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With great emotion, the voices of the
Slavyanka Russian Chorus rang out filling
the First Lutheran Church in Palo Alto

under the direction of San Jose
resident Irina Shachneva.

Slavyanka's performance enti-
tled "Reaching Towards Heaven:
Sacred Hymns and Songs of
Hope from Russia and America,"
lifted the hearts and spirits of the
audience and performers alike.
Artistic Director Shachneva
shone as chorale conductor, join-
ing in an emotive dance with the
singers, evoking their soaring
vocals.

With sweeping arms and heart-
felt expression, Shachneva led the
choir's buoyant voices. Shachneva
says she conveys her feelings and
how the music speaks to her
through her hands. "I never keep
anything inside," she says. "I give
everything I am to these people and the music." 

Shachneva has worked as a musician, director and
teacher for more than 25 years. When she became
Artistic Director of the Slavyanka Russian Chorus in
2012, it was a men's choir. With the addition of the

women singers, the vocals grew richer in tone and
range.

Working as an artistic director and conductor is
hard work and a process of learning, she says. "I have
to consider the composer, analyze and interpret the

music and teach them how to sing
to reach this level. I have to be
emotionally strong and control
pitch and technique. There are
things that can't be explained by
words; it's the beauty and energy
of the performance. Magic hap-
pens that can never be exactly
repeated."

Slavyanka is the name early
19th century Russian settlers gave
the Russian River. Like the river,
the a cappella choir's sound flows
with vibrancy, strength and pur-
pose. While singing, the bodies of
the vocalists rise to meet
Shachneva's energy, their voices
resonating in harmony.

The chorus' repertoire included
songs sung in Russian, English

and both, ranging from Orthodox Christian hymns
and 18th century Russian kants to folk songs and spir-
ituals. Sometimes ethereal like "Abide with Me" and
sometimes a celebration of life like "Vive L'Amour" or

See CHORUS, page 3

San Jose resident Irina Shachneva
shines as Slavyanka’s Artistic Director 

Slavyanka’s mission and has been building bridges of understanding between Russians and Americans for more than 35
years. Inset below: Artistic Director Irina Shachneva poses with the chorus. Photos by Lorraine Gabbert

BUILDING
BRIDGES

Though it was a tough assignment, winners were selected for an art contest held
Saturday June 18 in “The Kids Court” at “Dancin' on the Avenue” in downtown
Willow Glen. Many worthy entries were received, and they were scrutinized by a
variety of notable judges. Congratulations to the winners!

CREATIVE KIDS
SHINE AT DANCIN’
ON THE AVENUE

JET SUITE X AIRLINE
INTRODUCES NEW
MONTANA SERVICE
TO SAN JOSE 
AIRPORT – P4
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AVAILABLE

6673 Copperwood Circle,
Almaden Valley

Gorgeous Copperwood town
house situated in the  heart of
Almaden Valley.  This home has
been updated throughout with a
Transitional flair and offers 1,451
square feet of living space, 3 bed-
rooms and 2.5 baths.  Walking dis-
tance to all major conveniences,
shopping, hiking and Almaden
Golf and Country Club. $848,000
ffers

SOLD WITH MULTIPLE OFFERS

6556 Springpath Lane, 
Almaden Valley

Beautiful tri-level home nestled
in the Peirce ranch development
of Almaden Valley.  Stunning
Quick Silver hiking, biking and
equestrian trails are a stone’s
throw from this home, offering
2,035 square feet of living space,
4 bedrooms and 2.5 baths situat-
ed on a sprawling 7,875 square
foot lot.  $1,248,000

SOLD

17211 Lakeview Drive,
Morgan Hill

Beautiful Foothill Views
Stunning Holiday Lake Estates
home has remodeled throughout
with a contemporary flair and an
Open- concept living style, pro-
moting grand everyday living. This
amazing home offers 2,592 square
feet of living space,  4 gracious
bedrooms, 3 lavish baths with  one
bedroom and full bath on lower
level for guest or in-law quarters
situated on 20,000 square feet of
park-like grounds. $1,198,000

SOLD IN LESS THAN 1 WEEK

4969 Popejoy Court,
Almaden Valley

This amazing family home was
built for entertaining with ease
of flow from room to room.
Recently updated with a transi-
tional flair offering 2,005 square
feet of living space, 4 bedrooms
(one bedroom and full bath on
main floor ) and 2.5 baths,  situ-
ated on a 7,842 square foot lot
with a cul-de-sac setting. 
$975,000



Chorus
Continued from page 1
hopeful like "Somewhere" from West Side Story, the songs started
out softly and built with power as the singers sang. In a "Cossack
Medley," the men expressed the Cossack's love of freedom and
their fearlessness. With deep resonant voices, the soloists led the
charge, singing and stomping their feet, and before long, Shachneva
joined in. She chose to include "Shenandoah" after seeing the beau-
ty of America on her family's cross-country move from Boston. "I
chose pieces that touch my heart," she says.

Although the choir sings many of their songs in Russian translit-
eration, it remains an additional challenge beyond learning the
music. "It amazes me," says Shachneva. "Why do people want to
learn to move their tongues in a strange language? It's the power of
Russian music, especially spiritual music calling to their hearts and
souls."

