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Cool weather of ten 
drives people to spend 
more hours indoors than 
they do during the warmer 
months. Autumn is a time 
to winterize gardens, put 
away lawn furniture and 
prepare for the holiday 
season. Autumn also pro-
vides the perfect opportu-
nity to begin home inte-
rior projects.

Many people decide to 
redecorate their homes to 
reflect each season. When 
temperatures change, it’s 
time to transition from 
the light colors and breezy 
fabrics symbolic of sum-
mer to thicker, darker 
materials that evoke co-
ziness.

With some inspiration 
and a little know-how, 
any homeowner or apart-
ment dweller can cozy up 
a space in time for fall and 
winter.

• Invest in area rugs. 
While wood f loors can 
look beautiful and work 
well with many differ-
ent design styles, wood 
can feel chilly under-
foot. Thick area rugs add 
warmth to a room and can 
help it look more lived-in. 
Area rugs also help a room 
appear more cohesive, co-
ordinating with other col-
ors in a space and provid-
ing a visual border.

• Practice layering in 
rooms. An affordable and 
relatively easy way to 
make a room seem more 
cozy is to layer fabrics and 
other accents. Layers can 
include throws and blan-
kets. Remove place mats 
from the dining room ta-
ble and use them on ac-
cent tables or an ottoman 
in the living room. Table 
runners also can add a 
splash of color to the top 
of bedroom dressers.

• Play with texture. 
Look for fabrics that boast 
texture and can add a tac-

tile feel to spaces. When 
used on throw pillows 
or small accents, faux 
fur can create that cozy 
cabin feel .  Draper ies 
made from nubby fabrics 
or those with grooves and 
ridges can add dimension 
to a room as well. Even 
a lampshade made of an 
unusual fabric, such as a 
waffle-patterned material, 
can add a little depth and 
warmth to a space.

• Re-evaluate your light-
ing. Lighting a space is 
more than just flipping on 
a switch. Finding the right 
balance of lighting fix-
tures can instantly trans-
form the feel of a room. 
Create more warmth and 
a cozy feel by switch-
ing out bulbs from cooler 
shades to warmer ones — 
those that give off yellow 
and pink hues rather than 
cool blues. Accent lighting 
helps establish a comfort-
able space for curling up 
and reading a good book. 
Spot lighting, such as fix-
tures that are trained on 
artwork or inside of a cu-
rio or china cabinet, also 
can set a more welcoming 
mood.

• Install a bookshelf 
and start a book collec-
tion. Piles and stacked 
books can add warmth to 
any space. Books evoke 
the hallowed halls of 
schools and quiet nooks 
in the library. Fill shelves 
with books interspersed 
with additional design 
accents, and you will in-
stantly make a room feel 
more inviting.

• Choose dark paint. 
Do not feel nervous about 
incorporat ing deeper 
shades in rooms. Dark 
colors give rooms a more 
enclosed feel than lighter 
colors, and that can cre-
ate a warm and cozy feel-
ing. This works particu-
larly well in larger spaces 

that feel vast and empty. If 
you’re scared to paint all 
of your walls, try a darker 
shade below a chair rail or 
just paint one accent wall.

• Add architectural el-
ements. Think about 

adding rich moldings to 
crown the ceilings or to 
frame doorways. If you 
have the space for a nook, 
create a window seat be-
neath a picture window or 
add a bench and cushions 

in a corner for a nice es-
cape spot.

Use the colder weather 
as an opportunity to re-
invent some of the rooms 
in your home. With paint, 
texture, fabric, lighting 

and more, rooms can be 
quickly transformed into 
cozy respites from the 
cold.
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Transform spaces into cozy retreats
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Painting is an inexpen-
sive way to transform just 
about any space. Many peo-
ple paint the interiors of 
their homes, but home exte-
riors also can undergo dra-
matic makeovers with fresh 
coats of paint. Timing the 
job right and heeding some 
tips from professionals and 
do-it-yourselfers who have 
tread the painting path be-
fore you can make the job 
go smoothly.

