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High-Speed Rail: No longer ‘if’ but ‘when’

Almaden Community
Center announces
upcoming events 

Almaden Community Center Senior
Association is sponsoring two new
upcoming events, Thanksgiving Feast

and Thunder Valley Casino Fun Trip.
A Thanksgiving Feast is scheduled on the after-

noon of Wednesday, November 16 at 2 - 4 p.m.
Dinner will be served with traditional turkey,

stuffing, potatoes, green beans, bread, and desert.
Tickets, $12 for members and $15 for non-

members, are on sale now. Tickets are available
Monday, Wednesday, and Friday from 8:40-
10:00 a.m. at the Almaden Community Center
lobby.

For more information call 408.268.1133
Thunder Valley Casino Fun Trip 
A Thunder Valley Casino Fun Trip, spon-

sored by the Almaden Community Center
Senior Association is scheduled for Tuesday,
December 6.

The low cost trip is $35 per person which
includes a $15 slot play or table match play and
a $5 food player's card.

Participants must arrive at 7:30 a.m. at the
Almaden Community Center, located at 6445
Camden Ave., San Jose.

Tickets are available Monday, Tuesdays and
Wednesday from 9:30-11:30 a.m. at the
Almaden Community Center lobby.

For more information, call Sally at
408.826.9619, or Bea at 408.761.4002.

By Lorraine Gabbert
Senior Staff Writer

The California High-Speed Rail
Authority is in the midst of plan-
ning, designing and building the first

high-speed rail service in California and the
nation.

It’s no longer an “if ” but a “when”
proposition as construction is already
underway in the Central Valley. “High-
speed rail will happen whether people want
it or not,” says Dave Poeschel of the Sierra
Club’s Loma Prieta Chapter. “But I think
we can make it more successful and more
sensitive to our communities’ needs
through meetings and communication with
councilmembers.” One such meeting took
place recently at Edenvale Branch Library
with a standing-room-only crowd.

“We want alignment that will benefit our
city in the most effective way, while also

trying to minimize the impacts as much as
possible,” says Jim Ortbal, San Jose
Director of Transportation. “We see great
opportunity and benefit from the project,
but also recognize that a transportation
project of this magnitude will have
impacts.”

Guy Preston, Northern Regional
Delivery Manager for the California High-
Speed Rail Authority, outlined the San
Jose-to-Merced alternative routes. For a
route south from Diridon Station, one pos-
sibility is following the existing rail align-
ment to Monterey Highway. Another is
building an aerial structure that follows the
freeway over Interstate 280 and Highway
87, dropping down at Tamien Station.

One of the problems with high-speed rail
at grade level is that grade separations
would be necessary where the tracks run
alongside Union Pacific Railroad. At

Skyway, Branham and Chynoweth cross-
ings along Monterey Highway, the align-
ment would have to change, lifting both
railroads and lowering Monterey Highway.
“The 2016 business plan suggests an aerial
alignment to avoid having to realign Union
Pacific Railroad as we don’t have an agree-
ment with them,” says Preston.

Near the Blossom Hill Station, they are
considering moving to the center median
away from Union Pacific Railroad, which
would save many walnut trees and the sta-
tion. Between Bernal Way and Gilroy is the
choice of following Monterey Highway or
running along Highway 101. There are also
options for Gilroy such as using the down-
town Caltrain station, or creating a new
station, east of Gilroy, at grade or an aerial
configuration. Past Gilroy, the high-speed
rail tracks will swing towards Highway 152

See HIGH SPEED, page 18

A map of the current alternatives for routes from San Jose to Merced. Graphic courtesy of the California High-Speed Rail Authority 

San Jose to Merced:
Current Alternatives

FIRST IN THE NATION FOR HIGH SPEED RAIL

Volunteers serve up a wonderful feast at last year’s
Thanksgiving event.

The Thunder Valley Casino
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6732 LEYLAND PARK DRIVE 
Incredibly beautiful  and serene setting overlooking the 4th fairway of the Almaden Country Club with views in the distance to down-
town and the surrounding mountains.   Excellent floor plan with master and office on main level, a total of five bedrooms and approx-
imately 2882 square feet.  Updated kitchen with stainless steel appliances, granite counters, gas cooktop and custom cabinetry opens
to the spacious family room with high ceiling. Newer windows, driveway pavers, 3 car garage, and remodeled baths.  Fabulous back-
yard with views, privacy, decks, and large grassy area.  Outstanding schools including Leland  High School. Offered at $1,799,000. 

IN DDESIRABLE ALMADEN VALLEY

6601 CREEKVIEW COURT
Lovely, beautifully  cared for single story home  with 4 bedrooms, 2 baths, approximately 2029 square feet in much requested
Shadowbrook neighborhood.  Open floor plan with high ceilings, lots of windows and natural light.  Recent  paint and floor coverings,
owned solar, copper plumbing, updated kitchen and baths, skylights.  Wonderful, welcoming backyard with pool, grassy area,  deck
and generous side yard. Attractive  landscaping and a large lot.  Enjoy nearby scenic trails and neighborhood swim club with pools
and activities. Outstanding schools: Graystone, Bret Harte, Leland.  This could be the one!  Offered at $1,238,000.

JUST LISTED

See you at our open houses or call for your private showing. Great homes!

JUST LISTED
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ValleyCurrents
cur·rent (adj.) Present, topical, timely, newsworthy. (n.) Movement in a definite direction, a flow.
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Engel for SJU School Board
Editor,

Sandra (Sandy) Engel has served our com-
munity well though her public service as a
Trustee on the San Jose Unified School Board.
Her election to a second term is essential.
Sandy wants to continue to serve Almaden
Valley Schools and provide 21st Century cur-
riculum and success for all our students.

During her first term, Sandy was President of
the Board and was invaluable with her expert-
ise on school district budgets. She served on the
Measure H Bond Oversight committee to

ensure the tax dollars were well spent. San Jose
Unified is a flagship for other districts with
innovative budgets, union negotiations and
teacher credibility. San Jose Unified is a leader
in the implementation of Common Core stan-
dards with other districts looking to San Jose as
a model and asking for advice. Sandra is very
excited to collaborate with the new superinten-
dent to chart the 21st Century plan that is up
for renewal.

I have had the privilege of working with
Sandy when she was Principal of Castillero
Middle School. She is a catalyst for collabora-

tion. She motivates students, parents, teachers,
and administrators to work for academic excel-
lence. Test scores rose at every school she man-
aged. Of equal importance, the sense of pride
at school sites grew under her leadership.

As a teacher, I know that having a school
board trustee with experience as a former
teacher, principal, and Director of Secondary
Education is rare. How fortunate is San Jose,
to have a person with this level of knowledge
serve.

Rebecca A. O'Connor
Castillero Middle School

LET US HEAR FROM YOU! 
Send your letters via email to  times@ timesmediainc.com or via postal mail to:  
The Times, Silicon Valley Business Center, 1900 Camden Ave., San Jose, CA 95124Mailbox

LET THE ALMADEN TIMES HEAR FROM YOU! 
Send your letters to editorial@ timesmediainc.com or mail to:  Almaden Times, Silicon Valley Business Center, 1900 Camden Ave., San Jose, CA 95124

Graystone annual Pumpkin Bust a ‘blast’
By Sean Eastwood

Times staff writer

The annual Pumpkin Bust at
Graystone Elementary, held on
Oct. 28, was a blast according to

Amy Shumway, Interim Principal at
Graystone Elementary.

There was a lot of energy and excite-
ment in the air as the weather was clear
and the games were all new for the annu-
al event.

