
BY LARRY RENI THOMAS
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

TT
he Seventh Annual Ocean City Beach (NC)
Jazz Festival will be held on Saturday, July
2, 2016, and Sunday, July 3. 2016. from 5 pm

until 8 pm, both days. Scheduled performers on
Saturday are: Texas-based vocalist Ashleigh E.
Smith, Detroit native flute player Althea Rene, and
The John Brown Quintet with the veteran drummer,
New Orleans based Herlin Riley. Sunday's lineup is
just as super, smoking and top-notch. The Sunday
show will feature the reed player par excellence, Tia
Fuller, and the John Brown Quintet, the fine bassist
Gerald Veasley, and South Carolina native. NCCU
Jazz Studies Department graduate, hot, much-in-
demand saxophonist Marcus Anderson and his
band. Doors open at 4 pm.

The event will be held in the courtyard of the
Ocean City Beach Community Center, 2649 Island
Drive, North Topsail Beach, NC 28460 (behind the
Wade Chestnut Memorial Chapel). Ocean City
Beach, North Carolina is an historic beach located a
stone's throw from the Atlantic Ocean that was
founded and developed by African-Americans in the

1940s, and is one the oldest beaches on the North
Carolina coast.

No picnics or coolers, please. Food, beverages and
merchandise will be available for purchase on the
premises. Bring lawn chairs. The 7th Annual Ocean
City Jazz Festival is supported, in part, by the North
Carolina Arts Council, a division of Department of
Cultural Resources. For tickets and more informa-
tion go to: http://www.oceancityjazzfest.com 

Join other Willistonians at 
Ocean City's Jazz Festival   

Several Willistonians are involved in the Ocean
City Jazz Festival at, what is informally called, the
Black Topsail Beach. For seven years, there has
been a two day festival that is top-notchThe cost is
$35 for either day or $60 for both days.

Larry Reni Thomas, from Wilmington, is the
emcee of the festival. Food & adult beverages will be
available for purchase.

The Daniels Bus Company will be transporting
folks from Wilmington to the Jazz Festival leaving
from Walmart on Market Street at 3PM both days.
The cost is $20 round trip each day.

For more information, please call Kenneth
Chestnut, Class of '64, at 910-547-2125.
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BRUNSWICK BRUNSWICK 
COUNTY COUNTY 
UPDATEUPDATE

Brunswick County, we find
ourselves in a bad way! Our
elected officials have given us a
lot of promises, but the reality
is that we have nothing to show
for them. Minorities, poor
Whites, the elderly and the sick,
have no place in the system
that's being put into place, and

Please see
BRUNSWICK/Page 2

FFEEDDEERRAALL  IINNVVEESSTTIIGGAATTIIOONN  IINNTTOO
LLEENNNNOONN  LLAACCYY  HHAANNGGIINNGG  CCAASSEE  CCLLOOSSEEDD

BY BERNEST HEWETT
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

BERNEST HEWETT

Federal investigators have closed their investi-
gation of the hanging death of Lennon Lacy
because they have been unable to find any evi-
dence that would help them prove before a jury
that a federal hate crime had been committed.
Lacy was found hanging from a swing set in the
middle of a Bladenboro, N. C. trailer park in 2014.

The case prompted concerns that the 17 year
old African American high school football line-
backer's death was a homicide by hanging.
Additionally, the trailer park where Lacy's body
was found was almost exclusively occupied by
White residents.

The U.S. Justice Department has informed two

NC NAACP lawyers and Lennon Lacy's mother,
Ms. Claudia Lacy, this week that the investigation
has been closed. During the meeting the federal
officials explained the steps their investigators
had taken to ensure that they had done a thor-
ough investigation. They shared with the Lacy
family and their attorneys dozens of photographs
of the death scene which showed physical evi-
dence consistent with the North Carolina Medical
Examiner's determination that the probable
cause of death was suicide. Although the federal
representatives were unable to answer all of the
family's lingering questions about some evidence,
Ms. Lacy and NC NAACP lawyers were satisfied
that the federal authorities had tried to conduct a
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MISSINGMISSING

BY ZENITHA PRINCE
OF THE AFRO AMERICAN 

SPECIAL TO THE TRICE EDNEY
NEWS WIRE 

(TriceEdneyWire.com) -
Churches in the United States
remain bastions of segregation
decades after the Civil Rights
Movement produced legal barriers
to the practice.

In 1963, the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr. said, "It is appalling that the
most segregated hour of Christian
America is 11 o'clock on Sunday
morning" and, according to experts,
that assertion remains true today.
About eight-in-ten American congre-
gants still attend services at a place
where a single racial or ethnic group

comprises at least 80 percent of the
congregation, according to findings
from the most recent (2012) National
Congregations Study, as cited by the
Pew Research Center.

And a new study from Baylor
University has found that churches
that attempt to create more racially
diverse congregations find them-
selves with scantier pews.
Researchers based their findings on
analysis of data from more than 11,000
congregations in the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America (ECLA)
from 1993-2012, as well as data from the
U.S. Census Bureau.

They found that while diversity
doubled in the two-decade period,
membership declined by 22 percent.
"Racial diversity itself is not a detri-
ment to growth," said lead author

Kevin Dougherty, associate profes-
sor of sociology in Baylor's College
of Arts & Sciences, in a statement.

"It is the process of changing the

DDiivveerrssiittyy  rreemmaaiinnss  eelluussiivvee  iinn  UU..SS..  cchhuurrcchheess  

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO
TEXAS BASED VOCALIST ASHLEIGH SMITH

While a federal judge in Winston-Salem
last April decided that that there was
nothing about North Carolina's 2013
voter ID law that should keep African-
Americans or others from lawfully cast-
ing their ballots, a three-judge federal
panel Tuesday wasn't so sure.
Based on remarks and questions coming

from that panel of the US Fourth Circuit
of Appeals, attorneys for the NCNAACP
"…feel very good about our case and the
evidence which we presented," attorney
Irving Joyner, chairman of the NC
NAACP's Legal Redress Committee says.
"We clearly hope that the Fourth Circuit
will reverse the District Court's [April
25th] decision…. From there, it is on to
the [US] Supreme Court, no matter what
the outcome is."
Attorneys for the state claim that the

2013 voting restrictions were necessary
to stop voting fraud.

The NC NAACP and other plaintiffs
appealed to the US Fourth Circuit to fast-
track a stay of a federal judge's April 25th
ruling dismissing their lawsuit against
Gov. Pat McCrory and the Republican-led
NC General Assembly for their passage
of the 2013 voter ID law until all other
appeals have been exhausted. The origi-
nal suit  charged that the 2013 law violat-
ed the constitutional rights of black vot-
ers. The appeal sought to "…keep in place
this Court's prior injunction forbidding
Defendants from eliminating same-day
registration and refusing to count out-of-

Please see VOTER ID/Page 2
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About eight-in-ten American congregants still attend services at a
place where a single racial or ethnic group comprises at least 80 per-
cent of the congregation.

Please see DIVERSITY/Page 2
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thorough investigation.
There continues to be an

outcry in social media from
Lacy's family and friends, as
well as Black activists,
denouncing the federal inves-
tigation as yet another
coverup. One such post by
Durham resident, H. F. Watts,
cited, "This is disgraceful! No
investigation was conducted.
It was physically and mathe-
matically impossible for sui-
cide to happen with a 200
pound man and a short dog
leash."

The NC NAACP brought
in an independent patholo-
gist, who found discrepancies
in the evidence that cast
doubt on the official finding
of suicide and identified
physical reasons that sug-
gested it would have been
almost impossible for the

teenager to have hanged him-
self from the swing set.
Those conclusions conflicted
with the official autopsy
report, which stated that
Lacy had been depressed
from the recent death of a
beloved uncle and concluded
that the 17 year old had died
from "asphyxia secondary to
hanging."

Also there remains con-
cern by the Lacy family and
local Bladenboro residents
over a new pair of Jordan
tennis shoes that Lacy had
purchased that were missing
from the death scene, while a
pair of white sneakers which
nobody recognized was found
on his body.

Then there's the relation-
ship with an older White
woman, Michelle Brimhall,
who has continuously stated
that she is convinced Lacy
did not take his own life. Ms.
Brimhall, however, has
retracted her opinion that
there had been no hostility
toward Lacy and her as a
mixed-race couple. She has
since indicated in news
reports that she and Lacy had
been targeted by White
racists who told her they dis-
approved of interracial rela-
tionships.

The Bladen County
District Attorney, Jon David,
has stated, "Some have sug-
gested that the quality of the
initial law enforcement
investigation was lackluster.
In my analysis, this is simply
untrue." Attorney David's
office also has decided to
close active investigation of
the Lacy death.

The NC NAACP and Ms.
Lacy have always said that
we can take the truth and
that it will set us free. Ms.
Lacy and the NC NAACP will

take some time to digest the
news before announcing
their next steps in this case.

The statute of limitations
on a homicide is open.

Federal officials would con-
sider reopening the investi-
gation if new evidence is dis-
covered that would warrant
additional investigation.

precinct provisional ballots"
in addition to keeping in
place the portion of the law
that reduced the early voting
period by a week.

The voter photo identifica-
tion requirement began in
earnest during the March
15th primary. Unless the fed-
eral appellate court rules oth-
erwise, the voter ID provision

will be in force for the Nov.
8th general election as well.

Based on the evidence pre-
sented, members of the three-
judge panel openly ques-
tioned the timing of the
Legislature passing the 2013
voter ID law, with one judge,
Henry F. Floyd, saying that
the intent to suppress the
votes of people of color
"…Looks pretty bad to me."

Another Appellate Court
judge, James A. Wynn, ques-
tioned why certain type of

government-issued photo
identification, like public
university or public assis-
tance ID cards, was disal-
lowed. Judge Wynn once
served on the NC Court of
Appeals.

There was no word on
when the three-judge panel
would issue its decision, even
though it could, per the peti-
tion of the NC NAACP, the
League of Women Voters and
other plaintiffs, order that
the voter photo ID require-

ment not be implemented for
the November 8th general
election.

"…Plaintiffs believe they
have a likelihood of success
on the merits on this claim
and that voters will be
irreparably harmed if the
photo ID requirement is in
effect in the November 2016
presidential election," the
appeal reads. "Plaintiffs
believe that if and when they
prevail on the photo ID claim,
implementation of the

Court's order will be straight-
forward and simple: the
requirement will simply fall
away and voters will no
longer be asked to show photo
ID at the polls in order to
vote."

However, as atty. Joyner
noted, there's little doubt that
attorneys for Gov. McCrory
and the Legislature would
appeal such a ruling to the US
Supreme Court, seeking an
injunction to halt any disrup-
tion of the 2013 law.

LENNON
Continued from Page 1

this is called conservative
government. As I think
about this problem, I find
that people with good inten-
tions do bad things from
which the whole community
suffers. Here in Brunswick
County and the surrounding
counties, we've lost a great
deal from bad management
and racial biases. These have
come directly from the
actions of our elected offi-
cials. We need to go to the bal-
lot boxes and vote. We need to
be counted and hold on to the
rights these people are trying
to take from us. Our rights
have been stepped on through
bad judgment and racial ten-
sion.

I know of one lady and her
children who have had to
spend the last two months in

a mobile home with no air
conditioning where the tem-
perature in the house has
been close to 90 degrees dur-
ing the day. She complained
to the landlord and was told
time and time again that he
was coming. She complained
to the Brunswick County
Department of Social
Services. She was told that
they were going to come out
and check it, but that never
happened. This lady has gone
through hell and is still pay-
ing rent to a landlord who has
refused to agree to her calling
in an air conditioning man
on her own. This Black lady
who has endured this and
kept the faith that the Lord
will make a way somehow!
She prays while the landlord
hates.

Wake up Brunswick Coun-
ty and meet me at the ballot
box. Bernest L. Hewett is the
President of the Brunswick
County Branch of NAACP.

BRUNSWICK
Continued from Page 1
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BY BARRINGTON M.
SALMON

(TriceEdneyWire.com) -
Since the US Supreme Court
invalidated Section 5 of the
Voting Rights Act, states
that were once required to
get permission from the US
Department of Justice to
enact voting laws have been
free to implement limits to
voting that activists say
could have a negative impact
on the 2016 presidential elec-
tions.

The high court ruling
against the federal govern-
ment in the Holder v Shelby
case in 2013 was followed
closely by several primarily
southern states, enacting a
series of draconian laws
that have made it increas-
ingly more difficult for
African-Americans, Latinos,
students and the elderly to
cast their ballots. The
Republican legislators sup-
porting these bills claim that
the measures are an effort to
block voter fraud. Their crit-
ics contend that the laws are
a way to disenfranchise vot-
ers who are more likely to
vote Democratic.

But, a national coalition of
voters, advocacy groups and
voting rights activists as
well as in the Department of
Justice, have been fighting
back in the courts, state-
houses and city council
chambers. These advocates

have now released a new
report, showing the adverse
impact of the Shelby case.

"This is really an impor-
tant report. It is an effort to
identify problems that have
already arisen," said Wade
Henderson, president and
CEO of The Leadership
Conference on Civil and
Human Rights and The
Leadership Conference
Education Fund. "We're wit-
nessing a virtual renais-
sance of voter restrictions.
If they persist, they could
have a very serious effect on
the upcoming elections. It is
an insidious and sophisticat-
ed way to shave off a few
points in key races. It is a
particular problem to
minorities…It is a concern
of national importance, one
that Congress should pay
particular attention to."

The report, titled,
"Warning Signs: The
Potential Impact of Shelby
County v. Holder on the 2016
General Election", was com-
piled with the collaboration
of national civil rights
organizations, including the
Leadership Conference
Education Fund, the ACLU,
the Advancement Project,
Asian Americans
Advancing Justice, the
Brennan Center for Justice,
the Lawyers' Committee for
Civil Rights Under Law, the
NAACP Legal Defense and
Educational Fund, and the

NALEO Educational Fund.
It finds that, since Shelby,

the states of North Carolina,
Arizona, Florida, Georgia,
and Virginia - once under
the Section 5 preclearance
mandate - have engaged in
deceptive and sophisticated
practices to disenfranchise
voters that will have an
impact on the 2016 election.

These states are locations of
competitive 2016 contests
that will have 84 Electoral
College votes, two Senate
seats, and one governor's
seat up for grabs.

"As we approach the first
presidential election in 50
years without the full pro-
tections of the Voting Rights
Act, we're seeing the perfect

storm of a diversifying elec-
torate and a set of states and
localities responding by
implementing a broad array
of voter discrimination tac-
tics," said Scott Simpson, the
report's co-author and direc-
tor of Media and Campaigns

racial composition of a congre-
gation that causes difficulties."

The study, "Congrega-tion-
al Diversity and Attendance
in a Mainline Protestant
Denomination" tests the
belief that homogenous con-

gregations are more likely to
grow, the researchers said.
"That philosophy for a long
time discouraged church
leaders from striving for
diversity," said study co-
author Gerardo Martí, asso-
ciate professor of sociology
at Davidson College. "But in
coming to terms with the his-
toric racial segregation of

American congregations,
white pastors in the 1990s
aggressively committed to
overcoming discrimination,
urging members to bring in
those from ancestral back-
grounds and reaffirm the
Gospel as rooted in relation-
ships, unity and love. Racial
diversity has become a cen-
tral, and sometimes dominat-

ing, ambition for many
White churches."