Consider the time of 
year

Consider local weather 
patterns and forecasts 
when planning an exterior 
painting project. Choose a 
time of year when there is 
little rain and low humid-
ity, such as autumn. Keep 

in mind that the paint will 
require a couple of days to 
dry completely and cure, 
and that can be difficult in 
damp weather. Don’t ham-
per the final outcome with 
poor timing.

Prepare the painting 
surfaces

Resist the temptation 
to start painting straight 
away. Paint may not adhere 
to unprepared surfaces, 

and dirt and other debris 
may show through and mar 
the finished product. Re-
painting a home’s exterior 
will likely involve removing 
peeling or chipping paint 
prior to making your first 
strokes. Wear protective 
gear when scraping, sand-
ing or brushing old paint, 
as such tasks can generate 
dust that can be dangerous 
to inhale, particularly if the 
old paint contains lead.

Employ a chlorine bleach 
solution to kill any mildew 
and to scrub any dirt from 
the house. In addition, re-
pair any cracks or imperfec-
tions. For example, if you’re 
painting stucco, you may 
have to fill in any pitting or 
holes. Use this opportunity 
to inspect caulking around 
windows and doors. Re-

caulk as needed to seal up 
drafty areas or those that 
may cause water infiltra-
tion prior to painting.

Prime and cover 
stains

It may be a little ex-
tra work, but apply a qual-
ity primer as the first coat 
to hide any imperfections, 
such as wood knots or dis-
coloration from weath-
ering. Primer provides a 
smooth, even surface upon 
which to put your paint 
color. Once you have applied 
the primer, test your paint 
color in a small, inconspicu-
ous spot to see how the color 
looks in the daylight. You do 
not want to paint the entire 
home only to find out you 
dislike the color.

Try these painting 
techniques

Rent a paint sprayer 
for large surface areas. 
The sprayer will produce 
a more uniform applica-
tion and is less time-con-
suming than painting ev-
erything with a brush or 
roller. Make sure you’ve 
chosen a high-quality 
paint, as the added ex-
pense is worth it if the 
paint lasts longer and 
coats more evenly. Also, if 
you have purchased multi-
ple cans of paint, mix them 
all in one large bucket to 
ensure the same color; oth-
erwise, the colors may not 
match perfectly.

The experts at HGTV 
recommend working your 
way from top to bottom 

in a smooth, controlled 
manner, overlapping each 
stroke by eight inches. 
Trim and hard-to-reach ar-
eas should be left for brush 
work so you can maintain 
control over your tools.

If you are painting ar-
eas like steps or stair-
cases, consider adding a 
little fine-grain sand to 
the paint to improve trac-
tion, as paint can be slip-
pery when wet.

If painting your home’s 
exterior is beyond your ca-
pabilities, hire a profes-
sional. He or she will get 
the work done in a timely 
manner, and you can rest 
assured that the job will be 
done correctly.

Article courtesy of 
BrandPoint
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Paint your home’s exterior like a pro
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The Longacre Company 
is one of the leading heat-
ing and air conditioning 
contractors in the area. For 
over 50 years, Longacre has 
provided high-quality in-
stallations and service to 
residential and commer-
cial customers.

The Longacre Company 
can provide the homeowner 
with a simple replacement 
of an older system to a com-
plete design and instal-
lation of a high efficiency 
multi-zoned system. We 

also can provide the com-
mercial and industrial cus-
tomer with complete ser-
vice and installation of 
large rooftop systems and 
chilled water systems.

Longacre offers a vari-
ety of well known brands 
of heating and cooling sys-
tems. Whether your sys-
tem requires gas, oil, elec-
tric or a heat pump, we can 
assure you it will be sized 
and installed correctly. We 
understand the importance 
of a properly sized system. 