"Graystone's Pumpkin Bust was a
blast. "We had a huge turn out and all the
new games were a hit," said Shumway.
She said there were many Graystone fam-
ilies in attendance enjoying the games
and excitement of the Halloween Season.

"The games were exciting, fun and new
and the kids had a great had a great too."
said long-time resident, Kellee Reynolds-
Markos. "Graystone's Pumpkin Bust is a
long-time honored tradition where food,
fun and games collide for the Halloween
Season," she said.

The Golden Gate Garrison 501st
Legion was in attendance and drew a
large crowd of Star Wars fans who eager-
ly took pictures with them.

The new games introduced at the event
included: Life-size connect 4, life-size
Jenga, Tricycle Race, Penny Toss, Ping
Pong Fish (winners took a goldfish
home!), Golf Game, Cake Walk (the ever
popular cake walk), Spook Shop, Golden
Gate Garrison 501st Legion, and Star
Wars Troop.

Sandy Engel, Trustee, San Jose Unified
Board of Education, also attended the
event and commented: "I really enjoyed
having my picture taken with the Star
Wars Troup!"  

Students decorate pumpkins and
Graystone’s Home and School
Club President enjoys visiting
with a parent of one of the 
students at the Pumpkin Bust.
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MARK&MADELINE
CHIAVETTA
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Coldwell Banker International
Presidents Premier, Top 1%

1266 Hillcrest Drive
Gorgeous Country Club Home!

Situated on the 9th hole of the Almaden Country Club Golf
Course. Lovely swimming pool and jacuzzi.  

3 bedrooms, 2.5 bathrooms, 
Approximately 1,824 square feet of 
living space. Top Almaden Schools. 

Price Upon Request

Open
 Hous

e S
und

ay 
1:30-4:30 pm

7170 Wooded Lake Drive
Fabulous Two Story Almaden Valley Home!

Two master suites, Chefs kitchen, Garage with additional work
space. Situated on a 15,300 square foot lot.

4 Bedrooms, 3.5 Bathrooms.
Approximately 2,800 square feet of living space.

Top Almaden Schools
Price Upon Request
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5875 Dry Oak Drive
Gorgeous Almaden Tri-Level Townhome!

Welcome home to the beautiful community of The Villas of Almaden
3 Spacious Bedrooms, 2.5 Bathrooms, Approx. 2,500 Square Feet of Living Space

Private upstairs master suite with fireplace and balcony overlooking Redwood trees.
Formal living room with dramatic high ceilings and marbled fireplace.

Enjoy the tranquil, open-air indoor atrium. 
Top Almaden Schools
Price Upon Request

16320 Alexander Court, Monte Sereno
Fabulous home in the prestigious Almond Grove neighborhood!

Perfect Opportunity For Expansion to 3,900+/- Square Feet
Ideally located just minutes from Bachman Park and downtown Los Gatos

3 Full Bedrooms, 2 Bathrooms, Approximately 2,006 square feet of living space
Features two fireplaces, rich planked cherry wood floors, marbled tiled flooring in

both the entry and kitchen. Swimming pool and spa, framed by mature 
Redwood trees, beautiful landscape, and citrus trees.

Award winning Los Gatos schools.
Price Upon Request

Open
 Hou

se
 Saturday 

& Sunday 1
:30-4

:30pm

Open
 Hou

se
 Saturday 

1:30-4
:30pm



SERVING ALMADEN VALLEY SINCE 1986 ONLINE: ALMADENTIMES.COMPAGE 6 ALMADEN TIMES NOV. 4 – NOV. 17, 2016

By Councilmember 
Johnny Khamis

Special to the Times

My colleagues and I at City
Hall have the formidable
challenge

of attracting and
retaining police offi-
cers to rebuild our
police force after the
exit of several hun-
dred officers through
retirement or oppor-
tunities with other
agencies.

The passage of
Measure F on
November 8th will
put in place a negoti-
ated settlement that
ends contentious liti-
gation over Measure
B and helps the SJPD
better compete with
other police agencies in the region,
which is why I am encouraging you
to vote YES when you fill out your
ballot or go to the polls.

Is Measure F a perfect solution to
the recruiting and retention issues
the City has faced, not only in the
police department, but in other
skilled occupational areas? It may
not be, but it is the only viable, fis-
cally responsible plan that has
achieved consensus support of a
City Council majority and all of the
City's employee bargaining units.

Measure F is the proverbial bird in
the hand. We should not miss this
opportunity to grasp this bird in the
hand. We cannot afford to wait
around for the perfect plan, grasping

at two birds in the bush
that we may never find.

Our City Manager,
police chief, and police
officers all tell us that
passage of Measure F
will help us to attract
and retain SJPD offi-
cers. With public safety
as my number one pri-
ority, it is important for
me to strongly consider
the advice of our pub-
lic safety professionals
and others within the
City administration
that we hire for their
expertise.

Attracting and
retaining police officers will allow us
to properly staff special crime-solv-
ing units like the burglary unit,
increase neighborhood patrols to
help deter burglaries, and improve
police response times.

Measure F is winning broad sup-
port because it is fiscally responsible
and fair - professional actuaries have
confirmed that Measure F will save
$40 million in the first year alone. It
is fair because our pay and benefits
package will be more competitive
with other large police departments

in the Bay Area and will ensure that
police officers are able to adequately
care for their families if they are
injured in the line of duty.

For years we have fought over
pension reform in San Jose and
while the Measure B pension
reforms, which I supported, were
partly upheld in court, there is sig-
nificant risk that the victories we did
win could be reversed by higher
courts. Measure B is the two birds in
the bush - and right now they are
stuck in that bush - the courts. To
continue to fight in court means mil-
lions of dollars in litigation expense
and, meanwhile, we will continue to
lose key City personnel. The fiscally
responsible path and the one that
will allow us to rebuild our depleted
police force, is to end the litigation
and to replace Measure B with
Measure F.

Measure F is the fix we need to
move forward together toward a
safer San Jose. Measure F preserves
some of the best elements of
Measure B, eliminates retiree health
benefits for future hires, which saves
the City millions of dollars from the
start, and prevents retroactive pen-
sion increases.

Please join me, police officers,
Mayor Sam Liccardo, former Mayor
Chuck Reed and four other former
mayors of San Jose, the Chamber of
Commerce, and many others in
saying YES to Measure F.

Times Election 2016

OP ED

MEASURE B: Traffic relief we
need, accountability we deserve

By San Jose Mayor Sam Liccardo & Silicon Valley
Leadership Group CEO Carl Guardino

Special to the Times
We heard a rumor the other day: Traffic is back in Santa Clara

County.
It’s why we’ve banded together with thousands of other private and

public sector citizens to build Measure B, the traffic relief, transit options
and road repair initiative on the November 8 ballot. It has the trans-
portation improvements we need, and the accountability provisions we
deserve.

For the past 3 years, private and public citizens have been working
with traffic engineers and transportation directors to develop a compre-
hensive plan that will have a positive impact on the condition of our
roads, and the quality of our commutes. The result is Measure B. Since
there is no single answer to our traffic problems, Measure B is more like a Jigsaw
Puzzle, with each transportation improvement snapping into place to add up to a
comprehensive, countywide plan:

First, it finishes our BART extension, with the final six miles and four
stations in east San Jose, Downtown San Jose next to San Jose State
University, the Diridon Station/SAP Arena and on to the Santa Clara
University Station. (The first 10-mile extension of BART into Santa
Clara County opens next fall 2017, a year ahead of schedule and $75
million under budget).

