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GIRL SCOUT TROOP
PROMOTES ‘WALK
WEEK’ IN CELEBRATION
OF EARTH DAY TO HELP
AIR QUALITY – PAGE 4

By Lorraine Gabbert
Senior Staff Writer

On behalf of wildlife, Almaden resi-
dents have implored Almaden Golf
and Country Club to refill Echo

Lake, which was drained by the Country
Club following a leak. Neighbors have also
expressed concern regarding the pending
sale and development of the Echo Lake
property.

“I was shocked to hear that this beautiful,

little lake had been drained,” says resident
Valerie Fulton. “Especially in this drought,
it is a very important source for nesting and
water for the birds and animals around
Almaden, and coming out of Quicksilver
Park.”

Resident David Meidinger is also frustrat-
ed with the timing. “There should have been
a plan as to when to drain it, and a plan to
refill it immediately,” he says.

See ECHO LAKE, page 8

QUOTE OF THE WEEK: "Not only do our officers make a sacrifice when they put on the uniform... but so do their families." – Mayor Sam Liccardo, page 15

ECHOES 
OF GLORY

Echo Lake: An echo of its former self

LOCAL CRIME

Neighborhood crime 
prevention meeting held at
San Jose Chinese School

By Agnes Mak and Shireen Tung
Special to the Times

The increase in break-ins and burglaries
were discussed at a community service
seminar organized by the San Jose

Chinese School located at Leland High School
on March 28.

Officer Rey Cedeno represented the Crime
Prevention Unit of San Jose Police Department
at the meeting and the meeting began with a
moment of silence to honor Officer Michael
Johnson who recently lost his life in the line of
duty.

Officer Cedeno first introduced the relation-
ships between the four important components 

See CRIME PREVENTION, page 5

Echo Lake then (inset, right) and now (above). Photos courtesy of Chih-Hsin Wang

GRAYSTONE SPRING
CELEBRATION AND
WALKATHON RAISES
FUNDS FOR SCHOOL’S
PROGRAMS  – PAGE 6
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6645 Mount Hope Drive in
Desirable Almaden Valley

What a gem! Attractive home with perfect location in
wonderful neighborhood. Open floorplan with vaulted
ceilings, updated flooring & interior doors.  Remodeled
kitchen with granite & SS appliances.  Extra-spacious
family room w/two large sliding doors providing abundant
natural light.  Generous master bedroom w/walk-in closet
& remodeled vanity.  Large backyard w/pool, spa, grassy
area & fire pit.  Newer furnace & AC. Walking distance
to Greystone Park & Los Alamitos Creek Trail. Simonds,
Bret Harte & Leland schools. Offered at $1,245,000
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O P E N S A T U R D A Y 1 : 0 0  –  4 : 0 0  P M

6970 Hollow Lake Way  in
Desirable Almaden Valley

Spectacular New Construction - Exceptional Craftsmanship
- Exquisitely Finished.  Nothing compares to the com-
manding presence of this 3-story Mediterranean-Styled
luxury home.  Two-story rotunda & two sweeping stair-
cases welcome visitors the perfect floorplan to entertain
on a grand scale.  Large windows & spectacular views
from every room.  5-zone heating & AC, security system,
Lutron lighting system, private elevator, 4-car garage
Quiet location atop prestigious Country View Custom
Estates neighborhood. Offered at $4,200,000

Ju
st 

Lis
ted
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This Week:
SCHOOLS
Graystone Elementary
‘Spring Celebration and
Walkathon’ raises funds
for programs: PAGE 6

FEATURES
Britannia Arms raises
$100,000 for San Jose
police officer Michael
Johnson: PAGE 10

SPORTS
Almaden ‘Eliminators’
Girls Basketball Team
clinches second place:
PAGE 11

EVENTS
Almaden Community
Center to host Cinco
de Mayo festivities
featuring food,
music, prizes: PAGE 13

ALSO

Worship Guide: PAGE 19

Realtor Guide: PAGE 18

ValleyCurrents
cur·rent (adj.) Present, topical, timely, newsworthy. (n.) Movement in a definite direction, a flow.
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Almaden Girl Scout Cadette
Troop 60323 hosted a
booth at the Graystone

Elementary School Spring
Celebration and Walkathon on
March 27 to promote walking to
school and reducing air pollution.

Students of all ages from
Graystone kindergarteners to Bret
Harte 8th graders came to the
booth and learned about air pollu-
tion and Walk Week on April 20-24.

“The troop came up with the
idea of promoting a Walk Week to
encourage students to walk to
school April 20-24 in celebration
of Earth Day as part of the Take
Action portion of their Girl Scout
journey studying the air we
breathe,” said troop leader Janette
Chock. The troop expects to give
away raffle tickets for prizes to all
Bret Harte walkers every morning
of ‘Walk Week’ with winners to be
announced on Friday April 24.

The troop funded the project
with proceeds they earned from
this year’s cookie sales. The Girl
Scout Breathe Journey is the
troop’s first journey as Cadettes
and this is their first Cadette Take
Action project.

The Troop’s booth included
prizes to motivate everyone to
walk more. More than 400 lol-
lipops from a specially constructed
lollipop tree were handed out dur-
ing the event. The lollipop tree was
constructed so that students could
get a chance to win raffle tickets
and later enter them into a drawing
for one of three pedometers.
Chock said the troop thought it
would be a good idea to offer the
pedometers as a prize so winners
could record their steps as they
walk to school. More than 200
names were entered into the draw-
ing for three pedometers which
were won by three Graystone stu-
dents.

More than 35 students received
‘Walk Week’ inspired henna tat-
toos on their arms to help them
remember the upcoming “Walk
Week.” Henna is a plant-derived
substance which is painted on the
skin, staining it a reddish-orange-
to-brown color and generally con-
tains no additives or chemicals.

Students visiting the Troop’s
booth learned about what they can
do to help reduce air pollution in

the community. In particular, they
called attention to how cars gener-
ate air pollution which can eat
away at the ozone layer contribut-
ing to global warming, weaken
immune systems, and increase the
risk of skin cancer and eye disease.

The Troop has been putting up
flyers and posters at both
Graystone and Bret Harte to publi-
cize ‘Walk Week’ this week. “So
spread the word!  From April 20-
24, join in with Walk Week,” said
Chock. “Let’s all work together to
clean up the air around our com-
munity by walking to school and
stop air pollution in its tracks.”

About Girl Scout Cadette
Troop 60323

Girl Scout Cadette Troop 60323 is
part of Girl Scout Service Unit 642.
There are eight scouts in the troop and
they have been in scouting since they
started out as Daisies in kindergarten.
Girl Scout Cadettes, Seniors and
Ambassadors participate in Girl
Scouting in many ways. Under the
guidance of a trained adult advisor,
girls mix and match activities and

resources to suit their needs while giv-
ing back to their communities. They
connect with each other and build self-
esteem and confidence in their skills as

they work on a range of projects and
gain life experiences. For more infor-
mation contact Troop Leader Janette
Chock at walkweek@chock.com.

Girl Scout Troop promotes walk
week during Graystone
Elementary Spring Celebration

Condolences offered to family
Editor,

As a Leland High School graduate, I want to express
my deepest condolences to the family of Tristan
Nguyen, and also to his teammates, classmates, and
teachers. Being a graduate of Leland High school (class
of 2009), I have seen/experienced tragic events in
which a classmate and friend passes away. This situa-
tion in particular is rather interesting because it involves
the death of a student on campus. As tragic as this news
is for the school, and community, there should be a pos-
itive mention to the selfless rescue attempts adminis-
tered by Dan Lloyd, the assistant Track and Field
Coach. Mr. Lloyd was always known as a notable fac-
ulty member, due to his tenure with the NFL team; the
New York Giants. Mr. Lloyd is a passionate Track and
Field coach, and a wonderful instructor, as many stu-
dents who attend Leland over the years will most likely
come across Mr. Lloyd at some time or another. With
his commitment to athletics, and to his students for over
the past 15 years, I am not surprised that he was the one
who administered CPR in an attempt to keep Tristan
alive. I feel that it is important that the community have
recognition to Lloyd, for his heroic actions. Knowing
Lloyd on a semi-personal level, (I was a teacher's assis-
tant for Lloyd during my senior year) I can truly say he

is a man, men-
tor, and a teacher of high stature who should have com-
munity recognition on some level. Not to detract from
the tragic death of Tristan Nguyen, but after some time
passes there should be mention or tribute to Lloyd.

