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IN THIS ISSUE: BIXBY GRADUATES NAMED ALL-STATERS

STATEWIDE DISTINCTION: Bonnie Henke, an American Bank &
Trust Co. representative, congratulates Katherine Kramer, an academic
all-stater and 2015 Bixby High School graduate, during the Oklahoma
Foundation for Excellence’s Academic Awards Banquet, held in May.
Kramer is among 100 outstanding seniors from Oklahoma public
schools who were named Academic All-Staters. Kramer received a
$1,000 scholarship sponsored by American Bank & Trust Co.

ATHLETE AND SCHOLAR: Bryan Lee, a 2015 academic all-stater
from Bixby High School, is congratulated by Oklahoma Foundation
for Excellence Chairman David L. Boren, right, and Pulitzer Prize-
winning historian David Hackett Fischer. Lee is a 2015 Bixby High
School graduate and is one of 100 seniors from Oklahoma public
schools honored as Academic All-Staters. He received a $1,000 schol-
arship sponsored by Mabrey Bank.

By EMILY RAMSEY
Managing Editor 

Bixby High School 2015 gradu-
ates Katherine Kramer and

Bryan Lee have been named
Academic All-State Scholars by the
Oklahoma Foundation for
Excellence, a nonprofit statewide
organization. The 2015 Academic
All-State Class is made up of 100
top public high school seniors, who
come from 74 schools and were
selected from 558 students through-
out Oklahoma. David L. Boren,
chairman and founder of the
Oklahoma Foundation for
Excellence, describes the selection
of the scholars as “Oklahoma’s most
rigorous academic competition.” 

This is the 29th group to be
selected by the foundation since
the award program’s beginnings in
1987.

Kramer and Lee, both valedicto-
rians, received $1,000 merit-based
scholarships at the foundation’s
29th annual Academic Awards
Banquet on May 16, at the
Renaissance Tulsa Convention
Center. 

This year’s all-staters scored an
average of 33 on the ACT, with 10
recipients scoring a perfect 36. In
addition, 31 of this year’s all-
staters are National Merit semifi-
nalists, while two are National
Hispanic Scholars. 

Academic all-staters are nomi-
nated by their school principals or
superintendents and are selected
on the basis of academic achieve-
ment, extracurricular activities,
community involvement and the
quality of an essay submitted by
each nominee.

Kramer has spent all of her
school years at Bixby and plans to
attend the University of
Oklahoma in the fall, majoring in
biomedical engineering.

She is an Advanced Placement
Scholar with Distinction (a title
granted to students who receive an
average score of at least 3.5 on all
AP exams taken and receive
scores of 3 or higher on five or
more of these exams) and a recip-
ient of the Daughters of the
American Revolution Good
Citizen Award. Kramer has served
as National Honor Society presi-

dent for both her junior and senior
years and as vice president of the
Junior Optimist Octagon
International Club. 

Last year, Kramer was chosen by
one of her teachers to be an
American Legion Auxiliary Girls
State delegate. The one-week
leadership workshop teaches girls
about their state’s history and pol-
itics. That experience pushed
Kramer, who already had an inter-
est in politics, to become more
interested in the subject, and she
went on, in March, to serve as a
page at the State Capitol for state
Representative Chuck Strohm.

“I loved it,” says Kramer of her
experience. “I got to hear about
bills that came on the floor, I got
to sit in on committee meetings, I
got to talk to the politicians. I even
talked to some of them about
helping them in their future cam-
paigns.” 

Kramer also played a role in wel-
coming the Oklahoma Association
of Student Councils when Bixby
hosted its state convention in
2013. She was the chair of the arts
and decorations committee.

Regarding her reason for all of
her activities, particularly her
community-focused ones, Kramer
references her induction ceremo-
ny into National Honor Society
during her sophomore year. “I
remember at the ceremony, the
speaker talking about the organi-
zation’s four pillars: scholarship,
service, character and leadership,
and it really hit home for me the
importance of service to my com-
munity and my school,” she says.

Bryan Lee came to Bixby Public
Schools in fifth grade. By that
age, he had already been swim-
ming competitively for about five
years. 

Lee is a two-time USA
Swimming Scholastic All-
American, a two-time individual
state champion in the backstroke
and butterfly, and a member of the
state championship swim team.
He is a representative of the
Oklahoma Swimming House of
Delegates and co-captain of the
varsity swim team.

Lee’s parents encouraged him
early in life to become involved in 

(Continued on page 16) 
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In 2005, 2-1-1 Helpline began as

a free, 24-hour, multi-lingual
phone service that provides
around-the-clock information to
Oklahomans about health and
human services. By dialing 2-1-1,
individuals are, without charge,
connected to trained and certi-
fied call specialists who pro-
vide callers with an in-depth
assessment, referral plan and
one or more options to meet their
needs. 

An average of 1 in 5 households
in Oklahoma utilizes 2-1-1 for
access to basic human needs such
as food, clothes, shelter, health
care and mental health care. 

The call service operates two

statewide call centers through two
nonprofit organizations:
HeartLine in Oklahoma City and
the Community Service

Council/2-1-1 Helpline in Tulsa.
The 2-1-1 call centers serve a

37-county area and receives
approximately 15,000 calls per
month and 150,000 calls per year.

Individuals in need of assistance
with clean-up due to the recent
storms can dial 2-1-1 to register

their needs on a statewide wait
list.

The call service will be serving
as the clearinghouse for work

orders for Oklahoma Voluntary
Organizations Active in Disaster.
Calls will be taken between 9 a.m.
and 5 p.m., Monday-Friday, and
10 a.m. - 3 p.m., Saturday. 

Additional information can also
be found at 211oklahoma.org.

2-1-1 Helpline statistics to date:
• Has received 143,463 phone

calls and 21,028 website con-
tacts

• 112,637 (78 percent) calls
come from a Tulsa Area United
Way service area

• 237,325 referrals have been
made to community agencies

• 70 percent of callers report
receipt of services from refer-
rals they have received from 2-
1-1 Helpline

• 2-1-1 Helpline has more than
12,000 service resources in its
database

• 45 percent of callers are aged
18-44 and 7 percent over 60

• 5 percent (6,000) of house-
holds that contact 2-1-1
Helpline have a veteran in the
home,  27 percent lack ade-
quate health insurance and 22
percent are experiencing a
housing crisis
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An example of a new collaborative
initiative for the betterment of socie-
ty is IMPACT! Tulsa, an alliance
seeking to improve local educational
outcomes from “cradle to career.” 

IMPACT! Tulsa is based on the
national Strive initiative, which has
moved the needle in schools in
Cincinnati, Ohio, significantly
increasing high school graduation
rates, fourth grade reading and math
scores, and the number of preschool
children prepared for kindergarten.
Impact Tulsa is being led by former
Tulsa Mayor and Oklahoma
Education Secretary Kathy Taylor
and involves a wide variety of com-
munity organizations, including
public schools, social service agen-
cies and the Tulsa Area United Way.

“Making a meaningful impact on
our community – in education,
health or economic opportunity -
will require all of us coming togeth-
er and working toward the same
goal,” says Mark R. Graham,
President and CEO of the Tulsa Area
United Way.

“To make large-scale social
change, all of us – funders, service
agencies and community leaders -
must work together, sharing the
same goals, data and measures of
success,” Graham says.

That’s why the Tulsa Area United
Way is placing increased focus on a
new social change model known as
collective impact – multiple organi-
zations working closely together to
make a difference. 

To that end, the local United Way
recently began investing in collabo-
rative initiatives and innovative ven-
ture projects, in addition to annual
investments in its 60 partner agen-
cies and emergency funding.

“Annual investments will always
be part of our model, to sustain our
partner agencies and their expert
work,” Graham says. “But collabo-
rating with other organizations and
encouraging our partner agencies to
do so will increasingly become part
of our mode of operation.” 

The Tulsa Area United Way has
invested in several collaborative ini-
tiatives in recent years, including
projects to reduce the homeless pop-
ulation, prevent teen pregnancy, and
promote the study of math and sci-
ence in public schools. In addition, a
variety of venture grants have been
awarded to area organizations.  “In
many ways, our partner agencies
have been working together for
years to address social problems,”
says Kathy Seibold, vice president
for Community Investments. “We’re
encouraging our agencies to form
even closer alliances focused both
on achieving quicker results as well
as making lasting long-term
change.”

To help, the local United Way is
strengthening data collection, scan-
ning the local environment and
determining areas in which multiple
agencies can work together. 

Five conditions of collective suc-
cess include: adopting a common
agenda, sharing the same measure-
ment systems, coordinating respons-
es to make progress, engaging in
continuous communication and
forming a backbone organization to
drive the entire initiative, according
to John Kania and Mark Kramer in
the Stanford Social Innovation
Review. 

“I believe the United Way is ideal-
ly situated to serve as a community
convener, if you will, determining
the greatest needs in our community
and mobilizing alliances to respond
in a collective manner,” Graham
says. 

For successful examples of collec-
tive impact nationwide, see the
Stanford Social Innovation Review. 

For more information about
IMPACT! Tulsa, visit www.impact-
tulsa.com..
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Various Tulsa Area Organizations
Working Toward a Collective Impact

ENCOURAGING LITERACY: Working to encourage literacy among
Tulsa-area youth are, from left, Dave Shirley, chair, Tulsa Area United
Way’s Emerging Leaders Society; Kathy Taylor, CEO, Impact Tulsa; and
Paula Huck, chair, Tulsa Area United Way’s Women’s Leadership Council.

FRIENDSHIP EVENT: The Dialogue Institute of the Southwest, locat-
ed in Broken Arrow, recently donated the proceeds of its annual
Friendship Dinner and Awards Ceremony to the Tulsa Area United Way
for its upcoming 2015 campaign for the community. Pictured from left
are Mark Graham, president and CEO of the Tulsa Area United Way;
Nancy Day, 2015 Friendship Dinner chairperson; and Yusuf G. Dundar,
executive director of the Dialogue Institute of the Southwest.

ROSSY GILLE for GTR Newspapers

Courtesy Tulsa Area United Way
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CIVICS
Warren Foundation, Saint Francis Health System 
To Endow $10 Million for OU-TU Med Students

University of Oklahoma
President David L. Boren and
University of Tulsa President
Steadman Upham have announced
the establishment of a $10 million
endowed scholarship fund made
possible through the generosity of
the William K. Warren Foundation
and Saint Francis Health System.

“We at the William K. Warren
Foundation and Saint Francis
Health System are extremely proud
to partner with The University of
Tulsa and the University of
Oklahoma’s newest endeavor of
providing a four-year medical
degree within our community,”
says William K. Warren
Foundation Chief Executive
Officer John-Kelly Warren.
“According to the United Health
Foundation, Oklahoma ranks 48th
in the number of primary care
physicians per 100,000 population,
and this is unacceptable. It is our
hope that through our innovative
public and private partnership, the
state of Oklahoma will reverse this
trend, whereby the locally educated
physicians will desire to practice
locally.”  

The new endowment will provide
scholarships to assist and support
the higher education needs of med-
ical students attending or preparing
to attend the OU-TU School of
Community Medicine in Tulsa.
The goal is to encourage and
increase the number of doctors -
specifically primary care physi-
cians - practicing medicine in Tulsa
and throughout Oklahoma.

“Through this gift, Saint Francis
is hopeful that those called to the

healing ministry will be better able
to navigate the accompanying
financial barriers. Saint Francis
Health System has long been a
supporter of advancement in, and
access to, education in Oklahoma -
education of all kinds,” says Jake
Henry, Jr., president and chief
executive officer for the Saint
Francis Health System. “Our sup-
port of the OU-TU School of
Community Medicine is a natural
partnership. Ensuring a future of
well-prepared physicians is vital to
not only the health of Saint Francis
Health System but to that of the
entire region.”

Upham says he appreciates the
commitment by both the Warren
Foundation and Saint Francis to the
health and wellbeing of Tulsans.
“The benefits of these transforma-
tional gifts extend far beyond the
individual scholars; they will posi-
tively impact our community for
generations,” he says.

“These scholarships made possi-
ble through the generosity of the
William K. Warren Foundation and
the Saint Francis Health System
will help us recruit and retain out-
standing students to the OU-TU
School of Community Medicine,”
Boren says. “These students will
make a real difference in improv-
ing health care of Tulsans and
those in eastern Oklahoma. We are
extremely grateful to the William
K. Warren Foundation and the
Saint Francis Health System for
their generosity.”

The scholarships will be available
beginning in fall 2015, which coin-
cides with the opening of TU’s new

College of Health Sciences. TU
College of Health Sciences faculty
will be teaching components of the
first- and second year-curriculum
in the OU-TU School of
Community Medicine. 

“The William K. Warren
Foundation and Saint Francis
Health System scholarships will be
offered at both universities and will
advance our existing partnership
with OU,” says Dr. Gerry Clancy,

TU vice president for health affairs
and dean of the College of Health
Sciences. “We can utilize this gift
to leverage the talents of our stu-
dents and faculties and become the
premier resource for health profes-
sionals that are well prepared for a
rapidly changing healthcare land-
scape.”

Dr. John Schumann, interim pres-
ident of OU-Tulsa, echoed
Clancy’s praise. “This significant

gift from The William K. Warren
Foundation and Saint Francis
Health System will provide valu-
able support to many students,
making it possible for them to
receive medical training that ulti-
mately benefits Oklahomans for
years to come,” Schumann said.
“We’re most grateful for this gen-
erous endowment and its potential
for creating far-reaching, positive
results.”

ORIGINAL ALLIANCE: This photo appeared in the Mid-June 2007 GTR Newspapers at the original
announcement of the OU-Tulsa, University of Tulsa medical education alliance.  The caption read,
“University of Oklahoma President David L. Boren, left, and University of Tulsa President Steadman Upham
are in unity over the new OU-Tulsa Master of Health Science for Physician Assistant Studies in the
Department of Family Medicine at the OU-Tulsa Schusterman Center. The first students are expected to begin
the physician assistant program at OU-Tulsa in fall 2008.” At right is Ken Levit, who served as president of
OU-Tulsa from 2001-2006.  President of OU-Tulsa at the time was Dr. Gerry Clancy, now the TU vice presi-
dent for health affairs and dean of the College of Health Sciences.

GTR Newspapers photo
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Updated Zoning Code Needed for the Future
Tulsa has come quite a ways since

the ‘70s. Our city is more sophisti-
cated and com-
plex than it was 45
years ago and
along with that
comes new chal-
lenges. 

In 2010, thou-
sands of Tulsans
r e c o m m e n d e d
new directions for
future growth in
the city’s
Comprehensive
Plan update,
PLANITULSA.
This included rec-
ommended poli-
cies to promote a
more livable,
pedestrian-friend-
ly and cost-effi-
cient city. An
updated zoning
code will further
position Tulsa to compete with other
cities. 

The proposed zoning code update
includes strategies for mixed-use
development, parking and transi-
tions from commercial to residential
corridors with a keen focus on pre-
serving unique or desirable neigh-

borhood characteristics. Our zoning
code update will not affect the zon-

ing designa-
tions of existing
properties in
Tulsa. It will
allow property
owners to have
more options
for their proper-
ties and the
tools they need
to make it easier
to do so. 

It’s also
important to
know, if a prop-
erty is zoned
currently for
single-family, it
will remain so
after the update.
Property devel-
opment regula-
tions won’t
change in fun-

damental ways. However, nearby
changes could be substantial over
time. For example, a strip mall
owner may want to redevelop and
request a rezoning-to-mixed-use
development. Upon notification,
nearby property owners can weigh
in before a decision is made.

We also must take into account
that Tulsa’s future growth will occur
more often on previously developed
land. This type of infill development
presents challenges that don’t occur
in new suburbs: land can be expen-
sive with smaller parcels, and neigh-
bors’ concerns must be considered.
We need to ensure infill growth is a
feasible, compatible and competitive
option for Tulsa.

Our city planners and the Citizens
Advisory Team have drafted a new
ordinance for zoning updates. It’s
been a work in progress with
opportunities for citizens to submit
questions and ideas - both online
and in group meetings. We’ve
received more than 1,700 citizen
interactions that will help us grow
and prosper.

Duncan Associates of Austin,
Texas, has worked more than two
years on the zoning code update
with city officials. They’ve also
helped to update the city’s subdivi-
sion regulation, which is how a
property’s shape is carved. Once our
zoning code update is finalized, it
will go to the Tulsa Metropolitan
Area Planning Commission and the
Tulsa City Council for adoption.
Both bodies will hold public hear-
ings to provide more opportunities

for comment and consideration
before calling for a vote.

This is an exciting time for Tulsa.
I’m looking forward to seeing our
new zoning plan implemented to

bring us up to modern times and
positively impact our city’s future
growth. For a look at our Zoning
Code Update, please visit planitul-
sa.org.

PLANNING FOR DEVELOPMENT: The City of Tulsa is currently work-
ing on an updated zoning code that includes strategies for mixed-use devel-
opment, such as the GreenArch development in the Greenwood District, pic-
tured above, parking, and transitions from commercial to residential corri-
dors with a focus on preserving unique neighborhood characteristics.

Courtesy City of Tulsa

JUNIOR ACHIEVEMENT EXCELLENCE DINNER: The annual Junior Achievement Excellence Dinner was held at the Cox Business Center May 14 and was hosted by Alan
Armstrong, CEO, Williams (left) and Steve Bradshaw, president & CEO, BOK Financial.  The Junior Achievement Business Excellence Award is designed to honor an individual
who has demonstrated entrepreneurial spirit, achievement, and contributed to the quality of life in his/her community.  This year’s dinner honored past honorees.  The award sym-
bolizes the “Spirit of Achievement” that Junior Achievement will instill in over 55,000 Oklahoma students this year. The event is supported entirely by business and industry.

Courtesy Junior Achievement

COMMENTARY BY MAYOR
DEWEY F. BARTLETT, JR

osagecasinos.com


Page 6 GREATER TULSA REPORTER NEWSPAPERS July 2015

CALL 918-254-1515 FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION

TYPros Hosts Street CReD at Johnson Park
Tulsa’s Young Professionals hosted

its fifth Street CReD (Community
Re-Development) event May 30 at
Fred Johnson Park to celebrate the
positive change happening at 61st
Street and Peoria Avenue and in the
surrounding neighborhood.

Even with the threat of rainy
weather, more than 1,000 people
attended one of TYPros largest
and arguably most impactful
events. With the motto “When no
area of Tulsa is neglected, the
entire city benefits,” this year’s
Street CReD focused on changing
perceptions.

The event featured live music,
food trucks and numerous other
activities.  

KEEPING HOPE: Visitors listed their dreams of hope for South Peoria
on this sign at the Johnson Park Street CReD.

TYPROS LEADERSHIP: TYPros Chair Evan Tipton talks to the par-
ticipants at this year’s Street CReD while Hornsby of the Tulsa Drillers lis-
tens.  Lining up for a photo in the background are, from left, TYPros
Executive Director Shagah Zakerion, Tulsa City Councilor Jeannie Cue
and Executive Director of the South Tulsa Community House Gerri Inman.  

Environmental Roundup: Eco-Happenings Across the State
What a proud feeing to be sur-

rounded by so
many go-getter,
n o - e x c u s e s
p owe r h o u s e s
that make our
community a
t h r i v i n g ,
vibrant, healthy
place to live,
work and play.
What better
time to do just
that than sum-
mertime?! Our
state has a lot
going on. Here
are just a few of
those activities
and organiza-
tions providing
outlets for all of
us who desire to
live with less
trash. 

Get Wet
The Shawnee Tribe is hosting a

free, one-day WET workshop

(Water Education for Teachers) on
Thursday, July
23. This event
will be held at the
Shawnee Tribe
C o m m u n i t y
Building in
Miami, Okla. It
will focus on
service learning
environmental
education.  Those
who might enjoy
this include edu-
cators, parents
and community
leaders. For more
information con-
tact Rosanna
Sheppard at
rosanna@shaw-
nee-tribe.com. 

Get a Tour
If you would

like to learn more about how
Tulsa’s current trash system works,
request a tour! You will be amazed
to watch nanotechnology in action

as it decides what a piece of trash
is in nanoseconds, and where it
should go by shooting jets of air in
the right direction. For more infor-
mation, log on to
feedmrmurph.com/schedule-a-
tour. 

Get in the Know
Oklahoma Policy Institute (OK

Policy) is a non-partisan independ-
ent policy think-tank launched in
2008, growing out of work that had
previously been conducted by the
public policy department of
Community Action Project of
Tulsa County.  Their mission is to
promote adequate, fair, and fiscal-
ly responsible funding of public
services and expanded opportunity
for all Oklahomans by providing
timely and credible information,
analysis, and ideas.  Sign up for a
newsletter, email a question or get
some help understanding a policy
at OKPolicy.org. 

