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Ballot measures debated at AVCA forum
By Lorraine Gabbert

Senior Staff Writer

On Nov. 8, San Jose residents will vote on
local initiatives ranging from pension
reform to parcel taxes for school funding.

At a recent Almaden Valley Community
Association forum, proponents and opponents
of several ballot measures presented their view-
points to an interested, standing-room only
crowd.

MEASURE B: Sales Tax for 
VTA Transportation Projects
Santa Clara County Valley Transportation

Authority (VTA) is seeking approval of a 30-
year, half-cent sales tax measure. The additional
sales tax would generate $6 to $6.5 billion for
transit-related projects: $1.5 billion for BART
Phase II expansion, $1 billion for Caltrain infra-
structure, $750 million for highway inter-
changes, $750 million for county expressways,
$1.2 billion for local streets and roads, $350 mil-
lion for Hwy 85 express lanes, noise abatement
and an alternative transportation study, $250 mil-
lion for a bicycle/pedestrian safety program and
$500 million for transit operations.

The ballot measure incorporates results from
VTA’s Envision Silicon Valley effort – an 18-
month public outreach project which gathered
input from transportation professionals, stake-
holder groups and community organizations on
transportation needs.

Gladwyn d’Souza, Transportation Chair of
the Sierra Club’s Loma Prieta Chapter, is against
Measure B. He believes that VTA needs to go in
a new direction. “Among the measure’s goals, its
authors intend it to ‘relieve traffic on the express-

ways and key highway interchanges.’
Unfortunately for county residents, this is wish-
ful thinking,” he says. “History shows that traffic
only gets worse as the population and the econo-
my grows. Back in the 1970s, a plan was devel-
oped for a network of light rail lines that would
cover Santa Clara County. However, rather than
implement that plan, a network of expressways
and highways was built instead. That decision is
the direct cause of today’s traffic congestion.”

Chris O’Connor, Senior Associate for
Transportation and Housing for the Silicon
Valley Leadership Group, supports Measure B:
“The city and federal government are getting out
of the business of funding transportation infra-
structure,” he says. “We’ve been successful get-
ting money to bring BART to Milpitas and San
Jose this year because we asked for specific pro-
tected funding. Infrastructure is collapsing. We
need to pass this ballot measure now, at pace
with our red hot economy, or things will get
worse.”

d’Souza says that VTA promised that the cen-
ter divider of Hwy 85 would be used for light
rail. O’Connor agrees but notes that the devel-
opment of a transit only lane on Hwy 85 would
cost hundreds of millions of dollars and require
sound mitigation along the corridor.

“I see plans for high speed rail going from
nowhere to nowhere,” says d’Souza, “but I
don’t see high speed rail from San Jose to Los
Angeles. How can we ensure anything VTA
does will help us?”

“Measure B doesn’t have anything to do with
high speed rail,” says O’Connor. “Measure B

funds infrastructure improvements like longer
platforms for eight cars instead of six for BART
and infrastructure improvements for Caltrain.”

d’Souza is unconvinced that VTA will finish
what they start. “Look at the BART project,” he
says. “Not a single BART station has opened
since the funding. Some of the light rail lines
promised with the last measure were never built.

Look at their record; clearly VTA doesn’t need
more money.”

“The 2000 measure didn’t start until 2006,”
says O’Connor. “It’s a third of the way through.
Measure B brings BART to Santa Clara
University, where a people mover can finally
break ground with platform connections with
Caltrain and improved connectivity to San Jose
Airport.”

“Expansion was promised to Caltrain in the
last ballot measure and cancelled,” says d’Souza.
“Vote ‘No’ on Measure B. The record is clear.
They can’t do what they claim they’re going to
do.” d’Souza is also unhappy with the existing
transit system. “About 20 years ago, I would’ve
taken a bus or rode my bike to San Jose,” he says,
“but a generation of road expansion’s made it
too dangerous or polluted to; a nice country road
turned into Hwy 87. So, I took a train and bus
from Milpitas to get here. It took 2.5 hours.
Going home due to the decreased transit sched-
ule would take four hours, so I’m taking Uber. I
can’t imagine spending time doing that on a daily
basis. What did we hear today to make you think
there are solutions in Measure B for your average
working stiff? A failed strategy cannot be trusted.”

O’Connor has every faith in upcoming VTA
projects. “This solution was developed by your
elected officials over a three-year period,” he
says. “BART is coming next year. We’re contin-
uing our vision and bringing safety improve-
ments throughout the county. This is the most

See MEASURES, page 17

Almaden
Pierce Ridge
parcel sells for
$2.55 million

The 41-acre Pierce Ridge
parcel in Almaden
Valley has been sold to

a private buyer for $2.55 mil-
lion. The property borders the
Almaden Quicksilver County
Park, with access from the end of McAbee
Road and Whispering Pines Drive in San
Jose.

The parcel is now in control of the buyer
who will most likely build a single family
home next to Almaden Quicksilver Park.
The property has rolling hills and oak trees.
It's inhabited by a variety of wildlife includ-

ing black-tailed deer, quail, turkeys and wild
pigs.

Santa Clara County officials have
expressed interest in the parcel for more than
a decade with a hope of someday utilizing
the parcel for the parks and trail system.
According to sources, the agreement was not
forthcoming. See PIERCE RIDGE, page 8

Several November ballot measures were debated at a recent AVCA forum. From left: Debate Moderator & AVCA Director
Bob Strain, Councilmember Johnny Khamis, Prior Councilmember Pete Constant. Photos by Lorraine Gabbert

From left: Chris O'Connor and Gladwyn d'Souza
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The EEffect MMARGARET && DDAVID hhave
on hhomes ccan bbe ddescribed iin oone wword: SSOLD

TThhiinnkkiinngg ooff sseelllliinngg aanndd wwoonnddeerriinngg wwhhaatt uuppggrraaddeess mmiigghhtt ggiivvee tthhee bbeesstt rreettuurrnn oonn yyoouurr ddoollllaarr?? 

Call MMargaret aand DDavid  aat 4408-5559-22130 ffor aa ccomplimentary cconsultation.

2609 La Mirada Drive 2580 Baton Rouge Drive

6336 Gondola Way 950 Hurlstone Lane

PENDING PENDING

SOLD SOLD

Spacious 5 bedroom, 3 bath expanded Shadowbrook 
home with almost 2900 square feet. Much requested 

neighborhood. Walk to outstanding schools: 
Graystone, Bret Harte, Leland. 

Spectacular setting! Beautiful completely remodeled Almaden
Country Club home located on the 8th fairway with 4 bedrooms,

2.5 baths, approximately 2452 square feet and a ¼ acre lot.
Excellent schools including Leland High School.

Amazingly beautiful panoramic setting overlooking the 4th
fairway of Almaden Country Club. Spacious 5 bedroom home
with almost 2900 square feet. Excellent floorplan perfect for

family living and entertaining. Outstanding schools

Sneak Previews!
Not yet on 
multiple listing…
call for your 
private showing!

5923 Kyburz Place

6528 Skyfarm Drive 946 Marble Court

SOLD

SOLD SOLD

904 Briana Court

SOLD

6228 Via De Adrianna

PENDING
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ValleyCurrents
cur·rent (adj.) Present, topical, timely, newsworthy. (n.) Movement in a definite direction, a flow.
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Police seek help in locating
91 year old woman

The San Jose Police Department needs the pub-
lic's assistance locating a 91 year old missing
female at risk.

Kimiko Toji, 91,
walked away from
her home on Cresta
Vista Way in South
San Jose earlier this
week and has not
returned. Toji has a
medical condition
that requires immedi-
ate attention.

She was last seen wearing glasses, black sweat-
shirt and light blue pants. She has a broken left
arm and is wearing a splint for support. Ms. Toji
is approximately 5'2" and weighs 104 pounds. She
has brown eyes and grey hair.

If located please call San Jose PD Dispatch at
408-277-8911.

Holy Family Parish Annual
Holiday Boutique Nov. 19-20 

Holy Family Parish has announced their 14th
Annual Holiday Boutique will be held on Nov. 19-20.

A wide variety of gifts for children and adults
alike will be on sale for the two day event. Hours
for the event are 10 a.m -5 p.m. on Saturday, and
9 a.m. - 4 p.m. on Sunday.

