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SEPT 20 – PAGE 4

SEE OUR LISTINGS OF LOCAL PLACES OF WORSHIP AND HOME IMPROVEMENT ADVERTISEMENTS INSIDE THE BACK COVER

July 4th Fun Festival at Almaden Lake Park turned out to be a beautiful day and a magical evening with thousands in atten-
dance inside and outside the park viewing the Festival's 30-minute professional fireworks show produced by Bob
Vonderwerth of Almaden Valley. For more photos, see page 15. Photos by Paul Adolph  

EVERY
HEART
BEATS
TRUE

Rachel Gibson, Local Government Liaison, Santa Clara Valley Water District
spoke on the seriousness of the drought. Photo by Lorraine Gabbert

The worth of water
By Lorraine Gabbert

Senior Staff Writer

“We never know the
worth of water till
the well is dry.” -

Thomas Fuller, Gnomologia, 1732
San Jose residents will soon

learn the worth of water through
San Jose Water Company’s
drought surcharges, as well as
mandatory restrictions on water
usage.

Representatives of Santa Clara
Valley Water District and San Jose
Water Company spoke about
water quotas, penalties
and conservation at a
recent Almaden
Valley Community
Association meet-
ing.

“California is in
the fourth year of a
historic drought,”
notes San Jose
Water Company in a
statement. “The Santa
Clara Valley Water
District, the State Water
Resources Control Board, and the
Governor are calling on all resi-
dents to conserve water to ensure
adequate supplies are available in
2016, and beyond should the
drought persist.”

According to San Jose Water
Company, residential homes
account for the largest water usage
in the Bay Area. Outside use

depends on the size of the proper-
ty and irrigation. Customers are
responsible for repairing leaks in
outdoor water systems. San Jose
Water Company Water
Conservation Supervisor Kurt
Elvert suggests checking the sys-
tem every two weeks. “An improp-
erly maintained water system will
waste more water than any
amount of showers,” he says.

Following San Jose Water
Company’s water use restrictions,
watering lawns, landscape or vege-

tated areas with potable water
is limited to 15 minutes

per day, two days per
week: Monday and

Thursday for odd-
numbered address-
es, and Tuesday
and Friday for
even numbered
addresses. No

watering is permit-
ted between 10 a.m.

and 8 p.m. and no irri-
gation can occur that

results in runoff.
Potable water may not be used

for washing structures, walkways,
driveways, or patios in a way that
results in run-off, or a waste of
water. Potable water is not permit-
ted for washing vehicles, except at
a commercial car wash, which uti-
lizes a re-circulated water system.
The use of potable water is also

See WATER, page 10

“An improperly 

maintained water 

system will waste 

more water than any 

amount of showers.”

– Kurt Elvert,
Conservation 

Supervisor 

www.almadentimes.com
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18600 Graystone Lane
Pending - represented buyer

6560 Idlebrook Ct 20675 View Oaks Way 6908 Bret Harte Dr 1304 Addiewell Pl

1161 Culligan Blvd 1010 Burlwood Dr 6908 Bret Harte Dr 1208 Copper Peak Ln 6385 El Paseo Dr

6645 Mount Hope Dr 7226 Gold Creek Way 6817 Elwood Rd 6653 Broadacres Dr 4596 Mossbrook Cir
represented buyer

7215 Gold Creek Ct
represented buyer & seller

6072 Cecala Dr
represented buyer

6604 Marymonte Ct 7014 Waldheim Ct 1357 Echo Valley Dr

87 S 17th St

18711 Graystone Ln

1094 Nunzio Ct
represented buyer

7195 Eagle Crest Ct

The effect MARGARET & DAVID have 
on homes can be described in one word:

What is your property really worth in today’s market & how can you get best price for your home?

Call MARGARET & DAVID YOST: 408-445-5133
Almaden’s trusted name since 1987

PendingPending

www.margaretyost.com
www.davidyost.com
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Specializing in Luxury Properties Since 1996
www.steveandchristineperry.com

Steve Perry

214 Los Gatos-Saratoga Rd
Los Gatos, CA 95030

(408) 335-1405
(408) 391-4465
steve@serenogroup.com
www.steveandchristineperry.com

Christine Perry

214 Los Gatos-Saratoga Rd
Los Gatos, CA 95030

(408) 335-1405
(408) 858-5587
christine@serenogroup.com
www.steveandchristineperry.com

CA BRE 01157473CA BRE 01125762

20689 VIEW OAKS WAY 
ALMADEN

Sales Price $2,765,000 
View Property

SO
LD

20425 HUNTERS HILL ROAD
ALMADEN

Sales Price $1,800,000
List Price $1,675,000

SO
LD

 IN

ONE DAY!

2065 ROSSWOOD DRIVE
CAMBRIAN

Sales Price $1,000,000 
List Price $899,000

SO
LD

 W
ITH

MULT
IPL

E OFF
ER

S!

1177 STARLING VIEW DRIVE
ALMADEN

Sales Price $2,300,000
List Price $1,998,000

SO
LD

 W
ITH

MULTIPLE
OFF

ER
S!

230 MONTEREY DUNES WAY
MOSS LANDING

Sales Price $999,000
Oceanfront Property

REP
RES

EN
TED

BUYER
 AND SE

LL
ER

28011 AUDREY SMITH LANE
SARATOGA

Sales Price $4,048,000
Platinum Triangle

SO
LD

WITH

MULT
IPL

E OFF
ER

S!

1169 STARLING RIDGE COURT
ALMADEN

Sales Price $2,109,000
List Price $1,800,000

SO
LD

 W
ITH

MULTIPLE
OFF

ER
S!

868 NEVADA AVENUE
WILLOW GLEN

Sales Price $1,225,000
List Price $1,048,000

SO
LD

 IN

TWO DAYS!

59 ELLENWOOD AVENUE
LOS GATOS

Sales Price $2,860,000
Glenridge Beauty

SO
LD

 W
ITH

MULT
IPL

E OFF
ER

S!

1565 CHERRY GLEN WAY 
WILLOW GLEN

Sales Price $2,075,000 
Represented Buyer

REP
RES

EN
TED

BUYER

1640 INGLIS LANE
CAMBRIAN

Sales Price $1,100,000 
List Price $1,000,000

SO
LD

 W
ITH

MULTIPLE
OFF

ER
S!

1510 HICKS AVENUE
WILLOW GLEN

Sales Price $2,187,500 
Represented Buyer

JU
ST

SO
LD

1785 SANTA BARBARA DRIVE
WILLOW GLEN

Sales Price $1,032,000
Represented Buyer

JU
ST

SO
LD

15565 CAMINO DEL CERRO
LOS GATOS

List Price $4,200,000 
1.22 Flat Acre

SA
LE

PE
NDIN

G

46 W JULIAN ST.
DOWNTOWN SAN JOSE

List Price $895,000
Live/Work Space

SA
LE

PE
NDIN

G

13506 DEER TRAIL COURT 
SARATOGA

List Price $3,500,000 
Stunning Estate

CA
LL

FO
R

SH
OWIN

GS

568 SINGLEY DR
MILPITAS

Sales Price $932,000
Sold with Multiple Offers

RE
PR

ES
EN

TE
D

BU
YE

R

17285 COPPER HILL DRIVE 
MORGAN HILL

List Price $1,199,000 
Lakeview Property

CA
LL

FO
R

SH
OWIN

GS

http://www.steveandchristineperry.com
mailto:steve@serenogroup.com
http://www.steveandchristineperry.com
mailto:christine@serenogroup.com
http://www.steveandchristineperry.com


SERVING ALMADEN VALLEY SINCE 1986 ONLINE: ALMADENTIMES.COMPAGE 4 ALMADEN TIMES JULY 17–JULY 30, 2015

This Week:
COMMUNITY
VTA bus driver honored
for heroic act: PAGE 8

Pavement maintenance
must become a 
priority: PAGE 8

ADVICE
To mediate or 
arbitrate – that is 
the question: PAGE 12

TECHNOLOGY
IBM develops 7
nm microchip : PAGE 13

ARTS
'Movie Nights' popular
at Almaden Lake 
Park: PAGE 6

ALSO

Realtor Guide: PAGE 18

Worship Guide: PAGE 19

ValleyCurrents
cur·rent (adj.) Present, topical, timely, newsworthy. (n.) Movement in a definite direction, a flow.
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It’s time to mark your calendar
for the 39th Annual Almaden
Valley Art & Wine Festival on

Sunday, September 20 at Almaden
Lake Park from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.