Shachneva is proud of Slavyanka's diversity as well as its accom-
plishments: The choir is made up of people of all ages, religions
and ethnicities. "Music can bring people together," she says. "It's a
light from the heart." Uniting different kinds of people is
Slavyanka's mission and it has been building bridges of under-
standing between Russians and Americans for more than 35 years.
"When our governments are at odds, that's when we most need
voices to remind us of what we share," notes Slavyanka's website.

As 'Ambassadors of Peace,' Slavyanka is representing America
at St. Petersburg's finest concert hall celebrating the 150th anniver-
sary of the Tchaikovsky Conservatory in October. They are raising
$12,000 to offset travel expenses for singers who may otherwise be
unable to go. To donate online visit their website: www.slavyanka-
chorus.org, or mail a check made out to: Slavyanka Russian
Chorus to their treasurer, Tom Warrington at 128 H Lane, Novato,
CA 94945.

Past performances include Rachmaninov's "All-Night Vigil"
sung in the Russian liturgical tradition at San Francisco's Grace
Cathedral and a collection of sacred music sung at the Museum of
Russian Icons in Boston. In 2014, Shachneva conducted the first
Bay Area International Russian Music Festival, held in Berkeley.

Slavyanka's next concert will be held at The Star of the Sea
Catholic Church in San Francisco on July 23, and will include
Russian food. Slavyanka invites Bay Area residents to "hear music
they have never heard before and discover a whole world of spirit
and feeling well beyond their familiar experience."

Looking back 
Shachneva was born in the old town of Pemca, Russia to

Valentina and Serafim Shachneva. She sang in a children's choir at
an early age and attended music school through eighth grade. Since
a teen in Russia, Shachneva hoped to become a choral conductor.
She received her Bachelor of Music from Penza Music College and
a Master of Music from Nizhny Novgorod State Conservatory.

At age 19, the music industry brought her to the little town of
Dubna, which boasts six music schools and is home to the Joint
Institute for Nuclear Research. "It's a beautiful place with a forest
near the Volga River," she says, "filled with scientists and intelligent
people who care about their education." It was there that she met
her husband, Peter Kulinich, a nuclear physicist.

Upon completing her studies, Shachneva was invited to serve as
choirmaster and teacher in the Dubna children's choir studio. At
age 26, she founded and was the first artistic director of the
Municipal Choral School, Rhapsodie, based on her own philoso-
phy and approach to music. She taught piano, music theory and
chorale singing. Within a year, her nine- and ten-year-old students
showed such promise that she brought them to perform in Bulgaria.
They also toured in France, Poland and Russia.

When in 1994, her husband's new job at the Massachusetts
Institute of Technology took them and their young son, Yakov, to
the Boston area, Irina had to start over. "I came from another coun-
try and had to learn a new language," she says. "It was hard to find
a job being a foreigner. I was kind of depressed and isolated." 

She decided to continue her education at the New England
Conservatory of Music in Boston, taking three years of conducting
classes. There she met Tamara Brooks, Head of the Conducting
Department, who invited her to work as a guest conductor of the
Conservatory choir. Leading the choir in a performance of Alfred
Schnittke's "Requiem" was a dream come true for Shachneva.
"Schnittke has a very special style of composing," she says. "When
I was in my first year at the Conservatory in Russia, he worked with
us and we performed his music. His personality and high level of
spirituality deeply affected me." Eighteen years later, at age 33,
rather than singing to his music, Shachneva conducted his piece at
Jordan Hall in Boston.

"Thank God, I met Tamara Brooks," says Shachneva. "She
helped me to continue with music." 

In addition, Shachneva acted as guest conductor of the Jordan
Hall Festival Chorus and the Plymouth Festival Chorus. She also

worked as an organist, pianist and conductor while Music Director
at Mt. Calvary Church in Acton, MA, where she led its choir and
orchestra in performing pieces by Bach, Faure and Mozart. The
ensemble performed at the International Music Festival in
Wurzburg, Germany in 2011.

Shachneva founded and became Artistic Director of the
International Rachmaninoff Russian Music Festival in Boston in
2010. Its success led to an invitation to perform at the International
Choral Festival celebrating the 450th anniversary of St. Basil's
Cathedral on Red Square.

In 2011, her husband's work with Rapiscan Systems brought
their family to San Jose. With the births of their sons, Daniel,
Anton and Michael, they were now a family of six. "It was like a
second emigration and an even harder move from our previous
one," says Shachneva. "I left everything I established there: friends,
jobs and students to come to California where I didn't know anyone."

Shachneva started a new life for the third time, raising her sons

and teaching piano, theory and voice at Avloni Academy of Music
in Saratoga and Pacific Music Academy in San Jose, as well as
teaching music from her home. Shachneva still loves teaching
piano, voice and music theory to children as well as adults from
her home studio.

Shachneva says that Slavyanka is "a close-knit family of won-
derful people coming together with new ideas." In the future, she'd
like to create additional interesting programs and take Slavyanka
to the highest level, challenging them to become even better
singers.

"I just love music," says Shachneva. "I love to think about it and
create it. The interpretation and performance… the beauty of the
music speaks through you and that's what's driven me for years,
that emotional satisfaction." With Slavyanka, a group she says is
moved by their hearts, she's found her home.

