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In just a few months, two more
buildings in the Brady Arts District
will be filled and brimming with
activity.

In May, entrepreneurial hub 36
Degrees North (36°N) was
announced as one tenant in the
Universal Ford Building, which is
currently under renovation at
Cameron and Main streets. 

The other first-floor tenant will be
a brewpub by local restaurateur Paul
Sorrentino in partnership with
Prairie Artisan Ales. The restaurant
will brew Prairie beer in-house and
serve it, says Aaron Miller, program
officer for George Kaiser Family
Foundation (GKFF).

The building’s second floor will
hold 23 apartments, with 12 apart-
ments to be occupied in early 2016
by artist fellows from around the
country who have been accepted
into GKFF’s Tulsa Artist Fellowship.

“The remaining apartments will be
occupied by people involved in pro-
grams that GKFF supports,” Miller
says.

The addition of an entrepreneurial
hub, which will include coworking
space and offices, and working
artists to the Brady District will fur-
ther add to area stakeholders’ hopes
to see the district as a place to work,
live and play.

“The Brady Arts District has most-
ly been an entertainment district,
from 5 p.m. to 2 a.m., for a long
time. This project is another step in
making this area a 24-hour district,”
says Miller.

The stage for 36°N began to be set
in March 2014, when the Tulsa
Regional Chamber held a pop-up
coworking day in the long-vacant
building, which was built in 1917
and was originally home to a Ford
and Model T store. 

A month later, the Lobeck Taylor
Family Foundation published a
report on the current status of Tulsa’s
entrepreneurial community, called
Assessing Tulsa’s Entrepreneurial
Landscape.

“The study focused on the

strengths and weaknesses of Tulsa’s
entrepreneurial community and
what areas need to be addressed,”
says Dustin Curzon, 36°N executive
director.

Two weaknesses that the report
found were the lack of “a clear , . . .
physical space for entrepreneurs and
an inability (for entrepreneurs) to
connect with mentors and advisors,”
which it stated were “holding back
the growth and development of the
community.”

“They saw that the resources for
entrepreneurs are available in the
community, but entrepreneurs were
having a hard time finding them,”
Curzon says, who can relate to the
entrepreneurial struggles. Curzon
owns Narrable, a software tech com-
pany, which he started in 2011.

“As an entrepreneur, I was working
out of my home for a year and a
half,” he says. “It’s a lonely experi-
ence, and I didn’t know what
resources were available to me.”

Once the idea for a physical, cen-
tralized entrepreneurial location that
would bring area resources under
one roof was born, then GKFF got
involved for two reasons, continues
Curzon. They saw this project as a
way to further the revitalization of
the Brady District and to attract and

retain additional high-caliber talent
to the area.

“Today, it’s the entrepreneurial
community that attracts young peo-
ple to a city,” he says.

The 11,500-square-foot space will
feature coworking space, designated
private offices and desks available
for rental, event space and confer-
ence rooms, and offices for 36°N
partners, including Oklahoma State
University.

As a member of 36°N, individu-
als will have access to workshops,
speakers, and mentorship opportu-
nities with business executives,
entrepreneurs and investors.
“These individuals have commit-
ted to being in the space for so
many hours per month, and mem-
bers can schedule to meet with
them,” says Curzon. “These are
people that most of us would have
a hard time getting a meeting with
otherwise.”

Curzon expects to see 500 events
held in the space in 2016. Some
events will be open to the public
while others will only be available to
members.

A monthly membership costs $149
per month; although, an early enroll-
ment rate of $99 per month is cur-
rently being offered.

Individuals can also purchase a
one-day pass to use the space’s
coworking area.

“If entrepreneurs don’t have a net-
work to help them, they’re not going
to find all the resources,” says
Curzon. “If you’re here, you’re
going to find the right people.”

Moreover, the “right people” may
come in many different, unexpected
forms, which is why project
founders have intentionally allowed
for a broad membership base.

“We want the retailer sitting next to
the tech guy sitting next to the food
truck owner. They all can learn from
each other,” Curzon says.

GKFF’s other project on the
block is the Fox Hotel building at
the corner of Main and Brady
streets. This includes the renova-
tion of the Main Street Tavern,
which is nearing completion, and
Antoinette’s Bakery, which faces
west on Main Street and opened
inOctober. 

On the east side of the building, off
the alleyway, will be a new-concept
lounge and private dining space by
Eliot Nelson and McNellie’s Group.
The building will also have eight
upstairs apartments.

Both buildings are expected to be
completed in early 2016.

WORK, LIVE, PLAY: Above is a rendering of the renovated Universal Ford Building in the Brady Arts
District. The building will hold 36 Degrees North (36°N), an entrepreneurial hub; a brewpub by local restau-
rateur Paul Sorrentino in partnership with Prairie Artisan Ales; and 23 apartments. At left, Dustin Curzon,
executive director of 36°N, discusses the building’s features.
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KUDOSOF THE MONTH: March of Dimes
The Eastern Oklahoma division of the

March of Dimes will host its 26th annual
Signature Chefs Auction Nov. 13 at the Cox
Business Center Ballroom. This high-
profile event, chaired by State Rep.
Glen and Sally
Mulready, attracts
hundreds of guests,
philanthropists and corpo-
rations in an effort to raise
funds and awareness for
March of Dimes. Devin Levine, executive
chef of the BOK Center and the Cox
Business Center, is lead chef of this year’s
Signature Chefs Auction and will coordinate
culinary creations from a variety of top local
chefs.

March of Dimes helps local families to
receive the resources they need while their

prematurely-born infants receive care. For
more than 75 years, families have benefited
from March of Dimes research, education,
vaccines and breakthroughs.

Premature birth (birth before 37 completed
weeks of pregnancy)
is the leading cause
of newborn death. In
addition, babies who
survive an early

birth often face the
risk of lifetime health challenges, such as
breathing problems, cerebral palsy and intel-
lectual disabilities. Each year, preterm birth
affects nearly 500,000 babies-that’s one of
every nine infants born in the United States.
American Indian women have the second
highest rate for preterm births among all eth-
nic groups.

CHEFS AUCTION: State Rep. Glen and Sally
Mulready, this year’s event chairs for the March
of Dimes Signature Chefs Auction, stand with
Devin Levine, left, executive chef of the BOK
Center and the Cox Business Center and lead
chef for the event to be held Nov. 13.
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A Gathering Place for Tulsa and
Cimarex Energy Co. announced
Cimarex’s $5 million dollar contri-
bution to endow programming for
A Gathering Place for Tulsa. The
gift is the first of its kind and will
ensure that the park has engaging
and high quality programming that
will create an environment of learn-
ing, fun and exploration. 

With Phase I consisting of more
than 66.5 acres of family-friendly
features and green spaces, the
park’s programming will be of
equal importance. Cimarex and A
Gathering Place for Tulsa will
develop a programming series that
will honor Cimarex’s Tulsa employ-
ees and all of the people of Tulsa
and afford all children and families
the opportunity to play, learn and
explore in the city’s largest park. 

“The Tulsa community has been a
major factor in our success, and we
are excited for the opportunity to
give back to a project that allows us
to express our gratitude. We see A
Gathering Place for Tulsa as a
resource for our employees today
and in the future,” says Tom Jorden,
Cimarex president and CEO. “It is
our hope that our contribution will
ensure world-class programming at
the park and instill a sense of pride
for our employees who call Tulsa
home.” 

Cimarex is an exploration and
production company with opera-
tions across the Midwest including
Oklahoma, Texas and New Mexico.
Cimarex has a total of just under
1,000 employees with over 400 of
those living and working in Tulsa. 

“We continue to be amazed at the
broad-based support from Tulsa’s
corporate community, and we are
honored to have Cimarex join as
our lead programming donor. The
park will have beautiful aesthetics,
but it is the programming that will
be the life of the park.” says Jeff
Stava, executive director and
trustee of A Gathering Place for
Tulsa. “The park is a great example
of how an entire community’s gen-
erosity can forever impact its citi-
zens. We cannot thank our donors
enough in helping build a better
future for Tulsa.” 

The first phase of construction is
well underway and is scheduled to
last until late 2017. 

About A Gathering Place for Tulsa
A project of George Kaiser

Family Foundation, A Gathering
Place for Tulsa will transform near-
ly 100 acres of Tulsa’s waterfront
along the Arkansas River into a
dynamic and active space when the
project is completed by late 2017.
66.5 acres will be completed within
Phase I. GKFF and numerous cor-
porate and community philanthro-
pists gave ownership of the $350
million park to River Parks
Authority who in turn signed a
long-term operational and manage-
ment lease back to an entity of the
foundation to ensure the highest
quality operation, maintenance and
programming for the life of the
park. 

The park will be a central place
for Tulsans to gather and enjoy for
years to come. The park will blend
nature and urban environment and
will include features such as a
lodge, boathouse, nature walks, two
land bridges connecting the two
sides of river parks, sporting areas
and a pond. A Gathering Place for
Tulsa is funded by a mix of corpo-
rate and philanthropic Tulsa organi-
zations. 

A Gathering Place for Tulsa is
doing business as Tulsa’s Gathering
Place, LLC. To learn more about
the project, visit www.agathering-
placefortulsa.com. 
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The Tulsa Community College
Foundation honored Susan Harris
and the legacy of Larry Mocha dur-
ing its annual Vision in Education
Leadership Award Dinner on Sept.
24 at the Cox Business Center.
Harris was presented the 2015
Vision in Education Leadership
Award for her visionary leadership
in creating Tulsa’s education land-
scape, including elementary, sec-
ondary and higher education.
Mocha was posthumously given the
Stephen J. Jatras Award for his last-
ing legacy and passionate support of
TCC.

The 2015 Vision in Education
Leadership Award Dinner surpassed
its goal and raised more than
$250,000 for the TCC Foundation
which helps TCC achieve the mar-
gin of excellence as one of the top
community colleges in the nation.
The TCC Foundation provided near-
ly $4 million in resources through
unrestricted, restricted and endow-
ment funds in 2014 for education
opportunities for TCC students, fac-
ulty and staff.

TCC President Leigh B. Goodson,
TCC Foundation 2015 Board Chair
Pierce Norton, Vision Dinner

Committee Chair Susan Neal, and
past Vision recipient and 2015
Honorary Chair Don Walker pre-
sented Harris with the Vision in
Education Leadership Award.

Many community leaders consider
her Tulsa’s “education engineer,”
providing the inspiration, initiative
and implementation behind every
major education funding initiative or
decision made in Tulsa over the
course of two decades while she
served as senior vice president of
education and workforce develop-
ment at the Tulsa Regional Chamber
before her 2013 retirement.

“Susan Harris invested herself and
her career in the improvement of
school buildings, classroom environ-
ments and academic instruction at
every level of the educational experi-
ence,” said TCC President and CEO
Leigh B. Goodson. “She’s been a
tireless advocate for education
including her early embrace of Tulsa
Achieves as a program to transform
Tulsa and build on its economic
prosperity by removing barriers to
higher education.”

The TCC Foundation also recog-
nized education advocate, business
owner and long-time TCC supporter
Larry Mocha posthumously with
the Stephen J. Jatras Award. The
award is named after Jatras, a bene-
factor and community leader who
served as both a member of the
Oklahoma State Regents for Higher
Education and the TCC Board of
Regents.

“Larry Mocha was a dear friend,
always supportive, kind and encour-
aging,” said Goodson. “He was pas-
sionate about small business, entre-
preneurship and education. He
invested himself in TCC, Tulsa and
the state of Oklahoma, and his spirit
and legacy will continue to influ-
ence others for years to come.”

Mocha served as the TCC
Foundation chair in 2014, was a
member of the advisory board for
the Signature Symphony at TCC, sat
on the TCC Presidential Search
Committee and was a member of the
TCC President’s Society. Mocha’s
wife, Sandy Mocha, and Vince
Williams, APSCO president, accept-
ed the award in his honor.

The Vision Award is presented
annually to an individual dedicated
to education excellence and com-
munity leadership. ONE Gas is the
visionary sponsor for the 2015 TCC
Vision in Education Leadership
Award Dinner. Charles and Lynn
Schusterman Family Foundation,
Ruth K. Nelson, TTCU The Credit
Union, The University of Tulsa, and
The Anne and Henry Zarrow
Foundation are Leadership
Sponsors.

The 2015 TCC Vision in
Education Leadership Award Dinner

committee members are Steve Fate,
Shane Fernandez, Jim Langdon,
Mina Lotti, Nancy McDonald, Steve
Turnbo, and John Wiscaver.

Past honorees include Jake Henry
Jr., Don Walker, Keith Ballard, Lynn
and Stacy Schusterman; Gov. Brad
Henry, Montie Box, David Boren,
John-Kelly C. Warren, Michael
Johnson, Early Childhood
Advocates: Martin Fate (posthu-
mously), Leonard Eaton, Bill
Doenges, Robert LaFortune, George
Kaiser, Nancy McDonald, Pete
Churchwell, Sen. Ted Fisher, and
Rep. Ron Peters; Ron King; Dr. Jim
and Ann Halligan; John Gaberino;
Ken Lackey; and Dr. Paula Marshall.

Funds raised by the Vision Dinner
support student scholarships, com-
petitive academic conferences for
students, presentations by noted
scholars and enhancements in the
classroom to propel TCC students to
graduation and success.
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CIVICS
TCC Vision Dinner Honors Susan Harris, Larry Mocha

HONORING VISIONARIES: Susan Harris was presented the 2015
Vision in Education Leadership Award during a dinner at the Cox
Business Center.  From left, Tulsa Community College Foundation 2015
Board Chair Pierce Norton, 2015 Vision in Education Leadership Award
honoree Susan Harris, TCC President Leigh B. Goodson, Vision Dinner
Committee Chair Susan Neal, and past Vision recipient and 2015
Honorary Chair Don Walker.

Courtesy Tulsa Community College
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Honoring the Sacrificial Service of Our Veterans
On November 11, 1918, a cease-

fire went into effect. The armistice
agreed to that
day silenced the
guns of the first
World War. The
war itself was
known as “the
war to end all
w a r s . ”
Unfortunately,
the truce would
not last; the
world would
soon face anoth-
er deadly World
War.

As we had
before, the
United States of
America would
send her sons
and daughters to
fight across the
globe. The men
and women who
fought and the lives lost on foreign
soil served as a reminder that our

freedoms, the ones we cherish and
hold dear, are not free. Our free-

doms must be
paid for by the
men and women
of the United
States Military.
Everyone who
fought sacri-
ficed some-
thing, and some
would sacrifice
it all.

Today, our
men and women
continue to
serve our coun-
try with bravery,
distinction, and
honor. Every
veteran has
made sacrifices
to ensure the
freedom of all
American citi-
zens. We are

truly the land of the free because
of the brave.

Our nation will be observing
Veterans Day on Wednesday, Nov.
11 with celebrations and parades
honoring our military members
and veterans. In Tulsa, our annual
Veterans Day Parade will begin at
11 a.m. and will take place at the
Williams Green on 3rd Street and
Boston Avenue between the Hyatt
Regency and the Performing Arts
Center. I invite you to join me in
this annual event that honors the
heroes among us. If you are unable
to make it in person, you can
watch it live on Channel 8 from 11
a.m. to noon. The parade is a trib-
ute to those who have sacrificed
their time away from family and
for some, their lives. 

As you may know, Tulsa has a
proud history of serving those who
have served. Tulsa has the honor of
being the only city to have hosted a
Veterans Day parade since the
original designation, and we are
one of the few cities in the nation
that pays tribute to our Medal of
Honor recipients. 

Tulsa also is home to many fine
organizations that set the standard
for other veterans’ programs across
the country. Other municipalities
come to Tulsa to learn how to prop-
erly administer programs. The ded-

ication and commitment that our
citizens bring to the veteran com-
munity is unparalleled. 

If you’re able to attend, I hope to
see you at the Veterans Day
Parade!

COMMENTARY BY MAYOR
DEWEY F. BARTLETT, JR

SALUTING VETS: Neighbors living in a cul-de-sac in the Minshall Park neighborhood
in midtown-south Tulsa annually paint a look-alike of the U.S. flag on their street in remem-
brance of American veterans.  From left are Rick Bahlinger, Nick Ede and Jim Heatherman.
The neighbors started the tradition in the early 2000s when one of Heatherman’s sons was
returning from duty in the Middle East.  Heatherman, a Vietnam veteran and a former U.S.
Marine officer, has four sons.  Three of his sons are also U.S. Marine officers, and the
fourth works for the U.S. Department of Defense.   

FEEDING OKLAHOMA: Eileen Bradshaw, executive director of the Community Food
Bank of Eastern Oklahoma, speaks at Governor Fallin’s “Feeding Oklahoma Drive” kick-
off. The sixth annual Feeding Oklahoma Drive has a goal of raising two million meals to
help feed hungry Oklahoma families, children and seniors. The food drive benefits the
Regional Food Bank of Oklahoma, the Community Food Bank of Eastern Oklahoma and
their partner agencies across the state.  For more information, see page 30.
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As Tulsa County continues to
become more recycling-friendly,
curbside customers continue to throw
more in the recy-
cling bin than
r e c y c l e s .
Combining this
with my bur-
geoning pile of
items I can’t bear
to throw in the
trash, it became
time to research
the best plan for
recycling odd
items that I feel
you may deal
with as well. 

Managing
Masks

Let’s start with
the product in the
photo that is
revealed as the
least recycla-
ble… the health and safety mask. I
first thought the material could go in
the compost, thinking it was made of
cotton. However, these days it seems
there cannot be a fabric without plas-
tic woven in, and sure enough the
mask in the photo is mostly made of
nylon. The exhalation valve appears
to be of plastic #1 or 2 but alas, it is

not. The only portion of this product
the layperson can easily recycle is the
metal nose strip, which can be tossed

in a curbside bin.  
On a brighter

note, the maker of
this mask, 3M,
touts several sus-
tainable practices
in its manufactur-
ing processes
which reduces
waste, water and
energy usage.
Product Manager
Dawn Westin
pointed out that
their packaging is
recyclable and
that sometimes it
is unsafe for their
disposable masks
to go in a recy-
cling bin due to
the contaminants
they filter. 

Since my mask is used mainly to
save me from an allergy attack after
mowing or dusting, I found an inex-
pensive washable, reusable dust
mask that is made in the U.S.A. at
Home Depot.  

PUR Recycling 
Researching the recycling of water

filters makes me proud of our public,
because I feel that our desire to recy-
cle everything is driving manufactur-
ers to meet our needs.  My water fil-
ter is a Whirlpool/PUR brand.  

While Whirlpool does not recycle
its products personally, it recently
partnered up with TerraCycle. Oh
wow, this is a cool organization.
According to its website,
“TerraCycle can recycle all PUR and
Brita products, including pitchers,
faucet mount systems, all types of
water filters, and even the packag-
ing.” 

Sign up online at
www.terracycle.com. Once you have
a box of stuff, simply print off a free
shipping label and drop it off at your
local UPS office. 

While at the website, check out all
their offerings to ship your stuff to be
recycled…from skin care and cos-
metic packaging, power bar wrap-
pers, juice pouches, one-use coffee
discs, and more. 

Safety Tips
While researching, I came across

some great tips. Apparently, some
websites claim to specialize in filter
recycling so if one charges a fee,
especially if above any needed ship-
ping costs, do not press go…this is a
sales or marketing trick. 

Also, do not attempt to recycle your
own water filter. I watched a YouTube
video on breaking down the products
for recycling, which was way more
work than I ever planned to
do…thankfully.  Manufacturers say
that these filters contain potentially
toxic contaminants you do not want
exposed to you or your family.  So,
ship them off and let someone else
take care of it! 

E-Recycling
According to the Environmental

Protection Agency, or EPA, electron-

ic waste or e-waste is the fastest
growing municipal waste stream in
America: 20 to 50 million metric tons
of it tossed out worldwide. Tiny bits
of gold and silver in each cell phone
adds up to more than $60 million
tossed in our trash. 