The annual Festival is presented
and produced by the Almaden
Valley Women’s Club (AVWC).

Free Admission includes great
entertainment and access to one of
the best and longest running festi-
vals in San Jose.

There will be something for all
ages and interests with works from
more than 90 artists and craft ven-
dors, selections from great local
wineries and breweries - served in
commemorative festival glasses -
and fantastic food with a variety of
international flavors from local
schools, restaurants and food
trucks.

Kid’s Fun Zone offers arts, crafts
and activities with special appeal
to our younger patrons and delec-
table food to keep energy levels up.

Throughout the day, the enter-
tainment lineup on two stages will
include performances from local
entertainers, cheerleading and
dance teams in addition to some of
our community’s favorite profes-
sional and non-professional enter-

tainers.
Refreshments
The premium wine tent this year

will have selected wines from
Rombauer Vineyards in Napa and
Leal Vineyards in Hollister.
Throughout the festival you’ll find
great wine selections from David
Bruce Winery, Testarossa Winery,
Guglielmo Winery, Fortino

Winery, J. Lohr Vineyards and
Wines and Martin Ranch Winery,
giving adults ample opportunity to
sample whatever strikes their fancy
with a tasting pour, or a full pour
to leisurely enjoy in a commemo-
rative Festival glass.

Britannia Arms will be hosting a
beer tent this year where we will be
pouring several varieties of beers

— in addition, Prospectors
Brewing Company’s handcrafted
brews are back this year.

Prepare to be entertained!
The Festival welcomes back

Leland High School Senior,
Maddie Rose, who will open the
festival by singing the National
Anthem. Throughout the day
we’ll be enjoying local band
favorites Rockin’ Blues Express,
New Castle Brothers, and Free
Fahlen; local singer Bri Miller;
original music by Jessica Leia;
local singer and guitarist Kat
Black; School of Rock; and per-
formances by Almaden Spirit
Athletics, Dance Attack, and
Shaolin Kungfu Zen Academy.

Fun Zone
Fun Zone is designed for kids of

all ages a place where everyone
will have hours of fun with the
ever popular Rock Wall, jump
houses, and other great activities.
There will be numerous arts,
crafts, and games to educate and
engage the younger set, as well as
performances by local school
bands, dance groups, cheerlead-
ing squads, and professional
entertainers on the Children’s

See FESTIVAL, next page

Get ready for the Almaden Valley Art & Wine Festival Sept 20 

2015 Festival Chairs: (Left to Right) Yvette Fodor-Walsh, Ellen Hudson-Snyder,
Brittney Weinerth, Carina Beal, Mythili Varadarajan, Carina Johnson -
Festival Chairperson, Rebecca Stene, Christina Bullard, Wendy Banas, Sue
Datta, Eileen Elam, Dawn Clarkson - President, Beth Swartz.

Almaden Valley Women’s Club
presents festival logo award and
scholarships to Almaden high
students

The 2015 Almaden Valley
Women’s Club Scholarship
recipients and the 2015

Almaden Valley Art & Wine Club
logo finalists and winner were
honored at a ceremony at the
Almaden Community Center.

Proud parents and family mem-
bers, honorees, AVWC members,
and community supporters gath-
ered to celebrate the achievements
and creativity of this group of
exceptional Almaden students.

Ten outstanding scholars from
an impressive pool of applicants
were awarded with scholarships.
This year’s honorees have collec-
tively participated in student gov-
ernment, school and community
sports, school clubs, community
volunteer work, tutoring and men-
toring, paid employment, various
community leadership positions,
and have received honors and
awards for leadership, public serv-
ice, academic achievement, entre-

preneurship and others too numer-
ous to mention.

The 2015 Scholarship Award
Winners are: Austin Goldman,
Archbishop Mitty High School;
Roy Blume, Pioneer High School;
Therese Abely, Presentation High
School; Christine Shen, Leland
High School; Virginia Cook, Valley
Christian High School; Michael
Kelker, Pioneer High School; Blake
Woodworth, Leland High School;
Kelsey Allman, Pioneer High
School; Kelsey McLaughlin,
Leland High School; Trinity Elise
Joroski, Pioneer High School.

The 2015 logo design competi-
tion winner is Gabriel Chen of
Lord of the Light Art Studio.
Gabriel’s drawing, selected from
more than 100 submissions, will
become part of this year’s festival
branding including appearing on
the wine and beer glasses.

Other finalists in the logo com-
petition were: Nanami Kato, Lord
of the Light Art Studio; Claire
McNab, Lord of the Light Art
Studio; Megan Cheung, Lord of
the Light Art Studio; Sreya Shah,
Lord of the Light Art Studio.

AVWC has been giving back to the community for 39 years

2015 Logo Contestants: (Left to Right) Megan Cheung, Nanami Kato, Winner
Gabriel Chen, Clair McNab, Sreya Shah. Below: 2015 Scholarship Winners:
(Left to Right) Virginia Cook, Kelsey McLaughlin, Christine Shen, Blake
Woodworth, Kelsey Allman, Roy Blume, Austin Goldman, Michael Kelker.
Not Pictured: Therese Abely, Trinity Elise Joroski

mailto:williamb@timesmediainc.com
mailto:brigitte@timesmediainc.com
mailto:steve@timesmediainc.com
mailto:graphics@timesmediainc.com
mailto:editorial@timesmediainc.com
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Times Community News

MARK, MADELINE

& JENNIFER CHIAVETTA

WE PUT THE “FULL” IN FULL SERVICE!
MMaarrkk’’ss  MMoobbiillee::  440088..442255..22884488            MMaaddeelliinnee’’ss  MMoobbiillee::  440088..550066..55339933
EEmmaaiill::  iinnffoo@@tthheecchhiiaavveettttaass..ccoomm    WWeebbppaaggee::  wwwwww..tthheecchhiiaavveettttaass..ccoomm

410  N.  Santa  Cruz  Avenue  -  Los  Gatos,  CA  95030

Coldwell Banker 
International Presidents

Premier, Top 1%

1129 Valley Quail Circle
This 4 bedroom 3 bath home is perfect for 

entertaining or a growing family. Spacious, open
and bright with designer touches throughout.
This home offers 3,026 square feet of living

space on a 8,052 square foot lot.
Offered at $1,750,000

Open Sat. & Sun. 1:30-4:30

Festival
Continued from previous page
Entertainment Stage. San Jose
Giants Mascot Gigante is expected
to make an appearance as well!

Food
A variety of foods reflecting the

international nature of our com-
munity will be presented. Festival
attendees will enjoy bagels from
Posh Bagel, fish and chips from
Britannia Arms, a Mexican treat
from Tacos al Pastor, pizza from
Oak & Rye, a sweet or savory crepe
from Crepe ‘Em Coming Food
Truck, then finish off with a con-
fection from Sweet Delights or
Dippin’ Dots and drink coffee from
Bay Bridge Coffee, just to name a
few.

Getting there
The Almaden Valley Art &

Wine Festival is held at Almaden
Lake Park between Almaden
Expressway, Coleman Avenue and
Winfield Avenue. Parking is avail-
able at the Santa Clara Water
District parking lot on Almaden
Expressway and at the Almaden
VTA Light Rail lot off Coleman
Avenue. Del Grande Dealership
Group will be providing Shuttle
Service and offering rides through-
out the day between the Water
District, the VTA lots and the park.
Please remember, pets are not
allowed in the Festival area.

AVWC is partners with the
Santa Clara Valley Transportation
Agency again this year. VTA is an
independent special district that
provides sustainable, accessible,
community-focused transportation
options that are innovative, envi-
ronmentally responsible and pro-
motes the vitality of our region.
VTA provides bus, light rail and
paratransit services, and partici-
pates as a funding partner in
regional rail service including
Caltrain, Capital Corridor and the
Altamont Corridor Express.

The Almaden Valley Women’s
Club Celebrates 50 Years

Since 1965, The Almaden Valley
Women’s Club has been commit-
ted to serving the needs of the
Almaden Valley Community and
those of the greater San Jose Area
through funds raised at the annual
Festival. All proceeds from the
Festival go directly back to the
community through scholarships,
grants and donations to non-profit
groups. All of the members of the
AVWC volunteer 100 percent of
their time to help make the
Almaden Art & Wine Festival pos-
sible and an enjoyable experience
for our guests. Sponsors make the
Festival possible through their gen-
erous support, loyalty and contri-
butions. The Almaden Valley Art
& Wine Festival is supported, in
part, by a Cultural Affairs grant
from the City of San Jose.