Our products and services 
are guaranteed to provide 
you the comfort and peace 
of mind you expect. Our in-
stallers and service techni-
cians are factory trained in 
all of the latest technology. 
You can be sure your sys-
tem will be serviced and 
maintained by knowledge-
able, efficient and courteous 
personnel with an emphasis 
on providing you with com-
plete satisfaction. Longacre 
has worked hard to earn its 
reputation as one of the best 

in the industry.
Whether you are in need 

of a replacement of your 
heating or cooling system, 
planning a new home or an 
addition to your existing 
home, call The Longacre 
Company for a free profes-
sional estimate. Our sales 
and installation teams are 
ready to provide you with 
the design and professional 
installation you deserve.

Heating and air condi-
tioning products and ser-
vices offered by Longacre:

• Air Conditioning Sys-
tems

• Ductless Split Systems
• Window and Wall 

Mount Air Conditioners
• Heat Pump Systems
• Ground Water Heat 

Pump Systems
• Pool Dehumidification 

Systems
• Gas Hot Air Systems
• Gas Hot Water Boilers
• Oil Hot Air Systems
• Oil Hot Water Boilers
• Humidifiers
• Electronic Air Cleaners

• Media Type Air Cleaners
• Electronic Zone Control 

Systems
• Exhaust Systems
• Ductwork Repairs
• Air Balancing
• Energy Saving Thermo-

stats and Devices
• Service to Most Brands
• Preventative Mainte-

nance Agreements
Call The Longacre Com-

pany to schedule an ap-
pointment at 610-845-2261 
or visit www.LongacreCo.
com.

LOCAL BUSINESS

Longacre provides high-quality heating, air conditioning sales, service

Outdoor entertaining has 
never been more popular. As 
more and more homeowners 
turn their homes into their 

own personal oases, extend-
ing the party outdoors has 
become a bigger priority.

According to the Ameri-

can Home Furnishings Al-
liance’s 2015 Outdoor Fur-
niture Trend Report, out-of-
doors areas on a property are 

the favored venues for cele-
brations with family and 
friends. While outdoor enter-
taining was once relegated to 
the warm weather seasons, 
advancements in technology 
have now made it more com-
fortable and enjoyable to en-
tertain outdoors for much of 
the year. But hosts who want 
to extend the outdoor party 
after summer has come and 
gone should consider a few 
important entertaining tips.

• Start the party early. 
Summertime backyard 
barbecues and pool par-
ties benefit from late-eve-
ning sunsets that illumi-
nate patios and pool areas 
well into the evening. In ad-
dition, many hosts prefer to 
start such parties later in the 
day to avoid the sun during 
the early afternoon when it 
is at its most blazing. How-
ever, start the party earlier 
in the day when hosting in 
fall or early winter. Temper-
atures can drop consider-
ably once the sun begins to 
set, so starting early can save 
hosts and their guests from 
cold air. 

• Heat things up. Sum-
mertime hosts might employ 
canopies to protect them-
selves and their guests from 
the heat, and it’s important 

for hosts to take similar steps 
when the weather is chillier. 
The AHFA report found that 
38 percent of homeowners 
intended to purchase fire 
pits for their outdoor enter-
taining areas, and such fire 
pits can keep guests warm 
as the sun goes down and 
the night air gets chilly. 
Fire pits have become must-
have items for outdoor en-
tertaining areas, and hosts 
can surely find one that suits 
their needs.

• Change the menu. Grill-

ing hot dogs and hamburg-
ers might still work when 
entertaining outdoors in 
fall and winter, but hosts 
may want to stray from other 
summertime fare like water-
melon or pasta salad. Em-
brace the cold weather by 
roasting some nuts and mak-
ing sÕmores over an open 
fire. In lieu of summertime 
beverages like lemonade and 
beer, serve hot chocolate or 
wine to keep guests warm.

• Ensure there is ade-
quate lighting. Mother Na-
ture won’t offer much light-
ing when you host a party 
outdoors in late fall and 
early winter, so make sure 
your patios and sidewalks 
are well lit. Guests will want 
to see one another and what 
theyÕre eating, and well-
lit walkways will reduce 
the risk that guests take a 
tumble or turn their ankles 
when walking to and from 
the house.