Despite those ambitions,
the researchers concluded
that churches that start off
as multiracial are more like-
ly to be successful at increas-
ing diversity in a denomina-
tion. "We conclude that new
congregations started as
multiracial represent the

best opportunity for diversi-
fying a denomination,"
Dougherty said. "It may be
that nondenominational con-
gregations may be more
adaptable, since they do not
have a denominational her-
itage to sustain."

The report was published
in the Journal for the
Scientific Study of Religion.

DIVERSITY
Continued from Page 3
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The day after the Shelby decision, the speaker of the North Carolina House intro-
duced H.B. 589, one of the most restrictive pieces of election legislation in the
country, which came to be known by local advocates as the "monster bill." The
bill included a strict ID requirement as well as a range of additional voting
restrictions, including significantly shortening the early voting period; eliminat-
ing same-day registration; prohibiting the counting of out-of-precinct provision-
al ballots; eliminating a pre-registration program for 16- and 17-year olds; and
making challenging voters easier.
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DURHAM CIVIL RIGHTS
LEADER ANN ATWATER,
80, DIES

[DURHAM] A black woman
who befriended a KKK leader
during the height of racial

tension in
Durham during
the 1970s has
died. Ann
Atwater, 80, is
best known for

B e c o m i n g
friends with
KKK leader C.
P. Ellis during
ten days of

workshops designed to bring
people together during
Durham school desegrega-
tion. Ellis ripped up his KKK
membership card on the last
day of the meetings, saying he
couldn't hate black people
anymore. Ms. Atwater spoke
at Ellis' funeral in 2005. A film

is reportedly scheduled to be
made about the Atwater - Ellis
relationship starring Taraji P.
Henson.

ECSU PLACED ON 
WARNING BY
ACCREDITING AGENCY

[ELIZABETH CITY] The
accrediting agency of
Elizabeth City State
University has placed the his-
torically black university on
warning. The Southern
Association of Colleges and
Schools Commission on
Colleges warned the school
after a UNC internal audit
revealed that ECSU erro-
neously awarded financial
aid and admitted unqualified
students to the school. ECSU
officials say they are aware of
the problems, and are on
course to take corrective
measures by December 15 of

this year.

CLINTON CAMPAIGNS AT
NC FAIRGROUNDS

[RALEIGH] Democratic pre-
sumptive presidential nominee
Hillary Clinton came to
Raleigh on Wednesday in her
bid to outdistance presumptive
Republican nominee Donald
Trump in their race for the
White House. The former US
Secretary of State is trailing
Trump in North Carolina polls
43 to 41 percent. North
Carolina is seen as a "purple"
battleground state that can go
either Democrat or Republican
during this November's gener-
al election.

NC WATER QUALITY IN
JEOPARDY WITH LIFTING
OF REGULATIONS

[CHARLOTTE]- Agricul-
ture is big business in North

Carolina, and while the farms
across the state add to the
economy and resources, the
waste generated in the form
of animal waste and fertilizer
runoff has the potential to
impact the state's water quali-
ty.

For the past 20 years, regu-
lations have been put in place
to stabilize the impact, but
this month the state Senate
passed a plan to eliminate
many water quality protec-
tions currently in place.

Supporters say the rules
should be removed because
they haven't succeeded in
solving the problem of excess
nutrients.

But Tom Bean, a lobbyist
for the North Carolina
Wildlife Federation, says
that's faulty logic.

"It's the opposite of what
we need to be doing," he main-

tains. "That would be like a
diabetic, after 15 or 20 years of
controlling his diabetes with
insulin, decided it hadn't
cured him of diabetes so he's
going to stop using them."

The current regulations
were put in place following a
massive fish kill in 1995 on
the Neuse River, after an
algae bloom reduced the oxy-
gen in the water to dangerous
levels.

The proposed elimination
of rules was added to the
Senate's budget and would
eliminate vegetated buffers
along rivers and water quali-
ty requirements on impaired
waterways such as the Neuse,
Tar-Pamlico River Basin, and
Catawba River, among others.

Bean calls the current reg-
ulations common sense and
adds they have been at least
maintaining water quality

and preventing it from getting
worse.

"To do something as irre-
sponsible as to remove regula-
tions that are working is just
asking to create a problem,
which ultimately will have to
be addressed," he stresses.
"Cleanup is always more
expensive. Get in contact with
legislators and tell them that
they oppose lifting the regula-
tions that are in place."

The provision also would
delay rules protecting Jordan
and Falls lakes, which supply
drinking water for more than
700,000 people in the Triangle
and provide the opportunity
for many thousands of hours
of outdoor recreation for
swimmers, boaters and fish-
ermen.

COMPILED BY
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If the lions do not write
their own history, then

the hunters will get 
all the credit.”

--AN AFRICAN PROVERB

for The Leadership
Conference on Civil and
Human Rights and The
Leadership Conference
Education Fund. "In 2016, it
is entirely possible that the
presidency, control of the
Senate, and a number of
governorships could be
determined by the voter dis-
crimination made possible
by Shelby."

Simpson added, "Changes
are happening in the dark of
night. There's no public
notice, no transparency
…This report looks at the
intersection of states in
competitive races. In those
five states they're using
every tactic in the books.
Those engaged in this tend
to be Republicans. A lot of it
is happening out of fear.
Generally, it is happening
with city councils, local
elections, and school
boards. They are afraid that
Blacks will gain control and
continue to exert influence
in these five states. For
everything we've found, this
is just a fraction of what's
actually happening."

When announcing the
Shelby ruling, Chief Justice
John Roberts left it to
Congress to reauthorize the
VRA. To date, that has not
happened.

Meanwhile, states and
locations once protected by
the VRA, have remained
rogue, according to the
report.

For example, the day after
the Shelby decision, the
speaker of the North
Carolina House introduced
H.B. 589, one of the most
restrictive pieces of elec-
tion legislation in the coun-
try, which came to be known
by local advocates as the
"monster bill." The bill
included a strict ID require-
ment as well as a range of
additional voting restric-
tions, including significant-
ly shortening the early vot-
ing period; eliminating
same-day registration; pro-
hibiting the counting of
out-of-precinct provisional
ballots; eliminating a pre-
registration program for 16-
and 17-year olds; and mak-

ing challenging voters easi-
er.

"What we are seeing in
North Carolina is that more
people are being disenfran-
chised than the margin that
decided our recent gover-
nor's election and other
recent elections in our
state," said Anita Earls,
executive director of the
Southern Coalition for
Social Justice, which has
played a key role in fighting
voter suppression in North
Carolina. "These voter sup-
pression measures passed
in the wake of Shelby - like
ending same day registra-
tion, ending out-of-precinct
voting, and others - are truly
having an impact on our abil-
ity to vote. We hope that these
measures will not be in place
in November 2016."

The report, a collaborative
effort between The
Leadership Conference
Education Fund, the ACLU,
the Advancement Project,
Asian Americans Advancing
Justice, the Brennan Center
for Justice, the Lawyers'
Committee for Civil Rights
Under Law, the NAACP Legal
Defense and Educational
Fund, and the NALEO
Educational Fund, warn that
the restrictions are spread-
ing.
Marion Warren, Registrar of
Voters for the City of Sparta
in Hancock County, Ga., said
since 2015, voter rolls were
purged, removing registered
voters prior to two mayoral
elections that removed regis-
tered voters.

Voting officials mailed
out ballots late and have
"refused to make registra-
tion voter-friendly," Warren
said. "They have moved
polling stations into police
departments, closed six of
10 polling stations, and
some people have to travel
35 miles to get to the polls.
There has been an outcry
from the public and I got the
Department of Justice to
look into that particular sit-
uation…It seems it's harder
for a minority to vote now
in the state of Georgia than
it was in 1965."

In the battleground state
of Arizona, tens of thou-
sands of voters are believed
to be disenfranchised after
elections officials closed

polling stations and
scrubbed voter rolls.

Monica Cooper, and
Juliana Huerena, are two
Arizona voters who say
they were disenfranchised
during the 2016 primaries.
They are plaintiffs in a vot-
ing rights lawsuit against
Arizona and Maricopa
County.

"On Election Day, I
depended on Dial-a-Ride [a
paratransit service] to get
to and from the polling
place, and was not able to
vote because the lines were
so long it took over two
hours to get inside the
polling place," Cooper said.
"I am very angry that I was
not able to cast my ballot
and that I was left out on
Election Day."

Huerena said, "I've been
voting in Maricopa County
for nearly 10 years and I've
never seen lines like this
before. The line wrapped
around the building," she
said. "It was important to
me to wait and cast my bal-
lot, but I saw many people
get frustrated after waiting
for hours and eventually
leave without voting. In the
end, I waited four and a half
hours to cast my ballot."

Henderson, Simpson and
their colleagues said this
electoral debacle can be
avoided if Congress acts
and acts quickly. The point
to the Voting Rights
Advancement Act is to
blunt voter suppression.
The Act, they say, would not
only restore preclearance pro-
tections to voters in states
with the worst histories of
discrimination, it would have
a national impact, requiring
preclearance for any pro-
posed electoral change histor-
ically associated with dis-
crimination.
"A lot of the problem is that
some members of Congress
are refusing to see discrimi-
nation happening," Simpson
said. "There are two bills with
the House Judiciary
Committee that have not
moved. Republican leaders
have shown no interest or
inclination to move these
bills. They're burying their
heads in the sand and doing
everything they can to ignore
what's happening."

2016
Continued from Page 2
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The Wilmington Journal was founded on
the principle of the Black Press Credo. The
Black Press believes that America can best
lead the world away from racial and
national antagonism when it accords to

every person, regardless of race, color or creed, full human and
legal rights. Hating no person in the firm belief that all are hurt as
long as anyone is held back.

The Wilmington Journal welcomes letters from its readers. All
letters are subject to editing. We will not publish pseudonymous
letters. All correspondence must include a home address and a
daytime phone number. All correspondence must be signed,
unless it is e-mailed. Letters may be sent to our Physical Address:
412 S. 7th Street, 28401 or our Mailing Address: P.O. Box 1020,
28402. We also accept letters via e-mail at wilmjourn@aol.com or
via fax at (910) 343-1334.
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DDeeaalliinngg  wwiitthh  ddiissrreessppeecctt  ffrroomm
DDeemmooccrraattss  aanndd  RReeppuubblliiccaannss  

MMaatttteerrss  ooff    OOppiinniioonn

TT hh ee   B L A C K  P R E S S  
U S E  I T  oo rr     L O S E  I T !

(Via George Curry Media)

A fter last week's column on how the major presidential
candidates snubbed organizers of this year's National
Black Political Convention in Gary, Ind., I received

quite a few emails asking: What can we do about it?
For anyone who may have missed the column, I noted that in

an ultimate show of disrespect, each major presidential candidate
declined to appear before the National Black
Political Convention in Gary, despite it being co-
sponsored by the National Policy Alliance, a fed-
eration that includes 10 major Black organiza-
tions: Blacks in Government (BIG), the
Congressional Black Caucus, the Joint Center for
Political and Economic Studies, the Judicial
Council of the National Bar Association, the
National Association of Black County Officials,
the National Black Caucus of Local Elected
Officials, the National Black Council of School
Board Members, the National Black Caucus of
State Legislators, the National Organization of

Black County Officials and the World Conference of Mayors.
BIG represents 3 million Black government employees and the

CBC says its members represent approximately 43 million people.
I pointed out that most Republicans wouldn't dare insult con-

servatives by failing to appear before the annual Conservative
Political Action Conference and that neither Democrats nor
Republicans would decline to show up for the American Israel
Public Affairs Committee (AIPAC). Yet, they don't think twice
before skipping a major gathering of African Americans.

And we continue to take it.
First, let's stipulate that standing on the sidelines is not the

answer, regardless of how disappointed we may be at the behav-
ior of Democrats and Republicans. Not voting is a vote - a vote
against anything approaching a progressive agenda. With the
direction of the U.S. Supreme Court hanging in the balance, that
alone should motivate us to turn out this fall in record numbers.

Second, it's irresponsible to suggest that there is no difference
between the behavior and voting records of Democrats and
Republicans. I certainly can identify with the frustration of deal-
ing with liberal condescension, but that shouldn't blind us to the
outright hostility of Republican leaders. Picking the lesser of two
evils still leaves us with evil, but not nearly as much evil were
Republican polices adopted.

Exhibit A is the GOP record in Congress. When the NAACP
graded members of Congress on issues important to African
Americans, every Republican in the House and Senate received
an "F." Not a D-minus. Not even a D-plus. Voting for them would be
voting against our own self-interests.

It hasn't always been this way. Blacks voted Republican from
the Reconstruction Era immediately after the Civil War until 1936
when Franklin D. Roosevelt received 71 percent of the African
American vote in the most lopsided electoral victory in history.
After Harry S Truman desegregated the military and the federal
workforce, he received 77 percent of the Black vote in 1948. Even
as late as 1960, Richard Nixon got 32 percent of the Black vote
against John F. Kennedy.

But the  Republican Party grew increasingly anti-Black and no
Republican president has received more than 15 percent of the
Black vote since Lyndon B. Johnson signed the 1964 Civil Rights
Act and the 1965 Voting Rights Act. In 2012, Mitt Romney received
6 per cent of the African American vote, according to Roper, and
Donald J. Trump appears on track to receive less than that.

More than a half-century after passage of the 1965 Voting
Rights Act, Blacks are still underrepresented in public office.

As a Joint Center for Political and Economic Studies report
found, "Based on the most recent data, African Americans are
12.5% of the citizen voting age population, but they make up a
smaller share of the U.S. House (10%), state legislatures (8.5%),
city councils (5.7%), and the U.S. Senate (2%)." 

And some of that failure rests squarely on our shoulders.
As the report noted, " ...In 2014, when there was great unrest

over a police officer's killing of Michael Brown, African
Americans made up 67% of residents of Ferguson, Missouri. In
2012, a solid 100% of Ferguson precincts went for President
Obama, but during Ferguson's municipal off-cycle elections vot-
ers selected Ferguson's Republican mayor and six city council
members, all of whom except one were white."

But the problem is larger than that. Essentially, we provide the
margin of victory for Democrats year after year and often get lit-
tle or nothing in return.

So back to the original question: What can we do about it?
Since my days as a reporter for the St. Louis Post-Dispatch in

the 1970s, I have  advocated a simple and yet powerful step: Pick
one local office, say comptroller or city treasurer, and vote
Republican and Democrat in alternate elections. Because Blacks
vote overwhelmingly in favor of Democrats, I would vote first for
the Republican candidate. It wouldn't be long before both
Democrats and Republicans fall over themselves courting Black
voters. And if that fails to capture their attention, then move to a
second city office or a statewide contest.

If this happens at the local level, national party leaders would
take note and do everything without their power to avoid a shift of
loyalty at the national level. Until we show that we will make
politicians pay on Election Day, we will continue to get disrespect-
ed by both major parties.