Poachers threaten
redwoods
Dear Editor,

Thanks to early conservation
efforts, vast areas of prehistoric
redwoods have been protected
from logging where they survive
in our State despite generations
of an industrial economy. These
redwood forests are now under
threat and help is needed if we
want these ancient trees to con-
tinue into the future.

Poachers are encroaching into
protected government and pri-
vate land to steal the burls from
these trees. By removing their
protective layers of bark, these
ancient redwoods lay exposed to
disease and pests killing them
quickly over time. The burls are
sold to lumber mills or craftsmen
and this beautiful decorative
wood is ultimately used to create
high end consumer goods. With
the small number of rangers
available to patrol the vast
acreage of the forest, the risk of
getting caught is limited. If con-

victed, current penalties can be
easily incorporated into the cost
of doing business with minimal
impact on the profitability of this
enterprise.

The California Federation of
Women’s Clubs is asking for sup-
port of California Senate Bill 288
which increases penalties of burl

poaching to include up to one
year of imprisonment and
imposes stiff fines on poachers in
the hopes of making those who
would kill our redwoods think
twice before seeking this avenue
for enrichment. While this does
not resolve the problem of catch-
ing poachers, it will reduce the
spin of the courtroom doors for
those convicted of this offense.

We ask that Californians con-
tact their State Assembly repre-
sentative to stand with the
California Federation of
Women’s Clubs to protect our
redwoods by passing Senate Bill
288.

Jennifer Nickel
Legislation & Public Policy State

Chairman, California Federation of
Women’s Clubs

LET US HEAR FROM YOU! 
Send your letters via email to  times@ timesmediainc.com

or via postal mail to:  The Almaden Times, Silicon Valley

Business Center, 1900 Camden Ave., San Jose, CA 95124

Mailbox

mailto:info@thechiavettas.com
http://www.thechiavettas.com
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Times Community News

By Gina Tsouris
Special to theTimes

Almaden’s Troop 294 honored two of
it scouts, Lincoln Vierhus and Jesse
Dueck, last month with the highest

rank a Boy Scout can earn, the rank of
Eagle Scout.

Lincoln and Jesse cele-
brated among family,
friends, and fellow scouts
during their Court of Honor
Ceremony.

Along with completing at
least 21 merit badges and
holding positions of leader-
ship within the troop, scouts
who achieve the rank of
Eagle have also completed a
project benefiting the com-
munity.

Lincoln worked with the
Humane Society for his
Eagle project to provide sev-
eral outdoor protective shel-
ters for abandoned cats. He
oversaw the transformation
of 24 steel crates into livable
and enjoyable cat kennels.
The crates can be connected
with portals to allow the cats
to travel through them.
Interior shelves were also
added to act as perches or
beds. The Humane Society was very
happy to receive this generous donation just
prior to kitten season.

Lincoln began his scouting career in 2008
at age 12. Homeschooled, he transitioned
to West Valley College at sixteen. He com-
pleted his general education requirements
while concurrently finishing high school

and is currently mastering the prerequisites
for a physics degree with his eyes on trans-
ferring to a four year university. Scouting
has enhanced Lincoln’s natural love of the
outdoors, and he looks forward to visiting
his uncle this summer, where he manages

the Lee Metcalf National
Wildlife Refuge in
Stevensvillle, Montana.

For his Eagle project,
Jesse researched school
emergency lock down proce-
dures at his former middle
school. After meeting with
school administrators, Jesse
learned that the school was
ill equipped to handle out-
side threats. To better
defend and protect the stu-
dents, Jesse collaborated
with school staffers and
designed movable wooden
door barricades. He then
raised $2500 dollars to pur-
chase the necessary materi-
als to build and install 54
classroom barricades for
Castillero Middle School.

Upon completion, Jesse
was presented a commenda-
tion from the City of San
Jose for his efforts.

Jesse is attending
University of Arizona in the fall, studying
Entrepreneurship and MIS (Management
Information Systems) in the Eller College of
Management. His 9 years in scouting gave
Jesse a deep appreciation for giving back to
his community, and has led him to pursue
business entrepreneurship, with special
interest in the nonprofit field.

PURRR-FECT!

Eagle projects help keep students
and kittens safe and sound

Lincoln Vierhus (above) and
Jesse Dueck (below)

Almaden Lake Regional Park is host-
ing its popular free "Movie Nights"
once a month through the summer.

The July movie is Big Hero 6.
Big Hero 6 will be shown on July 25th -

just after sunset. A third movie is scheduled
for late August. The movie is free, but be
sure to bring some change for parking.

Food will be available for sale.
This is a great event to bring our commu-

nity together," said Trent Capurso,
Recreation Leader, Almaden Lake Park.

Almaden Lake Park is located at 15652
Almaden Expressway. For more informa-
tion, call 408.927.0868.

'Movie Nights' popular at Almaden Lake Park

www.umunhum.net/times
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Open House Saturday & Sunday 1:00 - 4:30

Open House Saturday & Sunday 1:00 - 4:30

Open House Saturday & Sunday 1:00 - 4:30

435 Snyder Avenue,
Willow Glen
Just a Stones Throw
From the Avenue

Charming bungalow on a tree-
lined street in Willow Glen. Pride
of ownership is apparent
throughout this meticulously
updated 2 bedroom 1 bath
home, offering 1,006 square feet
of single level living space situat-
ed on 5,045 square feet of
immaculate grounds
Offered at: $848,000

1277 Oak Knoll
Drive, Cupertino
Walk through the open air
enclosed entrance to find a
wonderful Mid Century,
modern style Eichler home. 

This updated home has success-
fully  integrated outdoor and
indoor spaces offering,  1,736
square feet of open bright living
space, 4 bedrooms and 2 full
baths situated on a 6,592 
square foot lot.
Offered at: $1,675,000

6142 Royal Acorn
Place, Almaden 
Sought after Almaden Valley

Don't miss this beautifully updat-
ed tri-level home built for enter-
taining and casual Western living
with park-like grounds and gor-
geous views of the foothills.
2,136 square feet of living space,
offers 4 bedrooms and 2 full
baths situated on a large 8,943
square foot lot
Offered at: $1,188,000

www.jackiejonesells.com
www.northerncaliforniaconnection.com


Recognizing the significance of flying
the POW/MIA flag and in response to
requests from San Jose Veteran’s

Groups, the POW/MIA flag was flown on
Independence Week starting at San Jose City
Hall.

Vice Mayor Rose Herrera was recently
appointed the San Jose City Council Veteran’s
Liaison by Mayor Sam Liccardo. As an Air
Force Veteran, and the only veteran serving on
City Council, Vice Mayor Herrera won sup-
port from her council colleagues to fly the
POW/MIA flag on the following dates:

March 30th - Welcome Home Vietnam
Veterans Day 

September 18, 2015 - POW/MIA Day
(occurs on the 3rd Friday of September each
year)

Armed Forces Day (3rd Saturday in May)

Memorial Day (Last Monday in May)
Flag Day (June 14th)
The week of Independence Day (July 2 –

July 9)
Veterans Day (November 11th)
“As a Veteran, I understand the importance

of remembering and honoring those soldiers
who never came home from war or conflict,”
said Vice Mayor Herrera, “The principle of
leaving no one behind — no matter the cost —
is deeply embedded in the U.S. military and for
our Veterans who did come home and the fam-
ilies who still grieve over POW/MIA victims,
flying this flag provides some amount of con-
solation.”

The POW/MIA flag is flown directly beneath the
American flag in accordance with the U.S. Flag
code 189. Recognition of National League of
Families POW/MIA flag.
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Times Features

By Supervisor Mike Wasserman
Special to the Times

What would you do if you spotted
an abducted child? VTA bus
driver Tim Watson knew exactly

what to do when a 3 year old boy boarded
his bus with the man who had snatched the
child from the library just moments earlier.

The Board of Supervisors
were happy to honor hum-
ble hero Tim Watson who
credits his fatherly instinct
and a recent human traffick-
ing training from the
County for his quick actions
that thwarted the child
abduction on June 5th. The
3 year old boy was quickly
and safely reunited with his
mother after Tim spotted
him on his bus, devised a
ruse to verify the boy’s iden-
tity, then alerted the police
who rescued the child.
Thank you Tim, and kudos
to all involved with this
happy outcome.