Outdoor entertaining 
need not end because sum-
mer has come and gone. But 
hosts must take a different 
approach to hosting when 
throwing outdoor gatherings 
in late fall and early winter.

Article courtesy of Metro 
Creative
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Cold weather doesn’t need to stop outdoor entertaining
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Fire pits can keep hosts and 
their guests warm during 
outdoor parties in late fall 
and early winter.
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Let us give your trees 
the look and health they 
deserve with our expert 
services when you’re in 
need of trimming, prun-
ing or removal.

Our professional tree 
services allow you to take 
advantage of the variety 
of services you want and 
need for your trees and 
give them a new look to-
day. From tree removal 
to tree pruning, we’ll get 
your trees looking and 

feeling their best. Your 
trees will look exactly the 
way you want when we are 
through.

Call us for needed land 
clearing and cleanup. 
Whether you’ve experi-
enced a massive and dam-
aging storm or just need 
an overall maintenance 
job, call us. 

We perform all jobs 
with safety in mind and 
remove natural dangers 
from your property with 

ease.
We also offer Winter 

snow removal. When that 
white stuff hits, you don’t 
have to look at it for long. 
Get the professionals to 
remove the snow after 
a storm. You don’t have 
to worry when you call 
Todd’s Tree Service for li-
censed and expert work.

Our success is rooted in 
our hard work! Call Todd’s 
Tree Service today at 610-
970-1357!

LOCAL BUSINESS

Todd’s Tree Service gives you 
the yard of your dreams!

Did you know that, ac-
cording to the National 
Fire Protection Associa-
tion, most people have a 
false sense of security re-
garding house fires, be-
lieving that they would 
have approximately six 
minutes to evacuate their 
home in the event of a fire?

In reality, smoke and 
fire spread rapidly and 
can overcome occupants 
in less than three minutes.

When a fire occurs, 
there’s no question that 
time is critical. 

The good news is there 
are several important 
steps you can take to max-
imize your escape time. 
With the following mea-
sures in place, you’ll cre-
ate critical protection for 
what matters most — your 
home and family.

1. Install smoke alarms. 
You should have one in ev-
ery bedroom, outside each 
separate sleeping area 

and on every level of the 
home, including the base-
ment. For the best pro-
tection, make sure all 
smoke alarms are inter-
connected. 

When one sounds, they 
all sound.

2. Inspect and clean 
smoke alarms monthly. 
Replace bat ter ies in 
spring and fall. To clean 
the alarm, open the cover 
and gently vacuum the in-
terior.

3. Prepare and practice 
a fire escape plan. Draw a 
floor plan of your home, 
marking two ways out of 
every room — especially 

sleeping areas. Discuss 
the escape routes with ev-
ery member of your house-
hold, and agree on a meet-
ing place outside your 
home in case of emer-
gency. Practice your es-
cape plan at least twice a 
year.

4. Select building ma-
terials that provide pas-
sive fire protection. Pas-
sive fire protection is part 
of the core of the building 
and helps control fire by 
limiting its spread. One 
very effective form of pas-
sive fire protection is the 
installation of insulation. 
When adding or upgrad-
ing insulation, look for 

products made from nat-
urally fire-resistant, inor-
ganic materials. A favor-
ite among builders, con-
tractors and homeowners 
is a stone wool insula-
tion called Roxul Safe ’n’ 
Sound, which offers fire 
resistance up to 2,150¡F. 
Its melting point is higher 
than the temperature of a 
typical house fire, which 
means it will stay in place 
longer to provide passive 
fire protection when every 
second counts, allowing 
more time for safe evacua-
tion and for first respond-
ers to arrive.