Arian Shahidi

Saving Umunhum problematic
Editor,

Sam Drake of Umunhum Conservancy urges people
to support making the former radar support structure a
Heritage Site. The group wants the County Heritage
Commission to declare the structure as a historic site
and to place it on the County's Heritage Resource
inventory. They would like to have people come to the
Commission meeting to say how much the "Tower"
means to the community. Actually, it would be difficult
to find anything that the structure means to our 

See MAILBOX, next page

LET US HEAR FROM YOU! 
Send your letters to editorial@ timesmediainc.com or
via postal mail to:  The Almaden Times, Silicon Valley
Business Center, 1900 Camden Ave., San Jose, CA 95124

Mailbox

Girl Scout Troop 60323 at Graystone’s Spring Celebration: Front row - Liz, Kelly,
Purbasha, Megha, Samantha, Allison, Janette. Back row - Vidhya, Sam, Monica.
Below: More than 35 students received special henna designs as a reminder for the
upcoming Walk Week. Pictured: Girl Scout Cadet Sam applies an arm tattoo to Gianna. 

mailto:williamb@timesmediainc.com
mailto:brigitte@timesmediainc.com
mailto:steve@timesmediainc.com
mailto:graphics@timesmediainc.com
mailto:walkweek@chock.com
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MARK, MADELINE

& JENNIFER CHIAVETTA

WE PUT THE “FULL” IN FULL SERVICE!
MMaarrkk’’ss  MMoobbiillee::  440088..442255..22884488            MMaaddeelliinnee’’ss  MMoobbiillee::  440088..550066..55339933
EEmmaaiill::  iinnffoo@@tthheecchhiiaavveettttaass..ccoomm    WWeebbppaaggee::  wwwwww..tthheecchhiiaavveettttaass..ccoomm

410  N.  Santa  Cruz  Avenue  -  Los  Gatos,  CA  95030

Coldwell Banker 
International Presidents

Premier, Top 1%

6704 Crystal Springs Drive
Country Club Ranch Home, Totally remodeled!

4 Bedrooms,3.5 Baths
2,724 square feet of living space on a 

10,434 square foot lot

1372 Rimrock Drive
Stunning Almaden Hills Retreat. Top Schools: 

Williams Elementary, Bret Harte Middle, & Leland High
4 Bedrooms, 3 Baths

2,835 sf of living space on a 20,520 sf lot

Open Sat. & Sun. 1:30 - 4:30 pm

6826 Lazy River Way
Totally remodeled with resort style backyard & spacious

ground floor bedroom. Top Schools: Williams Elementary,
Bret Harte Middle & Leland High. 5 Bedrooms, 3 Baths

2,848 sf of living space on a 8,276 sf lot

Coming Soon Open Sat. & Sun. 1:30 - 4:30 pm

Crime Prevention
Continued from page 1
in the criminal justice system: lawmakers,
law enforcement, court, and correction. It is
essential for the four to work hand in hand.
Police departments operate under the
umbrella of law enforcement.

Apart from dealing with crimes that have
already occurred, police also work on crime
prevention programs. Cedeno explained the
importance of having adequate information
communicated at a 911 call because it’s cru-
cial to protect both the caller and the first
responders to the scene.

A homeowner from the audience suggest-
ed that “a successful youth program would
be very helpful in crime prevention.” Officer
Cedeno readily agreed with the notion, not-
ing that “as a matter of fact, of the 115 recent
arrests for home burglaries, 14 percent of the
crimes were committed by youth under 18
years of age. San Jose Police Department cur-
rently has programs specifically catered to
youth in the area,” said Cedeno.

Other effective crime prevention measures
focus on how to avoid being an easy target.
Besides organizing a neighborhood watch,
the three L’s are very useful and effective:
adequate lighting around the house, quality
door and gate locks, and good landscaping.
It is important to trim excess foliage to elim-
inate potential hiding places for unwanted
intruders.

A concerned mother who had an inci-
dence in which someone stole a package
from her doorstep asked Officer Cedeno
“should we open the doors when we see

someone taking parcels from our door
steps?” The answer was a firm no. “You
should never confront a burglar,” said
Cedeno. “Your life is more important than
anything else,” he said. Cedeno said that we
should get close enough to see the person but
without challenging him directly because
that may put our lives in danger. “However,
we should answer the door or use other
means to let people think that we are at
home. Burglars are sneaky and like to pick
empty homes that are easy for break-ins,” he
said 

Officer Cedeno displayed useful informa-
tion regarding crime statistics and emer-
gency telephone numbers that can be used to

report crime. Residents can check
http://www.sjpd.org for statistics and relat-
ed information about crime reports in their
area. For emergencies, call 911 or 408-277-
8911 and for non-emergencies, call 311 or
408-277-8900.

At the conclusion of the meeting, San
Jose Chinese School’s Assistant Principal,
Anthony Ku, presented a certificate of
appreciation to Officer Cedeno.

San Jose Chinese School is a weekend heritage
school and has been teaching the Chinese lan-
guage to students pre-K through 12 in the south
San Jose area for forty years. For enrollment infor-
mation, please visit their website at www.san-
josechineseschool.org.

Mailbox
Continued from previous page
community. The former short-lived Radar
Station played essentially no part in the day to
day lives of this County. Granting it the status
of historic site would be inappropriate
because historic sites are normally places
where some great event took place that was
integral to the lives of the Country or to the
community in or near the site. The base struc-
ture for the former radar transmitter does not
meet those criteria.

In my view attempting to save the structure
would be opening a large can of worms for the
Mid-peninsula Open Space District. I object
to the District spending money on maintain-
ing a structure that will continue to decay over
time; a structure that is of no discernible value
to the region for which the District receives its
funding. It is already succumbing to the
weather and, unlike natural features of the
mountain; the structure is not likely to survive
over time unless it receives continuing mainte-
nance. Thirty years or fifty years from now it
will still need frequent and constant mainte-
nance to keep from looking like the aban-
doned buildings at Chernobyl. It could
become a hazardous nuisance and, ultimately,
the District would have to decide whether it
wants to continue to spend money on a ram-
shackle structure, of no particular historical
significance, or to finally do what should have
been done early on: Demolish the structure
and return Umunhum to its truly historic place
as a natural mountain peak sacred to the orig-
inal residents of this area, the Ohlone Tribe.

Lee Esquibel
50 year resident of Almaden Valley 

Officer Cedeno displayed useful information regarding crime statistics and emergency telephone num-
bers that can be used to report crime at the recent community meeting. Photo by Agnes Mak

mailto:info@thechiavettas.com
http://www.thechiavettas.com
http://www.sjpd.org
http://www.san-josechineseschool.org
http://www.san-josechineseschool.org
http://www.san-josechineseschool.org
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Times Community News

Students, parents, and educators turned
out for the Graystone Elementary
“Spring Celebration and Walkathon’

held March 27.
The annual event focuses on enriching

students’ educational experience and help
raise funds for a number of school related
programs. Graystone chose the theme Legos
‘AWESOME!!’ to help motivate students
and the community to participate.

This year’s event included a number of
activities, including a walkathon, silent auc-
tion, and raffle. Students of all ages from
Graystone kindergarteners to Bret Harte 8th
graders came to Girl Scout Cadette Troop
60323 to learn about air pollution and the
upcoming “Walk Week” scheduled for April
20-24. (See story on page 4.)

The event is main ways we raise money
for school programs such as technology,
science labs, equipment, PE, etc. All the
money raised goes directly to these pro-
grams. The three main ways the Spring
Celebration raises money is through lap
pledges, auction, and raffle.

‘Spring Celebration’ transforms the entire
outside portion of the school to an event
venue. There is a large track set up for the
kids to walk complete with a water station,
prize hut, and lap markers. On the blacktop
area there are food trucks, music, chairs, and

silent auction items.
The Walkathon portion of the Spring

Celebration was a great success with many
students participating. Students solicit a per
lap or flat pledges for the Walkathon.
Students who raised a minimum of $40
receive a Spring Celebration t-shirt to wear
the day of the event and to show their pride
and support of Graystone School.

There were many items donated for the
silent auction and raffle. Items include class
baskets, donations from the Graystone com-
munity, and donated items from local
Almaden businesses.