For additional information, contact chorus president Paul Andrews at:
510.798.7966 or email: info@slavyanka.org.
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ValleyCurrents
cur·rent (adj.) Present, topical, timely, newsworthy. (n.) Movement in a definite direction, a flow.
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The historic evaluation of the Cambrian
Park Plaza Carousel is complete, mak-
ing the iconic "Merry-Go-Round" sign

eligible as a permanent Santa Clara County his-
toric landmark.

The 50 plus year-old carousel is a unique
example of Roadside Vernacular architecture
and retains sufficient integrity to convey its his-
toric identity.

"This is great news," said Santa Clara
County Supervisor Ken Yeager. "Because the
shopping center is under new ownership, I was
heartened to learn that any future development
will preserve the carousel, which is part of our
community's heritage."

With the evaluation done, the County's
Historical Heritage Commission can now con-
sider a historic recommendation at their next
meeting on July 21. Their recommendation
will go to the Board of Supervisors for a final
vote in August.

The report finds that the Cambrian Park
Plaza was first constructed in 1953 during a
period of profound change in the Santa Clara
Valley. Until the end of World War II, most of

the surrounding area was planted with
orchards. With the return of many US service-
men, suburban neighborhoods began to replace
these farms and the City of San Jose grew from
17 to 137 square miles during this period.

"While this action confirms what many who
grew up with the revolving sign already knew,
the report is a necessary step towards protect-
ing the carousel as a Santa Clara County his-
toric landmark," added Supervisor Yeager.
"Though change in our region is inevitable, I
believe it's important to protect the landmarks
that make our communities unique and hold
memories for all of us." 

The Cambrian Park Plaza's merry-go-round
sign embodies the distinctive characteristics of
American architecture at that time. "With its
whimsical kinetic sculpture depicting a
carousel in motion, the unique sign is an eye-
catching example of Roadside Vernacular
architecture," said the report.

Furthermore, the report concludes, "The
carousel sign is one of the largest and most dis-
tinctive signs designed within this context (no
other local examples are known to incorporate
mechanical moving parts). It is also an impor-
tant monument for the Cambrian neighbor-
hood, which lacks a downtown business district
and other traditional landmarks for wayfinding
and community identity." 

Cambrian Carousel eligible for landmark status
Tax rate on 

gasoline reduced

on July 1
The California State Board of

Equalization (BOE) announced-
vthat the state excise tax on gaso-
line dropped by 2.2 cents per gal-
lon on July 1.

The reduction lowered the
excise tax rate from 30 cents to
27.8 cents per gallon for the 2016-
17 fiscal year, effective July 1,
2016, through June 30, 2017.

"California requires the BOE to
adopt a revenue-neutral excise tax
rate for each fiscal year, and when
the selling price of gasoline falls,
we are legally obligated to reduce
the excise tax accordingly," said
Chair-woman Ma. "This is a math-
ematical formality and not a poli-
cy matter within the discretion of
the Board."

Gas prices up 

locally; down

nationally
Average retail gasoline prices in

San Jose have risen 3.4 cents per
gallon in the past week, averaging
$2.93/g yesterday, according to
GasBuddy.com's daily survey of
427 gas outlets in San Jose.

While local gas prices have
risen, the national average that has
fallen 2.4 cents per gallon in the
last week to $2.31/g. Including the
change in gas prices in San Jose
during the past week, prices yester-
day were 44.1 cents per gallon
lower than the same day one year
ago and are 6.5 cents per gallon
higher than a month ago.

JetSuiteX introduces Montana
Service at San Jose Airport 

Want to explore Montana? Here's your chance.
New public charter service JetSuiteX is introduced seasonal June-

September service between San Jose, CA and Bozeman, MT starting
this week.

JetSuiteX will connect Mineta San Jose International Airport with
Bozeman Yellowstone International Airport with four weekly
roundtrip flights on luxuriously configured Embraer 135 aircraft.

"We are very pleased to have JetSuiteX begin non-stop service
between San Jose, CA and Bozeman, MT with their unique private jet
style experience," said Brain Sprenger, Airport Direc-tor at Bozeman
Yellow-stone International Air-port. "San Jose and Bozeman share a
diverse technology sector and now residents of Silicon Valley have
easy access to the many outdoor recreation areas in Southwest
Montana including Yellowstone National Park.

JetSuiteX provides many of the comforts usually associated with
private jet travel but for the price of a traditional airline seat, offering:
30 luxurious seats per aircraft, each with
at least 36-inch seat pitch, legroom com-
parable to domestic airlines' business
class service; three seats per row-a single
and a double; free WiFi and inflight
entertainment onboard streamed to pas-
sengers' personal devices; and flight
departures only from private jet terminals
(FBOs) so the experience is faster and
more comfortable, with no major airport
delays, security lines, or long walks
through giant terminals.

Unlike other alternative offerings,

JetSuiteX clients don't need to sign up, pay a monthly subscription, or
travel in small propeller airplanes. JetSuiteX only flies from private jet
facilities. There are no crowded terminals, long security lines, or giant
parking lots.

Regular fares start from $99* each way. All flights may be purchased by vis-
iting jetsuitex.com, by downloading the JetSuiteX app, or by calling 800
iFLYJSX. (435-9579). For more information about retail flights and private jet

membership, visit www.jetsuite.com. Lowest
fares may require advance purchase.

Yellowstone National Park
is now much more
accessible to residents
since JetSuiteX has added
service to Montana.
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Call to schedule 
your tour!