George E. Curry is President and CEO of George Curry
Media, LLC. He is the former editor-in-chief of Emerge
magazine and the National Newspaper Publishers
Association News Service (NNPA). He is a keynote speak-
er, moderator, and media coach. Curry can be reached
through his Web site, georgecurry.com

OOuurr  VVooiiccee

VViissuuaall  VVooiiccee

H APPY BIRTHDAY,
MOM! - Just a
quick shout out to

my mom, Lillian, whose birth-
day it is today. Though she died
in 2009, there's no reason to
ever forget her. Happy

B i r t h d a y,
Mom!

BACK IN
THE HOSPI-
TAL - I'm
back in the
hospital this
week, but no
need to worry,
I'm scheduled
to be until
Sunday. As I
reported at
the beginning

of this month, I've been diag-
nosed with acute myeloid
leukemia (AML) since March,
and have undergone
chemotherapy since then.
This week I'm undergoing my
third round of chemo, which
is necessary in order to ensure
that there is no recurrence of
the cancer cells that initially
compromised my immune sys-
tem. I'm currently in remis-
sion now, meaning there are
no cancer cells detected in my
body. I'm scheduled to go
through this week, spend
three weeks home under out-
patient care, then return for m
last schedule week of chemo
in the hospital a month from
now, and then check in once
every three months o make
sure that that my body stays in
remission.

Could I relapse over the com-
ing years? Yes. I have at least a
50 percent of doing so over the
next two years. But the longer
I stay in remission, the least
likely it is that I will relapse.
So that is what I'm going with.

In the meantime I am feeling
stronger and better. I am back
at work, and am more con-
scious than ever about keep-
ing my mind and body in bet-
ter shape. For now, I try not to
go out in public in order to
limit my exposure to infection.
I've had to miss a number of
public events recently because
of that medical restriction,
which I regret. But if it means
being able to get through this
important period without
major complications, then so
be it.

I've also been impressed, and
inspired, by notables like TNT
Network sportscaster Craig
Sager, and UNC - Chapel Hill
Tar Heel Women's basketball
Coach Sylvia Hatchell, who
reportedly also suffer from
AML like I do, and are still
receiving treatment.
Sager was given the chance to

work his very first NBA finals
game last week on ABC-TV.
Coach Hatchell has a best-sell-
ing book titled "Fight, Fight"
about her personal struggles
battling the disease. So it looks
like I'm in excellent company.

My goal is to live my life nor-
mally come September. With
GOD's help and blessing, I will.

CLEVELAND WINS - I must
admit, even though I was

pulling for the Golden State
Warriors to defeat the

Cleveland Cavaliers for the
NBA Championship for a sec-
ond year in a row, I did smile
when I saw Cavalier
CaptainLeBron James relish
the moment of winning cham-
pionship for his hometown,
and do so in dramatic fashion
by coming back from a three
games-to-one deficit - and
LeBron and the boys worked
hard for those victories to. So
congratulations. Yes, I used to
be sour grapes because I want-
ed LeBron to stay with
Dwayne Wade in Miami. But, I
guess I can settle for Kyrie
Irving in Cleveland.

OJ : MADE IN AMERICA - if
you have cable and get 'On
Demand," then go to the ESPN
On Demand channel to see the
five-part series "OJ: Made in
America," an extraordinary
documentary project traces
the life of one of history's
most tragic sports figures, O. J.
Simpson. But more than that,
the series also traces the racial
history between Los Angeles'
black community and the
racist Los Angeles Police Dept.
It was that well-known racism
that played a role in helping to
get Simpson acquitted when
he was charged with the 1994
double murder of his ex-wife
Nicole Brown Simpson and
her friend, Ronald Goldman.
The series brings it all back,
and ironically shows how OJ
actually enjoyed being a high-
ly celebrated black athlete in a

white world, deliberately turn-
ing his back on the black com-
munity.
This series isn't just about OJ,

but brilliantly gives us a prime
slice of black history that is
well documented and should
not be missed. "OJ: Made in
America" should not be
missed. Check it out on ESPN
On Demand.
JULY STARTUPS -In case you

never knew it, most network
TV series that premiere in late
September. October or
November or even in January
are taped or filmed in July
through August. Depending on
when the show airs, it could be
as much as two months to just
a few weeks from when an
episode is filmed to when it
airs. For instance, the last
episodes of CBS' "NCIS" were
filmed literally the month
before they aired last season.
So it's always interesting to see
how the new episodes reflect
current events when they air.

Cash in the Apple - honored
as the Best Column Writing of
2006 by the National
Newspaper Publishers
Association. Cash Michaels
was also honored by the NNPA
for Best Feature Story
Journalist of 2009, and was the
recipient of the Raleigh-Apex
NAACP's President's Award for
Media Excellence in Sept. 2011.

Until next week, keep a smile
on your face, GOD in your
heart, and The Wilmington
Journal in your life. Bye, bye.

CASH IN THE APPLECASH IN THE APPLE

BBAACCKK  IINN  TTHHEE  HHOOSSPPIITTAALL

RAINBOW COALITIONRAINBOW COALITION

AAfftteerr  OOrrllaannddoo,,  ddrriivvee  oouutt  hhaattee  wwiitthh  lliigghhtt  aanndd  lloovvee

George
Curry

(Via George Curry Media)

O rlando now will be
added to the haunt-
ing list: Newtown,

Conn., Virginia Tech, San
Bernardino, Calif.,
Charleston, S.C., Aurora, Colo.
and more. USA Today provides

a graphic of
310 mass
killings since
2006 (with four
or more dead),
the dots track-
ing across the
nation. Mass
killings still
shock us.
S o m e h o w
we've grown

accustomed to the daily terror
- in Chicago, nearly five times
as many people have been shot
and killed since the beginning
of the year than the 49 that
died in Orlando.

Orlando was, as President
Obama said, "an act of terror
and an act of hate." The grisly
toll was also a product of the
easy access to guns, particu-
larly guns made for the mili-
tary at war. The killer called
911 in the midst of his ram-
page to announce his alle-
giance to the Islamic State, but
this came as a surprise to his
friends and former wife. His
father said that his son was
outraged by the sight of gay

men kissing on the street, that
he didn't think that religion
"had anything to do with it."
An act of terror and an act of
hate.

The human reaction is to
want to strike back. Escalate
attacks on the Islamic State in
Syria and Iraq. Redouble sur-
veillance and crack down on
Muslims at home. Donald
Trump, the presumptive
Republican nominee for presi-
dent, went, characteristically,
to the most extreme, calling on
the president to resign and
Hillary Clinton to withdraw
because they didn't use the
words "radical Islam," as if
that were a magical chant that
would set everything right. He
raised alarms about "thou-
sands" of radical Muslims in
the United States, and reiterat-
ed his call for banning any
Muslim immigration. Hillary
Clinton was more tempered,
while arguing that we had the
capacity to eliminate lone wolf
terrorists at home and the
Islamic State abroad.

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
taught us a different lesson.
Faced with the violence and
terror unleashed against
African-Americans in this
country, he called on us to
reach out, to love and not to
hate. "Darkness," he wrote,
"cannot drive out darkness;
only light can do that. Hate

cannot drive out hate; only
love can do that. Hate multi-
plies hate, violence multiplies
violence, and toughness multi-
plies toughness in a descend-
ing spiral of destruction."

This wisdom should not be
forgotten now. We would do
better to reach out to Muslims
in this nation and respect their
religion and their rights,
rather than to hunt them, to
isolate them or to denigrate
them. Muslim organizations
across the country have issued
statements condemning this
act of terror. We should
embrace them as part of the
American community, engage
them in the effort to identify
the violent extremists, not
treat all Muslims like a threat-
ening stranger.

We would do better to
reassess our strategy in the
Middle East rather than dou-
ble down on violence. We have
displaced the Taliban in
Afghanistan and killed Bin
Laden; we've overthrown
Saddam Hussein in Iraq and
Moammar Gadhafi in Libya;
we've decimated al-Qaida; our
allies have carpet bombed
Yemen; our drones bomb in
seven countries. Yet the terror
spreads, the violence spreads,
the chaos spreads. More vio-
lence generates more terror-
ists. Redoubling our efforts
can wipe out the Islamic State,

but it will surely add to the ter-
rorist ranks at the same time.

Most mass shootings are
not political; the victims most
often are relatives or friends.
Most casualties do not come
from "radical Islamic terror-
ists." More Americans have
been killed by homegrown ter-
rorists motivated by racial or
anti-government or anti-gay
hatreds than have been killed
by those motivated by Islamic
extremism.

Gun control cannot end ter-
ror, neither the mass shootings
like Orlando nor the daily hor-
ror as in Chicago. Omar
Mateen, the killer in Orlando,
was a security guard, appar-
ently with a record clean
enough that he was able to buy
guns legally. But surely it is
inconceivable that military
assault weapons like the AR-15
semiautomatic rifle that he
used (and that was also used in
Aurora and Newtown and San
Bernardino) should be so easi-
ly purchased. Reviving the ban
on assault weapons that lapsed
under President Bush is not a
full remedy, but it is simple
common sense.

Jesse L. Jackson, Sr. is
founder and president of the
Chicago-based Rainbow PUSH
Coalition. You can keep up with
his work at  www.rainbow-
push.org.

Rev. Jesse
Jackson, Sr.

Cash
Michaels

mailto:wilmjourn@aol.com
http://www.rainbow-push.org
http://www.rainbow-push.org
http://www.rainbow-push.org


OPINIONThursday, June 23, 2016 5

“If the lions do not
write their own
history, then the

hunters will get all
the credit.”

----AANN  AAFFRRIICCAANN  PPRROOVVEERRBB      

CHILDWATCHCHILDWATCH
IInnaaccttiioonn  ccaannnnoott  bbee  aann  ooppttiioonn  

TO BE EQUALTO BE EQUAL

PPrraayy  ffoorr  ppeeaaccee  aanndd  wwoorrkk  ffoorr  jjuussttiiccee

BLACKONOMICSBLACKONOMICS

CCaann  BBllaacckkss  pprroommpptt  aann  ''OOrrllaannddoo''  rreeaaccttiioonn??  

SSeennaattoorr  JJoohhnn  MMccCCaaiinn  ffoooolliisshhllyy  bbllaammeess  
PPrreessiiddeenntt  OObbaammaa  ffoorr  tthhee  mmaassssaaccrree  iinn  OOrrllaannddoo

(Via George Curry Media)

"T his massacre is therefore a further reminder
of how easy it is for someone to get their
hands on a weapon that lets them shoot people

in a school, or in a house of worship, or a movie theater, or in
a nightclub. And we have to decide if that's the kind of coun-
try we want to be. And to actively do nothing is a decision as
well." - President Barack Obama, June 12, 2016 

"We have to face the fact that meaningful gun control has to
be a part of homeland security . . . We need to
do something to minimize the opportunity for
terrorists to get a gun in this country." - U.S.
Secretary of Homeland Security Jeh
Johnson, June 14, 2016

"I am proud to announce that after 14+
hours on the floor, we will have a vote on clos-
ing the terror gap & universal background
checks." - Tweet by Connecticut Senator
Christopher Murphy, June 16, 2016

Inaction is not an option. In the wake of the
worst mass shooting in American history, we
can and must do everything in our power to

end this scourge of terror, hate and bullets that fly across our
land killing and maiming and breaking hearts and traumatiz-
ing communities with ever increasing frequency. How can
inaction continue to be an option in the face of senselessness
and intolerance fueled by guns? We must act to save our coun-
try's soul and the lives of our people - all of our people.

The June 12 attack at the Pulse nightclub in Orlando was
both our nation's worst act of terrorism since 9/11 and a hate
crime. In that it was all too common: lesbian, gay, bisexual
and transgender people are too likely targets of hate crimes
in America. A large number of victims were gay people of
color who were celebrating Latin Night in what many said
they trusted and believed was a desperately needed "safe
space." But as we have seen over and over again, America is
running out of safe spaces. Not Pulse. Not Bible study at
Mother Emanuel A.M.E. Church in Charleston, S.C. Not an
office holiday party in San Bernardino, Calif. Not a movie the-
ater in Aurora, Colorado. Not a dorm or university hall at
Virginia Tech. And not a first grade classroom in Newtown,
Conn., in a country where hate, bigotry, terrorism, and men-
tal illness collide with unfettered access to these weapons of
war that leave us with no hiding spaces unless we do some-
thing now.

Connecticut Senator Christopher Murphy couldn't face the
families of the children of Sandy Hook unless he did some-
thing. The Senate filibuster he led in the aftermath of the
Orlando slaughter lasted for more than 14 hours before there
was bipartisan agreement to allow a vote on two common
sense amendments that would make all of us and our nation
safer. Creating a "No Buy List" so that the more than 800,000
people on our terror watch lists cannot legally buy guns in
America should be an easy decision for all of us. Closing the
loopholes in existing background checks to reach sales at gun
shows and through the Internet to keep more criminals,
would-be terrorists, and others from buying guns should be
another easy decision. The evidence is clear that expanded
background checks work.

A recent study found that a Connecticut law that expanded
background checks on all handgun purchases helped achieve
a 40 percent reduction in gun homicides during the first 10
years following the law's enactment. These are measures the
majority of Americans strongly support - and it's long past
time that Congress followed the will of the people instead of
the will of the National Rifle Association and gun manufac-
turers whose profits are soaked in the blood of our people.

The majority of Americans also support reinstating the
ban on assault weapons and high capacity magazines that
have been used time and time again. Why should it be perfect-
ly legal to buy an AR-15 in a Five Guys parking lot in Vermont
the day after the massacre at Pulse with no background check
and no paperwork at all? Weapons designed for war are now
as easy to buy as a loaf of bread.

Since 1963 more than 176,000 children have died from gun
violence in America - over three times more than all the sol-
diers killed in action in the Vietnam War and every external
conflict since. Our children have a right to grow up in a car-
ing and decent society that protects their right to live and
learn in safety. That right must take precedence over anyone's
right to own assault weapons or high capacity magazines that
have nothing to do with self-defense or hunting and have no
place in the hands of non-military and non-law enforcement
personnel. Without these weapons of war how many would be
alive today? How many Newtown or Aurora or Orlando vic-
tims would have survived? 

Our children are afraid for their friends, their families,
and themselves. And this needs to change. We all need to
stand up until we are heard and laws are changed. Contact
your Senators right now to urge them to support these com-
mon sense safety solutions all of us so desperately need.
Please act now.

Marian Wright Edelman is president of the Children's
Defense Fund whose Leave No Child Behind® mission is to
ensure every child a Healthy Start, a Head Start, a Fair Start,
a Safe Start and a Moral Start in life and successful passage to
adulthood with the help of caring families and communities.
For more information go to  www.childrensdefense.org.

Marian W.
Edelman

(Via George Curry Media)

"O f all the rocks
upon which
we build our

lives, we are reminded today
that family is
the most
i m p o r t a n t .
And we are
called to recog-
nize and honor
how critical
every father is
to that founda-
tion. They are
teachers and
coaches. They
are mentors
and role mod-

els. They are examples of suc-
cess and the men who constant-
ly push us toward it."----
President Barack Obama

To become a parent, it is

often said, is to allow your
heart to go walking around out-
side your body.

In many ways, the essence of
fatherhood is protection. As
fathers, our most basic instinct
is to protect our children. As
children, our fathers are the
ones we seek when we need
protection. That responsibility
weighs especially heavily for
Black fathers in a time when
divisive rhetoric seems out of
control and the threat of vio-
lence looms heavily over our
communities.