Spring Celebration Committees 
are as follows:
Spring Celebration Chair
Teresa Carr
springcelebration@graystonehsc.org 
Walk-A-Thon
Committee Chair: Meredith Shyy
walkathon@graystonehsc.org
Walk-A-Thon Operations
Committee Chair: Trisha Klink
Pep Rally
Committee Chair: Jen Williams
peprally@graystonehsc.org
Raffles
Committee Chair: Christina Cotton
raffle@graystonehsc.org

Parents browse various silent
auction items during Graystone
Elementary Spring Celebration
event. Items were donated by
parents, teachers, and local
Almaden Busineses. At right:
More than a hundred students
participated in the 'Walkathon'
to raise money for the various
school programs at Graystone
Elementary.  

Band members of the 'School of Rock' provided live entertainment for the Graystone Walkathon. 

Graystone Elementary ‘Spring Celebration
and Walkathon’ raises funds for programs

mailto:springcelebration@graystonehsc.org
mailto:walkathon@graystonehsc.org
mailto:peprally@graystonehsc.org
mailto:raffle@graystonehsc.org
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Times Cover Story

Echo Lake
Continued from page 1
Resident Jenny Walicek agrees. “At immedi-
ate issue is the Almaden Golf and Country
Club’s responsibility to restore the water for
wildlife,” she says. “It’s breeding season for
the mallard ducks and snowy egrets who
have built their nests in the marshes, and for
many other water birds who live among the
now-exposed reeds.”

In a letter of complaint to the Country
Club’s General Manager Robert Sparks,
Walicek said, “You are… destroying the nat-
ural habitat of so many living things. The
lake is full of fish that will soon be flounder-
ing in mud. Amphibians have lost their
shoreline shelters. Deer, bobcats, coyotes,
and other animals… drink from this rapidly
emptying water hole. Your actions are going
to cause animals to die.”

Walicek also noted that those creatures
seeking water elsewhere may find it on the
golf course to their detriment. “Based on last
year’s killing of the wild pigs,” she said, “I
assume you would take a similar approach to
deer, their predators, and other desperately
thirsty creatures mucking up your greens.”

Resident Peter Haas has fond memories of
walking around the lake with his children
when they were young and recalls his son’s
first grade teacher taking her students to the
lake to see the baby ducks.

“We’ve appreciated the beauty of the lake,
and it’s been sad for us seeing its gradual
degradation,” he says. “The Country Club
has shown a lack of respect and stewardship
for the natural environment and a lack of
faith towards its surrounding community.”

The Country Club responded to communi-
ty concern, saying it intends to restore water
to the lake once repairs are complete.

“Almaden Golf and Country Club strives
to be a good neighbor and a responsible
property owner, and we regret any impact
upon wildlife caused by our need to drain
some water from Echo Lake to conduct
repairs,” said Country Club President Mike
Cannestra in an open letter posted on
NextDoor.

The leak was located near one of the
valves used to regulate the flow of water
from the lake to the golf course.

“By draining a limited amount of water
from the lake, we have been able to locate the
source of the leak and facilitate repairs,” he
says. “The Club does not plan to drain any
additional water from the lake and expects
that repairs will soon be complete. Although
we are not obligated to restore the water level
in the lake, the Club plans to do so.”

“We had two storms and it filled it up,”
says resident Terry Haggin, “and each time
they drained it, saying there was a leak in the
pipe. They’ve had a year and a half to refill it
and they haven’t done so.”

For Kimberly Jolly and her family, Echo
Lake has always been an important part of
the serenity and beauty of their neighbor-
hood and one of the reasons they moved
there. She appreciates the opportunity it
allowed her children to see baby quail hatch
and baby ducks float on the lake.

“Seeing that being destroyed has us pretty
upset,” she says. “To see the frantic attempts
of the wildlife trying to restore their nests,
the mournful cry of the mother birds helpless
to protect their offspring… the fish flounder-
ing on the edges of the muddy water… is
heartbreaking.”

Haas sites flooding and high mercury lev-

els as obstacles to developing houses on the
Echo Lake property. He also notes that at
least one protected species, the green heron,
inhabits the lake.

“The Country Club seems to be following
a strategy of making the lake as unappealing
as possible,” says Haas, “so that resistance to
development efforts will be weakened.”

The Country Club disagrees. “The
drainage of the lake is unrelated to the poten-
tial sale or development of the property,”
says Cannestra.

Although the Country Club says it is aware
that some homeowners oppose development
at Echo Lake, Cannestra says that the Board
of Directors felt that current market condi-
tions make a sale at this time advantageous.

The Echo Lake Property, known as Parcel
841, has been for sale off and on for more
than 10 years. In order to build on the prop-
erty, changes would have to be made to the
existing Covenants, Conditions and
Restrictions (CC&Rs). A case currently
pending in Santa Clara County Superior
Court may determine the extent to which
development at the property may occur, as
well as approval by the City of San Jose.

“The Country Club has tried repeatedly to
sell the land to contractors,” says Haas. “We
understood from the CC&Rs that they’d
leave the lake as it was, not sell the land to
build houses. Developer Paul Ugenti sued
113 families in an attempt to intimidate us
into letting him overturn the CC&Rs.”

Attorney Paul Glaspy is representing some
of the families named in a Complaint being
prosecuted by resident Paul Ugenti, who is
under contract with the Country Club to pur-
chase the Echo Lake property.

“His lawsuit requests that the court deter-
mine whether he has the right under the
CC&Rs to put any houses on that property,”
says Glaspy. “The homeowners believe that
the CC&Rs state that those lots were not to
be used for residential purposes and are
going to oppose that lawsuit.”

“There’s a misinterpretation and misin-
formation when people talk about these lots

and the water storage area,” says Ugenti. “As
far as I understand it, there’s nothing in the
CC&Rs that require the Country Club to
maintain a water supply up there.”

Declaration of Covenants, Conditions,
Restrictions and Easements (CC&Rs) - The
General Plan  dated October 31, 1974.

A-2. Exception: Non-Residential Lots. Lots
841, 843 and 873, Tract 5472. These three lots
shall not be used for residential purposes as they
constitute land being used as a golf course reservoir
and related golf course uses. Note: City of San
Jose zoning includes golf course areas and uses in
their “residential” zoning. Lots 841, 843 and 873,
Tract 5472 are excluded from residential restric-
tions in these covenants, however, uses and build-
ings approved by Use Permit before scheduled
Owners of lots in Tract 5472 (other than Lots 841,
843 and 873) do not have any ownership, rights, or
privileges, in or in relation to Lots 841, 843 and
873.

Ugenti says that he sent an Alternate
Dispute Resolution to all of the homeowners
in Tract 5472 requesting mediation. “No one
in the entire tract agreed to any type of arbi-
tration or conversation about the situation,”
he says. As there was no response, he sent out
a Declaration of Judgment, alerting the
homeowners that he would be taking the
CC&Rs before a judge for interpretation.

“I think we all just need to respect each
other’s opinions,” says Ugenti. “When you
have people that have a disagreement and
can’t come up with an answer, there’s a venue
for that and it’s usually in a court.”

Complaint for Declaratory Relief and To Quiet
Title, filed March 5, 2015. Paul S. Ugenti,
Plaintiff. 106. The Almaden Golf & Country
Club is the owner of the real property located in
San Jose, California. 107. The Property consists of
undeveloped land that is not currently being used
for a golf course reservoir or any related golf course
uses. 108. Ugenti has entered into a contract with
the Club to purchase the Property and the Club
has assigned to Ugenti all of its rights and interests
in and to any causes of action necessary to obtain
a judicial decree that the Property may be used for,
among other things, residential purposes, includ-

ing, without limitation, the causes of action
alleged in this Complaint.

“Over time, I think a lot of the people in
the community have kind of taken an owner-
ship of the property, when they don’t really
have an ownership,” says Ugenti. “There are
even [No] Trespassing signs posted up there,
and I think that gets violated all the time. I
think that the owners of the property also
have rights… and I think if they want to sell
the property… they have the right to do that.
I think the CC&Rs as they’re written… give
the right to the Country Club to sell that
property,” he says.

Resident Tobin Gilman agrees. “I am sym-
pathetic to the sentimental attachment that
people have to the lake,” he says, “but I’m
troubled by the apparent sense of entitlement
some folks have to dictating the use of prop-
erty owned by others. If the lake is drained
and filled in, the wildlife will adapt.”