Raffles will also be conducted for several valu-
able prizes such as an American Girl Doll, a
LEGO kit, a Nespresso machine, jewelry, decorat-
ed Christmas trees, and more.

Lunch will be available at the Parish snack bar.
Holy Family Parish Community Center is locat-

ed at 4848 Pearl Ave., San Jose.
For more information, call (408) 265-4040.

Friends of Almaden Library
book sale Nov. 5

The Friends of the Almaden Library Fall Book
Sale event will be held on Nov. 5 at the Almaden
Library.

The book sale will be held from 9 a.m. to 2:30
p.m. at the Almaden Library, located at 6445
Camden Ave. in San Jose.

Nearly all of the library's huge selection of gen-
tly used books will be priced at $1 each. All pro-
ceeds support local neighborhood library pro-
grams benefitting the Almaden community.

Please bring your own bags.
The Almaden Library is located at 6445

Camden Ave San Jose, CA 95120

Board to Vote on Emergency
Proclamation for Loma Fire

The Santa Clara County Board of Supervisors
will vote on ratifying a Proclamation of a Local
Emergency proclamation for the Loma fire.

The meeting is scheduled Tuesday, October 4,
which would allow the County to receive mutual
aid in repairing damage caused by the Loma Fire
and firefighting efforts. Several mud slides were
reported due to the recent storm.

The Board action is necessary to extend a
proclamation of emergency issued by County
Executive Jeff Smith, acting as Director of
Emergency Services, on Thursday, September 29.
Within 14 days of its ratification, the Board can
review the proclamation to determine if it is still
warranted.

"Even after the fire is 100 percent contained,
there will be a lot of work to do," said Board
President Dave Cortese. "We will need help with
recovery and rehabilitation of the land. This
proclamation will allow us to request mutual aid
for work in those areas." 

The Tuesday meeting will begin at 9 a.m. in the
Board Chambers of the County Government
Center, 70 West Hedding Street, San Jose. Click
here for a report on the resolution the Board will
consider.

Holy Spirit Girl Scouts efforts benefit many

More than 55 Girl Scouts from Holy
Spirit School and 20 volunteer par-
ents recently gathered on an early dis-

missal day for the first all-troop community
service project of the year.

The girls made blankets for the homeless, pet
toys for animal shelters and holiday cards for
our military men and women.

Holy Spirit School Daisy Girl Scouts, from
Kindergarten and first grade, worked alongside
the Brownie, Junior and Cadette Girl Scouts
from grades 2-7.

Parent volunteers cut enough fleece for 51
blankets, while the older girls patiently taught
the younger ones how to tie knots to secure the
blanket pieces.

One Girl Scout was overheard explaining
that you should, “Tie each knot on these blan-
kets with love.” The blankets will be donated to
Sacred Heart Community Services for distribu-
tion this winter through their homeless out-
reach programs. When the blankets were com-
plete, the girls piled them all together and
paused to admire their handiwork and pray for
those who will use their blankets this winter.

Part of the Girl Scout Law teaches girls to
“use their resources wisely,” and the Holy Spirit
Scouts put the law to work when they turned
the blanket scraps into something useful instead
of throwing them away. They braided and tied
the fabric’s selvage pieces into dog toys that will

be donated to a local animal shelter. For some,
this was their first experience braiding and once
again, the older girls offered a helping hand.

The girls also spent part of the afternoon cre-
ating cards for Operation Holiday Cards 2016,
a popular Girl Scout community project that
gathers thousands of cards and sends them to
the armed forces serving in Iraq and
Afghanistan during the holiday season. The
girls hope their artwork and kind words will
help lift the spirits of those serving our country

far from home this holiday season.
Holy Spirit School is a PreK through eighth

grade Catholic school located on Redmond
Avenue in Almaden. For information, please
visit their website at http://www.holyspirit-
school.org.

For information about Sacred Heard Heart
Community Services, a non-denominational, non-
profit organization that provides integrated services
on site, free of charge to all in need, please visit their
website at sacredheartcs.org.

The girls made blankets for the homeless, pet toys for animal shelters and holiday cards for our military men
and women.
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MARK&MADELINE
CHIAVETTA

WE PUT THE “FULL” IN FULL SERVICE!
Mark’s MMobile: 4408.425.2848      MMadeline’s MMobile: 4408.506.5393
EEmmaaiill:: iinnffoo@@tthheecchhiiaavveettttaass..ccoomm  WWeebbppaaggee:: wwwwww..tthheecchhiiaavveettttaass..ccoomm
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Coldwell Banker International
Presidents Premier, Top 1%

1266 Hillcrest Drive
Gorgeous Country Club Home!

Situated on the 9th hole of the Almaden Country Club Golf
Course. Lovely swimming pool and jacuzzi.  

3 bedrooms, 2.5 bathrooms, 
Approximately 1,824 square feet of 
living space. Top Almaden Schools. 

Price Upon Request
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7170 Wooded Lake Drive
Fabulous Two Story Almaden Valley Home!

Two master suites, Chefs kitchen, Garage with additional work
space. Situated on a 15,300 square foot lot.

4 Bedrooms, 3.5 Bathrooms.
Approximately 2,800 square feet of living space.

Top Almaden Schools
Price Upon Request
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6604 Rocky Crest Drive
Fabulous Two Story Almaden Valley Home!

Lovely Graystone Property with 2,477 square feet of living space.
Featuring 4 Bedrooms and 3 Full Bathrooms. Situated on an

approximate 7,802 square foot corner lot.
Award winning Almaden schools.

SOLD
IN

6 DAY
S 

7182 Wooded Lake Drive
Beautiful Almaden Valley Property 

In A Lush Wooded Setting!
Sitting on an approximate 31,200 square foot lot, 

this stunning home offers approximately 
3,733 square feet of interior living space.

4 spacious bedrooms and 3 full bathrooms.  
Award Winning Almaden Schools.

Buy
er 

Rep
res

en
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ion
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By Donald J. DeVries
Special to the Times

This week’s question:
I served on a jury in Santa Clara County

Superior Court a few weeks ago. Quite an expe-
rience. One question I have is still on my mind.
Please let me know what the judge was reading
from the end of the case that dealt with the
judge’s “instructions”.

George G.
Almaden Valley

Dear George:
Very good question, George. Not that many

individuals get to serve on a jury and not that
many seem to notice the “instructions” at the
end of the trial phase of the case.

The judge is an expert on the law, of course,
but jurors do not know the law and therefore
need to be told what the law is in that particular
setting. Jurors decide matters of fact that are in
dispute and the judge helps the process by
explaining what the law is and is not, based upon
the facts as found by the jury.

The above may sound a bit involved, but it is
part of the best system of justice on our planet,
in my opinion. Bar none.

The “instructions” are based on a couple of
hundred years of experience in this country, expe-
rience dealing with a combination of previous
cases decided by our state and federal courts,
statutes passed by our legislative bodies, and mat-
ters of which the Court can take judicial notice.

You did not say in your question if you served
on a civil case are criminal case, so these com-
ments will apply to both types of cases.

It is no easy job to create proper jury instruc-
tions, and they do not appear out of nowhere
overnight. A special committee has been set up

for many years to prepare and
update good jury instructions, a
committee of judges called the
“Judicial Council of California
Advisory Committee on Civil
Jury Instructions.”

The Judicial Council of
California has worked hard at
making all jury instructions easy
to understand by using plain lan-
guage so that all jurors and we
attorneys can understand.

Almaden Times readers can go
online and enter “California Jury
Instructions” in their browsers
and up will come a wealth of
information about our jury
instructions, both civil (“CACI”)
and criminal (“CALCRIM”).
(The acronym “CACI” in pro-
nounced “Casey”.)

In preparation of this article, I went online,
brought up google.com and entered “California
Jury Instructions”. The first option for informa-
tion was “Jury Instructions for Judges and
Attorneys” with a subtitle “Plain Language Civil
and Criminal Jury Instructions for Judges and
Attorneys.”

You also can go online and find the same
material, of course. You can read all about our
jury instructions and why they are stated as they
are. A lot of valuable information is available
with a few mouse clicks.