1081 Foxworthy Avenue, 
San Jose, CA 95118
(408) 265-7380
M-F 6:30 am - 6:30 pm
www.Kindercare.com

Healing Touch Chiropractic Clinic
2724 Aborn Road, San Jose, CA 95121

* Introductory Price Available for First Time Clients *
Ask About Our Discount Massage Package!

Please call
(408) 393-1099
to schedule an
appointment

Expires 8/15/16

Professional Staff
Rosario Espinoza, CMT
Leticia Espinoza, CMT

Swedish Massage
Deep Tissue Massage

Massage Therapy

Voted
Best 

Massage

Spring Special

$35 special
1 hour with 

this ad

Expires 8/15/16



By Ken Yeager 
Special to the Times

Support for disabled athletes 
Power Soccer is the first competi-

tive team sport designed and devel-
oped specifically for power wheel-
chair users. These participants
include persons with quadriplegia,
multiple sclerosis, and other disabil-
ities.

I have proposed funding that will
provide the San Jose Power Soccer
program with two specialized
wheelchairs to be shared among its
three teams. The wheelchairs will

help the athletes improve their skills
and become more competitive
against the other teams they face
who are currently utilizing this
equipment.

Health and wellness for local
seniors

Bay Area Older Adults (BAO)
provides 3,000 seniors in the
County with physical activities, life-
long learning, nutrition, health and
social support programs. These pro-
grams ensure the physical and emo-
tional needs of seniors are
addressed early to prevent future ill-

nesses and stabilize existing chronic
diseases.

I have proposed funding for
BAO's Healthy Living Programs
that will make up for other sources
of financial support that are no
longer viable. This will provide local
seniors with uninterrupted access to
the services they need and enjoy,
such as hiking activities, health edu-
cation, and more.

Investments in community
health solutions  

In order to continue providing
residents with some of the best

healthcare services in the country,
the County Public Health
Department must be able to bring in
experts and foster innovative ideas
and approaches. I am
proposing that the
County fund two cut-
ting edge health con-
ferences in the coming
year for this purpose.

The Healthy
Innovative Practices
Conference will bring
together diverse lead-
ers from the public,
private, and nonprofit
sectors to create and
share innovative solu-
tions to complex
health challenges fac-
ing our communities.

The Healthy Cities
Conference will bring
together local city leaders and recip-
ients of Partnerships to Improve
Community Health (PICH) project
grants from the 2015 "Healthy
Cities Forum" to leverage these
diverse partnerships and achieve
organizational and policy solutions
to address pre-diabetes and other
chronic diseases.

Funding for childcare services 
Due to its recent merger with the

San Francisco branch of the United
Way, the United Way of Silicon
Valley will not be awarding new
grants to local nonprofits after June
30th. This is an effective cut to over
two-dozen local nonprofits, includ-
ing many of whom provide critical
childcare and family support servic-
es.

Two of these organizations, San
Jose Day Nursery and Estrella
Family Services, are vulnerable and
in need of financial support to con-
tinue serving local families. I have
proposed funding for these organi-
zations that will go a long way
towards securing access to afford-
able childcare and early education
for low-income families.

Support for LGBTQ youth 
The County always strives to

more be competent and comprehen-
sive in providing outreach and serv-
ices to LGBTQ residents. One of
the region's primary centers for
LGBTQ youth, the LGBTQ Youth
Space in San Jose, needs critical
funding to continue providing pro-
grams and services for youth ages
16-25

The funding I have proposed for
the Youth Space will allow it to con-
tinue offering peer mentoring servic-
es, outpatient coun-
seling, skills for
independent living,
access to communi-
ty resources, and
engagement oppor-
tunities. By invest-
ing in this organiza-
tion, we are ensur-
ing that local
LGBTQ youth have
a safe, supportive
environment in
which they can

grow and connect for years to come.
Healthy Food incentive Grocery

Project 
Last year, I was proud to lead the

creation of the the
Urban Agriculture
Incentive Zone
(UAIZ) program in
the unincorporated
County. It provides
tax breaks for
landowners who use
vacant, unimproved,
or blighted lands for
small-scale agricultur-
al production and
animal husbandry
with the goal of
expanding residents'
access to healthy,
affordable food in
urban areas. I am
proud to announce

that the San Francisco Bay Area
Planning and Urban Research
Association (SPUR) will further this
goal with the upcoming launch of
its Healthy Food Incentive Grocery
Project.

The project will provide matching
funds on grocery store purchases of
local fruits and vegetables by fami-
lies and individuals participating in
the CalFresh program. For example,
a shopper who spends $10 of
CalFresh benefits on California-
grown fruits and vegetables at par-
ticipating stores will get an extra $10
to spend on any fresh produce in the
store. This integration of healthy
food incentives into the CalFresh
program will help make produce
more affordable for low-income res-
idents and increase the economic
viability of our local agricultural
economy.

SPUR is leading the project in
coalition with the County's Social
Services Agency, Public Health
Department, FIRST 5, and Second
Harvest Food Bank.

, Community Alliance with
Family Farmers, Fair Food
Network, and John Snow Inc. Since
securing a $300,000 grant from the
U.S. Department of Agriculture to
help make fruits and vegetables
more affordable and accessible in
the County, SPUR and its partners
have worked to secure a list of par-
ticipating grocery stores for the proj-
ect, with the goal of launching it
later this summer.