Second, it connects the BART extension with what will be an electri-
fied Caltrain Commuter Rail Service both at the Diridon/SAP Arena
Station and again at the Santa Clara University Station. Together,
BART connected with Caltrain finally creates a rapid-rail-network
around the entire Bay Area.

Third, it finally funds some form of transit solution in the center medi-
an of the Highway 85 Corridor, which was set aside for a “future form
of transit” when it was built in 1995. Measure B provides funding for
this vital improvement.

Fourth, it funds lifeline service and core transit service for people with
disabilities, seniors, students and the working poor who depend on that
core service.

Fifth, Measure B improves bicycle and pedestrian safety, especially
near our schools.

Sixth, Measure B funds will be utilized for interchange improvements,
and improves traffic flow at 24 key interchanges on all 7 Highways that
run through San Jose and Santa Clara County: 17, 87, 237, 101, 280, 680
and 85.

Seventh, it greatly improves our 9 County Expressways, which carry
one of every two county residents every single day, with key interchange
and safety improvements on Almaden, Capitol, Central, Foothill, Law-
rence, Montague, Oregon/Page Mill, San Tomas, Santa Teresa/Hale.

Finally, nearly one of every five dollars will be used for the basics - to
improve the crumbling conditions of our local streets and roads in all 15
cities and towns. For San Jose, this means $580 million during the life
of the measure.

For us, a key provision of Measure B is accountability. Instead of a
“General Purpose Tax” that only requires a 50 percent vote - but that can
be changed at any time by elected officials - Measure B intentionally calls
for a two-thirds vote, because that is the only way the funds can be locked
in for these specific transportation improvements. In fact, the VTA
Board can’t change a single sentence in Measure B without a super-
majority vote of 9 of the 12 Board Members.

When it comes to transportation funding, we know no one is riding in
on a white horse with bags of money from Sacramento or DC. We
need to replace the partisan gridlock in our State and Nation’s Capitols,
if we are going to tackle the traffic gridlock we endure here at home.
Measure B locks in local dollars, with local accountability, to fund local
needs. Join us. Vote Yes on Measure B.

The Full 75-Word text for Measure B reads as follows:
To relieve traffic, repair potholes; shall VTA enact a 30-year half-cent

sales tax to:
- Repair streets, fix potholes in all 15 cities;
- Finish BART extension to downtown San Jose, Santa Clara;
- Improve bicycle/pedestrian safety, especially near schools;
- Increase Caltrain capacity, easing highway congestion, improving

safety at crossings;
- Relieve traffic on all 9 expressways, key highway interchanges;
- Enhance transit for seniors, students, disabled;
Note: The Measure also mandates annual audits by independent citizens’

watchdog committee to ensure accountability.

Yes on Measure F to improve safety and services in San Jose

District 10
Report

Johnny Khamis,
City Councilmember

Two candidates for school board are challenging
the status quo in the San Jose Unified School
District race.

Challengers Olivia Navarro and Kimberly Meek are
campaigning to improve education for struggling stu-
dents. Both are concerned about low achievement
among poor students 

Olivia Navarro
Olivia Navarro, an insurance agent and mother,

points out anemic test scores of poor kids. At Gardner
Elementary, nearly 80 percent of students last spring
failed to meet English standards. Nearly 90 percent
failed to meet math standards. “We need to increase
math, science, arts and vocational classes,” she
explained.

Navarro is backed by former trustee Carol Myers,

and Johnny Khamis, San Jose Council Member,
District 8.

Kimberly Meek
Kimberly Meek, vice-president in product support at

SAP, is also focused on low achievement scores. She
says only 54 percent of students test proficient in
English and 42 percent are proficient in math dis-
trictwide.

Meek wants the district to track accountability in
meeting educational goals. “You cannot achieve a plan
unless you are accountable for it,” she said.

Meek’s campaign is funded by the California
Charter Schools Association, and is backed by Susana
Gallardo, School Site Council president, and Louisa
Urbani, PTO co-chair, both at Gardner Academy.

Status quo challenged in San Jose Unified School Board race 

Olivia Navarro (left) and Kimberly Meek (right)



ALMADEN TIMES NOV. 4 – NOV. 17, 2016 PAGE 7SERVING ALMADEN VALLEY SINCE 1986 ONLINE: ALMADENTIMES.COM

Offered at $748,000



By Donald J. DeVries
Special to the Times

This week’s question:
Several years ago, my husband and I put

our house into our living trust, as advised by
our attorney at the time. Now, we are in the
process of selling it and our real estate agent
said that the title company may need to see a
Certification of Trust to verify that the trust
exists. Isn’t this a waste of time and pure
harassment?  It sure seems like it to us.

Becky B.
Almaden Valley

Dear Becky,
I hear what you are saying, Becky, that it

seems like pure harassment to require you to
produce a Certification of Trust since your
house is already in your trust, but it makes
sense and here is why.

By the way, and before I answer your ques-
tion, let me say that your attorney was wise
in advising the living trust for you and your
husband. That is the best way to go in this
day and age to avoid probate court just in
case something happened to the two of you
and often just in case something happened to
just one of you.

You and husband must have signed a Trust
Transfer Deed when you placed your resi-
dence into your Living Trust, and then you
must have had that deed recorded. That is
the normal way for a property to become
trust property, and the title company at this
time can verify that fact. All they need to do
is to consult the county Recorder Office

records in the county where
you live, in this case, Santa
Clara County.

However, a case or two might
exist where the Trust Transfer
Deed was recorded when in fact
no living trust existed at the
time. It is for that reason why
the title company and/or your
real estate agent is asking for a
Certification of Trust at this
time, just to be sure that the trust
existed then and exists now, that
the trustees have the proper
authority to do their job, and
that related clauses are in exis-
tence for everyone’s protection.

In our office, we customarily
work up a Certification of Trust
as part of our package of docu-
ments we prepare for each Living Trust
client. The Certification of Trust is typically

six or seven pages long and it
usually covers several different
topics, such as confirmation
that the trust was created, that
the trust is typically revocable,
identity of the Trustees, and
related provisions related to
Trustee powers and the like.

“Related provisions” usually
include a listing of the powers
that the Trustees have, such as
the power to accept property,
the power to retain or reject
property, the power to invest
and reinvest trust property, and
in your case, the power to pur-
chase and sell trust property,
such as your home.

In your case, since you said
that your are in the process of

selling your home that is in the trust, it is
very important that you and your husband,

as Trustees of the Trust, have legal authority
to sell the house. If you did not, many peo-
ple and institutions could be harmed (i.e.
“damaged”) by that lack of authority.

Other provisions of a Certification of
Trust often include the power to borrow
money and encumber trust property, to make
loans, to purchase liability insurance, and to
pay and allocate trust expenses. You often
see provisions that allow the Trustees to hire
and employ persons, to execute and deliver
legal instruments, and many other provisions
as well.

If your attorney prepared a Certification of
Living Trust when your documents were
signed, fine. If not, chances are that the title
company that is handling the closing of the
sale will have a standard form that they will
provide to you. It has been my experience
that title companies often provide a
Certification of Trust form at little or no
expense to the parties.

I hope that this satisfactorily addresses
your concerns, Becky. And I hope every-
thing goes smoothly in the sale of your resi-
dence.

Donald J. DeVries 
Almaden Valley
You can reach Mr. DeVries with your questions

by email at don@almadenvalleylawyers.com,
with “Almaden Times” in the subject line, tele-
phone at (408)268-9500, fax at (408)268-6502, or
mail at DeVries Law Office, 6475 Camden
Avenue, Suite 200, San Jose, CA 95120. Your
true name will not be used. No attorney-client
relationship is created by these articles.
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Times Feature

Expires 11/30/16

A certification of your living trust may be necessary sometimes

Healing Touch Chiropractic Clinic
2724 Aborn Road, San Jose, CA 95121

* Introductory Price Available for First Time Clients *
Ask About Our Discount Massage Package!