These fears are not unique to
our generation, however. And
because we cannot change the
world to oblige our children, we
must raise our children to nav-
igate this world.

There are as many theories
about raising strong, capable
and well-adjusted children as

there are parents. "Tough love,"
"helicoptering," "free range" ...
but one thing matters above all
else - that children know they
are loved. As the theme of a
popular adoption campaign
goes: You don't have to be per-
fect to be a perfect parent.

I was fortunate to have a
father who is a hero and role
model, not only for my brother
and sisters and me, but for the
city he served as mayor, judge,
and civil rights trailblazer. It is
his example I strive to follow a
civil rights leader and - more
importantly - as a father. But
make no mistake, as fathers, do
as much to shape the future by
reading a bedtime story or
helping with homework as we
do testifying before Congress
or presiding over a courtroom.

For the second year in a row,
we celebrate Father's Day in

the wake of senseless tragedy
as we mourn the 50 souls who
were lost in the hateful mass
shooting in Orlando. Last year,
Father's Day was marred by
the racially-inspired murders
at Emanuel African Methodist
Episcopal Church in
Charleston, S.C.

It is our responsibility as
fathers, as sons, and as broth-
ers to rise up against the
intolerance that fuels this
violence, to quell the angry
rhetoric that spurs it on, and
to cut off the easy access to
high-powered weaponry that
enables it. As Pope Paul VI -
Il Papa, the Holy Father, said,
"If you want peace, work for
justice."

Marc H. Morial, former
mayor of New Orleans, is
president and CEO of the
National Urban League.

(Via NNPA)

T he cretin who took
an assault weapon
into Pulse, an

Orlando nightclub, on “salsa
night” is beneath contempt.
Was his target the LBGTQ com-
munity, Latinos, or simply
human beings? After all, it is

s o m e w h a t
reductive to
s i m p l y
describe Pulse
as a “gay
club.” It
catered to the
LBGTQ com-
munities and
allies. Some of
those who
were massa-
cred were not
gay. They just

wanted to dance.
In the wake of the massacre

of 49 people, and the injury of
another 53, the networks have
offered sunup to sundown cov-
erage. Analysis and opinions
have been more than plentiful.
Some of the most disgraceful
comments came from Senator
John McCain (R-Ariz.), who
blames President Obama for
the massacre in Orlando.

To be sure the Senator quick-
ly retracted his words and said
that he “misspoke.” But he
started out by saying that he
held President Obama “direct-
ly responsible” for the mas-
sacre in Florida. He explained
that, because President Obama
pulled U.S. troops out of Iraq,
he created the vacuum that
ISIS came to fill.

McCain was harsh in his
excoriation of President
Obama, and his harshness was
misplaced when it was issued,
on the same day that President
Obama visited Orlando to meet
with the families of those mur-
dered. If you look into a dic-
tionary under “sore loser” you
will find a photograph of
Arizona Senator John McCain.
He still has not recovered from
the whipping he took when
then-Senator Barack Obama
beat him for the Presidency.
While he can only blame him-
self, his poorly executed cam-
paign, and his poor choices
(Sarah Palin, anyone?), he is far
more comfortable venting
against President Obama than
he is exploring his own fail-
ures.

Florida’s Republican
Governor Rick Scott is another
politician who has made unfor-
tunately inappropriate state-
ments. Deflecting questions
about assault weapons, he says
he prefers to talk about elimi-
nating ISIS. He behaves as if
legislators have only a one-
track mind. While it is appro-
priate to talk about managing
ISIS, it is also appropriate to
talk about the easy access that
anybody has to assault
weapons. If you are on the no-
fly list, the adage goes, you
ought to be on the no-buy list.
Not that it helps as much as it
should – there are too many
ways to buy guns, ammunition,
and body armor legally and
under the table.

It does not erode anyone’s
second amendment rights to

restrict their right to assault
weapons. One does not need a
automatic weapon and thou-
sands of rounds of ammuni-
tion to protect oneself or, for
that matter, to “hunt.”
Whenever those NRA folks
start talking about hunting,
though, I really want to know
what (who) it is they want to
hunt. It is entirely appropri-
ate to restrict access to
assault weapons, but for
some reason rabid
Republicans resist.

President Barack Obama
has had to take on the role of
Empathizer-in-Chief several
times during his presidency.
In the last year, he has had to
deal with the shootings at
Emanuel AME Church (June
2015, 9 casualties), at the
Chattanooga Recruiting
Center (July 2015, 4 casual-
ties), Roseburg Community
College (October 2015, 10
casualties), the San
Bernardino Community
Center (December 2015, 14
casualties), and now the
tragedy in Orlando. He has
been consistent in calling for
assault weapons bans, and
his opponents have been con-
sistent in opposing such
bans. And they have been
irresponsible in their rheto-
ric of opposition. Senator
John McCain stands at the
tip of the iceberg.

Donald Trump is worse
than Senator McCain. He has
said that our President is
sympathetic to ISIS terror-
ists. Like McCain, he quickly
suggested that President

Obama has some culpability
in the Orlando massacre.
What nonsense! Trump
should be ashamed, if he is
capable of such, for turning a
tragedy into political manip-
ulation. So should McCain.

McCain says he “mis-
spoke,” but what he really
needs to do is apologize. He
has no right to accuse
President Obama of being
“directly responsible” for the
Orlando killings. He was
wrong, simply wrong. His
statement was not a slip of
the lip, but a calculated
attempt to disparage our
President for partisan pur-
poses. McCain has been a vic-
tim of Donald Trump’s
venom.

In the wake of a tragedy, our
nation’s leaders ought to follow
our President’s leadership in
offering empathy. We ought
also look at ways to prevent
further tragedy. Banning
assault weapons is one way to
offer some solutions, and some
Democrats have attempted to
deal with that, despite resist-
ance. Loose lips are inappro-
priate in the wake of this
tragedy. Shame on you, Donald
Trump and John McCain, for
attempting to turn tragedy to
your political advantage with
your foolish words.

Julianne Malveaux is an
author, economist and Founder
of Economic Education. Her
latest book “Are We Better Off?
Race, Obama and Public
Policy” is available to order at
www.juliannemalveaux.com.

(Via George Curry Media)

I n 1991, Latasha
Harlins was shot in
the back of her head

and killed by Soon Ja Du, a
Korean store owner in Los

Angeles, who
received a
$500 fine, sen-
tenced to 400
hours of
community
service, and
five years'
probation by
Judge Joyce
Karlin, who
ignored the
penalty of 16
years in

prison for voluntary
manslaughter. Du received no
prison time for her callous act
of murder -  execution style -
of a 15-year-old Black girl,
over a $1.79 container of
orange juice. This case and
the outrage it brought fore-
shadowed the L.A. civil
unrest now known as the
Rodney King Riot in 1992.

Mindful of the Harlins'
case, I think about the fact
that here in 2016, Black lives
really don't matter to some
police officers, prosecutors,
judges, and other Black folks.
Preserving Latasha's life was
not worth $1.79, and to add
insult to injury the person
who killed her only had to pay
a $500.00 fine.

Since that time thousands
of Black men, women, and
children have been killed -
1,134 by police officers in 2015,
according to The Guardian.
In Chicago alone, there have
been 1,454 shootings and 279
killed as of June 2016 - 207 of

whom were Black. So just who
are we trying to convince that
Black lives matter, other than
politicians? And if Black lives
matter, how much do they
matter, how much are they
worth?

We have recently seen mil-
lions of dollars being paid to
victims' families, but it pales
in comparison to the number
of lives lost. Just the Black
men and women killed by
police, if divided into those
millions of public dollars - tax
dollars - the individual
amounts would be embarrass-
ing and insulting, just as in
Latasha Harlins' case. But
who cares?  Right?

If members of any other
group in this country were
being killed at the same rate
as Black folks are being
killed, there would be a collec-
tive outrage and indignation
such that the problem would
be addressed, if not solved,
almost immediately.

Moreover, on the economic
side of things, just look at the
Orlando shootings. Days after
that tragedy $4 million was
raised for the victims - twice
the previous  GoFundMe
crowd funding record of $2
million - and all we hear in the
news reports is advocacy for
the "LGBT community."  

When have we heard so
much sympathy and advocacy
for Black folks on those news
shows?  When have we raised
significant amounts of money
for Black victims?  When have
we seen LGBT news reporters
take commercial breaks in
order to shed tears for Black
victims?  If Tamir Rice didn't
make that happen, nothing
will.

Money is pouring into
Orlando from private corpora-
tions, in part because LBGT's
are willing to leverage their
dollars in return for corpo-
rate support. (Don't be mad at
them; that's what we should
be doing) The Orlando Magic,
Disney, the Florida baseball
teams, and Mark Cuban,
owner of the Dallas
Mavericks, have given money
and other support in the after-
math of the latest shootings.
Even GoFundMe waived its
$100,000 transaction fee on the
contributions made by more
than 90,000 contributions.

Over the past three years,
we have also seen corpora-
tions use their power to affect
political change on behalf of
LGBT's. Yet corporations,
despite earning much of their
profit from Black consumers,
did virtually nothing for Eric
Garner's family, Sandra
Bland's family, John
Crawford's family, or Ezell
Ford's family. Why not?

Politically speaking, while
20 bullet-riddled bodies of
children in Sandy Hook
couldn't move them, politi-
cians will surely act now on
gun law legislation because
many of those killed in
Orlando were LGBT, the NRA
notwithstanding. What if
that had been a Black club? 

So, do our lives matter?
And who are we trying to con-
vince that they do matter?
First, our lives must matter to
us. We must be just as willing
to bring our causes to the fore-
front as gay people and other
groups are. We should see red,
black, and green colors every-
where when we are killed or
aggrieved. No one else is

going to do that for us, so we
must do it for ourselves. Are
we afraid? Ashamed?
Apathetic?

Where does this leave
Black people? Latasha
Harlins, Tamir Rice, and all
of those killed in between
and since, are calling out
from their graves for us to
respond appropriately to
what happened to them. Our
charge is to make our lives
matter to us, first and fore-
most, and then show a united
front to this nation that we
will not be relegated to a sub-
ordinate class and continue
to be ignored, dismissed, and
trampled upon by groups that
continually parlay our mis-
ery into their benefit. Until
other groups begin to sup-
port us the way we have sup-
ported them in this country
throughout history, we must
commit ourselves to a "Never
Again" approach and take
charge of our own destiny,
our own causes, and our own
security.

The only Black things that
matter are dollars and votes,
so why not leverage them to
get what we want?  

Jim Clingman, founder of
the Greater Cincinnati
African American Chamber
of Commerce, is the nation's
most prolific writer on eco-
nomic empowerment for Black
people. He can be reached
through his website, blacko-
nomics.com. He is the author
of Black Dollars Matter:
Teach Your Dollars How to
Make More Sense, which is
available through his website;
p r o f e s s i o n a l p u bl i s h i n g -
house.com and Amazon
Kindle eBooks.

Marc
Morial

Dr.
Julianne
Malveaux

James
Clingman

http://www.childrensdefense.org
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Bolivia, NC - Project Record
Books allow 4-H members to
reflect on their experiences
and what they learned from
them throughout the 4-H year.
Youth complete a 4-H plan, set
goals, provide evidence of
activities and learning, tell
their 4-H story, and elaborate
on leadership, citizenship,
and community service activ-
ities each year. They submit
Project Record Books repre-
senting the previous year's
work to the county event in
January and two from each
age division and content cate-
gory are selected to compete
in the Southeast District
Project Record Book event.

This year, twelve youth
submitted thirteen books in
Brunswick County and nine
moved on to the district event.
Volunteers and staff judge

project records in April. Each
book receives a score on the 4-
H scale of Excellent, Very
Good, Good, Fair, or Poor, and
each age division and content
category names gold, silver,
and bronze medal winners.

Brunswick County 4-H is
proud to announce the follow-
ing District Gold Medal win-
ner: In Personal Develop-
ment, ages 16-18, Alexis
Apple, with an excellent in
Leadership; and our District
Bronze winner and FIRST
time competitor: In Con-
sumer and Family Science,
ages 9-10, Ella Kirby also
receiving Excellent at the
County level.

Other youth receiving
Excellent at the county level
and moving on to the District
level included: Amelia Apple,
age 13-15, category Personal

Development and Leader-
ship, and Science and
Technology; Lena Devlin, age
13-15, category Animal
Science; Jillian Bowling, age
13-15, category Citizenship &
Civic Education; Kaitlin
Jones, age 13-15, category
Animal Science; Ella Kirby,
age 9-10, category Animal
Science; and Katlyn Toney,
age 13-15, category Personal
Development and Leader-
ship.

All 4-H members are
encouraged to complete proj-
ect record books and the
Brunswick County 4-H Office
offers training for members
and volunteers to help!
Contact us at (910) 253-2610 to
learn more about this, and
other, great opportunities for
youth!

To learn more about

Brunswick County 4-H and
how you can participate in
activities like these, contact
Angie Lawrence, 4-H Program
Assistant, at
angie_lawrence@ncsu.edu.
You can also call the
Cooperative Extension office
at 910-253-2610. Visit their
website http://brunswick-
co4h.shutterfly.com/ or blog
at http://brunswick4h.word-
press.com/ 

North Carolina State
University and North
Carolina A&T State
University commit themselves
to positive action to secure
equal opportunity regardless
of race, color, creed, national
origin, religion, sex, age, or
disability. In addition, the two
Universities welcome all per-
sons without regard to sexual
orientation.

COMMUNITY Thursday, June 23, 20166
New Hanover County

Community Services Block Grant Program at Eastern
Carolina Human Services Agency, Inc. is now accepting applica-
tions for Onslow, Duplin and New Hanover Counties, Monday-

Friday from 8:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. Onslow County call
910-347-2151, Duplin County call 910-285-5331 and
New Hanover County call 910-762-0010.

Smart Start of NHC will hold a Board of
Directors meeting on Tuesday, June 28th at 6;00
p.m. The meeting will be held in the Large
Training Room at the Smart Start office, 3534-F
South College Rd. All meetings are open to the
public. For more information contact Smart Start

at 910-815-3731.

The Burnett-Eaton Museum Foundation and St. Stephen
African Methodist Episcopal Church along with the community
and friends of Wilmington, North Carolina will "Celebrate The
Legacy and Preserve Our Community" through an outdoor event
and tour. The Walk of the heritage trail will take place through the
cobblestone streets of the city and we will learn of their
indomitable spirit and triumph through those tough times of our
history. It is free and open to all ages, youth are encouraged to bring
an adult with them at 10:00am Saturday, June 25, 2016 at Burnett-
Eaton Museum Foundation 410 North 7th Street. Then at 11:45am
the tour will proceed at St. Stephen African Methodist Episcopal
Church on 501 Red Cross Street. At 1:00pm there will be the inter-
mission and refreshments back at the museum. After that we will be
having the Meet of "Harriet Tubman"  Violence Prevention Pledge
at 2:00pm and the Heritage Trail will continue from there. For more
information, or inclement weather call Islah Speller 910-795-8597.

The New Hanover County Lupus Foundation Support Group
meets on the third Thursday of each month from 6:30 p.m. to 8:00pm
in Classroom D, Service Level, NHRMC. There is no charge to
attend the meeting, and drop-ins are welcome. Contact the LFANC
at info@lupusnc.org or at 877-849-8271, ext. 1. For more information,
visit www.lupusnc.org.