Due to the ‘No Trespassing’ signs, resident
Teri Chow says she was surprised that her
neighbors felt permitted to walk on the prop-
erty. “I felt like they were one ones breaking
the law.” she says.

After a boy drowned at Echo Lake many
years ago, she agreed with the installation of
a fence on the property even though it cur-
tailed her walks around the lake. “The 400
members of the Country Club have always
been very aware of the lake and the liabilities
it raises for the co-owners of the golf course,”
she says.

Haas questions the Country Club’s
motives in constructing the fence. “They put
up an ugly chain link fence around the lake
saying it was a safety and liability issue,” he
says, “but it seemed disingenuous as the
fence was built many years after the accident
occurred. Moreover, there was no mention of
putting a fence around the Country Club’s
new water supply [on the golf course]. The
effect of the fence was to severely diminish
the beauty of the lake and to obstruct the
wildlife that regularly came to the lake to
drink.”

According to Haggin, the fence went up in
2002, and everything changed. “The
Country Club used to have a guard patrol at
the lake and sell fishing licenses to the kids,”
says Haggin. “There were no problems with
trespassers or trash because the country club
and the community used to work together.”

Haggin says that in the past, the Country
Club watered the golf course and kept the
lake full even during the summer. Before they
sprayed, he says, the serpentine rocks were
surrounded with wild flowers and a waterfall
trickled down the hillside.

Now, he says, the Country Club doesn’t
maintain the water levels and dumps their
leaves and clippings there. Pigs come down
to wallow in the mud and nose for grubs on
neighbor’s lawns. It smells bad and mosqui-
toes and flies are a problem.

“This isn’t about who is right and who is
wrong,” say Jolly. “This is about saving a nat-
ural habitat, and the beauty of our neighbor-
hood. Refill the lake. It’s a hidden treasure
and we want to keep it.”

Resident Jean Mullinix agrees. “The natu-
ral beauty that has always surrounded this
wonderful community is a big part of the
draw to Almaden Country Club,” she says.

Mullinix enjoys watching the ducks that
visit her home every spring and likely nest at
the lake. “The loss of the lake would affect
many animals and destroy the natural beauty
that has stood the test of time,” she says. “We
all know that once it’s gone, it’s gone forever
and how sad is that?”

“Heron and mallards and migratory birds have lost their nesting grounds,” said Walicek. “Loose eggs roll
in the mud and dead fish rot on the shore.” Photo courtesy of Chih-Hsin Wang.
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SAN JOSE ALMADEN
1096 BLOSSOM HILL ROAD, SUITE 200   408.448.4488

ALMADEN VALLEY $4,200,000
6 BR 7.5 BA Spectacular Newer Construction! Exquisitely Finished.
Nothing compares to the commanding presence of this luxury home.
Beautiful Views!
Margaret Yost & David Yost, CalBRE #00947936 & 01450671 
408-445-5133 & 408-757-9678

ALMADEN VALLEY                                                         $2,000,000
3 BR 3 BA Loved by generations- 1st time on the market! Single-story
floorplan w/exceptional setting & location. Flat 1.5+ acre lot! Leland
High!
Margaret Yost & David Yost, CalBRE #00947936 & 01450671 
408-445-5133 & 408-757-9678

WILLOW GLEN $1,999,999
5 BR 4.5 BA Gorgeous NEW home! 5B/4.5BA. 3750 SF on an 8700 SF lot. 
Gourmet kitchen, Huge master suite w/two walk-in closets.
Randy Pertner, 
CalBRE #00840137 
408-499-1800

ALMADEN VALLEY $1,245,000
3 BR 3 BA Attractive updated home! Perfect location in wonderful
neighborhood. Remodeled kitchen, baths, large backyard. Simonds,
B.Harte &Leland
Margaret Yost & David Yost, CalBRE #00947936 & 01450671 
408-445-5133 & 408-757-9678

MORGAN HILL $1,065,000
Beautiful & Spacious! 5 BR 3.5 BA High Ceilings and Granite Island
and counter tops in kitchen Combo Living Room and Dining area.
Double Pane Windows & large backyard.
Gina Cuellar, CalBRE #01519628 
408-823-5396

BERRYESSA $824,950
4 BR 3.5 BA Townhome built in 2012. 4B/3.5BA with 2 car garage.
Great location with access to light-rails, freeways and upcoming BART
station.
Ron Mason, CalBRE #01145613 
408-896-6794
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Times Community News

Almaden Valley Homes for Sale
1088 Seth Court, San Jose

Call Carol for 
more information 
at 408-209-7809.

If you are thinking of 
buying or selling call Carol
today to talk real estate!

Beautiful remodeled home in Almaden Valley
Listed at $1,699,888

Black bottom pool, spa, built in BBQ
5bd/3ba 3 car garage

Open Sat/Sun 1:30-4:30

Just Listed in Almaden Valley
Listed at $1,385,000

www.seawoodway.com
5bd/3ba downstair bedroom

Open Sat/Sun 1:30-4:30

762 Seawood Way, San Jose

Almaden's Britannia
Arms celebrated the
life of San Jose Officer

Michael Johnson by donat-
ing 100 percent of sales from
its April 2 fundraiser event
for the fallen officer's family.

Britannia Arm announced
that his pub raised more
than $100,000 from the
Almaden and sister location
in downtown San Jose for
the family of slain 14 year
veteran officer who was 38
years old. Officer Johnson
was shot in the line of duty
during a domestic distur-
bance on March 24 when he
responded to a 911 call

The event was a way for the pub to give
back said co-owner Michael North. The
pub has been a favorite among the police
department personnel for many years. 

Inside Britannia Arms, every flat screen
TV showed the memorial. Outside, fami-
lies shared their grief over losing the slain
officer. "The Johnson family is going
through a difficult time right now and we
want to help them as much as possible,"
said co-owner Owen Nolan.

The fundraising event included a BBQ
put on by the San Jose firefighters for $20
a plate. "We're here to help the family get
through this horrible tragedy," said San

Jose Fire Department Captain Pete
Roman. The event also included a silent
auction, sports memorabilia donation,
raffle and special prizes. 

Best Buy and Walmart provided free
parking for the Britannia Arms Almaden
location for the convenience of those
attending the event.   

Editor's note: The police union has
established a fund, collecting donations at
sjpoa.com/donations and by mail to the
San Jose Police Officers' Association, 1151
N. Fourth St., with checks payable to
SJPOACF with "Michael Johnson" in the
memo line.

Britannia Arms raises $100,000 for 
San Jose police officer Michael Johnson

Almaden's Britannia Arms celebrated the life of San Jose Officer
Michael Johnson by donating 100 percent of sales from its April
2 fundraiser event for the fallen officer's family.

http://www.seawoodway.com
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Times Sports

The Almaden Eliminators Girls
Basketball Team beat all but one of
their opponents clinching second

place at the National Junior Basketball
Tournament held March 27 in Southern
California.

The Almaden Eliminators is made up of
girls primarily at the 4th grade level.

Led by Coaches Dave and Chris Keiser,
the Eliminators qualified to participate in the
Tournament after finishing third in the

Silicon Valley Sectional All-Star
Tournament.

Some teams have one or two stand out
players that drive them to victory, but the
Almaden Valley team consisted of ten talent-
ed super stars.

“This year’s team was very young and
included six 4th graders, three 3rd graders
and one 2nd grader, said Dave Keiser. “It
was an amazing combination of talent that
put this team into the championship game

competing with the other top team in the
tournament for first place,” said Keiser.

The Eliminators defeated Lemoore 28-19
and Anaheim Hills 24-12 to win their pool
and advance to the Semi Finals where they
took on Visalia and defeated them by a score
of 20-18. In the finals they lost to Rancho
Santa Margarita 32-25.

Also competing in the Nationals repre-
senting Almaden were Division 3 Boys team
and the Division 2 girls team.

Almaden ‘Eliminators’ Girls Basketball Team clinches second place

The Almaden Eliminators (left to right) Assistant Coach Chris Keiser, Synise Byrd, Kaily Yoshioka-Meonske, Kaci Yoshioka-Wong, Emily Ngo, Lyndsey
Vale, Alexa Rocha, Olivia Olson, Allison Von Barloewen, Azia Wolfgram, Shelby Hood, and Head Coach Dave Keiser.  