Please call
(408) 393-1099
to schedule an
appointment

Expires 11/30/16

Professional Staff
Rosario Espinoza, CMT
Leticia Espinoza, CMT

Swedish Massage
Deep Tissue Massage

Massage Therapy

Voted
Best 

Massage

Fall Special

$35 special
1 hour with 

this ad

Ask The
Lawyer
Donald J. DeVries,
Attorney at Law

For past articles, 
visit our web site at

www.almadenvalleylawyers.com

This holiday season, you
can make it possible for very
low-income children and
parents to give gifts to their
loved ones.

Plan now to join Sunday
Friends at the Holiday
Shopping Spree of 2016 at
Target, located at 1811 Hillsdale Ave., San
Jose.

Bring your family, friends
and colleagues to Target on
Friday, November 11 and
Friday, November 18

This will be a truly fun
and meaningful kick-off to
your holiday season.
Shopping start times are:

6:30 p.m., 7 p.m. or 7:30 p.m. Bring $10 to
$100, or more, to spend on gifts.

'Sunday Friends' Holiday Shopping Spree at Target
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Times Community News

San Jose City
Council District 10 
internships available

San Jose City Council Almaden
District 10 office is currently
recruiting high school and college
level interns who are looking for
experience in the political field.

Political internship compliments
a student's education and builds
networking, communication, and
analytical skills.

Interns are expected to be organ-
ized, to be well spoken, and to be
able to hold a consistent schedule.

Common duties include:
research, calendar management
and grant preparation. Interns will
also be expected to attend events to
help with constituent outreach.

For more information, call Tim
Healy, 408.535.4983 or email
tim.healy@sanjoseca.gov 

Youth Advisory
Council expanding,
seeks new members 

Samuel Hirst, the Almaden's San
Jose City Council District 10 Youth
Commissioner, is seeking to expand
the Youth Advisory Council
(YAC).

Eligible applicants must be 14-18
years of age and live in or attend
school in District 10.

The YAC meets twice a month to
discuss District-wide issues and
potential solutions and plan events,
with a focus on youth-related con-
cerns. The position offers an oppor-
tunity to start a career in public
service, politics or policy and earn
community service hours.

The San Jose Youth Commission
is a group of youth who come
together to discuss city-wide issues
facing youth people and make poli-
cy recommendations to City
Council. It includes 11 members,
ten from each of their respective
districts, and one City-wide mem-

ber. Creating a body of youth spe-
cific to their districts—a Youth
Advisory Council, is included with-
in their job description.

Friends of Almaden
book sale Nov. 5

The Friends of the Almaden
Library Fall Book Sale event will be
held on Nov. 5 at the Almaden
Library.

The book sale will be held from 9
a.m. to 2:30 p.m. at the Almaden
Library, located at 6445 Camden
Ave. in San Jose.

Nearly all of the library's huge
selection of gently used books will
be priced at $1 each. All proceeds
support local neighborhood library
programs benefitting the Almaden
community.

Please bring your own bags.
The Almaden Library is located

at 6445 Camden Ave San Jose, CA
95120.

Holy Family Parish
Annual Holiday
Boutique Nov. 19-20  

Holy Family Parish has
announced their 14th Annual
Holiday Boutique will be held on
Nov. 19-20.

A wide variety of gifts for chil-
dren and adults alike will be on sale
for the two day event.

Hours for the event are 10 a.m. -
5 p.m. on Saturday, and 9 a.m. - 4
p.m. on Sunday.

Raffles will also be conducted for
several valuable prizes such as an
American Girl Doll, a LEGO kit, a
Nespresso machine, jewelry, deco-
rated Christmas trees, and more.

Lunch will be available for pur-
chase at the Parish snack bar.

Holy Family Parish Community
Center is located at 4848 Pearl Ave.,
San Jose.

For more information, call (408)
265-4040.
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SAN JOSE ALMADEN
1096 BLOSSOM HILL ROAD, SUITE 200   408.448.4488

ALMADEN VALLEY $3,400,000
NEW CONSTRUCTION!   
5 BR 4.5 BA Magnificent custom built Tuscan Estate with
over 5,000 sqft all on one level! A Must See!
Steve Coan, 
CalBRE #01258637 
408.234.8700

PLEASANTON $2,399,000
6 BR 4 BA Kottinger Ranch Beauty custom built home
with pool and spa. Solar heated & Large yard. Close to
schools and Downtown!
Bimla Sabhlok,
CalBRE #00939221 
408-807-6492

ALMADEN VALLEY $1,799,000
5 BR 2.5 BA Amazingly beautiful and serene setting
overlooking the 4th fairway of Almaden Country Club
and far beyond. Outstanding schools!
Margaret Yost & David Yost, 
CalBRE #00947936 & 01450671 
408-445-5133 & 408-757-9678

MILPITAS $949,000
4 BR 3 BA Spacious updated family home. Updated
kitchen w/ stainless steel appliances & gas stove
Kim Nicholson, 
CalBRE #01799950 
408-506-5447

SANTA TERESA $599,000
Beautiful Townhouse 
3 BR 2.5 BA Very spacious 3 bed 2.5 bath approx
1656sqft. Remodeled kitchen, floors & baths. located
next to shopping, hills & close to freeways
Ron Mason, CalBRE #01145613 
408-896-6794

BLOSSOM VALLEY $879,000
Beautifully remodeled 
3 BR 4 BA Desirable Thousand Oaks neighborhood.
Lovely single story home. Approx. 1700 sqft. Located on
a peaceful tree lined street.
Julie Tornincasa, CalBRE #01788808 
408-205-3152
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Times Local News

By Aaron Tan 
Leland High School

Prep2Prep.com

Before the homecoming game, sophomore
Kyle Anderson (Leland Chargers #3
offensive) joked that he was going to get

500 yards versus Sobrato High School.
Kyle didn't get the 500 yards, instead "settling"

for 219 rushing yards and two touchdowns,
including a 24-yard scamper on fourth-and-1 with
two minutes left as Leland won for the first time
all season, 22-14 over visiting Sobrato in a BVAL-
Santa Teresa game Oct 28.

Sobrato (2-7, 1-5 BVAL-ST) started off the
game with brutal offensive firepower on an 80-
yard drive that ended in a two-yard touchdown
run by junior Jared Jones. However, after the
score, the Leland defense started creating
turnovers, with junior Max McCash forcing and
recovering a fumble on the next drive, which led
to a two-yard touchdown run by sophomore
Trevor Johannes on a quarterback sneak.

In the second quarter, junior Brett Mason
recovered a muffed punt by Sobrato, leading to
another Leland touchdown, with Anderson
breaking off a 13-yard run to take the lead, 15-7.
However, Sobrato's defense would respond, forc-
ing a fumble deep in Leland territory, which
resulted in Jones' second touchdown run of the
night, powering through the Leland defense with
a 2-yard run to cut the lead down to 15-14 at half-
time.

The turnover trend continued in the third quar-
ter, with Leland getting one when junior John
Bell's pass got picked off by junior Justin Yu, and
then Sobrato getting one right back, recovering a
fumble by Johannes. Both teams' offenses were
growing stale, with no team scoring in the third
quarter, the score still being 15-14 Leland.