The New Hanover NAACP monthly meeting is Thursday, June
23rd at 7:00 p.m. at St. Stephen AME Church, 501 Red Cross Street,
Wilmington. Voter registration training will be offered at the meet-
ing. Members and friends are encouraged to attend. For more infor-
mation, call 910-765-0102 or email nhcnaacp@gmail.com.

The Wilmington Prostate Cancer Support Group meets at 6:00
p.m. the first Thursday monthly in the SEAHEC Auditorium at New
Hanover Regional Medical Center, 17th Street, Wilmington, NC.
Invited are men--and their partners--who are newly diagnosed and
researching treatments, those previously treated, those who are
experiencing a recurrence, and those who are undergoing advanced
treatment for prostate cancer. Support is available from those pre-
viously treated and formal programs and literature supply informa-
tion about all stages of prostate cancer and recovery.

Williston Senior High Class of '61 will have its June monthly
meeting on Sunday, June 26th (Fourth Sunday). SITE: Mount Olive
AME Church Fellowship Hall (1001 S. 7th Street). TIME: 6:00pm -
7:00pm. THIS IS A ONE-TIME TIME CHANGE because of another
event at Mt. Olive. The focus will be on the planning of the  2016
reunion to celebrate the 55th anniversary of graduation. All grad-
uates to participate in the meeting, as well as others who were "on
track" with us at Williston but graduated from somewhere else.
Also, we extend a special invitation to out-of-town classmates who
are in Wilmington on the 26th.

Brunswick County

The Navassa Parade Committee is accepting applications from
anyone who would like to come help celebrate the 35th Annual
Homecoming Parade on Saturday, July 9th at 10:00 a.m.
Applications can be picked up at Navassa Town Hall, 334 Main St.,
Navassa between 9:00 a.m.- 5:00 p.m. or www.townofnavassa.org.
Vendor applications can also be retrieved from the website.

Pender County

Pender County Training School-South Pender High Alumni
Association, Inc., will hold their 2016 School Reunion Cookout on
Friday, July 1st from 11:00 a.m.- until at PCTS/SPH Museum and
Community Resource Center, 1814 Shaw Highway, Rocky Point, NC
and Saturday, July 2nd the banquet will be held at Hampton Inn,
2320 S. 17th St., Wilmington, NC.

Policies for briefs, news, & photos on page 2.
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TTooddaayy''ss  ffaarrmmss

L iving on a farm was
hard work and there

were times
when we did
not all day.
Sometimes, it
would be decid-
ed that the day
was better for
fishing than for
f a r m i n g .
Farming was a
year round job.
Getting out of
bed and mak-
ing necessary

preparations for a good
breakfast and feeding the
farm animals and pets was a
task one was not likely to for-
get.

Then it was time to get a
hoe for the tobacco and corn
fields. The hoe is an imple-
ment with a thin flat blade on
a long wooden handle. It is
used for weeding or loosening
the soil around plants.

Weeding plants was very

important because the weeds
could grow tall and cover the
vegetable plants. This could
happen in cotton, peanut,
corn fields, etc. Once the
plants started growing in the
rich earth, one was able to
appreciate great growth.

On the farm today, technol-
ogy and the application of sci-
ence are especially useful in
the industrial or commercial
objectives of farming. This
involves the entire body of
methods and materials used
to achieve such objectives.

On Mt. Pisgah Road in
Supply, N. C., many acres of
tobacco still grow. There are
still cigarette factories in
some states. They manufac-
ture cigarettes from the
growth of such tobacco.
Cigarette smoking is still a
habit performed by many peo-
ple, even though smoking cig-
arettes can be harmful to our
bodies. Many people in the
United States will heed this

warning and stop smoking
cigarettes forever. Tobacco is
such a plentiful crop in North
Carolina that a North
Carolina town is named
Cigarette City.

Young people graduating
from high school are looking
for a summer job because they
want a better outlook on life.
One may have specific goals in
mind that will help him or her
choose the job/career best
suited for him or her. Whether
one wants to be a doctor, nurse,
cook, engineer, or worker in a
fast food restaurant, he or she
ought to start with positive
goals laid out.

Young people must be  pre-
pared to work hard and ready
to face difficult problems.
The more education one
acquires, the more likely he
or she will be to reach his or
her goals set for himself or
herself. Parents should
always encourage their
youngsters to go all the way

up that ladder of success.
Keep this in mind. You do not
want a part in selling drugs
because the next place for
you may well be the peniten-
tiary."

Verniece E. Stanley is a
native of Brunswick County.
She grew up on a farm but
wanted more excitement in
life. She graduated from high
school in Brunswick County
in 1948 and graduated from
Fayetteville State Teachers'
College in 1952. She taught
school in Brunswick County
for nine years. She moved to
Baltimore, Maryland, mar-
ried, and taught school for
twenty-five more years. She
received her master's degree
from Morgan State College in
Baltimore City. She retired
and moved back to Bolivia, N.
C. where she enjoys writing
articles for The Wilmington
Journal and is an active
member of the NAACP
Board.

Verniece
Stanley
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BY DARYL DOCKERY
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

On June 7th, 2016 program
parents, community leaders,
school officials, and others,
came together to recognized
and celebrate the achieve-
ments of participants
enrolled in the WRAAP After-
School Enrichment Academy
Program. The keynote speak-

er for the program gradua-
tion ceremony was New
Hanover County Sheriff, Mr.
Ed McMahon. Program activ-
ities included specialty
awards to students, parents,
program sponsors, volun-
teers, as well as, and food and
refreshments for guest.

On behalf of WRAAP we
want to recognize the 2016
"Student of the Year" Erica

Pennloza, Most Improved
Student "Shaiyan Bullock"
and "Parent of the Year"
Erica Sutton. Also, we want
to thank all of the program
sponsors and supporters for
their willingness to donate
their financial support, time,
and resources to help benefit
WRAAP.

WRAAP is an award win-
ning non-profit "youth"

organization in Wilmington.
The after school program
operates out of Freedom's
Way Ministries (1952 Dawson
St. WILM.). The company's
mission is to bridge the edu-
cational and social gaps that
exist amongst youths, fami-
lies, and communities. To
learn more about WRAAP
please visit the website at
www.nc-wraap.com.

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO
WRAAP PARTICIPANTS WITH SHERIFF ED MCMAHON
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New Hanover County
Schools is proud to announce
that the Class of 2016, with
1,671 graduates, earned over
$20 million in scholarships.
The graduates have been
accepted into prestigious col-
leges and universities

around the country. Many
chose to continue their edu-
cation at two and four-year
colleges, while others chose
to serve our country in dif-
ferent branches of the mili-
tary or by entering the work-
force.

NNHHCCSS  aannnnoouunncceess  tthhee  
CCllaassss  ooff  22001166  GGrraadduuaattiioonn RReeppoorrtt

CCaappee  FFeeaarr  CCoommmmuunniittyy  CCoolllleeggee  
ttoo  ooffffeerr  ffrreeee  pprrooffeessssiioonnaall  

ddeevveellooppmmeenntt  ttrraaiinniinngg  ffoorr  nnoonn--pprrooffiittss
Wilmington, NC – Cape

Fear Community College
will host its inaugural pro-
fessional development train-
ing for non-profits on
Wednesday, July 13 from 8:30
a.m. to 12:30 p.m. (EST). The
event will be held in CFCC’s
Union Station building,
located at 502 N. Front
Street in Wilmington. The
workshop, Management
Training for Non-Profit
Leaders, will focus on
human resource manage-
ment fundamentals, includ-
ing effective communica-
tion, conflict resolution,
providing feedback, and per-
formance management.

"This training is specifi-

cally designed for non-prof-
its and should be a great
resource for our community
partners,” said Lynn
Murphy, CFCC’s Workforce
Training Coordinator.

The event is free to execu-
tives and managers of non-
profit organizations in New
Hanover and Pender
County. An optional net-
working lunch is available
for $10 after the session. To
register, contact Lynn
Murphy at 910-362-7881 or
lmurphy@cfcc.edu. For
more information about
CFCC’s Workforce
Development program, visit
http://cfcc.edu/ce/work-
force-training/.
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WILLISTON HOLIDAY UPDATE

The Williston Alumni Association is NOT 
having any events this 4th of July because 

of costs associated with each event we have.
The Mix we normally have on that 
weekend requires that we purchase 

liability insurance and it is cost prohibitive.

It is our hope that you will, on your own, plan
to see others who are travelling home.
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Eric W. Thomas

Eric W. Thomas, 40, of
Wilmington, passed away
Sunday, June 12, 2016.
Services were held Saturday,
June 18, 2016 at Davis
Funeral Home.

Eric William Thomas
departed this life unexpected-
ly on Sunday, June 12, 2016 at
Pender Memorial Hospital in
Burgaw, North Carolina.
Eric was born on November
23, 1975 in Manhattan, New
York, the youngest child of
Gloria Delories Rolle and the
late Walter Thomas.

Eric spent most of his life
in New York and relocated to
Wilmington, NC three years
ago to join his mother and
family. He was educated in
the New York City Schools
System and later obtained
various certificates from
John Jay Criminal Institute
in Manhattan, New York. He
was an avid lover of basket-
ball and a master of horse
shoes since childhood. Eric
was known also for his cook-
ing style and his delicious
macaroni and cheese.
During his leisure time, he
loved being with his family
and friends and listening to
his favorite country musi-
cian, Darius Rucker.

Eric was known for his
tenacious smile and his jovial
disposition. He believed in
telling things like they were
and was known for his
straight talk which led to
straight understanding. Eric
simply enjoyed the simplicity
of life and making others
laugh. He was a loving
father, son, brother, uncle,
nephew, cousin and a won-
derful friend.

Eric will be greatly missed
by his children; Eric Floyd,
Jennell Thomas, Savion
Thomas and Elijah Thomas
all of New York; beloved
mother, Gloria Delories Rolle,
brothers, Dennis Earl
Bryant, William Rolle III,
Shamar Rolle, all of New
York, and Derrick Rolle
(Shatika) of Wilmington,
Delaware; sister, Dorothy
Jones of Aberdeen, North
Carolina; special friend
Vaquanna Anderson of
Rocky Point, North Carolina;
and a host of aunts, uncles,
nieces, nephews, cousins and
friends.

From this day forth
remember Eric's contagious
smile and sweet spirit. Eric
will be greatly missed by all
who knew him. Services
entrusted to Davis Funeral
Home, 901 S. 5th Ave,
Wilmington, NC 28401. Please
share memories and condo-
lences with the family at
www.davisfuneralhomenc.co
m.

Addie Jane Boone

Addie Jane Boone, daugh-
ter of the late Clarence and
Irene Webb Scott, was born
on August 2, 1937.

Addie, age 78, passed away
peacefully on Friday, June 10,
2016, surrounded by her fam-
ily. She grew up in
Clarendon, North Carolina
and later moved to
Wilmington, North Carolina,
where she attended Williston
High School. Later, she
moved to California and
worked for San Diego City
Schools, from which she

retired. "Addie Jane" as she
was affectionately called, was
a meek woman that was
admired by her children. Her
impact on others was known
to many, because of their own
personal experiences with
her.

Addie Jane enjoyed spend-
ing time with her children
and listening to music. Often
times they would have a
night of dancing, offering a
lot of love and just enjoy each
other. She also had a love for
wrestling and would travel to
Savannah, Georgia to see it
live. Addie Jane was united
in holy matrimony to James
Boone, Sr. on October 23,
1966, who also preceded her
in death. She was afforded
the opportunity to live in
multiple states due to his
being in the United States
Marine Corps.

In addition to her parents
and husband, Addie Jane was
preceded in death by her
daughter, Sheila Dozier; and
her sister, Gladys Cogdell.
She leaves to cherish fond
memories: three daughters,
Sandra Singleton (Herman),
Selena Johnson and Sabrina
Timberlake (William); one
son, James Boone, Jr.; eleven
grandchildren; twenty-four
great-grandchildren; a host
of aunts, uncles, nieces,
nephews, cousins, other rela-
tives and friends, including
two loving friends, Carolyn
Davis and Edna McNeil. A
Service of John H. Shaw's Son
Funeral Home.

Lenora Jean Drummond

Lenora Jean Drummond,
daughter of the late Oscar
and Margaret McKoy of
Wilmington, North Carolina,
was born on June 22, 1950.

Lenora surrounded by her
loving family departed this
earthly life on Friday, June
10, 2016. "Jean" as she was so
affectionately known was
employed with General
Electric in Castle Hayne,
North Carolina from which
she retired after thirty-seven
years of dedicated service.
Jean loved people. She was a
wonderful wife, mother,
grandmother, sister and
friend, always willing to help
everyone in times of need.
She took great pleasure in
her small business
"D*Fragrances," which
allowed her to use her natu-
ral gift to influence and
inspire.

In addition to her parents,
Jean was also preceded in
death by her siblings: Wydell
McKoy, Roy Lee McKoy, and
Robert McKoy. She leaves to
cherish very fond memories:
Her Husband: Edward
Reginald Drummond; Her
Children: LaSonya Downing
(Kerwin, Sr.), Stephen McKoy
(Cassandra), Kimberly
Drummond and Tiffany
Drummond; Grandchildren:
Alysia McLaurin, Olivia
Holman (Cpl Idarius),
Briauna McKoy, Nia
Atkinson and Kerwin
Downing, Jr.; siblings:
McKinley Sidberry (Yvonne),
Oscar Lee McKoy (Gladys),
Monroe McKoy (Joyce), Idell
McKoy, and Doris Farrior
(Tony); Sisters-in-law:
Patricia McKoy, Joyce Davis;
Aunts: Frances Cromartie,
Willie Mae Green, and
Lenora Dixon; A host of

cousins, nieces, nephews,
other relatives and beloved
friends. A Service of John H.
Shaw's Son Funeral Home.

Johnnie Mae Saxton

Johnnie Mae Saxton,
daughter of the late John and
Margaret Johnson Davis was
born March 7, 1935 in
Wilmington, North Carolina.
She departed this earthly life
on Sunday, June 12, 2016.

Johnnie Mae was educated
in the New Hanover County
School System. She attended
Williston Industrial School,
graduating in the Class of
1952. She later attended
school in Portsmouth,
Virginia. Early in life
Johnnie Mae was employed
with Singers Corporation.
She was a substitute teacher
and worked with the Senior
Aide Program assisting with
Sickle Cell until her health
failed. For 40 years she
worked with the New
Hanover County Board of
Elections and served as Chief
Judge for one of the precincts
for many years. She was
instrumental in getting oth-
ers to join her on the Board of
Elections. She was married
to Thomas Addison who pre-
ceded her in death. She later
married Vester Saxton, who
also preceded her in death. A
mother of six, Johnnie Mae
was an excellent cook and
was fun to be around. She
enjoyed family and took great
pride being the President of
the Davis Family Reunion.
Even during her last days,
she could be found checking
details to make sure this
year's reunion would be a
success. Known to everyone
as "Muh", she was an avid
lover of BINGO and would
not be disturbed during a
game. She also loved WORD
SEARCH. Johnnie Mae
attended First Baptist
Missionary Church early in
life and later White's Creek
Missionary Baptist Church
in the Lisbon Community,
where she faithfully attended
until her health failed.