Get Food Savy
Want to learn more about our

food?  Pollinator Partnership can
help! This nonprofit organization
is dedicated to the protection and
promotion of pollinators and their
ecosystems. Learn what plants are
best for our area, or what can harm
those little bugs that give us our

food.  Just visit the website at pol-
linator.org. 

The Porter Peach Festival will run
this year from July 16-18. Many go
for the free peaches and ice cream,
others go for the cobbler. I go for 

(Continued on page 7)

Trash Talk

By BETH TURNER
Tulsa Master Recyclers Association

LOCAL CHANGE-MAKERS: TCC President Leigh Goodson and
former Mayor Kathy Taylor present Nourish Drink Café founders Amy
Murray, Piper Kacere and Rich Kacere with the $30,000 prize for first
place in TCC’s Start-Up Cup competition in 2014.

Courtesy TCC Startup Cup
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AROUND GREATER TULSA

Upcoming Oklahoma
Environmental Activities

(Continued from page 6)
the bushel of peaches since the
squirrels run away with most of
mine. 

Don’t forget about our area
farmer’s markets offering fresh,
locally-grown foods. I would like
to mention that the Supplemental
Nutrition Assistance Program
(SNAP) is offered at both Tulsa’s
Brookside and Cherry Street loca-
tions, as well as Norman,
Okmulgee, OSU-OKC, Owasso,
Pottawatemie, Stilwell, Tahlequah
and Uptown 23rd.  Thank you to all
the markets choosing to be a part
of these programs. 

Get Inventive
I believe we all have great ideas

on how a product or business
could better our environment.
What better way to test yours out
than to submit it to TCC’s Start-Up
Cup? Even if your idea is not
selected, you can still receive great
feedback as you get started on
something that might make your
future and all of ours just a little

better. Learn more at
TCC.Startupcup.com. 

Get Involved
Once you’ve decided to do it,

getting involved on a level that
best suits your lifestyle can be
simple. You can sign up online to
volunteer with the racing events
around town such as the Tulsa
Run. Or just have lunch surround-
ed by fellow Oklahomans inter-
ested in eco-living. Sustainable
Tulsa hosts lunch and networking
eventsthe first Thursday of each
month at Foolish Things Coffee
Company. Learn more at sustain-
abletulsa.org. 

These are just a few of the
goings on around our great state.
Please send in your events, advice
and activities. One reader recent-
ly sent in an idea for metal recy-
cling that I am interested in learn-
ing more about. So, with your
input I can offer a readers’ write
very soon. Send in your words of
wisdom to bturner@gtrnews.com. 

LEE ELEMENTARY OUT-
DOOR CLASSROOM: Students
play at Lee Elementary, 1920 S.
Cincinnati Ave., during the grand
opening of its Discover Lee Outdoor
Discovery Classroom, which took
place in May. The outdoor classroom
was started by the Lee Elementary
School Foundation. The project broke
ground in July 2014. 

CREEK RISING ON THE ARKANSAS: Recent rain has kept the
Arkansas River filled to a noticeably high level. The Arkansas River
Infrastructure Task Force is currently drafting a proposal to bring water
permanently to the river through construction and re-construction of
low-water dams, which will be brought to voters later this year. In the
distance is the continuing construction of Jimmy Buffet’s Margaritaville
casino and restaurant at the Creek Nation’s River Spirit Casino in Tulsa.
The $365-million project includes a casino, 480-room hotel with a con-
vention center, pool and the Jimmy Buffet It’s 5 O’Clock Somewhere Bar.

RECONCILIATION SYMPOSIUM: Symposium speakers interact
with attendees during the John Hope Franklin Center for
Reconciliation’s 2015 annual symposium, where this year’s theme was
The Media and Reconciliation. During the May event, scholars, prac-
titioners, and community leaders shared research and experiential
perspectives on traditional media versus new media and how they
shape today’s culture and language.

FUTURE TEACHERS: Future Education Association students from Will Rogers College
High School help bridge the learning gap with Ms. Jennifer Lawrence’s kindergarten students
at Sequoyah Elementary and gain hands-on experience for their future teaching careers. The
partnership between Junior Achievement of Oklahoma and Tulsa Public Schools helps high
school students aspiring to be teachers gain real-world experience in the classroom.

PRESIDENTIAL EVENT: The 37th President of the United States, Richard M. Nixon, was
photographed by Tulsan Jerry L. Cornelius when Nixon visited Tulsa for the dedication of the
McClellan-Kerr Arkansas River Navigational System held at the Tulsa Port at Catoosa in June
1971. System construction began in 1958 with the first barge arrived in Tulsa in January
1971.  At the time it was the largest civil works project by the Corps of Engineers.

Photo by JERRY L. CORNELIUSCourtesy Junior Achievement
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Putting Oklahoma and Mozart
back into the 2015 OK Mozart
(OKM) Festival (June 6 - 13) with
Italian flair proved to be an exhila-
rating venture for
artistic director
and conductor
C o n s t a n t i n e
Kitsopoulos and
the Amici New
York Orchestra.

“Italy is where
young Mozart cut
his teeth when it
comes to opera,”
says maestro
K i t s o p o u l o s ,
“...and opera is
what I love most.”
Oklahoma is
becoming well-
known for the
number of top-
rated university
programs that are
currently produc-
ing rising opera luminaries.

The June week-full of OKM fes-
tivities included: “L’Amore d’Italia
Masked Ball” on June 8 and  “A
Musical Tour of Italy,” featuring the
OK Mozart All-State Orchestra in a
June 7 performance with their men-
tors, the Amici New York Orchestra
members, and guest artist, virtuoso
violinist Chad Hoopes, performing
in Antonio Vivaldi’s “The Four
Seasons” on his 21st birthday at the
Bartlesville Community Center.

The combined orchestras excelled
in Respighi’s memorable “Pini di
Roma” (Pines of Rome) finale.

Champions of the festival, Charlie
and Julie Daniels were honored
during the masked-ball gala at the
Hilton Garden Inn ballroom, along
with acclaimed broadcast journal-
ist, documentary host and producer
Bill Kurtis and his daughter Mary
Kristin Kurtis.

Canadian Brass Celebrates 4th
OKM Return

Back June 11 for its fourth
appearance during some 31 OKM
festivals, Canadian Brass once
again dazzled with diversity and
innovation, including its blazing

fast “Turkish Rondo,” a Mozart
showpiece for trombone, and its
amusing choreography for the
opera “Carmen,” music as present-

ed complete
with “the bull”
in “ten minutes
max.”

Ongoing dur-
ing the week
were some 70
OKM showcase
events; and
D a y t i m e
C h a m b e r
Concerts fea-
turing the
youthful inspi-
rations and con-
t e m p l a t i v e
interpretations
of the Aeolus
Quartet and the
e x c e e d i n g ly
virtuosic tal-
ents of

Canadian pianist Jon Kimura
Parker, a global veteran of distin-
guished concert halls and an
Officer of the Order of Canada, his
country’s highest civilian honor.

A master of the pianistic technical
requirements and the emotional
nuances of heart and soul, Parker
drew a lengthy ovation from his
rapt audience following the
demanding “Rhapsody on a Theme
of Paganinni, Op.43” during the
Grand Finale concert program.  His
encore, “Beethoven’s “Moonlight
Sonata,” performed with fast-paced
brilliance and mature authority, left
his audience further “wowed.”
Bravo!

Tulsa Performers Featured dur-
ing OKM; Mozart’s “Requiem”
Triumphs as Finale

Tulsa and state-wide performers
were well represented in OKM con-
certs ranging from the music of
Joseph Rivers’ symphony “Buffalo
Run,” performed by Tulsa Youth
Sym-phony opening day, to a par-
tially-staged production of
Mozart’s “Don Giovanni” opera
mid-week, in which University of
Tulsa alumna Sarah Elizabeth

Williams was featured as “Donna
Elvira.”  

The Australian baritone Leslie
John Flanagan, cast as “Masetto,”
is a faculty member at the
University of Oklahoma, where
twice each year the globally iconic
mezzo-soprano Marilyn Horne
conducts master classes for select-
ed students at the invitation of OU
president David Boren.

Coached by Horne at OU and cast
as “Zerlina” in “Don Giovanni,”
Patricia Westley is a master of
vocal performance major at OU,
having earned her undergraduate
degree at Carnegie Mellon on full
scholarship, with honors.

Saturday night’s Grand Finale
Concert (as presented by the
Oklahoma Arts Council, with sup-
port from the National Endowment
for the Arts) drew a lengthy stand-
ing ovation from concert-goers
with  a “state of the art” production
of Mozart’s final work, his cele-
brated,  sumptuous and spiritual
1791 “Requiem, K 626,”  as sur-
mounted by the Amici New York
Orchestra, with Tulsa Oratorio
Chorus and Bartlesville Choral
Society.

Guest artists included Oklahoma
City tenor Tevyn Hill and New York
City bass Nathan Baer along with
soprano Emily Dyer and mezzo-
soprano Margaret Potter. The multi-
talented Hill, said to be equally at
ease with pop/rock theatre and
dance, is a master of music in opera
performance major at Oklahoma
City University.

Dyer and Potter have ties to the

Jacobs School of Music at Indiana
University with advanced studies
there and honors ongoing. 

The Brooklyn-based bass Nathan
Baer triumphed as “Il
Commendatore” in “Don Gio-
vanni” and again as featured bass in
“Requiem” with his outstanding
bass resonance and tall stage pres-
ence.  

As a “nature boy” who loves the
woods, cycling and hiking trails,
Baer said  of the unfortunately
rained-out  Wooloroc Outdoor
Concert June 12, “Nature often
brings us something even more
beautiful,” as he stood on a rock at
the edge of Clyde Lake getting
drenched from the untimely down-
pour.
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The Arts

By GLENDA RICE COLLINS

VARIETY

ULTIMATE TRAINING FACILITY

OFF OF HWY 169 and 61st ST.
(918) 459-0399 allstarsportscomplex.com

• Baseball Camps
• Batting Cages

• Miniature Golf
• Video Arcade

OK Mozart Celebrates Youth, Italy and Opera

SARAH ELIZABETH WILLIAMS: University of Tulsa alumna Sarah
Elizabeth Williams is shown in performance with the Amici New York
Orchestra during the 2015 OKM  “L’Amore d’Italia Masked Ball” June
8 in Bartlesville, as Champions of OK Mozart honorees Bill Kurtis and
his daughter Mary Kristin Kurtis enjoy the festivities. Williams was also
featured as “Donna Elvira” in the OKM production of Mozart’s “Don
Gio-vanni” June 10 at the Bartlesville Community Center.  

FINALE PERFORMANCE: On June 13, Bartlesville Choral Society and Tulsa Oratorio Chorus under the
direction of Susan Mueller joined the Amici New York Orchestra and Artistic Director Constantine Kitsopoulos
in presenting Mozart’s final work, his inspirational “Requiem”, with guest artist, pianist Jon Kimura Parker
who performed Rachmaninoff’s “Rhapsody on a Theme of Paganini.” 

Courtesy Mark Blumer for OKM

Courtesy Mark Blumer for OKM

www.anagotulsa.com
allstarsportscomplex.com
www.gtrnews.com
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The Hardesty Family
Foundation has donated 13.72
acres of land to support the
development of a Tulsa Ballet
satellite school in Broken Arrow.
The future site of the Hardesty
Center for Dance Education
(CDE) is located just east of the
intersection of Aspen Ave.
(145th) and New Orleans (101st).
The lead gift for the project, val-
ued at $4.185 million, is one of
the largest gifts ever awarded by
the foundation and its founders,
Roger and Donna Hardesty.

Since its inception in 2003, the
Tulsa Ballet Center for Dance
Education (CDE) has quickly
become recognized as the
region’s leading ballet training
facility with an annual enroll-
ment approaching 400 students
and serving more than 5,000 stu-
dents through its educational out-
reach programs for school chil-
dren every year. Tulsa Ballet
added three additional studios
and administrative offices to its
Brookside headquarters in 2007
to accommodate the rapid growth

of the academy and to fulfill the
requests for its educational pro-
grams. In the years following, the
CDE has continued to see
tremendous growth, and Tulsa
Ballet Artistic Director Marcello
Angelini identified the need to
open a satellite school to better
serve the community. 

Tulsa Ballet CDE creates a
seamless path through the art of
dance for local area students, a
journey that can potentially take
them from their first class, at age
three, to a professional career
with one of the top ballet compa-
nies in the country. 

To identify the ideal site for
Tulsa Ballet’s satellite school, the
organization conducted extensive
research, which revealed Broken
Arrow to be the ideal location. 

“Broken Arrow is one of the
fastest growing communities in
the country; it has an ambitious
vision for its future, a vibrant
Chamber of Commerce, and a
progressive city government,”
says Angelini. “It’s a community
growing by leaps and bounds,

one that compels us to be a part
of this evolution and participate
in shaping the cultural future of
the city and the partnership with
the city of Tulsa.

“I believe in providing our stu-
dents with the tools to succeed in
their professional life, whether in
the dance field or not. Most stu-
dents won’t choose a career in
dance, but in our school they will
grow their self-discipline, team
spirit, self-confidence and work
ethic.

“We are both honored and hum-
bled by the trust bestowed upon
us by the Hardesty family and by
their commitment to make the
entire area a better place for
those who choose to live in
Oklahoma,” Angelini continues.
“Mr. Hardesty is among the lead-
ers in Tulsa with a clear vision
for the future of our community.
He has a strong will to make
Tulsa and the surrounding areas
a great place for families to live
and an appealing location for
businesses to thrive. Here at
Tulsa Ballet, we are all extreme-

ly thankful for his investment in
our organization.”

Michelle Hardesty, executive
director for the Hardesty Family
Foundation, says, “We are
extremely excited to be a part of
this project. The work that has

come out of the Tulsa Ballet is
world class. It is a dream of ours
for the Tulsa area to be a place
that people want to live, relocate
and call home. By having a supe-
rior arts and education culture,
we can accomplish that.”

Starlight Opens Season
In June, Starlight Concerts began

its 69th season and its second sum-
mer season at Guthrie Green in
downtown Tulsa’s Brady Arts
District. Starlight’s professional
groups are made up of a concert
band and a jazz orchestra.

As always, the concerts are free
and open to the public. Those
attending are invited to bring blan-
kets, lawn chairs, and picnic din-
ners while they enjoy live music
played under the stars.

The opening performance of the
2015 season was on Tuesday, June
16.

On June 30, Starlight will present
“Things That Go Bump in the
Night.”

Selections will include music
from “Psycho” and “The Phantom
of the Opera,” as well as a tune
called “The Monster Under the
Bed.”

Other things that “go bump in the
night” are the beats of big band
music. The second half of the pro-
gram will feature vocalist Kelly
Ford and selections such as “They
Can’t Take That Away from Me”
and “Glenn Miller in Concert.”
Ford, a home-grown singer, com-
peted on “Star Search” and was a
featured singer at Disney World’s
Epcot Center. Currently, he per-
forms and travels across the
United States.

Other guests for the evening are
the Gypsy Fire Belly Dancing
Troupe and Spotlight Brass. The
members of Gypsy Fire will pro-
vide pre-concert entertainment

beginning at 7:30 pm. During
intermission, Spotlight Brass will
perform.

On July 7, the band will perform
“Way Out West,” with special
guests fiddler Jeff Smith and Tulsa
Metro Sound. July 14, “Night at
the Movies” will feature popular
movie themes, followed by Laurel
& Hardy in “Liberty.” On July 21,
the theme will be “Jazz Standards”
and on July 28, the Starlight Jazz
Orchestra will perform a tribute to
Billy Strayhorn, Duke’s right-hand
man. 

Starlight’s concerts are ideal
entertainment for the entire family. 

Guthrie Green offers free parking
and is accessible to those with dis-
abilities. Concessions will be
available.

Guarantors for the 2015 season
are the Oklahoma Arts Council
and the Treeman Family
Foundation in honor of Jeff
Treeman. Other major sponsors
include: Cedar Creek, Circle
Cinema, Creative State, First
Fidelity Bank, Guthrie Green,
Liberty Press, National
Endowment for the Arts, Public
Radio Tulsa: KWGS/KWTU,
Saied Music Company and The
Jimmie & Helen Saied
Foundation, Universal
Combustion Corporation, The
Charles & Marion Weber
Foundation in memory of Dr.
Charles E. and Marion L. Weber,
and Will Rogers Rotary Club.

For more information, visit
starlightbands.net.

The SMG-managed BOK Center
was honored for its 2015 Garth
Brooks PR campaign during the
recent 2015 SMG Marketing
Summit held at the Long Beach
Convention and Entertainment
Center in Long Beach, California. 

In January, when Garth Brooks
returned home to play seven sold-
out shows at the BOK Center, BOK
Center staff worked with the City of
Tulsa to temporarily rename all four
streets that surround the venue to
names of Brooks’most iconic songs.
The street names were: Thunder
Rolls Road, Low Places Lane,
Shameless Boulevard and Rodeo
Drive. The street signs gained
national media attention and were
even featured on CMT, Fox News,
and Garth himself talked about them
on The Today Show. In addition,
Tulsa-based creative agency
AcrobatAnt designed a wrap for the
iconic grand lobby staircase that fea-
tured lyrics to “Friends In Low
Places.” The staircase turned into a
photo opportunity for fans attending
the shows. The campaign was voted
2015 Best Public Relations Idea by
more than 70 SMG marketing pro-
fessionals from venues across the
United States and Puerto Rico. 

The renaming of the street signs
was also recently covered in a mar-
keting article in the June 13 issue of
Billboard, a premier music publica-
tion.

“Garth Brooks was a milestone
event in Tulsa and we wanted to
commemorate it appropriately. We
had no idea the renaming of the
street signs would gain so much
attention, but it means so much
knowing that both Garth himself and
the Tulsa community appreciated it
so much,” says Meghan Doyle, BOK
Center director of marketing. 

BOK Recognized for 
Garth PR Campaign

DECORATED VENUE: The
SMG-managed BOK Center was
honored for its 2015 Garth Brooks
PR campaign during the recent
2015 SMG Marketing Summit.
SMG’s promotion included the
renaming of the four streets that
surround the venue and a staircase
wrap, designed by local company
AcrobatAnt, with the lyrics to
“Friends in Low Places.”

MUSIC PROGRAM: The
Community Food Bank’s
“Empty Bowls” fundraiser was
held recently, where Harmony
Project Tulsa students per-
formed for more than 900 peo-
ple. Harmony Project Tulsa is a
music-based mentoring pro-
gram that provides instruments
and music lessons to local stu-
dents. In May, the program cel-
ebrated its one-year anniver-
sary. Harmony Project propo-
nent Kathy Lafortune arranged
for the children to perform at
the event, saying, “This pro-
gram will help keep our chil-
dren from going down destruc-
tive paths of influence and,
instead, help strengthen fami-
lies and lift up children to be
all that they can be through the
universal language of music.”

IN HARMONY

Courtesy photo

Hardesty Foundation Donates to Tulsa Ballet 

DANCE EDUCATION ADVANCEMENT: The Hardesty Family
Foundation has donated 13.72 acres of land to support the development
of a Tulsa Ballet satellite school in Broken Arrow. The foundation’s gift,
valued at $4.185 million, is one of the largest gifts the foundation has
ever awarded. From left are Michelle Hardesty, Hardesty Family
Foundation executive director; Roger Hardesty, foundation co-founder;
and Tulsa Ballet Artistic Director Marcello Angelini.

Funds Will Support Satellite School in Broken Arrow

Courtesy photo

 



By BLAKE AUSTYN
Contributing Writer

Foundations Restaurant at Platt College,
3801 S. Sheridan Rd., is using its student-run
kitchen to prepare culinary students for real-
world restaurants, and the public gets to reap
the rewards. 

The restaurant, which opened in June 2010,
recently held a grand re-opening celebration.

After a change in school ownership in
August 2014, the school underwent various
facelift projects, including interior improve-
ments to the restaurant and student areas in
the school, and Foundations received new
lunch and dinner menu items.

Almost half of the items found on its menus
are completely new dishes, says Jeff Howard,
director of culinary arts at Platt College.

For the spring and summer months, lighter
dishes were added to the menu, for example,
the Chicken Salad Plate and Chicken Salad
Sandwich; Turkey, Avocado & Sprouts
Sandwich; and the Fettuccine Czarina, “a
lighter pasta for springtime,” says Howard.