I am excited to see this project
build upon my efforts to expand
access to affordable, healthy food in
the County.

County supervisor outlines recent investments and initiatives to benefit the community

Supervisor Ken Yeager with representatives from Bay
Area Older Adults

County
Report

Ken Yeager,
County Supervisor
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CAMPBELL UNITED METHODIST
CHURCH
1675 Winchester Boulevard (near
Hamilton), Campbell, 95008. Church
Office: 378-3472. www.campbell-
umc.org. E-mail us at:
campbell_umc@earthlink.net. SUNDAY
WORSHIP: 9:00 and 10:30 a.m.
Handicapped, hearing-impaired friendly
facility. (Nursery Care available). SUNDAY
SCHOOL for every age at 9:00 a.m.
WHAT YOU WILL FIND:  Youth/Young
Adult programs, Choirs for all ages,
Active Senior Fellowship, a dynamic and
diverse congregation of seekers motivat-
ed to explore the questions of faith and
life; opportunities for fellowship, study,

spiritual growth and outreach. Campbell
UMC is a Reconciling Congregation ~
ALL ARE WELCOME! Campbell UMC
sponsors Bright Days preschool, offering
a play-based, developmentally appropri-
ate curriculum. Call 378-8422 for infor-
mation. 

Congregational Church of Almaden
Valley, UCC
6581 Camden Ave., San Jose, CA 95120
Pastor, Rev. Dr. Michele Rogers Brigham
408 268-0243
www.AlmadenCongregational.org
We are a welcoming Church engaged in
progressive approach to faith, worship
and giving to our local community. We

are proud to be UCC, Open and affirming
(O&A) and welcome members of the
LGBT community. We support local
Innvision Shelter Feedings once a month,
San Francisco Night Ministry, Second
Harvest Food Bank, Church World
Service, and Communities Responding to
End Poverty.  
Worship 9:00AM, Sunday School 10:00
AM Sundays. 
1st Sundays in Worship: Holy
Communion
2nd Sunday in Worship: Folk Choir
3rd Sundays at Coffee Hour:  Round
Table Disc.
4th Sundays in Worship:  Blessing of
Birthdays/Anniversaries/other "joy"

Occasions
Tuesday, AA Meetings, 8:15-9:15 PM.
Wednesdays, 9:30 AM., Women's Study
Group 

CHURCH OF CHRIST
5351 Carter Ave., San Jose 95118
408.265.5837
www.bibleroad.org
We strive to be a group of Christians that
love and honor God and Jesus Christ in
our daily lives. We assemble each
Sunday to encourage each other through
singing, studying, praying and sharing in
the Lord’s supper. Simple—just like what
one reads about in the New Testament.
Bible class at 9:30 AM

Worship at 10:30 AM
Located in south San Jose near Kooser
Rd. and Camden Ave. (behind the
Almaden Valley Athletic Club).
Come make new Christian friends!

East Valley Church
We are a Multicultural Christian
Community committed to making Christ
known to our Neighbors, Community and
World. 
Sunday Schedule: Coffee and
Conversation 9:15am Worship 9:45am,
Sunday School for all ages 11:15am
Childcare is provided for all our Sunday
Services.  Our NEW Children’s Building is
Open!

Uplifting music, Biblical teaching, min-
istries for Children, Youth, College &
Career, Small Groups for all adults,
Ministries to Men, Women, Seniors,
Celebrate Recovery (Please see website
for details and meeting times  www.east-
valleychurch.com )
VBS:  June 13th  – 17th (5:45-8:30pm)
& Sports Camp:  July 18th  – 22nd (9am
-12:30pm)   For more details or to regis-
ter please visit our website
Senior Pastor – Pastor Ron Johnson,
Community-Life Pastor - Pastor Patrick
Boyd, Children’s Ministry Co-Directors –
Alyssa Friend and Kristen Pearson
We are located at 2827 Flint Ave
(Between Tully & Norwood) San Jose,

GET LISTED!
Call the Times today:

(408) 898-7534
brigitte@timesmediainc.com

DAVID & VICKI
HARRIS

2921 Villages Parkway,
San Jose

(408) 754-1572

CAROL CAMILLI-
MONTGOMERY

www.camillihomes.com
carolcamilli@kw.com

(408) 209-7809

DAN 
WALKER
Alain Pinel 
Realtors

(408) 892-4813
Dwalker@apr.com

GLORIA
ASHDOWN

(408) 398-1516
gloriaashdown@aol.com

PAT 
O’CONNOR

(408) 691-7322
poconnor@kw.com

6457 Cranbrook
Court
$1,499,000
4 bed 3 bath
3198+/- sqft
Therese Swan
408.656.8240

95120

KRAIG 
CONSTANTINO

kcreteam@gmail.com
www.KraigsListings.com

(408) 219-9122



CA 95148, Phone 408-238-0231, e-mail
info@eastvalleychurch.com
We are associated with Converge Worldwide
www.convergeworldwide.org

The Episcopal Church in Almaden 
6581 Camden Ave. San Jose, CA 95120.  The
Rev. Shelley Booth Denney, Rector Phone:408-
268-0243 Web:www.eca-sj.org 
At the Episcopal Church in Almaden (ECA), we
are joyful followers of Jesus Christ. Through wor-
ship, study, fellowship and outreach, we strive to
nurture and grow a strong faith community of
believers, a family of all ages, where each mem-
ber feels welcomed, loved, valued and empow-
ered to serve. Children are especially welcomed
and cherished as an important part of God's fami-
ly. All junior high and senior high students are
welcome to participate in our Youth Groups.
During the school year we have joint Sunday
School with our sister church, the Congregational
Church of Almaden Valley, UCC. The Episcopal
Church in Almaden offers the following regular
opportunities for worship: Sunday at 7:30AM and
10:30AM, Holy Communion service. Each
Sunday service is followed by a coffee hour for
friendship and conversation.