In addition to her parents
and husband, she was also
preceded in death by two chil-
dren, Elizabeth Dakota
Addison and Glenn Addison;
three sisters and four broth-
ers. A wonderful mother,
grandmother, sister and
friend, she leaves to cherish
fond memories: Her
Children: D e n t r a l
(Lonnie) Howard, and
Thomas Tyrone Addison of
Wilmington, NC,
Beverly Addison, Florence,
SC and Toney (Cynthia)
Addison, Leland, NC;
Grandchildren: L a T a s h a
(Fiancé Raymond Mott)
Howard, Akima Howard,
Kameka Addison, Janine
Addison, KaMel Addison,
Danielle Addison and
Brandon Addison; Great-
Grandchildren: Darius
Howard, U'Neqa
McCrimmon, Cameron
Howard, Dereka Addison,
Brian Addison, Jimaya
Burgess, Makima Chambers
and Ava Addison; One Sister:
Madeline Crumdy; Three
Step-Sisters: Barbara Jacobs,
Mageline Williams and
Dorothy Lucille Graham;
Special Cousins:
Johnny "Buddy" McKoy,
Deloris Nixon, Carrie Davis,

Jessie Blue, Hazeline Sutton,
Earline Blue, Jay-Lynn
McKoy, Vivian Davis, Mable
Davis & Family, Eddie Lee
Davis & Family, Mychal
Robinson; Goddaughter:
Felicia Davis; Special
Friends: Pauline Keith,
Eleanor Pearce, Betty Lou
Robinson, Ann Ballard,
Kathy Melvin, Deacon Curtis
Harvey; a host of nieces,
nephews, other relatives and
many friends. A Service of
John H. Shaw's Son Funeral
Home.

Lou Lethia Myers

Lou Lethia Myers was sur-
rounded by her loving family
on Monday, June 13, 2016
when she made the transition
from her earthly body to her
heavenly home.

She was the first child
born to Joseph and Lillie Mae
Stukes on January 31, 1931.
While very young, her family
left their South Carolina
roots to pursue a life of
greater opportunity and set-
tled at 701 Woods Avenue,
Wilmington, NC. Lethia was
educated in the public school
system of Wilmington, NC
and she worked for several
years as cook for the New
Hanover Board of Education.
Cooking was not just her job,
it was her passion. Although
she was sweet to the core, she
was also a tough, straight for-
ward and no-nonsense lady.
If you needed it, she would
surely correct you and tell
you the truth with no sugar
coating on top. Just as the
Proverbs says, "The Lord cor-
rects the one he loves, just as
a father or mother corrects a
child he/she cares about. She
had nine children that she
loved tremendously. Marvin,
Wilbur, Joyce, Linda, Joan,
Alton, Vita, Michael and
Darrell, all got the same love
and lessons from their moth-
er; to work hard, love family
and love the Lord. Lou
Leitha was a woman of great
stamina, strength and
indomitable faith. She gave
her life to God at
I n t e r d e n o m i n a t i o n a l

Apostolic Church in
Washington, DC as her
daughter, Bishop Linda Pitt,
preached "Come Out of the
Valley of Dry Bones". She
continued her Christian jour-
ney under the teachings of
Dr. Robert Rich and First
Lady Allidease Rich at
Apostolic Community
Temple.

Lethia was preceded in
death by her parents, her
husband, Willie James
Myers; two sons, Marvin
Stukes and Alton Clinton; a
beloved daughter, Joyce
Hankins; a brother, James
Lee and two sisters, Mary
Franklin and Joyce Mae
Stukes. Left to cherish her
memory and continue her
legacy: her sons, Wilbur
Clinton of Wilmington, NC
and Vita Stukes (Cynthia) of
Stafford, VA, Michael Clinton
(Kimberly) of Smyrna, TN
and Darrell Clinton (Carol) of
Leland, NC; her beloved
daughters, Bishop Linda Pitt
(Jesse) of Stafford, VA and
Joan Lemon (Matthew) of
Wilmington, NC; brothers,
Edward Stukes of
Burlington, NJ, Cyrus
Syukes of Florida and
Donnie Stukes of
Wilmington, NC; sister, Artis
Stukes-Harvey of
Wilmington, NC; a special
friend, Denice Clinton; spiri-
tual daughter, Evangelist
Bertha Moses; lifelong friend,
Vera McLAurin; two close
friends, Ernestine Adams
and Virginia Cowart; 32
grandchildren, 57 great-
grandchildren, 11 great-
great-grandchildren, nieces,
nephews, cousins and
friends. A Service of John H.
Shaw's Son Funeral Home.
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John H. Shaw’s Son Funeral Home

To the friends 
of Rufus Johnson

After several weeks of
uncertainty, I think he 

knew his troubles were over
because he left here with a
smile on his face, as if he

was already in the presence
of God. If he had known
how happy he would look,

he would not have asked for
a closed casket but since he

we had to go along.
We would like to thank all of

our friends and neighbors
for their cards, their visits

and their many acts of
kindness. A special thank
you goes to First Baptist

Church for their wonderful
service and their hearty
repass when all was said 

and done.
And last but not least we

would like to thank 
John H. Shaw's Son Funeral

Home for being our guide
and companion when we
didn't know which way to
turn. May God bless all of

you.

The family of
Rufus Johnson

http://www.davisfuneralhomenc.co
mailto:shawfuneralhome@msn.com


BY REV. SUSAN K. SMITH
GEORGE CURRY MEDIA
COLUMNIST

The shooting at the Pulse
Club in Orlando was horrific.
Nobody would argue that.

But the fact that the shoot-
er dubbed himself a sympa-
thizer with ISIS, fitting the
description of "terrorist,"
has created movement in the
Congress that no other mass
shooting up until now has
been able to inspire.

There is something wrong
with that.

I thought that surely, when
the children at Sandy Hook
Elementary School were
blown to bits by 20-year-old
Adam Lanza, that the
Congress, many of whom
purport to be "pro-life,"
would act. I thought the law-
makers would unite and cre-
ate some type of gun-control
legislation that would make
it harder for some people to
get guns.

At the least, I thought they
would reinstate the ban on
assault weapons. But
Congress did nothing. Not
even the brutally maimed
bodies of little children could
move the Congress to act.
The National Rifle
Association (NRA) had a
hold, it seemed, that took
precedence with the specious

assertion that the president
was trying to take away the
Second Amendment rights of
Americans. The argument is
so full of holes, so weightless,
that it defies any attempt to

r a t i o n a l l y
challenge it.

Nothing, it
s e e m e d ,
would shake
even the
Democrats in
the House
and Senate.
All of the
l aw m a ke r s,
or nearly all
of them, dug

their heels in, dead, mangled
children notwithstanding.

But with the word "terror-
ism" invoked, the mood has
shifted a bit. As soon as it
became apparent that this
man who had connections
with ISIS, albeit distant, the
media ate it up. This was a ter-
rorism attack. This...was
against America. This ...was
something different, worthy of
greater attention and involve-
ment from lawmakers.

So, deaths wrought by
White Christians wielding
guns, are not worthy of seri-
ous consideration for some
kind of gun control? The
rights of people to buy guns -
not just guns, but assault
weapons - should be protect-

ed even if that means they
shoot up innocent people,
except in the case of the
shooter being a Muslim? The
massacre of innocent people
is "okay" until the shooter
sympathizes with ISIS?

Senators and
Representatives who have
heretofore been silent about
or in opposition to any form
of gun control are now speak-
ing out.

What the media is com-
pletely ignoring, as it contin-
ues to vilify Islam, is that
there are a lot of Christians,
White and Black, who are
"radicalized" as well as there
are Muslims. While the
media is saying that Islam
hates homosexuality, plenty
of Christians hate it, too.
Some Christians have even
said that the murder of the 49
people at Pulse got what they
deserved.

Radical Muslims and radi-
cal Christians are not that
much different when it
comes to this subject.

What the media is not con-
centrating on as hard as it is
concentrating on the terror-
ist aspect of this tragedy is
the fact that it seems like it
was at least as much a hate
crime as it was a terrorist
attack. And it may be that the
shooter was in conflict
because he was struggling

with identifying and accept-
ing his own sexuality. What
better way to kill that which
you don't like in yourself
than to kill someone outside
yourself who represents
what you are trying to deny?

Those who want to prove
that "radical Islamic terror-
ism" is on the rise, are almost
gleeful. This attack proves
their premise that that ter-
rorism is the major issue of
our time, and adds fuel to
their argument that
President Barack Obama is
the cause of it all.

Meanwhile, assault
weapons are still on the mar-
ket, the media is still feeding
the fear about Muslims, and
people continue to be mutilat-
ed by weapons of war. This is
in a so-called civilized socie-
ty.

It is disheartening and dis-
turbing, but it is the America
that we live in today.

Rev. Susan K Smith is an
ordained minister who lives in
Columbus, Ohio. She is the
author of several books,
including "Crazy Faith:
Ordinary People; Extraor-
dinary Lives" and "The Book
of Jeremiah: The Life and
Ministry of Jeremiah A.
Wright, Jr. She is available to
preach or do keynote address-
es. Reach her by emailing
revsuekim@sbcglobal.net.

New Hanover County

Central Missionary Baptist Church, 702 Red Cross
St., Usher Board will celebrate their anniversary on
Sunday, June 26th at 4:00 p.m. The guest speaker will be

Rev. Timothy Davis, pastor of New
Jerusalem Missionary Baptist Church
along with his choir, ushers and congre-
gation.

First Baptist Missionary Church, 520
North Fifth Avenue will have their
Annual Vacation Bible School, Monday,
June 20th - Friday, June 24th from 5:30
p.m. until 8:00 p.m. Vacation Bible School
is a fun and exciting time as we learn to
apply biblical teachings to our lives.

Come out and have a great time fellowshipping, singing,
creating crafts, playing games and more!   If transporta-
tion is needed please call the office, 910- 763-2647, and
leave your name, address and telephone number by 1:00
pm on the dates you plan to attend or leave your infor-
mation with Christina Sellars at 910- 617-3235.

Myrtle Grove First Born Holiness Church, 6601
Carolina Beach Rd., will hold their 62nd Church
Anniversary Celebration on Friday, June 24th at 7:00
p.m., Saturday, June 25th at 6:00 p.m. and Sunday, June
26th at 4:00 p.m.

St. Andrew AME Zion Church Family & Friends
Committee will hold Friday Night Live Musical on
June 24th at 7:00 p.m. Featuring Pastor Gregory, Barry
Smith & Co., Hoopers Chapel, Ian Davis, M &R Gospel
Singers and many more.

St. Phillip A.M.E. Zion Church located at 2913 Acorn
Branch Rd. in the Wrightsboro Community will hold
Vacation Bible School  from Monday, June 20th-Friday,
June 24th from 6:00p.m. to 8:00p.m. nightly. There will
be classes for the children and adults. Dinner will be
served nightly. Also the church will hold their General
Claims Rally on Saturday, June 25th at 4:00 p.m. Rev.
Richard Joyner from Hooper Chapel will be the guest
speaker along with his choir and congregation. And on
Sunday, June 26th at 11:00 a.m. and 3:30 p.m. St. Phillip
will hold their Annual Men's and Women's Day. Rev. Dr.
Carl Byrd will be the 11:00 a.m. guest speaker and Elder
Dan Smith, Jr., will be the 3:30 p.m. speaker. For addi-
tional information, you may contact  Sis. Ashley Hall at
910-540-4250, Sis. Aimee Brown at 910-368-3605, Sis.
Dentral N. Boykin at 910-200-4953, Dr. Nixon at 910-540-
4406 or the church at 910-251-9892

The L.O. Saunders Club of Mount Olive AME
Church, 1001 S. 7th St., will be holding a mini concert
and Hat Parade Show on June 26th at 3:30 p.m.
Refreshments will be served. For more information call
910-762-4506.

Bladen County

The Baldwin Branch Missionary Baptist Church
clothes closet will be open Saturday, ?June 25 from 8:00
a.m. to 11:00 a.m. The food pantry, “From His Table to
Yours” will be open as well 10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
Personal identifications and transportation are
required. No fees are involved in either ministry.
Baldwin Branch is located at 4047 NC 242 Highway
South; Elizabethtown NC.

Brunswick County

Brown's Chapel AME Zion Church, 725 Jabbertown
Rd., Southport, NC will celebrate Men's Day on Sunday,
June 26th 

Church Builders of Brunswick County & Walk
into Your Inheritance Outreach Ministries will hold
a free food and clothing giveaway on Saturday, June 25th
from 10:00 a.m.- 2:00 p.m. at 2072 Longwood Rd. NW Ash,
NC.

Crystal Spring Missionary Baptist Church, 4754
Blue Banks Rd., Leland, NC, will hold their Annual
Revival from Wednesday, June 29th - Friday, July 1st.
Devotion starts at 7:00 p.m. The minister will be Rev.
Richard Joyner pastor of Hooper's MB Church, Leland,
NC.

Policies for briefs, news, & photos on page 2.
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TELL SOMEBODYTELL SOMEBODY

""DDeeccllaarree  yyoouurr  iinnddeeppeennddeennccee!!""
"Stand fast therefore in the

liberty wherewith Christ hath
made us free, and be not
entangled again with the yoke
of bondage."  Galatians 5:1
"And ye shall know the truth,
and the truth shall make you
free."  John 8:32

The Declaration of
Independence was
adopted on July 4,

1776. Independence Day,
which is commonly known as
the Fourth of July, is a feder-
al holiday, which is annually
observed by our nation who
declared its independence
from the Kingdom of Great
Britain.

Every Christian Believer,
who has been "born again",
also has a right to decree and
declare an "Independence Day"
of their very  own to celebrate
an  official and eternal  release
and redemption of their soul
from walking in darkness!
"Then spake Jesus again  unto
them, saying, I am the light of
the world; he that followeth me
shall not walk in darkness, but
shall have the light of life."
John 8:12 

There is an excerpt from the
Declaration of Independence,
in  which Thomas Jefferson
stated  , "We hold these truths
to be self-evident, that all men
are created equal, and that they
are endowed by their Creator
with certain  unalienable
Rights, that among these are
Life, Liberty, and the pursuit of
Happiness."

Faith in God sets men free to
enjoy their liberty in Christ

Jesus!  Our liberty is not a
license to do our own thing, but
to do the will of God from the
renewed heart and the restored
soul. Yes, it's good to know our
"rights"!

When we come into the
knowledge of exactly what our
rights are, we should  decree

and declare,
what  God our
Creator says
in His Word
about us.
Life and
death are in
the power of
the tongue.
Each time we
say what God
says about us,
we are declar-
ing our own

independence!   We have many
Rights!  Glory to God!   Thank
you Jesus!

A Right To be Born Again
The bible tells us that all

have sinned and come short of
the glory of God. We were all
born  in sin!   We have all made
bad choices and wrong deci-
sions at some time in our lives.
We have all made mistakes and
messes. Therefore we all  qual-
ify for another chance to be
born again. When Nicodemus
came to Jesus by  night, with
the profound question, "How
can a man be born when he is
old?  Can he enter the second
time into his mother's womb,
and be born?  Jesus answered..
Verily, verily, I say unto thee,
Except a man be born of water
and of the Spirit, he cannot
enter into the kingdom of God.