Some of the popular mainstay menu items
include the Hot and Crunchy Shrimp, Platt
Greens salad, and the Ribeye.

In the restaurant, students serve as both
servers and chefs.

Students working in the restaurant are in
the last stage of their education before they
go out for an internship, so they are experi-
enced with what they’re doing, says Howard,
and there are instructors watching every step
of the way.

My party of three all decided to loosen our
belts and order the five-course option.

Chalmer, our waiter, admitted to us that he
was new as a server, but he was very accom-
modating and knowledgeable; he told us that
he had already made everything on the menu,
so he offered a lot of guidance when it came
to choosing dishes.

After everyone at the table ordered all five

of our courses, Chalmer brought out a com-
plimentary plate of small appetizers from
the kitchen: nine total, three for each of us.
Three were made with pureed mushrooms,
three with leeks and the remaining with
mackerel. All three kinds were distinctly
unique and a nice surprise before our meal
began. Bread and butter were also brought to
the table.

First to arrive was our appetizers, I chose
the Brochette of Cuban Pork, while my table-
mates both opted for the Gratin of Colossal
Shrimp on the recommendation of our serv-
er.

My pork came on one skewer with pickles
and mustard swiss cheese cream. I loved the
flavor of the meat and the sauce but the one

skewer of pork paled in comparison to the
size of the shrimp dish, which came in a
bowl. About six shrimp covered in fontina
were laid over a piece of bread.

For our second course, salad, I tried the
Turned Daikon & Beet, with chickpeas and
blue cheese and a tomato stuffed with daikon
and beets. The flavors were delicious, the
blue cheese adding a nice tartness to the
sweet flavors of the tomato and beets and the
balsamic dressing.

One person in our group ordered the Platt
Greens, which offered a more acidic flavor in
comparison to the Daikon & Beet and left me
hard-pressed to choose which salad was my
favorite.

For soups, our table ordered both options
on the menu: the Roasted Pepper Coulis and
the Ajo Blanco. The red pepper soup was
warm with bits of red pepper in the broth, a
nice, easy soup to drink. However, my

favorite was the cold Ajo Blanco, with
Spanish ham and topped with toasted
almonds. It was surprisingly creamy for a
cold soup, the texture reminding me of
coconut milk, and the flavors, while hard to
pinpoint, were soothing and complex.

Before our entrees, Chalmer brought a
palate cleanser, a pink-colored sorbet that I
expected to taste fruity but instead gave off a
floral flavor.

For entrees, I chose the Ribeye; the remain-
der of my party chose the Lobster Tortellini
and the “Navarin” of Lamb.

I found some fat around the edges of my
ribeye, but overall, the cut was tender and
well seasoned. 

The lobster, which is normally stuffed in
the tortellini, this evening, we were told,
came, instead, on a bed of fettuccine because
they ran out of tortellini. The dish was amply
covered in sauce with large lobster pieces
throughout the dish. For pasta and lobster
lovers, it’s not disappointing.

The lamb came as a stew, with artichokes,
peas, oven-dried tomatoes and potatoes, but
without  all of the stew broth. 

For dessert, my table again chose both menu
options: the Fresh Berry Panna Cotta, which
had a light pudding texture with Greek yogurt
sauce and a lot of summer berries, and the
Chocolate Flourless torte, which wasn’t over-
ly sweet but had a fudgey richness and also
came with a nice amount of fruit – as a
chocolate lover, my favorite by far. 

Foundations also keeps its menu prices rea-
sonable. Lunch items include sandwiches
starting at $6 up to $12 for an entree. For din-
ner, Foundations offers a prix fixe menu of
three, four or five courses ranging from $20
for a three-course meal to $28 for five cours-
es.

Foundations is open for lunch W-F 11 a.m.-
2 p.m. with a Friday all-you-can-eat buffet
and for dinner W-F 7 p.m.-9. Dinner reserva-
tions are encouraged.
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LOCAL DINING

Students Create Quality Dishes at Foundations

SPLENDED SALAD: Foundations’ Turned
Daikon & Beet salad, with chickpeas and
blue cheese and a tomato stuffed with daikon
and beets.

PLATT COLLEGE: Foundations Restaurant, 3801 S. Sheridan Rd., is Platt College’s stu-
dent-run kitchen, where students serve as servers and chefs in preparation for their
entrance into real-world restaurants. Foundations offers lunch and dinner Wednesday
through Friday.
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With the dog days of summer
and the summertime travel sea-
son upon us, I
am taking Out &
About on a
detour from its
Tu l s a - c e n t r i c
theme, to high-
light why, even if
you love where
you live, we all
need to get away
once in a while,
even if we may
not realize it at
the time. 

I read recently
that being near a
body of water
“can induce a
mildly medita-
tive state of calm
focus and gentle
awareness.” 

I didn’t f ind
that information
p a r t i c u l a r l y
ground breaking
when I read it.
That makes sense, I remember
thinking.

What I did f ind surprising,
though, was my realization of
just how much I needed to rein-
troduce myself to that “mildly
meditative state of calm.”

I spent a week in Sarasota,
Florida, earlier this month, and
while I was certainly looking for-
ward to those famed white sandy
beaches, I also partly wondered
how I would fare with five days
of imposed relaxation time.

On the other hand, my mother,
who joined me on the trip, I had
no doubt would quickly and all
too easily slip into that tranquil,
leave-your-worries-behind vaca-
tion mindset the moment we

checked our bags at the airport.
I have a harder time letting go

of the daily tasks
and schedules I’ve
left behind.

When we finally
arrived at our
hotel after so
many months of
anticipation, I
remember sitting
outside at the
hotel restaurant,
having our first of
many dinners,
overlooking a pic-
turesque undis-
turbed marina
leading out to the
endless western
blue of the Gulf of
Mexico, and
thinking, OK,
Emily, relax.

But the body and
the mind can’t be
forced.

So, I had to do
the thing I hate to

do, wait.
Fortunately, it didn’t take too

long for the peaceful waters to
work their magic. The cotton
candy pink sunsets, the comfort
of the swaying palm trees, the
warmth of the sun, the peace of
the lapping waters, all reminding
me that we all need to slow down
more often than we admit.

When I reached the point a few
days into the trip that I was no
longer forcing myself to ignore
my emails and my thoughts of the
tasks that would greet me when I
returned home, that’s the ultimate
moment of carefree bliss when
you know vacation has taken you
over.

By the time we headed home, I

was fully aware of the stress I
hold myself under in my daily
life, and I made a conscious deci-
sion to work on that. As hard as
that is at times.

So many deadlines, frantic driv-
ers, grocery store lines and alarm
clocks make life rush by too
quickly. With no nearby oceans to
calm me.

Only my memories and my
newfound recognition that all of
life should be enjoyed. 

And, of course, I have my day-
dreams of endless white beaches
in my future.
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Out & About in
Greater Tulsa

By EMILY RAMSEY
Managing Editor

Florida Beaches:A Natural Destress-er

COLORFUL SUNSET: A sunset view during the author’s recent trip to Sarasota, Florida.

WATER THERAPY: Research shows that bodies of water “can induce
a mildly meditative state of calm focus and gentle awareness.”

EMILY RAMSEY for GTR Newspapers
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Ste.104, Tulsa, OK 74133
918-459-8316

Leland Nissley
8116 S. Harvard Ave.

Tulsa, OK 74137
918-481-3401

Craig Dietert
6528-G E. 101st St. S.

Tulsa, OK 74133
918-298-2439

Cody Callaway
115 W. Broadway Ave.
Broken Arrow, OK 74012

918-251-5558

Cinamon Demuth 
9309 S Toledo Ave, Ste B

Tulsa, OK 74137
918-794-1404

mailto:jimcar@jbtulsa.com
www.edwardjones.com
ihloffspa.com
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HEALTH & WELLNESS
CANCER TREATMENT CENTERS OF
AMERICA CELEBRATES 25 YEARS

TWO TULSA ANNIVERSARIES: Cancer Treatment Centers of America (CTCA), in
May, celebrated the hospital’s 25th anniversary in Tulsa. Also present at the event were
Karl and Pattie Berens, Bixby residents who first met as CTCA employees. In December
2015, they will celebrate their 25th wedding anniversary. From left are Steve Mackin,
CTCA COO; Shawn Stephenson, CTCA-Tulsa board member and Rising Tide
Foundation chairman; his wife, Morgan Stephenson; Karl Berens, CTCA-Tulsa assis-
tant vice president, Administration; Pattie Berens, CTCA-Tulsa senior oncology spe-
cialist; Richard J Stephenson, CTCA founder and chairman of the Board; Gerard van
Grinsven, CTCA president and CEO; Robert W. Mayo, CTCA vice chairman of the
Board; and Richard Haldeman, CTCA-Tulsa president and CEO.

ROSSY GILLE for GTR Newspapers
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To improve cardiovascular health in
Oklahoma, a $15 million grant will advance
work by researchers at the University of
Oklahoma Health Sciences Center and the
School of Community Medicine in Tulsa in
collaboration with health professionals
statewide. 

Awarded by the Agency for Healthcare
Research and Quality of the U.S.
Department of Health and Human Services,
the grant funds Healthy Hearts for
Oklahoma, a comprehensive project aimed
at creating an effective, sustainable system
to help primary care practices across
Oklahoma improve cardiovascular disease
management and prevention.

“This grant provides a critical infrastruc-
ture to help ensure better health for all
Oklahomans, especially those in remote and
rural areas of the state” says OU President
David L. Boren. “It is a tribute to the talent
and dedication of OU researchers, who are
dedicated to improved health care.” 

OU is one of seven grantees awarded as
part of the Agency for Healthcare Research
and Quality initiative, EvidenceNOW -
Advancing Heart Health in Primary Care,
which supports the broad U.S. Department
of Health and Human Services effort for
Better Care, Smarter Spending, and
Healthier People, and is aligned with the
Department’s Million Hearts® national ini-
tiative to prevent heart attacks and strokes.   

“The goal of the EvidenceNOW initiative
is to give primary care practices the support
they need to help patients live healthier and
longer,” says Health and Human Services
Secretary                      Sylvia M. Burwell.
“By targeting smaller practices, we have a
unique opportunity to reduce cardiovascular
risk factors for hundreds of thousands of
patients and learn what kind of support
results in better patient outcomes.” 

Dr. Steven Crawford of the OU College of
Medicine’s Department of Family and
Preventive Medicine and Dr. Dan Duffy at
the School of Community Medicine in Tulsa
will head the Oklahoma research effort.

“This project brings together investigators
with a broad base of expertise to help ensure
that these practices receive the information,
support and feedback needed to improve
management of four cardiovascular disease
risk factors. These include smoking, blood
pressure, cholesterol and the use of low-dose
aspirin,” Crawford says. 

“Through this project, we will provide
technical support to 300 primary care prac-
tices, helping them implement methods
based upon patient-centered care outcomes
research. Our ultimate goal, of course, is to
positively impact the care of patients at risk
for cardiovascular disease events like heart
attacks and stroke,” Duffy says.

The work will involve critical collabora-
tion with the Oklahoma Foundation for
Medical Quality, the Public Health Institute
of Oklahoma, the Community Service
Council, Oklahoma Center for Healthcare
Improvement, Oklahoma Primary Care
Association, Oklahoma Area Health
Education Centers, MyHealth Access
Network and Coordinated Care Oklahoma,
as well as Brigham and Women’s Hospital in
Boston.

“This important project provides the
opportunity to enhance the health of
Oklahomans all across the state by building
a collaborative network of primary care
physicians, practices and organizations,”
says Timothy VanWagoner, Ph.D., adminis-
trative director of the Oklahoma Clinical
and Translational Sciences Institute at
Harold Hamm Diabetes Center at OU. 

He pointed out that the grant brings togeth-
er individuals, like Crawford and Duffy,

with decades of experience in disseminating
and implementing the findings of patient-
based outcomes research.  

“Participating practices will be provided
initial and monthly performance feedback in
an effort to establish and share ‘best prac-
tices’ in the management and prevention of
what we know to be critical cardiovascular
risk factors.  Of course, the ultimate goal is
better health for patients across Oklahoma,
especially those in traditionally-underserved
parts of the state,” VanWagoner adds.

Project evaluation will be handled by a
team of collaborating researchers from the
OU College of Public Health, including Ann
Chou, Ph.D., an associate professor of
Health Administration, and Julie Stoner,

Ph.D., chair of the Department of
Biostatistics and Epidemiology. 

OU’s grant will run for three years. The
Agency for Healthcare Research and
Quality also awarded a four-year grant to
the Oregon Health and Science University
to conduct an independent national evalua-
tion of the overall EvidenceNOW initiative.
Together, these grants represent one of the
largest research investments to date by the
Agency for Healthcare Research and
Quality.  For more information about the
Agency for Healthcare Research and
Quality’s EvidenceNOW initiative, includ-
ing details on each of the grantees and
cooperatives, visit www.ahrq.gov/eviden-
cenow.html. 
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OU Researchers Target Heart Health with Grant 

By KIM SHOEMAKE
Contributing Writer

Becoming a chiropractor seemed a
natural choice for Dr. Brandon
Wilbanks. Even at an early age, he
knew he wanted a career that
allowed him the opportunity to help
others. 

Raised in Tulsa, Wilbanks has
been active his entire life. While
playing basketball at Union High
School, he discovered the benefits
of chiropractic care for injuries as
well as other ailments. After enter-
ing Oklahoma State University,
where he studied nutritional sci-
ence, he continued to educate him-
self on a holistic approach to health,
while avoiding traditional medica-
tions when possible. After finishing
his undergraduate work, he went on
to complete his doctorate at Parker
University College of Chiropractic
in Dallas. A year ago, Wilbanks and
his wife, Dr. Kendra Wilbanks, also
a chiropractor and graduate of
Parker, opened Wilbanks
Chiropractic at 8205 South Regal
Blvd. in South Tulsa. 

Wilbanks Chiropractic emphasizes
the benefits of early intervention
when it comes to chiropractic care.
“By the time individuals are coming
to us, they’ve tried everything and
are looking for something outside of
the box,” Wilbanks notes. 

He believes it’s important for peo-
ple to recognize chiropractic as a
first line of defense. The brain and
spinal cord form the central nervous
system, which coordinates every-
thing that occurs within the body,
from the beating of the heart to the
solving of a crossword puzzle, he
says. 

Wilbanks educates his patients on
the importance of maintaining good
alignment within the spine in order
to alleviate any issues within the
central nervous system. “If there is
pressure or inflammation within the
spine, it can result in pain or numb-
ness, as well as a host of other prob-
lems,” he says. 

While many individuals associate
chiropractic care with injuries or
pain, Wilbanks insists there are a
host of other areas effectively treat-
ed through this approach. 

Kendra Wilbanks has a particular
interest in working with children.
“Because kids are constantly mov-
ing and growing, this activity can
put stress on their spine. Spinal
stress can come while in utero as
well,” she states. 

Chiropractic is based on removing
these stresses through adjustment,
allowing the nervous system to
function properly. 

Brandon Wilbanks notes that many
childhood ailments, from colic to
ear infections, could be alleviated
through spinal adjustment. 

While it is the belief of those who
practice chiropractic care that all can
benefit from the holistic approach
that it offers, Wilbanks feels it is
especially necessary for those who
are active: “We believe in keeping
our patients moving while focusing
on strengthening the areas that are
restricted in order to provide full
range of motion.

“Our goal for patients is quality
versus quantity,” he says when
describing his and his wife’s
approach to providing personal treat-
ment for all of their patients, many of

whom end up referring family mem-
bers for that same level of care. 

Wilbanks Chiropractic offers con-

sultations to share the wide-ranging
benefits of chiropractic. To make an
appointment, call 918-970-6616. 

Wilbanks Chiropractic Emphasizes Prevention

FAMILY TEAM: Drs. Brandon and Kendra Wilbanks are a husband
and wife chiropractic team and both graduates of Parker University
College of Chiropractic in Dallas. A year ago, they opened Wilbanks
Chiropractic at 8205 S. Regal Blvd. in south Tulsa.

Courtesy Wilbanks Chiropractic

http://www.ahrq.gov/eviden-cenow.html
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Keith Ballard, Ed.D., former
superintendent of Tulsa Public
Schools, joins the faculty of the
University of Oklahoma-Tulsa on
July 1. Ballard will serve as direc-
tor of the Professional
Development and Leadership
Academy and professor of
Educational Leadership and
Policy Studies in the OU Jeannine
Rainbolt College of Education.

Gregg Garn, Ph.D., dean of the
college, says, “We’re excited that
Dr. Ballard will be joining our
faculty. Students will benefit
tremendously from his vast and
varied experience. He offers the
unique compliment of not only

his academic prowess, but his
firsthand, practical knowledge of
the field.”

“I look forward to making the
transition to OU-Tulsa, so I can
continue to make an impact on
public education in Oklahoma,”
says Ballard.  “Having served at
Tulsa Public Schools during a
period of intense change, there is
much I can do to assist in the
development of educational lead-
ership in K-12, particularly in
cultivating new school superin-
tendents.  It’s a joy being able to
leave a job that I love and moving
to a place where I can be a differ-
ence-maker.  I’m looking forward
to my time at the University of
Oklahoma.” 

“OU-Tulsa students will learn a
great deal from the significant
knowledge and experience Dr.
Ballard has gained during his dis-
tinguished career.” says John
Schumann, M.D., interim presi-
dent of OU-Tulsa. “We’re happy
to welcome him to the outstanding
education faculty at OU-Tulsa.”

Ballard retired from Tulsa
Public Schools after seven years
with the district.  During his
tenure, Ballard worked to pass
two of the largest school bonds in
the history of the state totaling
$415 million (2015) and $354
million (2010). He led the way for
the district to work with the Bill
& Melinda Gates Foundation on
Teacher & Leader Effectiveness,
one of only 10 school districts
selected in the U.S.  Ballard also
spearheaded Project
Schoolhouse, an ongoing effi-
ciency program that addresses
changing student populations and
school building utilization.  He is
the recipient of numerous awards

and honors, including the
Oklahoma Association of School
Administrators (OASA) Lifetime
Achievement Award; the
Oklahoma Educators Hall of
Fame (2011); Oklahoma
Superintendent of the Year in
2012; the Vision in Education
Leadership Award from Tulsa
Community College Foundation
(2012); the Don Newby/Ben Hill
award from the Tulsa
Metropolitan Ministry for
Compassion and Concern for all
Human Beings (2011); the 2015
Foundation for Tulsa Schools
Henry Zarrow Award; the 2015
Whitney M. Young Jr. Service
Award recipient from the Indian

Nations Council of the Boy
Scouts of America; 2015
Oklahoma Music Educators
Association (OMEA)
Administrator of the Year; and has
been inducted into both the TPS
Athletics Hall of Fame and the
Fine Arts Hall of Fame in 2015. 

The University of Oklahoma
Schusterman Center is home to
all OU programs in Tulsa.
Located on a 60 acre campus at
41st Street and Yale Avenue, it
strengthens OU’s presence in
northeast Oklahoma and expands
educational, research and patient
care programs in the Tulsa area.
OU-Tulsa offers six bachelor’s
degree completion programs; 14

master’s degree programs, includ-
ing the physician assistant pro-
gram and nurse practitioner pro-
gram; doctoral programs in medi-
cine, physical therapy, education,
early childhood education, engi-
neering, pharmacy and nursing,
as well as nine residency pro-
grams in medicine. It is also
home to the University of
Oklahoma College of Medicine
School of Community Medicine,
Tulsa. The first of its kind in the
nation, it was created with the
explicit purpose of improving the
health of all Oklahoma communi-
ties. For more information about
OU-Tulsa, call 918-660-3318 or
visit tulsa.ou.edu. 
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EDUCATION
Former TPS Superintendent Appointed OU-Tulsa Prof

DR. KEITH BALLARD
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Although Tulsa Tech offers many
different programs and opportuni-
ties for all types of students to suc-
ceed, students must be dedicated to
learning new skills in order to truly
make their own path. Carpentry stu-
dent Jordan Dunkin demonstrates
his dedication
each morning by
waiting for the
6:50 a.m. bus
that takes him to
downtown Tulsa,
then catching a
second bus that
stops near Tulsa
Tech’s Lemley
M e m o r i a l
Campus for
class. 

This daily rou-
tine, this type of
dedication, are
both admired
and greatly
respected by
Tulsa Tech’s car-
pentry instructor
John Antonelli.
“Jordan’s dedi-
cation to being here every day is just
great,” Antonelli says. “And once
he’s here, he learns quickly and
works hard to complete the jobs he
is given.”