My colleagues and I on the Board of
Supervisors passed a balanced budget last
month. An improved economy enabled us
to restore some of the services that had
been cut in previous years. This allows us
to continue to provide health care, parks,
law enforcement, and emergency services
for our nearly 2 million residents. The budg-
et focuses on addressing chronic homeless-
ness, rebuilding service delivery networks,
and investing in the correctional system to
meet the changing nature of County Jail
due to the implementation of Public Safety
Realignment (AB 109). Also funded were a
number of new and critical services aimed
at the health and safety of the community
including additional funding for our animal
control services which is something I put
forward, based on input received from resi-
dents.

The Santa Clara County 2015 Homeless
Census and Survey results revealed a 14%
decrease in homelessness since 2013 to a
new low of 6,556. This was the lowest
homeless count over the past 10 years. The
overall decrease of 1,075 homeless is

encouraging, but the data underscores the
need for a regional approach to solving
homelessness. Permanent housing is so
important: it breaks the cycle of homeless
moving from one encampment or city to
another. This is why the County is investing
so heavily in housing for the homeless.
Persistently homeless residents use an aver-

age of $62,000 of services when
living outdoors and just $19,500
after being housed. Those who
remain housed use $42,500
LESS in public services each
year.

Most people know the Bryan
Stow story, but few know that
Bryan’s first crucial stage of
rehabilitation took place at the
County-run Valley Medical
Center (VMC) here in San Jose.
After suffering a life-threatening
attack at Dodger Stadium in
2011, his recovery is being tout-
ed as nothing short of “miracu-
lous.” Bryan is walking, telling
stories and joking with people

again. The personality that he had before
his traumatic brain injury is coming back.
Last month, our staff at VMC were thrilled
to see Bryan walk through the hospital’s
front doors to thank the caregivers who
helped save his life. Kudos to the
Rehabilitation Trauma Center team who
made Bryan’s recovery possible! 

Summer is in full swing now, which
means it is Photo Contest time! I want to
see your favorite photos that show why
Santa Clara County is the #1 place to be in
the summer. I will frame and proudly dis-
play the winning photos in my office. Grab
your camera (or phone) and show us your
favorite images of landscape, parks, farmers
markets, BBQs, pets, families, etc., and send
it in before July 24, 2015. Simply email your
photo to photocontest@bos.sccgov.org
along with your name, address, and where
you took the photo. Complete contest rules
are on my website.

As always, you can reach my office at (408)
299-5010 with your questions, comments and
concerns, or visit www.supervisorwasserman.
com.

By Councilmember Johnny Khamis
Special to the Times

Are you tired of seeing the poor
pavement conditions on our major
City streets? I certainly am; which

is why I have been, and continue to be, a
vocal advocate for the City to commit fund-
ing to fix our deteriorating streets. It is one
of the most basic responsibilities of our
City government but pavement mainte-
nance has too often been sacrificed in favor
of other spending priori-
ties. Between my persist-
ence and your support, we
are making important
strides in getting more
funding committed to
street maintenance.

As I've noted in my
newsletters, the original,
proposed City budget for
the upcoming 2015-2016
Fiscal Year contained only
$16 million for pavement
maintenance. Through my
work with Mayor Liccardo
and with your support, the
Mayor revised the budget
to include an additional $8
million to maintain our
streets - something that will benefit our
entire City. We will soon see some concrete
examples of our efforts when resurfacing
or sealing begins on major streets within
District 10.

I recently met with the Directors of
Public Works and the Department of
Transportation to discuss the major proj-
ects scheduled for District 10. Below this
article is an overview of the upcoming proj-
ects and their projected completion times.

In addition to the pavement maintenance
projects above, my office has received sev-
eral calls and emails regarding the condi-

tion of Coleman Road. Coleman is also
slated for repaving as a part of a larger,
two-part sewer improvement project. The
first phase of the project will be to repave
Coleman from Almaden Expressway to
Redmond. This project was placed on hold
during the last two months in order to
allow the San Jose Water Company to relo-
cate a water line that was in conflict with
the sewer mains on Almaden Expressway.
San Jose Water has recently completed

their work, and crews can now
continue with the sewer work at
Coleman and Almaden
Expressway and, subsequently,
with the paving job on Coleman
Road. The repaving was origi-
nally scheduled for completion
by the end of August, but given
the delay, the completion data
will need to be re-estimated. We
will certainly keep you posted
on any further updates.

The second phase of the
Coleman Road Project is simi-
lar to the first in that it involves
a sanitary sewer improvement
to be followed by a paving proj-
ect. The sanitary improvements
will go along Coleman from

Camden to Alvarado Court, but the pave-
ment will be the entire remaining length of
Coleman, stretching from Camden to
Redmond. The project contract is sched-
uled to be awarded in October of this year,
and if the bids are acceptable, the full sani-
tary and pavement project should be com-
pleted in early 2016.

We and our car's suspensions will have
much to look forward to when these proj-
ects are completed!

If you have any questions regarding these
projects, please feel free to contact my office at
district10@sanjoseca.gov or call 408-535-4910.

District 10
Report

Johnny Khamis,
City Councilmember

Pavement maintenance must be a priority

County
Report
Mike Wasserman,

County Supervisor

VTA bus driver honored for heroic act

POW/MIA flag flown at City Hall 
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SAN JOSE ALMADEN
1096 BLOSSOM HILL ROAD, SUITE 200   408.448.4488

ALMADEN VALLEY $4,200,000
6 BR 7.5 BA Spectacular Newer Construction! Exquisitely Finished.
Nothing compares to the commanding presence of this luxury home.
Beautiful Views!
Margaret Yost & David Yost, CalBRE #00947936 & 01450671 
408-445-5133 & 408-757-9678

EVERGREEN $989,000
4 BR 3 BA Beautiful updated Evergreen home with an amazing back-
yard perfect for entertaining all year round.
Kerry McCarty, 
CalBRE #01354552 
408.838.5993

ALMADEN VALLEY $899,000
3 BR 2.5 BA Outstanding Home with lots of light! Updated eat in
kitchen, hardwood floors, remodeled master suite & spacious living
room!
Margaret Guerrettaz, CalBRE #01380497 
408.621.1790

SANTA TERESA $838,000
4 BR 2.5 BA Attractive Basking Ridge home with ideal floorplan! Open
family and dining room with high ceilings. Professionally landscaped
backyard
Margaret Yost & David Yost, CalBRE #00947936 & 01450671 
408-445-5133 & 408-757-9678

BLOSSOM VALLEY $789,000
4 BR 2 BA Stunning Updated Blossom Valley Home. Don’t miss this
home close to everything. Perfect home for entertaining.
Kim Nicholson, 
CalBRE #01799950 
408-506-5447

BLOSSOM VALLEY $648,000
4 BR 3 BA Gorgeous Shows like a Model. Lots of light! Rear yard is per-
fect for entertaining. Great location, close to freeways & shopping.
Margaret Guerrettaz, 
CalBRE #01380497 
408.621.1790

www.californiamoves.com


Water
Continued from page 1
not allowed during, and up to 48 hours after,
measurable rainfall.

Santa Clara Valley Water District is offer-
ing rebates of up to $1,000 to add flow sen-
sors to residential and commercial irrigation
systems. Residents who replace turf grass can
receive $2 per square foot and $20 per sprin-
kler body with pressure regulators. New,
weather-based irrigation controllers adjust
the amount of water used by the previous
day’s temperature and their pressure reducer
nozzles release drops of water that drip into
the soil rather than mist away. To purchase
irrigation equipment, Elvert recommends
professional irrigation distributors Lane
Irrigation Equipment and Ewing Irrigation,
which are both located in Campbell.
Residents have to be pre-qualified before
replacing items or turf to receive rebates.

Indoor use varies, but toilets and washing
machines use the most water, says Elvert. He
encourages people to take advantage of water
district rebates programs to replace toilets,
washing machines and shower heads with
high efficiency, water-saving models. Santa
Clara Valley Water District is offering rebates
of up to $800 on approved purchased high-
efficiency washing machines. Front- loading
washing machines use less energy as well as
water, says Elvert, and customers will see that
reflected in their bills.

“On average, 14 percent of water usage is
from leaks,” says Elvert. “Check your toilets,
as they’re the number one cause of leaks in
households.” He also recommends people
check their water meter monthly to see if
there’s any flow of water (look for the blue
triangle moving) through the meter when
there shouldn’t be. San Jose Water Company
and Santa Clara Valley Water District offer
free leak detection tablets for toilets.