Leland Tennis Team
sweeps Evergreen Valley

Leland Chargers Boys’ Tennis team com-
pleted a difficult two match sweep over
Evergreen Valley on April 2. Eamon Smith
and Kyle McDonald were out due to
injuries. Singles wins were achieved by
Mukund Madhabushi, Young Kim, and
Nithin Sriram. Sriram won over an oppo-
nent he lost in the previous month. Doubles
wins by (Brandon Kim and Justin Kim) and
(Pranav Suppal and Umang Srivastav), the 5-
2 win moves Leland to 12-0 and remaining
atop the Blossom Valley Athletic League.

Pioneer High keeps
Leland winless

By Trevor Sochocki
Prep2Prep.com

The Pioneer baseball team defeated host
Leland 8-3 Thursday afternoon in a Blossom
Valley Athletic League game.

The Mustangs improved to 6-6 overall (2-
2 BVAL-MH) while the Chargers dropped to
2-7 (0-3). Pioneer completed a sweep of
Leland, having won 4-1 just two days earlier.

Pioneer was victorious for the second time last week.
Photo by Trevor Sochocki/Prep2Prep



OFF THE SHELF 

Book sale 
scheduled
for April 18

By Ed Koetitz 
Special to the Times 

On Saturday, April 18, from
9 a.m. to 3 p.m., the
Almaden Branch Library

is having its hugely popular “Spring
Book Sale.” At this event, there will
be a large selection of gently used
and sometimes new books covering
a wide range of topics and inter-
ests. This event will be staged in the
large community room next to the
library’s entrance. All proceeds
benefit the Almaden Branch
Library for special programs and
services. For more information,

please call (408) 808-
3040.

Events
•Preschool Story

Times will be held on
Fridays at 10:30 a.m.
in the Children’s area.
There will be age
appropriate stories, fin-
ger plays, songs and
puppets, for children
ages 3-5 and their care-
givers. Following the
story time, there will
be a 30-minute “Stay
and Play.”

•Toddler Story Time
will be held on Thursdays at 10:30
a.m. for children ages 24 to 35-
months. This is held in the
Children’s area. Following the
story time, there will be a 30-
minute “Stay and Play.”

•Music and Movement is held
on Saturdays, at 10:30 a.m. in the
Children’s area. Music and
Movement is a free program

offered to families with
children 2-5 years old.
The program will have
an emphasis on tradi-
tional nursery songs in
English. Music and
Movement is designed
to nurture the oral lan-
guage and gross motor
development of young
children by motivating
parents to engage in
musical activities with
their child, while also
promoting healthy and
fun physical activity.

•Reading Buddies is
held on Wednesdays 5:30 to 6:30
p.m. and on Thursdays 4:30 to 5:30
p.m. in the Children’s area. In this
program, local teens read to chil-
dren preschool through third grade
and if the child can read, the child
can read to the teen. Many small
children look up to teenagers with a
sense of awe and the fact that our
teen volunteers spend time with

them makes it extra meaningful for
our littlest customers. This effective
literacy program has been running
non-stop since March, 2010 and
has been made possible by our
teens and their volunteer spirit.

•Reading to Children is held on
Wednesdays, Thursdays and
Saturdays at 12:30 p.m. in the
Children’s Area

•ESL Conversation Club is held
on Thursdays at 1 p.m. Join us and
practice speaking English in a small
group with other adult learners.

•ESL Book Club is held on the
3rd Thursday of the month at 11:45
a.m.

•Reading to Furry Friends is
held on the 2nd Wednesday of the
month at 4:30 p.m.

For news of other library activi-
ties, visit http://www.sjpl.org/
almaden

Almaden Branch Library is located
at 6445 Camden Ave.; phone: (408)
808- 3040. Our regular hours are:
Wednesday 11 a. m. – 8 p. m.;

Thursday 10 a. m. – 6 p. m.; Friday 10
a. m. – 6 p. m.; and Saturday 10 a. m.
– 6 p. m. (closed Sunday, Monday, and
Tuesday). For questions, please call
(408) 808-3040 during open hours.
Email may be sent at any time
ab.sjpl@sjlibrary.org. Ed Koetitz is a
Librarian at the Almaden Branch
Library.

Silicon Valley traffic

more congested
Is Silicon Valley traffic better or

getting worse? A new survey says
Silicon Valley traffic is bad and get-
ting more congested. San Jose now
ranks as the sixth most congested
American city in the 'Tom Tom
Traffic Index', with a 30 percent
congestion level. That means our
roads are considered "congested"
for 30 percent of the day. But by
comparison, Los Angeles and San
Francisco are the two most con-
gested U.S. cities with 39 and 34
percent congestions respectively.
The TomTom Index provides the
general public, industry and policy
makers with unique and unbiased
information about congestion lev-
els in urban areas.

Santa Clara County

third healthiest in

California 
Santa Clara County ranks third

as the healthiest county in the state,
according to a new ranking
released today by the Robert Wood
Johnson Foundation. Marin and
Placer counties rank first and sec-
ond. San Mateo County ranked
fourth.

Foundation Vice President
Michelle Larkin tells KLIV a big
factor in the third and fourth place
finishes is how well Santa Clara
and San Mateo county residents do
in leading a healthy lifestyle.

Every two years it issues a report
ranking the health of every county
in the U.S.
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CommunityCalendar
April 10, Friday
Eliot Fisk plays
Classical Guitar
Come enjoy a concert of clas-
sical guitar music performed
by Eliot Fisk. He is known
worldwide as a charismatic
performer famed for his
adventurous and virtuosic
repertoire. He is also celebrat-
ed for his willingness to take
art music into unusual ven-
ues--including schools, senior
centers, logging camps, and
prisons. He remains, as his
mentor Andres Segovia once
wrote, "at the top line of our
artistic world." 7:30 p.m. at
Le Petit Trianon, 72 N Fifth
Street, San Jose, CA. For
more information, call 855-
502-7247 or email
info@sbgs.org. Tickets: $15-
$35

April 11, Saturday
The 21st Annual
Spring Garden
Market
You don't want to miss the
Master Gardeners' annual
Spring Garden Market! This is
their premier plant sale, sus-
tainable gardening showcase
and vendor fair (complete
with food trucks).
Organization: History San
Jose. Location: History Park,
1650 Senter Road, San Jose

95112. For more information,
call 650-329-1356. Admission
is free.

April 16 & 18,
Thursday & Saturday
The Breakfast Club,
Cult Movie Series
The ultimate Brat Pack flick
from the great John Hughes,
and the benchmark for all that
followed in the teen drama
genre, finds five teenagers--
Bender the dude, Andrew the
jock, Claire the prom queen,
Allison the weirdo, and Brian
the geek--sharing a day-long
Saturday detention. Situated
in the school's library and
watched over by their anally-
retentive teacher, they begin
the day as strangers and
soon find themselves united

by a common affliction:
youth. The performances by
the young cast, culminating in
an exuberant pot-smoking
session, followed by a gen-
uinely touching denouement,
is classic stuff. "The Breakfast
Club" stars Judd Nelson,
Emilio Estevez, Molly
Ringwald, Ally Sheedy,
Anthony Michael Hall, and
Paul Gleason. This film is
rated R.
This series of screenings is
co-sponsored by Psycho
Donuts, Streetlight Records,
and Time Tunnel Toys. Prizes
and special guests are
planned for each screening.
Thurs: 9:30pm Sat: 12am. 
Camera 3, 288 S 2nd Street, 
San Jose 95113. For more
information, call 408-786-
7323 or email cameracine-
ma@aol.com. Tickets: $7.50.

May 5
Almaden Community Center to host Cinco de
Mayo festivities featuring food, music, prizes

Join the Almaden Community Center for a fiesta celebrating the Battle of
Puebla's victory over France on Tuesday, May 5th at 2 pm. The festivities include
Authentic Mexican food, a live mariachi band and raffle prizes. 

Tickets will go on sale beginning April 13th through 27th on Mondays,
Wednesdays and Fridays from 8:40 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. in the community center
lobby. Ticket prices are $10 for members and $12 for non-members. Almaden
Community Center is located at 6443 Camden Ave.