With three minutes left in the fourth quarter,
the score was still the same, and with possession
of the ball, Sobrato knew that this would be its
last chance to win the game. However, Mason

had other ideas, picking off Bell's pass and return-
ing it into Sobrato territory. Anderson took
advantage of the turnover, and scored on a 24-
yard touchdown run to ice the game for Leland,
winning its first game of the season.

Sobrato's offense moved the ball down the field
with a strong rushing attack, but its passing game
was even deadlier. Sobrato heavily relied on cross-
ing routes and receiver screens, with Bell throw-
ing for 170 yards. However, Leland conquered
the game with its power-run offense.

Much like he has been all season, Anderson
was Leland's workhorse back once again, adding
219 rushing yards and two rushing touchdowns
to his successful season. With his strong perform-
ance today, Anderson has eclipsed the 1000-yard
mark this season, with 1157 rushing yards and 11
touchdowns on the season.

Emotions were running high on the Leland
sideline after the school's first win of the season.
Leland head coach Mike Ward was proud of his
players for overcoming earlier losses in the sea-
son.

"For these kids, I just feel speechless. I've
coached for a while for some good teams, and I've
never been around a group of kids who have this
much heart, will, and push to fight through any-
thing," he said "We fight through the toughest
stuff. It wasn't easy, either. It went down to one of
the last plays. I feel great, but for these kids, I feel
speechless."

Meanwhile, Sobrato is trying to bounce back
from the discouraging loss to win its last game of
the season next week. Jones, who scored two
touchdowns, is adamant to keeping the same
mentality for the final game of the season.

"We just gotta go to work next week," Jones
said. "We've got to practice hard. We've got to try
to take on San Jose to get the last big win."

In its season finale, Leland will try to get anoth-
er win at home against struggling Mt. Pleasant (0-
9, 0-6 BVAL-ST).

Leland High School homecoming crowd cheers Chargers fooball team's first win. Photo by Aaron Tan

Leland Chargers Football Team celebrates
homecoming game with their first win 

Holiday season festivities
kick off on November 18

By Rene Robinson
Special to the Times

The holiday season festivities in the Bay Area
kick off on Nov. 18 at the Third Annual
Gala of Hungry at Home benefiting

Martha's Kitchen, a non-profit hot meal program.
The event will be held at the San Jose

McEnery Convention venue. Downtown hotels
participating include The Fairmont, The
Marriot, Hilton, Hayes Mansion, and Double
Tree. Each venue will present food and wine
tasting stations. The main banquet will be host-
ed by Levi's Stadium and Centerplate.

“Our non-profit was founded 35 years ago
and holds this annual gala to help raise funds

for its rapidly growing mission to feed the hun-
gry,” said Edita Cruz, Executive Director of
Martha's Kitchen. “We have a goal of feeding
one million people per year,” said Cruz. “I
recall being asked by the Board ‘Have you done
a gala like this before?’ I replied, if not, then we
learned our lesson. As it turned out the first
gala was a success netting $75,000 with the help
of dedicated volunteers.”

For 10 years, David Wiesner, owner and
Executive Chef at the quaint Siena Bistro in
Willow Glen, has hosted an appreciation din-
ner honoring the sponsor of the Fall Gala.
Cruz, the volunteers, and staff of Martha's
Kitchen have extended a hearty thank you to
Wiesner for his gift of service. "We hope he will
do it for another 10 years," said Cruz.

For more information about the Gala or to
donate call 408-293-6111.
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Premium Location! Almaden Valley Custom English Tudor w/Panoramic, Breathtaking Views! Stunning Curb Appeal
w/European Flair. Spacious Floor Plan features 5,448 SF of Living Space w/4 Bedrooms + Guest/AuPair, 5.5 Baths, 21,522
Sf Lot. 3 Car Garage. Gorgeous Landscaping, Sport Court. Perfect Home for Entertaining & Family Enjoyment! Top Schools!

Williams, Bret Harte, Leland. Buyer to Confirm SqFt.

Gorgeous Almaden Valley Home
1 1 7 3  N I K U L I N A C O U R T $ 2 , 6 5 0 , 0 0 0



By Lorraine Gabbert
Senior Staff Writer

Comfortable, stylish furniture
made from tires might
sound surprising, but

Retyred has made it a reality, and
thanks to their partnership with
Skip Lightfoot of Skip’s Tire and
Auto Repair Centers, it’s close at
hand for Almaden residents.

A few months ago, Lightfoot
came upon the furniture at a car
show in Essen, Germany. “I
walked by the Retyred booth, sat
down in one of their chairs, and
that’s all it took,” he says. “They
drew me in.” After speaking with
company founders Monica Corser
and Bernhard Kudernatsch, and
Brand and Sales Manager Hubert
Nagele, they all knew they wanted
to go into business together.

After some texts and phone calls,
Lightfoot talked them into coming

to California to display their prod-
ucts at the Almaden Valley Art &
Wine Festival, but their plan was
almost derailed at customs.

“We didn’t think we’d have it in
time for the festival,” says
Lightfoot. As the furniture was
imported from Indonesia to
Germany and then America within
a short time frame, it raised a red
flag. “They asked all kinds of ques-
tions,” says Lightfoot, “and made
us unload the entire container—10
tons of furniture—for inspection.
We literally had to talk customs
into agreeing to release some of the
pieces.”

It’s a good thing they did as it
proved California to be a viable
market. Their booth at the festival
was inundated with interested cus-
tomers. “It was the busiest booth
there,” says Lightfoot. “We had five
staff working and we were all con-

stantly busy.” They ran out of busi-
ness cards in two hours. “People
loved it,” he says, “young and old
alike.” They also liked the relation-
ship of Skip’s and recycling tires.

“It’s a great fit,” he says.
Retyre has been exporting their

products to Australia, New Zeland
and Europe, and Lightfoot will be
their distributor in America.

“We’re ready to conquer the
world,” says Kudernatsch.

The beauty of Retyre is their
innovative solution of recycling old
tires destined for landfills into
attractive, useful home and garden
furnishings. About one billion tires
are discarded around the world
every year, many ending up in
landfills. “There are whole town-
sized areas filled with used tire
places you can see from space with
streets of tires,” says Nagele. “A
guy who picks up our tires just got
a contract with the state of Oregon
to clean up a pile of a million tires,”
adds Lightfoot.

“Sometimes tires are burned and
sometimes they’re shred for play-
grounds,” says Kudernatsch, “but
even when they’re recycled, it’s a
mechanical process that uses a lot
of energy. Our tires are cut by hand
with knives and handcrafted by
Indonesian artisans and are proba-
bly the greenest recycling you can
do with tires.”

“It’s fantastic,” says Lightfoot.
“They’re not using gas or electrici-
ty, except for a screw gun to build
it. It’s really energy efficient.”

“Tires offer us great service dur-
ing their working lifetime. It’s won-
derful to be able to give them new
life with practical purpose,” says
Corser, “and it’s satisfying saving
what we can from landfills. As well
as being eye-catching, our furniture
is as green as black can get.”

The original inspiration for their
furniture came from a rustic arm-
chair Corser and Kudernatsch saw
while vacationing in Bali early in
their relationship as a couple. “We
thought the idea of making furni-
ture out of tires was brilliant,” says
Kudernatsch with a grin. “It was a
good way to test our relationship.”
Kudernatsch and Nagele were old
friends before going into business
together, having met at an event
about 12 years ago in Vienna when
Kudernatsch was part of kite surf
road company and Nagele worked
with a communications agency.