You will see for yourself how many hundreds
of instructions are available and how much vari-
ety there is. It is quite eye opening.

In trial work, toward the end of the case the
attorneys typically meet with the judge in his or
her office, called “chambers”, to discuss what

instructions the Court should give
to the jury. This is a very impor-
tant step in the trial of the case and
cases are often won or lost,
depending on what instructions
the judge reads to the jurors when
the evidence is in and legal argu-
ments are completed by both
sides.

The judge wants to have it right
too, since the side that lost the case
may have the right to file an appeal
with the Court of Appeal, based
on faulty jury instructions. Often
some compromise language in the
instructions may work to the satis-
faction of both sides. So, you can
see how important those instruc-
tions are in considering the whole
case.

I am sure the attorneys for both
sides expressed their gratitude at the end of the
case for your jury service, but just in case they
did not, for some reason, thank you so much for
your jury service.

Once again, good question, George. I would
think that you are ready for a break in jury serv-
ice now, but best wishes in the process if you ever
serve again as a juror.

Donald J. DeVries 
Almaden Times

You can reach Mr. DeVries with your questions by
email at don@almadenvalleylawyers.com, with “Almaden
Times” in the subject line, telephone at (408)268-9500,
fax at (408)268-6502, or mail at DeVries Law Office,
6475 Camden Avenue, Suite 200, San Jose, CA
95120. Your true name will not be used. No attorney-
client relationship is created by these articles.

Times Feature

Expires 11/15/16

California jury instructions are many and varied

Healing Touch Chiropractic Clinic
2724 Aborn Road, San Jose, CA 95121

* Introductory Price Available for First Time Clients *
Ask About Our Discount Massage Package!

Please call
(408) 393-1099
to schedule an
appointment

Expires 11/15/16

Professional Staff
Rosario Espinoza, CMT
Leticia Espinoza, CMT

Swedish Massage
Deep Tissue Massage

Massage Therapy

Voted
Best 

Massage

Fall Special

$35 special
1 hour with 

this ad

Ask The
Lawyer
Donald J. DeVries,
Attorney at Law

For past articles, 
visit our web site at

www.almadenvalleylawyers.com

Tips for safe driving
By Barbara Broyles
Special to the Times
Do you have a new driver in the family? My

best advice to new drivers is take and complete
Driver Training before driving with parents. Very
often new drivers pickup unsafe driving habits and
techniques without realizing what they are doing
wrong.

Parents are normally aware the new driver is
making mistakes, but don’t always know what the
cause of the mistake is, so they cannot correct it.
It is very easy to turn a driving error into a lifetime
bad habit which may lead to collisions.

Learning to drive is difficult due to the fact that
we have so much traffic and so many uneducated
and/or under skilled drivers on the road. The
DMV does not have the time or resources to give
a real skill test, which should consist of 30 to 45
minutes of on-the-road driving. So it is up to each
individual to work at traffic safety - and of course,
turn off the cell phone while driving. No text or
call is worth your life.

So parents, watch your driving habits.
Someone important is watching you.

Barbara Broyles is from Allied Driving School,
which is celebrating 39 years of business in San Jose at
1064 Lincoln Avenue. Call (408) 972-4591 for more
information.

Pierce Ridge
Continued from page 1

The original owner of the parcel, Joe
Pierce, is a Modesto dairy farmer. Pierce has
expressed interest in selling the property to
the Santa Clara County Parks and
Recreation Department, but the window of
opportunity expired. The county said the
price was too high at an asking price of
$2.95 million.

Map courtesy of Therese Swan, Almaden Valley.
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By Sean Eastwood
Times staff writer

The Episcopal Church
in Almaden is spon-
soring a special

Pumpkin Patch event, which
is located at the tree lot next
to the church property locat-
ed at 6581 Camden Avenue,
two blocks east of Almaden
Expressway. The event runs
through Oct. 31 from 11 a.m.
to 7 p.m. Monday – Saturday
and 1 p.m. to 7 p.m. on
Sunday.

The event is a family-
friendly offering for the enjoyment of
Almaden residents. All proceeds
from the pumpkin sales are distrib-
uted to children and families in need
through existing programs at The
Episcopal Church in Almaden
(ECA).

The Pumpkin Patch has 25 vari-
eties of premium quality pumpkins,
including Swan Pumpkins. Unique
gourds will also be offered.
Informational displays highlighting
ECA programs that support children
and families in need, and will provide
fun for small children and families.

The church is participating with a
30 year-old organization, Pumpkin
Patch Fundraisers, a faith-based
group. Their pumpkins are grown
only for fundraising for charitable
purposes, and are sustainably grown,
both agriculturally and socially. The
pumpkins grow on a 1200 acre farm
on the Navajo reservation in

Farmington, NM. The field workers
and full time staff are Native
Americans. The organization has a
positive and lasting impact on a
region that experiences 42 percent
unemployment.

ECA has organized and planned
this event and have asked for volun-
teers to help to staff the Patch, but
they didn’t stop there – the Marines
are coming to help unload 700 pump-
kins on the morning of October 8th.
Other community based organiza-
tions are also being asked, such as the
San Jose Police Department, the Boy
Scouts, the Girl Scouts, and other
community-based organizations to
volunteer as well.

ECA is inviting everyone to come
and have fun and purchase a pump-
kin to help support those in need. If
you have any questions or would like
to help, contact ECA at Office@eca-
sj.org.

The San Jose Police
Department is asking
for the public's assis-

tance locating a missing per-
son at risk, 36-year-old Ryann
Jennifer Kasses.

Jennifer was last seen on
Oct. 5, 2016 at approximately
7:55 p.m. at the Target store located
on Cotttle Rd. in South San Jose. The
family reported the missing person is
possibly suicidal.

The missing person is described as

5 feet 4 inches, 150 pounds,
long blonde hair, and hazel
eyes. She was last seen wear-
ing a black fleece jacket, black
cropped workout leggings,
and pink jogging shoes.

The vehicle associated to
the missing person is a medi-

um gray 2014 Mercedes Benz ML
350 SUV (CA Lic. # 7FHC871).

If seen, please notify the San Jose
Police Department's Missing Person
Unit at (408) 277-4786 or call 911.

Times Community News

Police seek help in finding missing person 

Episcopal Church Pumpkin Patch now open

Pumpkin love
A couple show their devotion to pumpkins at
the Half Moon Bay Pumpkin Festival, which
was held Oct. 15.
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SAN JOSE ALMADEN
1096 BLOSSOM HILL ROAD, SUITE 200   408.448.4488

PLEASANTON $2,399,000
6 BR 4 BA Kottinger Ranch Beauty
custom built home with pool and
spa. Solar heated & Large yard.
Close to schools and Downtown!
Bimla Sabhlok, 
CalBRE #00939221 408-807-6492

WILLOW GLEN $1,999,999
4 BR 3.5 BA Highly sought after neighborhood. Gourmets
kitchen with Taupe finished, Maple cabinets, Granite slab
counters, & high end GE appliances
Randy Pertner, 
CalBRE #00840137 
408-499-1800

ALMADEN VALLEY $1,999,888
5 BR 4 BA Exquisite tri-level
home with a desirable floor plan
and spectacular unobstructed
views of the Valley.
Kamran Chitgar, 
CalBRE #01051256 

THE VILLAGES GOLF 
& COUNTRY CLUB $1,288,000
2 BR 2.5 BA BEST home on Village
View Loop with Views! Completely
remodeled with no dollars spared.
Virtual tour located at
RonMasonRealtor.com
Ron Mason, 
CalBRE #01145613 408-896-6794

MILPITAS $949,000
4 BR 3 BA Spacious updated fami-
ly home. Updated kitchen w/ stain-
less steel appliances & gas stove
Kim Nicholson, 
CalBRE #01799950 
408-506-5447

BLOSSOM VALLEY $829,000
5 BR 2.5 BA Tastefully remodeled
home with lots of natural light &
fresh interior paint!
Guadalupe Silva, 
CalBRE #01298641 
408-839-9009

BLOSSOM VALLEY $799,000
4 BR 2 BA CORNER LOT! Low main-
tenance back yard with paved patio.
Close to shops/restaurants on Cottle
& Kaiser. Easy access to Hwy
85/87/101
Robyn McKeon Powers, 
CalBRE #01378342 408-582-3785

BLOSSOM VALLEY $789,000
3 BR 2 BA Wonderful Thousand Oaks
neighborhood with spacious floorplan
and open style kitchen/family room
opening to backyard & sparkling pool
Robyn McKeon Powers, 
CalBRE #01378342 
408-582-3785
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Times Local News

By Councilmember Johnny
Khamis

Special to the Times

After receiving many
requests to explain local
measures, I asked my staff

to research our local Bond meas-
ures that will have an effect on
your wallet if you are a home-
owner or property owner in San
Jose.