Take for instance the electrical fuse,
doorbell and thermostat in the photo.
These items can be dropped off at
Natural Evolutions or its supported
M.E.T. locations at 302 N. Elm in
Broken Arrow, 3495 S. Sheridan in
Tulsa, and 1101 S. Cincinnati in
Tulsa.  All of these locations have
attendants on hand to help you. Drop
off is not available if attendants are
not on site, so check hours of opera-
tion before heading out. 

Hazardous Help
The last item in our photo is the old

thermostat, which utilized mercury to
do its job. This puts it clearly in the
hazardous waste zone. Luckily, the
M.E.T.’s semi-annual Fairgrounds
Collections Event will be Saturday

and Sunday, Nov. 7-8 from 10 a.m. to
3 p.m.  

Items accepted include thermostats
like mine, household cleaners, pesti-
cides, fertilizers, automotive fluids,
cooking oil, batteries, all fluorescent
light bulbs, small ammunition,
smoke alarms, aerosol paint, hobby
paint, pool chemicals, items contain-
ing mercury, gasoline, and unused or
out-of-date prescription medications. 

The collection is for residents of
Bixby, Broken Arrow, Claremore,
Collinsville, Coweta, Glenpool,
Jenks, Owasso, Sand Springs, Tulsa
and Tulsa County, not businesses.

Collecting Thoughts
What items do you want to recycle

and aren’t sure how? Send in your
thoughts to bethturner@me.com or
tweet @TrashTalkTulsa. While
you’re at it, send in your best judg-
ment on what to do with the items
posted in the above photo at right.
We’ll discuss those next month.
Happy recycling! 
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Dwell in IDL Displays Downtown Tulsa Residences
By EMILY RAMSEY
Managing Editor

On Oct. 4, Tulsa Foundation for
Architecture (TFA) hosted its annual
Dwell in the IDL tour, where down-
town Tulsa residences opened their
doors to show attendees the various
available living options. 

This year, the tour showcased living
spaces at Philtower Lofts, Mayo 420,
Mayo Hotel & Lofts, Harrington
Lofts, Coliseum Apartments, Urban
8, Standard Printing Company, and
City Tent and Awning Company.

“We try to give tour attendees a nice
mix of spaces while keeping the tour
reasonably walkable,” says TFA
Executive Director Amanda DeCort.
“We want to include places that peo-
ple can both rent and buy as well as a
few special places that may not be
presently available for occupancy but
are fun to check out.” 

In past years, the tour has featured

buildings that are still under con-
struction, including the YMCA
Building and Vandever Lofts.

“We didn’t have a true hard-hat stop
on the tour this year, but next year, we

will showcase at least one project that
has been shown as a hard-hat tour in
the past,” says DeCort.

TFA hosts other annual and month-
ly events. 

In conjunction with AIA Eastern
Oklahoma, TFA will hold a down-
town Tulsa architecture bike tour on
Nov. 15, called ArchiTread.

Its monthly Second Saturday archi-

tecture walking tour features infor-
mation on Tulsa history. In
November, the tour will focus on
buildings in  downtown Tulsa’s Blue
Dome District.

URBAN LIVING: Attendees of Tulsa Foundation for Architecture’s annual Dwell in the IDL tour, held Oct. 4, visited eight downtown Tulsa resi-
dences including Urban 8, pictured at left, and Mayo Hotel & Lofts. Other stops on the tour were Philtower Lofts, Mayo 420, Harrington Lofts,
Coliseum Apartments, City Tent and Awning Company, and Standard Printing Company.

Recycling Oddities: In the Know,Where Does it Go Part II 

Trash Talk

By BETH TURNER
Tulsa Master Recyclers Association
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IN THE KNOW: We take a look
at how to recycle a Whirlpool
water filter, dust mask, battery
powered thermostat, an electronic
doorbell, an old thermostat and
an electrical fuse. 

WHAT’S NEXT: Send in your
thoughts about how to recycle
the items in this photo, which
will be discussed in next month’s
column. 

http://www.terracycle.com
mailto:bethturner@me.com
http://www.anchorpaint.com
www.anagotulsa.com
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VARIETY

Arts Alliance Tulsa to Support Local Arts

Popular Warhol Exhibit on Display at Philbrook

On Oct. 6, representatives from 45
local nonprofit arts organizations
joined Phil Lakin, CEO of Tulsa
Community Foundation, in launch-
ing Arts Alliance Tulsa, a new
endeavor to provide funding and
audience development support for
the community’s cultural assets.

The press conference took place at
Fly Loft, 117 N. Boston, in down-
town Tulsa. 

Lakin said that the need for an arts
alliance has been discussed for at
least two decades and that the subject
came to a point of action in the
spring of 2014 when the city’s budg-
et did not provide for typical funding
for some previously-funded arts pro-
grams. While the city restored fund-
ing for that year, Lakin and
Councilor G.T. Bynum promised
arts entities that a solution would be
found. Lakin took a proposal to Tulsa
Community Foundation’s board in
November 2014, and TCF agreed to

incubate, organize and oversee
finances and activities for AAT.

The George Kaiser Family
Foundation will also provide seed
money for the organization’s first
three years.

“AAT will be of great value to so
many people like me,” said Lakin. “I
don’t know all the needs of our qual-
ity arts and cultural groups, but I
know that I want to support them and
make opportunities available to our
kids and adults not only for observ-
ing but also for performing. My wife
and I will be among the first to con-
tribute to AAT, and I know many oth-
ers will join us and will watch AAT
assist numerous nonprofits and indi-
viduals.”

AAT joins a national network of
similarly-organized arts alliances
that function to receive funds from
individuals, corporations and chari-
table foundations and, after consider-
able independent review and due

diligence, distribute to local arts
institutions and provide support to
the cultural community.

Arts organizations can access the
grant application online.

Applications are only good for one
year, so arts organizations must reap-
ply yearly to receive funding.
Additionally, the funding that AAT
provides will focus on supporting
arts organizations’ operating funds.

AAT’s board seeks to raise money
to provide ongoing support to arts
groups by consolidating cultural
fundraising efforts into a single
organization and use its deep and
diverse knowledge of the cultural
community to disperse the funds
broadly and strategically.

It will hold a funding campaign
every spring to raise money.

“Our goal is to have the most eco-
nomic impact on Tulsa and the arts
here,” said Todd Cunningham, AAT
executive director.

Philbrook Museum of Art is host-
ing In Living Color: Andy Warhol
and Contemporary Printmaking
from the Collections of Jordan D.
Schnitzer and his Family
Foundation.  The exhibit opened
Oct. 18 and runs through January
17.  

The Warhol exhibit at Philbrook
follows a well-received year-long
tour to several museums across the
U.S. This exhibition, organized and
traveled by the Joslyn Art Museum
(Omaha, Neb.), includes over 110
works by Warhol and 17 other
artists working since 1945, includ-
ing Keith Haring, John Baldessari,
Edward Ruscha, Louise Bourgeois,
Helen Frankenthaler and Richard
Diebenkorn. Reflecting a range of
aesthetic concerns and conceptual
underpinnings, In Living Color
highlights artists who invest in the
power of their color palettes.
Dispatching a seemingly endless
array of colors, Warhol depicted the
world with the volume turned up.
His example reverberates through-
out contemporary printmaking.

Philbrook Curatorial staff select-
ed this traveling presentation for
their 2015-2017 Special Exhibition
Series to highlight a period of con-
temporary art history not readily
available to Tulsans. “This exhibi-
tion allows Philbrook visitors to
examine the ways these artists use
color as a tool to challenge how
audiences understand otherwise
ubiquitous and iconic imagery of
popular culture,” remarks Dr.
Sienna Brown, Philbrook’s Nancy
E. Meinig curator of modern and
contemporary art. “Furthermore, In

Living Color, which is drawn from
the collections of Jordan D.
Schnitzer and his family founda-
tion, involves this thoughtful col-
lector whose passion to share these
vibrant and riveting works is visible
through his personal participation.” 

Mr. Schnitzer will present two
lectures to Philbrook Members dur-
ing their preview events and has
underwritten several related pro-
grams.  In Living Color: Andy
Warhol and Contemporary
Printmaking from the Collections
of Jordan D. Schnitzer and his
Family Foundation will remain
travel to Jacksonville, Fla., after the
Philbrook closing. 

About the Exhibition 
Andy Warhol (1928-1987) once

famously quipped, “I like boring
things.” Indulging this inclination
throughout his career, he depicted
the mundane, the everyday, the
obvious, and the overused.
Encompassing three decades of
Warhol’s work, In Living Color
examines how the artist’s “boring
things” came to life through his
exuberant use of color. The leading
figure of American Pop Art, a
movement that took shape in the
1950s, Warhol focused his attention
on the social and political turbu-
lence and unprecedented con-
sumerism that emerged as the
United States began to recover
from World War II. Drawing inspi-
ration from the rapidly changing
world around him, Warhol pursued
an approach to making art that was
more inclusive and aware of the
day-to-day conditions of contem-

porary life. Seeking to downplay
the role of originality in art, Warhol
and his fellow Pop artists adopted
mechanical means of generating
images, such as screenprinting, a
technique that allowed for the pro-
duction of multiple identical edi-
tions. In Living Color features
some of Warhol’s most iconic
screenprints, including his portraits
of Marilyn Monroe and Mao
Zedong, the splashy camouflage
series, and his controversial
Electric Chair portfolio.

Drawn exclusively from Portland,
Ore.-based collector Jordan
Schnitzer’s extensive holdings,
which include over 9,000 contem-
porary prints, the exhibition is
divided into five sections:
Experimentation, Emotion,
Experience, Subversion and
Attitude. Each section places a sig-
nificant body of work by Warhol in

conversation with prints made by
fellow artists who use color as a
tool to shape how viewers read and
respond to imagery. The artists fea-
tured in In Living Color may not all
respond directly to Warhol, yet his
example reverberates throughout
post-war printmaking. Just as
Warhol’s vivid sunset images are
thought to have been inspired by
the views from his beach house on
Long Island, Richard Diebenkorn’s
seminal Ocean Park series reflects
the intense sunshine and splashy
color of the Southern California
neighborhood where he kept his
studio for nearly 20 years. Helen
Frankenthaler was similarly moti-
vated by her surroundings. While
she often resisted identifying spe-

cific subjects in her work,
Frankenthaler once explained: “I
think of my pictures as explosive
landscapes, worlds and distances
held on a flat surface.” Her three
woodcuts in the exhibition subtly
recall the golden hues of sunrise,
the expanse of an insect’s milky
wings and the earthy shades of an
evergreen forest.

With his signature mix of bravado
and practiced deadpan, Warhol dug
below the surface of contemporary
culture to uncover the absurdities,
prejudices, fallacies and contempo-
rary culture. More than 30 years
after his death, Warhol’s work con-
tinues to shape perceptions of com-
mon images and objects with
humor, wit and the occasional barb.

COMMUNITY BACKING: Todd Cunningham, left, executive director
of Arts Alliance Tulsa, and Phil Lakin, CEO of Tulsa Community
Foundation, speak at an Oct. 6 press conference, where Lakin announced
the formation of Arts Alliance Tulsa, which will provide funding and audi-
ence development support for Tulsa’s cultural assets.

JORDAN SCHNITZER AND FRIENDS:Art Collector Jordan Schnitzter
smiles as he introduces his extensive Warhol collection to the Philbrook
Museum of Art.  Schnitzer resides in Portland, Oregon and has a diverse col-
lection of prints from the 1960s to the present. Schnitzer has served on over
31 civic and cultural boards including the Portland Art Museum, the
Japanese Garden Society of Oregon and  the High Desert Museum. 

ANDY WARHOL’S 
MARILYN MONROE

EMILY RAMSEY for GTR Newspapers
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A private Facebook page that has
grown to nearly 20,000 devout fol-
lowers in five months.

Online specials that sell out in sec-
onds and crash
servers in the
process.

Loyal shoppers
willing to camp out
overnight in lieu of
a special offer.

Just another day
in the life of Jill
Donovan, a trans-
plant Tulsan and
founder of Rustic
Cuff, her jewelry
business of four
years.

“Really, I didn’t
want this,” she says
of her business’
rapid growth since
she began making
cuffs for fun in
2011.

When Donovan’s
fledgling business
outgrew her house
– “it got to where
we almost couldn’t live in our home
anymore” – she moved her cuffs and
her four employees in December
2012 to an office space at 41st Street
and Harvard Avenue.

“I figured that we would mainly be
an online business. I said that if I
could just sell three cuffs per day, I
could make payroll for everyone,”
she says.

Donovan’s success has partly come
from her ability to take her negative
experience on the Oprah Show,
where she was a guest in 2004 and
was chastised for being a “regifter,”
and turning that experience into a
Cinderella story that ends with her
cuffs being worn by Oprah on the
cover of O Magazine.

“For whatever reason, I just knew
one day that I would know why that

experience (on the Oprah Show)
happened to me,” says Donovan.

It seems that she has found her
answer.

Donovan began
making cuffs in
2011 as a hobby,
storing the cuffs in
her closet that had
once been filled
with items that she
planned to regift. A
few months later,
she held a show for
friends and sold
200 cuffs.

Since that time,
Rustic Cuff has
been featured on
Good Morning
America, ABC’s
The View, The
Wendy Williams
Show and E!
News, and her
cuffs have been
photographed on
the arms of numer-
ous celebrities,
including Miranda

Lambert, Jennifer Nettles of
Sugarland, Sheryl Crow, The Pioneer
Woman Ree Drummond, Dolly
Parton and Elisabeth Hasselbeck.

“It’s been a snowball effect,” she
says. “It hasn’t been one thing that
has caused our success.”

Now, Donovan uses her cuffs as a
way to spread her idea of regifting
or, in other words, giving to others.

Donovan is known for giving away
cuffs to those in attendance at her
public speaking engagements.

At a Broken Arrow Chamber of
Commerce October luncheon, she
gave each attendee two pink cuffs in
recognition of October as Breast
Cancer Awareness Month, encour-
aging everyone to give one of their
cuffs to someone who has been
affected by breast cancer.

Though, it’s not always cuffs that
Donovan gives away.

Recently, when Donovan spoke at
Bishop Kelley High School, she
gave $20 to each of the male students
in attendance, telling them to pass
the money along to someone else.

“I had a mother come into my
showroom crying a few days later
because of her son’s experience giv-
ing his $20 away,” she says. “Now,
he gives a portion of money from
each of his paychecks away. She told
me that it changed his life.”

Addicted to Cuffs, a private
Facebook page created in May by
diehard Rustic Cuff lovers, offers
individuals a way to show off their
cuffs and also to talk about how they
share their cuffs with others.

“This Facebook group writes
amazing stories about how it made
them feel to regift a cuff and how it
changed their life,” says Donovan.

“What started as my story about
regifting-gone-wrong has really
turned into this amazing thing.”

Since its beginnings, Rustic Cuff
has grown to, currently, 40 employ-
ees plus 80 temporary workers, with
Donovan planning to open a Rustic
Cuff retail location in the Vineyard
on Memorial shopping center at
109th Street and Memorial Drive. 

“It’s going to provide a really awe-
some shopping experience,” she
says.

While Donovan recognizes that
her business’ growth may be
inevitable, she’s hesitant about the
speed of growth. “I don’t want us to
grow too quickly and lose the heart
and soul of what we do.”

Because heart and soul is what
Donovan puts into her business day
in and day out.

“It’s overwhelming and all-encom-
passing. It’s more than 24 hours a
day. 

“But,” she adds, “this is not even a
job for me; it really is my passion.”

GTR Newspapers: Oklahoma’s Largest  Monthly News Group
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Out & About in
Greater Tulsa

By EMILY RAMSEY
Managing Editor

Rustic Cuff: From Hobby to Passion for Jill Donovan

NATIONAL POPULARITY: Rustic Cuff founder Jill Donovan, second
from left, stands with April Sailsbury, left, senior vice president for the
Broken Arrow Chamber of Commerce; Lynda Wingo, executive director
of Miss Helen’s Private School; and Tiffani Bruton, Broken Arrow
Chamber board chair and director of public affairs for Cox
Communications, at the Broken Arrow Chamber’s Oct. 6 luncheon where
Donovan was the guest speaker.

BOK ACHIEVEMENT: On
Sept. 25, the BOK Center hit
the milestone of five million
attendees to the arena. At
6:05 p.m., the arena’s five
millionth customer, Hunter
Orcutt, walked through the
doors and had her ticket to
see Florida Georgia Line
scanned. Orcutt and her hus-
band, Alan, had their seats
upgraded to the first row, they
met Tyler Hubbard and Brian
Kelley of Florida Georgia
Line prior to the show, and
Orcutt received an assortment
of other prizes.

MILESTONE RECOGNIZED

GTR Newspapers photo
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DINING OUT IN GREATER TULSA
La Villa Delivers Seasonal Menus in Grand Setting
By BLAKE AUSTYN
Contributing Writer

It’s no secret that the Philbrook
Museum of Art is a gem among gems
in Tulsa.

Its restaurant, La Villa Restaurant,
located on the museum’s lower level,
offers a beautiful setting for a relax-
ing lunch with an eastward facing
wall of windows overlooking the
museum’s luscious, well-kept gar-
dens.

Restaurant and catering entrepre-
neur Siegmund Brown took over
ownership of La Villa in 2012.
Brown is a graduate of the School of
Hospitality Management at Florida
International University; he later
earned his MBA from the University
of Tulsa.

After an extensive food and bever-
age career working for a national
firm, he settled in Tulsa.

The restaurant’s head chef is
Benjamin West who received his
classical training in Canada from
the George Brown Culinary
School in Toronto and has worked

in fine dining and on five-star
cruise lines.

La Villa’s menu endeavors to mirror
the airy, open feeling of its interior
with its current seasonal menu of sal-
ads, sandwiches and soups.

Local produce from Scissortail
Farms, which produces sustainable
produce through hydroponic farm-
ing, is used for its salads. 

The restaurant also offers catering
and event services and a much-raved-
about Sunday Brunch, 10:30 a.m.-
2:30 p.m. The brunch is on the
affordable end, at $24.95, and
includes seafood, carved meats and
seasonal specialties.

I chose to bring my mother for
lunch at La Villa on a Saturday after-
noon recently.

I started with a Spicy Bloody Mary
upon a recommendation I received
earlier in the week from a friend, who
did not steer me wrong. It had just the
right amount of spice and tanginess. I
would return just to have another one.

For our appetizer, we chose the Pan
Seared Crab Cakes. Two cakes come
per order, and they are brimming
with crab, making the cakes hearty
yet still light and moist.

For our entrees, I chose the La Villa

Turkey Burger, upon the suggestion
of our waitress. The burger is topped
with avocado, cheddar cheese,
sautéed onions, lettuce, tomato and
grilled pineapple. The pineapple
added an unexpected yet welcome,
sweet flavor to the burger.

My mother ordered the Quiche,
which is a vegetarian dish. It was

light and moist, and I appreciated the
flavor nuances that I could detect,
and our waitress said that it is a pop-
ular dish. However, I could see some
individuals walking away disappoint-
ed that the flavors were not stronger.

For dessert, I was in the mood for
something light, so I chose the
Lemon Tart, which, aside from the

Bloody Mary, got my vote as my
favorite item. It was light and sweet
but still tart. And the flavors only
improved upon a few moments of
savoring.

La Villa Restaurant is open Tues.-
Sat. 11 a.m.-2 p.m. as well as for
Sunday Brunch. Call 918-748-5367
to make a reservation.