Originally from Iowa, the tall 27-
year old Hawkeye moved to
Oklahoma while still in grade
school and grew up and attended
Charles Page High School in Sand
Springs.  

“I wish I had taken classes at Tech
while I was still in high school,”
Dunkin says. “But I really didn’t
know as much about the classes
back then.”

The former Sandite discovered
Tulsa Tech with the help of his
friend, and mentor, Robert Franklin,
who is currently Tulsa Tech’s
Associate Superintendent for
Outreach & Advancement.

“Jordan was a former high school
student at Charles Page High
School where I served as his princi-
pal,” Franklin explains. “He was
upbeat, friendly and fully engaged
in the high school experience, yet
he did not have a solid career train-

ing opportunity.”
Last year,

Dunkin called his
former high school
principal to ask for
advice on how
Tulsa Tech might
help him find a
training program.
The carpentry pro-
gram proved to be
the right fit with
the right instructor
and at the right
time in his life.

“I chose carpen-
try because I like
to work with my
hands, and I like to
see how things are
put together,” says
Dunkin, “to see
things planned out,

with drawings, and then getting to
build it.”

The carpentry program often
presents unique challenges, even
for this dedicated student, and
Dunkin is thankful his instructor
seems to always know the correct
answer.

“Math can be difficult for me, and
Mr. Antonelli can just break it down
to help me understand it,” Dunkin
says. “I consider him a bit of a math
genius.”

Challenges are nothing new to
Dunkin. A Special Olympian for the
last 15 years, he often has to work a
little harder to accomplish his goals,
but his desire and dedication are
always accompanied by his opti-
mism and trademark smile.

“I began competing in the Special
Olympics in 2001 when I was in 7th

grade, and I’ve participated in every
event since then,” Dunkin says
proudly. “This year there was a lot
of rain, so I thought, ‘well this
should help keep me cool,’ and I just
kept on running.”

The future carpenter says his
favorite part of the event is just
being there, taking in the whole
experience, getting to see old
friends, and of course being able to
compete.

“This year I competed in the pen-
tathlon, the 4x4 relay, and basket-
ball,” Dunkin explains. “The pen-
tathlon consists of five events: the
100-meter run, 400-meter run, shot
put, running long-jump and the
high-jump.”

Tulsa Tech is changing this ath-
letes’ life by providing him mean-
ingful and relevant career training
that he may have never been able to
secure on his own. The outreach
services of Tulsa Tech’s Career
Advisors and Disability Services
Coordinators have made his friend,
and former high school principal,
extremely proud. 

“These individuals have helped
one of my personal friends move to
a higher and more noble place on
the way to economic stability,”
Frankin says. “I am proud for
Jordan, and I am proud of my col-
leagues at Tulsa Tech.”

Like many Olympic athletes,
Jordan Dunkin is no stranger to
dedication, and he has resolved to
make his own path toward success.

“Some people will criticize people
with mental disabilities, or just
think some things are just too com-
plicated, and they think people
won’t be able to get through this,”
Dunkin says. “Don’t listen to that
negativity, don’t let other people
plan your life. Just remember, if I
can succeed, so can you.”

If you’re currently looking for
exciting careers for high school and
adult students, quality corporate

training for employees, or a chal-
lenging new career, Tulsa Tech
invites you to visit a campus today.

For more information, please call
918-828-5000, or visit us online at
tulsatech.edu.
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News from
Tulsa Tech

By DR. STEVE TIGER
Superintendent

Dedication Helps Student Build His Future

CARPENTRY TRAINING: Dedication is nothing new to Tulsa Tech car-
pentry student Jordan Dunkin, a Special Olympian for the last 15 years,
who says that he often has to work a little harder to accomplish his goals.

Courtesy Tulsa Tech
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LOCAL NEWS
Bixby Schools Offers Free Meals 

This summer marks the first sum-
mer that Bixby Public Schools will
sponsor a summer meal program,
open to all children living in the
Bixby school district ages 18 and
under. 

“I’m so pleased to be able to offer
this service to our families,” says
Bixby Public School’s Child
Nutrition Director Lois Hood. “We
look forward to helping those chil-
dren who may not always have a full
meal on a regular basis during the
summer months as well as providing
a place for our students attending
summer school and extra-curricular
activities a nutritious, convenient
meal.” 

The Summer Food Service
Program, hosted by the U.S.
Department of Agriculture, runs
June 15-July 31. The program
ensures one free, nutritious meal a
day, served Monday through Friday
9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. at the Bixby
Ninth Grade Center and Bixby
Learning Center at 501 S.
Riverview. Any child living in the
Bixby school district age 18 and
under, regardless of lunch eligibility
status, can enjoy a meal. Children
must eat their meal at the Bixby
Ninth Grade Center; take-outs are
not allowed. 

Bixby Public Schools is working
with the Salt Food Group (SFG) and
Chef Eli Huff, who recently devel-
oped over 200 new USDA certified
K-12 recipes. “I believe this sum-
mer program will help provide
nutritious meals that also taste awe-
some and will be a wonderful way

for Bixby Public Schools to show
the community how much we care
about our children, even after school
is out,” says Huff. 

Transportation to and from the
feeding program is not provided. 

“Our staff looks forward to serving
the children of our district through-
out the summer. We hope to have a
great turnout each day,” says Hood.

For more information, contact
Bixby Public Schools at 918-366-
2200.

The Salt Food Group provides
food service design solutions for K-
12, corporate and commercial oper-
ations. Their mission is to provide
great tasting, nutritious meals minus
the processed ingredients. For more
information visit www.saltfood-
group.com or follow on twitter
@SpartanFoodie and
@OKChef2School 

The Summer Food Service
Program (SFSP) is a federally-fund-
ed, state-administered program. The
SFSP reimburses providers who
serve healthy meals to children and
teens at no charge primarily during
the summer months when school is
not in session. The SFSP serves
children and teens age 18 and
younger. For more information call
the National Hunger Hotline at 1-
866-3-HUNGRY or 1-877-8-HAM-
BRE to find a meal site near you.

INAUGURAL PROGRAM: Bixby Public Schools is hosting its first
Summer Food Service Program, hosted by the U.S. Department of
Agriculture. The program runs June 15-July 31 and ensures one free,
nutritious meal a day, served Monday through Friday 9:30 a.m. to
12:30 p.m. at the Bixby Ninth Grade Center and Bixby Learning Center
at 501 S. Riverview. Any child living in the Bixby school district age 18
and under, regardless of lunch eligibility status, can enjoy a meal.

(Continued from page 1)
a sport, so, after trying a few
sports, he settled on golf and
swimming.

After a few years, Lee was
forced to choose one sport to
focus all of his energy; he chose
swimming. “I just love to stay fit
and be physically active,” he
says. “I also really like the feel
of the water; some of the best
moments in my life have hap-
pened in the water.”

Lee will join the swim team at
Washington University in St.
Louis in the fall.

“I’ve heard that swimming in
college is different from high
school so I’m excited to experi-
ence that,” he says. 

“Plus I want to remain in
shape,” he laughs. However, he
is quick to add that his main

focus will remain on academics.
He plans to major in business.

Lee completed four Advanced
Placement courses his senior
year, and, as a creative outlet,
helped to produce, direct and
report with the Spartan Post
News Broadcast Club.

He spent his junior and senior
years in Interact Club, a commu-
nity service club. As Chief
Information Officer of the
Interact Club, he attended Bixby
Rotary Club meetings and
learned about citywide commu-
nity service activities that he
would then share with his class-
mates. He has also been involved
in volunteer activities with the
Bixby Community Outreach
Center and Food Bank, Catholic
Charities of Tulsa, and the youth
group at his church, St. Clement.

Bixby Boasts All-Staters

TASTE OF BIXBY

BEST OVERALL: Employees of Doc’s Country Mart pose at Taste
of Bixby, held June 11, where the grocery store was one of the pre-
senting sponsors. From left are Karla Tyler, Pete Erdogan, Chris
Johnson, Mary Ross and Ken Owens. Attendees also voted on their
favorite foods of the evening. Winners were Anheuser-Busch for best
beverage, Trey’s Bar and Grill for best appetizers, Hard Rock
Casino for best entrée, Michael V’s for best dessert and Doc’s
Country Mart for best overall.

The Wealaka Chapter of the
Oklahoma Society Daughters

of the American Revolution
(OSDAR) has partnered with the
Vietnam War Commemoration
Committee in commemorating
the 50th Anniversary of the
Vietnam War by thanking and
honoring the veterans who served
and sacrificed for the United
States during the Vietnam War.
The group’s first event recog-
nized veterans from their own
membership’s families. The vet-
erans were given a certificate of

appreciation for their service and
sacrifice on our behalf.  

Vietnam Veteran E4 Michael
Crabbe was introduced and
received a certificate. His wife, Jo
Lynn, and daughter, Tara, are both
members of Wealaka Chapter. Also
honored was Ret. Col. William
Ladd whose certificate was accept-
ed by chapter member Michelle
(Ladd) Maxwell, his daughter.

The Wealaka Chapter is planning
another event in the fall to honor
any Vietnam veterans living in the
Bixby, Glenpool or Jenks area.  

OSDAR RECOGNIZES VETERANS

SACRIFICES REMEMBERED: Vietnam Veteran Michael Crabbe
receives his certificate of appreciation from Carolyn Thornton, regent,
Wealaka Chapter OSDAR.

Courtesy OSDAR 
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SPORTS
TU News: Shea Seals Promoted, Kim English Joins Staff

University of Tulsa Head
Basketball Coach Frank Haith
recently announced the promo-
tion of former TU All-American
Shea Seals to assistant basketball
coach and the addition of former
Missouri standout Kim English as
director of player development
for the Golden Hurricane.

Seals has served as director of
player development/team manag-
er for the last three seasons. The
Tulsa native was an All-America
selection while playing at TU
from 1993-97.

English played at Missouri from
2008-12, including his senior sea-
son for Haith. He has spent the
last three years playing profes-
sional basketball – one with the
Detroit Pistons and two overseas.

“Shea was such a valuable part
of our program last season, and
he is the perfect addition to our
on-court coaching staff,” Haith
says. “Needless to say, Shea is a
Tulsa basketball legend and is
someone that has worked tremen-
dously hard to get where he is
today. He is a great example of
what hard work and a Tulsa edu-
cation can help you accomplish,
and I am so proud that his first
assistant coaching job is here at
his alma mater. I know everyone
around our program and our com-
munity will join me in congratu-
lating Shea and Rosa, as well as
their children Jeval, Shea Ari,
Shemar and Viola.”

Seals is Tulsa’s all-time leading
scorer with 2,288 points; he also

completed his career among the
school’s all-time leaders for
rebounds with 777, assists with
388 and steals with 222.

During his TU career, Seals was
on Tulsa teams that compiled an
overall 93-34 record, made four
consecutive NCAA Tournament
appearances, including two trips
to the “Sweet Sixteen,” and won
two Missouri Valley Conference
regular season championships
and one MVC Tournament title.

Seals earned first-team all-con-
ference honors in his final three
seasons, twice in the MVC and as
a senior in the Western Athletic
Conference. He went on to
receive third-team Associated
Press All-America merits as a
senior and had his No. 21 jersey
retired in his final home game of
the 1996-97 campaign.

“This is a very exciting opportu-
nity for my family and me. I
appreciate Coach Haith having
the faith in me to allow me to be
an assistant coach at my alma
mater,” Seals says.

Before returning to Tulsa in
2012, Seals spent the previous
seven years coaching high school
basketball in Tulsa, compiling an
overall 130-45 record. He was the
head basketball coach for five
seasons at Booker T. Washington
High School and before that spent
three seasons at his alma mater
McLain High School.

In his tenure at BTW, Seals’
teams posted a 102-22 record,
won state championships in 2010

and 2011 and finished as the state
runner-up in 2008 and a state
semifinalist in 2009. In 2011, the
Hornets compiled a 21-0 record
en route to their second consecu-
tive state championship, while
earning a Rivals.com final high
school national ranking of No.
22.

At McLain, Seals spent the
2004-05 season as an assistant
coach and took over as head
coach a year later. Seals proceed-
ed to lead McLain High School to
a two-year mark of 28-23 and a
state quarterfinals appearance in
2006. As a prep senior at McLain
in 1993, Seals averaged 24.4
points, 8.0 rebounds and was
named the 1993 Oklahoma High
School Player of the Year as a

prep senior at McLain High
School.

Before entering the coaching
profession, Seals spent seven
years in professional basketball.
He began his career with the Los
Angeles Lakers in 1997-98 before
suffering an ACL injury in the
summer after his rookie season.
He played six years in Europe and
Asia and one season in the
NBDL.

English was drafted with the
44th overall pick in the 2012
NBA Draft by the Detroit Pistons.
He played in 41 games during the
2012-13 season, and spent most
of the last two years playing bas-
ketball overseas.

“I am so excited to be welcom-
ing Kim English to our staff,”

Haith says. “Kim was a tremen-
dous player for me at Missouri
and was someone Michael
Schwarz and I heavily recruited
while we were at Miami. Kim
made himself into an NBA Draft
pick his senior season because of
his relentless work ethic and mind
for our game and that’s why he
will be so successful in the coach-
ing profession. Kim has been
preparing himself to become a
coach over the past several years,
including our time together at
Missouri, on through his time
with the Detroit Pistons. He was a
highly-coveted young coach this
spring and I cannot wait for our
team, our administration and our
community to get to know Kim
and his future wife, Jessica.”

KIM ENGLISH: Once a player
for Frank Haith, the former
Missouri guard is now director of
player development at TU.

SHEA SEALS: The former director of player development/team
manager for the Golden Hurricane was recently promoted to assistant
basketball coach.

Former TU Star Now Assistant Coach;
Mizzou Standout Hired as Team Manager

Tommy Dial of Jenks Makes National Stage
By DOUG EATON
GTR Sports Writer 

Tommy Dial is always looking to
improve his impressive pole vault-
ing credentials. Competing at the
highest levels on a national basis
has made the Jenks High School
senior’s name  well-known in
track and field circles.

Dial’s 2015 season has gotten off
to an impressive start as he placed
near the top in three national
meets and dominated regular high
school meets. He is currently
ranked fifth among all high school
pole vaulters by MileSplit, USA.

Dial, who was the Class 6A state
champion last year as a junior,
started his season off by traveling
to the Reno National Pole Vault
Summit at Reno, Nevada.

The Reno Summit is an annual
congregation of high school, col-
legiate, elite and masters pole
vaulters from around the country.

Dial tied for third place in the
high school division with a vault
of 16 feet, 8 inches, and was only
four inches under the winning
height.

Dial joined his Trojan teammates
for the Oklahoma High School
Indoor Meet at the University of
Oklahoma at Norman. Dial cap-
tured first place easily as he
cleared 16 feet, 3 inches to out-
jump the second place finisher by
over a foot and a half.

Dial then received a special
invitation to travel to New York
City to compete at the presti-
gious Millrose Games, the hall-
mark meet of the indoor track
season held at the Armory in
Manhattan.

Dial cleared 16 feet, 4.75 inches
to claim a tie for second place.

“It was awesome to participate at

such a big meet and compete with
some of the best high school
vaulters in the country,” Dial says.

Dial followed that up with a
third place finish at the Texas
Relays by clearing 17 feet, 1 inch.
The first and second place
vaulters also cleared 17-1, so Dial
actually tied for first but placed
third based on the number of
misses.

At the Owasso Ram Relays, Dial
easily captured first place as he
cleared 17 feet, beating his nearest
competitor by nearly three feet.

At the 88th annual Kansas
Relays in Lawrence, Kansas,
Dial captured the meet champi-
onship as he cleared 17 meet. He
narrowly missed at 17 feet, 5.5
inches, which would have broken
the Relays record of 17-5 set by
his father, Joe Dial, back in
1980.

Dial then topped his 2015 high
school season with sweeping con-
ference, regional and state cham-
pionships/

His 17 feet, 2 inch vault at the
Class 6A state meet broke the
state meet record that he had set
just at last year’s state meet. 

Dial has his future plans firmly
in place as he is already commit-
ted to compete at Oral Roberts
University next year. 

The ORU head track coach is
Joe Dial, Dial’s father.  Joe Dial
was a world class pole vaulter who
set many age-group records, was
the first high school vaulter to
clear 18 feet and at one time was
the world record holder in the
vault as well as the American
record holder for nine years. He
spent several years pole vaulting
around the world, competing
many times throughout Europe
and Asia. TOMMY DIAL

Courtesy photo

C
ou

rte
sy

 p
ho

to
s

             



By GLENN HIBDON
GTR Sports Writer

Most WNBA fans don’t know it,
but Fred Williams is a renaissance
man. When not rebuilding the
Tulsa Shock’s on court fortunes,
the multi-faceted coach is making
sweet music in his very own
recording studio in Atlanta.

Performing as Freddy Bass
Williams after a couple of Utah
Jazz coaches gave him the name,
Williams lays down smooth jazz
sounds by playing the keyboard,
saxophone, bass guitar and piano.
The beat of the drums comes from
an 18-second loop.

“You’ve got to know how to cut
and splice,’’ says Williams, who
has produced three albums, My
Gift to You, Game Time and
Mixtape Jazz. “I have all the equip-
ment I need to do it at home to mix
and master it. Everything I do
myself other than have duplicate
copies made.’’

Williams’ musical career began
20 years ago when a family mem-
ber gave him a keyboard. He began
playing with it and got intrigued.
His interest spread to other instru-
ments.

“In high school, one of my best
friends’ dad was a good bass play-
er,’’ he says. “I bought a bass and
then five or six guitars and record-
ing equipment. After about two
years, I had all the equipment I
needed to make an album. There is

a lot of bass in my music and that’s
how I got my name.’’

However, Williams is most well
known as a WNBA coach. Now in
his second season with the Shock,
he is matching his success off the
court with victories on it. Williams
led Tulsa to its first above .500
mark in six years since relocating
to the BOK Center.

A native of Inglewood, Calif., and
a graduate of Boise State, Williams
spent six seasons with the Atlanta
Dream before coming to Tulsa. He
helped the Dream reach three
WNBA championship series and in
his career coached legends such as
Cheryl Miller, Cynthia Cooper,
Pamela McGee, Lisa Leslie and
Tina Thompson.

Williams’ experience has trans-
formed into soulful music for the
Shock, and he spends the off sea-
son in Atlanta producing another
kind. He calls it “jazz fusion and
alternative jazz with a little hip
hop.’’ No matter the name, people
seem to enjoy it. Williams has dis-
tributed almost 6,000 albums with-
out publicizing his endeavor.

One little item that the coach
does not do is sing.     

“There are only a few words at
the beginning of some tracks like
Barry White did,’’Williams says. “I
can write a (instrumental) song in
12 minutes, but I can’t sing. My
wife has a voice for singing and I
do the hard part. I don’t do lyrics
because I can’t rhyme, but I can
make a song flow.’’

Williams has received a little help
from his friends. Wayman Tisdale
exposed the coach to what the ideal
bass should sound like.

“He taught me some tricks on it
and helped me a great deal to hear
the crisp sound of bass,’’ said
Williams. “Nathan East is part of a

group called Four Play, and I met
him last year after a game. He
helped me in the knowledge of the
music industry.’’

After all of his travels through the
music world, Williams insists that
his interest is only as a “hobby.’’ He
has more philanthropic goals in
mind.

“Young people just starting out
want to do demos, and I help them
out a lot,’’ says Williams. “Some
people like to play golf, and I like
music. I don’t charge for my
albums. Some people send me
donations, and I give them to the
Lupus Foundation or the Heart
Association.

“I know I could be signed (to a
recording contract), but this is a
God-given talent and I want to give
back. This is from my heart.’’

Williams says his fame is spread-
ing by word of mouth among
coaches and fans in the WNBA,
but he remains modest over his
achievements. Only twice has he
performed in public (once in Los
Angeles and another in Irvine,
Calif.) doing so with other groups
before hotel cocktail hours.  

“I focus 99 percent on coaching
and one percent on music,’’
Williams notes. “Have you ever
heard a quiet basketball game?
Sometimes we play my songs in
warmups (at practice). It fires up
the young ladies and helps them
get focused and used to the noise.’’

Williams says his future in music
centers around his production
company. He’s considering ventur-
ing into the business side of the
industry once his coaching days
are over.