When a bond is described in the
ballot summary, it will list the
total amount of the bonds. The
bond repayment is funded with a
tax applied to your yearly property
tax bill. The tax information is not
typically provided in the ballot
summary, but it is included in the
full ballot information that you will receive. You
may visit the Santa Clara County Registrar of
Voters website at www.sccvote.org for ballot sum-
maries and more election-related information.

When bonds are issued, the cost of the bonds
is spread over the taxable property within the
jurisdiction of the entity issuing the bonds. This
cost is then added to your property tax bill as a
new assessment on the value of your property
(an ad-valorem tax).

We have taken a look at each local measure
that may have a direct effect on your finances
and illustrated what it would cost for someone
who owns a condo with an assessed value of
$500,000 and what it would cost someone with
a home assessed at the current median price for
a San Jose home of $822,700 (from
Zillow.com), in the chart at the top of the page.

By adding up the relevant cost estimates, you
can calculate the total effect on your household
budget were each of these measures to pass. For
example, if you live in San Jose (which is with-
in Santa Clara County), within the San Jose-
Evergreen Community College District, the
East Side Union High School District, and the
Oak Grove School District, and own a property
assessed at $500,000, you could pay $439.55 in
additional tax each year ($63.30 + $94.75 +

$149.50 + $132.00). If you own
a home assessed at the median
price of $822,700, you could pay
$638.04 in new taxes ($104.15 +
$155.90 + $245.99 + $132.00). If
you are not a property owner,
but you rent, the additional
property-based taxes that your
rental property provider is pay-
ing can have an effect on your
own monthly rent when you
next renew your lease, or more
quickly if you are a month-to-
month renter.

In addition to the new parcel
and property-value-based taxes
that you will vote on other local
measure that may affect your
household budget, so be sure to

review your ballot information carefully.
Measure G, for example, increases the business
tax for most businesses within San Jose, but
provides new exemptions for small businesses
and those who earn a little extra money from
self-employment. You may read more details
about Measure G in the City Attorney's impar-
tial analysis of the measure. : https://sanjose-
ca.gov/DocumentCenter/View/60153

However you decide to vote on the numerous
ballot measures on the November ballot that
you will consider - be sure to get fully informed
and know how these measures will affect you,
your friends, and neighbors before you make
your decision!

If you are not registered to vote, the deadline
is October 24th. To register online, visit regis-
tertovote.ca.gov. Also, the Santa Clara County
Registrar of Voters needs hundreds of poll
workers (Elections Officers) for election day,
Tuesday, November 8th. Elections Officers
receive a stipend of $115 to $200 for the day. If
you are part of a non-profit and have a group of
people that wants to volunteer, you can raise
money for your non-profit in lieu of the stipend.
For more information call 408-299-POLL
[7655].

See you at the polls!

District 10
Report

Johnny Khamis,
City Councilmember

Local bond measures explained for property owners

There's a desperate need for volunteers to
staff the polls at hundreds of sites throughout
the South Bay.

Santa Clara County's Registrar of Voters
(ROV) sent work out that it needs more than
2,000 election officers to serve at 836 polling
places.

At least half must be bilingual, preferably
fluent in Spanish and Chinese. Also needed
are volunteers who speak Tagalog,
Vietnamese, Hindi, Japanese, Khmer and

Korean.
Volunteers can earn a stipend of up to

$200 for their work for Election Day.
However, training is required beforehand.

Election officers must be registered to vote,
legal residents or high school students aged
16 or older with a grade point average of at
least 2.5.

To sign up, visit www.sccvote.org, or call
(408) 282-3207.

Volunteers needed to staff polls on Election Day
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Football: Branham blanks Leland
By Kunal Dutta 
Prep2Prep.com

Tanner Scattini's 24-yard touchdown pass to Jesus Ruiz
was the first score in a Branham Homecoming
blowout over Leland, 31-0 on Oct 7.

"All we did was drive down the field and play hard,"
Scattini commented.

The momentum of the game carried on from there, with a
Scattini pass to a diving Nick Majors for a 30-yard touch-
down. The Bruins led 17-0 at halftime, after a Tyler
Pesavento field goal late in the second quarter.

Leland (0-6, 0-3) failed to create offense into the second
half, punting to Ruiz, who returned it 63 yards to the Leland
seven-yard line. Branham capitalized on the field position
with a one-yard run from Nolan Gallagher, as the lead went
up to 24-0. On the next Branham drive, fueled by a 60-yard
run from Gallagher, Ruiz ran in a 15-yard touchdown with

six seconds left in the third quarter.
Branham was able to maintain their shutout into the fourth

quarter, as Leland was stuffed at the one-yard line on fourth
down. To end the game, D'Ante Bonnard picked off a des-
peration pass to culminate a dominating victory.

"Hard work and practice got us here," said Branham coach

Nick Gardiner. "We set a goal tonight and we achieved that
goal through working hard in practice."

Gardiner also recognized that the team's current success in
league play has created higher expectations.

"When you're undefeated this far, people will notice you,"
Gardiner said. "And we have to practice that much harder."

"It all comes from practice," Scattini agreed. "That's how
we stay undefeated in the league.”
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‘Peter Pan’ prequel to be presented
by Bellermine College Prep 

Bellarmine College
Prep’s Department of
Visual and Perform-

ing Arts presents "Peter
and the Starcatcher." 

Described as a "grown-
up prequel" to the Peter
Pan story and based on
the popular novel series
by Dave Barry, this family-friendly show features comedy,
singing and dancing, sword fights, pirates, and mermaids.

Performances are Oct. 28, 29, Nov. 3, 4 and 5 at 7:30 p.m., and
Oct. 30 at 2 p.m.

All shows are at the Main Stage Theatre of Sobrato Center for
Performing Arts on the Bellarmine campus, 960 West Hedding
Street, San Jose. Tickets are available online at: bcp.org.

Branham celebrates their win over Leland.

San Jose survives late Leland rally
By Aaron Tan
Prep2Prep.com

The San Jose Bulldogs proved themselves to be a legitimate
contender in the BVAL-Santa Teresa Division, improving
to 3-4 this season in a solid 27-14 win over the Leland

Chargers, who fall to 0-7 on the season.
The Bulldogs started off the scoring in the game, putting up the

first touchdown of the game in the first quarter, with junior Kylan
Harris throwing a 15-yard strike to senior Carlos Guerra, who
walked into the end zone. However, Leland proved to San Jose
that they were not going to go down without a fight, answering
back with a classic old-school nine-minute drive that ended in a
two-yard touchdown run by sophomore Kyle Anderson.

The Chargers looked like they were going to go into the locker
room at halftime with a 7-6 lead, but the Bulldogs wanted one
more chance of putting up points before the half. With 30 seconds
left in the first half, the Bulldogs drove 70 yards down the field for
one final touchdown in the first half, with Harris throwing a 22-
yard fade to Guerra, who made a leaping catch over two Chargers
defenders in the corner of the end zone to score his second touch-
down of the night. San Jose stormed into the locker room with all
the momentum, holding a 13-7 lead at half.

Coming out of the locker room, San Jose's job was to protect
the lead, and they leaned on the running game in order to do just
that. The Bulldogs scored late in the third quarter with a three-yard
touchdown run by Harris on a quarterback keeper to make the
score 20-7. All the Bulldogs needed to do was to close the game
out in the fourth quarter, where games are won and lost. However,
the Chargers came back to life in the fourth quarter, with
Anderson scoring on a 33-yard touchdown with six minutes left in
the game, cutting the Bulldogs' lead to 20-14 and making it a one
possession game.