LOCAL DINING

PHILBROOK DINING: Siegmund Brown, left, proprietor of La Villa Restaurant, stands with La Villa Head
Chef Benjamin West in the restaurant’s dining room at Philbrook Museum of Art. La Villa serves lunch Tuesday-
Saturday and Sunday Brunch. Pictured at left is the restaurant’s Lemon Tart, which was light and flavorful.
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JAZZ DINNER: On Nov. 14, Tulsa’s Table’s Pop-Up Jazz Dinner will be held at Girouard
Vines, 817 E. 3rd St. The dinner will be the first in a series of dinners benefitting efforts to
empower at-risk youths through mentorship opportunities. The Pop-Up Jazz Dinner is
hosted by Girouard Vines and Hope Egan, second from left of Red Thistle Catering Co. The
evening will feature live music, local food and wine pairings.

WHITE FLAG REOPENS: White Flag Pub + Grub, 116 S. Elgin Ave., in downtown
Tulsa, celebrated its official reopening Oct. 10. The menu includes from-scratch pub food
items, such as St. Louis and Detroit style pizzas, wings, nachos, and Smash Burgers, plus
Oklahoma craft beers.

CHILI COOK OFF: Steve Abbott, with Electrical Products, stands with three types of
chili that he entered in the Chili Cook Off that was held Oct. 14 and was hosted by Elliott
Electric Supply, 6917 E. 12th St. 

DOWNTOWN TULSA RESTAURANT:A winter opening is planned for Take 2: A Resonance
Café, 309 S. Main St., in the former Grand Selections space. An initiative by the local nonprofit
Resonance Center for Women, Take 2 is a transitional program that provides skills training, short-
term housing and immediate employment for women when they release from prison. 

ROSSY GILLE for GTR Newspapers
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Courtesy photo Courtesy Kinslow, Keith & Todd, Inc.
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Tulsa State Fair Livestock Shows Teach Values
The Tulsa State Fair Junior

Livestock Auction is a time honored
tradition that celebrates and rewards
agricultural youth across the state of
Oklahoma. Thousands of 4-H and
FFA Oklahoma youth traveled to
Tulsa to compete in the State
Championship of Livestock Shows
in hopes of winning the prestigious
title of Grand Champion.  

The most superior animals are
showcased in the annual Tulsa
State Fair Junior Livestock
Auction, which rewards these vic-
torious individuals for their hard
work and accomplishments.
Livestock Shows provide youths
opportunity to advance their
knowledge and careers and teach
hard work, dedication, responsibil-
ity, loyalty, pride and teamwork.  

AUCTION TIME: Mike Spradling, left, with Fairgrounds Trust
Authority, and Greg Conway, executive director Tulsa Boys Home, were
both present at the Tulsa State Fair’s Junior Livestock Auction on Oct. 8.

ENJOYING THE FESTIVITIES: From left, Mark Andrus, CEO of
Expo Square, County Commissioner John Smaligo, John Weidman,
Tulsa attorney and long-time supporter of the Junior Livestock Auction,
and County Commissioner Karen Keith pose at the Tulsa State Fair’s
Junior Livestock Auction. 

Tulsa State Fair Reports a ‘Goat-Tastic’Year
The 2015 Tulsa State Fair fin-

ished its 11-day run Oct. 11 and
saw an estimated attendance of 1.2
million.

“Throughout the year, our team
plans, builds and prepares for Tulsa’s
largest family event.  There is a lot
of pressure that goes into executing
an event of its size,” says Mark
Andrus, president and CEO of Expo
Square. “With over 800 scheduled
events taking place during an eleven
day span, every detail is discussed
and considered with the best interest
of our community in mind.”

Fair organizers saw a nine percent
increase in Midway ride sales, a 41
percent increase in Sky Ride sales
and a six percent increase in
ExpoSERVE Concession sales in
comparison with 2014.  

For the second year in a row, the
Junior Livestock Auction raised
over $600,000 in scholarship fund-
ing for Oklahoma 4-H and FFA

youth, selling 167 animals (see
article below).  

The Tulsa State Fair hosted Disney
on Ice Frozen. Disney on Ice saw a

54 percent increase in ticket sales. 
“The growth and improvements

of the fair continue with the over-
whelming support of our patrons,”

says Fair Manager Amanda Blair.
“The amount of hard work, as well
as team work, produced a positive
result focused on blending tradi-

tions with the high intensity enter-
tainment our patrons expect.”

The 2016 Tulsa State Fair will be
held Sept. 29-Oct. 9.

HIGH DIVING PIRATES: The High Diving Pirates perform at the 2015
Tulsa State Fair, which was held Oct. 1-11. This year, fair organizers report-
ed an estimated attendance of 1.2 million and a nine percent increase in
Midway ride sales, a 41 percent increase in Sky Ride sales and a six per-
cent increase in ExpoSERVE Concession sales in comparison with 2014.  

ANIMAL-CENTRIC: Lexie Robinson poses with her goat Peaches
during the Tulsa State Fair. The fair held livestock activities starting
Sept. 24 through the last day of the fair, Oct. 11. For the second year in
a row, the Junior Livestock Auction raised over $600,000 in scholarship
funding for Oklahoma 4-H and FFA youth, selling 167 animals. 
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HEALTH & WELLNESS

John Barson, D.O., will present a lecture on
aerospace and occupational medicine during
the 32nd annual Primary Care Update, to be
held Nov. 6-8 at the DoubleTree by Hilton
Hotel Tulsa - Warren Place.

Barson, a graduate of Oklahoma State
University College of Osteopathic Medicine,
is the deputy regional flight surgeon for the
Federal Aviation Administration in Georgia.
His father, John Barson, Ed.D., was the
founding president of the Oklahoma College
of Osteopathic Medicine and Surgery, now
known as Oklahoma State University Center
for Health Sciences and OSU-COM.

Other featured speakers at the continuing
medical education conference include
Michael Picco, M.D. and John Manfredonia,
D.O. Picco will speak on chromoendoscopy,
an advance in the detection of dysplasia in
ulcerative colitis. He is the lead study investi-

gator in the use of chromoendoscopy at the
Mayo Clinic in Florida.

The conference will feature additional well-
known speakers who will lecture on a variety
of primary care topics, including atrial fibril-
lation, refractory depression treatment strate-
gies, abnormal uterine bleeding, managing
decompensated liver disease, lung nodules
and cancer screening, chronic renal failure,
appropriate use of anti-HIV medication,
domestic parasitology, healthy bones, and
geriatric care. The conference also will offer a
proper prescribing lecture approved by the
Oklahoma State Board of Osteopathic
Examiners. 

The conference is open to practicing and
retired physicians and health care profession-
als, students, interns, residents and fellows.
For more information or to register for the
conference, visit healthsciences.okstate.edu.

John Barson to Speak at 
OSU-CHS Conference

TANDY MEDICAL ACADEMIC
BUILDING BREAKS GROUND

In October, Oklahoma State University
Center for Health Sciences (OSU-CHS)

hosted a groundbreaking for the $45 million
A.R. and Marylouise Tandy Medical
Academic Building.

The 84,000-square-foot Tandy Medical
Academic Building will include a state-of-
the-art hospital simulation center to provide
training for the OSU College of Osteopathic
Medicine. The hospital simulation center
will include a fully operational emergency
room, operating room, intensive care unit,
birthing suite and ambulance bay, enabling
students to practice procedures and skills
commonly utilized in hospitals across the
country.

“The Tandy Medical Academic Building
will enable the College of Osteopathic
Medicine to continue offering the best med-
ical training in Tulsa,” said OSU President
Burns Hargis. “It will help us fulfill our land
grant mission to train physicians to care for
the citizens of Oklahoma.”

The A.R. and Marylouise Tandy
Foundation provided $8 million toward con-
struction of the four-story building. Other
significant donors to the Tandy Medical
Academic Building include the Anne and
Henry Zarrow Foundation, the Honorable
Terry Kern and Jeanette Kern, Tim
Headington, Blue Cross and Blue Shield of
Oklahoma, and Jean and Gary Goodnight,
D.O. More than $33 million has been gener-
ated to date from private gifts and Center for
Health Sciences funds to pay for construc-
tion.

“We are excited to support the OSU Center
for Health Sciences in its efforts to train
physicians who want to live and work here,”
said Paul Giehm, senior vice president of
Trust Company of Oklahoma and Tandy
Foundation advisor. “OSU has taken a lead
role addressing our state’s health care needs
and the Tandy Medical Academic Building
will transform the quality of physician and
patient care training offered to students, res-
idents, physicians and other health care
workers.”

The Tandy Medical Academic Building
will include an expanded clinical skills lab, a
new osteopathic manipulative medicine lab,
a tiered lecture hall, 18 exam rooms, class-
rooms, two lecture halls, conference facili-
ties, more than 20 small breakout rooms, 55

student study carrels, a student kitchen and
additional faculty and staff office space to
accommodate the increased student popula-
tion at OSU Center for Health Sciences.

“The OSU Center for Health Sciences and
College of Osteopathic Medicine have been
a vital medical education training facility in
Tulsa for more than 40 years. The Tandy
Medical Academic Building will only fur-
ther advance our outstanding reputation for
training quality primary care physicians,”
said OSU-CHS President Kayse Shrum,
D.O. 

“Our students, residents and faculty physi-
cians provide treatment for thousands of
Tulsans every year through our clinic system
and the OSU Medical Center. The state-of-
the-art training that will be provided in the
Tandy Medical Academic Building will help
us utilize the best treatment and prevention
options to combat the many health dispari-
ties that continue to plague our community.”

The clinical skills and osteopathic manipu-
lative medicine laboratories will be nearly
double the square-footage of existing facili-
ties on campus. The labs will include broad-
cast equipment that enables students to
watch professors demonstrate clinical tech-
niques, like casting or suturing, on large-
screen monitors around the room.

The Tandy Medical Academic Building
will be a community resource, enabling
OSU to strengthen training partnerships
with health care educators and providers in
Tulsa and across Oklahoma.

The Tandy Medical Academic Building
will be utilized by OSU-COM students, res-
ident doctors, physicians, faculty, first
responders and other allied health profes-
sionals for hospital care training. The build-
ing will facilitate training, educational pro-
grams and camps for thousands of medical
residents, nurses, emergency services per-
sonnel and other health care professionals
from across the state, as well as students
from public, private and charter schools.

Construction on the Tandy Medical
Academic Building will also include an
adjoining five-level parking garage. OSU
officials anticipate the building will be com-
pleted in 2017.

FlintoCo is serving as construction manag-
er on the building, which was designed by
Dewberry.

EXPANDING FACILITIES: Oklahoma State University Center for Health Sciences
officials and donors, including OSU President Burns Hargis, fifth from left, hold framed
keepsakes that they received from OSU medical students at the October groundbreaking
for the $45 million A.R. and Marylouise Tandy Medical Academic Building.

EMILY RAMSEY for GTR Newspapers

mailto:dgrady97@gmail.com
www.mychoiceok.com
http://goo.gl/n4v3sT
www.northpointwealth.com
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Hillcrest Claremore Celebrates 60 Years of Service
On Oct. 1, Hillcrest Hospital

Claremore celebrated 60 years of
service to the community. During a
private reception, State Senator
Marty Quinn introduced a procla-
mation on behalf of the City of
Claremore that was also sponsored
by Representative Mark Lepak. The
hospital also hosted a community
birthday bash later in the month to
celebrate the hospital’s history.

Hillcrest Claremore opened its
doors in February 1955 as
Claremore Health Center, a munic-
ipal hospital owned by the City of
Claremore. The city managed the
hospital for 24 years until 1979
when the City Council and the hos-
pital’s board voted to involve a pro-
fessional healthcare management
company to run the hospital. From
1979 to 1983, the hospital was
managed by HAI, which later
merged with HCA. After a 1983
vote by the citizens of Claremore,
the hospital was put up for sale by
bid. American Medical
International purchased the hospi-
tal later that year and changed its

name to Claremore Regional
Medical Center. Over the next three
decades, the hospital changed own-
ership and names multiple times.

In 2011, the hospital was
acquired by Ardent Health
Services and joined Hillcrest
HealthCare System. In addition to
Hillcrest Claremore, the system
includes six hospitals: Hillcrest
Medical Center, Hillcrest Hospital
South and Tulsa Spine & Specialty
Hospital in Tulsa, Hillcrest
Hospital Cushing, Hillcrest
Hospital Henryetta, and Bailey
Medical Center in Owasso. The
system also includes two physician
groups, Oklahoma Heart Institute
and Utica Park Clinic.

In 2012, the hospital formally
changed its name to Hillcrest
Hospital Claremore, and since
then, the hospital has flourished
through Ardent’s investment in its
services, infrastructure and people.
Shortly after the acquisition, the
facility completed an $800,000 ren-
ovation and has since added new
technology and service lines.

The expansion of cardiology
services at Hillcrest Claremore is
one of the most notable changes to
date. Today, five Oklahoma Heart
Institute (OHI) cardiologists regu-
larly see patients in this clinic.
And, earlier this year, Hillcrest
Claremore opened a state-of-the-
art cath lab. Now, OHI physicians
are able to provide select
advanced treatments at Hillcrest
Claremore.      

Hillcrest HealthCare System
recently expanded its Peggy V.
Helmerich Women’s Health Center
to Hillcrest Claremore. The new
Peggy V. Helmerich Women’s
Health Center at Hillcrest
Claremore offers high-quality,
compassionate labor & delivery
care supported by the renowned
team of providers and advanced
services of the Peggy V. Helmerich
Women’s Health Center at
Hillcrest.

Through Utica Park Clinic,
Hillcrest HealthCare System’s
physician group, citizens of
Claremore have access to leading

providers in primary and specialty
care.

Today, Hillcrest Claremore pro-
vides care for more than 61,000

patients a year, welcomes more
than 600 newborns into the world
and employs approximately 400
people.

COMMUNITY SERVICES: Among those celebrating Hillcrest Hospital
Claremore’s 60 years of service Oct. 1 were, from left, are Kevin Gross,
CEO of Hillcrest HealthCare System; David Chaussard, CEO of Hillcrest
Hospital Claremore; Dava Baldridge, chief nursing officer of Hillcrest
Claremore; Dr. Arash Karnama, Hillcrest Claremore chief of staff; Kevin
Nowak, CEO of Oklahoma Heart Institute Hospital at Hillcrest
Healthcare System; and David McGrail, CFO at Hillcrest Claremore.

Courtesy Hillcrest 

Hospitality House Holds Fundraiser
On Oct. 15, Hospitality House of

Tulsa celebrated nine years of pro-
viding a home away from home for
families facing medical crises with
its Dine, Donate & Dash fundrais-
er, held at Hospitality House of
Tulsa, 1135 S. Victor Ave. The
event featured local food trucks,
music and giveaways to support the
organization’s mission.

Since its opening in 2006, the
nonprofit has lodged nearly 2,400
families, served close to 43,000
meals and continues to maintain a
waiting list averaging 16 families
per day. ROSSY GILLE for GTR Newspapers

20th ANNIVERSARY: Members and employees of Crossroads
Clubhouse, 1888 E. 15th St., came together to celebrate the organi-
zation’s 20th anniversary in October. Crossroads provides services
for adults with mental disabilities, aiding them in locating jobs,
housing and educational and social opportunities.  

ROSSY GILLE for GTR Newspapers

DINE, DONATE & DASH:
From left, Charlotte Long,
Health & Caregiving educa-
tion coordinator for
Hospitality House of Tulsa;
Donna Behrens, Hospitality
House volunteer; and Rebecca
Mankiller, Hospitality House
development coordinator,
enjoy the festivities at
Hospitality House’s Oct. 15
fundraiser Dine, Donate &
Dash. The event featured local
food trucks, music and give-
aways to support the organiza-
tion’s mission..

seniorstar.com
www.gtrnews.com
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This year marks 50 years for Oral
Roberts University. 

According to a university
spokesperson, the university, which
opened in 1965, began with a call
from God: “raise up your students
to hear My voice, to go where My
light is dim, where My voice is
heard small, and My healing power
is not known, even to the uttermost
bounds of the earth. Their work will
exceed yours, and in this I am well
pleased.”

This founding vision has been the
driving force behind what is regard-
ed as one of the premier spirit-
empowered universities in the
world.

“Our 50th anniversary celebration
finds us dreaming once again,” says
ORU President William M. Wilson.
“The world needs ORU now more
than it did 50 years ago. Our excep-
tional academic experience in an
atmosphere of spiritual integrity
and intensity has positioned us for
significant global impact. Looking
beyond the horizon into the next 50
years, I am confident that the best is
yet to come.”

ORU is currently operating from a
position of strength, with no long-
term debt and no deficit. Since
2008, more than $100 million has
been spent on campus improve-
ments, and the school has experi-
enced seven consecutive years of
enrollment growth, with the largest
increase yet this fall.

“At this historic milestone we
remain committed to the values that
have made ORU great,” says
Wilson, “Whole Person Education,
instructional excellence, the work
of the Holy Spirit, the authority of
God’s word, global connectivity and
a supportive, loving, joyful cam-
pus.”

ORU is home to students from
every state in the U.S., Puerto Rico
and 86 nations around the world. 

The university recently opened an
international center on campus that
is overflowing with record num-
bers of international students.
ORU Online, utilizing a propri-
etary student portal, saw a 108-per-
cent increase in enrollment during
2015.

Additionally, the school has
launched a state-of-the-art digitally
integrative learning platform,
known as OneCampus. This innova-
tive platform will open up new
opportunities for anyone in the
world, anywhere in the world to
experience ORU’s Whole Person
Education. “OneCampus is deliver-
ing on the promise that every glob-
al citizen can be connected to the
Tulsa campus experience through

digitally streamed bi-directional
content,” says Wilson.

The university has also launched
a 50th anniversary campaign: “To
the Uttermost Bounds of the
Earth.” The campaign’s three com-
ponents: Globalization of Whole
Person Education, Quest Whole
Person Scholarship, and an
enhanced physical campus, have
inspired alumni and friends to
commit more than $40 million
toward the campaign goal of $50
million, thus far. Additionally, the
campaign is making significant
progress toward a goal of $20 mil-
lion in deferred gifts to strengthen
the university’s endowment.

Through this campaign, the ORU
Global Learning Center will open
debt free in mid 2016, featuring 11
interactive integrative classroom
spaces, offices, a video recording

studio, a 700-seat performance hall
and a state-of-the-art virtual/aug-
mented reality room. The center
will serve as the central hub for
OneCampus and other new digital
academic initiatives.

The 50th Anniversary Campaign
will allow the university to build its
first-ever track and field facility
and replace the existing tennis
courts with a tennis center that fea-
tures state-of-the-art surfaces,
fences and lighting. Additionally,
an apartment-style residence is
planned for upperclassmen.

As the university celebrates its
50th anniversary, Wilson is looking
forward to a bright future.

“While we celebrate the accom-
plishments of the past, we are most
excited to see what God has in
store for the 21st century,” says
Wilson. “I am honored to serve at
an institution that is empowering
tomorrow’s leaders. Our remark-
able students will make significant
contributions to society and a tan-

gible difference for Christ in the
world.”

The university held a week of cel-
ebration, called its 50th Anniversary
Global Celebration Week, Oct. 19-
24, with numerous events, includ-
ing a media launch kick-off event
Oct. 19 where school and commu-
nity leaders held a ribbon-cutting
ceremony for the newly renovated
Prayer Tower lobby, which features
an exhibit highlighting the history
of ORU. Other Global Celebration
Week events included the opening
of a new legacy exhibit in the base
of the world-recognized Prayer
Tower, an academic lecture series, a
special service featuring Reinhard
Bonnke, a gala featuring speakers
Will and Gigi Graham and per-
former Sandi Patty, the Ultimate 5K
Arena Challenge, and a parade. The
week finished with a once-in-a-life-
time concert with Planetshakers
from Australia in the ORU J.L
Johnson Baseball Stadium and a
fireworks display.