“I know I surprise a lot of people
because they didn’t know a coach
could play music. I think every
coach in the league is intrigued
about how I write music and apply

it to basketball,’’ said Williams.
“But coaching is my first love. I
want to help players become some
of the best in the world. Music is
for the off season.’’
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SPORTS

Tulsa Shock Coach Makes Sweet Music
Shock’s Fred Williams

Also Known as
Freddy Bass Williams

COACH FRED WILLIAMS

FREDDY BASS WILLIAMS

TULSA FOOTBALL HELMET
IN COLLEGE HALL OF FAME

LUCKY T: The Tulsa foot-
ball helmet is on display with
more than 50 helmets at The
College Football Hall of Fame
and Chick-f il-A Fan
Experience in Atlanta, Georgia.

It is patterned after a 1940’s
helmet, worn in the photo by
former TU great Glenn Dobbs,
that had a black ‘T’ on the front
of a white helmet. The throw-
back ‘T’ helmet on display was

worn on Nov. 12, 2011, as the
Tulsa Golden Hurricane defeat-
ed Marshall, 59-17, at Tulsa’s
H.A. Chapman Stadium. For
that game Tulsa also wore
throwback red jerseys that went
back to the 1950s. The ‘T’ hel-
met was worn for just that one
game in 2011.

For more information about
the exhibit, visit www.cfb-
hall.com.

Courtesy Atlanta Hall Management Inc. & College Football Hall of Fame

EMILY RAMSEY for GTR Newspapers

http://www.cfb-hall.com
http://www.cfb-hall.com
http://www.cfb-hall.com
www.positivepins.com
pnlady@aol.com
facebook.com/geekinktattoo
tulsadrillers.com
tulsaroughnecksfc.com
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DRIVING FOR 2: Tulsa Shock’s Odyssey Sims drives past Seattle’s Ramu Tokashiki for
two points in the Shock’s 68-45 win over the Storm June 9 at the BOK Center.

STATE SOCCER ACADEMIC CHAMPIONS: The Bishop Kelley High School girls’
soccer team was awarded the State Academic Championship trophy for having the high-
est GPA during this year’s soccer championship at the University of Tulsa. Union won
the title, defeating Jenks.

HARRY LENTZ for GTR Newspapers

DEAN ATCHISON for GTR Newspapers

 

www.cajuned.com
tulsashock.net


By KHARA PERSAD
Northeastern State University

Playing T-ball as a 5-year-old
with his father and twin brother,
Ryan Helsley always knew he
wanted to play baseball as an
adult.  “Growing up, on those lit-
tle sheets we would get, I remem-
ber putting the answer ‘major
league baseball player’ to the
question what I wanted to be
when I grow up.”

Now at 20 years old, Helsley’s
dreams have come true; the St.
Louis Cardinals picked him in
the 2015 Major League Baseball
(MLB) Draft.  “It’s definitely
awesome to say I finally did it.
It’s always a great feeling to get
to continue playing the sport that
you love,” Helsley says.

With the 161st pick in the fifth
round, the Cardinals selected the
right-handed, 6-foot-1-inch pitch-
er, via a phone call on Tuesday,
June 9.  “My mom was pulling up
(in the driveway) when I got the
call and I told her they (Cardinals)

took me. It was a great moment to
share with my parents.”  

Helsley said he was speechless
for a few seconds during the con-
gratulatory phone call.  “There
was a lot going through my mind:
my career, college, moving on.”

He has lived in Tahlequah all his
life but feels ready to go off to
play away from home.  “I defi-
nitely have to work harder now.
Even though I got drafted, it’s not
over. The hard work continues.”

This credo sets Helsley apart
and makes him the perfect
ambassador for Northeastern
State University, says baseball
coach Travis Janssen.  “Ryan is
too good to be true. He works
hard in everything he does, both
baseball and schoolwork. There is
a balance,” he explains, adding
Helsley has a 3.5 GPA.  He said
when Helsley joined the team as
a freshman, he put in the work
needed to develop his talent.
“We were the ones who were
lucky enough to see him and
recruit him. He blossomed in two
years. He worked very hard, and
it paid off,” Janssen says.

Helsley flew to the Cardinals’
spring training site in Florida
four days after being selected,
where he completed a physical
and signed his contract. His next
stop will be Johnson City, Tenn.,
where he will begin his career in
the minor leagues.

While baseball is his passion,
Helsley said he was prepared to
return to NSU to complete his
degree in health and human per-
formance.  “I want to have my

degree,” he says emphatically,
adding that radiology was anoth-
er possible field, following in the
footsteps of his mother.   

Helsley says it was a comfort to
get to train and play in his home-
town.  “NSU is like a town in a
town. It has its own community.
I’ve had a lot of fun playing and
training here.”  He has been
attending NSU baseball camps
since childhood and has seen the
program develop and go “in the

right direction.  I think it’s a good
spot for kids out of high school to
come. It’s a good town; baseball
means a lot to them (coaches)
and if student athletes are serious
about it, I think it’s the perfect
program to be a part of.”

While he is excited to start play-
ing ball again, he reflects on NSU
being like a second home.  “It’s
really a fun place to be. I like it a
lot. It’s not too big of a college; it’s
the right size. It’s like a family.”

He also credits his coaches and
teammates for seeing in him, what
he could not see in himself.
“When I got here, I wasn’t really
much of a pitcher at all. I wanted
to play third and hit, but they saw
my potential for pitching.”

News of Helsley’s draft selec-
tion swept campus, with students,
staff and faculty showering him
with words of encouragement
and congratulations on all social
media platforms.  “My phone
was going off all day yesterday.
Phone calls, texts, Twitter – it
was a pretty crazy day.”

He says while almost everyone
was happy for him, Janssen’s
daughter, Avery, probably reacted
the strongest.  “She loves the
Cardinals. When she found out,
she jumped up and down,” he
says smiling.  Avery, 10, is hope-
ful her connection to the future
star athlete will score her tickets
to upcoming Cardinal games.

When asked about his fledgling
celebrity status, Helsley quickly
laughs off the notion, saying he
has a lot more work to put in
before even thinking about fame.
“Word definitely got around. I
saw it in the newspaper. I think
I’d have to make it a little bit far-
ther in baseball to become
famous,” he says earnestly.

Helsley has welcomed his new
journey with humility and grace;
expecting only to do the best he
can.  “I want to give it a chance.
If it doesn’t work, it doesn’t
work. It’s just what’s meant to be,
you know? No hard feelings. I’m
just excited to see where it goes.”
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ULTIMATE TRAINING FACILITY

OFF OF HWY 169 and 61st ST.
(918) 459-0399 allstarsportscomplex.com

• Baseball Camps
• Batting Cages

• Miniature Golf
• Video Arcade

St. Louis Cardinals Draft NSU Pitcher 

RYAN HELSLEY

TOP PROSPECT: Jose De Leon, one of the Los Angeles Dodgers’ top pitching prospects,
is now in the starting rotation for the Tulsa Drillers.

SECOND GOAL: Tulsa Roughnecks midfielder and Oklahoma City University product
Adam Black, left, was recently named to the USL Team of the Week for his two-goal per-
formance against Seattle Sounders 2.   

Photo by RICH CRIMI

Photo by CHARIS WILSON

 

scogginsroofinginc.com
www.northpointwealth.com
allstarsportscomplex.com


By JULIE WENGER WATSON  
Contributing Writer

Aaron Sloan has always been a fighter. As
a kid, Sloan liked nothing better than to pull
on some old gloves and box in the yard
with his friends. Decades later, Sloan is
still at it, but now he has his own gym. The
Engine Room, near Sixth Street and Peoria
Avenue in the heart of Tulsa’s burgeoning
Pearl District, is a dream come true for this
41-year old business owner. Like most
dreams, it’s taken a good deal of hard work,
a lot of passion and a little bit of luck to
make it a reality.

“I just liked fighting,” Sloan recalles of his
childhood. “I didn’t have any aspirations of
going to the Olympics or being a national
champion. I didn’t even know about that.
All I wanted to do was fight. It was as sim-
ple as that.”

While the path from scrappy kid to USA
Boxing certified coach, judge and referee
was not exactly a straight one, Sloan never
lost his love for the sport. After training
with Tulsa’s (now deceased) legendary box-
ing coach Ed Duncan, life, as it often does,
got in the way. Sloan quit the sport to juggle
the demands of work and parenthood.

Years passed and Sloan realized how much
he missed the sport. Four speed bags, a cou-
ple of heavy bags and one floor ring later,
the Owasso Boxing Club was born. In the
fall of 2009, Sloan found himself operating
a gym in his spare time out of a converted
storage space.

“I trained three of my guys for three
months, and I took all of them to the region-
al Golden Gloves tournament, and all three
of them won,” Sloan says with a smile.

The gym took off, eventually moving to a
bigger space several years later.
Unfortunately, the new facility burned
down just one month after it opened.
Throughout it all, Sloan kept his day job as
a registered cardiac nurse at Tulsa’s
Hillcrest Hospital.

When Sloan decided to reopen the gym,

he wanted to find just the right location.
This time, he had a business plan, some-
thing he hoped would allow him to pursue
his passion full time.

“I came to Tulsa because I wanted some-
thing close to downtown,” Sloan comments.
“I wanted to be somewhere where I knew
there was a dense population of people
interested in fitness classes and personal
training.” The Pearl District, with its prox-
imity to downtown, two hospitals and a uni-
versity, was just the right fit.

“I saw this building for lease, and as soon
as I looked inside the window, I knew it was
the right spot. But it was more than the look.
I wanted something that had the right feel. I
wanted something with an old school box-
ing appeal that I could still make nice
enough for fitness classes and personal
training,” Sloan explained.

On a recent weekday, the gym is packed.
Women and men seeking to improve their
health and learn a new sport share space
with professional boxers and amateur hope-
fuls of all ages. The room rings with the
sound of jump ropes scraping the floor and
fists pounding the bags. The Engine Room
has grown exponentially since it opened
nine months ago, and Sloan has almost trad-
ed in his scrubs for 80 hours a week at his
new job.

“I wouldn’t say I’m surprised by it or that I
anticipated it,” Sloan commented. “This has
to happen or it fails. There’s no in between.
There’s no big budget behind me backing
me to keep me going for a long time. There’s
a certain window of time within which I
knew it had to work. If I couldn’t do it in a
year, I knew I couldn’t do it at all. I knew
that if it’s not where it needed to be in a year,
I’m done and it’s back to the hospital.”

Sloan looks around the room and grins
like a young kid duking it out with his
friends in the backyard. “So far, so good.”

For more information on The Engine
Room and upcoming boxing matches at
Greenwood Cultural Center Aug. 14, visit
engineroomboxing.com.
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Engine Room Boxing Packing a Pearl Punch

AARON SLOAN: In Colorado Springs at
Olympic Boxing Trials.

DEMARCO MCCOY: At The Engine
Room Boxing Gym.

Photo by TAMARA WAGMAN Photo by JARAD ROBERTS

TOUGH RIDER: Nathan Tew of Dallas celebrates as he crosses the finish line first dur-
ing the Tulsa Tough Brady Arts District Criterium on June 13.

IBA AWARDS TEAM: The Henry P. Iba Citizens Athlete Awards banquet was held June 22 at
the Renaissance Tulsa Hotel. From left are master of ceremonies Seth Davis, mountain climber
Melissa Arnot, Denver Broncos quarterback and Bixby native Chris Harris, and keynote speak-
er Coach Barry Hinson. The event helps to raise funds for projects of the Rotary Club of Tulsa.

EMILY RAMSEY for GTR Newspapers

GTR Newspapers photo
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On June 25, TTCU The Credit
Union officially broke ground on its
new corporate headquarters.
Located at 9815 E. 81st St. in Tulsa,
next to the TTCU Southeast branch,
the six-story, 90,000-square-foot
facility will complement existing
facilities, provide strategic options
for the continued growth of the cred-
it union as well as provide an ideal
work environment for hardworking
employees who serve the member-
ship daily. As the “central nervous
system” of the institution, the new
headquarters will enable the TTCU
team to provide even greater levels
of service to the existing member-
ship and to expand membership in
years to come.

“TTCU has been serving northeast
Oklahoma for more than 80 years,
and we are committed to carrying
that level of service into the next 80
years,” says Tim Lyons, TTCU
President/CEO. “With this facility,
we are setting the stage for TTCU to
continue delivering extraordinary

service and value by offering state of
the art services and technologies that
are relevant to the financial needs of
our members.”

To make this vision a reality, TTCU

has chosen NewGround to head up
the architectural design of the facili-
ty, which will represent a significant
new fixture on the Tulsa landscape.
The exterior elements of brick, steel
and glass will speak to tradition, yet
be very modern in appearance. The
goal of being a transparent business
will be manifested in the selection of
materials and placement of elements
to align with TTCU’s mission to be
“the trusted source for financial
solutions.” 

Expected completion is late 2016.

TTCU History
A cigar box in the right-hand desk

drawer in Miss Wilson’s room is the
story of how Tulsa Teachers Credit
Union, with its handful of school
teacher founders and assets of
$1,600, grew to become TTCU The
Credit Union, with 115,000 mem-
bers and assets over $1.5 billion. 

Established in 1934 as Tulsa
Teachers Credit Union, TTCU was
founded in the midst of the Great
Depression. Little money was to be
had, and the few banks that had
money weren’t lending it out. Despite
hard times and little money, educa-
tion did not grind to a halt. Earning

salaries as little as $100 a month,
while still expected to dress in suits
and ties and proper dresses, no group
of professionals needed financial
services more than teachers. 

Thus, the creation of Tulsa
Teachers Credit Union - a new finan-
cial cooperative that was different
than a bank, because it was not-for-
profit and owned by its members.

The credit union had a very humble
beginning - in a cigar box in the
right-hand desk drawer in bookkeep-
ing teacher, Miss Linnie B. Wilson’s
room, to be exact. But, within only
three years, it had grown to over 400
members, and Miss Wilson was
forced to relocate the credit union

from her cigar box to a new office
building in the (then) Masonic
Temple building downtown. The
concept of “not for profit, but for
service” guided the small credit
union as loans were made to help
new teachers buy suits to wear in the
classroom, as well as to help teachers
make ends meet in the summer
months when school was out - and
that concept still guides the credit
union today. 

In the 80 years since its establish-
ment, TTCU has far outgrown that
cigar box – serving more than
115,000 members in 16 locations,
but hasn’t strayed from its underly-
ing principle of serving members.

GTR Now Greater Tulsa’s Only
Locally-Owned Newspaper Group

With the BH Media Group pur-
chase of the Tulsa World newspa-
per from the Lorton family and the
additional BH purchase of
Neighbor Newspapers, the Greater
Tulsa Reporter Newspaper group
becomes the sole locally-owned
newspaper group in the greater
Tulsa area.  BH Media Group is a
division of multinational Berkshire
Hathaway, headquartered in
Omaha, Neb. 

Investor Warren Buffett, chair-
man and CEO of Berkshire
Hathaway, says he believes in the

ability of newspapers to deliver
news, information and advertising
that people can’t find anywhere
else, according to reports.

“This is a wonderful opportunity
for GTR,” says GTR Editor and
Publisher Forrest Cameron, speak-
ing of the Tulsa World sale.  “There
is strong value in the local news
and advertising offered by locally-
owned newspapers, and GTR
News naturally fills this important
niche,” he says.  “We live in Tulsa,
work in Tulsa and bank in Tulsa.
Tulsa is our home.”

The international and Oklahoma
award-winning GTR Newspapers
publishes six monthly community
newspapers including the Midtown
Monitor, Bixby Breeze, Union
Boundary, Owasso Rambler,
Broken Arrow Express and Jenks
District Gazette.  In addition, GTR
has a strong web presence with
gtrnews.com, plus the GTR
eEditions.  

This year, GTR is celebrating its
22nd year of publishing.  The GTR
website, gtrnews.com, was started
in 1996.

TTCU Breaks Ground on New Headquarters 

FLEET FEET EXPANSION: Fleet Feet has expanded to the
Broken Arrow Rose District store at 303 South Main.  Pictured are
Fleet Feet owners Tim and Lori Dreiling with their son, Drew, at the
recent grand opening. Other Fleet Feet Sport locations include the
Kingspointe store at 61st & Yale and in the Blue Dome District. For
more information, visit www.fleetfeettulsa.com.

GTR Newspapers photo

IMPRESSIVE BUILDING: TTCU’s corporate headquarters has an
expected completion date of late 2016. The new facility will be located next
to TTCU’s Southeast branch location near 81st Street and Highway 169.

FIRST DIG: Tim Lyons, TTCU president and chief executive officer,
along with TTCU executives and board members joined community dig-
nitaries to break ground for the new facility June 25.  From left are
Shelby Beil, chief financial officer; Doug Aldrich, executive vice presi-
dent/chief operations officer; Dan Bowling, chief information officer;
Lyons; Laura Miller, chief human resources officer; Stephanie Jones,
chief risk officer; and Charles Chastain, sr. vice president of lending.

Longtime Tulsa business
owner Mike Fine, founder and
CEO of Fine Airport Parking,
has broken ground on Fine
Point Development, a new 156-
acre mixed-use development
project in Aurora, Colo., near
the Denver International
Airport. Aurora mayor Steve
Hogan, Aurora chamber and
tourism leaders, and area elect-
ed officials gathered for the
event. 

Phase I of the development
will include the $25 million
construction of Fine Airport
Parking DIA, which will
include 2,000 valet and covered
spaces, and up to an additional
1,000 open lot spaces. Phase II
of Fine Point Development will
include a potential expansion of
the parking facility as well as
various retail, commercial and
industrial users, including
hotels, restaurants and office
space. 

Since he opened Fine Airport
Parking in 1983, Fine has
grown the Tulsa operation from
450 parking spaces and 15

employees to more than 2,200
spaces and 90 employees. His
vision for the Aurora parking
facility will also focus on
growth, but he says his No. 1
priority is offering unsurpassed
customer service. 

Fine Expands to Colorado

MIKE FINE: Announcing his
project near the Denver Airport.

THE ECONOMY

Courtesy TTCU

ROSSY GILLE for GTR Newspapers
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Tulsa-based The Radford
Company hosted the Oklahoma
State Labor Commissioner and
other dignitaries as its subsidiary
companies, OCV Control
Valves/AMS and Precision
Coatings, LLC, were recognized
for achieving SHARP certifica-
tion at an event June 1 at the
company headquarters. 

Only 10 other companies in
Oklahoma have achieved this
recognition, which exempts a
company with a proven health
and safety commitment and pro-
gram from regularly scheduled
Occupational Safety & Health
Administration (OSHA) inspec-
tions for the length of the certifi-
cation period. Achieving the cer-
tification was a three-year, coop-
erative process with state and
federal authorities.  Off icials
from local government, the
Oklahoma Manufacturing
Alliance, the Oklahoma
Department of Labor and OSHA
were in attendance and spoke
regarding the achievement and its
importance to Oklahoma manu-
facturing and to The Radford
Company’s future.  

The On-site Consultation

Program’s Safety and Health
Achievement Recognition
Program (SHARP) recognizes
small business employers who
operate an exemplary injury and
illness prevention program.
Acceptance of a worksite into
SHARP from OSHA is an
achievement of status that singles
businesses out among their peers
as a model for worksite safety
and health. Upon receiving
SHARP recognition, OSHA
exempts the worksite from
OSHA programmed inspections
during the period that SHARP
certification is valid. By achiev-
ing SHARP status, businesses
place themselves in an elite
group of small businesses that

maintain exemplary injury and
illness prevention programs.    

The Radford Company is an
employee-owned, managed and
operated company which wholly
owns the subsidiary companies
of OCV Control Valves, AMS
Machining Specialists, and
Precision Coatings, LLC. The
Radford Company is based in
Tulsa and sells to national and
international markets. Serving
markets as diverse as fire sup-
pression, aviation fueling, munic-
ipal wastewater management, oil
and gas, chemical and automo-
tive, The Radford Company
employs approximately 80 people
and is a Made in America manu-
facturer. 
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Want to Purchase
Mineral & Other 
Oil/Gas Interests.

Send details to:

PO Box 13557

Denver, CO 80201

Radford Companies Recognized for Heath and Safety

SHARP EVENT: From left, Mark Costello, Oklahoma labor commis-
sioner; Britt Radford, CEO of The Radford Company; Craig Cox, plant
manager for The Radford Company; and Robert Tipton, president and
COO of The Radford Company, display the SHARP flag presented June 1
by Commissioner Costello to The Radford Company subsidiaries OCV
Control Valves/AMS Machining Specialists and Precision Coatings, LLC. 