Article courtesy of Metro 
Creative

HOME SAFETY

Employ simple fire prevention 
measures to maximize safety
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30+ Years Experience30+ Years Experience
• Land Clearing • Stump Removal

•Topping, Shaping,Trimming,
Pruning and Removal ofTrees

Free Estimates Fully Insured
All Employees Covered By Workers Comp

Senior Citizen Discount

610-970-1357 • POTTSTOWN
800-746-8022

610-970-1357 • POTTSTOWN
800-746-8022

CALL NOW FOR ALL PHASES OF
TREE WORK & STUMP REMOVAL

Thank you for Voting Todd’s Tree Service #1!

TODD’S
TREE SERVICE INC.

Snow Removal Also Available

al
6102
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Fireplaces and wood-
burning stoves not only 
can be beautiful focal 
points within a home, but 
they also provide an addi-
tional source of heat and 
can be used to keep rooms 
or entire homes comfort-
able without the need for 
additional and potentially 
costly heating sources. 

Just like more mod-
ern home heating sys-
tems, stoves and fireplaces 
need to be maintained, 
and that maintenance in-
cludes readying them be-
fore winter when they are 
used more heavily. Ensur-
ing a fireplace or stove 
is in good working order 
helps to guarantee effi-
ciency of use and safety 
during the winter months.

Open-f lame heating 
sources carry with them 

certain risks. The National 
Fire Protection Associa-
tion states that, between 
2009 and 2013, Ameri-
can fire departments re-
sponded to 56,000 home 
structure fires that in-
volved heating equipment. 
The NFPA notes that the 
leading factor contribut-
ing to home-heating fires 
is a failure to keep things 
clean, principally from 

solid-fueled heating equip-
ment. 

The following are a 
handful of ways to stay 
safe as you get ready 
for another cozy season 
around the fire. 

• Start with the chim-
ney. Begin by having 
your chimney thoroughly 
cleaned and inspected. 
Creosote can build up in-
side of the chimney. Cre-

osote is highly f lamma-
ble and becomes more 
difficult and expensive to 
clean the longer it builds 
up inside your f lue lin-
ing. In addition, animals 
may have created nest in-
side of the chimney since 
the last time the fireplace 
was used. A professional 
chimney sweep should be 
hired in this situation. He 
or she will be able to effec-
tively clean the chimney in 
a manner that is the least 
messy and disruptive to 
residents.

• Install or check smoke 
and carbon monoxide 
detectors. Operational 
alarms are essential to 
preventing injury or death 
resulting from smoke or 
carbon monoxide inhala-
tion. Such detectors are in-
expensive safeguards that 
should be installed on ev-
ery floor of the house. Bat-

teries should be replaced 
every six months, and the 
alarms themselves should 
be changed every five to 
10 years. 

• Inspect the chimney 
from outdoors as well. In-
spect the mortar around 
any bricks in the chim-
ney and surrounding ar-
eas for cracks. If left un-
addressed, these can 
cause dangerous fires. If 
there are serious cracks, a 
professional may need to 
make repairs or the chim-
ney may need to be re-
placed. You also can have 
the chimney capped with 
a screen to keep animals 
and debris from entering.

• Inspect the damper. A 
damper is a valve or plate 
that stops or regulates the 
flow of air inside a chim-
ney. It should be checked 
prior to the first use of a 
stove or fireplace so home-

owners can be certain it 
opens and closes smoothly.

• Clear out flammable 
items. Move f lammable 
items away from the front 
of a fireplace or stove. Be 
sure curtains or other 
home furnishings are far 
enough away that they will 
not catch fire from any er-
rant sparks or flames.

• Order wood now. Be 
sure there is plenty of 
wood for the season. Ask 
a wood supplier to esti-
mate just how much will 
be needed, and double-
check that the wood will 
arrive in time for the start 
of the season.

By preparing for fire-
place and wood stove use 
now, homeowners can 
ensure their winters are 
comfortable and safe.

Article courtesy of Metro 
Creative

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Prepare your fireplace or stove for the season

PHOTO COURTESY OF METRO CREATIVE

Prepare fireplaces, chimneys and heating stoves for another season of regular use.