Unfortunately for the Chargers, however, the Bulldogs seemed
unfazed by the touchdown run and answered right back, marching
down the field for an 80-yard drive, capped off by a 22-yard touch-
down run by senior Santiago De La Cruz, icing the game for a sat-
isfying win.

The Chargers fall to 0-7 on the season, but are looking to end
their season on a positive note by taking advantage of their last
three games being at home.

"The mentality is - gets some wins for our seniors. We end the
season with three straight games at home," said Leland coach
Mike Ward. "We get to play in front of our fans, the kids get to
play in front of their peers. We got Homecoming, we got Senior
Night to honor all of our seniors, guys who have been doing this
for four years, and have been through all these tough times. So, the
mentality is just to keep pushing forward. If you decide to quit
now, if you decide to let up now, it may or may not hinder you
tomorrow, or next week in a game, but at some point down the
road, it's going to affect you negatively in your life, because you're
going to start to give up on other things, and that's the big picture
for these kids."
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accountable measure in recent history; it takes 75
percent of the VTA board to change anything in
Measure B. That’s the reason why we have such
a large endorsement.”

MEASURE F: City Pension Modifications
Measure F was created by the city and its

unions to “stop funding retiree health care for
new employees, potentially reduce costs of sup-
plemental pension payments, reinstate disability
retirement provisions for injured police officers,
firefighters and other city employees.” Viewed as
a compromise, it would replace 2012’s Measure
B, which resulted in an exodus of police officers
and years of intense litigation. Former coun-
cilmember Pete Constant believes that as voters
passed Measure B’s pension reforms, only they
have the right to change the terms of Measure B.

Councilmember Johnny Khamis supports
Measure F as he believes that ‘A bird in the hand
is worth two in the bush.’ “What we have with
Measure F is a bird in the hand,” he says. “With
Measure B, it’s two birds stuck in that bush; the
court system. Positions are tenuous and could go
backwards.” Khamis believes that Measure F
will fix many of the problems associated with
Measure B, attract and retain police officers and
make San Jose more competitive with surround-
ing cities. “We need to keep our police officers
here, where we want them,” he says, “and keep
us out of the courts, saving millions of dollars.
This is a negotiated settlement; health insurance
alone saves us millions of dollars immediately.
Let’s take the bird in the hand and let Measure F
fix our problems…get our police back on the
force patrolling neighborhoods and keeping our
city safe.”

“In 2012, when voters passed Measure B, the
city was facing unprecedented liability for pen-

sion and retiring healthcare,” says Constant.
“Measure B was passed by 70 percent of the vot-
ers. Tier 2 under Measure B has been stable and
the contribution rates have declined since being
put in place. Tier 2 was not litigated and isn’t
pending in court, but the primary changes in
Measure F are in Tier 2. Since 2012, the unfund-
ed liabilities in the broken part of Tier 1 have
escalated on the pension side to $2.4 billion; the
interest payment alone is $179 million a year on
that debt. Measure B and F both prohibit retroac-
tive pension increases, but sandwiched in-
between is a huge retroactive increase. About
1300 employees will receive retroactive pension
increases immediately, but only 100 are police
officers. We hear about this helping public safety
but 95 percent of the people receiving benefits
are not police officers or firefighters. What will
happen is an additional $10 million in debt on
day one. Pension costs will increase 25 percent
and the cost of living increase is up 33 percent. It
lowers the retirement age and will create a new
retiree benefit for retirees already retired. Over
the next 30 years, it’s a cost increase of $369 bil-
lion.”

Khamis says he agrees with Constant to a
point. “You haven’t been around to know what’s
been happening with the rest of our staff,” he
told Constant. “Half the electricians in our city
have gone to better jobs. To get sanitation and
sewer workers we have to contract out at higher
rates. We’re understaffed. Yes, there are pay rais-
es in Tier 2 programs that will cost us more
money. Is it worth it to have your sewers and
electricity working? With Measure F, we may
have given up on some things in Measure B, but
we’re going to stop being sued; we spent millions
on lawsuits as well as staff time. The unions are
no longer working against us every day. The
morale in our staff has increased tremendously.
It’s not a perfect solution, but one that will help

us get more police officers and staff working for
us.”

Constant believes that the city should pay for
services while they’re being delivered. “Let’s stop
making promises we don’t know if our general
fund can deliver,” he says. “About $2.4 billion of
promises have not been kept and now more
promises are being made and we don’t even
know how much they’re going to cost. When
these pension bills come due and they can’t be
paid, you are going to see a repeat of what we
did during the recession with millions in deficits
every year. We’re putting the bills on our children
and grandchildren and future residents for 30 to
60 years to come.”

Khamis says that the city has restored 10 per-
cent of its workers’ voluntary wage reductions,
given them an increase that will go into effect at
the end of December and a five percent retention
bonus if they stay for a year. “Other cities have
businesses left and right so they can pay police
officers more,” he says. “If you count in pen-
sions, we’re in the top 85th percentile, but if you
just look at take home pay, we’re still low.”

“If you look at total compensation, San Jose
pays more than any other jurisdiction in the

state,” says Constant, “because the contribution
rates under Tier 1 exceed 92 or 93 percent of pay-
roll. For every hundred thousand dollars you pay
a police officer, you have to pay $93,000 in pen-
sion contributions. A police officer or firefighter
will get 80 percent of their final salary. Most of
the protections written in Measure B in the char-
ter have been taken out of the charter language
and defer to the municipal code that can be
changed on any given Tuesday.”

Khamis says he’s considering the risks. “If
Measure F loses,” he says, “then we’re back in
the courts fighting for Measure B. If Measure B
also loses, we’re back at Tier 1 and back to pay-
ing massive pensions much larger than the new
Tier 2 will be if Measure F passes. As the person
who has been trying to look out for the bottom
line in this city, I would rather take ‘the bird in
the hand’ and not go back to the legal court sys-
tem that skews toward labor in this state where
we may end up losing everything. Measure F will
also fix problems with our police department.
We want them to come back and to join our
police department when they finish our acade-
mies. I hope with the passing of Measure F, we’ll
be a more competitive city for hiring people and
that they’ll be happy to stay and work for us.”

MEASURE X: Parcel Tax for SJ City/
Evergreen Community Colleges - $748 million

If passed, Measure X, a local $748,000,000
education bond, will repair and upgrade San
Jose City College and Evergreen Valley College
campuses and classrooms, including updating
nursing, science, technology and engineering
labs. It would expand educational resources for
veterans, improve campus safety and security
and remove asbestos and lead paint at some of
the district’s older buildings.

Wendy Ho, San Jose/Evergreen Community 
Continued on next page

From left: Sandy Engel and Thomas Holford debate the
issues. Photo by Lorraine Gabbert
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College District board member explains the
importance of Measure X to residents. “We are
on a precipice of a skilled workforce crisis,” she
says. “By 2025, California is likely to face a
shortage of workers with post-secondary educa-
tion. The shortage of these workers might be as
high as 1.5 million by 2025, and 30 percent of
high growth industries like nursing will require
some college if not a master’s degree.
Community colleges like Evergreen Valley
College and San Jose City College are on the
front lines of creating the workforce we need for
these new jobs. We are creating career pathways
starting with high schools with dual enrollment
agreements in which high school students grad-
uate with associate degrees. We are investing in
technical education and with the San Jose
Promise Program providing free college for two
years to graduates of San Jose high schools.
We’ve increased graduation and transfer rates to
the highest in district history, maintained strong
fiscal oversight, strengthened our reserves as a
district and received near perfect audits to AA
credit ratings. We’ve refinanced bonds, saving
taxpayers about $30 million. We need to contin-
ue to provide technology and a quality educa-
tion for our students. A vote for Measure X is a
vote for our students, our economy and our
future.”

District 10 Chief of Staff Shane Connolly
spoke as a private citizen against Measure X. “I
recognize the importance of having good facili-
ties for a great learning environment, and
schools certainly needs good facilities and quali-
ty programs and classes,” he says. “But, propo-
nents make it sound like if you don’t pass this
bond measure now, we’re dooming children to a
fate that sounds like something out of a horror
movie: leaking roofs, asbestos, lead paint and
safety issues. We gave them $343 million with
the 2004 and 2010 ballot measure bonds.
Measure X is asking too much of your money at
the wrong time. They don’t have a clear and
focused spending plan. It would add $95 to your
tax bill. Although the economy’s recovered, not
everyone’s recovered the same way and it could
put some at risk. About $110 million remains
unspent of $343 million from the other tax
measures. They’re also competing with other
bonds at this time.”