Evergreen Valley Church
Visit our Web Site at wwww.evcsj.com
2750 Yerba Buena Rd. San Jose, CA 95121.
Phone: 408-274-7422. Saturday worship is at 5
pm. Sunday worship services at 9 am and 11
am.. Excellent contemporary Christian music and
Bible-based teaching. Nursery care and Children’s
Sunday School programs at 9 am and 11 am.
Junior High students meet at 9am and High
School students meet at 11am. Nuevo Comienzo:
Servicio en espanol, Domingo 4pm.

First Church Downtown
Worshipping at 55 N. 7th Street, in downtown
San Jose.  (Horace Mann school) firstchurch-
downtown.com
Telephone: (408) 294-7254 x310. We are a com-
munity serving the Christ from the heart of the
City, working to know Jesus and make Jesus
known by serving, worshipping, and learning
together.  Worship services are at 10:00 AM at
the Horace Mann Community Center (7th and
Santa Clara Streets). Worship includes both con-
temporary and traditional music, a message that
is relevant to real life, based in the Bible, and
meaningful to people of all ages and back-
grounds.  We work in our community to provide
real assistance and long-term, life-saving solu-
tions: food, housing, counseling, and spiritual
direction.  Our children's & families' ministries
include Sunday classes, outdoor family activities
such as bike rides and fishing trips.  Come, Make
a Difference and feel the difference God can make
in your life!

Holy Spirit Catholic Church
Faith.Knowledge.Community - this is our promise
to our members. If you are looking for an active
Christian faith community, we invite you to experi-
ence Holy Spirit Parish Community. All are wel-
come! We are located at 1200 Redmond Avenue,
San Jose, CA 95120. Mass is celebrated at 8:30
a.m. Monday - Friday. Our weekend Mass sched-
ule is Saturday 5 p.m., Sunday 8 a.m., 9:30 a.m.,
11:30 a.m. and 6 p.m. Rite of Reconciliation is
every Saturday at 4 p.m. or by appointment. Our
Parish Office is open Monday - Thursday 8:30
a.m. - 4:30 p.m. and Friday 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Call 408-997-5100 for recorded information or
408-997-5101 to speak with someone in our
parish office. Information on Faith Formation for
children and adults can be obtained by calling our
Catechetical Office at 408-997-5115. Get in the
loop with our 3sixty High School Youth Ministry
by calling 408-997-5106. Holy Spirit School
serves grades Pre-K through 8th, and is located
at 1198 Redmond Avenue. You can reach the
school office at 408-268-0794.

THE POINT CHURCH
www.ThePoint.Church
3695 Rose Terrasse Circle. San Jose CA 95148
Located at the top of Aborn Rd and Murillo Ave.
Come be inspired and build your faith as we wor-
ship together this Sunday @ 10:30 AM. KidsPoint
is our children's ministry, serving infants through
5th grade. It is a fun and safe experience for kids
as they grow in their walk with God. ONE is our
student ministry, serving 6th through 12th grades.
We help lead students into a growing relationship
with Jesus through conversations, fun and serv-
ice. Because of the diversity of Evergreen we offer
church services in 5 languages, each with their
own auditorium and pastor.
10:30 AM English, Mandarin, Cantonese and

Cambodian. Spanish at 1:00 PM. 

SAINT ANTHONY CATHOLIC CHURCH
We invite you to become a part of our hospitable,
intimate Catholic parish.  We are a caring com-
munity, promoting spiritual growth, reaching out
to people in need and where you get to know
people by name.  We offer children's religious
education (CREATE); Youth Ministry (BLAST & X-
STATIC); Scripture Study (day & evening);
Senior's Group and many other adult ministries as
well.  Saint Anthony parish is located in Almaden
Valley at 20101 McKean Road, San Jose, 95120.
Our weekend Masses are at 4 p.m. on Saturday
at our historic church at 21800 Bertram Road in
New Almaden, CA  95042 and on Sunday at 8:30
a.m., 10:30 a.m., and 5:30 p.m. at the McKean
Road location.   Our Parish Office is open Monday
9 a.m. - 12 p.m. and Tuesday thru Thursday, 9
a.m. - 12 p.m. and 1 - 4 p.m.  For more informa-
tion, stop by the Parish Office or call 1+ (408)
997-4800, or visit our website at www.church-
stanthony.com. Fr. Larry Hendel, Pastor.