Elvert suggests showering for no more than
five minutes, and replacing shower heads that
use 2 rather than the usual 2.5 gallons of
water per minute; five-minute timers and
shower heads are provided free of charge by
the water district. He also recommends pur-
chasing a shower head that has a button that
minimizes water flow to a trickle while main-
taining water temperature, which is useful
while a person’s soaping up or shaving.

San Jose Water Company offers an audit
program to check  homes for leaks and
replace shower heads free of charge (as long
as a wrench isn’t needed) and qualify resi-
dents for upgrade programs.

Most reservoirs, streams and rivers are
owned and controlled in California, with the
water being directed where it’s needed most.
On July 7th, the water levels at Lake Shasta
were 60 percent of average, and 47 percent of
total capacity. Lake Oroville’s water levels
were 48 percent of average and 36 percent of
total capacity. “These are two of the largest 

See WATER, next page
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This graph shows the critical reservoir conditions throughout California.
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Water
Continued from previous page
reservoirs in the state of California
and critical to our water structure
and the entire state’s needs,” says
Elvert. “That’s why the governor,
state, district, city, and we all called
for a reduction of water use.”

According to Rachel Gibson,
Santa Clara Valley Water District
Local Government Liaison,
although the Water District usually
receives 40 percent of their water
from Lake Shasta and Lake Oroville,
currently they’re only getting 20 to
25 percent from each of those lakes.
“Water is scarce everywhere,” says
Gibson. “Our ground levels are at a
quarter. That’s alarming because the
ground surface can become shaky
and collapse, affecting pipe lines,
bridges and roads.”

As 2013 was the driest year on
record, Governor Jerry Brown called
for a 20 percent reduction in water
usage. This year, he called for a 25
percent reduction. Following state
water board warnings and ground
water levels, Santa Clara Valley
Water District, as well as the City of
San Jose, called for a 30 percent
reduction in water usage.

According to Elvert, San Jose
Water Company had to meet that
call and institute allocation-based
rates with drought surcharges. “The
state of California, and California
Public Utilities Commission,
through direction from the governor,
made it mandatory for all investor
owned public utilities to implement
their schedule 14.1 rates,” he says.
“We had that in place by the end of June.”

San Jose Water Company will be
charging customers who exceed
their allocation two drought sur-
charges. The allocations are based
on a 30 percent reduction on the
average of all residential usage in
2013, rather than a household’s indi-
vidual water use. The allocations
only apply to single-family resi-
dences and commercial properties
with dedicated irrigation accounts.
Other customers are also required to
reduce their usage by 30 percent, but
are not subject to allocations.

The base monthly allocation is 9
units (1 unit = 748 gallons), but
increases to 13 units from July
through September. Under Drought
Surcharge 1, excess consumption
above the allocation but up to the
2013 monthly average will be charged
at $3.56 per unit. Consumption
exceeding the 2013 monthly average
will be charged at $7.13 per unit
under Drought Surcharge 2. For
example, if a customer consumed 44
units during a two-month billing
period, and was 18 units above the
allocation total, the charges would
be as follows:

Some people question the fair-
ness of the new policy. “You’re
going to have a lot of angry cus-
tomers,” says a resident, “it’s an
equity issue.”

“It doesn’t make sense to me that
someone who has a one-acre lot
has the same allocation as someone
with a 1/8 acre lot,” says another
resident, “and someone with a fam-
ily of 8 has the same allocation as a
couple. It seems you should consid-
er not just prior use but the size of
the lot and the size of the family.”

“We simply don’t have the
staffing to reliably measure lots and
landscaping,” says Elvert, “and the
last time we did this we found it
heavily penalized those already
conserving and rewarded those
using more water.” For example, he
says that large companies which
had daily run-off simply could
decrease watering their landscape
to three days a week, while cus-
tomers who had previously
decreased their water consumption
found it extremely difficult to again
decrease 30 percent.

“We took the 2013 system-wide
average and divided water use, and
came up with an average consump-
tion for all single family homes,”
says Elvert. “It puts a larger burden
on customers with larger estates.
However, properties with a rental
unit, or customers with more than
four people residing in the home, or
medical needs can appeal their
allocation.” Allocation appeal
forms are available at: www.sjwa-
ter.com.

The drought surcharges, which
started June 15, will be in effect
until San Jose Water Company is
notified by the California Public
Utilities Commission to remove
them, says Elvert, and any money
remaining in the drought funds will
be returned to their customer base.

“We understand where the water
reservoir levels are,” says Elvert.
“That’s why we’re asking for the
conservation levels we are. We’re

doing what we can, and have pro-
grams to help. I encourage you to
sign up for a water audit and I’ll
send someone out to look at your
irrigation system and make you as
efficient as possible.”

Boy Scout Troop 290, who
attended the presentation, appreci-
ated learning about water conser-
vation. “I feel well-informed,” says
Boy Scout Daniel Balboni, “on so
many ways you can save water.”

“It opened up a system of aware-
ness,” says Boy Scout Travis
Friedrich, “of ways to conserve
water and what I can do.”

“I learned that we’re in our
fourth year of drought,” says Boy
Scout Anthony Smith, “and that

they increased the percentage of
water we have to save.”

Update by Councilmember
Johnny Khamis 

Councilmember Johnny Khamis
updated residents at the communi-
ty meeting.

Highway 85: Khamis is an advo-
cate for adding a lane to Highway
85. He plans to address this at the
August 6 meeting with VTA.
Khamis says he wants to reduce
congestion, especially with the
Apple Campus coming, the new
development on Cottle Road, the
tripling of Netflix, and urban vil-
lage development plans at Snell &
Blossom Hill Road and Cambrian
Shopping Center.

City budget: Khamis is happy to
report that the City set aside an
additional $8.5 million for pave-
ment maintenance, bringing the
total to $24 million. Plans are in
place to pave major roads like
Trinidad Drive and Camden
Avenue (all the way from Harry
Road to Blossom Hill Road).

Crime fighting: Khamis says
he’s been working for years to
decrease crime in the Hoffman/Via
Monte area. “Lower income peo-
ple have to live in safe places,” he
says. “Having criminals near hous-
ing is not a good solution, so I’ve
been working on ways to make it
easier for property owners to evict
people convicted of felons like drug
dealing or assault. However, The

Housing Department sides with
criminals on this issue.” Khamis
says he is against the City’s rent
control ordinance because it would
weaken the ability of rental proper-
ty owners to evict criminals. “I
want to make sure it doesn’t pass,”
he says.

Camden bicycle path: Khamis
has designed and requested an
extension to the paved bike path on
Camden Avenue all the way to
downtown and beyond.

Radar Tower at Mt. Umunhum:
$1.2 million dollars is needed to
keep the radar tower atop Mount
Umunhum from being demolished.
“It’s a marker telling me I’m
home,” says Khamis. “I personally
feel attached to it and I hope people
will get take that on.”

City negotiations with Police
Officers Association: Salary, ben-
efits and retirement for the police
officer position are being dis-
cussed in ongoing contract negoti-
ations between the City of San
Jose and the Police Officers
Association. There are five meet-
ings scheduled in July. “We’re
working hard to bridge the far
gap,” says Khamis. He said to con-
tact his office if police officers are
not responding to theft when
there’s evidence from surveillance
cameras. “I’ve worked closely with
Captain Schroder, and we’ve been
able to catch many criminals using
footage,” he says.
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Kurt Elvert, Water Conservation Supervisor shared conservation ideas and rate
information from San Jose Water Company. Photo by Lorraine Gabbert
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www.wealthcu.org


This week’s question:
I have a small business here in the

Almaden Valley. Often I am asked to sign
contracts with various vendors. Sometimes
the contracts have a mediation provision and
sometimes they have an arbi-
tration provision. What kind of
contract is best for me?

Kenny K.
Almaden Valley

Dear Kenny,
You emailed in a very good

question, Kenny, one that
many of our Almaden Times
readers may have from time to
time.

Mediation and arbitration
are the two types of ways to
possibly settle disputes before
they end up in court. They are
often referred to as “Alternate
Dispute Resolution” proce-
dures.

Of course, if a dispute ends
up in court, both sides are usu-
ally looking at considerable
expense, delay, and lack of privacy in work-
ing out their differences, often with long-term
negative effects.

It should be pointed out that both media-
tion and arbitration have their advantages
and disadvantages, and neither is an absolute
cure-all for every given situation. You will
want to think it over before you sign that con-
tract and very possibly see your own attorney
for legal advice.