Ho says that the colleges have long-term pri-
ority plans and one of the strongest oversight
committees and transparency as to how they
spend the bond dollars. “We have been good
stewards of the money,” she says.

Connolly has his doubts. “In their plan, they
have a huge list of everything possible to spend
money on, including land and parking lots,” he
says. “This isn’t essential to the education of
children. They spent $3 million of the 2004
funding renovating district offices and $13 mil-
lion of the 2010 bond on new district offices in
downtown San Jose. Do you really want to trust
this money will go where they’re promising it
will? I encourage them to spend the money they
have, $110 million from the previous bonds, and
go back to voters in a few years.”

Ho says the colleges have already completed a
number of projects with those bond dollars.
“We’re transforming lives and with the cost of
higher education skyrocketing, our community
colleges are more critical than ever,” she says.
“We need to invest in our future. Silicon Valley
has always been a center of innovation and we
want to keep our vision in place.”

MEASURE Y: Parcel Tax for San Jose
Unified Education Programs - $5 million
annually

The San Jose Unified School District
(SJUSD) seeks voter approval for a property tax
to support reading, writing, math, the arts and
science. The $72 parcel tax would raise $5 mil-
lion a year for eight years. The measure would

restrict funds from paying district salaries. Senior
citizens would be exempt.

San Jose Unified Board of Education Trustee
Sandy Engel urges voters to say “Yes” on
Measure Y. “We have excellent schools here,”
she says. “Leland is currently ranked in the top
100 schools. We need to be proud of what we
offer here. We want to continue to improve and
look to the future to be proactive for our stu-
dents. We have challenges, including the cost of
living for our teachers. Neighboring districts tax
dollars go directly to schools in addition to state
funding. We don’t qualify for this and have to
rely on state dollars which aren’t always reliable.
The city had to sue the state for mandated costs.
We won and got our money, but we don’t want
to have to go through the court system again.
Measure Y will be used to improve classrooms,
reading and writing programs, arts, science and
education and attract and maintain teachers. We
have an aggressive hiring process, and are
known throughout the state for our training.”

Resident Thomas Holford doesn’t believe that
SJUSD needs more funding. “Enrollment has
declined 1.3 percent a year,” he says, “District
revenue is $220 million a year and projected to
remain flat. Compensation to teachers has gone
up 24 percent in three years. They receive state,
federal, local, restricted and non-restricted rev-
enue. If the economy is roaring, why is SJUSD’s
revenue flat? “

Engel says that much of the district’s recent
costs include Common Core educational mate-
rials. “We spent two years in transition without
these materials,” she says. “The state used to
give us funds for that, but the amount has been
very reduced. Our teacher’s salaries are low to
average compared to neighboring districts. Our
training and support system are recognized, but
we need to retain these teachers. When you look
back through the years, do you think about a
favorite teacher who made a difference to you?
Our teachers are the most important part of our
district. The money would go directly to the
classroom for our student’s materials and for
teachers. It can’t be taken by the state. There will
be an oversight committee to make sure funds
are used following the ballot language.”

Holford has issues with the SJUSD budget.
“It looks like the funds can go from one bucket
to another looking at the budget,” he says. “The
revenue structure is too complex and looks like
it has lots of problems and raises lots of ques-
tions.”

Engel did her best to explain the budget.
“There are no hidden agendas,” she says. “The
funds come from the state in two categories:
restricted and unrestricted. Unrestricted funds
go into the general fund. Restricted funds go to
specific programs outlined by the state, like free
and reduced lunch. The dollars from this measure
go directly to the teachers and the classrooms and
are overseen by an oversight committee.

“In the previous school year’s budget, there’s
a special reserve fund that had $72 million in it,”
says Holford. “They have a huge reserve fund so
they don’t need this parcel tax. It says they have
to get it down to $1 or $2 million. It takes a
forensic accountant to figure out where they’re
stuffing it. I’m concerned about the funny aspect
of this. I don’t see why more funds are needed.
You have to wonder what these chess players are
doing when they’re playing their three-dimen-
sional chess.”

Engel disagrees. “I wish we were as flush as
he interprets,” she says. “With our revenue from
the state, we’ve barely reached the level we had
in 2008, before the recession. Many of our pro-
grams are offered by our parent communities.
Measure Y is a small parcel tax hoping to com-
pensate some of our teachers so we can main-
tain our classrooms. The teacher shortage is real.
It takes a tremendous amount of education to
qualify to be a teacher and the compensation is
very low. Our materials in the classrooms are in
constant need of being revised. We need to be 

Continued on next page
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proactive to give these students the education
they deserve for the 21st century and teachers can
stay here, live here and be active, working mem-
bers of our community.”

PROPOSITION 64: Legalization of Recre-
ational Marijuana Sales 

Criminal Defense Attorney Jesse Stout notes
that the ‘War on Drugs’ has had a negative, dis-
proportionate effect on people of color. Passing
Proposition 64 would downgrade those charged
with the possession and/or cultivation of mari-
juana from a felony to a misdemeanor, he says,
somewhat alleviating this. “A billion in taxes
brought in could go towards social services,” he
says. Stout sees safety as another advantage of
passing the proposition as it would ensure that
mold, pesticides or other contaminants were not
included with the marijuana. “The bond measure
would allow people to possess marijuana, grow
six plants inside their own home and carry up to
one ounce outside their home,” he says. “It
would bring clear rules and regulations for relat-
ed businesses like marijuana stores, delivery serv-
ices and growers who now operate in the black
market. Printed packages would warn that this is
not a product for children.”

To resident Gabrielle Antolovich, the ballot’s
language isn’t quite right. “They say that they will
put the marijuana into child-resistant packaging,”
she says. “What that really means is you buy your
products in boring child-resistant bags, take it
home and empty it out of the bags. We need
child-proof packaging; not child-resistant pack-
aging and we need edibles that don’t look like
gummy bears or chocolate. If you can’t tell the
difference between regular popcorn and marijua-
na-infused popcorn neither can your children. In
Colorado, they’re having a huge increase in chil-
dren and pets at the ER and vets as a result.
Marijuana edibles are the biggest part of the
industry in Colorado. Marijuana is as addictive
as any other drug and who ever heard of eating
just one potato chip or gummy bear? You can’t
eat just one.”

“If the bond measure passed, thousands of
Californians currently incarcerated for marijua-
na-related crimes could petition the court for a
reduction or dismissal of their sentences,” says
Stout. “People who already served sentences
could petition the court to have their prior con-
victions dismissed from their records, making
them eligible for housing and jobs.”

Antolovich agrees in theory. “We don’t need to
legalize marijuana in this country to address
this,” she says. “In Australia, police didn’t arrest
me when I was high on drugs. They offered to

take me to rehab. There’s something about
America that has made drug use so bad we have
to make people criminals rather than treat the
addiction. Legalizing marijuana is not the solu-
tion. Law enforcement costs will increase.
Marijuana use in driving is a problem. At what
level are you impaired? It’s easy to determine that
with alcohol, but not marijuana. Marijuana
potency has gone up exponentially. Now it’s 30
or more potency and that’s impairment. Even
Amsterdam put a cap on 15 percent potency
because it was impairing people too much, and
using alcohol and marijuana together has upped
fatalities.

“Related marijuana taxes will bring in $1 to
$1.4 billion,” says Stout, “which would pay for
new regulations. About $10 million would go to
research, $3 million to CA highway patrol to
establish new DUI protocols, $2 million to med-
ical marijuana research at UC San Diego, $50
million to a new community reinvestment fund
targeted towards alleviating the harm of the War
on Drugs on people of color. About 60 percent of
the remaining funds will go to youth drug pre-
vention, education and treatment. About 20 per-
cent will go to environmental protection and 20
percent to local governments that don’t ban the
sales of marijuana.”