Oral Roberts University Celebrates 50 Years

RENOVATED PRAYER TOWER: On Oct. 19, Oral Roberts
University officials and community leaders attended a ribbon-cutting
ceremony for the school’s newly-renovated Prayer Tower lobby. From
left are ORU Board of Trustees member Mark Sterns, Student Body
President Peyton Luke, ORU First Lady Lisa Wilson, ORU President
William M. Wilson, Congressman Jim Bridenstine, County
Commissioner Karen Keith, President and CEO of the Tulsa Regional
Chamber Mike Neal, and ORU Alumni Board Chair Chris Busch.

BRIGHT FUTURE: ORU President William M. Wilson speaks during
Oral Roberts University’s ribbon-cutting ceremony for the school’s
newly-renovated Prayer Tower lobby on Oct. 19. The lobby features an
exhibit highlighting the history of ORU.
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Career Training Prepares Students for College

Each day, Tulsa Tech helps stu-
dents make their own path to dis-
cover a new career and prepare for
a successful
future. Students
are provided
quality training
with work-based
experience and
placement and
resources that
are critical for
making the tran-
sition from the
classroom to the
workplace.  

Many students
choose to con-
tinue their edu-
cation beyond
their career tech
training, and the
college relations
department at
Tulsa Tech helps
them understand
the next steps of
continuing their education. 

Students have the opportunity to
take their knowledge, skills and
certifications to an area college or
university and earn college credit
through Prior Learning
Assessment (PLA). PLA is an
evaluation and assessment of an
individual’s life learning for col-
lege credit, certification or
advanced standing toward further
education and, most importantly,
allows students to save time and
money spent on their college
degree.

Angela Morris, college relations
coordinator, works with her team
to assist students with PLA and
feels it is important to help stu-

dents understand the benefits of
this unique program.

“Our department is dedicated to
helping all stu-
dents who wish to
further their edu-
cation to under-
stand this
process,” Morris
says. “Students
first select a col-
lege or university
that has a degree
they want to earn,
then we work
with that school
to receive college
credit through
PLA.”

Former Tulsa
Tech student
Sallina Sanchez,
currently a senior
at the University
of Central
Oklahoma and
studying strategic

communications, works part time in
the college relations department and
feels some people may have misper-
ceptions about the relationship of
career tech training and college.

“I disagree with people who think
if you attend Tech, you can’t go to
college,” Sanchez says. “I think it
helps you prepare for college.
Especially if you already have an
interest in a particular career area,
the training you receive at Tulsa
Tech can help you jumpstart your
education and help you prepare for
some of the basic college classes in
your area of study.”

Paige Foret, a college freshman
currently studying political science
at Tulsa Community College, also

feels that the training she received
at Tulsa Tech helped her prepare
for the next step of her educational
path.

“I wasn’t a great student in high
school,” says Foret. “All of my
studying skills came from Tech,
and the academic centers really
helped me prepare for many of the
initial classes I’m taking in col-
lege.”

Foret, who also works part time
in the college relations department,
feels that she is in a great position
to help those students who may be
following in her footsteps.

“I really enjoy the work we do,”
Foret says. “It gives me a great
opportunity to share my experi-
ences with current students who
may be interested in attending col-
lege.”

Tulsa Tech students make their
own path, as they prepare for suc-
cessful careers. For students whose
path may include continuing their
education at a college or university,
the college relations department is
a valuable resource.

“Our team will be conducting
classroom presentations to all Tech
students during their final semes-
ter,” Morris says. “Our goal is to be
sure that each student is armed
with the tools they need to contin-
ue toward a degree beyond the
training they receive at Tulsa
Tech.”

If you’re currently looking for
quality business and industry train-
ing, exciting classes for high school
students or wish to explore a life-
changing career, Tulsa Tech invites
you to visit today. For more infor-
mation, please call 918-828-5000,
or visit us online at tulsatech.edu.

News from
Tulsa Tech

By DR. STEVE TIGER
Superintendent

Prior Learning Assessment at Tulsa Tech Helps 
Ease Transition Into Higher Education

POST-SECONDARY PREPARED: Former Tulsa Tech students
Sallina Sanchez, left, a senior at the University of Central Oklahoma and
studying strategic communications, and Paige Foret, a Tulsa Community
College freshman studying political science, both utilized Tulsa Tech to
help them successfully transition into college after high school. 
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TPS Announces Support Staff Needs
In October, Tulsa Public

Schools announced that it is cur-
rently hiring support positions,
including in the areas of child
nutrition, transportation and
operations. 

At the time of the announce-
ment, vacancies included 36 bus
drivers, 23 cafeteria assistants,
five cooks, 14 custodians and 19
maintenance workers. In mainte-
nance, there is a need for licensed
plumbers, electricians and HVAC
technicians.

“Our district serves nearly
40,000 students each day and
that takes many people including
our valued support profession-
als,” says Deborah A. Gist, TPS
superintendent. “For example,

bus drivers play such an impor-
tant role in our district delivering
our students to school safely and
on time each day. Our students
can’t learn if they’re not in
school.” 

The district recently raised its
starting pay for bus drivers to
$11.21 per hour.

Those interested in applying can
visit www.tulsaschools.org/careers
for job postings and more infor-
mation about Tulsa Public
Schools. To inquire about child
nutrition positions, call 918-746-
6352.  Prospective bus drivers
may call 918-833-8100 for infor-
mation. For custodial or mainte-
nance positions, call 918-833-
8000.

INTERESTED SUPERINTENDENT: Tulsa Public Schools
Superintendent Dr. Deborah Gist, second from right, met with school site
teachers and principals in August to discuss the needs of the district.

LOCAL PRODUCE: Shoppers look at pumpkins at the Tulsa
Farmers’ Market on Cherry Street in October. The last day for the
summer market was Oct. 24. The Brookside Winter Market, located in
the east parking lot of Whole Foods Market, at 41st Street and Peoria
Avenue, begins Nov. 7 and carries local produce, breads, meats,
cheeses, eggs and Made in Oklahoma prepared foods. 

ANTI-BULLYING RALLY

UNITING COMMUNITY: The Central High School Drumline per-
forms Oct. 6 at Stand Up Against Bullying, a bullying prevention rally
hosted by the Oklahoma Center for Community Justice with the help of
the Anti-Bullying Collaboration at Guthrie Green in downtown Tulsa.

EMILY RAMSEY for GTR Newspapers

ROSSY GILLE for GTR Newspapers

EMILY RAMSEY for GTR Newspapers

Fifth Street 
Work Begins

Construction began in October
to extend Fifth Street downtown
between Denver and Elwood
avenues. The project will provide
access for traffic and emergency
vehicles to the Tulsa County
Courthouse, Tulsa Central
Library, and Aloft Tulsa
Downtown and will create new
and accessible traffic patterns for
the area.

Fifth Street will be constructed
of concrete pavement, with cob-
blestone-look stamped concrete
along each side of the road. New
street lights will be added on both
sides, as well as bollards to sepa-
rate the vehicle and pedestrian
areas. A new traffic signal will be
installed at Fifth Street and
Denver Avenue to accommodate
the new traffic patterns.

The new road will be built on
the Civic Center Plaza Level over
the existing parking garage. The
plaza and supporting columns
beneath it will be strengthened to
support vehicle traffic including
fire trucks. The street will end in
a roundabout at Elwood Avenue,
surrounding the stairway to and
from the street-level parking area.

The City of Tulsa has contracted
with Crossland Heavy
Contractors for the $5,952,100
project. Funding sources include
the City of Tulsa - Fix Our
Streets, Tulsa County, Tulsa City-
County Library and the Aloft
Tulsa Downtown.

The project is scheduled for
completion by summer 2016 in
order to coordinate with the
opening of the renovated Central
Library.

www.ttcu.com
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Tulsa to Host the Big 12
Wrestling Championships

The Big 12 Conference has selected Tulsa
to host the 2017 and 2018 Big 12 Wrestling
Championship. The event will be hosted at
the BOK Center, March 4-5, 2017 and
March 3-4, 2018.

“The selection of Tulsa and BOK Center by
the Big 12 Conference as the host of the Big
12 Wrestling Championship is a major suc-
cess for the community,” says BOK Center
General Manager Jeff Nickler. “This is the
perfect opportunity for us to provide the ath-
letes, coaches and fans with a unique Tulsa
experience that will resonate with them even
after the event ends.” 

This event will not only continue to solidi-
fy Tulsa and BOK Center as a premier desti-
nation for college sports but will bring
approximately 5,000 attendees and an esti-
mated annual economic impact of $1.3 mil-
lion. 

“We consider this opportunity a huge win
for the Tulsa community, and we are excited
for Tulsans and visitors alike to experience
the thrill of a Big 12 Championship again,”
says Ray Hoyt, president of VisitTulsa and
Tulsa Sports Commission. “We know that
BOK Center and the Tulsa community will
provide all those in attendance an excellent
experience both on and off the mat.” 

The Big 12 Wrestling Championship will
expand to a two-day event with a 10-team
field in 2016. Iowa State, Oklahoma,
Oklahoma State and West Virginia will be
joined by six wrestling affiliate members Air
Force, Northern Colorado, North Dakota
State, South Dakota State, Utah Valley and
Wyoming. The wrestlers participating in the
Big 12 championship will be competing for
berths into the NCAA Wrestling
Championship.

RUNNING FOR GLORY: Bishop Kelley’s Jake Percy runs for long yardage in an Oct.
9 home game against Shawnee. Bishop Kelley won the game, 34-21.

RIP STELL for GTR Newspapers

typros10.com
www.skincareyamdermocosmetic.com


By GLENN HIBDON
GTR Sports Writer

His icy glare can penetrate the soul and strike
fear in the hearts of most tough guys roaming
free in the ECHL. His demeanor can intimi-
date even the bravest warriors on ice. But
despite bashing baddies and using his physical
presence to control the game, Nathan Lutz is
no monster. Far from it. There is still a softer,
gentler side to the Tulsa Oilers defenseman,
captain and bellwether.   

“I couldn’t do what I’ve done in my career
without my family. They are my biggest sup-
porters,’’ says Lutz, who at 37 is the oldest and
perhaps wisest player on the Oilers’ roster.
“One of my favorite parts of the game, a ritual
that I started, is when they see me and blow me
kisses during pregame warmups. That makes
me feel so good. I use the butt end of my stick
to draw hearts on the glass, and I see their faces
light up. I want to go out and do my best for
them.’’

Lutz may have a gruff and scary exterior, but
inside he’s all family man. Wife Kayla, four-
year-old daughter, Abby, and one-year-old son,
Brooks, are indeed his biggest fans. They’re in
a club that includes most Oilers followers.

Starting his third season in Tulsa and 15th as
a pro, the 6-1, 230-pound native of Mistatim,
Saskatchewan, has played in 138 games for the
home team with 14 goals, 58 assists, 204
penalty minutes and a plus-32 rating. Lutz has
toiled in eight different pro leagues and said
he’s ready to retire following the 2015-16 cam-
paign.

The iron man plans on leaving Tulsa, the
Winnipeg Jets’ farm team, to work on a real
farm back home. Lutz spends the off season

laboring on his grandfather’s and father’s 2,500
acre plantation and doing stucco work with a
friend. Lazy he is not. Winning hockey cham-
pionships is secondary only to providing for
his family.   

“As soon as the season is over, I help cultivate
and get the seeds in the ground,’’ says Lutz,
who raises wheat and oats on the family land
that goes back four generations to his great-
grandfather, an Austrian immigrant who
homesteaded the property.

“I get up from five to seven every morning.
Working on the farm is really not a summer
vacation, but that’s the plan (after retiring from
hockey). I grew up on the farm working every
summer, and I come from a small town with
good family values. I always wanted to play
hockey, and my family (and community) has
always supported me.’’

Also supporting Lutz are the Oilers and their
fans. He’s been a defensive force along the
blue line and hasn’t shown signs of slowing
down due to his advancing age. R-e-s-p-e-c-t is
his middle name. He commands it and receives
it from teammates and opponents alike.

“I take pride in being a leader. I don’t have to
have a letter on my jersey to be one,’’Lutz says.
“It’s not just on the ice but how you carry your-
self off the ice with people in the community.
It’s how you represent yourself to younger
players. I want to be able to help them to be the
best they can be.’’

This season, Lutz is playing under a new
coach in Jason Christie, but his role will still be
the same. He will lead on and off the ice and
anchor the Oilers’ efforts to win its first ECHL
championship.

“I knew of him (Christie) 14 years ago when
I played against his Peoria team,’’Lutz remem-
bers. “He conducts probably the hardest (pre-
season) camp I’ve ever been a part of in my
career. He’s very demanding, and it’s a big
change from what we’ve done before.

“It’s tough to say what kind of season we will
have. Soon, he will become the winningest
coach in this league and when you come to the
rink, he demands your best. I know we will
have good speed and play an uptempo game.

We will be physical and get in your face. I
think we will be an all-around good team.’’

Lutz says he loves to win but hates to lose
more. Toward that end, he’s prepared to do
whatever it takes to make his final season with
the Oilers memorable.

“I’ve never been the most talented player, but
I do what I can to help the team,’’ he says. “If
that means fighting every once in a while, I
will do what I have to do. Being tough is more
than fighting, it’s being mentally tough.

“Farming is no joke. It’s mentally strenuous
because there is adversity in farming just like
in hockey. You work 15- to 18-hour days, and
there are things (like weather) that are not in
your control. You’ve got to be both mentally
and physically tough.’’

Through hard work and refusing to give up,
Lutz has learned how to win whether in a
wheat field or a hockey rink. This macho hon-
cho has become philosophical about life, real-
izing there are no guaranteed tomorrows. Love

your family and love the game today. Enjoy
what you have now, be thankful and persevere.

“I’ve won championships, and I would love
to win another one,’’ he says. “I had a goal to
play in the NHL, but I made a lot of mistakes
and I can’t look back. I could have worked
harder, but if I played at a higher level, I might
not still be playing. My wife helps me focus on
the now. Yesterday is gone. All I can do is be
the best person and hockey player I can be.’’

Lutz says he has made a commitment to his
family to retire to the farm, and many emo-
tions are running through his mind. He’s excit-
ed and admittedly a little scared. He says he
wants to “go out with a bang’’ and that could
mean bad news for Tulsa foes on ice.  

No matter if Lutz’s gaze makes opponents’
blood run cold, no matter if he’s crashing oppo-
nents into the boards or drawing hearts and
blowing kisses to his kids, he has a passionate
soul, and Oilers fans consider themselves bet-
ter for it.
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Oilers’ Nathan Lutz Ready for Ice, Farm

VETERAN STAR: Nathan Lutz, 37, is the Tulsa Oilers defenseman, captain and bell-
wether.   Starting his third season in Tulsa and 15th as a pro, he has played in 138 games
for the home team with 14 goals, 58 assists, 204 penalty minutes and a plus-32 rating. Lutz
plans to retire following the 2015-16 campaign.

CHAMBER ACES: The Tulsa Regional Chamber held its Annual Fall Golf Scramble
at Cedar Ridge Country Club Sept. 28.  Representing the Tulsa Regional Chamber
team are, from left, Matt Pivarnik, Phil Eller, Dave Kollman and Rick Hudson.

GTR Newspapers photo

Courtesy Tulsa Oilers

Buzz Gets New Sports Director
Steve Braun has accepted the position of

sports director/co-host with KTBZ AM
1430 the Buzz Tulsa, where he previously
worked as a board operator and producer
from 2010-12.  Braun replaces Chris Plank.

A mainstay in the Rogers State athletic
department as assistant athletic director of
operations, Braun will take his talents to the
local sports radio scene after spending eight
years at Rogers State.

Braun served as sports information direc-
tor from 2011 until his promotion in 2014,
where he assisted in the publicity efforts and
media operations for all of RSU’s sports.
Prior to being named sports information
director, he spent one year as the media rela-
tions intern on the Hill.

A 2010 graduate of RSU, Braun recently
served on the Staff Advisory Council, is a
member of the Alumni Association board,
and the Homecoming committee. As a stu-
dent, he was a media relations student assis-

tant for three years and was the voice of
Hillcat Softball on RSU Radio 91.3 FM in
2010 and 2011.

As the assistant AD for operations, Braun
coordinated game operations, marketing,
and helped with implementing compliance
efforts. He was a driving force behind the
athletic department’s video streaming
efforts, while contributing to the Hillcats’
social media presence.

“Working at my alma mater has been an
amazing experience and made leaving the
Hill all the more difficult,” Braun said. “It’s
been an honor to be along for such an
incredible journey as a member of Hillcat
athletics and a part of my life I will always
hold dear. I appreciate the student-athletes,
coaches, administrators and the Rogers
State community for making the last eight
years of my life some of the best. I am excit-
ed to start the next chapter of my life, but I
truly will be Forever A Hillcat!”

www.positivepins.com
mailto:pnlady@aol.com
oruathletics.com
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ULTIMATE TRAINING FACILITY

OFF OF HWY 169 and 61st ST.
(918) 459-0399 allstarsportscomplex.com

• Baseball Camps
• Batting Cages

• Miniature Golf
• Video Arcade

NEO A&M Honors Tom Osborne as First Legend
By TERRELL LESTER
Editor at Large

Northeastern Oklahoma A&M
College boasts an illustrious lega-
cy of athletics supremacy.

There are the six national cham-
pionships in football. There are
national championships in basket-
ball and wrestling.

There are the national junior col-
lege hall of famers. Coaches.
Athletes.

Alumni have dotted professional
rosters in baseball, football, bas-
ketball.

The two-year institution in
Miami, which traces its roots to
1919, recently added another
chapter to its book of influence.

In September, the NEO depart-
ment of athletics hosted an on
campus a fund-raiser under the
banner of the “first annual
Legends Series.”

No less a legend than Tom
Osborne was the featured guest
and speaker.

Alone, Osborne might have suf-
ficed for the “legends” part of the
soiree at any other venue or fund-
raiser.

But NEO is not just any institu-
tion.

There is a community-wide
pride that envelops the campus
and the nationally recognized ath-
letics program.

NEO is the only two-year school
of the 11 within the borders of
Oklahoma still playing football.

While all other state junior col-
lege football programs have been
eliminated, NEO has stayed the
course established by S.A. “Red”
Robertson, the iconic coach who
guided the Norsemen from 1945
through 1966.

For the seven decades since the
end of World War II, NEO has
consistently been hailed as the
standard by which all junior col-

lege football programs are meas-
ured.  

Osborne’s appearance in
September validates NEO’s rank.

He was, after all, one of the
greatest football coaches in
NCAA history, guiding Nebraska
to three national championships
before serving three terms in the
U.S. Congress.

Yet for one night in September,
in Miami, Oklahoma, it was diffi-
cult to distinguish between the
Osborne celebrity and the legend
that is Northeastern A&M foot-
ball.

The theme of the night,
“Legends Series,” was indeed
focused on the soft-spoken, God-
fearing presence of Osborne.

But Norsemen from seasons
gone by were greeted with waves
of appreciation and adoration
resembling national championship
celebrations.

Former Tulsan Chuck Bowman,
who coached the Norsemen foot-
ballers to two national champi-
onships (1967 and 1969) in his
five seasons, was serenaded by the
nearly 200 guests in a surprise
observance of his upcoming 80th
birthday.

Bowman, who coached at Tulsa
Central and Tulsa McLain before
moving on to NEO, recognized
more than a dozen of his players
from the undefeated 1969 team.

Guests in the audience included
such notables as University of
Oklahoma legend Clendon
Thomas, former University of
Tulsa football coach David Rader,
former University of Kansas and
Oral Roberts University basket-
ball coach Ted Owens, and former
University of Oklahoma and
University of Nebraska football
assistant Jerry Pettibone.

Scores of NEO Hall of Fame
members were scattered through-
out the Calcagno Family Ballroom

of NEO’s Bruce G. Carter Student
Union, including Tulsa residents
and former Norsemen Gene Hart
and J.V. Haney.