Mediation generally consists of one or
more meetings whereby both sides (and all
sides) attend one or more sessions with a
trained mediator to work out a settlement of
the dispute.

Obviously, having a successful mediation
often depends on the skill of the mediator,
but if the chemistry of the parties is terrible,
the best mediator in the world cannot help
settle the dispute.

Mediation is usually optional in terms of
trying to work out a settlement. In other
words, if it works, fine, and a settlement
agreement is prepared and signed. If it does-
n’t work, it’s off to court you go.

One of the advantages of mediation is that
a dispute might be settled early and less
expensively when settlement is explored
early. A contract might require mediation
before a lawsuit is filed.

Another advantage of mediation is that it
might provide an opportunity for informal
discovery to clarify the issues involved in the
dispute.

Binding arbitration, on the other hand, is
often “final” in a sense, in that it often takes
the place of court proceedings. A contract
might provide that an arbitrator will decide
the dispute and the court process is waived or
cancelled.

If the arbitration is “binding”, it eliminates
the right to appeal, which is a valuable right.
You need to think about that.

Also, if the arbitration agreement is very
broad, the arbitrator could even be a lay per-
son without legal training. You also need to
think about that. Qualifications of the arbi-
trator are very important.

Another disadvantage of arbitration is that
a motion in court that disposes of the case is
generally not possible since court proceed-
ings are not available. The same is true of

discovery where each side can learn more
about the case from the other side.

Another negative of arbitration is that
some rules of evidence are basically ignored,
so that hearsay and other information is con-

sidered. Expert testimony also
may not be allowed in the arbi-
tration proceeding.

On the other hand, large jury
verdicts might be avoided with
arbitration and it is often less
expensive than costly litigation.
However, since a very small per-
centage of cases actually go to a
jury trial, this may be less of a
factor.

Another advantage of arbitra-
tion is that it is usually quicker
than litigation, but this may be
less of a factor now that “fast
track” has been adopted by our
courts.

So, you can see, Kenny, that
there are no magic answers to
your question. Sometimes you
or your attorney might be able
to negotiate a suitable provision

that meets your needs. And, as a practical
matter, the other side in your business deal
might just say it’s a “take it leave it” issue
because of their superior bargaining position.
In other words, you might be asked to sign
their contract as is or there will be no con-
tract.

Best wishes in working this out.
Donald J. DeVries
Almaden Valley
You can reach Mr. DeVries with your questions

by email at don@almadenvalleylawyers.com,
with “Almaden Times” in the subject line, fax at
(408)268-6502, telephone at (408)268-9500, or
mail at DeVries Law Office at 6475 Camden
Avenue, Suite 200, San Jose, CA 95120. Your
name will not be used. No attorney-client relation-
ship is created by these articles.
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Ask The
Lawyer
Donald J. DeVries,
Attorney at Law

For past articles, 
visit our web site at

www.almadenvalleylawyers.com

To mediate or arbitrate – that is the question

Technology class for

seniors starts July 18
Seniors can receive free instruction

in a variety of computer, internet, and
mobile device applications at this
weekly class presented by Teach
Seniors Technology at the Almaden
Branch Library starting Saturday, July
18.

This class includes one-on-one help
with technology and is for senior citi-
zens. Additional dates are available
through December 2015. Pre-registra-
tion is required; call 408-808-3040.

The Almaden Branch Library is located
at 6445 Camden Ave.

http://www.almadenvalleylawyers.com
mailto:don@almadenvalleylawyers.com
www.almadenvalleylawyers.com


IBM develops 7
nm microchip 

IBM is winning the microchip
race by developing the world’s
smallest chip (7 nanometer)

thanks to the work of the Almaden
Research Center.

IBM says it bypassed regular
manufacturing techniques to pro-
duce the new chip utilizing a tech-
nique called extreme ultraviolet
lithography to create the patterns
for the chip with   IBM chemicals.

The Almaden Research Center,
often referred to as the Almaden
Lab, has worked on ultraviolet
lithography for decades,” accord-
ing to Almaden Vice President and
lab Director Jeff Welser.

Using technology developed at
Almaden Research Center and at
New York laboratories in collabo-
ration with GlobalFoundries and
Samsung, the company’s scientists
have created a “test” chip with
transistors 7 nanometers thick. For
comparison sake, a human hair is
80,000 nanometers wide.

Industry sources believe it will
be a while before the chips are
manufactured in quantities to
power phones, computers and
other products.

IBM recently sold its chip manu-
facturing operations to
GlobalFoundries.

About Almaden Research
Center

The Almaden lab boasts a rich
history of breakthroughs that
include the distributed relational
database; the ability to position
individual atoms; the first data
mining algorithms; the IBM
Microdrive – the world’s smallest
disk drive; racetrack memory; and
innovations in data storage technol-
ogy. Today, Almaden’s research
community focuses on solving
problems across areas as diverse as
nanomedicine, services science,
atomic scale storage, food safety
and medical image analytics.
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Almaden ‘lab’ plays active roll

An alliance led by IBM Research has produced the semiconductor industry’s first
7nm (nanometer) node test chips with functional transistors. The breakthrough,
could result in the ability to place more than 20 billion tiny switches on the fin-
gernail-sized chips. (DARRYL BAUTISTA - Feature Photo Service for IBM)

www.southcountycdjr.com
www.mywatershedwatch.org
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Several invividuals in Almaden asked for advice on the best way to photograph large fireworks displays.
Paul Adolph shot the fireworks photos at Almaden Lake Park for the Almaden Times using a Canon 7D
+ with a EF-S 10-22mm lens, on a tripod with a remote shutter release. Camera settings: portrait ori-

entation, ISO 100, F/8, bulb shutter mode, manual focus, with a RAW capture. Minimal post and ren-
dering to jpg utilizing Adobe Lightroom 4 software.

Fireworks sparkle over Almaden Lake Park for the Fourth of July —PAUL ADOLPH, PHOTOGRAPHER
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By Jaunell Waldo
Special to the Times

Burt Corsen, was born July 1, 1925 late
that afternoon in Oakland and has
remained a lifelong resident of the

Bay Area. He and his brother Lee once wan-
dered as far out as Treasure Island to check
out the 1939 World’s Fair.

When the US got involved in WWII, a for-
mer ROTC participant, opted to join the
Army Air Corps, hoping to learn to fly.

Burt missed out on his early dream of fly-
ing, due to a bout with Rheumatic Fever that
he contracted at his training station in
Oregon. After months of recuperating, Burt
was discharged as a disabled vet and wisely
took advantage of the associated benefits to
return home to CA and complete his inter-
rupted degree in Engineering.

Burt brought home a little something extra
to CA, a blue-eyed red head named Glenna
McAllister. They married in June 1947 and
just celebrated their 68th anniversary.

They settled in San Jose in 1957, to raise
their two adopted kids, when Burt accepted
an engineering job with IBM. They have
been members of the Stone Church and
Westminster Presbyterian over the years.

At IBM, Burt rose through the company,
spending the last 20 years of his working life
as Head of Environmental Management. He
called in to oversee IBM’s response to the
1989 Loma Prieta earthquake, which gar-
nered him notable outside recognition and he
was appointed to a regional transportation
committee.

In his free time, Burt has volunteered as a

Boy Scout Leader. He first joined the organi-
zation in 1934. He worked his way up the
ranks to Eagle Scout and then became an
adult volunteer. He retired from scouting just
last December, after 80 years of participa-
tion.

Burt’s astounding memory for details has
served him well in retirement. He has partic-
ipated in Ann Thompson’s Memoirs Writing
workshops for more than 20 years, chroni-
cling the adventures of his remarkable life
and most notably the changes and advance-
ments in this area.

He still walks 2 miles a day, and keeps in
touch with the vast number of friends, neigh-
bors and families who all celebrate this
achievement – reaching 90 years of age.

A fellow memoir writing buddy says “Burt
has an endless array of entertaining stories of
a life well lived, and attributes his long life to
his optimistic, positive attitude, great sense of
humor, and deep caring for his fellow human
beings.”

Times Feature

Burt Corsen is standing with Aristea Pettis and seated is Kathleen Eagan in front of the birthday cake.
Photo by Brigitte Jones

Burt Corsen – A man for all seasons

A birth certificate tells the tale: Burt still walks 2 miles a day at 90.

Call to schedule 
your tour!