“We have seen that the black market in
Colorado has not gone away, even though they
legalized marijuana,” says Antolovich. “Also,
there’s sneakiness in the writing. The proposition
says that a legislative analyst can adjust the tax
rate with market prices. Eventually, taxes will
decrease and the things Stout spoke of the fund-
ing going to, well there will be no money for any
of that. We have to really read this carefully. Just
like tobacco, once they have tons of money,
they’ll have more lobbyists, lower taxes and
increased profits. Who’s going to protect the chil-
dren and anyone else who’s vulnerable? Like peo-
ple over 21 that give underage kids free alcohol
and tobacco, what are they going to do with
excess joints? We don’t need another legal drug
and another industry like the alcohol and tobac-
co industries that keep finding legal loop holes.”

“If we make marijuana legal, we can finally
regularize it,” says Stout. “Many of the harms of
marijuana are present if it’s legal or not. Some of
those harms can be avoided by legislating and
regulating it; licensing businesses and having
rules for producers and product testing. We don’t
want our children using marijuana, but especial-
ly not if it contains dangerous molds, pesticides
or toxins. We don’t want them to use it by acci-
dent. Having packaging that clearly states, ‘This
product shouldn’t be used by children’ is an
improvement over the status quo. We can protect
our children with packaging, labeling and regula-
tion.”

Top photo (l to r): Debate Moderator & AVCA Director Bob Strain, Wendy Ho, Chief of Staff Shane Connolly. Above
photo (l to r): Strain, Jesse Stout, Gabrielle Antolovich. Photos by Lorraine Gabbert
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CAMPBELL UNITED METHODIST
CHURCH
1675 Winchester Boulevard (near
Hamilton), Campbell, 95008.
Church Office: 378-3472.
www.campbell-umc.org. E-mail us
at: campbell_umc@earthlink.net.
SUNDAY WORSHIP: 9:00 and
10:30 a.m. Handicapped, hearing-
impaired friendly facility. (Nursery
Care available). SUNDAY SCHOOL
for every age at 9:00 a.m. WHAT
YOU WILL FIND:  Youth/Young Adult
programs, Choirs for all ages,
Active Senior Fellowship, a dynamic
and diverse congregation of seek-
ers motivated to explore the ques-
tions of faith and life; opportunities
for fellowship, study, spiritual
growth and outreach. Campbell
UMC is a Reconciling Congregation
~ ALL ARE WELCOME! Campbell
UMC sponsors Bright Days pre-
school, offering a play-based,
developmentally appropriate cur-
riculum. Call 378-8422 for informa-
tion. 

CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF
ALMADEN VALLEY, UCC
6581 Camden Ave., San Jose, CA
95120
Pastor, Rev. Dr. Michele Rogers
Brigham
408 268-0243
www.AlmadenCongregational.org
We are a welcoming Church
engaged in progressive approach to
faith, worship and giving to our
local community. We are proud to
be UCC, Open and affirming (O&A)

and welcome members of the
LGBT community. We support local
Innvision Shelter Feedings once a
month, San Francisco Night
Ministry, Second Harvest Food
Bank, Church World Service, and
Communities Responding to End
Poverty.  
Worship 9:00AM, Sunday School
10:00 AM Sundays. 
1st Sundays in Worship: Holy
Communion
2nd Sunday in Worship: Folk Choir
3rd Sundays at Coffee Hour:
Round Table Disc.
4th Sundays in Worship:  Blessing
of Birthdays/Anniversaries/other
"joy" Occasions
Tuesday, AA Meetings, 8:15-9:15
PM.
Wednesdays, 9:30 AM., Women's
Study Group 

CHURCH OF CHRIST
5351 Carter Ave., San Jose 95118
408.265.5837
www.bibleroad.org
We strive to be a group of
Christians that love and honor God
and Jesus Christ in our daily lives.
We assemble each Sunday to
encourage each other through
singing, studying, praying and shar-
ing in the Lord’s supper. Simple—
just like what one reads about in
the New Testament.
Bible class at 9:30 AM
Worship at 10:30 AM
Located in south San Jose near
Kooser Rd. and Camden Ave.
(behind the Almaden Valley Athletic

Club). Come make new Christian
friends!

EAST VALLEY CHURCH
We are a Multicultural Christian
Community committed to making
Christ known to our Neighbors,
Community and World. 
Sunday Schedule: Coffee and
Conversation 9:15am Worship
9:45am, Sunday School for all ages
11:15am
Childcare is provided for all our
Sunday Services.  Our NEW
Children’s Building is Open!
Uplifting music, Biblical teaching,
ministries for Children, Youth,
College & Career, Small Groups for
all adults, Ministries to Men,
Women, Seniors, Celebrate
Recovery (Please see website for
details and meeting times
www.eastvalleychurch.com )
VBS:  June 13th  – 17th (5:45-
8:30pm) & Sports Camp:  July
18th  – 22nd (9am -12:30pm)   For
more details or to register please
visit our website
Senior Pastor – Pastor Ron
Johnson, Community-Life Pastor -
Pastor Patrick Boyd, Children’s
Ministry Co-Directors – Alyssa
Friend and Kristen Pearson
We are located at 2827 Flint Ave
(Between Tully & Norwood) San
Jose, CA 95148, Phone 408-238-
0231, e-mail info@eastvalley-
church.com
We are associated with Converge
Worldwide www.convergeworld-
wide.org

THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH IN
ALMADEN 
6581 Camden Ave. San Jose, CA
95120.  The Rev. Shelley Booth
Denney, Rector Phone:408-268-
0243 Web:www.eca-sj.org 
At the Episcopal Church in Almaden
(ECA), we are joyful followers of
Jesus Christ. Through worship,
study, fellowship and outreach, we
strive to nurture and grow a strong
faith community of believers, a
family of all ages, where each
member feels welcomed, loved,
valued and empowered to serve.
Children are especially welcomed
and cherished as an important part
of God's family. All junior high and
senior high students are welcome
to participate in our Youth Groups.
During the school year we have
joint Sunday School with our sister
church, the Congregational Church
of Almaden Valley, UCC. The
Episcopal Church in Almaden offers
the following regular opportunities
for worship: Sunday at 7:30AM and
10:45AM, Holy Communion serv-
ice. Each Sunday service is fol-
lowed by a coffee hour for friend-
ship and conversation.

EVERGREEN VALLEY CHURCH
Visit our Web Site at
wwww.evcsj.com
2750 Yerba Buena Rd. San Jose,
CA 95121. Phone: 408-274-7422.
Saturday worship is at 5 pm.
Sunday worship services at 9 am
and 11 am.. Excellent contempo-
rary Christian music and Bible-
based teaching. Nursery care and
Children’s Sunday School programs
at 9 am and 11 am. Junior High
students meet at 9am and High
School students meet at 11am.
Nuevo Comienzo: Servicio en
espanol, Domingo 4pm.

FIRST CHURCH DOWNTOWN
Worshipping at 55 N. 7th Street, in
downtown San Jose.  (Horace
Mann school) firstchurchdown-
town.com
Telephone: (408) 294-7254 x310.
We are a community serving the
Christ from the heart of the City,
working to know Jesus and make
Jesus known by serving, worship-
ping, and learning together.
Worship services are at 10:00 AM
at the Horace Mann Community
Center (7th and Santa Clara
Streets). Worship includes both
contemporary and traditional
music, a message that is relevant
to real life, based in the Bible, and
meaningful to people of all ages
and backgrounds.  We work in our
community to provide real assis-
tance and long-term, life-saving
solutions: food, housing, counsel-
ing, and spiritual direction.  Our
children's & families' ministries
include Sunday classes, outdoor
family activities such as bike rides
and fishing trips.  Come, Make a
Difference and feel the difference
God can make in your life!

HOLY SPIRIT CATHOLIC CHURCH
Faith.Knowledge.Community - this
is our promise to our members. If
you are looking for an active
Christian faith community, we invite
you to experience Holy Spirit Parish
Community. All are welcome! We
are located at 1200 Redmond
Avenue, San Jose, CA 95120.
Mass is celebrated at 8:30 a.m.