ST. BASIL THE GREAT GREEK ORTHODOX
CHURCH
6430 Bose Lane, San Jose, CA 95120
Church Office 408-268-3214    
Clergy:  Fr. Allan Boyd 
Experience our Lord Jesus Christ in the beauty
and magnificence of Holy Week & Easter after the
manner of the earliest Christians.  All are wel-
come to our warm, multicultural Church commu-
nity, where services are done primarily in English.
What happens when you reunite created matter to
its Creator?  Come and see!
Holy Week Services preparing for Eastern
Orthodox Easter on May 1:
Wednesday 4/27  7 a.m. Pre-sanctified Divine
Liturgy
7 p.m. Sacrament of Holy Unction (anointing of
oil for healing of body and soul)  
Thursday 4/28      7 a.m. Morning Vesperal Divine
Liturgy of St. Basil
7 p.m.  Nailing of Christ to the Cross - Reading of
the 12 Gospels
Friday April 29
7 a.m.  Royal Hours
3:30 p.m. Descent from the Cross
7 p.m. Lamentation Service 
With candlelit funeral procession around church
Saturday April 30  8:30 a.m. St. Basil morning
Vesperal Divine Liturgy
11p.m. Candlelight Resurrection Service - "Come
receive the light!"
Midnight-Sunday Pascha/Easter Service - Divine

Liturgy
Sunday May 1  Easter Sunday
11 a.m. Agape Vespers - Christ's Good News in
many languages
1-5 p.m. Pascha/Easter picnic at Almaden Lake
Park Cinnabar 1,  
6099 Winfield Bl., San Jose 95120  

St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Church
5111 San Felipe Rd., San Jose, CA 95135
408-223-1562. www.stfrancisofassisi.com
www.stfrancisofassisipreschool.org
We invite you to join our community of faith locat-
ed in the Evergreen area of San Jose. We are an
inclusive diverse community striving to serve as
Disciples of Jesus Christ in the footsteps of St.
Francis, offering prayerful and joyful liturgies;
evangelization, fellowship, and service opportuni-
ties to the community. We offer spiritual opportu-
nities for all ages, including children's liturgy,
dynamic E.C.H.O - Jr. High, IGNITE - High School
and North Star -Young Adult Ministries, along with
small faith communities and opportunities to help
the poor and marginalized of San Jose. Our
Preschool is the only Catholic Preschool offering
quality family oriented service in the Evergreen
and Silver Creek areas. Our Chapel, Gathering
Hall, Parish Office, Mission Center, Parish Gift
Shop, Memorial Garden and Preschool are all
located at 5111 San Felipe Rd. 
Please come join us to worship at one of the fol-
lowing times and locations: 
St. Francis of Assisi Chapel
Saturday 5:00PM, Sunday 8:30 AM, 10:30 AM,
12:30 PM, 4:00 PM (Mass in Vietnamese), 6:00
PM Youth Mass
St. Francis of Assisi Gathering Hall 
Sunday 9:00 AM, Sunday11:00AM, Igbo Mass -
Second Sunday of the month 12:30 PM
Mt. Hamilton Grange - 2840 Aborn Road
Sunday 9:30 AM 
The Villages Gated Community (Cribari
Auditorium)
Sunday 8:15 AM
For more information, please call or visit us at the
Parish Mission Center open M-F 9:00 AM -12:00
PM; 1:00 PM - 4:00 PM. Come join us and share
your presence with us so that together we may
grow and share our gifts to help build God's
Kingdom!

Worship listing 
advertisements are $495
annually. (408) 558-3623.
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Times Local News

Almaden Times

Evergreen Times

Willow Glen TimesBy Terry Denevan
Special to the Times
Teacher and administra-

tor, Norman Carter of
Saratoga, passed away
June 9th.

While teaching 5th
grade for the Santa Clara
Unified School District, he
earned his Masters degree
at San Jose State and an
Administrative Credential
from Stanford University.
Norman worked his way
from teacher to principal,
to Coordinator of Cur-
riculum and the Director
of Elementary Education.
He retired in 1992, com-
pleting 36 years in the
same school district.

In the spring of 1996, the Board
of Education appointed three
retired principals to bring order to a
school experiencing major admin-
istrative problems. Tranquility fol-
lowed.

I vividly remember Mr. Carter’s
first day as one of those short-term
school administrators.

That morning, he and I stood on
the sidewalk between the office and
the parking lot. In a quiet voice, Mr.
Carter said, “Houston, we have a
problem.”

Children arriving by car were let
off at the curb in front of the office.
Most drivers turned their engine
off, then got out, came around the
opposite side, and following a
quick hug and kiss, helped one or
more children exit. The time-con-
suming process was then reversed
and the parent drove away from the
morning’s lingering congestion.

As a result of this routine, cars
overflowed the parking lot and
driveway. Drivers were backed up
onto Scott Boulevard and into rush-
hour traffic.

Mr. Carter distained the roll of

paper-pusher. One of his better
qualities was that of problem-
solver.

“We need a Student Valet
Service. Find me two students.
With a big smile, student #1 opens
the car door and says, ‘Good morn-
ing.’ Student #2 helps children exit
while saying to the parent, ‘Have a
great day,’ then waves the car away.
Think of the added efficiency,” said
Mr. Carter, “not to mention the ter-
rific PR.”

With a grin and looking into my
eyes, he said, “Let’s practice. You
be Student Valet Service
Coordinator #1 and I’ll be Student
Valet Service Coordinator #2.
Titles are important,” he whis-
pered.