Since 2012, Retyred has con-
stantly worked to improve the
artistry and quality of their designs,
expanding their line to include
tables, stools, trunks, baskets, mir-
rors and more. “People have said
it’s the best recycling they’ve seen
in a long time,” says Corser, who
brings her clothing design sensibili-
ties to their products. “It’s upcy-
cling.”

In addition to being comfortable,
the furniture is extremely durable.
“It takes 30,000 years for a tire to
decompose,” says Corser. “There’s
no doubt our tables and chairs will
last a few lifetimes.”

It hasn’t all been a bed of roses
though. “The creative bit has been
great,” says Corser, “But it was a
long journey to get it to where it is
now. There was so much to do. It’s
still an ongoing project.”

See RETYRED, next page
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Retyred: Stylish furniture made from recycled tires: As green as black can get

Comfortable furniture made from tires has been made a reality by Retyred.



By Lesley Pesek and Pattie
Foxhoven

Special to the Times

Service Unit 642 honored local
Girl Scouts for their hard work
and dedication to Girl Scouting

and support of the Almaden and
Branham community on Oct. 15.

The service unit and troop leaders
issued Gold, Silver, and Bronze
awards and 10 year pins to 46 young
ladies from our community, recog-
nized adult volunteers, and performed
a rededication ceremony for all of the
scouts who attended the event. Girl
Scouts' highest honors recognize and
celebrate a girl's leadership, team-
building skills, dedication, and deter-
mination to improve her life, the lives
of others, and her community.

Mary Celestin and Sophie Coover
received the Girl Scout's highest
award, the Gold Award. Mary created
a 10 session STEM curriculum for
fourth and fifth grade girls and built a

research library and database that
highlights local STEM programs and
events in the community.

Mary's curriculum is now being
used in six area schools and by the
organization AiducateNow, a non-
profit organization that empowers
underprivileged communities.

Sophie planted a butterfly garden at
Erickson Elementary using native
California plants and a pond with a
drip system to reduce water usage.
The garden will be used by the
Erikson Home Study program to edu-
cate K-12 students about insects,
native plants, and gardening.

The Silver Award is the highest
award a Cadette Girl Scout can earn.

Clara Graves, Indrea Goyal, & Jenna
Holsen earned the Silver Award for
their Cushioned Crowns Helmet
Project, Sofie Gmerek, Mira Karthik,
and Ariel Syrkin for their Operation
Save the Cats Project, Ashley Wilson
for her Rosener House Petals for
Smiles Garden, and Sonya Robinson
for her From Soggy Socks to Toasty
Toes project.

The Bronze Award is the highest
award a Junior Girl Scout can earn.
Clare Dong, Emily Haddad, Jenny
Sanders, Tegan Wicks, Patty Zhang,
Alyssa Perales, and Bella Yang earned
the Bronze Award for their project
"Helping Animals in Need", and Ally
Burns, Kiley Stephens, Jacquelyn
Michael, Avery Pazdel, Jewels Torres,
Sophia Carretero, Bella Ereno, Shea
Barger, Caroline Elmer, Emma
Ernani, and Katie Floering for their
project "Operation Warm Hearts"
that helped medically fragile homeless
women.

For a decade of service supporting
the Girl Scout mission of building
girls of courage, confidence, and char-
acter, the following 18 girls were
issued 10 year pins: Zoe Crowe, Hallie
Dugar, Jennie Foxhoven, Christina
Gluszczak, Ellie Hunt, Sammie
Keith, Siffat Kohli, Alexandra Lyon,
Beth Lyon, Amelia MacEwen,
Anokhi Mehta, Caitlin Milligan,
Kayla Nicholson, Audrey Pesek,
Hannah Pillsbury, Caitlin Saifi,
Madeleine Smith, and  Nicole
Stadelman.

Retyred
Continued from previous page
Kudernatsch agrees. “It’s been
hard,” he says. “We didn’t see it
initially as a business, but followed
our heart. We went step-by-step
and had a lot of learning to do. It’s
difficult selling and producing and
getting that balance right. If you
don’t sell, you don’t have money to
produce again, so that’s a chal-
lenge. But for five years, every event
we’ve gone to, people love our prod-
uct. That’s the reward of it.”

“In Australia, people told us that
they had bought our chair three or
four years ago, and still really love
it,” says Corser. “With each show,
about 95 percent of our contact
with people has been positive,” say
Kudernatsch, “and that’s really
great.”

A woman who saw their print ad
in Austria sent them an email say-
ing that although she can’t afford
their pieces right now, she loves
their products and wishes them all
the best luck and hopes they
become rich. An 87-year-old man
attending the Almaden Valley Art
& Wine Festival was amazed by
Retyre’s table and chairs. “Wow,”
he said, “That I’m able to see

something like this at my age...
This great idea...”

“The chairs are so comfortable
it’s unbelievable,” says Lightfoot.
Their stuff is so good and people
like it so much that they were invit-
ed to have their furniture at the
Essen show in Germany.” They’re
also hoping to attend the Sema car
show in Las Vegas. Locally, Skip’s
Tire and Auto Repair Centers will
feature Retyre furniture in their
waiting rooms and/or showrooms.

Looking ahead, in addition to
realizing all of their design con-
cepts, Retyre would like to change
the way people think about tires.
“If we can have this furniture on
everyone’s patio,” says Lightfoot,
“just think about how many tires
we could save from being burned
or buried. It would be great.”

Skip’s Tire and Auto Repair
Centers carry Timberland tires,
partially because Lightfoot appre-
ciates that they recycle parts of
used tires to make boots. “Retyre
goes three steps further,” he says.
“They’re using almost 100 percent
of truck, motorcycle and car tires,
including the steel beads. It’s far
and away one of the best ways to
recycle tires anyone’s ever come up
with.”
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Call to schedule 
your tour!

1081 Foxworthy Avenue, 
San Jose, CA 95118
(408) 265-7380
M-F 6:30 am - 6:30 pm
www.Kindercare.com

Gay Brasher recognized

by Board Of Education
The Board of Education recently

recognized Gay Brasher, Leland
High School speech and debate
coach and veteran educator in her
50th year in the profession. Brasher
recently received the Marcella E.
Oberle Award from the National
Communication Association for her
dedication to her craft and students.

Girl Scouts honored with Gold, Silver and Bronze awards

Girl Scout leader and gold award recipients
(left to right) Sophie Coover, Tracie
Wallace, and Mary Celestin. Photo by
Pattie Foxhoven

Brand and Sales Manager Hubert Nagele, company founders Monica Corser and
Bernhard Kudernatsch, and Skip Lightfoot of Skip’s Tire and Auto Repair Centers
enjoy meeting the public at the recent Almaden Art and Wine Festival.
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High speed
Continued from page 1
by Casa de Fruta and go through five tunnels through Pacheco
pass for 12 to 14 miles. Finally, it will go around the San Luis
Reservoir to the Central Valley, cross on the south side of
Henry Miller Road to the Y intersection where trains can go
south to Los Angeles or north to Merced.

Rail alignment is a major concern to local residents both
from a visual and noise standpoint. Alternative routes range
from at grade (roughly street-level) to aerial viaducts and tun-
nels. Local homeowners are afraid that 50 to 60 feet-high aeri-
al viaducts may affect the value of homes and property along
the rail corridor, not to mention the beauty of the hillsides.

“The impact analysis regarding homes will be part of the
environmental review,” says Ben Tripousis, Northern
California Regional Director for the California High-Speed
Rail Authority. “Once we have a preferred alignment and a
draft of an environmental document, if there are impacted
property owners or homeowners, they will be notified of our
interest in that preferred alignment. Through projects in the
Central Valley, we negotiated with property owners only for as
much property as we needed to construct the project. Acquiring
right of way adds significant cost to the project, so we want to
minimize the impacts to property owners and the cost to the
project.”