“The Breakfast Club” will be playing at Camera 3 on April 16 & 18.

mailto:info@sbgs.org
mailto:cameracine-ma@aol.com
mailto:cameracine-ma@aol.com
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Piano, organ 
or keyboard 
performance 
for weddings and 
special occasions in 
the Silicon Valley

Jennifer
Baham
Classically trained
organist (BA in
music) and 
accomplished
pianist / Full-time
middle school 
music teacher

We can bring a keyboard and sound system 
if your location doesn’t have one! Classical,
Contemporary, Christian, Sacred—Your own 
choice of music, or we can provide a large selection. 

(408) 365-9165

Times News Briefs

The idea of investing in micro-housing
received a nod of approval from the
Santa Clara County Board of

Supervisors, along with a slate of other
options aimed at providing shelter for the
thousands of homeless people who sleep by

creeks, in parks and on the streets.
At their meeting on Tuesday, March 24,

2015, the board accepted a comprehensive
report weighing the costs and feasibility of
immediate solutions for homeless people
while plans to build affordable housing take

shape across the area. All the options will
return to the Board with more detailed pro-
posals.

At the request of Supervisor Cortese and
Supervisor Cindy Chavez, the Board voted in
December to call for an analysis of available
options and the cost effectiveness of each.
Tuesday’s discussion was based on the
results of the research.

Besides micro-housing, or tiny house vil-
lages, options include funding unused beds in
shelters, providing legal and safe places for
people who live in their cars to park, renting
motel rooms or allowing tent communities in
sanctioned areas.

“We can’t sit back and wait until we have
enough affordable housing to meet the needs
of our residents,” said Board President Dave
Cortese. “In fact, we don’t have permanent
housing solutions at this time. We have to
move quickly to help people now, and use
every option we have available.”

The report recommends that the Board
consider partnering with nonprofits and
community based organizations to build and
manage micro-housing villages, but cost esti-
mates vary with the type of structures.
Where to locate micro-housing is another
issue that will be tackled in the future.

These temporary housing options will also
be considered by the Housing Task Force, a
short-term working group charged with
focusing immediate solutions to the housing
crisis. The Task Force’s first meeting will be
9 to 11 a.m. on Friday, April 24, in the
County Government Center, 70 West
Hedding Street.

On any given night in Santa Clara County,
an estimated 7,600 are homeless, with only
about 2,000 able to find beds at shelters or
other temporary housing.

For more information or an interview, call
the office of Supervisor Dave Cortese at 408-
299-5030.

Supervisors consider options on housing for the homeless in Santa Clara County
An open letter
from the Mayor

Dear Friends,
We continue to mourn the loss of

Officer Michael Johnson, and the
thoughts and prayers of an entire city
remain with his family, fellow officers,
and friends.

Officer Johnson made the ultimate
sacrifice when he responded to a call
for help on a Tuesday night and our
community gathered last week to
honor his service and courage.

Last week was also a tragic
reminder that not only do our officers
make a sacrifice when they put on the
uniform and badge, but so do their
families, and we owe Officer
Johnson's family our deepest debt.
Please consider joining me in con-
tributing to a special fund the San Jose
Police Officers Association (POA)
created to support Officer Johnson's
family. To give, please visit:
http://www.healthdonor.com/cam-
paigns/mjohnson3718/

On Thursday April 2, the Britannia
Arms Downtown (173 W Santa Clara
St) and Almaden (5027 Almaden
Expressway) will donate the entire
day's proceeds to the fund in Officer
Johnson's memory. Both locations are
open from 11:00am-2:00am.

We are a city that is better for
Officer Johnson's selfless service and I
am grateful to all our men and women
of the San Jose Police Department for
their daily commitment to our great
city.

Sincerely,
Sam Liccardo 
Mayor 

http://www.healthdonor.com/cam-paigns/mjohnson3718/
http://www.healthdonor.com/cam-paigns/mjohnson3718/
http://www.healthdonor.com/cam-paigns/mjohnson3718/
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Press day: April 22, 2015
Deadline: April 21, 2015 

Times Feature

This week’s question:
I have been looking at a health club to join and

really get in shape. However, each one that I have
visited requires a long legal document that I need
to sign, including my assumption of risk of
injury at the club. Is this legal? Can they require
me to sign such a document?  Do you know of
any way around that?

Jack J.
Almaden Valley

Dear Jack,
Sorry you have had problems

with the legal documents they
asked you to sign, Jack, since
good workouts and good health
are so important for all of us.

The short answer to one of
your questions above is that such
a document may be proper from
a legal perspective. Of course, if
you will not sign any kind of
proper legal document under any
circumstances you can take your
business elsewhere.

The Court of Appeal for the
Second Appellate District in
southern California was faced
with a release in a recent case. In
that case, a member at a health
club signed the club’s standard
form of release when he joined the club.

The release stated in part: “Using the 24 Hour
Fitness USA, Inc. (24 Hour) facilities involves
the risk of injury to you or your guest, whether
you or someone else causes it. Specific risks vary
from one activity to another and the risks range
from minor injuries to major injuries, such as cat-
astrophic injuries including death.”

The release went on to say, “In consideration
of your participation in the activities offered by
24 Hour, you understand and voluntarily accept
this risk and agree that 24 Hour, its officers,
directors, employees, volunteers, agents and
independent contractors will not be liable for any
injury, including, without limitation, personal,
bodily, or mental injury...whether related to exer-
cise or not”.

The plaintiff in the case was Timothy Grebing
and the defendant was 24 Hour Fitness USA,
INC. Mr. Grebing was injured at the health club
while using a “low row machine” at the facility
in La Mirada, California. The low row machine
is operated by sitting with one’s legs extended on
pads and lifting weights by pulling a metal han-
dlebar with both hands.

In Mr. Grebing’s case, a clip or snap hook con-
nects the handlebar to a cable or belt running
through pulleys and attached to weights. Mr.
Grebing did three sets on the machine and

increased the weight to 220 or 240 pounds for the
fourth set.

However, as he was pulling the handlebar dur-
ing his third or fourth repetition on his fourth set,
the clip failed, causing the handlebar to break
free from the cable and strike him in the fore-
head. He suffered injuries to his head, back, and
neck.

The case also revealed that Mr.
Grebing had read the following
warning label on the machine
before he was injured: “PRIOR
TO USE, BE SURE THAT THE
SAFETY CLIP IS IN PROPER
WORKING CONDIITION
AND SHOWS NO SIGNS OF
WEAR.”

Another issue in the case was
whether the health club was liable
for “gross negligence” that may
render the release useless or not
effective. “Ordinary negligence” is
perhaps OK to assume in a release
document in certain situations,
such as “faultily maintained”
equipment.

One of the central issues in the
case was whether the release that
Mr. Grebing signed when he
joined the club was legal and there-
fore enforceable. The Court of

Appeal held that an exculpatory contract releas-
ing a party from liability for future ordinary negli-
gence is valid unless it is prohibited by statute or
impairs the public interest.

Almaden Times readers can read the case for
themselves by heading to their computer. In the
browser enter the name of the case, Grebing v. 24
Hour Fitness USA, INC., and it should be up on
your screen in a fraction of a second. It was filed
January 29, 2015, and publication was ordered
on February 19, 2015.

We need to keep in mind that since it is a very
recent case, it may be appealed to the California
Supreme Court, or other cases somewhat similar
to it may “distinguish” it significantly.

So, in further answer to your question, Jack,
you may be faced with a take-it or leave-it situa-
tion. Best wishes in your search for the right sit-
uation. I think you may find the investment in
good health well worth it, especially if it is acci-
dent free.

Donald J. DeVries 
Almaden Valley
You can reach Mr. DeVries with your questions by

email at don@almadenvalleylawyers.com, with
“Almaden Times” in the subject line, fax at (408)268-
6502, telephone at (408)268-9500, or mail at DeVries
Law Office at 6475 Camden Avenue, Suite 200, San Jose,
CA 95120. Your name will not be used. No attorney-
client relationship is created by these articles.

Ask The
Lawyer
Donald J. DeVries,
Attorney at Law

For past articles, 
visit our web site at

www.almadenvalleylawyers.com

You may assume risk at health clubs for ordinary negligence

http://www.almadenvalleylawyers.com
mailto:don@almadenvalleylawyers.com
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Times Feature

Presentation High School invites you to feel
“Vintage & Vogue” at this year’s fashion show
on Friday, April 24 at the Santa Clara

Convention Center.
An annual school tradition, the Presentation fashion

show features seniors, alumnae, faculty and friends who
come together to strike a pose in the latest spring cloth-
ing lines from more than 15 local and national stores.