Dale Patterson, NEO director of
athletics and one-time head foot-
ball coach of the Norsemen,
pulled the event together and
served as the evening’s personable
co-host, along with school presi-
dent Jeff Hale.

Current NEO football coach
Ryan Held conducted a question-
answer session with Osborne, his
former coach. Held played at
Nebraska (1993-96) and later
served as a graduate assistant
(1997) under Osborne.

“I was always impressed with his
knowledge of the game,” Osborne
said during the evening.

The 78-year-old Osborne, who
fashioned a 25-year record of 255-
49-3 at Nebraska, was first elect-
ed to the House of
Representatives in 2001. Upon

leaving Congress, he returned to
Nebraska as director of athletics
before retiring in 2013.

He touched on a number of top-
ics during his warm and casual
presentation. It was like having a
conversation over coffee with the
family patriarch on an autumn
morning.

He talked about his coaching
rivalry with the University of
Oklahoma and Barry Switzer.
“One of the healthiest rivalries in
all of football,” Osborne called it.

Harkening back to those days of
Switzer’s wishbone offense,
Osborne broke into a small grin
when he said: “I had more bad
moments in Oklahoma than good
ones.”

He showed his spiritual side,
noting a relationship with the
Fellowship of Christian Athletes
that began when he was an athlete
at Hastings (Neb.) College in the
1950s.

Speaking in a voice that was a
little raspy, Osborne was cordial
and downright gracious. He

signed scores of autographs, on
just about everything from hel-
mets to napkins. Poised and gen-
teel, he readily posed for photo-
graphs with anyone clutching a
cellphone.

As he sat facing Held for the
Q&A, Osborne was relaxed and
spontaneous.

It was obvious that Osborne was
enjoying the championship atmos-
phere provided by NEO, not to
mention having the opportunity to
reunite with a former player.

Held asked Osborne what was
behind his decision to leave a Hall
of Fame career in athletics to enter
the halls of Congress.

“Well, I think I lost my mind,”
Osborne said, a twinkle in his eyes
triggering a smile that illuminated
a room.

A College Football Hall of Fame
coach with a down-to-earth hall of
fame personality was just the right
combination to help Northeastern
A&M celebrate in one night a rich
and irrevocable 70-year history of
athletics.

THUNDEROUS CROWD: A packed house watched the Oklahoma City Thunder
defeat the Dallas Mavericks, 100-88, in an exhibition game at Tulsa’s BOK Center Oct.
13.  It was the Thunder’s seventh exhibition game in Tulsa since the team moved to
Oklahoma City from Seattle.  

SUCCESSFUL COACH: Tom
Osborne in the University of
Nebraska’s Memorial Stadium dur-
ing his tenure as one of the great
college football coaches of all-time. 

PRESIDENTIAL WELCOME: Northeastern A&M President Jeff Hale,
left, presents a token of his appreciation to guest speaker Tom Osborne.

TERRELL LESTER for GTR Newspapers

EMILY RAMSEY for GTR Newspapers

Courtesy University of Nebraska

allstarsportscomplex.com
tulsahurricane.com
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HURRICANE BASKETBALL: The Tulsa Golden Hurricane are ready for the upcoming sea-
son. Tulsa opens at home Nov. 14 against Central Arkansas, then will host Wichita State Nov. 17.

KEYARRIS GARRETT: The Tulsa senior was recently added to Biletnikoff Award Watch
List, honoring him as one of the best wide receivers in the nation. This photo was taken dur-
ing last season’s game against SMU at Chapman Stadium. 

GOAL ORIENTED: The Oilers’Brian Nugent gives it his all at the net in the team’s home
opener against Wichita at the BOK Center Oct. 16.

THUNDER ACTION: Oklahoma City’s
Mitch McGary works hard under the basket
during the Thunder’s Oct. 13 exhibition
game vs. Dallas at the BOK Center.

HARRY LENTZ for GTR Newspapers

HARRY LENTZ for GTR Newspapers
Courtesy University of Tulsa

Special to GTR Newspapers

tulsarun.com
tulsarun.com
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DATE VISITOR HOME
Aug. 28 Holland Hall 41 Casady 21
Aug. 29 College of DuPage 33 NEO 31
Sep. 3 OSU 24 Central Michigan 13

Pittsburg State 38 NSU 14
Texas Inst. of A&T 23 NEO 53
Seaworth 0 Webster 40
Sand Springs 61 Hale 8

Sep. 4 Memorial 31 Central 14
Bartlesville 47 East Central 0
Midwest City 16 BTW 28
McLain 41 Mannford 14
Bishop Kelley 21 Edison 7
Southlake Carroll 34 Union 30
Jenks 58 Bixby 24
Broken Arrow 21 Owasso 0
Cascia Hall 35 Holland Hall 29
Metro 55 NOAH 2
Victory 47 Kansas 8
Warner 37 Summit 0

Sep. 5 Florida Atlantic 44 TU 47
UTEP 13 Arkansas 48
Akron 3 OU 41
Lincoln 57 Davis 20

Sep. 10 NSU 13 Fort Hays State 27
Sep. 11 East Central 7 Bixby 71

BTW 62 Central 6
Bishop Kelley 19 Bishop McGuinness 16
Hale 0 Sapulpa 55
Webster 31 Rogers 51
McLain 63 NOAH 14
Memorial 35 Edison 15
Jenks 45 Union 27
Broken Arrow 24 Coppell (Tex.) 17
Muskogee 25 Owasso 34
Cascia Hall 14 Bartlesville 42
Holland Hall 7 Lincoln 44
Metro 42 Oklahoma Christian 6
Victory 47 Lighthouse Christian 18
Liberty 8 Summit 22

Sep. 12 Toledo 16 Arkansas 12
OU 31 Tennesee 24 
Central Arkansas 8 OSU 32
TU 40 New Mexico 21
NEO 30 Blinn College 31

Sep. 18 Hale 6 Edison 62
Central 50 NW Classen 0
Webster 31 OC Capitol Hill 8
East Central BTW (cancelled)
Rogers 6 Woodward 38
Hilldale 42 McLain 7
Memorial 16 Noah 7
Union 42 Broken Arrow 18
Owasso Jenks (cancelled)
Bixby 57 Springdale (AR) 38
Millwood Cascia Hall (cancelled)
Oakridge 41 Holland Hall 34
Claremore Sequoya Metro (cancelled)
Shiloh Christian Victory (cancelled)
Oklahoma Christian 0 Lincoln 48

Sep. 19 TU 38 OU 52
Texas Tech 35 Arkansas 24

DATE VISITOR HOME
Sep. 19 Texas San Antonio 14 OSU 69

Missouri Western 24 NSU 17
Tyler Junior College 27 NEO 40

Sep. 25 Memorial 13 Bishop Kelley 35
Broken Bow 23 Central 6
Webster 21 Dewey 19
Tahlequah 38 East Central 22
BTW 68 Ponca City 7
Morris 0 Rogers 27
Catoosa 21 McLain 42
Edison 20 Pryor 26
Hale 0 Skiatook 37
Putnam City North 7 Union 63
Jenks 66 Putnam City 7
Broken Arrow 56 Yukon 21
Norman North 35 Owasso 52
Bixby 47 Claremore 27
Cascia Hall 45 Miami 0
Holland Hall 28 Trinity Valley 0
Stilwell 0 Metro 51
Victory 54 Okmulgee 6
Lincoln 58 Verdigris 16
Ketchum 65 Summit 14

Sep. 26 OSU 30 Texas 27
Texas A&M 28 Arkansas 21
Arkansas Baptist 24 NEO 54
NSU 14 Emporia State 55

Oct. 1 OC Capitol Hill 0 Edison 71
Sapulpa 24 BTW 63
Owasso 41 Southmore 60

Oct. 2 Kelleyville 14 Webster 45
Bishop Kelley 0 McAlester 45
Central 19 Sallisaw 34
East Central 12 Coweta 58
Roland 62 Rogers 27
Vinita 20 McLain 47
Durant 6 Memorial 30
Noble 55 Hale 8
Union 52 Norman North 24
Norman 10 Jenks 63
Putnam City 7 Broken Arrow 63
Bartlesville 50 Bixby 33
Cascia Hall 7 Wagoner 14
Greenhill 14 Holland Hall 31
Poteau 42 Metro 41
Checotah 48 Victory 18
Lincoln 49 Sperry 7
Summit 22 Fairland 61

Oct. 3 Arkansas 24 Tennesee 20
West Virginia 24 OU 44
Kansas State 34 OSU 36
Houston 38 TU 24
NW Missouri State 59 NSU 7
NEO 14 Kilgore College 21

Oct. 8 Broken Arrow 70 Norman 0
Owasso 34 Moore 14

Oct. 9 BTW 47 Claremore 0
Edison 55 East Central 20
Ft. Gibson 35 Central 32
Shawnee 21 Bishop Kelley 34
Webster 45 Lincoln 14

DATE VISITOR HOME
Oct. 9 McLain 51 Cleveland 48

Rogers 27 Checotah 62
Memorial 49 Noble 45
Hale 0 Durant 52
Southmore 24 Union 52
Jenks 48 Westmoore 0
Bixby 43 Ponca City 21
Oologah 43 Cascia Hall 7
Holland Hall 7 FW Coutry Day 28
Metro 41 Muldrow 14
Victory 18 Beggs 48
Afton 44 Summit 18

Oct. 10 Arkansas 14 Alabama 27
OU 17 Texas 24
Louisiana Monroe 24 TU 34
OSU 33 West Virginia 26
NEO 41 Navarro 46
NSU 31 Nebraska-Kearney 14

Oct. 15 Central 28 Muldrow 36
Berryhill 43 Webster 6
East Central 6 Grove 35
Beggs 34 Rogers 14
McLain 6 Wagoner 42
Skiatook 21 Memorial 7
Bishop Kelley 42 Hale 0
Union 42 Owasso 14
Edmond Santa Fe 21 Jenks 56
Westmore 6 Broken Arrow 45
Sapulpa 17 Bixby 53
Vinita 13 Cascia Hall 34
Fort Gibson 21 Metro 37
Hilldale 22 Victory 20
Dewey 14 Lincoln 70
Summit 12 Foil 6

Oct. 16 Bartlesville 14 BTW 17
Collinsville 13 Edison 28
St. Mark’s 42 Holland Hall 13

Oct. 17 TU 17 East Carolina 30
OU 55 Kansas State 0
Missouri Southern 21 NSU 31
Cisco College 20 NEO 23

Oct. 23 Memphis TU
Rogers Victory
Stilwell Central
Webster Verdigris
East Central Pryor
BTW Bixby
Miami McLain
Tahlequah Edison
Shawnee Memorial
Hale McAlester
Union Moore
Broken Arrow Jenks
Owasso Mustang
Cascia Hall Catoosa
Holland Hall All Saints
Lincoln Kelleyville
Hominy Summit
Noble Bishop Kelley

Oct. 24 Texas Tech OU
Kansas OSU

DATE VISITOR HOME
Oct. 29 Auburn Arkansas

NEO Trinity Valley
NSU Central Missouri
Okmulgee Rogers

Oct. 30 Memorial Hale
Central Metro
Sperry Webster
Sand Springs BTW
McLain Cascia Hall
Edison Coweta
Bishop Kelley Skiatook
Mustang Union
Jenks Edmond Memorial
Edmond Santa Fe Broken Arrow
Edmond North Owasso
Bixby Muskogee
McLain Cascia Hall
Victory Morris
Lincoln Tahlequah Sequoya
Rejoice Summit

Oct. 31 TU SMU
Tennesee-Martin Arkansas
OU Kansas
OSU Texas Tech
Central Oklahoma NSU

Nov. 5 Collinsville East Central
Nov. 6 Poteau Central

Webster Westville
BTW Muskogee
Rogers Hilldale
Oologah McLain
Edison Grove
Memorial McAlester
Shawnee Hale
Union Edmond North
Yukon Jenks
Edmond Memorial Broken Arrow
Owasso Putnam City North
Bixby Sand Springs
Cascia Hall Cleveland
Metro Salisaw
Victory Stigler
Berryhill Lincoln
Summit Quapaw

Nov. 7 Central Florida TU
Iowa State OU
TCU OSU
Arkansas Ole Miss
Washburn NSU

Nov. 14 TU Cincinnati
Arkansas LSU
OU Baylor
OSU Iowa State
NSU Lindenwood

Nov. 21 Navy TU
TCU OU
Baylor OSU
Mississippi State Arkansas

Nov. 27 TU Tulane
Missouri Arkansas
OU OSU

GTR 2015 COMPOSITE FOOTBALL SCHEDULE

www.tax.ok.gov


L-3 AMI and the State of
Oklahoma have celebrated the
expansion of the L-3 AMI division
facility in Broken Arrow at a press
conference held Sept. 29 at the L-3
AMI building located at 12518-D
E. 60th Street (on the corner of 61st
Street and 129th East Avenue).

L-3, headquartered in New York
City, is a prime contractor in aero-
space systems and national security
solutions. L-3 is also a leading
provider of a broad range of com-
munication and electronic systems
and products used on military and
commercial platforms.

The L-3 AMI division facility in
Broken Arrow designs and pro-
duces a wide range of hardware
products for use in simulators,
training devices and other applica-
tions. AMI duplicates any type of
cockpit, workstation or control con-
sole to a high-level of fidelity and
then delivers it to prime govern-
ment contractors for final system
integration.

In March 2014, L-3 Link added
60 jobs to the Broken Arrow site.
The Broken Arrow location now
has 207 employees. At the new
location, L-3 Link plans to hire 30
employees. L-3 has about 1,400
employees in Oklahoma and about
45,000 worldwide. Work at the
Tulsa location, which is across the
street from the Broken Arrow site,
will consist of making helicopter
simulators for the U.S. Navy.

“The support that L-3 AMI has

received from both local and state
entities has been invaluable in
assisting our Broken Arrow facility
to grow its workforce and gain the
resources needed to continue to
expand our business,” said Leonard
Genna, president, Link Simulation
and Training for L-3. “Due to this
support, we have been able to fill
positions within L-3 AMI that are
critical to the fulfillment of con-
tracts, enabling us to continue that

work for a number of years. We rec-
ognize that the state supports our
expansion efforts and is a key rea-
son why we have been able to main-
tain and grow a stable workforce.”

“L-3 is a world class company
that continues to bring high-tech,
high salary jobs to Oklahoma,” said
Governor Mary Fallin. “Their con-
tinued expansion and success is
great news for Broken Arrow and
the entire state.” 

Genna also added, “Governor
Fallin has been greatly engaged in
supporting these growth efforts,
underscored by her meeting with
L-3 at the Paris Air Show, in addi-
tion to her sustained efforts on
our behalf to invest in new facili-
ties in Oklahoma communities
while growing the size of our
workforce. Oklahoma is very
competitive in providing a wel-
coming business climate, an atti-

tude that has been demonstrated
by both the Governor and Broken
Arrow’s Economic Development
Corporation.”

“L-3 AMI is a valued employer
for Broken Arrow. We are pleased
to hear they are not only hiring but
are expanding their facilities to
meet the demands from continua-
tion of contracts,” stated Wes
Smithwick, president and CEO of
the B.A. Chamber and EDC.
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ClearRidge Announces Acquisition
ClearRidge, an Oklahoma

Investment Banking and Business
Advisory firm, announces the acqui-
sition of Oklahoma company
Eastpointe Industries (www.ep-
ind.com) by Long Trail Holdings
(www.longtrailholdings.com).

Eastpointe has been manufacturing
custom, structural retro-fit commu-
nication tower components, as well
as new towers for over 18 years.
Eastpointe has the distinct capability
to fabricate retro-fit components that
exactly fit the existing wireless
tower, without the need for costly
refab work on site.  Demand for their

products continues to increase every
year.  Eastpointe’s products are
shipped all across the U.S. for the
leading U.S. wireless providers and
tower owners, including Crown
Castle, American Tower, AT&T,
Verizon, US Cellular and T-Mobile.

Long Trail Holdings focuses exclu-
sively on investing in growing, entre-
preneurial or founder-owned busi-
nesses that are looking for a partner
to take their business to the next
level.   Eastpointe is an ideal oppor-
tunity for Long Trail Holdings given
the company’s focus on superior cus-
tomer service, reputation for quality

and timeliness, consistent repeat
customer orders and reputation with-
in the industry as a reliable solutions
provider.

ClearRidge (www.clearridgecapi-
tal.com) advised the owners of
Eastpointe in its search for a partner
to help expand the platform that it
built. “Long Trail Holdings was cho-
sen as the ideal partner due to our
experience working alongside entre-
preneurs and founders, ability to
source key management through our
relationships within Eastpointe’s
industry, and our transparent and
partnership-oriented approach to
deal making,”  says Bruce Jones,
managing director of ClearRidge.
“Long Trail Holdings had the shared
vision for the continued growth of
Eastpointe, as well as the industry
experience through their Board and
limited partners that made them
stand out as the ideal partner for
Eastpointe.” 

Eastpointe was represented in the
transaction by Bruce Jones and
Matthew Bristow, Managing
Directors of ClearRidge.  Terms of
the transaction are not disclosed.

BA Police, Fire Unions Back
Vision 2025 Tax Renewal

On Nov. 10, Broken Arrow vot-
ers will go to the polls to decide
whether the existing Vision 2025
sales tax should be renewed.

John Cockrell, president of the
International Association of
Firefighters Local 2551, and
Thomas Cooper, president of the
Fraternal Order of Police 170
Lodge, both say their organiza-
tions are solidly behind the pro-
posal.

Two questions will appear on the
ballot. One will make available a
dedicated resource of $3.9 million
for public safety needs that
include the hiring of 20 new police
officers and 20 new firefighters.
The other will add $3.3 million to

improve traffic flow and update
118 lane miles of streets.

In designing the tax extension
proposition, Cockrell and Cooper
said city leaders kept a clear focus
on those things badly needed to help
make the community a better place
to live and work. High on that prior-
ity scale is public safety manpower.

Cooper pointed out that Tulsa has
one police officer for every 508 citi-
zens. Broken Arrow has one officer
for every 807 citizens.

“The fact this is one of the safest
cities in America is a tribute to the
skill and dedication of the men and
women in our department,” he says.
“But the reality is we now have more
than 100,000 residents and more

families are moving here every day.
As our population continues to grow,
something simply has to give.”

Cockrell said firefighters face a
similar scenario.

Over the past 10 years, he says,
responses by department personnel
have grown by 88 percent while the
number of full-time firefighters and
paramedics is up only 22 percent.

“A ‘yes’ vote allows us to maintain
seven fully staffed, properly
equipped stations to provide the best
possible fire protection and deal
with medical emergencies every
firefighter has been cross-trained to
handle,” he says.

Polls open Nov. 10 at 7 a.m. and
will close at 7 p.m.

L-3 AMI Continues Impressive Expansion

CHAMBER APPRECIATION: Wes Smithwick, president and CEO of
the Broken Arrow Chamber of Commerce, thanks L-3 AMI for its con-
tinued economic support of the region.

GUBERNATORIAL SALUTE: Oklahoma Governor Mary Fallin
presents a salutation of appreciation to representatives of L-3 AMI at the
Sept. 29 announcement.
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PO Box 13557

Denver, CO 80201

Energy Sector Among Highest Taxed
With taxes and income inequality

taking center stage in the recent
presidential debates, the personal
finance website WalletHub recently
released its latest S&P 100 Tax
Rates report. This report provides an
in-depth analysis of the 2014 rates at
which S&P 100 companies – collec-
tively worth more than $11 trillion
as of Sept. 30 – are taxed at the state,
federal and international levels.
Key Stats
• S&P 100 companies pay rough-

ly 24 percent lower rates on
international taxes than U.S.
taxes.

• Tech companies, including
Apple, Cisco Systems and
Google, are still paying more
than 25 percent lower rates

abroad, continuing the trend
from 2013.