That which is born of the flesh
is flesh; and that which is born
of the Spirit is spirit. Marvel
not that I said unto thee, Ye
must be born again."  John 34-7

"Which were born, not of
blood, nor of the will of flesh,
nor of the will of man, but of
God"  John 1:13

A Right To Be Saved
"For God so loved the world,

that he gave his only begotten
Son, that whosoever believeth
in him should not perish, but
have everlasting life. For God
sent not his Son into the world
to condemn the world; but that
the world through him might
be saved."  John 3:16-17

A Right to be Set Free
"If the Son therefore shall

make you free, ye shall be free
indeed."  John 8:36

A Right to Enter the
Kingdom of Heaven

"Blessed are the poor in spir-
it: for theirs is the kingdom of
heaven."  Matthew 5:3

A Right To Be Healed and
Delivered

"The Spirit of the Lord is
upon me, because he hath
anointed me to preach the
gospel to the poor; he hath
sent me to heal the broken-
hearted, to preach deliver-
ance to the captives, and
recovering of sight to the
blind, to set at liberty them
that are bruised."  Luke 4:18

A Right To Abundant Life
Jesus said in John 10:10

,"The thief cometh not, but for
to steal, and to kill, and to
destroy: I am come that they
might have life, and that they
might have it more abundantly."

A Right to the Tree of Life
"Blessed are they that do

his commandments, that
they may have right to the
tree of life, and may enter in
through the gates into the
city."  Revelation 21:14

As we join in the celebra-
tion for our nation's freedom,
let us never forget the right to
be spiritually free!   Some of
you may remember the day
and remember the hour that
you were saved, set free, and
delivered by God's Almighty
power!    If so, why not take a
moment and  Declare Your
own Independence Day?

Prayer: Lord I thank you
for setting me Free. Praise
the Lord, Hallelujah I'm free!
Tell Somebody!!!

"Mrs. Sylvia B. Hooper is a
native Wilmingtonian, mar-
ried to Pastor Johnson A.
Hooper, First Lady of Faith
Outreach COGIC, Jackson-
ville, N.C. She is a mother of
three wonderful children and
a proud grandmother! She is
a Licensed Evangelist with
COGIC, International. She is
the President of P.W.E. Pastors
Wives Empowerment Confe-
rence, an annual event held in
honor of Pastors and minis-
ters Wives. This support
group's focus is to Encourage,
Embrace and Empower Elect
Ladies    to be all they can be
in Christ Jesus, while provid-
ing support to their husbands,
who are Gospel preachers and
pastors. Her heart's desire is to
please the Lord, rescue the per-
ishing, comfort the dying, and
live a life that gives God glory!

Sylvia
Hooper

““TTeerrrroorriissmm””  mmoovveess  CCoonnggrreessss  mmoorree  tthhaann  ddeeaadd  cchhiillddrreenn

OOnnee  yyeeaarr  aafftteerr  CChhaarrlleessttoonn  mmaassssaaccrree::  RRoooott  ccaauusseess  ooff  eexxttrreemmiisstt  vviioolleennccee  rreemmaaiinn  uunnaaddddrreesssseedd  

Rev. Susan
K. Smith

SPECIAL TO THE TRICE
EDNEY NEWS WIRE
FFRROOMM  TTHHEE  SSOOUUTTHHEERRNN
PPOOVVEERRTTYY  LLAAWW  CCEENNTTEERR

(TriceEdneyWire.com) - A
year ago on June 17, a young
White supremacist gunned
down nine Black parish-
ioners at a historic church
in Charleston, S.C., marking
the violent start to a lethal
year of extremist violence
in the United States.

•In San Bernardino,
Calif., in the coming
months, Islamist radicals
would kill 14 people.

•In Colorado Springs,
Colo., an anti-abortion
extremist would shoot three
people to death at a Planned
Parenthood clinic.

•In Oregon, anti-govern-
ment militants would take
over a wildlife refuge, spark-
ing a standoff that ended
with one of the militants
being shot and killed by
authorities.

•And in Orlando, Fla., a
gunman would slaughter 49
people at a gay nightclub,
one of the worst mass shoot-
ings in U.S. history.

The roll call of communi-
ties devastated by extremist
violence in the year since
the Charleston massacre is
evidence that national and
local leaders have not
addressed the root causes of
this violence, such as online
radicalization and the main-
streaming of radical right
ideas by politicians and
other public figures. The
country's changing demo-
graphics as well as changes
in the cultural and legal
landscape - such as the
acceptance of same-sex
marriage - have attracted
some segments of the popu-
lation to these ideas.

"There was some
progress in addressing sym-
bols of hate after the
Charleston shooting," said
Southern Poverty Law
Center (SPLC) President
Richard Cohen. "It was
encouraging to see the
Confederate battle flag
removed from the Capitol
grounds in both South
Carolina and Alabama. We
have, however, failed as a
nation to recognize and

address the underlying
causes of extremist vio-
lence. And we won't truly
learn the lessons of
Charleston until we address
these causes."

The suspected gunman,
Dylann Roof, was indoctri-
nated into the world of
White nationalism online
before the shooting at
Emanuel AME Church,
although he apparently had
no personal contact with
hate groups or activists.
During the attack, he told
his victims that African-
Americans "are raping our
women and taking over the
country." Similarly, the mur-
derer in Orlando may have
been radicalized online,
according to federal author-
ities.

The SPLC has document-
ed how the internet has
been effective in radicaliz-
ing so-called "lone wolves"
like Roof and, apparently,
Orlando killer Omar
Mateen. It has also found
that rhetoric once confined
to the radical right is now
being parroted by many

mainstream politicians and
other public figures. Most
recently, Donald Trump has
called for a ban on Middle
Eastern immigrants, sug-
gested that a judge was
unable to impartially pre-
side over a case because of
his Mexican ancestry, and
hinted that President
Obama is actually on the
side of Islamist terrorists
like Mateen.

This environment has
allowed extremism to flour-
ish. The SPLC has docu-
mented a 14 percent rise in
the number of hate groups
in 2015, from 784 groups in
2014 to 892. Antigovernment
"Patriot" groups - armed
militias and others animat-
ed by conspiracy theories -
also grew 14 percent during
the same period, expanding
from 874 groups to 998. That
compares to a mere 149 such
groups in 2008, before
Obama was elected.

"When you look at the car-
nage in the year since
Charleston - as well as the
growth of extremist groups
- it's clear that there's a com-

bustible atmosphere in our
country right now," said
SPLC Senior Fellow Mark
Potok. "It is beyond reckless
to exploit the anger and
polarization that's out there.

Unfortunately, that's not
stopping some people. The
attack in Charleston should
have been a wake-up call.
We've paid the price as a
nation for ignoring it."
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NINE VICTIMS OF CHARLESTON MASSACRE

mailto:revsuekim@sbcglobal.net


PLACE YOUR AD

FAX & EMAIL ORDERS:
Include the following information:

• Full Name, billing address, and phone number
• Date(s) you want the ad to appear

• Name and daytime phone number of contact for any questions or clarifications

Rates: $20.00 Per Column Inch.
All Ads Are Payable In Advance Unless You Are An Established Advertiser. We accept …By Phone

910-762-5502
Monday–Friday 

9:00 a.m.–5:00 p.m. 
…By Fax

910-343-1334
24 Hours/7 Days

…By Email
wilmjournads@aol.com

24 Hours/7 Days

CLASSIFIED
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UNCW seeks Office
Manager.  This position
will provide secretarial,
administrative, research
and technical assistance
to the director and staff
of the Counseling Center
and University Testing
Services. The incumbent
must have excellent
oral/written communica-
tion skills, interpersonal
skills and organizational
skills. EEO/AA Employer.
To apply:
http://jobs.uncw.edu/po
stings/5376

LEGAL NOTICESLEGAL NOTICES

When it comes to

legal advertising, 

The 

Wilmington Journal 

is qualified to meet

all your needs in 

accordance with 

North Carolina

General Statute 

1-597. 

Notice to Creditors, 

Notice of Bids,

Service by

Publication, Divorce,

Foreclosures, Notice

of Sale, Etc. 

OUR PRICES ARE 

COMPETITIVE! 

Contact us for 

special rates at 

(910-762-5502)

Ext. 22 

or

wilmjournads@aol.com

Attention
Attorneys 

and 
Government

Agencies

It Pays To Advertise In  

THE WILMINGTON JOURNAL

For Information,

Call Us At 910-762-5502

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF NEW HANOVER

IN THE GENERAL COURT 
OF JUSTICE

SUPERIOR COURT DIVISION
COUNTY OF NEW HANOVER

BEFORE THE CLERK

The undersigned, having qualified as
Executor of the Estate of Dennis
Michael Edmonds, deceased, of New
Hanover County, North Carolina, here-
by notifies all persons, firms and corpo-
rations having claims against said
estate to present them to the under-
signed at the address shown below on
or before September 9, 2016 or this
Notice shall be pleaded in bar of their
recovery.  All persons, firms and corpo-
rations indebted to said estate are
requested to make immediate payment
to the undersigned at the address
shown below.

This the 9th day of June, 2010.

Geraldine Edmonds
of the Estate of Dennis Michael
Edmonds
c/o BRITT LAW FIRM
720 North 3rd St. Ste. 401
Wilmington, North Carolina 28401

June 9, 16, 23, 30, 2016

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF NEW HANOVER

The undersigned, having qualified as
Executor of the estate of Ashby C.
Lewis, deceased, of the New Hanover
County, North Carolina, does hereby
notify all persons, firms and corpora-
tions having claims against the estate
to exhibit them to the undersigned on
or before the 9th day of September,
2016, or this notice will be pleaded in
bar of their recovery.  All persons,
firms and corporations indebted to
said estate please make immediate
payment to the undersigned.

This the 9th day of June, 2016

Sherrill L. Lewis, Executor
2951 Page Rd.
Wade, NC 28395

June 9, 16, 23, 30, 2016

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF NEW HANOVER

The undersigned, having qualified as
Collector of the estate of John
Wesley Chauncey, deceased, of the
New Hanover County, North Carolina,
does hereby notify all persons, firms
and corporations having claims
against the estate to exhibit them to
the undersigned on or before the 9th
day of September, 2016, or this
notice will be pleaded in bar of their
recovery.  All persons, firms and cor-
porations indebted to said estate
please make immediate payment to
the undersigned.

This the 9th day of June, 2016

Dorothy Mae Chauncey,  Collector
419 Sheppard Rd.
Wilmington, NC 28411

June 9, 16, 23, 30, 2016

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF NEW HANOVER

The undersigned, having qualified as
Administrator of the estate of
Kimberly Bullard Benson,
deceased, of the New Hanover County,
North Carolina, does hereby notify all
persons, firms and corporations hav-
ing claims against the estate to exhib-
it them to the undersigned on or
before the 16th day of September,
2016, or this notice will be pleaded in
bar of their recovery.  All persons,
firms and corporations indebted to
said estate please make immediate
payment to the undersigned.

This the 16th day of June, 2016

Joanne H. Bryan,  Administrator
108 Gladiolus Rd.
Castle Hayne, NC 28429

June 16, 23, 30, July 7, 2016

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF NEW HANOVER

The undersigned, having qualified as
Executrix of the estate of Wade R.
Shanklin, deceased, of the New
Hanover County, North Carolina, does
hereby notify all persons, firms and
corporations having claims against
the estate to exhibit them to the
undersigned on or before the 16h
day of August, 2016, or this notice
will be pleaded in bar of their recov-
ery.  All persons, firms and corpora-
tions indebted to said estate please
make immediate payment to the
undersigned.

This the 16th day of June, 2016

Phyllis C. Shanklin, Executrix of the
Estate of Ruthy Elizabeth Rountree
Davis 
924 Arboretum Drive
Wilmington, NC 28405
Murchison, Taylor & Gibson, PLLC
16 North Fifth Avenue
Wilmington, NC 28403

June 16, 23, 30, July 7, 2016

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF NEW HANOVER

The undersigned, having qualified as
Administrator of the estate of Albert
Jackson, deceased, of the New
Hanover County, North Carolina, does
hereby notify all persons, firms and
corporations having claims against the
estate to exhibit them to the under-
signed on or before the 2nd day of
September, 2016, or this notice will
be pleaded in bar of their recovery.  All
persons, firms and corporations
indebted to said estate please make
immediate payment to the under-
signed.

This the 2nd day of June, 2016

Reginald G. Jackson,  Administrator
1202 S. 8th Street
Wilmington, NC 28401

June 2, 9, 16, 23, 2016

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF NEW HANOVER

The undersigned, having qualified as
Executor of the estate of Jeanette
McIntyre, deceased, of the New
Hanover County, North Carolina, does
hereby notify all persons, firms and
corporations having claims against the
estate to exhibit them to the under-
signed on or before the 16th day of
September, 2016, or this notice will
be pleaded in bar of their recovery.  All
persons, firms and corporations
indebted to said estate please make
immediate payment to the under-
signed.

This the 16th day of June, 2016

Jacqueline N. Sweat,  Executor
1423 Creekwatch Lane
Cary, NC 27513

June 16, 23, 30, July 7, 2016

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF NEW HANOVER

The undersigned, having qualified as
Executrix of the estate of Ruthy
Elizabeth Rontree Davis, deceased,
of the New Hanover County, North
Carolina, does hereby notify all per-
sons, firms and corporations having
claims against the estate to exhibit
them to the undersigned on or before
the 16h day of August, 2016, or this
notice will be pleaded in bar of their
recovery.  All persons, firms and corpo-
rations indebted to said estate please
make immediate payment to the
undersigned.

This the 16th day of June, 2016

Sheryl Vanessa Davis Funderburk,
Executrix of the Estate of Ruthy
Elizabeth Rountree Davis 
P.O. Box 394
Winston-Salem, NC 27102
Murchison, Taylor & Gibson, PLLC
16 North Fifth Avenue
Wilmington, NC 28403

June 16, 23, 30, July 7, 2016

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF NEW HANOVER

The undersigned, having qualified as
Collector of the estate of Julia
Elizabeth Johnson, deceased, of the
New Hanover County, North Carolina,
does hereby notify all persons, firms
and corporations having claims against
the estate to exhibit them to the
undersigned on or before the 9th day
of September, 2016, or this notice
will be pleaded in bar of their recovery.
All persons, firms and corporations
indebted to said estate please make
immediate payment to the under-
signed.

This the 9th day of June, 2016

Matthew Johnson,  Collector
404 S. 14th St.
Wilmington, NC 28401

June 9, 16, 23, 30, 2016

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF NEW HANOVER

The undersigned, Preston A.
McClendon, III, having qualified on the
16th day of May, 2016, as
Administrator of the Estate Debra M.
McLendon, deceased, this is to notify
all persons, firms, and corporations
having claims against the Estate that
they must present them to the under-
signed at GRAVES MAY PLLC, c/o
Attorney David Anderson, 5700
Oleander Dr. Wilmington, North
Carolina, 28403, on or before the 26th
day of September, 2016, or the
claims will be forever barred thereafter,
and this notice will be pleaded in bar
recovery.  All persons, firms, and cor-
porations indebted to said Estate will
please make prompt payment to the
undersigned at the above address.