1081 Foxworthy Avenue, 
San Jose, CA 95118
(408) 265-7380
M-F 6:30 am - 6:30 pm
www.Kindercare.com

http://www.Kindercare.com
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ENTRY DEADLINE EXTENDED!
OFFICIAL CONTEST RULES: Deadline: Photos must be received before 5:00 p.m. Friday,
September 11, 2015 and should be emailed to: photocontest@timesmediainc.com

Photo and Photographer eligibility: Anyone may enter a photo in the contest. All ages are
welcome. Photos should be no smaller than 450 by 338 pixels but no more than 2MB in
file size. Images should be submitted in JPG (at high quality) or TIFF format. For framing
purposes, images should conform to a printed size of 8 x 10. No panoramas please.
Image Modifications: Minor digital enhancement is permitted, but images that have been
significantly modified or appear unnatural will be disqualified. Images must be in natural
color. No watermarks, signatures, or copyright notices may be added to images. All win-
ning images will be displayed with the photographer's name. Adding or replacing ele-
ments in an image is not allowed.

Send us your
favorite original
photo today!

By Marsali Hancock
Special to the Times

Recognizing the need to replenish
blood banks, community leaders
and members participated in one of

the largest interfaith blood drives held July
11 at The Episcopal Church in Almaden.

What once was a small event has now
expanded into a large interfaith effort.
Members from The Episcopal Church in
Almaden, Congregational Church of
Almaden Valley, The Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints, Korean
Methodist and Westgate members were
invited to donate blood.

“We were delighted to host this blood
drive and thank the Red Cross, local com-
munity volunteers and donors that made
the event a great success,” said Mary
McPherson, Senior Warden from the
Episcopal Church. “We are motivated by a
common interest of serving the community
and building relationships outside our

church doors,” she said. “Working together,
we can do much more than we can as indi-
vidual institutions.”

“We thank the Episcopal Church in
Almaden for hosting this drive and for those
among our congregations that donated
blood said Lee Green, President of the
South San Jose Stake of the Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints. “I love to
see our community come together to fill this
important need,” said Green.

Demand for blood
One in three individuals will need blood

to save their life. Chronic illness, accidents,
natural disasters, cardiac patients, and even
premature infants need blood to survive.
The demand for blood is constant—every
two seconds blood is needed in the U.S.—
but the supply is not. There is no substitute
for real blood.

Editor’s note: To find more opportunities to
serve those in need in our area or to donate blood
go to www.JustServe.org.

Red Cross workers draw blood from hundreds participating in the Interfaith Blood Drive held in
Almaden July 11. Above, volunteers Mike and Marianne Schmidt sign in blood donors at the drive.

‘Interfaith Blood Drive’ held in Almaden 

Garbage pickup
fees added to most 
property tax bills

The good news: garbage bills are being
eliminated.

The bad news: homeowners will continue
to pay fees and they will be tacked onto
their county property tax bills starting this
month. The switch to billing property tax
bills is a cost saving measure for residents
and the city.

Ed Bautista, spokesman for the
Environmental Services Department, said
that necessary upgrades to the billing sys-
tem’s old software are more expensive than
moving to a new property tax billing sys-
tem.

The annual cost for garbage and recycling
service will remain the same. Most residents
use the standard 32-gallon cart, and they
will continue to pay about $370 per year,
although that fee now will be split between
the two annual property tax installments.

Should a homeowner request a larger
cart, a supplemental bill will be sent direct-
ly from the city; and residents who down-
size to a smaller garbage cart will receive a
credit toward the next fiscal year’s garbage
and recycling service on their tax bill.

Homeowners can also request a prorated
refund directly from the city if needed.

California Young

Republican Federation

announces chairman-elect

Matthew Del Carlo

The California Young Republican
Federation (CYRF) announced
Chairman-elect Matthew Del Carlo

along with a newly elected executive
board to lead the organization into the
highly anticipated 2016 election.

“We are ready to roll up our sleeves and
begin growing the CYRF over the next
two years. We’ve learned from our suc-
cesses with Vidak, Faulconer, Kim and
more, that when we work as a team, we
can win,” said Chairman-elect Matthew
Del Carlo.

“It’s time we stop playing checkers, and
it’s time we start playing chess. I have
pulled together some of the sharpest polit-
ical minds from across the state to forward
the mission to reclaim California.”

“Young Californians are tired of the sta-
tus quo and one-sided dialogue coming
from the majority party of our state,” said
Del Carlo. “This CYRF A-Team is ready
to provide fresh, new perspectives to the
key issues affecting Californians.”
CYRF Elected Executive Board:
Chairman - Matthew Del Carlo
Vice Chairman - Heather Rouhana 
Treasurer - Ross Sevy 
Secretary - Greg Wallis 

National Committeeman - Adam Ellison
National Committeewoman - Taylor
Strand 
Communications Director - Stephanie
Freedman 
Finance Director - Claire Chiara 
Northern Regional Vice Chair –
Jonathan Madison
Central Regional Vice Chair – Ashley
Latka
Southern Regional Vice Chair – Jay
Taneja

The California Young Republican
Federation (CYRF) is the premier young pro-
fessional organization for next generation
Republicans ages 18 to 40. Their mission is to
engage young adults on public affairs, provide
opportunities for networking, recruit & train
public service leaders, and have fun getting out
the vote. The federation includes thousands of
active members, dozens of local chapters, pro-
fessional networks, and holds charters with the
California Republican Party (CRP) and the
Young Republican National Federation
(YRNF).

mailto:photocontest@timesmediainc.com
http://www.JustServe.org
news:garbage
news:homeowners
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Get listed! Call 
(408) 494-7000 

today!

DAN 
WALKER
Alain Pinel 
Realtors

(408) 892-4813
Dwalker@apr.com

18905 Graystone
Lane
$1,890,000
4 bed 2.5 bath
3097+/- sqft
Therese Swan
408.656.8240

95120

DAVID & VICKI
HARRIS

2921 Villages Parkway,
San Jose

(408) 754-1572

SUSAN
BOERNER
Alain Pinel 
Realtors

(408) 921-7619
sboerner@apr.com

MIKE GILL

(408) 234-1763
Land Sales & 

Development Specialist

OPEN HOUSE -
SATURDAY JULY 18
1:30-4:30PM
10241 Cinnabar 
Hills Rd.
$2,398,000
5 bedrooms, 
3.5 bathrooms, 
4,544 sq ft, 
16-acres
Bradley Gill, 
(408) 204-7699
10241CinnabarHills.com

95120

BRADLEY 
GILL 

(408) 204-7699
InsideAlmaden.com

mailto:Dwalker@apr.com
mailto:sboerner@apr.com
www.prep2prep.cp,
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CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF
ALMADEN VALLEY, UCC
6581 Camden Ave., San Jose, CA
95120. Pastor, Rev. Dr. Michele
Rogers Brigham. 408 268-0243
www.AlmadenCongregational.org
We are a welcoming Church engaged
in progressive approach to faith, wor-
ship and giving to our local commu-
nity. We are proud to be UCC, Open
and affirming (O&A) and welcome
members of the LGBT community.
We support local Innvision Shelter
Feedings once a month, San
Francisco Night Ministry, Second
Harvest Food Bank, Church World
Service, and Communities
Responding to End Poverty.  
Worship 9:00AM, Sunday School
10:00 AM Sundays. 
1st Sundays in Worship: Holy
Communion
2nd Sunday in Worship: Folk Choir
3rd Sundays at Coffee Hour:  Round
Table Disc.
4th Sundays in Worship:  Blessing of
Birthdays/Anniversaries/other "joy"
Occasions
Tuesday, AA Meetings, 8:15-9:15
PM.
Wednesdays, 9:30 AM., Women's
Study Group 

CARTER AVENUE CHURCH OF
CHRIST
5351 Carter Avenue, San Jose, CA
95118
408.265.5837, Web:
www.bibleroad.org
You are invited to a new testament
worship service to fellowship with
neighborhood Christians. Experience
traditional singing, study of the Bible,
praying with believers who acknowl-
edge Jesus Christ as their Savior,
preaching of the Gospel message,
and communion every Sunday.
Sunday morning Bible class at 9:30
AM, and worship service at 10:30
AM. Conveniently located in south
San Jose off Kooser/Camden Avenue
near Highway 85 (behind the
Almaden Valley Athletic Club). Come
make new friends in Christ!