• The average S&P 100 company
pays an 11 percent higher tax

rate than the top three percent
of consumers.

For the full S&P 100 Tax Rate
report, visit wallethub.com

Companies Paying the 
Highest Taxes

1 Anadarko Petroleum 
2 Occidental Petroleum
3 Devon Energy 
4 Citigroup 
5 Walgreens Boots Alliance 
6 Unitedhealth Group 
7 Exxon Mobil 
8 Facebook 
9 CVS Caremark  
10 ConocoPhillips 

Companies Paying the 
Lowest Taxes

1 Morgan Stanley
2 Amgen
3 General Electric
4 General Motors
5 Mondelez International
6 Celgene
7 QUALCOMM
8 Bristol-Myers Squibb
9 Time Warner
10 Medtronic

NORDAM Continues Exclusive Airbus Service
Airbus Material and Supply

Chain Services in the Americas
has provided, installed, calibrated
and approved their proprietary,
production-grade tooling at the
NORDAM Repair Division to
facilitate all A320 Sharklet repairs
- up to and including replacement
of damaged skin panels, which
cannot be achieved without these
specific fixtures.

NORDAM is the first and cur-
rently only company in the
Americas qualified by Airbus on
A320 classic and NEO Sharklets
to replace skin panels and perform
repairs that are outside of the
Airbus Structural Repair Manual.

These distinctions allow the
Tulsa-based aerospace firm to
offer a geographically advanta-
geous option for Airbus operators
in the region. 

“Adding the Sharklet to our
capabilities is yet another mile-
stone in nearly two decades of
service to Airbus and our airline
customers flying Airbus fleets,”
Executive Vice President of
Repair Divisions Basil Barimo
says. “We’re reinforcing our posi-
tion as the maintenance and repair
organization of choice for Airbus
flight-control repairs.”

The A320 Sharklet is made from
lightweight composite material - a
key area of both manufacturing

and repair expertise for NOR-
DAM. According to Airbus, the
Sharklet can add additional range
or increased payload capacity and
improve aerodynamic perform-
ance with a four percent overall
fuel-burn savings. 

As the preferred North
American repair station for
Airbus, NORDAM also repairs
proprietary flight-control surfaces
used on the A320, A330, A340,
A350, A300-600 and A310, and
replaces Airbus elevator skin pan-
els and attach fittings on A320,
A300-600 and A310 for cus-
tomers throughout the global air-
craft community. Additionally, the
NORDAM Transparency Division
manufactures A320 landing light
lenses, wingtip lenses and cabin
windows for Airbus and offers
these transparencies direct to
A320 operators under special
licensing.

About Nordam
Headquartered in Tulsa and

employing 2,500 people across
nine facilities on three continents,
NORDAM is one of the world’s
largest independently owned aero-
space companies. The firm
designs, certifies and manufac-
tures integrated propulsion sys-
tems, nacelles and thrust reversers
for business jets;  builds compos-

ite aircraft structures, interior
shells, custom cabinetry and
radomes; and manufactures air-
craft transparencies, such as cabin
windows, wing-tip lens assem-
blies and flight deck windows.
NORDAM also is a major third-
party provider of maintenance,
repair and overhaul services to the
military, commercial airline and
air freight markets. Learn more
about NORDAM at
NORDAM.com.

About Airbus Material and
Supply Chain Services

Airbus Material and Supply
Chain Services is part of the Satair
Group; a standalone company and
wholly-owned subsidiary of
Airbus S.A.S. Satair Group, was
officially launched on Jan. 1,
2014, as the merged organization
between the Airbus Material &
Logistics Management division
and Danish Satair A/S. Satair
Group works as one organization
to service both Airbus Material &
Logistics Management and Satair
commercial channels to maintain
strong customer and supplier rela-
tionships and fully exploit the
strengths of both brands. 

The Satair Group has more than
1.000 employees worldwide. For
more information visit
www.satairgroup.com. 

AIRBUS A320 SHARKLET
Photo by A. DOUMENJOU

SUCCESSFUL CHIEF:
Muscogee (Creek) Nation
Principal Chief George Tiger, to
the right of scissors, prepares to
cut the ribbon for the new
Muscogee (Creek) Citizenship
Office at the RiverWalk
Development Complex in Jenks
Oct. 19.  

Muscogee (Creek) citizens will
have the ability to renew their citi-
zenship cards and do other busi-
ness at the facility.  

Chief Tiger has had a very suc-
cessful tenure as head of the
Muscogee (Creek) Nation.  Among
his accomplishments are acquiring
the Okmulgee Memorial Hospital,
which was on the verge of shutting
down, assuming all debt and pay-
ing it off; now, the hospital is thriv-
ing under the Muscogee (Creek)
Nation Department of Health;
acquiring the George Nigh

Rehabilitation Center, which is
now the Muscogee (Creek) Nation
Rehabilitation Center; saving the
tribe $150 million by introducing
new initiatives such as going
“Going Green” and going paper-
less across the tribe, introducing
Laserfiche.

MyOn Literacy Program is suc-
ceeding in the public school sector
with the MCN jurisdiction.  Chief
Tiger has also introduced STEM
(Science, Technology, Engineering
& Mathematics) for students to
further their education and encour-
age them to think differently to
prepare for higher education.  The
Flying Tee virtural golf is still
under construction at RiverWalk
Crossing. The CDFI (Community
Development Financial
Institution) is providing funds to
tribal citizens who want to go into
business.  

Ferguson Opens Subaru Facility
Longtime Oklahoma dealership

and Broken Arrow business
Ferguson Superstore  hosted a
ground-breaking ceremony for
construction of the new location of
Ferguson Subaru Oct. 7. The new
Ferguson Subaru building will be
26,000 square feet when complet-
ed. It will feature a new Subaru
showroom and a new state-of-the-
art service facility. The service
facility will be a huge upgrade for
the service department featuring a
“Subaru Express Service” with
three service lanes, a new state-of-
the-art car wash, and a new cus-
tomer-focused waiting area

including a kids play area, wire-
less Internet, and complementary
refreshments and snacks.

Ferguson Superstore encompass-
es Ferguson Buick GMC,
Ferguson Kia and Ferguson
Subaru. Currently, Ferguson Kia
and Ferguson Subaru share the
same facility. The new building
will divide the two stores creating
a new Subaru facility and allowing
Ferguson Kia to stand alone in its
own facility. 

Stewart Brown, Ferguson
Superstore general manager, had
the following to say about the new
Subaru building, “Our entire man-

agement team is delighted with the
construction of the new facility. It
will enable us to better serve our
valued customers. Ferguson
Subaru is extremely excited to
bring this new Subaru facility to
Broken Arrow and to Green
Country.” The state-of-the-art
Subaru facility will be completed
in approximately 16 months.

In addition to civic, chamber
and business leaders attending
the ground-breaking ceremony,
Broken Arrow City Councilor
Richard Carter and the award-
winning mascot Fergie Bear also
attended.

GTR Newspapers photo

http://www.satairgroup.com
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GTR CLASSIFIEDS

AUTO SALES /AUTO
DONATIONS

Donate Your Car to Veterans Today!
Help and Support our Veterans.
Fast - FREE pick up. 100% tax
deductible. Call 1-800-656-1632

AUTOS WANTED

CARS/TRUCKS WANTED! Top
$$$$$ PAID! Running or Not, All
Years, Makes, Models. Free
Towing! We’re Local! 7
Days/Week. Call Toll Free: 1-888-
416-2330

AUTOS WANTED

A-1 DONATE YOUR CAR FOR
BREAST CANCER! Help United
Breast Foundation education, pre-
vention, & support programs.
FAST FREE PICKUP - 24 HR
RESPONSE - TAX DEDUCTION
855-246-2246

AUTOS WANTED

GET CASH TODAY for any
car/truck. I will buy your car
today. Any Condition. Call 1-
800-864-5796 or www.car-
buyguy.com

A-1 DONATE YOUR CAR FOR
BREAST CANCER!  Help United
Breast Foundation education, pre-
vention, & support programs.
FAST FREE PICKUP - 24 HR
RESPONSE - TAX DEDUCTION
855-403-0213

BUSINESS SERVICES

DISH TV Starting at
$19.99/month (for 12 mos.)
SAVE! Regular Price $34.99 Ask
About FREE SAME DAY
Installation! CALL Now! 877-
648-0096

EDUCATION/CAREER
TRAINING

MEDICAL BILLING TRAINEES
NEEDED! Train at home to process
Medical Billing & Insurance! NO
EXPERIENCE NEEDED! Online
training at Bryan University! HS
Diploma/GED &
Computer/Internet needed. 1-888-
734-6711

EMPLOYMENT

Make $1000 Weekly! Paid in
Advance! Mailing Brochures at
Home. Easy Pleasant work.
Begin Immediately. Age
U n i m p o r t a n t .
www.HomeProfitsBiz45.com

EMPLOYMENT

HEALTH

**SUMMER SPECIAL** VIA-
GRA 40x (100 mg) +16 “Double
Bonus” PILLS for ONLY $119.00.
NO PRESCRIPTION Needed!
VISA payment required. 1-888-386-
8074 www.newhealthyman.com
Satisfaction Guaranteed!!

**FALL SPECIAL** VIAGRA
40x (100 mg) +16 “Double Bonus”
PILLS for ONLY $119.00. NO
PRESCRIPTION Needed!  VISA
payment required. 1-888-386-8074
w w w. n e w h e a l t h y m a n . c o m
Satisfaction Guaranteed!!

HEALTH & FITNESS

VIAGRA 100MG and CIALIS
20mg! 50 Pills $99.00 FREE
Shipping! 100% guaranteed.
CALL NOW! 1-866-312-6061

VIAGRA 100MG and CIALIS
20mg! 40 Pills + 10 FREE. SPE-
CIAL $99.00 100% guaranteed.
FREE Shipping! 24/7 CALL
NOW! 1-888-223-8818

VIAGRA 100mg, CIALIS 20mg.
50 tabs $90 includes FREE SHIP-
PING. 1-888-836-0780 or Metro-
Meds.net

Compare Medicare Supplement
Plans and Save! Call NOW during
Open Enrollment to receive Free
Medicare Quotes from Trusted,
Affordable Companies! Get cov-
ered and Save! Call 844-316-8193

HEALTH/MEDICAL

ED MEDICATION Only 1.80 Per
Pill, And The Best Part, The More
You Buy, The Lower The Price!
Call Us Pharmacy: 1-800-881-
1422

VIAGRA! FREE PILLS!
100mg/20 mg 40 Pills+4/FREE,
Only $99.00 Buy The Little Blue
Pill! Save $500.00 1-888-796-
8870

CAN’T BREATHE? 2 FOR 1
SALE All Nasal Sprays No RX
required / offer ends Nov 15/15
Canadian Pharmacy Mention
Code: BREATHE 1-888-848-1945
www.riverpharmacy.ca

VIAGRA! 52 Pills for only
$99.00! The Original Blue Pill.
Insured and Guaranteed Delivery
Call 1-888-410-0514

HOME RENTALS

STOP RENTING! Option To Buy!
Rent To Own. No Money Down!
No Credit Check! Call Now 1-877-
395-1291

LAND FOR SALE

MONTANA, WYOMING, New
Mexico acreage starting at
$485/acre. Owner financing
O.A.C. Building sites, roads,
views, elk, natl forest! 1-800-682-
8088 www.rmtland.com

MEDICAL

VIAGRA & CIALIS! 50 pills for
$95. 100 pills for $150 FREE ship-
ping. NO prescriptions needed.
Money back guaranteed! 1-877-
743-5419

MISCELLANEOUS/CAREER
TRAINING

AIRLINE CAREERS. Get FAA
approved maintenance training at
campuses coast to coast. Job
placement assistance. Financial
Aid for qualifying students.
Military friendly. Call AIM 888-
686-1704

MISCELLANEOUS

SUPPORT our service members,
veterans and their families in their
time of need. For more information
visit the Fisher House website at
www.fisherhouse.org

CASH FOR CARS,   Any Make or
Model! Free Towing.   Sell it
TODAY. Instant offer: 1-800-864-
5784  

Make a Connection. Real People,
Flirty Chat. Meet singles right
now!   Call LiveLinks. Try it
FREE. Call NOW: 1-888-909-
9905 18+.  

Struggling with DRUGS or
ALCHOHOL?  Addicted to
PILLS? Talk to someone who
cares. Call The Addiction Hope &
Help Line for a free assessment.
800-793-1951

DIRECTV $19.99 month 145+
Channels! FREE HBO Cinemax
Showtime Starz! FREE HD/DVR!
FREE NFL Sunday Ticket! Local
Installers! 1-800-342-1458

To place a GTR Classified, please email advertising@gtrnews.com, or call 918-254-1515

Happy at home but need some
help with activities of daily living?

Let My Choice find the 
perfect companion caregiver 

to assist you.

Our services range from meal prepa-
ration for your specific dietary needs,
running errands, light housekeeping,
and personal care assistance.  

Caregivers are carefully screened,
background checked, bonded and
insured.  We are local, licensed, and
available for 4 hours or 24 hours.  

My Choice
In Home Senior Services, LLC

(918)728-6085

http://www.car-buyguy.com
http://www.car-buyguy.com
http://www.car-buyguy.com
http://www.HomeProfitsBiz45.com
http://www.newhealthyman.com
http://www.riverpharmacy.ca
http://www.rmtland.com
http://www.fisherhouse.org
mailto:advertising@gtrnews.com
www.cancer.org
mailto:usa@classicrunners.com
mailto:jobs@oklawnexus.com
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MISCELLANEOUS

DISH TV Starting at $19.99/month
(for 12 mos.) SAVE! Regular Price
$34.99 Ask About FREE SAME
DAY Installation! CALL Now!
877-477-9659  

AVIATION Grads work with
JetBlue, Boeing, Delta and others-
start here with hands on training
for FAA certification. Financial
aid if qualified. Call Aviation
Institute of Maintenance 866-453-
6204  

CASH FOR CARS: All
Cars/Trucks Wanted. Running or
Not! Top Dollar Paid. We Come
To You! Any Make/Model. Call
For Instant Offer: 1-800-864-
5960

A PLACE FOR MOM. The
nation’s largest senior living refer-
ral service. Contact our trusted,
local experts today! Our service is
FREE/no obligation. CALL 1-800-
217-3942

CASH PAID for unexpired, sealed
DIABETIC TEST STRIPS! 1
DAY PAYMENT & PREPAID
shipping. HIGHEST PRICES!
Call 1-888-776-7771.
www.Cash4DiabeticSupplies.com

DIRECTV Starting at $19.99/mo.
FREE Installation. FREE 3
months of HBO SHOWTIME
CINEMAX starz. FREE HD/DVR
Upgrade! 2015 NFL Sunday
Ticket Included (Select Packages)
New Customers Only. CALL 1-
800-614-8506

Got Knee Pain? Back Pain?
Shoulder Pain? Get a pain-reliev-
ing brace -little or NO cost to you.
Medicare Patients Call Health
Hotline Now! 1- 800-491-6053

Junk Cars for Cash ($1,000+) All
Cars: Any Condition Cash Paid
Same Day! Instant Phone Quote!
No Title OK! 1-866-835-9249

MISCELLANEOUS

LEARNING TO READ can be
both fun and educational. Learn
more about this wholesome farm
book, Richard the Donkey and His
LOUD, LOUD Voice at
www.RichardTheDonkey.com

Make a Connection. Real People,
Flirty Chat. Meet singles right
now! Call LiveLinks. Try it FREE.
Call NOW: Call 1-877-737-9447
18+

Safe Step Walk-In Tub Alert for
Seniors. Bathroom falls can be
fatal.Approved by Arthritis
Foundation. Therapeutic Jets.
Less Than 4 Inch Step-In. Wide
Door. Anti-Slip Floors.
American Made. Installation
Included. Call 800-980-6076 for
$750 Off.

CHILDREN’S BOOK - Looking
for some wholesome reading mate-
rial for your young reader? Check
out Richard the Donkey and His
LOUD, LOUD Voice at
www.RichardTheDonkey.com

If you or a loved one took the
blood thinner Xarelto and had
complications due to internal
bleeding after January 2012 you
MAY be due financial compen-
sation.  Call Injuryfone 1-800-
410-0371

Junk Cars for Cash ($1,000+) All
Cars: Any Condition Cash Paid
Same Day! Instant Phone Quote!
No Title OK! 1-866-526-6410

MISCELLANEOUS

SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILI-
TY BENEFITS. Unable to work?
Denied benefits?  We Can Help!
WIN or Pay Nothing! Contact Bill
Gordon & Associates at 1-800-
290-8321 to start your application
today!

MISCELLANEOUS/WANTED
TO BUY

Want To Purchase Minerals And
Other Oil/Gas Interests. Send
Details To: PO Box 13557, Denver
CO 80201.

MONEY TO LEND/LOANS

ACCESS YOUR LAWSUIT
CASH! In an Injury Lawsuit?
Need Cash Now? Low Rates. No
Credit Checks/Monthly Payments.
Call Now     1-800-568-8321.

VIAGRA 100mg, CIALIS 20mg. 50
tabs $90 includes FREE SHIPPING.
1-888-836-0780 or Metro-Meds.net

WANTED TO BUY

CASH PAID- up to $25/Box for
unexpired, sealed DIABETIC
TEST STRIPS. 1-DAYPAY-
MENT.1-800-371-1136

EXTRA DIABETIC TEST
STRIPS? I Pay Top Dollar! 1 Day
Fast Payment Guaranteed Up To
$60 Per Box! Free Shipping!
www.Cashnowoffer.com or 888-
210-5233. Get Extra $10: Use
Offer Code: Cashnow!  

WANTED TO BUY

Cash for unexpired DIABETIC
TEST STRIPS or STOP SMOK-
ING PRODUCTS! Free
Shipping, Best Prices & 24 hr
payment! Call 1-855-440-4001
www.TestStripSearch.com

CASH PAID for older FENDER,
GIBSON, GRETSCH, MARTIN,
MOSRITE, NATIONAL guitars.
Paying $500-$25,000+ Please call
Crawford White in Nashville, 1-
800-477-1233, or email
NashvilleGuitars@aol.com

SUPPORT our service members,
veterans and their families in
their time of need. For more
information visit the Fisher
House website at www.fisher-
house.org

WANTED TO BUY

ADVERTISE to 10 Million Homes
across the USA! Place your ad in
over 140 community newspapers,
with circulation totaling over 10 mil-
lion homes. Contact Independent
Free Papers of America IFPA at
danielleburnett-ifpa@live.com or
visit our website cadnetads.com for
more information

Reader Advisory: The National Trade Association
we belong to has purchased the above classifieds.
Determining the value of their service or product is
advised by this publication. In order to avoid mis-
understandings, some advertisers do not offer
employment but rather supply the readers with man-
uals, directories and other materials designed to
help their clients establish mail order selling and
other businesses at home. Under NO circumstance
should you send any money in advance or give the
client your checking, license ID, or credit card num-
bers. Also beware of ads that claim to guarantee
loans regardless of credit and note that if a credit
repair company does business only over the phone it
is illegal to request any money before delivering its
service. All funds are based in US dollars. Toll free
numbers may or may not reach Canada.