“How will you reconcile your preferred alignment with
ours?” asks a resident.

“Your preferred alignment becomes part of our analysis of
both alignments,” says Tripousis. “All of the input is com-
pelling and helps moves the needle as to where we should go to
best serve the system and the community.”

“Why not have the trains go along 101, where it’s already
noisy?” asks a resident.

“The goal of the environmental process is to get to the least
environmentally damaging practical alternative, mitigating
impacts to the local community, homeowners and the environ-
ment that works within the confines of the projects budget and
timeline,” says Tripousis.

“You’re moving Monterey by my house and putting a
viaduct 65 feet in the air,” says a resident. “Why aren’t you
going down 101? That makes so much more sense.”

“The primary reason we’re not building on the 101 freeway
is that we’re unable to get to 101 from downtown,” says
Tripousis. “The curves on 101 also have an impact. We want
the tracks as straight as possible to maintain travel times. Also,
the median is owned by Caltrans and may be used to expand
lanes in the future.”

“You’re making a tunnel for Pacheco Pass. Why can’t we go
underground from Diridon Station to 101?” asks a resident.

“We’re making a tunnel through the pass because it’s the
only way through it,” says Tripousis. “We can’t go along
Highway 152 as it’s too curvy and we can’t build aerial viaducts
over canyons. In this corridor, Diridon to 101, we have other
practical alternatives. Also, we can’t build a tunnel at Diridon
because there’s an aquifer. The water table is very high and it
isn’t feasible. Tunnels are costly. Aerials are roughly twice as
expensive as at grade and tunnels are about five times as cost-
ly.”

“As you head south along Bernal Way and beyond, the hills
on both sides come together so any sound bounces back and
forth, and the people who live along there will be affected,” says
a resident. “Also, visually, we live there because we love seeing
the hills. Now we’re going to have to see train tracks [high in the
air]. It doesn’t make sense. No one wants this. If you push this,
you’re going to have huge opposition.”

The California High-Speed Rail Authority plans to identify
preliminary routes in the winter and spring of 2017. In the sum-
mer of 2017, they will release a draft environmental document
and hold public hearings. At the end of 2017, they will release
a final environmental document. “Key environmental consider-
ations include noise and vibrations, but not biology,” says
Preston.

California’s high-speed rail seeks to connect the state from
Sacramento to San Diego and contribute to economic develop-
ment, a cleaner environment and new jobs. They are currently
in the midst of an environmental review for the region between
San Francisco and the Central Valley and aim to have a com-
plete environmental document by the end of 2017. Locally, the
project will include San Francisco’s 4th and King Street
Station, San Francisco International Airport, San Jose Diridon
Station and Gilroy station, which could become a regional hub
for rail service from Sacramento to Salinas, Monterey and
Hollister.

Initially, high-speed rail was going to connect San Francisco
with Los Angeles first. However, with its 2016 business plan,
the California High-Speed Rail Authority changed its focus to
Northern California, utilizing $20.7 billion in existing funds:
$3.3 billion from the American Recovery and Reinvestment
Act, $9 billion from Prop 1A’s High-Speed Rail Act and 25 per-
cent state cap and trade funds (from greenhouse gas reduction
efforts).

The statewide high-speed rail budget is $64.2 billion. “To
provide equivalent transportation capacity, the state would have
to construct over 4300 freeway miles, 115 airline gates and four
runways,” says Tripousis. “The cost of those would be about
$158 billion. By comparison, the $64 billion creates the first
high-speed system in the United States, provides high-speed rail
service between Northern and Southern California and the
Central Valley…bringing those parts of the state closer togeth-
er.”

As a general rule, says Tripousis, traveling by high-speed rail
from San Francisco to Los Angeles will cost 80 percent of an
airline fare. Shorter trips will also be competitively priced.
Trains will run about every 15 minutes during the day at peak
periods (from 6 am to 9 am and 4 pm to 7 pm) and every 30
minutes off-peak to 11:30 pm.

The Phase 1 section of the high-speed rail project extends
from San Francisco to Los Angeles. Phase 2 will connect
Merced to Sacramento and Los Angeles to Anaheim. High-
speed rail service between San Francisco and Bakersfield may
be operational by 2025 and to Los Angeles and Anaheim by
2029.

“Ultimately, the goal is to be able to take a high-speed rail
train from San Francisco to Los Angeles in 2 hours and 40 min-
utes,” says Tripousis, “and from San Jose to Fresno in under an
hour. The goal is to shrink the state, increase mobility and to
serve a growing population that by 2050 will be over 50 million
in California.”

The California High-Speed Rail Authority is working closely
with its European counterparts in Spain, Italy, France and
England, as well as Japan. “We’re trying to take the best ele-
ments from all of those systems,” says Tripousis. “High-speed
rail is really going to change how people think about travel. In
France, it used to take six to eight hours to travel between Paris
and Bordeaux, and now it takes two. One of the many chal-
lenges is that we’re trying to build a cutting edge, 21st century,
high-speed rail system 50 years after everyone else, so we’re
playing catch up. The plus side is that we have many examples

to learn from…and many vehicle manufacturers to choose
from.”

“What I think is exciting about the opportunity with Diridon
Station is we have four agencies—California High-Speed Rail
Authority, the City of San Jose, VTA and Caltrain—coming
together to create a world class station environment,” says
Northern California Planning Manager for High-Speed Rail,
Bruce Fukuji. “We’re looking at best practice examples from
around the world and applying that to Diridon Station. The
area has a lot of promise for dynamic change.”

“The station environment is part of this planning,” says
Tripousis. “It’s a destination itself and we’re looking at how to
structure its design elements in an integrated way.”

Residents raised concerns regarding the noise, traffic and air
quality of high-speed rail related construction. “We will try to
mitigate that,” says Tripousis. “We will complete the environ-
mental document by the end of next year. Then we’ll do the
design work, so it will be roughly a year before full-blown con-
struction takes place. There will be about three years of con-
struction and two years of testing.”

“You’re going to go 20 miles in three years!?” says a resident.
“No, we’re going to go 84 miles in three years,” says

Tripousis.
“Good luck,” says the resident.
“Thanks,” replies Tripousis, “We’ll need it.”
Councilmember Ash Kalra, who has been instrumental in

alerting the community to high-speed rail developments and
arranged the informational meeting, shared his opinion of the
best alignment through San Jose. “High-speed rail should be at
grade through this area rather than aerial due to the impact to
the community, cost, and visual elements,” he says. “It is criti-
cal to have grade separation and a completely separate system
so people won’t be injured on the tracks, the trains won’t have
to use their horns and we won’t have cars waiting for trains. The
public should let their positions be known with their congress-
men and other representatives. It’s important to be involved and
stay informed going forward. As far as finances, environmental
impacts, grade separation and the track being at grade, it’s
important that your voices and concerns are heard. Make sure
the city, councilmembers and the Department of
Transportation are advocating for you and make sure your con-
cerns are addressed as much as possible.”

The high-speed rail board meets in Sacramento usually the first
Tuesday of every month – the schedule and agendas are on the website:
www.hsr.ca.gov. The meetings are open to the public.