EAST VALLEY CHURCH
We are a Multicultural Christian
Community committed to making
Christ known to our Neighbors,
Community and World. 
Sunday Schedule: Worship 10am,
Sunday School for all ages 8:30am,
Coffee and Conversation 9:30am
Childcare is provided for all our
Sunday Services. Uplifting music,
Biblical teaching, ministries for
Children, Youth, College & Career,
Small Groups for all adults, Ministries
to Men, Women, Seniors, Celebrate
Recovery (Please see website for
details and meeting times  www.east-
valleychurch.com )
Community-Life Pastor
(Youth/College & Career) – Pastor Pat
Boyd, Community Life Pastor (Small
Groups/Christian Education) – Pastor
Alvin Lin, Children’s Ministry Director
– Julie Garcia, Celebrate Recovery
Leader – Anne Friend
We are located at 2827 Flint Ave
(Between Tully & Norwood) San
Jose, CA 95148, Phone 408-238-
0231, e-mail info@eastvalley-
church.com We are associated with
Converge Worldwide www.converge-
worldwide.org

THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH IN
ALMADEN
6581 Camden Ave. San Jose, CA
95120.  The Rev. Shelley Booth
Denney, Rector.  Phone:408-268-
0243  Web:www.eca-sj.org 
At the Episcopal Church in Almaden
(ECA), we are joyful followers of

Jesus Christ. Through worship, study,
fellowship and outreach, we strive to
nurture and grow a strong faith com-
munity of believers, a family of all
ages, where each member feels wel-
comed, loved, valued and empow-
ered to serve. Children are especially
welcomed and cherished as an
important part of God's family. All
junior high and senior high students
are welcome to participate in our
Youth Groups. During the school year
we have joint Sunday School with our
sister church, the Congregational
Church of Almaden Valley, UCC. The
Episcopal Church in Almaden offers
the following regular opportunities for
worship: Sunday at 7:30AM and
10:30AM, Holy Communion service.
Each Sunday service is followed by a
coffee hour for friendship and conver-
sation.

EVERGREEN VALLEY CHURCH
Visit our Web Site at
wwww.evcsj.com
2750 Yerba Buena Rd. San Jose, CA
95121. Phone: 408-274-7422.
Saturday worship is at 5 pm. Sunday
worship services at 9 am and 11
am.. Excellent contemporary Christian
music and Bible-based teaching.
Nursery care and Children’s Sunday
School programs at 9 am and 10:45
am. Junior High students meet
Sunday’s at 9 am. Junior High and
High School students meet on
Tuesday’s at 6:30 pm. College/Young
adults meet on Sunday’s at 6 pm.
Casa de OraciÓn: Servicio en
Espa?ol: Domingos 4 pm.

FIRST CHURCH DOWNTOWN

Worshipping at 55 N. 7th Street, in
downtown San Jose.  (Horace Mann
school) firstchurchdowntown.com
Telephone: (408) 294-7254 x310. We
are a community serving the Christ
from the heart of the City, working to
know Jesus and make Jesus known
by serving, worshipping, and learning
together.  Worship services are at
10:00 AM at the Horace Mann
Community Center (7th and Santa
Clara Streets). Worship includes both
contemporary and traditional music, a
message that is relevant to real life,
based in the Bible, and meaningful to
people of all ages and backgrounds.
We work in our community to provide
real assistance and long-term, life-
saving solutions: food, housing,
counseling, and spiritual direction.
Our children's & families' ministries
include Sunday classes, outdoor fam-
ily activities such as bike rides and
fishing trips.  Come, Make a
Difference and feel the difference God
can make in your life!

HOLY SPIRIT CATHOLIC CHURCH
Faith.Knowledge.Community - this is
our promise to our members. If you
are looking for an active Christian
faith community, we invite you to
experience Holy Spirit Parish
Community. All are welcome! We are
located at 1200 Redmond Avenue,
San Jose, CA 95120. Mass is cele-
brated at 8:30 a.m. Monday - Friday.
Our weekend Mass schedule is
Saturday 5 p.m., Sunday 8 a.m., 9:30
a.m., 11:30 a.m. and 6 p.m. Rite of
Reconciliation is every Saturday at 4
p.m. or by appointment. Our Parish
Office is open Monday - Thursday

8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. and Friday
9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. Call 408-997-
5100 for recorded information or
408-997-5101 to speak with some-
one in our parish office. Information
on Faith Formation for children and
adults can be obtained by calling our
Catechetical Office at 408-997-5115.
Get in the loop with our 3sixty High
School Youth Ministry by calling 408-
997-5106. Holy Spirit School serves
grades Pre-K through 8th, and is
located at 1198 Redmond Avenue.
You can reach the school office at
408-268-0794.

SAINT ANTHONY CATHOLIC
CHURCH
We invite you to become a part of our
hospitable, intimate Catholic parish.
We are a caring community, promot-
ing spiritual growth, reaching out to
people in need and where you get to
know people by name.  We offer chil-
dren's religious education (CREATE);
Youth Ministry (BLAST & X-STATIC);
Scripture Study (day & evening);
Senior's Group and many other adult
ministries as well.  Saint Anthony
parish is located in Almaden Valley at
20101 McKean Road, San Jose,
95120.  Our weekend Masses are at
4 p.m. on Saturday at our historic
church at 21800 Bertram Road in
New Almaden, CA  95042 and on
Sunday at 8:30 a.m., 10:30 a.m., and
5:30 p.m. at the McKean Road loca-
tion.   Our Parish Office is open
Monday 9 a.m. - 12 p.m. and
Tuesday thru Thursday, 9 a.m. - 12
p.m. and 1 - 4 p.m.  For more infor-
mation, stop by the Parish Office or
call 1+ (408) 997-4800, or visit our

website at
www.churchstanthony.com. Fr. Larry
Hendel, Pastor.

ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI CATHOLIC
CHURCH
5111 San Felipe Rd., San Jose, CA
95135
408-223-1562. www.stfrancisofas-
sisi.com
www.stfrancisofassisipreschool.org
We invite you to join our community
of faith located in the Evergreen area
of San Jose. We are an inclusive
diverse community striving to serve
as Disciples of Jesus Christ in the
footsteps of St. Francis, offering
prayerful and joyful liturgies; evange-
lization, fellowship, and service
opportunities to the community. We
offer spiritual opportunities for all
ages, including children's liturgy,
dynamic E.C.H.O - Jr. High, IGNITE -
High School and North Star -Young
Adult Ministries, along with small faith
communities and opportunities to
help the poor and marginalized of San
Jose. Our Preschool is the only
Catholic Preschool offering quality
family oriented service in the
Evergreen and Silver Creek areas. Our
Chapel, Gathering Hall, Parish Office,
Mission Center, Parish Gift Shop,
Memorial Garden and Preschool are
all located at 5111 San Felipe Rd. 
Please come join us to worship at
one of the following times and loca-
tions: 
St. Francis of Assisi Chapel
Saturday 5:00PM, Sunday 8:30 AM,
10:30 AM, 12:30 PM, 4:00 PM
(Mass in Vietnamese), 6:00 PM
Youth Mass

St. Francis of Assisi Gathering Hall 
Sunday 9:00 AM, Sunday11:00AM,
Igbo Mass - Second Sunday of the
month 12:30 PM
Mt. Hamilton Grange - 2840 Aborn
Road: Sunday 9:30 AM 
The Villages Gated Community
(Cribari Auditorium):
Sunday 8:15 AM
For more information, please call or
visit us at the Parish Mission Center
open M-F 9:00 AM -12:00 PM; 1:00
PM - 4:00 PM. Come join us and
share your presence with us so that
together we may grow and share our
gifts to help build God's Kingdom!

THE POINT CHURCH
www.ThePoint.Church
3695 Rose Terrasse Circle. San Jose
CA 95148
Located at the top of Aborn Rd and
Murillo Ave. Come be inspired and
build your faith as we worship togeth-
er this Sunday @ 10:30 AM.
KidsPoint is our children's ministry,
serving infants through 5th grade. It
is a fun and safe experience for kids
as they grow in their walk with God.
ONE is our student ministry, serving
6th through 12th grades. We help
lead students into a growing relation-
ship with Jesus through conversa-
tions, fun and service. Because of the
diversity of Evergreen we offer church
services in 5 languages, each with
their own auditorium and pastor.
10:30 AM English, Mandarin,
Cantonese and Cambodian. Spanish
at 1:00 PM. 

Worship listing advertisements are
$495 annually. Please call Brigitte
at (408) 558-3623.
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