GTR CLASSIFIEDS
To place a GTR Classified, please email advertising@gtrnews.com, or call 918-254-1515

Oil and Gas lease avail-
able in Carter County

Section 19” 
Call 918-520-1887

http://www.Cash4DiabeticSupplies.com
http://www.RichardTheDonkey.com
http://www.RichardTheDonkey.com
http://www.Cashnowoffer.com
http://www.TestStripSearch.com
mailto:NashvilleGuitars@aol.com
http://www.fisher-house.org
http://www.fisher-house.org
http://www.fisher-house.org
mailto:danielleburnett-ifpa@live.com
mailto:advertising@gtrnews.com
cashforcars.com
mailto:jobs@trcompanies.com


ROTARY CLUB OF TULSA LEADERSHIP: The Board of Directors of the Rotary Club of Tulsa was recently elected for the 2015-16 year.  Standing is Hannibal Johnson, chair-
man of the board; from left are Louann Buhlinger, vocational service director; past President Matt Davis, membership service director; Rhonda Daniel, immediate past president; past
President Del Dreyer, long-range planning liaison; Brian Bovaird, director-at-large (3 yrs.); Tony Oliva, director-at-large (2 yrs.); President Jeff Hassell; President-elect John Rains;
Paul Bauman, secretary-treasurer; Alisha Herrera, sergeant-at-arms; John Howland, director-at-large (1 yr.);Duff Weddle, international service director; and Paula Wood, youth serv-
ice director. Not pictured: John Dellavedova, community service director and Chuck Wilson, club service director.

Page 26 GREATER TULSA REPORTER NEWSPAPERS November 2015

CALL 918-254-1515 FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION

Fighting Fraud With EMV Chip Card Technology
By EMILY RAMSEY
Managing Editor

In today’s world, where cyber
attacks and security breaches are
becoming a more common occur-
rence, new technology is making
its way onto the scene to provide
greater protection for consumers
and institutions. One of those new
kinds of technology that have
moved from many European coun-
tries to the U.S. are chip-enabled
debit and credit cards.

Kim Adams, executive vice presi-
dent with Arvest Bank in Tulsa,
talked recently with GTR about
companies’ current efforts, includ-
ing Arvest, to move consumers to
chip-enabled debit and credit
cards.

Greater Tulsa Reporter: What
is a chip-enabled card?

Kim Adams: It is a form of EMV
technology that secures payment
transactions by authenticating the
card, verifying the cardholder and
authorizing the transaction, all
without revealing information
about the card, the cardholder or
the transaction in a format that can
be captured and read by unautho-
rized parties. EMV stands for
EuroPay, MasterCard and Visa, the
original developers of the technol-
ogy.

GTR: What is the difference in
the security level of cards with
magnetic strips versus chips?

KA: With magnetic strip cards,
which is what has been used on
most cards up to this point, card
information like the account num-
ber, expiration date, account hold-
er’s name and card type are embed-
ded into the strip. When the card is
swiped through a card reader, the
data is transferred through the
reader. Because the data on the
strip is not encrypted, it can be
copied and used to create fraudu-
lent cards and transactions. 

However, cards based on the
EMV technology use an embedded
microchip, instead of a magnetic
strip, to store data and are consid-
ered almost impossible to clone for
fraudulent purposes. The chips
encrypt a unique digital signature
for each purchase and require
either a PIN entry or a physical sig-
nature along with each purchase.

GTR: What is the difference for
consumers in conducting transac-
tions for chip-enabled cards as
opposed to magnetic strip cards?

KA: Instead of swiping the card
with the magnetic strip, the chip
end of the card is inserted into the
bottom of the chip-enabled reader
face up. The card should then
remain in the device until the read-

er’s screen says it is okay to remove
it.

GTR: Can chip-enabled cards
still be used at merchants who are
not chip-enabled?

KA: Yes, the magnetic strip on
the back of the card works the
same as with traditional cards. 

GTR: How will chip-enabled
cards affect customers’ ability to
use their cards while traveling? 

KA: It will make it easier, espe-
cially with international travel.
More than 130 countries, includ-
ing Canada, Mexico and most of
Europe have adopted chip-
enabled cards as their standard for
debit and credit transactions. It is
estimated that more than 70 per-
cent of all terminals outside of the
United States are chip-enabled.

GTR: How is Arvest adapting to
the new technology?

KA: After Oct. 19, Arvest cus-
tomers began receiving new debit
cards with chip-enabled technolo-
gy as their current debit cards
expire. Although, we have had
some customers request to pur-
chase a new card before their cur-
rent debit card expires, mainly if
they will be traveling outside of the
U.S. Many European countries
require EMV cards.

GTR: How should customers feel
about switching to EMV cards?

KA: If some people are hesitant
to switch, they should remember
that technology is going this way.
Businesses are also being encour-

aged to move in this direction.
EMV cards are going to help con-
trol fraud. 

At Arvest, our customers have
been asking for this new technolo-
gy, so we’re excited to offer it.

GTR Newspapers photo

1st Presbyterian Expands
First Presbyterian Church of

Tulsa hosted a ribbon cutting on
Oct. 1 to commemorate the open-
ing of the 8:10 Building located
at 810 S. Cincinnati Ave. in
downtown Tulsa. 

The 8:10 Building was erected
in the 1920s and originally
housed a Studebaker auto dealer-
ship. Most recently known as the
Avanti building, it has six floors
and more than 80,000 square feet. 

An innovative example of
“social entrepreneurship,” church
leaders say that the 8:10 Building

is an ongoing, self-sustaining
mission endowment that will har-
ness the rent paid by local busi-
nesses for the common good.
Every cent of the building’s net
profit will go directly to local
urban mission programs to uplift
families and individuals in need.
The 8:10 Building is the product
of creative thinking by church
leadership and several key mem-
bers, including Charles and
Peggy Stephenson who provided
the initial funding to make the
project possible. 8:10 BUILDING

FAITHFUL FIVESOME: Present after the ribbon cutting for First
Presbyterian Church’s 8:10 building are Bobby Pielsticker (8:10 building
committee chair), Charlie Stephenson (strategic planning committee) with
wife Peggy Stephenson, Dr. Jim Miller (co-pastor, First Presbyterian
Church), and Gordy Guest (CEO, Cyntergy).
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BUSINESS & PEOPLE NOTES
Brian Talkington

has joined NBC
Oklahoma as the
Tulsa market pres-
ident. He previ-
ously served as
vice president of
commercial lend-
ing for American
Heritage Bank
and has over 15 years of experi-
ence in the financial industry. 

Talkington earned his bachelor’s
in business administration from
the University of Oklahoma and
later graduated from the Graduate
School of Banking at Colorado.
He also completed the Oklahoma
Bankers Association Commercial
Lending School and is a member
of the Downtown Tulsa Rotary
Club. 

His wife, Lynette, has been a
teacher and is currently an admin-
istrator for Jenks Public Schools.
They have three children.

NBC Oklahoma is a $600 mil-
lion state bank with eight locations
across Oklahoma. It is an
Oklahoma-owned bank. Member
FDIC. Equal Housing Lender.

B l u e s t e m
Escrow & Title, a
Tulsa-based com-
mercial escrow and
title insurance com-
pany, announces
the addition of
Dale L. Astle as
commercial real
estate counsel.  

Astle is an attor-
ney with 40 years of experience in
commercial title insurance under-
writing, including work on many
of Oklahoma’s most significant
real estate projects and notable
landmarks. He is past president of
the Oklahoma Land Title
Association and a fellow of the
American College of Real Estate
Lawyers, as well as a frequent lec-
turer on topics related to the law of
real property.

Bluestem Escrow & Title, which
provides services throughout
Oklahoma, focuses on commercial
real estate transactions and is an
agent for several of the largest
national title insurers. For more
information about Bluestem
Escrow & Title, call 918- 921-3478
or visit www.bluestemok.com.

The Oklahoma State
University-Tulsa Board of
Trustees elected new officers for
the 2015-16 year during its
September board meeting.

Former Oklahoma Sen. Charles
Ford was selected as board chair-
man. Sean Kouplen, chairman
and chief executive officer of
Regent Bank, was named vice
chairman, and Brett Lessley, pres-
ident of Griffin Management Inc.,
will serve as board secretary.

In addition to the officers, the
OSU-Tulsa Board of Trustees
includes Robyn Ewing, senior vice
president and chief administrative
officer for Williams Cos.; Ed
Keller, former chairman and CEO
of JPMorgan Chase Oklahoma;
Tucker Link, chairman and founder
of Knightsbridge Investments; Dr.
Trudy Milner, family medicine
physician; Pete Patel, president and
chief executive officer of Promise
Hotels; and Henry Primeaux, for-
mer owner of Primeaux Kia. Link
and Milner are also members of the
OSU/A&M Board of Regents.

The trustees advise OSU-Tulsa
on administrative and student
services, facilities management,
academic offerings and other cam-
pus matters.

The board consists of nine mem-
bers, with seven appointed for
seven-year terms by the governor
and approved by the Oklahoma
Senate and two who are members of
the OSU/A&M Board of Regents.

YWCA Tulsa
a n n o u n c e s
Christy Huff as
the new director
of immigrant and
refugee services. 

Huff will man-
age a department
that serves
14,000-plus for-
eign-born residents annually and
will continue to steward YWCA
Tulsa’s reputation as a fully
accredited immigration agency
known for affordable and excep-
tional care. 

She is fluent in Spanish, profi-
cient in Portuguese and adept in
French. Prior to accepting this
position, Huff served as a senior
manager in the medical technol-
ogy field, traveling to and from
Latin American in order to man-
age training, operations and sur-
geon education programs. 

A more than 100-year-old
organization, YWCA Tulsa
recently redefined institutional
language regarding hallmark pro-
gramming, which is now encom-
passed in four main areas: health
and wellness, immigrant and
refugee services, racial justice,
and women’s empowerment.

Off icials at
Avansic, an e-
discovery and
digital forensics
firm, announced
the addition of
managed servic-
es, a new division
within the com-
pany. Launching
this month, the
new service was created to allow
clients more control over their e-
discovery projects. 

Founded in 2004 and headquar-
tered in Tulsa, Avansic provides
e-discovery and digital forensics
services to clients across the
country. Earlier this year, the
company moved into a larger
office space in downtown Tulsa
with a custom computer labora-
tory that founder Gavin  Manes,
a former computer science pro-
fessor, designed himself.  

What began as a digital foren-
sics firm with four people, has
now grown to 17 staff and six
categories of services, including
the recently added managed
services. Other services include:
data preservation, ESI
(Electronically Stored
Information) processing and e-
discovery, digital forensics,
online review, and expert servic-
es (providing testimony in vari-
ous settings). 

The new managed services cat-
egory will offer two options
within the service, online review
or  online review plus process-
ing, depending on the need of the
client.

Troy Boyer was recently hired
to oversee client relations and
sales of the managed services
division. Prior to joining
Avansic, Boyer had previous
experience in the litigation sup-
port services field. 

For more information, visit
www.avansic.com. 

David Kendrick,
M.D., M.P.H, the
CEO and founder
of MyHealth
Access Network,
Inc., (MyHealth)
has been elected
to national board
Strategic Health
I n f o r m a t i o n
Exchange Collaborative (SHIEC),
which is the national trade associ-
ation of health information
exchange (HIE) organizations.

HIEs use information technology
and trusted relationships in their
service areas to enable secure,
authorized exchange of patient
information among disparate
providers. By providing enhanced
access to all available and relevant
patient data, SHIEC HIE members
aim to improve the quality, coordi-
nation, and cost-effectiveness of
health care provided in their com-
munities.

Kendrick chairs the Department
of Medical Informatics at the
University of Oklahoma’s School
of Community Medicine and
serves the OU Health Sciences
Center as the assistant provost for
strategic planning. Dr. Kendrick is
a member of the board of directors
of the National Committee for
Quality Assurance and convening
faculty for the Comprehensive
Primary Care Initiative. 

MyHealth is a non profit coalition
that serves more than four million
patients and is focused on improving
health in Oklahoma and beyond by
implementing a community-wide
infrastructure for healthcare IT.  

James Kelley
was recently
named executive
vice president and
partner at The
Rowland Group
in Tulsa.  Kelley, a
transplant to Tulsa
from Dallas, start-
ed his career in the
staffing industry
after earning a degree in finance
from The University of Tulsa.
Before accepting an EVP and part-
ner role, he served as the director of
accounting and finance services for
The Rowland Group. Throughout
the span of his career in staffing, he
has specialized in accounting, infor-
mation technology and engineering.

Before moving into a manage-
ment role while at The Rowland
Group, Kelley was recognized in
2010 and 2011 as “Recruiter of the
Year” for his dedication, strong
work ethic and distinctive ability to
help clients grow their businesses.

Kelley currently serves on the
board of the Oklahoma Business
Ethics Consortium and the
Rebuilding Together Tulsa board
and is on the membership commit-
tee of Friends of Finance.

For more information, please visit
www.rowland-group.com or call
918-836-1900.

TALKINGTON HUFF KENDRICK

KELLEY

BOYER

ASTLE

HOTEL AND LODGING LEADERS: The Metro Tulsa Hotel and
Lodging Association, MTH&LA, held an informative luncheon at
the Cox Business Center Oct. 15.  The guest speaker was David
Davis, center, interim associate director for the School of Hotel and
Restaurant Administration at Oklahoma State University. Pictured
with Davis are board members Andrew Mungul, The Ambassador
Hotel; Nora Bowman, Holiday Inn City Center; Michelle Hartman,
SJS Hospitality; and Pete Patel, Promise Hotels.

ACROBATANT FOR MEALS ON WHEELS: Members of
AcrobatAnt,  a Tulsa-based advertising and marketing company,
spent a recent day volunteering for Meals on Wheels.  From left are
Sarah Haertl, Hal Collins, Audrey Chambers, Donna Keffer, Angela
Harless, Matt O’Meilia, Anna Montoto and Lale Samara.

GTR Newspapers photo

Courtesy photo

http://www.bluestemok.com
http://www.avansic.com
http://www.rowland-group.com
metrecycle.com


Some individuals wonder why
Tulsa has so many excellent
examples of Art Deco architec-
ture. My theory is that the popu-
larity of Art Deco
coincided with the
1920 boom years
in our town. Art
Deco was a bright,
brash, exciting,
new architecture,
the antithesis of
previous conserva-
tive, traditional
building styles. It
was an excellent
fit with a young,
vibrant growing
oil town. Although
the period years of
Art Deco’s popu-
larity were short-
lived (the style was
virtually extinct by
the end of World
War II), Tulsa was
left with dozens of
signif icant Art
Deco buildings. Of these build-
ings, my favorite is the Pythian
Building, 423 S. Boulder Ave.

In late 1928, J. M. Gillette and
Harry C. Tyrrell, both oil men and
financiers, hired architect
Eduardo W. Saunders to design an
office facility for them at the
northeast corner of 5th Street and
Boulder Avenue. A small three-
story office building (less than
50,000 square feet) was finished
in 1930. Although a 10-story
hotel tower above was planned,
for an overall height of 13 stories,
it was never built: a victim of the
depression years of the ‘30s. The
project was known as the Gillette-
Tyrrell Building. The owners,
hurt badly by the stock market
crash, sold the building in 1931 to
the Knights of Pythian.

Henceforth, it was known as the
Pythian Building. The Pythian’s
intricate terra cotta and ceramic
tile colors, patterns and detail are

among the rea-
sons I enjoy the
design of the
building.

The Pythian’s
exterior has
seven bays east-
west and f ive
bays north-
south. The build-
ing appears to
have the tower-
ing height of the
13 stories it was
intended to have.
Its verticality is
articulated by a
thin linear skin
of cream colored
terra cotta.
Playing on the
s k y s c r a p e r
theme, the
façade is divided

by a series of narrow vertical
piers running without interrup-
tion to the top of the parapet.
These are ornamented with back-
to-back diamond patterns or zig-
zags, a recurring theme through-
out the building. Segmented blue
terra cotta accents the spandrels
that are articulated with vertical
ribs. The roof line in colors of
blue, burnt sienna and green terra
cotta give the impression of rising
without termination, consistent
with the original design.

Both main facades originally
had lighted projecting canopies.
The canopy on Boulder Avenue is
steel in a lace-like design. The 5th
Street canopy is sadly missing but
originally was steel clad in terra
cotta, which gave it a massive
appearance.

Above a narrow rusty red and
gray granite base, between the
exterior piers, are glass openings,
strangely nonconforming Tudor
arches. These glass arches are
framed with steel in a bundled-
reed design. Within them, the hor-
izontal framing has an egg and
diamond pattern. 

At the interior, the L-shaped
lobby continues to dazzle and
delight the eye. The flooring tile
repeats the exterior zig-zag
design. The effect is like an
Indian blanket pattern, almost
reminiscent of a design from New
Mexico. The tile extends to a high
perimeter wainscot. The wainscot
is articulated by lobby bays (four
each arm of the L); the tile rises

to simulate a pilaster below a
painted plaster ceiling beam. The
beams with flaired ends are also
painted in the recurring triangle
design as is a perimeter triangular
patterned ceiling cornice. Each
ceiling bay is coffered in three
levels. Interior windows at the
second floor overlook the lobby
and are embellished with a sand-
blasted pattern.

At the east end of the lobby, a
graceful staircase rises to a bal-
cony with a curved end. Below
are tucked two elevators and
access to the building basement.
The ceiling above this section of
the lobby appears to house a large
skylight at the highest level of the
coffered ceiling.

In reality, it is a light fixture
whose lens is glass in a folded
plate design.  This was an extreme-
ly modern concept for its day.

Other lighting consists of eight
tall slender chandeliers, each with
four etched glass panels which
terminate in a triangle design top
and bottom. These were designed
and fabricated by the Empire
Chandelier Manufacturing
Company of Sand Springs. The
company president was W. J.
Smiley whose fixtures in build-
ings and residences are highly
prized by longtime Tulsans.

The Pythian is one of Tulsa’s
building jewels. Drive by, and if
time permits, take a walk inside
and enjoy the sights. 
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On Architecture

By ROGER COFFEY, AIA

Pythian Building: An Art Deco Delight

CURB APPEAL: The 3-story Pythian Building, 423 S. Boulder Ave., was completed in 1930, with plans to
add a 10-story hotel tower that were scrapped due to the start of the Great Depression. The building is a beau-
tiful example of Art Deco architecture, featuring intricate terra cotta and ceramic tile colors, patterns, and
detail, and a grand L-shaped lobby with chandeliers and unique tile designs.
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SHOPPING:
Canterbury Gifts
Donna’s Fashions
Dynamic Audio

SERVICES:
AAA Oklahoma

Dental Excellence
Enrique’s Salon

Hunter Construction
Pür Lux Nails 

Raymond James Financial Services, Inc.

Red Canyon Massage Therapy
Sarah’s Tailor Shop
Spiffy’s Cleaners

State Farm Insurance
The Winbury Group
YMCA: South Tulsa
Zeller Photography

DINING:
The Bistro at Seville

Café Seville 

Annual Band
Series Nights

for the Shops of
Seville 2015

Last chance to see live
music is Thursday, Nov. 5
from 7 to 9 p.m. 

Come enjoy the Music and
Visit the Shops of Seville
which will be open for you
during those hours.

visit us @ cafesevilletulsa.com

10021 S. Yale Ave.
Suite 108
Tulsa, OK 74137
918.209.5779

Sunday Brunch
10 a.m. – 2 p.m.

Monday – Closed
Tuesday – Saturday
7:30 a.m. – 2:30 p.m.

Custom Catering • Special Event Hosting
Facility Leasing

Bakery • Breakfast • Lunch

Dine In or Carry Out

Now Open Sundays for Brunch

O!ering New Gluten-Free Menu Selections
Celiac Grill and Fryer

Come Experience Our Fabulous
Newly-Completed

Mediterranean-Style 
Patio

www.shopsofsevilletulsa.com
cafesevilletulsa.com
www.donnasfashions.com
purluxnailstulsa.com
ymcatulsa.org
www.spiffyscleaners.com
aaa.com
www.enriquessalon.com


On Oct. 1, Governor Mary
Fallin kicked off her sixth annual
Feeding Oklahoma Drive, which
continues through Oct. 31. The
goal of the drive is to raise two
million meals to help feed hun-
gry Oklahoma families, children
and seniors. The month-long food
drive benefits the Regional Food

Bank of Oklahoma and the
Community Food Bank of
Eastern Oklahoma and their part-
ner agencies across the state.