JERRY CORNELIUS

Greater Tulsa Hispanic Chamber Creates Opportunities
In the fall of 1998, a group of ded-

icated Hispanic business owners and
community leaders realized the
enormous econom-
ic impact and
potential of the
growing Hispanic
community in the
Tulsa region. Early
in 1999, the
Greater Tulsa
Hispanic Chamber
(GTHCC) was
incorporated in the
State of Oklahoma,
c r e a t i n g
Oklahoma’s first
Hispanic Chamber
of Commerce.
Since its inception,
the GTHCC has
worked toward
bringing the issues
and concerns of the
Tulsa region’s
Hispanic-owned
businesses to the
forefront of the
local, regional and
state economic
agenda. 

The Chamber promotes and rein-
forces membership relationships
with the Hispanic community by
creating opportunities for Hispanic
small business owners and entrepre-
neurs in the Tulsa metro area.
Specifically, membership with the
chamber allows us to acquire a sig-
nificant part of the funding neces-
sary to create and run business pro-
grams such as the Small Business
Academy, a partnership with Tulsa
Community College, which sup-
ports the Hispanic business commu-
nity.

Our members, many of which are
small businesses and represent a

large part of the spectrum of cul-
tures that collectively in the United
States are referred to as Hispanic,

increasingly look
to the Chamber to
take the lead on
issues such as
minority contract-
ing opportunities,
i m m i g r a t i o n
reform, education,
health care costs,
tax relief, and a
host of other fac-
tors affecting small
business. 

The Chamber has
worked hard to
improve its ability
to respond to these
needs. With the
steadfast support
of key corporate
partners, we have
made real strides. 

Also, the
Hispanic Chamber
established a chari-
table arm, the
O k l a h o m a

Hispanic Chamber Foundation,
which will focus on youth, work-
force development and education.

Major events each year include the
Excelencia Awards Gala scheduled
for Oct. 2 of this year, the monthly
Hispanic Luncheons, The Business
Expo and Career Fair Aug. 15 and
the Cinco de Mayo Festival. 

Through all of these efforts, the
Hispanic Chamber attempts to
strengthen Hispanic enterprise and
small and minority business integra-
tion to promote a sustainable socioe-
conomic development and a better
quality of life in the Tulsa region.
The Hispanic Chamber serves as
facilitator in strengthening Hispanic

enterprise; it anticipates new chal-
lenges and opportunities, encour-
ages innovation, and promotes the
development of the Hispanic entre-
preneurial sector.

The Hispanic Chamber is a vigor-
ous and vibrant arm of the econom-
ic community whose membership is
not limited to Hispanic organiza-
tions or professionals.  Currently,
the Hispanic Chamber has about
300 members. Membership in the
Hispanic Chamber is voluntary for
all business owners and profession-
als. After joining, the members
agree to abide by the principles,
rules of conduct and regulations
established by this institution for the
benefit of its membership and the
business community at large. The
Hispanic Chamber is open to those
that share its goals of fostering
progress to all sectors of the econo-

my, particularly to the Hispanic
business community, for a better and
stronger Tulsa region.

Facts on Hispanics in Oklahoma:
The 2014 purchasing power of

Latinos in Oklahoma totaled $7.8
billion – an increase of 992 percent
since 1990

Oklahoma’s 7,663 Latino-owned
businesses had sales and receipts of
$1.7 billion and employed 8,940
people in 2007, the last year for
which data is available

From 2006 to 2010, there were
11,983 new immigrant business
owners in Oklahoma, and new
immigrant business owners had a
total net business income of $477
million (which is 5.3 percent of all
net business income in the state),
according to Robert Fairlie of the
University of California, Santa
Cruz.

Unauthorized immigrants com-
prised roughly 3.7 percent of the
state’s workforce (or 65,000 work-
ers) in 2012, according to a report
by the Pew Hispanic Center.

If one half of all the state’s immi-
grant labor force (roughly 50,000
people) was removed, Oklahoma’s
economy would be reduced by 1.32
percent in the short run – a reduction
of nearly $1.8 billion, relative to
2006 production levels, according to
a 2008 study by the Economic
Impact Group.

If all unauthorized immigrants
were removed from Oklahoma, the
state would lose $580.3 million in
economic activity, $257.8 million in
gross state product and approxi-
mately 4,680 jobs, even accounting
for adequate market adjustment
time, according to a report by the
Perryman Group.

Greater Tulsa
Economic Report

By FRANCISCO TREVIÑO
President & CEO, 

Greater Tulsa Hispanic
Chamber of Commerce

SUPPORTING HERITAGE: Traditional dancers perform at a Greater Tulsa Hispanic Chamber of Commerce
(GTHCC) event. The GTHCC holds a number of annual and monthly events, including the annual Excelencia
Awards Gala (scheduled for Oct. 2 this year), monthly Hispanic luncheons, the Business Expo and Career Fair (to
be held Aug. 15) and the Cinco de Mayo Festival.

Courtesy GTHCC

www.isthywilldone.com
mailto:clsquiers@gmail.com
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GTR CLASSIFIEDS

ADOPTION

PREGNANT? CONSIDERING
ADOPTION? Talk with caring
adoption expert. Choose from fam-
ilies Nationwide. LIVING
EXPENSES PAID. Call 24/7
Abby’s One True Gift Adoptions
866-413-6296 Void In Illinois/New
Mexico/Indiana

ANNOUNCEMENTS

QUESTIONS ABOUT JESUS
CHRIST? Any Question on the
Bible is Answered. Open
Forum/Family Radio Dynamic
Bible Query. www. familyradio.org
or www.lesfeldick.org.

AUTOS WANTED

TOP CASH FOR CARS, Any
Car/Truck, Running or Not. Call
for INSTANT offer: 1-800-454-
6951 

AUTOS WANTED

CARS/TRUCKS WANTED! Top
$$$$$ PAID! Running or Not, All
Years, Makes, Models. Free
Towing! We’re Local! 7
Days/Week. Call Toll Free: 1-888-
416-2330

GET CASH TODAY for any
car/truck. I will buy your car today.
Any Condition. Call 1-800-864-
5796 or www.carbuyguy.com

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY

“$500-$1000 Daily Returning
Phone Calls! No Selling, No
Explaining! Not MLM! Call 1-
800-689-0931”

Free Tool For Making Money!
Watch the free informative video at
www.richmoneyrich.com to get
started. Discover automated trad-
ing made easy!

EMPLOYMENT

HELP WANTED Earn Extra
Income Assembling CD Cases
From Home. Call our Live
Operators Now! No experience
necessary. 1-800-405-7619 Ext
2015 www.easywork-
greatpay.com

HEALTH

VIAGRA 40x (100 mg) +16
“Double Bonus” PILLS for
ONLY $119.00. NO PRESCRIP-
TION Needed! Credit / Debit
Required.  1-888-386-8074
w w w. n e w h e a l t h y m a n . c o m
Satisfaction Guaranteed!!

HEALTH & FITNESS

VIAGRA 100MG and CIALIS
20mg! 50 Pills $99.00 FREE
Shipping! 100% guaranteed.
CALL NOW! 1-866-312-6061

VIAGRA 100mg, CIALIS 20mg.
40 tabs +10 FREE, $99 includes
FREE SHIPPING. 1-888-836-
0780 or Metro-Meds.net

VIAGRA 100MG and CIALIS
20mg! 40 Pills + 10 FREE. SPE-
CIAL $99.00 100% guaranteed.
FREE Shipping! 24/7 CALL
NOW! 1-888-223-8818

TAKE VIAGRA? SAVE $500!
100mg,/Cialis 20mg. 40+4 FREE,
PILLS .Only $99.00. Save $500!
1-888-797-9024

HEALTH/MEDICAL

Viagra 100mg/Cialis 20mg 44
Pills/+4 Free. Only $99.00. No pre-
scription Needed! Save $500 Now!
Call Today 1-888-797-9029

VIAGRA 100mg or CIALIS 20mg
40 tabs +10 FREE all for $99
including FREE, Fast and Discreet
SHIPPING. 1-888-836-0780 or
Metro-Meds.NET

INSURANCE

A u t o - I n s u r a n c e - H e l p - L i n e .
Helping you find a Car Insurance
Payment You can afford. Toll Free
1-800-231-3603 www.Auto-
Insurance-Helpline.org

MEDICAL

VIAGRA & CIALIS! 50 pills for
$95. 100 pills for $150 free shipping.
No prescriptions needed. Money
back guaranteed! (877)743-5419

MISCELLANEOUS

AIRLINE CAREERS. Get FAA
approved maintenance training at
campuses coast to coast. Job place-
ment assistance. Financial Aid for
qualifying students. Military
friendly. Call AIM 888-686-1704

Traveling this summer? Keep your
home safe with a FREE HOME
SECURITY SYSTEM! Receive a
FREE $100.00 VISA gift card with
monthly monitoring plan. Call
855-697-0904

MISCELLANEOUS

GET FREE VENDING
MACHINES - High Cash
Producers, .75 Vend = .65 Profit,
First Time Offered, No
Competition, Be First In Your
Area, Protected Territories, For
FULL DETAILS - CALL NOW
1 - 8 6 6 - 6 6 8 - 6 6 2 9 ,
WWW.TCVEND.COM

!!OLD GUITARS WANTED!!
Gibson,Martin,Fender,Gretsch.
1930-1980. Top Dollar paid!!
Call Toll Free 1-866-433-8277

CASH FOR CARS: All
Cars/Trucks Wanted. Running or
Not! Top Dollar Paid. We Come
To You! Any Make/Model. Call
For Instant Offer: 1-800-864-
5960

CASH PAID for unexpired,
sealed DIABETIC TEST
STRIPS! 1 DAY PAYMENT &
PREPAID shipping. HIGHEST
PRICES! Call 1-888-776-7771.
www.Cash4DiabeticSupplies.co
m

DIRECTV Starting at $19.99/mo.
FREE Installation. FREE 3
months of HBO SHOWTIME
CINEMAX starz. FREE
HD/DVR Upgrade! 2015 NFL
Sunday Ticket Included (Select
Packages) New Customers Only.
CALL 1-800-614-8506

Dish Network - Get MORE for
LESS! Starting $19.99/month
(for 12 months.) PLUS Bundle &
SAVE (Fast Internet for $15
more/month.) CALL Now! 1-
800-615-4064 

DISH TV Starting at
$19.99/month (for 12 mos.)
SAVE! Regular Price $34.99 Ask
About FREE SAME DAY
Installation! CALL Now! 877-
477-9659 

Dish Network. Starting
$19.99/month (for 12 months.)
PLUS Bundle & SAVE (Fast
Internet for $15 more/month.)
CALL 1-800-240-0859

To place a GTR Classified, please email advertising@gtrnews.com, or call 918-254-1515

CASH
PAID

for Diabetic Test Strips
LOCAL PICKUP

918-409-0251
Teststrips918@gmail.com

Happy at home but need some
help with activities of daily living?

Let My Choice find the 
perfect companion caregiver 

to assist you. 

Our services range from meal prepa-
ration for your specific dietary needs,
running errands, light housekeeping,
and personal care assistance.  

Caregivers are carefully screened,
background checked, bonded and
insured.  We are local, licensed, and
available for 4 hours or 24 hours.  

My Choice
In Home Senior Services, LLC

(918)728-6085

Bargain - Priced to Sell
Beauty Shop Equipment – 90% New
2 Persian rugs – excellent condition
Call: 918-804-5815

http://www.familyradio.org
http://www.lesfeldick.org
http://www.carbuyguy.com
http://www.richmoneyrich.com
http://www.easywork-greatpay.com
http://www.easywork-greatpay.com
http://www.easywork-greatpay.com
http://www.n
http://www.Auto-Insurance-Helpline.org
http://www.Auto-Insurance-Helpline.org
http://www.Cash4DiabeticSupplies.co
mailto:advertising@gtrnews.com
mailto:Teststrips918@gmail.com
nuts.com
nuts.com/paper-ofx
www.cashforcar.com
www.ok.aaa.com/careers
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MISCELLANEOUS

DISH TV Starting at
$19.99/month (for 12 mos.)
SAVE! Regular Price $34.99 Call
Today and Ask About FREE
SAME DAY Installation! CALL
Now! 866-805-3025

Make a Connection. Real People,
Flirty Chat. Meet singles right
now! Call LiveLinks. Try it
FREE. Call NOW: 1-888-909-
9905 18+. 

AVIATION Grads work with
JetBlue, Boeing, Delta and others-
start here with hands on training
for FAA certification. Financial
aid if qualified. Call Aviation
Institute of Maintenance 866-453-
6204 

CASH FOR CARS, Any Make or
Model! Free Towing. Sell it
TODAY. Instant offer: 1-800-864-
5784 

DIVORCE, ETC. $240-$550*
Covers Children, etc. *Excludes
govt. fees! For a Local Office,
Call 1-215-717-8499, Ext. 400 or
1-888-498-7075, Ext. 500 BAY-
COR & ASSOCIATES
Established 1973

Life Alert. 24/7. One press of a
button sends help FAST! Medical,
Fire, Burglar.Even if you cant
reach a phone! FREE Brochure.
CALL 800-309-8027

Make a Connection. Real People,
Flirty Chat. Meet singles right
now! Call LiveLinks. Try it
FREE. Call NOW: Call 1-877-
737-9447 18+

SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILI-
TY BENEFITS. Unable to work?
Denied benefits?  We Can Help!
WIN or Pay Nothing! Contact Bill
Gordon & Associates at 1-800-
290-8321 to start your application
today!

MISCELLANEOUS

TV SHOW ASKS: DO YOU
NEED TO TAKE A DNA/PATER-
NITY TEST? CALL AND TELL
US YOUR STORY AT: (855)883-
6223

TOP CASH PAID FOR OLD
GUITARS! 1920’s thru 1980’s.
Gibson, Martin, Fender, Gretsch,
Epiphone, Guild, Mosrite,
Rickenbacker, Prairie State,
D’Angelico, Stromberg. And
Gibson Mandolins/Banjos. 1-
800-401-0440

Do you owe over $10,000 to the
IRS or State in back taxes? You
could get a settlement for as low
as 25% of previous IRS settle-
ments. Call now!  1- 800-741-
9104

Struggling with DRUGS, ALCO-
HOL, PILLS? Talk to someone
who cares. Call ADDICTION
HOPE & HELP LINE for a free
assessment. 800-768-9180

SERIOUSLY INJURED? Auto
Accidents? Medical Malpractice?
Slip and Falls? Dangerous
Products? Wrongful Death. Speak
to a Highly Skilled Personal
Injury Attorney Now. Millions
Recovered for Clients. Call 24/7.
800-431-4568

Got Knee Pain? Back Pain?
Shoulder Pain? Get a pain-reliev-
ing brace -little or NO cost to
you. Medicare Patients Call
Health Hotline Now! 1- 800-491-
6053

HERO MILES - to find out more
about how you can help our serv-
ice members, veterans and their
families in their time of need,
visit the Fisher House website at
www.fisherhouse.org

MISCELLANEOUS

Viagra 100mg/Cialis 20mg 44
Pills/+4 Free. Only $99.00. No
prescription Needed! Save $500
Now! Call Today 1-888-797-9029

SUPPORT our service members,
veterans and their families in their
time of need. For more information
visit the Fisher House website at
www.fisherhouse.org

MONEY TO
LEND/LOANS

ACCESS YOUR LAWSUIT
CASH! In an Injury Lawsuit?
Need Cash Now? Low Rates. No
Credit Checks/Monthly Payments.
Call Now     1-800-568-8321. 

REAL ESTATE

WANTED TO BUY

Wants to purchase minerals and
other oil and gas interests. Send
details to P.O. Box 13557 Denver,
Co. 80201

Cash for unexpired DIABETIC
TEST STRIPS or STOP SMOKING
PRODUCTS! Free Shipping, Best
Prices & 24 hr payment! Call 1-855-
440-4001 www.TestStripSearch.com

WANTED TO BUY

CASH PAID- up to $25/Box for
unexpired, sealed DIABETIC
TEST STRIPS. 1-DAYPAY-
MENT.1-800-371-1136

ADVERTISE to 10 Million Homes
across the USA! Place your ad in
over 140 community newspapers,
with circulation totaling over 10
million homes. Contact
Independent Free Papers of
America IFPA at danielleburnett-
ifpa@live.com or visit our website
cadnetads.com for more informa-
tion.

Reader Advisory: The National
Trade Association we belong to
has purchased the above classi-
fieds. Determining the value of
their service or product is
advised by this publication. In
order to avoid misunderstand-
ings, some advertisers do not
offer employment but rather
supply the readers with manu-
als, directories and other mate-
rials designed to help their
clients establish mail order sell-
ing and other businesses at
home. Under NO circumstance

should you send any money in
advance or give the client your
checking, license ID, or credit
card numbers. Also beware of
ads that claim to guarantee
loans regardless of credit and
note that if a credit repair com-
pany does business only over
the phone it is illegal to request
any money before delivering its
service. All funds are based in
US dollars. Toll free numbers
may or may not reach Canada.

GTR CLASSIFIEDS
To place a GTR Classified, please email advertising@gtrnews.com, or call 918-254-1515

For RENT
Available Sept. 1st or before.

1500 SF Bldg. – 114 E. Main St. Jenks

918-208-8523

Structural/Design Engineer II
(John Zink Co., LLC / Tulsa, OK)

Perform mech & structural engrg design for combustion
equipment projects e.g. tall flare towers (self-sppt &
guyed wire sppt towers); provide safe & economical
design in accord w industry practices, codes, stdds,
project specs & applicable engrg design processes.
Reqs Master’s in Mech, Civil, or Industrial Engrg & 2 yrs
exp in job offd or as Project Engineer or Bachelor’s in
one of the same academic fields & 5 yrs exp. Bkgd in
edu, training or exp must incl structural design exp of
steel tower & steel equipment frames for Refinery,
Petrochem, or utility industries incl utility telecomm
industries; structural design exp in structural steel
design, steel connection design, steel equipment frame
design, & guy wire supported & self-supported tower
design; exp must incl specialized knowl of codes &
stdds incl ASCE 7, AISC 360, ACI 318 & ASME; exp w
STAAD or RISA 3D, 2-D & 3D design software incl
AutoCAD, Connection design software incl Limcon or
RAM Beam & Column, & proficiency in Excel & VB prog
is reqd. Professional Engrg lic in any state is reqd. 

Respond to Shannon.McClung@kochps.com 
please reference job title in subject line.

House For Rent
Very Nice 3 BR, 

Brick, 2 Bath
Dbl Car Garage, Fenced
73rd & Memorial Area,

$900/Mo.
Call 918-459-7991

http://www.fisherhouse.org
http://www.fisherhouse.org
http://www.TestStripSearch.com
mailto:danielleburnett-ifpa@live.com
mailto:danielleburnett-ifpa@live.com
mailto:advertising@gtrnews.com
mailto:Shannon.McClung@kochps.com
www.cancer.org
mailto:usa@classicrunners.com
mailto:jobs@trcompanies.com


By EMILY RAMSEY
Managing Editor

On June 1, Larry Mocha, presi-
dent and CEO of APSCO, Inc., at
68 years old, passed away. 

Mocha took over as CEO of
APSCO in 1984, upon his father’s
death. APSCO was started in 1964
by Mocha’s father in the family’s
garage. At the time, Mocha, a
Nathan Hale graduate, was still in
high school. Mocha soon became
the company’s first and only
employee but, when the company
could no longer afford to employ
him, he sold insurance. Mocha
watched and waited as his father
worked to build the business, and,
when his father was ready, Mocha
rejoined APSCO. By the time the
company reached its 50th year,
APSCO had established a global
presence, expanded its manufactur-
ing capability through innovative
product development and acquisi-
tions, obtained ISO certification
and created a number of job oppor-
tunities in the Tulsa community, all
of this largely thanks to Mocha’s
leadership.

In addition to being a successful
businessman, Mocha was also
known for his constant support of
small business and entrepreneurs.
Over the years, Mocha has been
named SBA’s 2014 Oklahoma
Small Business Person of the Year,
Tulsa Regional Chamber’s 2014
Small Business Pioneer and
Broken Arrow Chamber’s 2014
Manufacturer of the Year. He also
served on the 2004 White House
Conference Panel on “Securing
Our Economic Future, Tax and
Regulatory Burdens” and testified
before the U.S. House of
Representatives Subcommittee of
Investigations and Oversight
Committee on “The Impact of
Energy Policy on Small Business.”

In 2011, he co-founded
OK2Grow with businessman Jerry
Holder and Lynda Wingo, director
of Miss Helen’s Private School.
OK2Grow is a nonprofit organiza-
tion focused on increasing high
school retention rates, promoting
entrepreneurship and improving
Tulsa’s workforce pipeline.
OK2Grow provides scholarships,
has formed a coalition to increase
career awareness and has launched
an effort to transform the percep-
tion of manufacturing careers.