Talented student designers also premiere custom cre-
ations, plus the national award-winning Presentation
dance team performs. All proceeds support
Presentation’s endowment for financial aid, which pro-
vides tuition assistance that helps young women
achieve their dreams of a college-prep education.

Tickets may be reserved online at www.presenta-
tionhs.org/fashionshow.

Pictured bottom row, left to right: Kate Cezar, Therese Abely, Kristin Gill, Brianna Borrayo, Sydnie Stanton, Alexandra
Campbell. Top row, left to right: Chloe May, Katie Lanoie, Monica Boss, Alli Foreman, Emily Milburn, Arianna Melahn,
Elona Bebla, Jessica Earnshaw, McKenzie Courtney. Photo credit: Sangeet Mann, Presentation student

Presentation High School’s ‘Vintage &
Vogue Fashion Show’ set for April 24

http://www.presenta-tionhs.org/fashionshow
http://www.presenta-tionhs.org/fashionshow
http://www.presenta-tionhs.org/fashionshow


At the April 2
m e m o r i a l
service for San

Jose Police Officer
Michael Johnson,
each speaker called
attention to the over-
whelming outpouring
of support and sympa-
thy from the commu-
nity for the Johnson
family, the San Jose
Police Department
and all men and
women who choose a
career in law enforce-
ment.

We often come
together as a community in the wake
of a tragedy. In this case, it was for
14-year veteran Officer Johnson, 38,
who was killed on March 24 by a
bullet from a suicidal man whose
wife had called the police for help.

From Los Gatos to the SAP
Pavilion, people lined the route of
the procession bringing Officer
Johnson’s casket to the memorial
service. Some waved flags, others
held up signs of sympathy and grati-
tude. There were schoolchildren,
military veterans who raised their
hands in salute and parents who felt
the pain of a family losing a son.

People also lined Monterey Road
along the route to Oak Hill
Cemetery, where a private burial
service was held. Most of them, as
well as the 10,000 attendees inside
SAP, had never met Office Johnson.
But they were united in wanting to
show that they cared about this trag-
ic loss and that we should come
together for the common good.

I did know Michael Johnson and
I’ve known his family for quite some
time. I had the honor of meeting
with them the day after Michael
died. We talked about his devotion
to his family and his service as an
officer in helping the most vulnera-
ble among us. It brought to mind the
words that Cesar Chavez wrote in
“The Prayer of the Farm Workers’
Struggle:”

“Grant me courage to serve oth-
ers; for in service there is true life.

Give me honesty and patience; so
that I can work with others.

Let us remember those who have
died for justice; for they have given
us life.”

On the day of the memorial, hun-
dreds of law enforcement officers
from the Sheriff ’s Department and
from across the region volunteered to
fill work shifts so the SJPD officers
could attend the service. As they
arrived for the 7:30 a.m. briefing, I
greeted them along with members of
my staff, the staff of Supervisor
Cindy Chavez, other supervisors and
Sheriff Laurie Smith, with beverages
and snacks set up near the Old City
Hall. They officers said they were
glad to provide their service.

Along a fence outside the SJPD
headquarters and in front of the
main entrance, memorials grow with

flowers, notes and
signs. The San Jose
Police Officers Asso-
ciation is continuing
its online donation
drive at www.sjpoa.
com, and my office is
involved in a fundrais-
er for Saturday, April
11.

As the memory of
this tragedy fades and
we return to a kind of
normalcy, I hope we
can keep this spirit of
unity alive. Let’s do it
in the memory of
O f f i c e r  M i c h a e l

Jo h n s o n .
For more information, please call

my office at 408-299-5030 or email
me at dave.cortese@bos.sccgov.org.
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Times News Briefs

County
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By Dave Cortese
Supervisor

Let’s keep community spirit alive in the
memory of Officer Michael Johnson

Expires 4/30/15

http://www.sjpoa
mailto:dave.cortese@bos.sccgov.org
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Get listed! Call (408) 494-7000 today!

DAN 
WALKER
Alain Pinel 
Realtors

(408) 892-4813
Dwalker@apr.com

1173 Nikulina Ct.
$2,398,000
4 bed + guest,
5.5 bath
5448+/- sqft
Dan Walker
408.892.4813

95
12
0

Open Saturday
and Sunday

1089 Mountain
Shadows Road
$1,599,000
5 bed 3 bath
2911+/- sqft

Therese Swan 
408.656.8240

95
12
0

DAVID & VICKI
HARRIS

2921 Villages Parkway,
San Jose

(408) 754-1572

Please
recycle

this
paper!

mailto:Dwalker@apr.com


CAMPBELL UNITED METHODIST
CHURCH
1675 Winchester Boulevard (near
Hamilton), Campbell, 95008.
Church Office: 378-3472.
www.campbell-umc.org. E-mail
us at: campbell_umc@earth-
link.net. SUNDAY WORSHIP: 9:00
and 10:30 a.m. Handicapped,
hearing-impaired friendly facility.
(Nursery Care available). SUN-
DAY SCHOOL for every age at
9:00 a.m. WHAT YOU WILL FIND:
Youth/Young Adult programs,
Choirs for all ages, Active Senior
Fellowship, a dynamic and
diverse congregation of seekers
motivated to explore the ques-
tions of faith and life; opportuni-
ties for fellowship, study, spiritual
growth and outreach. Campbell
UMC is a Reconciling
Congregation ~ ALL ARE WEL-
COME! Campbell UMC sponsors
Bright Days preschool, offering a
play-based, developmentally
appropriate curriculum. Call 378-
8422 for information. 

CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF
ALMADEN VALLEY, UCC
6581 Camden Ave., San Jose,
CA 95120
Pastor, Rev. Dr. Michele Rogers
Brigham
408 268-0243
www.AlmadenCongregational.org
We are a welcoming Church
engaged in progressive approach
to faith, worship and giving to our
local community. We are proud to
be UCC, Open and affirming
(O&A) and welcome members of
the LGBT community. We support
local Innvision Shelter Feedings
once a month, San Francisco
Night Ministry, Second Harvest
Food Bank, Church World
Service, and Communities
Responding to End Poverty.  
Worship 9:00AM, Sunday School
10:00 AM Sundays. 
1st Sundays in Worship: Holy
Communion
2nd Sunday in Worship: Folk
Choir
3rd Sundays at Coffee Hour:
Round Table Disc.
4th Sundays in Worship:
Blessing of
Birthdays/Anniversaries/other
"joy" Occasions
Tuesday, AA Meetings, 8:15-9:15
PM.
Wednesdays, 9:30 AM., Women's
Study Group 

CARTER AVENUE CHURCH OF
CHRIST
5351 Carter Avenue, San Jose,
CA 95118
408.265.5837, Web:
www.bibleroad.org
You are invited to a new testa-
ment worship service to fellow-
ship with neighborhood
Christians. Experience traditional
singing, study of the Bible, pray-
ing with believers who acknowl-
edge Jesus Christ as their Savior,
preaching of the Gospel mes-
sage, and communion every
Sunday. Sunday morning Bible
class at 9:30 AM, and worship
service at 10:30 AM.
Conveniently located in south San
Jose off Kooser/Camden Avenue
near Highway 85 (behind the
Almaden Valley Athletic Club).
Come make new friends in Christ!

EAST VALLEY CHURCH
We are a Multicultural Christian
Community committed to making
Christ known to our Neighbors,
Community and World. 
Sunday Schedule: Worship
10am, Sunday School for all ages
8:30am, Coffee and Conversation
9:30am
Childcare is provided for all our
Sunday Services
Uplifting music, Biblical teaching,
ministries for Children, Youth,
College & Career, Small Groups
for all adults, Ministries to Men,
Women, Seniors, Celebrate
Recovery (Please see website for
details and meeting times
www.eastvalleychurch.com )
Community-Life Pastor
(Youth/College & Career) – Pastor
Pat Boyd, Community Life Pastor
(Small Groups/Christian
Education) – Pastor Alvin Lin,
Children’s Ministry Director –
Julie Garcia, Celebrate Recovery
Leader – Anne Friend
We are located at 2827 Flint Ave
(Between Tully & Norwood) San
Jose, CA 95148, Phone 408-
238-0231, e-mail info@eastvall-
eychurch.com We are associated
with Converge Worldwide
www.convergeworldwide.org

THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH IN
ALMADEN 
6581 Camden Ave. San Jose, CA
95120. The Rev. Kate Flexer,
Rector Phone:408-268-0243
Web:www.eca-sj.org
The Episcopal Church in Almaden
(ECA) is a place where God stops
for love and laughter. Through
worship, study, fellowship and
outreach, we strive to nurture and
grow a strong faith community of
believers, a family of all ages,
where each member feels wel-
comed, loved and valued.
Children are especially welcomed
and cherished as an important
part of God's family. All junior
high and senior high students are
welcome to participate in our
Youth Groups. During the school
year we have joint Sunday School
with our sister church, the
Congregational Church of
Almaden Valley, UCC. The
Episcopal Church in Almaden
offers the following regular oppor-
tunities for worship:  Sunday at
10:30AM, Holy Communion serv-
ice; Thursday at 7:30AM, short
Holy Communion service. Each
Sunday service is followed by a
coffee hour for friendship and
conversation.