This 16th of June, 2016. 

Preston A McLendon, III, Administrator
ESTATE OF DEBRA M. MCLENDON
David Anderson
GRAVES MAY, PLLC
5700 Oleander Dr.
Wilmington, NC 28403

June 23, 30, July 7, 14,  2016 

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF NEW HANOVER

The undersigned, having qualified
as Co-Executors of the estate of
Ruby Elnora Lockard Smith,
deceased, of the New Hanover
County, North Carolina, does here-
by notify all persons, firms and cor-
porations having claims against the
estate to exhibit them to the under-
signed on or before the 9th day of
September, 2016, or this notice
will be pleaded in bar of their recov-
ery.  All persons, firms and corpora-
tions indebted to said estate please
make immediate payment to the
undersigned.

This the 9th day of June, 2016

Johnny M. Smith, Co-Executor
101 Lucille's Place
Burgaw, NC 28425
Jeanne S. Rieman, Co- Executor
1167 Kings Landing Rd.
Hampstead, NC 28443

June 9, 16, 23, 30, 2016

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF NEW HANOVER

The undersigned, having qualified
as Executrix of the estate of Linda
H. Gross (aka Sarah Linda
Hutchison), deceased, of the New
Hanover County, North Carolina,
does hereby notify all persons,
firms and corporations having
claims against the estate to exhibit
them to the undersigned on or
before the 16th day of
September, 2016, or this notice
will be pleaded in bar of their recov-
ery.  All persons, firms and corpora-
tions indebted to said estate please
make immediate payment to the
undersigned.

This the 16th day of June, 2016

Lisa Aycoth, Executrix of the Estate
of Linda H. Gross (aka Sarah Linda
Hutchison) 
1205 Belmont Stakes Avenue
Indian Trail, NC 28079
Murchison, Taylor & Gibson, PLLC
16 North Fifth Avenue
Wilmington, NC 28403

June 16, 23, 30, July 7, 2016

NOTICE OF SERVICE OF
PROCESS BY PUBLICATION

STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
COUNTY OF NEW HANOVER 

IN THE DISTRICT COURT 
JUVENILE SESSION
File No. 16 JT 138

IN THE MATTER OF:
B.G.T. (DOB: 03-19-2016)

TO:  ANY UNKNOWN BIO-
LOGICAL FATHER OF THE
ABOVE CAPTIONED FEMALE
CHILD BORN IN WILMING-
TON, NORTH CAROLINA.

Take notice that a
pleading seeking relief against
you has been filed in the
above-entitled action.  The
nature of the relief being
sought is as follows:

Termination of all
parental rights you have to the
above-captioned minor chil-
dren.

You are required to
make defense to such pleading
within thirty (30) days follow-
ing  June 9, 2016, which date is
the date of first publication of
this Notice.  Upon your failure
to do so, the party seeking
service against you will apply
to the Court for the relief
sought.

YOU ARE HEREBY
NOTIFIED THAT A HEARING ON
THE PETITION TO TERMINATE
YOUR PARENTAL RIGHTS IS
SCHEDULED FOR June 27,
2016, AT 9:30 A.M. or as soon
thereafter as it may be heard,
at the Office of Juvenile
Justice, 138 N 4th Street,
Wilmington, North Carolina,
28401.

This the 9th day of June, 2016.

LeeAnne Quattrucci
Attorney for the Petitioner
401 Chestnut Street, Suite J
Wilmington, NC 28401
Tel.#:  910-795-0230
Fax #: 910-401-1485

June 9, 16, 23, 2016

LEGAL NOTICES LEGAL NOTICES LEGAL NOTICES EMPLOYMENT
BRUNSWICK COUNTY

INVITATION TO
PREQUALIFY AND BID

Sealed Prequalification
Applications will be received
until 3:00 p.m. on July 19,
2016 in the office of the
Brunswick County Engineering
Services Department for the
construction of:  Carolina
Shores North Wastewater
Collection System.
Applications received after the
designated time will not be
accepted. The contract shall be
Single Prime. A general
description of the work
includes:

•Provide all materials, labor,
and incidentals for the installa-
tion of approximately 84 lf of
8-inch gravity sewer, a 280-
gallon per minute duplex
pump station with telemetry
and on site generator, 158 lf of
6-inch force main, 4,023 lf of
2-inch pressure sewer, 16,297
lf of 2.5-inch pressure sewer,
11,659 lf of 4-inch pressure
sewer, and 1,438 lf of 6-inch
pressure sewer including low
pressure sewer services, ero-
sion control, clearing and
grading as per plans and spec-
ifications.

Directions to the Engineering
Services Department are as
follows:  From Wilmington fol-
low US 17 toward Bolivia. Turn
left onto 17 Business toward
the Brunswick County
Government Center. Turn right
onto Government Center
Drive. Engineering Services is
in Building I behind the court-
house.

Pre-Bid Meeting:  An open pre-
bid meeting will be held for all
prequalified bidders and ven-
dors at the Brunswick County
Engineering Services Building I
at a date and time to be deter-
mined later.

Bid Submittal:  Sealed bids will
be received at a date and time
to be determined later in the
office of the Brunswick County
Engineering Services from
approved, prequalified con-
tractors. Adjustments to the
bid date and time shall be by
addendum sent to approved,
prequalified bidders.

The Prequalification
Application is available at the
following locations during nor-
mal business hours:

•NC Interactive Purchasing
online www.ips.state.nc.us
•Carolinas A. G. C. Digital Plan
Room online www.cagc.org on
IBuild®
•Hispanic Contractors
Association of the Carolinas
online www.hcacarolinas.org
•Brunswick County
Engineering Services
Department (8 a.m. - 4:30
p.m. business days)
•WKDickson.com

Brunswick County reserves the
unqualified right to reject any
and all bid proposals. A 5% bid
bond or deposit is required
with the bid only. Brunswick
County has implemented a
Minority Business Enterprise
Policy that requires contractors
to exhibit good-faith effort
during the bid phase to con-
tract minority business con-
tractors whose work on the
project would represent 10%
of the total value of the work.
Contractors must be properly
licensed. Additional instruc-
tions to bidders shall be includ-
ed in the Contract Documents.
Bonds and MBE documentation
are not required with the
Prequalification Application.

June 23, 2016

M E E T I N G   N O T I C E

A meeting of the Transportation
Advisory Committee (TAC) of the
Wilmington Metropolitan Planning
Organization (MPO) will be held
on Wednesday, June 29th at
3:00pm in the 6th Floor
Conference Room in the New
Hanover County office building at
320 Chestnut Street, Wilmington,
NC.

The TAC is comprised of elected
officials from local governments
in the Wilmington area and the
North Carolina Board of
Transportation.  The TAC sets the
priorities for regional transporta-
tion planning and State and
Federal transportation infrastruc-
ture investments in the
Wilmington area.  

A 15-minute public comment
period will be available at the
beginning of the meeting.  Please
contact Penny Bray at 341-3258,
in advance if possible, if you plan
to speak during the public com-
ment period.

Mike Kozlosky
Executive Director
Wilmington Urban Area
Metropolitan Planning
Organization

June 23, 2016

NOTICE OF SERVICE OF
PROCESS BY PUBLICATION

STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF NEW HANOVER

IN THE DISTRICT COURT
JUVENILE SESSION

FILE NO.  14 JT 194, 195

IN THE MATTER OF:
J.A.K.    (DOB:  4/28/2014)
A.J.M    (DOB:  3/17/2011)

TO: RESPONDENTS:
JESSICA KIGER, BIOLOGI-
CAL MOTHER OF J.A.K. AND
A.J.M., MALE CHILDREN
BORN IN NEW HANOVER
COUNTY, NORTH CAROLINA
AND MARIO LOPEZ MAR-
TINEZ, BIOLOGICAL
FATHER OF A.J.M., THE
ABOVE CAPTIONED MALE
CHILD. 

Take notice that a
pleading seeking relief against
you has been filed in the
above-entitled action.  The
nature of the relief being
sought is as follows:

Termination of all
parental rights you have to the
above-captioned minor chil-
dren.

You are required to
make defense to such pleading
within forty (40) days following
June 23, 2016, which date is
the date of first publication of
this Notice.  Upon your failure
to do so, the party seeking
service against you will apply
to the Court for the relief
sought. You have the right to
attend this hearing and you
have the right to be represent-
ed by counsel and can apply for
court appointed counsel.

Attorney Lyana
Hunter, has been appointed to
represent Jessica Kiger, and
she can be reached at 320
Chestnut Street, Wilmington,
NC 28401 (910) 343-5423,
lyana.g.hunter@nccourts.org; 

Attorney LeeAnne
Quattrucci, has been appointed
to represent Mario Lopez
Martinez, 401 Chestnut Street,
Ste. J, Wilmington, NC  28401
( 9 1 0 ) 7 9 5 - 0 2 3 0 ,
laqlaw@yahoo.com;

YOU ARE HEREBY
NOTIFIED THAT A HEARING ON
THE PETITION TO TERMINATE
YOUR PARENTAL RIGHTS IS
SCHEDULED FOR AUGUST 29,
2016, AT 9:30 A.M. or as soon
thereafter as it may be heard,
at the Office of Juvenile
Justice, 138 N 4th Street, P.O.
Box 2560, Wilmington, North
Carolina, 28401.

This the 23th day of June,
2016.

Dean W. Hollandsworth
Senior Staff Attorney - New
Hanover Co. Dept.
of Social Services
1650 Greenfield Street
Wilmington, NC  28401
PO Drawer 1559
Wilmington, NC  28402-1559
(910) 798-3511
(910) 798-3772 * fax

June 23, 30, July 7, 2016

mailto:wilmjournads@aol.com
http://jobs.uncw.edu/po
mailto:wilmjournads@aol.com
http://www.ips.state.nc.us
http://www.cagc.org
http://www.hcacarolinas.org
mailto:lyana.g.hunter@nccourts.org
mailto:laqlaw@yahoo.com


EAEAGLE ISLANDGLE ISLAND
FRFRUIT & SEAFOODUIT & SEAFOOD

Highway 421 North
Wilmington, NC 28401

“Biggest Little“Biggest Little
SStore tore YYou Everou Ever

Saw”Saw”
LIVE BAIT & TACKLE

762-1193762-1193

John Wilder
Independent Associate

Executive Director
Small Business & Group 

910-297-0925 or 888-286-0168
Opportunity Info 512-404-2330
legalshieldassociate.com/wilderj

Home 910-675-1250
Cell 910-540-4406
Office 910-675-3840

NC LICENSE #2473
NATION WIDE SERVICE

3-N-1 BAIL
BONDING CO.

Owner/Operator
Mary C. Nixon

Bail Bonding Agent

P.O. Box 12831
Wilmington, NC 28405

“Trust me for all your
life insurance needs...

permanent, term, 
universal & retirement.”

State Farm  Insurance Companies
Home Offices: Bloomington, Illinois

Henry B. Brown
Agent

CALL ME

2816-A South College Rd.
Wilmington, NC 28412

Bus.: 910-395-2300
Home: 910-794-9359

HERE HERE ARE OUR CARDSARE OUR CARDS . .
WWhhaatteevveerrWWhhaatteevveerr you’re looking for, consider these local businesses 

BUSINESS CCARDSThursday, June 23, 2016 10

OWEN METTS REALTY
We can help! 

We specialize in the
following services:

• Buying, selling, or 
investments real estate 

• Real estate consulting services
• Loan modifications, 

foreclosure counseling
• Credit and budget 

counseling
•HUD Register Agent

•Estate Planning

NEW LISTINGS NEEDED
DO YOU WANT TO SELL OR RENT

YOUR PROPERTY?
WE MAY HAVE A BUYER OR RENTER

WAITING FOR YOUR PROPERTY
DO YOU WANT TO PURCHASE PROPERTY?

Please call us first 
TODAY FOR AN APPOINTMENT

321 North Front Street • Phone: 910-763-3777 
Cell: 910-297-6997

Email: ometts@yahoo.com
OWEN E. METTS, SR., 

Licensed Realtor/Broker, Certified Housing
Counselor

FIRSTFIRST

THE BENEFIT CONNECTION
We can help you! 

When  experience matters, Call us today!

Monday - Friday 9 am-5 pm * 910.763.3777 

We represent several insurance companies 

Owen E. Metts, Sr., Licensed Agent

The Benefit Connection 
321 North Front Street 
Wilmington, NC 28401 
910.763.3777 Phone

910.297.6997 Cell

We can help you save money!

Personal and professional

service for over 30 years. 

We specialize in: 
Health, life, disability, dental,

group and individuals 
Roth IRAs, 401-k's, 403-b's, annuities 

Long term care and Medicare supplements 
Regardless of your health or age 

CALL US TODAY. 

ANYTIME - 24 HOURS

Office
910-383-0610

Cell
910-512-0693

UNLIMITED BONDS

A.M. - P.M.
BAIL BONDING
A.M. - P.M.
BAIL BONDING

Patricia White SAM’S 
RAPID RESPONSE 
Mobile Auto Repair

OWEN METTS
REALTY

Identify Theft: America’s Fasting Growing Crime!
Think you’re not at risk? Unfortunately you are.
Do you...
hand your credit card to servers at restaurants?
sign your credit cards?
supply personal information over the internet?
keep your Social Security number in your wallet or purse?
leave mail at your home or business for the postal carrier to collect?
throw away mail with personal information without shredding it?

Have you......
thought about writing or revising your will?
been audited by the IRS?
purchased a home?
been a defendant in a civil lawsuit?
signed a contract of any kind?
paid a bill you thought was unfair?
received an inaccurate credit report?
received a moving traffic violation you thought was unjustified?
had any type of legal question?

LEGAL EMPOWERMENT FOR YOUR LIFE
Your Family• Your Will• Your Money• Your Retirement•Your Car

272 N. Front Street, Suite 300
Post Office Box 2279

Wilmington North Carolina 28402-2279
Email: pgrear@grearlaw.com
Phone: (910) 763-4671
Facsimile: (910) 763-0925
Toll Free (800) 222-8009

Areas of Practice:
New Hanover, Pender,

Brunswick, Columbus, &
Duplin Counties

Appointments only:
For cost and details: www.grearlaw.com

 CONSUMER BANKRUPTCY
AUTO ACCIDENTS
WORKERS COMPENSATION
 SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY
 TRAFFIC TICKETS
WILLS & ESTATES

 POWERS OF ATTORNEY
 DEED PREPARATION
 BUSINESS FORMATIONS
 CREDIT REPAIR

(Nationwide)
 ELDER LAW

Peter Grear, Attorney at Law

•On site mobile repair
•All minor and major

repairs 
•Foreign and Domestic

•New and used tires
•Valet service

OIL CHANGE $27.95
BRAKES

$40.00 + PARTS
1611 Castle Hayne Rd.

Building D5
Wilmington, NC 28401

910-233-7977

SAM
NEWKIRK

Harold D. Sidbury, Sr.

Anything You Need Done • We Do It • No Job Too Small

910-620-0075
FAX: 910-792-6971

pamelawilm9@aol.com
Harold D.

Sidbury, Sr.

mailto:ometts@yahoo.com
mailto:pgrear@grearlaw.com
http://www.grearlaw.com
mailto:pamelawilm9@aol.com
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