Mocha will without a doubt be
missed by many.

Below are a few thoughts from

some of the ones who knew him
best:

Stephanie Cameron, executive
director of OK2Grow:

“Larry invested so heavily into
other people without expecting
anything in return. Larry was al-
ways looking to lift others up. He
empowered the people around him
and claimed to work to ‘surround
himself with people smarter than
him.’ Larry motivated people like
no other – he charged people to ‘do
something’ about the problems we
saw.

He did things simply because it
was the right thing to do, not
because it would any have any im-
mediate impact on his business or
him personally.

Larry always closed a meeting
with the question ‘What can I do
for you?’ Even when I visited with
him in the hospital, he asked me,
‘What can I do for you?’

Like a father, he could take one
look at me and tell if something
was wrong or I wasn’t feeling well.
I will always remember when he
drove me for minor surgery, and in
dropping me off at my house, he
asked me if I needed any money.”

Lynda Wingo:
“I met Larry in 1996 at a Tulsa

Regional Chamber meeting. He
went out of his way to make me
feel comfortable.

Every day I will miss him: his
guidance and his cheerleading and
encouragement. He made eve-
ryone feel like his special friend.
He was always extending his hand
to me, checking on me.

OK2Grow was his passion: to get
kids aware of opportunities and to
educate them and get them into the
workforce. He was the engine to
our train.”

Jerry Holder, graduated with
Mocha from high school:

“We were mentors for each other.

We both had down times in our
businesses and helped each other.
We supported and gave positive
feedback to each other.

Larry was a great visionary and
inclusive of so many people in
sharing his vision. With OK2Grow,
we hope to continue that in a way
he would approve, always asking
‘What would Larry do?’” 

APSCO Employees:
“This is a family. I enjoy being

here. I feel valued and that I am
able to do my best work. Larry lis-
tened and was interested in what I
had to say. We are not numbers or
just employees. Larry knew my
name; he knew all of our names.
His enthusiasm for growth and
improvement was infectious.”

“This is one big family. We all get
along, we all know each other, we
all care for each other. Larry was
genuine in his interest in me; that
meant a lot.”

Sandra, Mocha’s wife:
“Larry built this culture (at

APSCO): a family culture. He told
me he was an ‘includer,’ and I
know our employees felt included
and valued.  Their thoughts and
opinions, good or bad, mattered to
him; our employees knew that. 

One of the last times I was with
him, I showed him a photo of a
group of employees that had just
passed a training course; they were
all holding their certificates. He

asked me if they were proud of
their achievements, I told him I
thought they were; he told me
‘Well, I am!’ He was always so
proud when his employees
improved or achieved something;
his praise was always so generous
it could almost embarrass you, like
only your parents could. APSCO is
a family, and Larry was the head of
it.

So many of our employees feel
like Larry gave them an opportuni-
ty and a chance to grow, not just
once but over and over again. 

I am one of the many, and he
encouraged me every step of the
way.”
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ONB Bank Becomes 
Central Bank of Oklahoma

ONB Bank became Central
Bank of Oklahoma effective
June 12, 2015.
The bank  con-
tinues to have
the same owner-
ship and the same man-
agement team with local deci-
sion making.  With eight loca-
tions in Oklahoma, this change
allows for a larger branch net-
work with 140 locations across
the region. 

Central Bank of Oklahoma is
one of 13 full-service communi-
ty banks in the Central

Bancompany family, with 140
branch locations across

M i s s o u r i ,
Illinois, Kansas
and Oklahoma.

Customers of
Central Bank of

Oklahoma may now utilize most
banking services at any one of
the family of banks. 

“The new name better reflects
the growth of our brand and
expansion of banking services
across the Midwest.” says John
Allan, CEO and president,
Central Bank of Oklahoma. 

Business, Civic Leader Larry Mocha Remembered

FOCUSED ON OTHERS: Larry Mocha, former president and CEO of APSCO, Inc., hugs an APSCO
employee in November 2014 after receiving an appreciation award from APSCO employees. Mocha, also a
strong supporter of small business and entrepreneurship, passed away on June 1.

Tulsa Regional Chamber’s Thorstenberg 
Receives International Econ Designation 

Brien Thorstenberg, senior vice
president of economic develop-
ment for the Tulsa Regional
Chamber, recently earned the des-
ignation of Certified Economic
Developer (CEcD), a national
recognition that denotes a mastery
of the principal skills in economic
development, professional attain-
ment and a commitment to person-
al growth.

The CEcD exam was adminis-
tered by the International
Development Council (IEDC) on
June 6 and 7 in Madison at the
Monona Terrace Convention
Center. Thorstenberg has vast
experience in leading economic
development initiatives and has
worked to positively impact com-
munities in which he has served.

He has served as president of
Oklahoma Southeast (a regional
economic development organiza-
tion) and is the chair-elect of the
Tulsa Area Partnership.
Thorstenberg is also a member of
a number of professional econom-
ic development and business
organizations, including serving as
the 2014 chair of the Oklahoma
Economic Development Council;
member of the Oklahoma
Governor’s Economic
Development Marketing Team;
member of the International

Economic Development Council;
and a member of the Southern
Economic Development Council.

The CEcD designation recog-
nizes qualified and dedicated prac-
titioners in the economic develop-
ment field and sets the standard of
excellence within the profession.
Candidates must pass a rigorous
and comprehensive three-part,
two-day examination, which tests
a practitioner’s knowledge, profi-
ciency and judgement in the key
areas of economic development,
including business retention and
expansion, marketing, finance,
workforce development, commu-
nity development, real estate,
strategic planning, tech-led eco-
nomic development, and manage-
ment.

As highly competent economic
development practitioners,
Certified Economic Developers
work with public officials, busi-
ness leaders and community mem-
bers to create leadership to build
upon and maximize the economic
development sector. Excellence in
the economic development profes-
sion improves upon the well-
being, quality of life and opportu-
nities for individuals, businesses
and communities. There are cur-
rently over 1,100 active CEcD’s in
the United States.

EMILY RAMSEY for GTR Newspapers
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BUSINESS & PEOPLE NOTES
Nancy Phelps

has joined the
G a t e s w a y
Foundation as
director of devel-
opment and
grants.

In that role, she
will be the chief
fundraising offi-
cer for the Broken Arrow-based
nonprofit agency that serves indi-
viduals with intellectual disabili-
ties and will report directly to
Gatesway CEO Judi Myers.

Phelps brings more than 17 years
of experience to her new post,
including time as development
director for Safenet Services, a
Claremore-based domestic vio-
lence intervention organization,
and executive director of Kendall
Whittier Main Street, a Tulsa-
based historical preservation
group. Most recently she was on
the management team at the Hard
Rock Hotel and Casino, focusing
on administration of special events
held at that facility.

Amy Freiberger,
executive director
of Alumni
Relations for the
University of
Tulsa, has
announced Leslie
Blanchet as the
new associate
director of alumni
relations. Blanchet
(formerly Leslie Steinbeck) is a
2006 management alumna with a
communication minor from The
University of Tulsa. Blanchet
comes to TU from Talmadge Powell
Creative, where she served as the
account services manager, and has
previously worked as an account
executive in the advertising indus-
try. She is very involved in the
community and has served on the
TU Uncorked committee.

Hall Estill, an
Oklahoma law
firm, has
announced the
addition of Megan
Beck as special
counsel in the
firm’s Tulsa
office.

Beck will prac-
tice in the family
services arena, with an emphasis on
custody, divorce and guardianship
matters.

Throughout her career, Beck has
assisted clients in many types of
family law litigation matters, includ-
ing high conflict divorce cases, high
net worth and complex financial
matters in divorce cases, child cus-
tody and support, spousal support
and alimony, paternity actions, and
child guardianship cases.

Beck’s law practice has included
work at firms in both Oklahoma
and Illinois, including time in the
Domestic Relations Division of the
Circuit Court of Cook County in
Illinois.

A graduate of the University of
Missouri – Kansas City School of
Law, Beck received her J.D. in
2005. She also holds a bachelor’s in
journalism from the University of
Kansas.  Beck is admitted to the
Tulsa County and Illinois Bar
Associations.

Goodwill Industries of Tulsa
announces newly elected Officers
for their 2015 -2016 Board of
Directors. Chairman of the Board:
Page Bachman, St. John Health
System; Vice Chairman: Terry
Blain, CrossFirst Bank;
Secretary/Treasurer: Steve Berlin.
Newly elected Directors to the
Board: Pam Friggel,  QuikTrip and
Craig Sutton, Roto Hammer
Industries, Inc. David E. Oliver
was re-elected at President of
Goodwill Industries of Tulsa.

The Arts &
H u m a n i t i e s
Council of Tulsa
announces the
selection of Holly
Becker as its new
executive director.
As executive direc-
tor, Becker will
work to lead the
Arts & Humanities Council of Tulsa
and the Hardesty Arts Center. She
will use her business skills and col-
laborate with the board, donors, staff
and the community to realize the
organization’s strategic goals and
mission.  

Becker begins with the Council in
July upon leaving her position as
vice president of business opera-
tions at the Tulsa Zoo. Her tenure at
the zoo included the transition in
management operations as well as a
period as interim executive director. 

Becker says she is eager to grow
the Hardesty Arts Center to its full
potential, noting, “the facility is
amazing and a real gem in the heart
of the Brady Arts District. I am excit-
ed to get to brainstorm with staff and
board leadership about the opportu-
nities for growth of our programs
and local impact. Being located in
the Brady Arts District could not be
better for potential collaboration.”

The Arts & Humanities
Council of Tulsa’s Board of
Directors announces a new slate
of executive officers for the orga-
nization’s next fiscal year.  The
new leadership includes profes-
sionals from the business, non-
profit, and legal communities, and
their terms begin this July.

Leading the volunteer board of
directors as the
new resident is
Wendy Thomas,
executive director
of Leadership
Tulsa.  Thomas
replaces Sharon
King Davis and
brings a unique
perspective to the
post as a former
executive director of the Arts &
Humanities Council of Tulsa.

Elected officers include:  presi-
dent, Wendy Thomas, Leadership
Tulsa; vice president for resource
development:  Michael Whelan,
Whelan Law;  vice president for
program: Joan Seay, community
volunteer;  vice president for build-
ings and grounds: Chris Fling,
Bear Peak Resources; vice presi-
dent for membership: Christopher
Payne, Tulsa Public Schools;  sec-
retary: Tim Gilpin, Gilpin Law;
and treasurer: Jana Mahoney,
Cherokee Measurement & Control

More information about the Arts
& Humanities Council of Tulsa
and the Hardesty Arts Center is
available at ahhatulsa.org

Rebecca Sherwood announces the
opening of
Bluestem Escrow
& Title, LLC, a
Tulsa-based escrow
and title insurance
company providing
services through-
out Oklahoma.
Bluestem focuses
on commercial real
estate transactions
and is an agent for several of the
largest national title insurers.

The new firm, formerly called
Firstitle Commercial Services, is
located at 1924 S. Utica Ave.,
Suite 802. 

Sherwood is an attorney with more
than 30 years experience in business
and commercial real estate transac-
tions. Connie L. Smoot serves as
commercial escrow officer and has
worked in the title insurance indus-
try for more than 20 years.  

For more information, visit
bluestemok.com.

Kerry Painter,
assistant general
manager of the
Cox Business
Center, has been
named a 2015
recipient for the
Women of
Influence Award
by industry trade
magazine Venues Today. The
award honors women who have
made a difference in the sports,
music and convention industry and
will be announced in the July issue
of the publication.

Painter joined the SMG Tulsa
team in February 2014. Prior to
coming to Tulsa, she served as
president of the Niagara
Convention and Civic Centre in
Niagara Falls, Ontario, for six
years.

Venues Today is a monthly trade
magazine reporting on live enter-
tainment and events, serving man-
agement, owners and suppliers to
music, sports and meeting venues
internationally. To see the full list
of nominees for the Women of
Influence award, visit venuesto-
day.com.

Z e m a n e k
Architecture +
Design, estab-
lished in 2012, has
recently relocated
from Tulsa to
Jenks. Christopher
Zemanek  A.I.A, is
the founding prin-
cipal of Zemanek
Architecture +
Design, L.L.C. He is a 1994 Jenks
graduate and received a Bachelor
of Architecture from the University
of Oklahoma.  Zemanek A + D is
experienced in all phases of design
and construction supervision in
both residential and commercial
architecture.  Zemanek holds
licenses in Oklahoma, Texas,
Nevada, Colorado and
Pennsylvania.  The firm is current-
ly working on a LEED certified
convenience store and a Mobile 1
lube center in Springwood Village
near Houston as well as several cus-
tom homes in the Tulsa/Jenks area.  

Selser Schaefer
Architects has pro-
moted Andrew
McCready, AIA to
principal and firm
partner. McCready
joined Selser
Schaefer Architects
in 2003 and was
integral in opening
the Dubuque, Iowa
,office in 2013 where he has served
as managing associate.

McCready will join Selser
Schaefer Architects’ partners Janet
Selser, Robert Schaefer, Hank
Spieker and Bret Pfeifer in the
leadership of the growing architec-
tural firm.

“Andrew was key to our expan-
sion into the Midwest,” says Janet
Selser, principal and owner of
Selser Schaefer Architects. “His
leadership, talent and work ethic
have made tremendous impact on
our firm and for the communities
in which we serve.”

McCready is a graduate of
Oklahoma State University and a
registered architect in Oklahoma
and Iowa. Since joining the firm, he
has worked on firm projects includ-
ing the Tulsa Community College
Thomas K. McKeon Center for
Creativity, Owasso Family YMCA,
Cherokee Nation Jack Brown
Center and HEB Grocery Stores. 

PHELPS BECKER PAINTER

ZEMANEK
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VINE AND DINE: Ginny Schulte, right, co-owner of
Southwood Landscape and Garden Center, hosted the annual
Ladies Night June 11.  This year’s theme was “Vine and Dine.”
Six stations were situated where guests could look at the plants
while sampling various wines.  For more information about
Southwood, see southwoodgardencenter.com. 
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TU Uncorked welcomed more than
500 guests to the Donald W.
Reynolds Center on June 5 for the
11th annual University of Tulsa
Alumni Association wine festival.
Since its inception, the event has
raised more than $700,000 for the TU
Alumni Association Scholarship
Fund. Scholarships are awarded to
Tulsa-area students based on finan-
cial need and academic qualifica-
tions. 

Since 2007, the scholarship has
been awarded seven times to five dif-
ferent recipients. Most recently,
Curtis French received the scholar-
ship for three consecutive years. He
completed his master of accountancy
degree this year and accepted a full-
time position with Phillips 66 in
Bartlesville. 

This was the first year Uncorked
was held on the TU campus. The

event included a wine pull and silent
and live auctions, featuring items
such as a TU football game package;
dinner with TU men’s basketball
coach Frank Haith; an Oklahoma
winery tour; and custom bracelets
from Rustic Cuff, a line of popular
jewelry owned and operated by TU
alumna Jill Donovan. Kendra Scott
Jewelry sponsored a popular jewelry
pull, donating 50 pieces to the
event.The jewelry pull sold out in
nine minutes.

Attendees were invited to sample
food and drinks from local restau-
rants and wineries that donated their
offerings. Restaurant sponsors
included Calavera’s Mexican Grill, In
the Raw Sushi Bar, La Villa
Restaurant at Philbrook and The
Restaurant at Gilcrease. Beverage
sponsors included Eos Estate Winery,
Lost Angel Wines, McManis Family
Vineyards, Route 66 Beer and a
chocolate martini bar by Sobieski
Vodka. TU alumnus Eric Marshall,
founder of Marshall Brewing, also
offered locally brewed beer.

The event was led by 2007 graduate
Maria Gaw along with cochairs
Matthew and Hilary Hauth, 2010 and
2013 graduates, respectively.
Honorary chairs of the event were
Bob and Cathy Laird, both 1980
graduates. 

For many years, a large watercol-
or painting hung in a small confer-
ence room in my
office. Painted by
an architect, the
painting’s subject
was a pair of
entrance doors
with an arched
transom. The glass
in the rusted red
doors and transom
was shattered,
conveying a mood
of neglect and
a b a n d o n m e n t .
This public build-
ing’s as-built use
ended after 36
years. It stood
empty for 13 years
and then was suc-
cessfully restored
and repurposed.
The building is
Tulsa’s Union
Depot Train Station.

One of Tulsa’s earliest “stream-
line” Art Deco buildings, the
Union Depot opened to great fan-
fare in 1931, the early days of the
Great Depression. Sometimes
called “WPA Moderne,” half the
building’s cost was funded by the
Katy, the Santa Fe and the Frisco
Railroads which had previously
maintained separate Tulsa train
stations. The other half was

financed by the City of Tulsa
which provided the land and grade

separation turning
Cincinnati and
Boston avenues
into viaducts
spanning the rail-
road tracks below.  

The Depot was
originally planned
to be four stories
in height with an
estimated cost of
over $1,000,000.
As built, it had a
service floor at
the track level, a
mezzanine for
redcaps and
porters, and a
main floor for
passengers at the
street level. The
cost was
$3,500,000. The
architect was R.

C. Stephens from the Frisco
Railroad.

The 27,000-square-foot building
is a masonry and steel structure,
clad in variegated Bedford
Limestone. The look of an exterior
cornice is created by a carved
Greek Key motif with interspersed
accent shield designs of eagles and
winged wheels in bas-relief. These
are a nod to a transportation motif
for a railroad hub building. Other

ornamental details include various
Native American Indian art sym-
bols.

Interior finishes are no less high
quality. Marble floors with terraz-
zo inlays and marble clad walls
with substantial ceiling moldings
occur in the passenger waiting
rooms. Ceilings with heights
exceeding 30 feet originally
included triple-tiered glass chande-
liers and a pastel color scheme.
Every convenience for travelers
was provided, including a drug-
store, barber shop, telephone room
with desks and chairs for VIP calls,
coffee shop, and men’s and
women’s lounges adjacent to public
restrooms. Large clocks above the
east and west entrances and lighted
neon directional signs in bronze
frames were provided throughout.  

Tulsa’s Union Depot was one of
the last “Jim Crow” planned public
buildings built in our city. The
Municipal Airport, which opened
in 1932, had a fully integrated
floor plan layout. The 1935 bus ter-
minal would be Tulsa’s last segre-
gated public building.  

The Union Depot had a “white”
entrance on the west and a “black”
entrance on the east.  Separate
waiting rooms were divided by
central ticketing and baggage han-
dling facilities.  Restrooms were
separated as well.

As many as 36 passenger trains
serviced Tulsa daily at the Depot’s
peak use. Trains were the fastest
way to travel. In 1967, after 36
years, the Depot closed its doors
(overtaken by air travel), a relic of
another age. The building sat for-
lorn and frequently vandalized
until the 1980s.  In stepped the
Williams Companies, which was

in the midst of developing the
Williams Center.  With all of the
urban renewal happening, many
feared the Depot would receive a
wrecking ball.  Several preserva-
tion groups lobbied to save it. T-
shirts displaying the words “Save
the Depot” were sold. The
Williams Companies, aided by a
Community Development Black
Grant, arrived to the rescue.

The Depot was repurposed into
commercial office space, including
a local architect’s office/studio.
This use continued for almost 20
years. Ownership eventually
passed to the Tulsa County
Industrial Authority.

In 2004, a 99-year lease on the
building was executed with the
Oklahoma Jazz Hall of Fame. The
mission of the organization is to
preserve and promote education
and performances for Jazz, Blues

and Gospel music. The OJHOF
sponsors after-school programs for
youth, concerts and special per-
formances, the Jambassadors (an
all-city band), university festivals
and clinics, a syndicated TV pro-
gram, as well as dozens of other
efforts in the music world. Housed
in the Depot is an archival music
library with over 1,000 records
from early wax cylinders to vinyl
disks. The acoustics of this grand
building work extremely well for
music. The two waiting rooms
serve admirably as performance
halls. The smaller spaces function
as offices and individual rehearsal
studios.

The saga of Tulsa’s Union Depot
is a story of a building’s resurrec-
tion with a happy ending. We hope
it provides an example for the
future utilization of historic build-
ings in our city.
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On Architecture

By ROGER COFFEY, AIA

Tulsa’s Union Depot Remains Art Deco Jewel

DEPRESSION-ERA BUILDING: Tulsa’s Union Depot Train Station,
currently home to the Oklahoma Jazz Hall of Fame, opened in downtown
Tulsa in 1931 and was one of Tulsa’s earliest “streamline” Art Deco build-
ings. The building’s cost was funded by the Katy, the Santa Fe and the Frisco
Railroads and the City of Tulsa. The building cost $3,500,000 to construct.