EVERGREEN VALLEY CHURCH
Visit our Web Site at
wwww.evcsj.com
2750 Yerba Buena Rd. San Jose,
CA 95121. Phone: 408-274-
7422. Saturday worship is at 5
pm. Sunday worship services at
9 am and 11 am.. Excellent con-
temporary Christian music and
Bible-based teaching. Nursery
care and Children’s Sunday
School programs at 9 am and
10:45 am. Junior High students
meet Sunday’s at 9 am. Junior
High and High School students
meet on Tuesday’s at 6:30 pm.
College/Young adults meet on
Sunday’s at 6 pm. Casa de
OraciÓn: Servicio en Espa?ol:
Domingos 4 pm.

FIRST CHURCH DOWNTOWN
Worshipping at 55 N. 7th Street,
in downtown San Jose.  (Horace
Mann school) www.firstchurch-
downtown.com
Telephone: (408) 294-7254
x310. We are a community serv-
ing the Christ from the heart of
the City, working to know Jesus
and make Jesus known by serv-
ing, worshipping, and learning
together.  Worship services are at
10:00 AM at the Horace Mann
Community Center (7th and
Santa Clara Streets). Worship
includes both contemporary and
traditional music, a message that
is relevant to real life, based in
the Bible, and meaningful to peo-
ple of all ages and backgrounds.
We work in our community to
provide real assistance and long-
term, life-saving solutions: food,
housing, counseling, and spiritual
direction.  Our children's & fami-
lies' ministries include Sunday
classes, outdoor family activities
such as bike rides and fishing
trips.  Come, Make a Difference
and feel the difference God can
make in your life!

HOLY SPIRIT CATHOLIC
CHURCH
Faith.Knowledge.Community -
this is our promise to our mem-
bers. If you are looking for an
active Christian faith community,
we invite you to experience Holy
Spirit Parish Community. All are
welcome! We are located at 1200
Redmond Avenue, San Jose, CA
95120. Mass is celebrated at
8:30 a.m. Monday - Friday. Our
weekend Mass schedule is
Saturday 5 p.m., Sunday 8 a.m.,
9:30 a.m., 11:30 a.m. and 6 p.m.
Rite of Reconciliation is every
Saturday at 4 p.m. or by appoint-
ment. Our Parish Office is open
Monday - Thursday 8:30 a.m. -
4:30 p.m. and Friday 9:00 a.m. -
3:00 p.m. Call 408-997-5100 for
recorded information or 408-997-
5101 to speak with someone in
our parish office. Information on
Faith Formation for children and
adults can be obtained by calling
our Catechetical Office at 408-
997-5115. Get in the loop with
our 3sixty High School Youth
Ministry by calling 408-997-
5106. Holy Spirit School serves
grades Pre-K through 8th, and is
located at 1198 Redmond
Avenue. You can reach the school
office at 408-268-0794.

SAINT ANTHONY CATHOLIC
CHURCH
We invite you to become a part
of our hospitable, intimate
Catholic parish.  We are a caring
community, promoting spiritual
growth, reaching out to people in
need and where you get to know
people by name.  We offer chil-
dren's religious education (CRE-
ATE); Youth Ministry (BLAST & X-
STATIC); Scripture Study (day &
evening); Senior's Group and
many other adult ministries as
well.  Saint Anthony parish is
located in Almaden Valley at
20101 McKean Road, San Jose,
95120.  Our weekend Masses are
at 4 p.m. on Saturday at our his-
toric church at 21800 Bertram

Road in New Almaden, CA
95042 and on Sunday at 8:30
a.m., 10:30 a.m., and 5:30 p.m.
at the McKean Road location.
Our Parish Office is open Monday
9 a.m. - 12 p.m. and Tuesday
thru Thursday, 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.
and 1 - 4 p.m.  For more infor-
mation, stop by the Parish Office
or call 1+ (408) 997-4800, or
visit our website at www.church-
stanthony.com. Fr. Larry Hendel,
Pastor.

ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI
CATHOLIC CHURCH
5111 San Felipe Rd., San Jose,
CA 95135
408-223-1562. www.stfranciso-
fassisi.com
www.stfrancisofassisipreschool.o
rg
We invite you to join our commu-
nity of faith located in the
Evergreen area of San Jose. We
are an inclusive diverse commu-
nity striving to serve as Disciples

of Jesus Christ in the footsteps of
St. Francis, offering prayerful and
joyful liturgies; evangelization, fel-
lowship, and service opportuni-
ties to the community. We offer
spiritual opportunities for all
ages, including children's liturgy,
dynamic E.C.H.O - Jr. High,
IGNITE - High School and North
Star -Young Adult Ministries,
along with small faith communi-
ties and opportunities to help the
poor and marginalized of San
Jose. Our Preschool is the only
Catholic Preschool offering quali-
ty family oriented service in the
Evergreen and Silver Creek areas.
Our Chapel, Gathering Hall, Parish
Office, Mission Center, Parish Gift
Shop, Memorial Garden and
Preschool are all located at 5111
San Felipe Rd. 
Please come join us to worship
at one of the following times and
locations: 
St. Francis of Assisi Chapel
Saturday 5:00PM, Sunday 8:30

AM, 10:30 AM, 12:30 PM, 4:00
PM (Mass in Vietnamese), 6:00
PM Youth Mass
St. Francis of Assisi Gathering
Hall 
Sunday 9:00 AM,
Sunday11:00AM, Igbo Mass -
Second Sunday of the month
12:30 PM
Mt. Hamilton Grange - 2840
Aborn Road
Sunday 9:30 AM 
The Villages Gated Community
(Cribari Auditorium)
Sunday 8:15 AM
For more information, please call
or visit us at the Parish Mission
Center open M-F 9:00 AM -12:00
PM; 1:00 PM - 4:00 PM. Come
join us and share your presence
with us so that together we may
grow and share our gifts to help
build God's Kingdom!

Worship listing advertisements
are $495 annually. Please call
Brigitte at (408) 558-3623.

ALMADEN TIMES APRIL 10–APRIL 23, 2015 PAGE 19SERVING ALMADEN VALLEY SINCE 1986 ONLINE: ALMADENTIMES.COM

Painting

Custom Homes
Apartments
Offices
Tree Trimming
We clean gutters

DIRECTV is currently
recruiting for the 

following positions in
Castroville & 

San Jose:

Field Supervisor 

Warehouse 
Assistant

If you are not able to
access our website,
DIRECTV.com, mail
your resume and

salary requirements to:
DIRECTV, 

Attn: Talent
Acquisition, 

161 Inverness Drive
West, Englewood, 

CO 80112. 
To apply online, visit:

www.directv.com/careers. 
EOE.

WORK WITH 
TROPICAL PLANTS

South Bay-based Interior
Plantscape Company 
looking for bright, motivated
individual(s) to care for 
interior plants in corporate
environments in the SF Bay
Area. Flexible hours, 
20-35hr week Experience
preferred but will train 
as necessary!

Duties: Driving, caring for
tropical plants, carrying 
2 gallon watering cans,
occasionally lifting up to 30
lbs. Company vehicle may
be available, or mileage
paid. Salary commensurate
with experience, $15/hr.
++. Reply to:    
planted100@yahoo.com

YOUR NUMBER ONE NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS SOURCE.

The Almaden Times.

Times
Classifieds
Work!
Call now 

to place your 
ad by phone: 

(408) 

Classifieds
Employment
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