Need increases exponentially
during the holiday season.

“In previous years, all 77 coun-
ties came together and donated
over two million meals in time
for the holiday season,” says
Fallin. “This year, we can do even
more to benefit Oklahoma’s hun-
gry.”

Oklahoma consistently ranks
among the most food-insecure
states in the nation, with more
than 656,000 Oklahomans at risk
of hunger every day. The
Regional Food Bank provides
enough food to feed more than
116,000 people each week, 37
percent of whom are children.
The Community Food Bank of
Eastern Oklahoma distributes

enough food to provide more
than 346,000 meals per week. 

“Governor Fallin’s Feeding
Oklahoma Drive means so much
in the fight against hunger in our
state,” says Rodney Bivens, exec-
utive director of the Regional
Food Bank. “Every dollar donat-
ed provides f ive meals for
Oklahomans who are struggling
to keep food on their table during
the difficult winter months. We
are grateful for the past generosi-
ty of Oklahomans and hopeful for
another season of giving.”

Non-perishable food items can
be donated at BancFirst and Bob
Moore locations, the Community
Food Bank of Eastern Oklahoma,
the Regional Food Bank of
Oklahoma and their partner agen-
cies.

Bivens and Bradshaw stressed
that the most-needed items
include monetary donations,
canned meat, canned vegetables,
canned fruits, canned tuna,
peanut butter, and rice and beans.

“Walking through our ware-
house, you will see many more
empty shelves than even a month
ago,” says Eileen Bradshaw,
executive director of the
Community Food Bank of
Eastern Oklahoma. “We have
fewer staple items for the hungry
in our state. It is difficult, as our
partners are feeling the dip in
food supply but not a dip in food
requests. This drive comes at a
critical time, and we are grateful
for the generosity.”

On Dec. 5, the Tulsa Herb
Society will hold Carols and
Crumpets, its annual herbal
craft fair, 8 a.m.-3 p.m. at the
Tulsa Garden Center, 2435 S.
Peoria Ave.

Tulsa Herb Society members
spend the year crafting unique
items, jarring delicious jams
and chutneys, infusing vinegars
with rosemary, basil, and other
herbs, and hand-sewing a gin-
gerbread-themed Christmas
tree, all to be raffled away.  The
Herb Society also has a special
greenery booth with large
bunches of mixed greens, which
can be used in holiday décor.

Vendors will offer live
wreaths, mosaic garden items,
hypertufa pots, original art and
cards, fused glass vases, glass

and stoneware dishes, herbal
soaps and spices, native crafts,
garden sculptures, handmade
clothing and jewelry, chalk-
ware, and vintage merchandise.

A special lunch will be served
at the Snowflake Café, open 11
a.m.-2 p.m. Coffee and hot
spiced ciders will also be avail-
able for attendees to enjoy
while they shop.  Admission to
the event is free.

Proceeds from Carols and
Crumpets will benefit the Tulsa
Herb Society, with a portion
benefitting the Tulsa Garden
Center and Linnaeus Teaching
Garden.

For more information call
918-496-8019 or “like” the
Tulsa Herb Society on
Facebook.
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HOLIDAY PLANNING

Food Bank Needs Holiday Donations

Tulsa Herb Society to Hold 
Carols and Crumpets Dec. 5

www.goodwilltulsa.org
rivercitytp.com
www.gastulsa.org
www.darnabyartsandcraftsshow.com
nuts.com/paper-ofx
www.viplimo.net
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CENTRAL BANK GTR COMMUNITY CALENDAR•OCT. 25 TO NOV. 28

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

25 26 27 28 3029

3 65

12 14

A Christmas Story: The Musical Comes to Tulsa PAC, Nov. 10 – 15

18 2117

October

November

15 16

1 2 4

10

2423 27

13

20

Ask us about ID
Fraud Protection

19

98

25 2822

TULSA OILERS
vs. Missouri
7:05 p.m.
For more info.,
visit tulsaoilers.com

TULSA OILERS
vs. Allen
7:05 p.m.
For more info.,
visit tulsaoilers.com

TULSA OILERS
vs. Allen
4:05 p.m.
For more info.,
visit tulsaoilers.com

TULSA OILERS
vs.Wichita
7:05 p.m.
For more info.,
visit tulsaoilers.com

TULSA OILERS
vs. Allen
7:05 p.m.
For more info.,
visit tulsaoilers.com

TULSA OILERS
vs. Allen
7:05 p.m.
For more info.,
visit tulsaoilers.com

7

We offer Health 
Savings Accounts

More Bank for your Buck.

Free small business checking

GOLDEN HURRICANE vs.
UCF • Time TBA
Football
918-631-4688 for tickets.

GOLDEN HURRICANE vs.
Navy • Time TBA
Football
918-631-4688 for tickets.

THE TAMING OF THE
SHREW
Tulsa Ballet
3 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

AMING OF THE

HEDWIG AND THE
ANGRY INCH
Theatre Tulsa
2 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

HEDWIG AND THE
ANGRY INCH
Theatre Tulsa
8 p.m.

myticketoffice.com for tickets.

HEDWIG AND THE
ANGRY INCH
Theatre Tulsa
8 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

BROWN BAG IT:
JUMBALAYA JASS BAND
PAC Trust
12:10 p.m.
FREE event.

AND

BAD JEWS
Heller Theatre Company
7:30 p.m. • Oct. 30-31
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

HALLOWEEN SYMPHONY
SPOOKTACULAR
Tulsa Symphony
7:30 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

YMPHONY

BAD JEWS
Heller Theatre Company
7:30 p.m. • Nov. 6-7
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

JAMES CARVILLE:
POLITICS TODAY AND
TOMORROW
Tulsa Town Hall
10:30 a.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

THE CAT IN THE HAT
PAC Trust

7 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

ATHATH

yticketoffice.com for tickets.

THE GREAT GATSBY
Theatre Tulsa
8 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

ATSBY

myticketoffice.com for tickets.

THE GREAT GATSBY
Theatre Tulsa
8 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

TSBY

myticketoffice.com for tickets.

THE GREAT GATSBY
Theatre Tulsa
8 p.m. • Nov. 19-20
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

ATSBY

myticketoffice.com for tickets.

THE GREAT GATSBY
Theatre Tulsa
2 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

TSBY

myticketoffice.com for tickets.

WEISS KAPLAN
STUMPF TRIO
Chamber Music Tulsa
3 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

THE GREAT GATSBY
Theatre Tulsa
8 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

ATSBY

myticketoffice.com for tickets.

TOMMY EMMANUEL
PAC Trust
7:30 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

MMANUEL

myticketoffice.com for tickets.

ODAY ANDBAD JEWS
Heller Theatre Company
2 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

BAD JEWS
Heller Theatre Company
2 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

BORA LEE PIANO
CONCERT
Tulsa Korean United 
Methodist Church
3 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

HEDWIG AND THE
ANGRY INCH
Theatre Tulsa
8 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

HEDWIG AND THE
ANGRY INCH
Theatre Tulsa
2 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

A CHRISTMAS STORY:
THE MUSICAL
Celebrity Attractions
7:30 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

TORY:TORY:TORY A CHRISTMAS STORY:
THE MUSICAL
Celebrity Attractions
7:30 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

TORY:TORY:TORY

THE BOOK OF MORMON
PAC Trust
7:30 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

ORMON

myticketoffice.com for tickets.

THE BOOK OF MORMON
PAC Trust
7:30 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

ORMON

myticketoffice.com for tickets.

THE BOOK OF MORMON
PAC Trust
7:30 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

ORMON

yticketoffice.com for tickets.

THE BOOK OF MORMON
PAC Trust
8 p.m. • Nov. 20-21
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

ORMON

myticketoffice.com for tickets.

THE BOOK OF MORMON
PAC Trust
2 & 7:30 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

ORMON

or tickets.

A CHRISTMAS STORY:
THE MUSICAL
Celebrity Attractions
7:30 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

TORY:TORY:TORY A CHRISTMAS STORY:
THE MUSICAL
Celebrity Attractions
8 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

TORY:TORY:TORY A CHRISTMAS STORY:
THE MUSICAL
Celebrity Attractions
2 & 8 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

TORY:TORY:TORY

A CHRISTMAS STORY:
THE MUSICAL
Celebrity Attractions
2 & 7 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

TORY:TORY:TORY

DEEPLY ROOTED
DANCE THEATER
Choregus Productions
8 p.m. • Nov. 20-21
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

CHRIS TOMLIN
BOK Center
Time TBA
Visit bokcenter.com for
more information.

NATUROPATHIC
APPROACHES TO

COLD & FLU
SEASON
Cancer Treatment
Centers
6 p.m.

Visit cancercenter.com
for more information.

REO SPEEDWAGON
Hard Rock Hotel & Casino
8 p.m.
Visit hardrockcasinotulsa.com
for more information.

LIZA MINNELLI
Broken Arrow PAC
7:30 – 9:30 p.m.
Visit brokenarrowpac.com for
more information.

MEMBERSHIP COFFEE,
MEETING AND PROGRAM
Tulsa Garden Center
10 a.m.
Visit tulsagardenclub.org for
more information. TUESDAY

STORYTIME AT
BARNES &
NOBLE
SOUTHROADS
Southroads Mall
11 a.m. – 12 p.m.
Visit
barnesandnoble.com for
more information.

LOS ANGELES GUITAR
QUARTET CONCERT
Lorton Performance Center,
University of Tulsa
7:30 – 9:30 p.m.
Visit utulsa.edu for more
information.
GOGOL BORDELLO
Cain’s Ballroom
7 p.m.
Visit
cainsballroom.com for
more information.

METRIC
Cain’s Ballroom
7 p.m.
Visit cainsballroom.com for
more information.

10TH ANNUAL
LEFTOVER

TURKEY SHOW
Cain’s Ballroom
7 p.m.
Visit cainsballroom.com
for more information.

TULSA NIGHTWRITERS
MONTHLY MEETING
Martin Regional Library
7 p.m.
Visit
tulsanightwriters.com
for more information.

TULSA LEAD EXCHANGE
(A BUSINESS
NETWORKING GROUP)
Marley’s Pizza
12 – 1 p.m.
Call 918-794-4000 for more
information.

THE MARSHALL TUCKER
BAND
River Spirit Casino
7 p.m.
Visit riverspirittulsa.com for
more information.

THE MARSHALL TUCKER
BAND
River Spirit Casino
7 p.m.
Visit riverspirittulsa.com for
more information.
BOOKS SANDWICHED IN
Oklahoma Methodist Manor
12:10 – 12:50 p.m.
Review of “Dead Wake: The

Last Crossing of the
Lusitania” by Erik Larson.
Visit tulsalibrary.org for more
information.

PRESCHOOL STORYTIME
Broken Arrow Library South
10:30 – 11 a.m.
For ages 5 and younger with
their caregivers. Visit
tulsalibrary.org for more
information.

TEEN MOVIE CLUB:
AMERICAN INDIAN
EDITION
Zarrow Regional Library
1 – 3 p.m.
Visit tulsalibrary.org for more
information.

REALLY BASIC
COMPUTER CLASS
Zarrow Regional Library
1 – 3 p.m.
Visit tulsalibrary.org for info.

FAMILY STUDIO
SATURDAYS
Philbrook Museum of Art
12:30 p.m.
Visit philbrook.org for more
information.

BOOKS
SANDWICHED IN
Oklahoma Methodist
Manor

12:10 – 12:50 p.m.
Presenting the works of

Rick Atkinson, winner of the
Tulsa Library Trust’s 2015
Peggy V. Helmerich
Distinguished Author Award.
Visit tulsalibrary.org for more
information.

THE ROUND UP BOYS
Cain’s Ballroom
6 p.m.
Visit cainsballroom.com for
more information.

TULSAWORLDJOBS.COM
CAREER FAIR

Central Park Hall at Expo
Square
8 a.m. – 3 p.m.
Call 918-581-8521 for

more information.

WILL ROGERS
BIRTHDAY PARTY

Will Rogers Birthplace 
Ranch, Oologah
10 a.m. – 1 p.m.
Visit willrogers.com for
more information.

B.A.COMMUNITY
ORCHESTRA MUSIC NIGHT
Northside Christian Church
7 – 9 p.m.
Call 918-381-0047 for info.

WILL ROGERS DAYS
Will Rogers Memorial Museum
2 – 4 p.m.
Visit willrogers.com for more
information.
THE MIKE STEINEL
QUINTET
Oklahoma Jazz Hall of Fame
5 p.m.
Visit okjazz.org for more
information.

NSU BIG BAND WITH
VINCE DIMARTINO
Oklahoma Jazz Hall of Fame
5 p.m.
Visit okjazz.org for more
information.

CLARK IN THE DARK
Clark Youth Theatre
7-10 p.m. • Oct. 26-31 
Visit clarkyouththeatre.com
for more information.

STORY TIME ON THE
GREEN
Guthrie Green
10:30 a.m.
Visit guthriegreen.com
for more information.

FOOD TRUCK
WEDNESDAY

Guthrie Green
11:30 a.m. – 2 p.m.

Visit guthriegreen.com
for more information.

TURKEY DAY 5K
Guthrie Green
6:30 – 10:30 a.m.
Visit guthriegreen.com
for more information.
LIGHTS ON!
Utica Square
6:30 p.m.
Visit uticasquare.com
for more information.

THE MARKET
Guthrie Green
4 – 6 p.m.
Visit guthriegreen.com for info.

ART RECESS
Philbrook Downtown
12 – 1 p.m.
Visit philbrook.org for
more information.

CAREER TRAINING AT
NO COST
Tulsa Job Corps Center
9:45 – 11 a.m.
Visit tulsa.jobcorps.gov for
more information.

TULSA RUN
Tulsa Sports Commission
9 a.m.
Visit tulsasports.org for more
information.

WOMEN OF TOMORROW
Greenwood Cultural Center
4:45 – 6 p.m.
Visit clarkyouththeatre.com
for more information.
NORAH JONES
Brady Theater
7 p.m.
Visit bradytheater.com for
more information.

STRAIGHT NO CHASER
Brady Theater
6:30 p.m.
Visit bradytheater.com for
more information.

AMERICA’S GOT TALENT
LIVE
Brady Theater
7 p.m.
Visit bradytheater.com for
more information.

WILLIAMS ROUTE 66
MARATHON 5K RUN AND
WALK
Downtown Tulsa
8 a.m.
Visit route66marathon for
more information.

WILLIAMS ROUTE
66 MARATHON
Downtown Tulsa
7 a.m.
Visit route66marathon
for more information.

RISE AGAINST
Brady Theater
6 p.m.
Visit bradytheater.com for
more information.

ALZHEIMER’S SUPPORT
GROUP
Baptist Village of Owasso
1:30 – 2:30 p.m.
Visit baptistvillage.org for info.

I CAN’T WORKSHOP
SERIES
Thomas K. McKeon Center for
Creativity, TCC
12 – 12:45 p.m.
Visit tulsacc.edu.com for more
information.

METRO LECTURE
SERIES WITH RUTH
ABRAM
Thomas K. McKeon
Center for Creativity,
TCC
12 – 12:45 p.m.
Visit tulsacc.edu.com
for more information.

New Name. Same Bank

26

11
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REGIONAL NEWS
Former Radio/TV Broadcaster 
Finds Fullfillment in Education
By EMILY RAMSEY
Managing Editor

After 15 years of working as a
local radio and television news-
caster, Gretchen Haas-Bethell, a
Bishop Kelley High School grad-
uate, was ready to make a greater
community impact.

“I loved radio, but instead of
simply reporting on the news, I
wanted to do something in which
I felt I was really contributing to
the good of community,” she says.

Haas-Bethell initially joined the
broadcast world as an on-air
reporter and news editor for
KRMG. She also hosted her own
radio talk show, worked for
OETA and co-hosted a TV seg-
ment with longtime local news
anchor Glenda Silvey. She even
met her future husband, Bob,
through radio.

Haas-Bethell was assigned to
review a play that Bob, who was
also in radio at the time, was per-
forming, and singing, in.

“When I heard him sing,” she
says, “that (play) was really the
start of our romance.”

However, as her years in broad-
cast moved forward, Haas-
Bethell began thinking about
ways in which to increase her
feelings of job fulfillment.

Haas-Bethell’s reporting work
had often brought her in contact
with education; “I liked the at-
mosphere and the culture of edu-
cation.” She also credits one shin-
ing example of job excellence
that she remembers to this day:
Frances Powell, former public

relations director for Tulsa Public
Schools. “She was very helpful to
reporters, knowledgeable, very
natural on TV and radio. She rep-
resented the school district well,”
says Haas-Bethell. “I thought, ‘I
want to be her,’ and I thought that
maybe I could one day.”

Therefore, when a job opportu-
nity came available for director
of communications with Union
Public Schools, Haas-Bethell
jumped at it, and she remains a
reliable figure with the school
district 25 years later.

Although Haas-Bethell came to
Union from broadcast journal-
ism, a very deadline-driven
industry, “I was surprised at the
pace of this position,” she says.
“It was faster than what I expect-
ed, and there are so many audi-

ences and publics that you have
to speak to.”

Those publics include teachers,
support staff, board members,
administrators, students, parents,
patrons in the district who do not
have children, educational institu-
tions, federal and state governments.

“I found the job challenging,
exhilarating; I was busy and tired
all at the same time,” she says.

Yet, the fast pace didn’t discour-
age her, and she continues to be
inspired by the students in which
she comes in contact.

“It never ceases to amaze me how
bright our students are, the bril-
liance that comes from our young
adults,” she says. “That’s why I love
the culture of a school: we’re pro-
viding growth, suc-cess, opportuni-
ties.”

DISTRICT COMMUNICATOR: Gretchen Haas-Bethell is currently
in her 25th year as Union Public Schools’ director of communications, a
role she first entered in August 1990. She came to Union after a 15-year
career in broadcast journalism, working with KRMG and other local
radio and television stations.
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B.A. City Manager 
Returns to Region 
By EMILY RAMSEY
Managing Editor

It is a long awaited homecoming
for Tulsa native Michael Spurgeon,
who took over as Broken Arrow’s
city manager on Sept. 21.

Spurgeon, who grew up in Tulsa
before moving to Joplin, Missouri,
in the ninth grade, has been work-
ing his way back to the greater
Tulsa area for quite some time.

“If you’re from here, you under-
stand that there’s no better people
and that it’s a good quality of life
here,” he says. “There’s always a
draw to come back.”

His father is a retired captain of
32 years from the Tulsa Fire
Department, and both Spurgeon’s
mother and grandmother worked
for the Tulsa Police Department.

Spurgeon spent four years in the
Army and then got his first job in
city government as city zoning
coordinator with the City of
Eastampton, New Jersey.

“And then I just fell in love with
the job,” he says.

Spurgeon went on to earn his
bachelor’s degree in business
administration from Edison State
College and his master’s in public
administration from Rutgers
University.

He then held the role of township
manager for Eastampton for five
years.

“The thing I enjoy most about my
job is talking to people and finding
out their issues and their concerns,”
says Spurgeon. “I still get a feel-
good feeling talking to people

about making the city better.”
After Eastampton, Spurgeon

moved on to serve as township
business administrator for
Pemberton Township, New Jersey,
for five years and then as city man-
ager for the City of Miami, Okla.
for 10 years.

When the city manager position
became available in Broken Arrow
in 2004, Spurgeon applied. But
“city officials told me that I needed
more experience,” he says. So, he
applied for the position of director
of administration for the City of St.
Charles, Missouri, the ninth largest
city in Missouri with a population
of nearly 70,000  He got the job
and served there for eight years
before applying for the Broken
Arrow city manager position a sec-
ond time.

STABLE LEADERSHIP:
Broken Arrow City Manager
Michael Spurgeon stands in City
Hall in downtown Broken Arrow.
Spurgeon, a Tulsa native, had his
first day on the job Sept. 21. 
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