Open-flame heating sources 
carry with them certain risks. 
The National Fire Protection 
Association states that, between 
2009 and 2013, American fire 
departments responded to 56,000 
home structure fires that involved 
heating equipment. 

DIVISION OF BUCH GROUP, INC.
135 Quarry Road P.O. Box 238, Douglassville, PA 19518

Concrete mixed at job site for
homeowner and contractors.

3,000, 3,500 and 4,000 lb. mixes available.

EVENINGS!
Saturday & Sunday Deliveries available

Serving Pottstown, Boyertown, Phoenixville
and surrounding areas

PAY FOR ONLY
WHAT YOU USE!

610-326-3460
1-800-650-6006

www.freshmeteredconcrete.com
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Scott A. Weller Carpen-
try & Cabinets, Inc. is a 
family owned business 
that has been proudly 
serving the surrounding 
area since 1998 and has 
been built through our 
customer referrals. We 
welcome the opportunity 
to do business with you.

We offer complete ren-
ovations: interior remod-

eling — kitchens, bath-
rooms, f inished base-
ment s ,  c ou nt er t ops , 
ceramic tile, hardwood 
f looring, trim work and 
custom cabinetry — and 
exterior remodeling — 
additions, decks, sun-
rooms, garages, doors, 
windows, siding and alu-
minum work. We offer 
complete design service. 

From the largest job to the 
smallest job, we take care 
of all of your remodeling 
and building needs. Your 
dreams … our quality ex-
pertise … your total satis-
faction!

Call Scott A. Weller Car-
pentry & Cabinets, Inc. at 
610-845-0412 for a free es-
timate or visit our website: 
www.wellercarpentry.com.

LOCAL BUSINESS

Let Scott A. Weller Carpentry 
& Cabinets, Inc. help you  
with your Fall projects

For those who live in 
older homes, the transi-
tion to colder weather can 
be extra disheartening, 
as the vision of expensive 
heating bills, chilly rooms 
and drafty windows dance 
in their heads. However, 
it ’s easy to change the 
outlook from cold to cozy 
with a few simple DIY so-
lutions.

The most effective way 
to improve the comfort 
level in your home is to 
properly insulate. Insula-
tion can be inadequate in 
older homes. Over time, it 
can settle and compact, 
creating gaps. Topping up 
attic insulation will help 
keep the warm air in, re-
ducing heating bills and 
preventing stress on your 
furnace. For easy instal-
lation, homeowners and 
professionals alike rec-
ommend a stone wool batt 
insulation product called 

Roxul Comfortbatt. For 
attics, aim for an r-value 
of R-50 or a depth of 16 
inches.

A little preparation can 
go a long way to keep the 
cold at bay. 

Seal out drafts by re-
placing worn weather-
stripping and caulking 
along windows, doors, 

baseboards and trim. For 
other ways to beat the 
cold, consider inexpen-
sive window insulation 
kits along with thicker 
drapes, and don’t forget 
to reverse ceiling fans to 
push warm air back down.

Article courtesy of Metro 
Creative

HOME IMPROVEMENT

How to avoid the cold 
of a drafty house

PHOTO COURTESY OF METRO CREATIVE • Complete Design Service
• Whole House Renovations
• Additions
• Sunrooms

• Garages
• Custom Decks
• Doors
• Windows

• Siding Installation
• Aluminum Work

• Complete Design
Service

• Kitchens
• Bathrooms

• Finished Basements
• Countertops
• Ceramic Tile
• Hardwood Floor

• Crown Moldings
• Trim Work
• Drywall

Interior Remodeling

Exterior Remodeling

Call Today!
610-845-0412

WellerCarpentry.com

FREE No Obligation Estimates

Your Dreams... Our Quality Expertise...
Your Total Satisfaction!

It’s Time To Schedule Those Fall Projects

Does the kitchen need updating?
The bathroom need a remodel?

Is it time for an addition?
Does siding need replacement?
Do windows need upgrading?

Is your deck in need of a facelift?
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