Within minutes the backup had
dissipated and there were a lot of
smiles, mostly from parents.

Once initiated, curbside valet
service continued until my retire-
ment. Mr. Carter knew how to fix
problems, even the seemingly small
ones.

A friend for 50 years, I miss
Norm Carter.

Terry Denevan is a retired teacher of
37 years and a local writer.

Memory of an educator

By Sean Eastwood
Times staff writer

San Jose Mayor Sam Liccardo
is proposing a plan to
increase the city's business

tax. While most businesses reject
the proposal, the tax would likely
be less costly than a proposed bal-
lot measure.

The business tax has not been
updated for the past 30 years, so
Professor Scot Meyers-Lipton filed
a ballot initiative earlier this year
that would remove a $25,000 a
year cap and tie business tax to

gross receipts.
Revenue, the initiative author

suggested, would pay for police,
fire and road repairs. But wait a
minute, didn't voters just pass
Measure B to take care of these
basics.

Business groups say the ballot
measure is a jobs killer, especially
after the recent stock market crash
and the slowing global economy.

The city plan would raise busi-
ness tax revenue from $12 million
to $25 million starting next year.

San Jose business tax
may be initiated to avoid
ballot measure

Once initiated,
Carter’s innovative
curbside valet service
continued until my
retirement. Mr.
Carter knew how to
fix problems, even the
seemingly small ones.
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SAME DAY CLEAN UP & GO TRASH HAULING
We Take Everything! 

We do all loading!  Residential/Commercial
Trash Removal, Hauling Front/Backyards, Garage,

Hoarder Cleanouts, Home/Rentals Clean-ups,
YARD SERVICE, Front/Backyard cleanups,

Tree/Shrub Removal, Shed/Deck Removal. Fire safety! 
MOVING ASSISTANCE IN/OUT
Senior/Military Discounts

7 DAYS, RAIN OR SHINE!

(408) 729-0630

MORENO HAULING

Hauling

Shoe Repair

TimesClassifieds
Call now to place your ad by phone: (408) 898-7534

“Times Classifieds
work!”

Yard Service

10%
DISCOUNT:

Mention this
ad!

Serving Almaden Valley since 1995

Painting

!!!FREE TEETH CLEANING!!!
I am a dental hygiene student and is in need

of a Board Exam patient for licensure.
Where: 5883 Rue Ferrari, Ste 125 San Jose,

CA 95138
What: A 30 minute screening exam will be

conducted to assess if you qualify to be a
patient for the Board Exam. If you qualify, you
will receive a FREE cleaning and dental X-rays
worth approximately $1,100 if done in a private
practice office.  Moreover, students will be
happy to offer an appreciation grant of $200 for
qualified patients at the end of the Board Exam.

Requirements:
Must be 18-40 years old
Must have at least 20 teeth, including back

molars
No major, uncontrolled medical condition
Have not had a teeth cleaning in 5 years
No crowns
Must be able to sit for a 4 hour period of time
Must be available on June 29 & 30th for the

Board Exam.
Patients who qualify are usually patients who

do not have the habit of brushing and flossing
daily, who suffer from unpleasant breath, gum
are swollen and bleed easily and tartar is visible
on the tooth.

If interested, please reach out to me via email
lesleynguyenvong@yahoo.com & leave your
name and phone number so we can contact
you.

Free Dental

GOTTA GET IT
FIXED NOW?

Find help in the 
Almaden Times Classifieds!

Electrical

LAMP REPAIRS
Electrically restored
Free pick-up and delivery

CALL 408-267-2764



SAN JOSE ALMADEN
1096 BLOSSOM HILL ROAD, SUITE 200   408.448.4488

LOS GATOS $1,588,000
3 BR 2 BA Fixer Upper Beauty! Fantastic opportuni-
ty to purchase a huge home in Los Gatos with Los
Gatos schools! Gorgeous views!
Jason Muth, 
CalBRE #01159966 
408-888-1660

ALMADEN VALLEY $1,349,000
3 BR 2 BA Completely remodeled & updated with
the finest materials! Top Rated Almaden schools &
convenient to shopping, trails, & more!
Steve Coan, 
CalBRE #01258637 
408-234-8700

ALMADEN VALLEY $1,200,000
4 BR 2.5 BA Wonderful Pierce Ranch home with
open floor plan, soaring ceilings,spacious interior,
new interior paint, carpeting & hardwood flooring
Margaret Yost & David Yost, 
CalBRE #00947936 & 01450671 
408-445-5133 & 408-757-9678

CAMBRIAN PARK $899,950
3 BR 2 BA Gorgeous open floorplan! Many updates
to this beautiful home. Quiet street & neighborhood.
More details visit www.RonMasonRealtor.com
Ron Mason, 
CalBRE #01145613 
408-896-6794

BLOSSOM VALLEY $699,000
3 BR 2 BA Beautifully Remodeled Blossom Valley
Home! Shows Pride of Ownership. Located on a
Huge Corner Lot. Close to Shopping and Restaurants!
Julie Tornincasa, 
CalBRE #01788808 
408-205-3152

CAMBRIAN $849,000
3 BR 3.5 BA Don’t miss this updated townhouse with
top schools. Large patio area with outdoor kitchen
and 2 car garage. 2235 sq ft of living space.
Kim Nicholson, 
CalBRE #01799950 
408-506-5447
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