TU Alumni Hold Fundraiser 

UNCORKED: From left, Matthew and Hillary Hauth, TU Uncorked co-
chairs; Maria Gaw, TU Uncorked chair; and Cathy and Bob Laird, TU
Uncorked honorary chairs, pose at the 11th annual University of Tulsa
Alumni Association wine festival.

Photo by ERIK CAMPOS, University of Tulsa

GTR Newspapers photo

www.goodwilltulsa.org
facebook.com/LaVillaRestaurant
lavillaphilbrook.com
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SHOPPING:
Canterbury Gifts
Donna’s Fashions
Dynamic Audio

SERVICES:
AAA Oklahoma

Dental Excellence
Enrique’s Salon

Hunter Construction
Pür Lux Nails 

Raymond James Financial Services, Inc.

Red Canyon Massage Therapy
Sarah’s Tailor Shop
Spiffy’s Cleaners

State Farm Insurance
The Winbury Group
YMCA: South Tulsa
Zeller Photography

DINING:
The Bistro at Seville

Café Seville 

Annual Band
Series Nights

for the Shops of
Seville 2015

From 7 to 9 p.m. 
Thursday evenings

July 9
September 24
October 15
November 5

Come enjoy the Music and
Visit the Shops of Seville
which will be open for you
during those hours.

cafesevilletulsa.com
ymcatulsa.org
www.spiffyscleaners.com
www.enriquessalon.com
donnasfashions.com
shopsofsevilletulsa.com
purluxnailstulsa.com
aaa.com
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gameonpartytruck.com
www.soccercitytulsa.com
www.cjschooluniforms.com
crsok.org
ouphysicianstulsa.com
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CENTRAL BANK GTR COMMUNITY CALENDAR•JUNE 28 TO AUG. 1

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

28 29 30 1 32 4

7 109

16 18

Shock, Roughnecks, Drillers... Come Downtown and Support Your Favorite Team 

22 2521

June July

19 20

5 6 8

14

302827 31

1715

24

Ask us about ID
Fraud Protection

Free small business checking

23

1312

APPASSIONATA DUO IN
CONCERT
Appassionata Duo
4 p.m.
918-596-7111 for tickets.

INTO THE WOODS
Summerstage Tulsa
4 p.m.
918-596-7111 for tickets.

CATS
Theatre Tulsa Family
8 p.m.
918-596-7111 for tickets.

CATS
Theatre Tulsa Family
8 p.m.
918-596-7111 for tickets.

CATS
Theatre Tulsa Family
2 & 7:30 p.m.
918-596-7111 for tickets.

CATS
Theatre Tulsa Family
2 p.m.
918-596-7111 for tickets.

REMEMBERING MUKESH:
NITIN MUKESH LIVE IN
CONCERT
Theatre Tulsa Family
7:30 p.m.
918-596-7111 for tickets.

29 1 August

TULSA ROUGHNECKS
vs. Orange County
7:05 p.m.
Visit tulsaroughnecksfc.com for
more information.

TULSA ROUGHNECKS
vs. Vancouver
7:30p.m.
Visit tulsaroughnecksfc.com for
more information.

TULSA ROUGHNECKS
vs. Colorado Springs
7:30 p.m.
Visit tulsaroughnecksfc.com for
more information.

26

11

New Name. Same Bank

TULSA DRILLERS
vs. Corpus Christi
7:05 p.m.
Visit www.tulsadrillers.com
for more information

TULSA DRILLERS
vs. San Antonio
2:05 p.m.
Visit www.tulsadrillers.com
for more information

TULSA DRILLERS
vs. Arkansas
7:05 p.m. • July 15-16
Visit www.tulsadrillers.com
for more information

TULSA DRILLERS
vs. Arkansas
7:05 p.m.
Visit www.tulsadrillers.com
for more information

TULSA DRILLERS
vs. Arkansas
7:05 p.m.
Visit www.tulsadrillers.com
for more information

TULSA DRILLERS
vs. Arkansas
7:05 p.m.
Visit www.tulsadrillers.com
for more information

TULSA DRILLERS
vs. Arkansas
7:05 p.m.
Visit www.tulsadrillers.com
for more information

TULSA DRILLERS
vs. Arkansas
7:05 p.m.
Visit www.tulsadrillers.com
for more information

TULSA DRILLERS
vs. Arkansas
7:05 p.m.
Visit www.tulsadrillers.com
for more information

TULSA DRILLERS
vs. Springfield
7:05 p.m.
Visit www.tulsadrillers.com
for more information

TULSA DRILLERS
vs. Springfield
7:05 p.m.
Visit www.tulsadrillers.com
for more information

TULSA DRILLERS
vs. Springfield
7:05 p.m.
Visit www.tulsadrillers.com
for more information

TULSA DRILLERS
vs. San Antonio
7:05 p.m.
Visit www.tulsadrillers.com
for more information

TULSA DRILLERS
vs. San Antonio
7:05 p.m.
Visit www.tulsadrillers.com
for more information

We offer Health 
Savings Accounts

More Bank for your Buck.

TULSA SHOCK
vs. Seattle
7 p.m.
Visit wnba.com/shock for more
information.

TULSA SHOCK
vs. Los Angeles
7 p.m.
Visit wnba.com/shock for more
information.

TULSA SHOCK
vs. Minnesota
3:30 p.m.
Visit wnba.com/shock for more
information.

TULSA SHOCK
vs. Washington
10:30 a.m.
Visit wnba.com/shock for more
information.

TULSA SHOCK
vs. Phoenix
6 p.m.
Visit wnba.com/shock for more
information.

TULSA SHOCK
vs. Minnesota
6 p.m.
Visit wnba.com/shock for more
information.

DODGEBRAWL
BOK Center
10 a.m.
Visit tulsadodgebrawl.com. for
more information.

RON WHITE
Hard Rock Hotel & Casino
8 p.m.
Visit hardrockcasinotulsa.com
for more information.

BRET MICHAELS
Hard Rock Hotel & Casino
8 p.m.
Visit hardrockcasinotulsa.com
for more information.

46TH ANNUAL KIHEKAH
STEH POWWOW
Kihekah Steh Dance Grounds
July 24 – 26
Call 918-637-4241 for more
information.

FALL OUT BOY AND WIZ
KHALIFA
BOK Center
7 p.m.
Visit bokcenter.com for more
information.
NIMROD POETRY

READING: CIRCULATORY
SYSTEMS: CURRENT

AND CONNECTION
The University of Tulsa's
Tyrrell Hall Auditorium

7:30 – 8:30 p.m.
Visit
utulsa.edu/nimrod.html

for more information.

AMERICAN IDOL
AUDITIONS
Guthrie Green
7 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Visit guthriegreen.com for
more information.

OKLAHOMA CONNECTIONS
ACADEMY HOSTS FREE
FAMILY INFORMATION
SESSION
Hilton Garden Inn Tulsa Airport
All day
Visit connectionsacademy.com

for more information.

YOUTHSPARK SUMMER
CAMPS
Microsoft - Woodland Hills Mall
1 – 3 p.m.
Visit microsoftstore.com for
more information.
REALLY BASIC COMPUTER
CLASS
Zarrow Regional Library
1:30 – 3 p.m.
Visit tulsalibrary.org for more
information.

MOVIE IN THE PARK:
TROOP BEVERLY HILLS
Guthrie Green
8:30 – 10 p.m.
Visit guthriegreen.com for
more information.

MOVIE IN THE PARK: ELF
Guthrie Green
8:30 – 10 p.m.
Visit guthriegreen.com for
more information.

MOVIE IN THE PARK: JAWS
Guthrie Green
8:30 – 10 p.m.
Visit guthriegreen.com 
for more information.

FREE TRAINING
Tulsa Job Corps Center
9:45 a.m.
Visit tulsa.jobcorps.gov for
more information.

ROB BELL
Brady Theater

7:30 p.m.
Visit bradytheater.com for
more information.

SIGNATURE
SYMPHONY: 4TH ON
THE 3RD
VanTrease PACE
7:30 – 9:30 p.m.
Visit
signaturesymphony.com
for more information.

FOLDS OF HONOR
FREEDOMFEST
2015

Veteran's Park
6 – 11 p.m.

Visit
riverparks.org for more
information.

WARREN THEARES
SUMMER KIDS SERIES
Broken Arrow Warren

Theatre
10 a.m. – 12 p.m.

Visit warrentheatres.com for
more information.

CLARK
SUMMER
THEATRE
CAMP
Henthorne
PAC
8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.
Call 918-746-5065 for more
information.

JASON ISBELL
Cain’s Ballroom
8 – 10 p.m.
Visit cainsballroom.com for
more information.

SAINT MOTEL
Cain’s Ballroom
8 p.m.
Visit cainsballroom.com for
more information.

ALVIN CROW & THE
PLEASANT VALLEY BOYS
Cain’s Ballroom
6:30 p.m.
Visit cainsballroom.com for
more information.

JENKS SATURDAY MARKET
2nd & Main in Jenks
9 a.m. – 12 p.m.
Visit jenks.com for more
information.

ROB THOMAS
Brady Theater
6 p.m.
Visit bradytheater.com for
more information.
BROOKSIDE BOOK
DISCUSSION
Brookside Library
6 p.m.
Visit tulsalibrary for more
information.

KAMPOUT! SUMMER DAY
KAMP
Kirk of the Hills
July 20-24
Visit kanakuk.com for info.

MINECRAFT NIGHT
Martin Regional Library
6 – 8 p.m.
Visit tulsalibrary for more
information.

SOCIAL
MEDIA FOR
SENIORS
Hardesty
Regional
Library
6 – 8 p.m.
Visit tulsalibrary for more
information.

3 DOORS DOWN AND
SEETHER
Brady Theater
6:30 p.m.
Visit bradytheater.com for
more information.
THE BEACH BOYS
Creek Nation River Spirit Casino
7 p.m. July 16 & 17
Visit riverspirittulsa.com for
more information.

RUMBLE ON THE RIVER
VIII – USA VS. JAPAN
Creek Nation River Spirit Casino
7  – 10:30 p.m.
Visit riverspirittulsa.com for
more information.

PROSTATE HEALTH
Bailey Medical Center
7  – 10:30 p.m.
Visit silverelite.org for more
information.

8TH ANNUAL TOKYO IN
TULSA
Tulsa Convention Center
7 p.m. • July 16 & 17
Visit coxcentertulsa.com for
more information.

SHINEDOWN
Brady Theater

7 p.m.
Visit bradytheater.com

for more information.

STEPHEN STILLS
Brady Theater
7 p.m.
Visit bradytheater.com
for more information.

ALICE IN CHAINS
Brady Theater
7 p.m.
Visit bradytheater.com for info.

PAWS FOR
READING
Jenks Library
4 – 5 p.m.
Visit tulsalibrary.org for
more information.

BOOK DISCUSSION: “THE
WARMTH OF OTHER SUNS”
Librarium
2 – 3 p.m.
Visit tulsalibrary.org for info

INTRODUCTION TO 3-D
PRINTING AND CARVING
Librarium
4 – 5 p.m.
Visit tulsalibrary.org for

more information.

THE ROOTS OF
MUSCOGEE (CREEK)
HYMNS:A
CULTURAL
BLENDING
Tulsa Historical Society and
Museum
7 – 8:30 p.m.
Visit tulsalibrary.org for
more information.

WOGA GIRLS’
JUNIOR STATE GOLF
CHAMPIONSHIP
Southern Hills Country
Club
All day

Visit bradytheater.com
for more information.

SENIOR STAR ROUND-UP
Cain’s Ballroom
1:30 p.m.
Visit cainsballroom.com for
more information.
SUNDAY MATINEE FILMS -
"ANTHEM: THE STORY
BEHIND THE STAR
SPANGLED BANNER"
Gilcrease Museum
1:30 – 3:35 p.m.
Visit gilcrease.utulsa.edu for
more information.

SARAH MAUD IN
CONCERT
Oklahoma Jazz Hall of Fame
5 p.m.
Visit okjazz.org for more
information.

SANDY AND CHUCK
GARDNER
Oklahoma Jazz Hall of Fame
5 p.m.
Visit okjazz.org for more
information.

FITNESS ON THE GREEN:
ZUMBA
Guthrie Green
10 a.m.
Visit guthriegreen.com for
more information.

MUSIC SANDWICHED IN:
SUSAN HERNDON
Oklahoma Methodist Manor
12:10 – 12:50 p.m.
Visit tulsalibrary.org for more
information.

MUSIC SANDWICHED IN:
BRATKOVICH MUSIC
Oklahoma Methodist Manor
12:10 – 12:50 p.m.
Visit tulsalibrary.org for more
information.

ASLEEP AT THE WHEEL
Cain’s Ballroom
6:30 p.m.
Visit cainsballroom.com for
more information.

COLORDASH 2015 5K
Tulsa Promenade Mall
8 a.m.
Call 918-808-6581 for more
information.

SPELLBOUND (1945) 
Philbrook Museum
7:30 p.m.
Visit philbrook.org for more
information.
OU CLUB OF TULSA
SCHOLARSHIP GOLF
TOURNAMENT
Battle Creek Golf Club
8 a.m.
Call 918-960-4007 for info.

TUESDAY STORYTIME
Barnes & Noble Southroads
11 a.m. – 12 p.m.
Visit cainsballroom.com for
more information.

IMPROV-U
Thomas K. McKeon Center for
Creativity, TCC
12 – 1 p.m.
Visit tulsacc.edu for more
information.
LUCKY 7 COMEDY
WEDNESDAY
The Loony Bin
7:30 – 9 p.m.
Visit
loonybincomedy.com/tulsa
for more information.

WWE SMACKDOWN TV
BOK Center
7:30 p.m.
Visit bokcenter.com for

more information.

TULSA DRILLERS
vs. Corpus Christi
7:05 p.m.
Visit www.tulsadrillers.com
for more information

TULSA DRILLERS
vs. Corpus Christi
7:05 p.m.
Visit www.tulsadrillers.com
for more information
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Folds of Honor Maintains National, Local Presence
By EMILY RAMSEY
Managing Editor

With the 4th of July holiday upon us, Major
Dan Rooney, founder of Folds of Honor based
in Owasso, sat down with the Greater Tulsa
Reporter to discuss the foundation’s current
activities and the organization’s impact since it
began in 2007, with the mission of providing
scholarships and assistance to spouses and
children of those killed or wounded in active
duty.

Greater Tulsa Reporter: Patriot Boating
Days and Patriot Fishing Days both take place
during the summer months. When and how did
these events begin, and what has been the pub-
lic’s response?

Major Dan Rooney: Both events came out
of the success and enthusiasm we saw from
Patriot Golf Day, which is our flagship event.
As Patriot Golf Day grew, we heard from many
people who asked us how they could con-
tribute and take part in something similar
through the activities they loved. Boating and
fishing are two of the most patriotic and sup-
portive communities in sports.

Patriot Boating Day kicks off every 4th of
July, encouraging marinas and corporations in
the industry to get involved by either helping to
host a Patriot Boating Day event or partnering
with us corporately. The idea for Patriot
Boating Day came about after a group of patri-
ots at Suntex Marinas wanted to find a way to
get involved. The first year it started out,
Suntex encouraged their different marinas to
host a Patriot Boating Day event to benefit the
Folds of Honor. This will be our third year to
do Patriot Boating Day. The marinas involved
love being a part of something “bigger than
themselves,” and by hosting a Patriot Boating
Day event, it serves as a reminder that freedom
isn’t free and there are people that pay large
sacrifices so that they can enjoy their time on
the water. Not only have they completely
bought into the mission, but hosting such
events has also been key in helping their busi-
ness grow on an individual basis by getting the

community involved in their events and driv-
ing foot traffic to their particular locations.

Patriot Fishing Days has also seen great
growth. We have B.A.S.S. Nations across the
country hosting fishing events or taking col-
lections. We had three participate last year and
this year we have nine hosting events. We have
created many partnerships, and we were invit-
ed to have a booth at the Bassmaster Classic,
and we began creating a space which would
promote the fishing space. 

GTR: When you started Folds of Honor in
2007, what did you see the organization
becoming? Was it your goal to grow it to its
current size?

MDR: I started Folds of Honor with the
dream that we could make a difference in the
lives of our military families but didn’t know
where this vision would take us. We have been
blessed by amazing support from our partners
and donors who have helped Folds of Honor
grow so quickly.

GTR: To date, how many scholarships have
been awarded, and how many lives would you
say have been touched?

MDR: We just awarded our 10,000th schol-
arship, which is incredibly humbling. It’s
impossible to put a number on the lives we’ve
impacted because Folds of Honor has so many
wingmen sharing our story.

GTR: How do you feel about your decision
to headquarter Folds of Honor in Owasso?
What would you say Folds has brought to
Owasso, and how has the community recipro-
cated?

MDR: Folds of Honor actually started in
Broken Arrow, in an office above my garage. I
had no expectations on where it would lead,
but I knew in my heart I had to take on this
mission. When the opportunity presented itself
to have an office for staff, Owasso was an easy
choice. The land and space is beautiful, but it
always comes down to people. 

This community is indicative of what we
hope we are building throughout the nation: a

community that honors God, country, family
and those who serve for all of us. Folds of
Honor can’t be a national presence unless it
has strong local support. Many of our biggest

supporters, not just financial but also talent
and time offered are from Owasso. It is an
honor to represent this community as we work
around the nation.

SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENT: Major Dan Rooney, founder of Folds of Honor, stands
with Dakota Peterson, a Folds of Honor scholarship recipient, in October 2013 at the orga-
nization’s Owasso headquarters. Peterson’s father was killed in Afghanistan. 
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EXPANSION NEEDS: Judi Myers, center, CEO of Gatesway, stands with, from left,
Maurice Cooks, COO; Amanda Olden, job coach; Gatesway residents Janice Bond,
Bill Mienrick and Sarah Dudley; and Chris Douglas, executive director of facilities.

By EMILY RAMSEY
Managing Editor

Judi Myers took over as CEO of
Gatesway in 2004. Since then, she has
seen the need for services and residential
support grow, yet funding remain stag-
nant.

Even so, Gatesway’s management team
is looking to add two new buildings in the
next year.

Myers and her team recently sat down to
discuss their plans.

Greater Tulsa Reporter: What is cur-
rently being planned for Gatesway?

Judi Myers: We will be constructing
two new buildings on Gatesway’s more
than 40-acre campus: a multi-purpose
building with a large kitchen, art rooms, a
music room and much-needed storage
space and a 16-bed residential home for
males only. 

GTR: What led you to decide to move
forward with these projects?

JM: We have a great need for both of
these buildings. Currently, we are paying
to rent a 12,000-square-foot storage unit
in midtown Tulsa. The multi-purpose
facility will provide us on-site stor-age.

Gatesway’s campus currently houses 62
individuals in five Intermediate Care
Facilities and two six-bed community
group homes on our 40-acre campus. We
already have a waiting list for the future
16-bed facility.

GTR: What other services does
Gatesway provide?

JM: In addition to on-site living,
Gatesway offers individuals the opportu-
nity to receive on-site vocational training
and off-site job placement. The organiza-
tion also has about 400 individuals
throughout the community, and we pro-

vide up to four staff members who go into
the homes and provide whatever services
the individuals need or to assist them in
the area of employment. 

GTR: How is Gatesway funded?
JM: We receive money through the

Oklahoma Department of Human
Services and the Oklahoma Health Care
Authority with a Federal match. However,
we were recently informed that our fund-
ing for the 2016 fiscal year has been cut
by 3.5 percent, which is a substantial cut
since we have been operating on the same
amount of funding since 2006. 

GTR: With such a cut in funding, how is
the organization able to afford to build
these two buildings?

JM: Since 2004, Gatesway has only
done projects from donations that we have
raised for that specific project. Our man-
agement team made the decision that if we
need something, we have to raise the
money for it through donations. Nothing
is taken out of our operations budget to
fund anything.

GTR: How do you expect Gatesway to
cope with the funding decrease?

JM: We hope to continue to receive local
support and volunteers, such as with the
Gatesway Balloon Festival. We are also
hoping to find people in the community
who will volunteer to teach a cooking
class in our kitchen in the multi-purpose
building.  

COO Maurice Cooks: We also want to
build more awareness with the communi-
ty, in understanding the services that we
provide. Many times, we are families’ last
hope. The parents may be getting up in
years and want to know that their child
will be taken care of. Gatesway is there to
give them peace of mind that when they’re
gone, their loved one will be taken care of. 
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