Monday - Friday. Our weekend
Mass schedule is Saturday 5 p.m.,
Sunday 8 a.m., 9:30 a.m., 11:30
a.m. and 6 p.m. Rite of
Reconciliation is every Saturday at
4 p.m. or by appointment. Our
Parish Office is open Monday -
Thursday 8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
and Friday 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Call 408-997-5100 for recorded
information or 408-997-5101 to
speak with someone in our parish
office. Information on Faith
Formation for children and adults
can be obtained by calling our
Catechetical Office at 408-997-
5115. Get in the loop with our
3sixty High School Youth Ministry
by calling 408-997-5106. Holy
Spirit School serves grades Pre-K
through 8th, and is located at 1198
Redmond Avenue. You can reach
the school office at 408-268-0794.

THE POINT CHURCH
www.ThePoint.Church
3695 Rose Terrasse Circle. San
Jose CA 95148
Located at the top of Aborn Rd and
Murillo Ave.
Come be inspired and build your
faith as we worship together this
Sunday @ 10:30 AM. KidsPoint is
our children's ministry, serving
infants through 5th grade. It is a fun
and safe experience for kids as they
grow in their walk with God. ONE is
our student ministry, serving 6th
through 12th grades. We help lead
students into a growing relationship
with Jesus through conversations,
fun and service. Because of the
diversity of Evergreen we offer
church services in 5 languages,
each with their own auditorium and
pastor.
10:30 AM English, Mandarin,
Cantonese and Cambodian.
Spanish at 1:00 PM. 

SAINT ANTHONY CATHOLIC
CHURCH
We invite you to become a part of
our hospitable, intimate Catholic
parish.  We are a caring communi-
ty, promoting spiritual growth,
reaching out to people in need and
where you get to know people by
name.  We offer children's religious
education (CREATE); Youth Ministry
(BLAST & X-STATIC); Scripture
Study (day & evening); Senior's
Group and many other adult min-
istries as well.  Saint Anthony
parish is located in Almaden Valley
at 20101 McKean Road, San Jose,
95120.  Our weekend Masses are
at 4 p.m. on Saturday at our his-
toric church at 21800 Bertram
Road in New Almaden, CA  95042
and on Sunday at 8:30 a.m., 10:30
a.m., and 5:30 p.m. at the McKean
Road location.   Our Parish Office is
open Monday 9 a.m. - 12 p.m. and
Tuesday thru Thursday, 9 a.m. - 12
p.m. and 1 - 4 p.m.  For more
information, stop by the Parish
Office or call 1+ (408) 997-4800,
or visit our website at www.church-
stanthony.com. Fr. Larry Hendel,
Pastor.

ST. BASIL THE GREAT GREEK
ORTHODOX CHURCH
6430 Bose Lane, San Jose, CA
95120
Church Office 408-268-3214    
Clergy:  Fr. Allan Boyd 
Experience our Lord Jesus Christ,
entering into His presence by wor-

shipping like the earliest Christians.
The Orthodox Christian Church is
evangelical, but not Protestant. It is
orthodox, but not Jewish. It is
catholic, but not Roman. It is NOT
non-denominational, it is pre-
denominational. It has believed,
taught, preserved, defended and
died for the Faith of the Apostles
since the Day of Pentecost 2000
years ago.  What happens when
you reunite created matter to its
Creator?  Come and see!
All are welcome to our warm, multi-
cultural Church community, where
services are done primarily in
English.  
Services are every Sunday:
8:30 a.m. Orthros/Matins (morning
prayers)
9:30 a.m. Divine Liturgy of St John
Chrysostom

ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI CATHOLIC
CHURCH
5111 San Felipe Rd., San Jose, CA
95135
408-223-1562. www.stfrancisofas-
sisi.com
www.stfrancisofassisipreschool.org
We invite you to join our communi-
ty of faith located in the Evergreen
area of San Jose. We are an inclu-
sive diverse community striving to
serve as Disciples of Jesus Christ
in the footsteps of St. Francis, offer-
ing prayerful and joyful liturgies;
evangelization, fellowship, and
service opportunities to the com-
munity. We offer spiritual opportuni-
ties for all ages, including children's
liturgy, dynamic E.C.H.O - Jr. High,
IGNITE - High School and North
Star -Young Adult Ministries, along
with small faith communities and
opportunities to help the poor and
marginalized of San Jose. Our
Preschool is the only Catholic
Preschool offering quality family
oriented service in the Evergreen
and Silver Creek areas. Our Chapel,
Gathering Hall, Parish Office,
Mission Center, Parish Gift Shop,
Memorial Garden and Preschool are
all located at 5111 San Felipe Rd. 
Please come join us to worship at
one of the following times and loca-
tions: 
St. Francis of Assisi Chapel
Saturday 5:00PM, Sunday 8:30
AM, 10:30 AM, 12:30 PM, 4:00 PM
(Mass in Vietnamese), 6:00 PM
Youth Mass
St. Francis of Assisi Gathering Hall 
Sunday 9:00 AM, Sunday11:00AM,
Igbo Mass - Second Sunday of the
month 12:30 PM
Mt. Hamilton Grange - 2840 Aborn
Road
Sunday 9:30 AM 
The Villages Gated Community
(Cribari Auditorium)
Sunday 8:15 AM
For more information, please call or
visit us at the Parish Mission Center
open M-F 9:00 AM -12:00 PM;
1:00 PM - 4:00 PM. Come join us
and share your presence with us so
that together we may grow and
share our gifts to help build God's
Kingdom!

Worship listing 
advertisements are
$495 annually. 
(408) 898-7534.
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Bass Pro Shops
recognize their
local heroes 

Bass Pro Shops is recognizing
local heroes.

The retailer is thanking local
law enforcement officers, fire-
fighters and emergency medical
technicians with a 10 percent
discount on regularly priced
merchandise at all Bass Pro
Shops with a valid ID.
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GET LISTED!
Call the Almaden Times today:

(408) 898-7534
brigitte@timesmediainc.com

DAVID & VICKI
HARRIS

2921 Villages Parkway,
San Jose

(408) 754-1572

DAN 
WALKER
Alain Pinel 
Realtors

(408) 892-4813
Dwalker@apr.com

GLORIA
ASHDOWN

(408) 398-1516
gloriaashdown@aol.com

PAT 
O’CONNOR

(408) 691-7322
poconnor@kw.com

KRAIG 
CONSTANTINO

kcreteam@gmail.com
www.KraigsListings.com

(408) 219-9122

Open Saturday
& Sunday
1:30pm-4:30pm
6724 Bitterroot
Place
$ 1,349,000
4 bed 2.5 bath
2,240+/- sqft
Therese Swan
408.656.8240

95
12
0

Sale Pending
6674 Mount
Forest Drive
$1,349,000
3 bed 2 bath
Steve Coan
Coldwell Banker
408.234.8700

95
12
0
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Fostering

Silicon Valley Pet Project is a nonprofit organization of volunteers com-
mitted to saving local at-risk shelter pets through rescue, community
involvement and education. We are made of a network of dedicated volun-
teer teams and loving foster homes.

We cannot save the lives of pets from our local shelter without foster
homes. In return for your loving care, we provide donated food, supplies
and medical care. 

If you are ready to become a foster parent or would like to learn more,
please visit www.svpetproject.org or www.facebook.com/svpetproject
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SAME DAY CLEAN UP & GO TRASH HAULING
We Take Everything! 

We do all loading!  Residential/Commercial
Trash Removal, Hauling Front/Backyards, Garage,

Hoarder Cleanouts, Home/Rentals Clean-ups,
YARD SERVICE, Front/Backyard cleanups,

Tree/Shrub Removal, Shed/Deck Removal. Fire safety! 
MOVING ASSISTANCE IN/OUT
Senior/Military Discounts

7 DAYS, RAIN OR SHINE!

(408) 729-0630

MORENO HAULING

Hauling

Repairs and PaintingShoe Repair

TimesClassifieds Call now to place
your ad by phone:
(408) 898-7534
“Times Classifieds

work!”

10%
DISCOUNT:

Mention this
ad!

Serving Almaden Valley since 1995

EZ Dog
Grooming 

Boarding, Training
408 646-5350

Pets

Your #1 Independent
Local News Source!

The Almaden Times

Maltapoo Puppies
4 Sale

Cutest Lil pups, 
1-black and white

male, two white males
and a Lil baby girl

female. All first set of
shots, dewormed, etc. 
Ready to go to a good

loving home. 
Sally 408-646-4406 

Clean Up