San Jose Diridon Grade Alignment in-progress draft station site planning. Graphic courtesy of the California High-Speed Rail Authority 
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CAMPBELL UNITED METHODIST
CHURCH
1675 Winchester Boulevard (near
Hamilton), Campbell, 95008.
Church Office: 378-3472.
www.campbell-umc.org. E-mail us
at: campbell_umc@earthlink.net.
SUNDAY WORSHIP: 9:00 and
10:30 a.m. Handicapped, hearing-
impaired friendly facility. (Nursery
Care available). SUNDAY SCHOOL
for every age at 9:00 a.m. WHAT
YOU WILL FIND:  Youth/Young Adult
programs, Choirs for all ages,
Active Senior Fellowship, a dynamic
and diverse congregation of seek-
ers motivated to explore the ques-
tions of faith and life; opportunities
for fellowship, study, spiritual
growth and outreach. Campbell
UMC is a Reconciling Congregation
~ ALL ARE WELCOME! Campbell
UMC sponsors Bright Days pre-
school, offering a play-based,
developmentally appropriate cur-
riculum. Call 378-8422 for informa-
tion. 

CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF
ALMADEN VALLEY, UCC
6581 Camden Ave., San Jose, CA
95120
Pastor, Rev. Dr. Michele Rogers
Brigham
408 268-0243
www.AlmadenCongregational.org
We are a welcoming Church
engaged in progressive approach to
faith, worship and giving to our
local community. We are proud to
be UCC, Open and affirming (O&A)

and welcome members of the
LGBT community. We support local
Innvision Shelter Feedings once a
month, San Francisco Night
Ministry, Second Harvest Food
Bank, Church World Service, and
Communities Responding to End
Poverty.  
Worship 9:00AM, Sunday School
10:00 AM Sundays. 
1st Sundays in Worship: Holy
Communion
2nd Sunday in Worship: Folk Choir
3rd Sundays at Coffee Hour:
Round Table Disc.
4th Sundays in Worship:  Blessing
of Birthdays/Anniversaries/other
"joy" Occasions
Tuesday, AA Meetings, 8:15-9:15
PM.
Wednesdays, 9:30 AM., Women's
Study Group 

CHURCH OF CHRIST
5351 Carter Ave., San Jose 95118
408.265.5837
www.bibleroad.org
We strive to be a group of
Christians that love and honor God
and Jesus Christ in our daily lives.
We assemble each Sunday to
encourage each other through
singing, studying, praying and shar-
ing in the Lord’s supper. Simple—
just like what one reads about in
the New Testament.
Bible class at 9:30 AM
Worship at 10:30 AM
Located in south San Jose near
Kooser Rd. and Camden Ave.
(behind the Almaden Valley Athletic

Club). Come make new Christian
friends!

EAST VALLEY CHURCH
We are a Multicultural Christian
Community committed to making
Christ known to our Neighbors,
Community and World. 
Sunday Schedule: Coffee and
Conversation 9:15am Worship
9:45am, Sunday School for all ages
11:15am
Childcare is provided for all our
Sunday Services.  Our NEW
Children’s Building is Open!
Uplifting music, Biblical teaching,
ministries for Children, Youth,
College & Career, Small Groups for
all adults, Ministries to Men,
Women, Seniors, Celebrate
Recovery (Please see website for
details and meeting times
www.eastvalleychurch.com )
VBS:  June 13th  – 17th (5:45-
8:30pm) & Sports Camp:  July
18th  – 22nd (9am -12:30pm)   For
more details or to register please
visit our website
Senior Pastor – Pastor Ron
Johnson, Community-Life Pastor -
Pastor Patrick Boyd, Children’s
Ministry Co-Directors – Alyssa
Friend and Kristen Pearson
We are located at 2827 Flint Ave
(Between Tully & Norwood) San
Jose, CA 95148, Phone 408-238-
0231, e-mail info@eastvalley-
church.com
We are associated with Converge
Worldwide www.convergeworld-
wide.org

THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH IN
ALMADEN 
6581 Camden Ave. San Jose, CA
95120.  The Rev. Shelley Booth
Denney, Rector Phone:408-268-
0243 Web:www.eca-sj.org 
At the Episcopal Church in Almaden
(ECA), we are joyful followers of
Jesus Christ. Through worship,
study, fellowship and outreach, we
strive to nurture and grow a strong
faith community of believers, a
family of all ages, where each
member feels welcomed, loved,
valued and empowered to serve.
Children are especially welcomed
and cherished as an important part
of God's family. All junior high and
senior high students are welcome
to participate in our Youth Groups.
During the school year we have
joint Sunday School with our sister
church, the Congregational Church
of Almaden Valley, UCC. The
Episcopal Church in Almaden offers
the following regular opportunities
for worship: Sunday at 7:30AM and
10:45AM, Holy Communion serv-
ice. Each Sunday service is fol-
lowed by a coffee hour for friend-
ship and conversation.

EVERGREEN VALLEY CHURCH
Visit our Web Site at
wwww.evcsj.com
2750 Yerba Buena Rd. San Jose,
CA 95121. Phone: 408-274-7422.
Saturday worship is at 5 pm.
Sunday worship services at 9 am
and 11 am.. Excellent contempo-
rary Christian music and Bible-
based teaching. Nursery care and
Children’s Sunday School programs
at 9 am and 11 am. Junior High
students meet at 9am and High
School students meet at 11am.
Nuevo Comienzo: Servicio en
espanol, Domingo 4pm.

FIRST CHURCH DOWNTOWN
Worshipping at 55 N. 7th Street, in
downtown San Jose.  (Horace
Mann school) firstchurchdown-
town.com
Telephone: (408) 294-7254 x310.
We are a community serving the
Christ from the heart of the City,
working to know Jesus and make
Jesus known by serving, worship-
ping, and learning together.
Worship services are at 10:00 AM
at the Horace Mann Community
Center (7th and Santa Clara
Streets). Worship includes both
contemporary and traditional
music, a message that is relevant
to real life, based in the Bible, and
meaningful to people of all ages
and backgrounds.  We work in our
community to provide real assis-
tance and long-term, life-saving
solutions: food, housing, counsel-
ing, and spiritual direction.  Our
children's & families' ministries
include Sunday classes, outdoor
family activities such as bike rides
and fishing trips.  Come, Make a
Difference and feel the difference
God can make in your life!

HOLY SPIRIT CATHOLIC CHURCH
Faith.Knowledge.Community - this
is our promise to our members. If
you are looking for an active
Christian faith community, we invite
you to experience Holy Spirit Parish
Community. All are welcome! We
are located at 1200 Redmond
Avenue, San Jose, CA 95120.
Mass is celebrated at 8:30 a.m.

Monday - Friday. Our weekend
Mass schedule is Saturday 5 p.m.,
Sunday 8 a.m., 9:30 a.m., 11:30
a.m. and 6 p.m. Rite of
Reconciliation is every Saturday at
4 p.m. or by appointment. Our
Parish Office is open Monday -
Thursday 8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
and Friday 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Call 408-997-5100 for recorded
information or 408-997-5101 to
speak with someone in our parish
office. Information on Faith
Formation for children and adults
can be obtained by calling our
Catechetical Office at 408-997-
5115. Get in the loop with our
3sixty High School Youth Ministry
by calling 408-997-5106. Holy
Spirit School serves grades Pre-K
through 8th, and is located at 1198
Redmond Avenue. You can reach
the school office at 408-268-0794.

THE POINT CHURCH
www.ThePoint.Church
3695 Rose Terrasse Circle. San
Jose CA 95148
Located at the top of Aborn Rd and
Murillo Ave.
Come be inspired and build your
faith as we worship together this
Sunday @ 10:30 AM. KidsPoint is
our children's ministry, serving
infants through 5th grade. It is a fun
and safe experience for kids as they
grow in their walk with God. ONE is
our student ministry, serving 6th
through 12th grades. We help lead
students into a growing relationship
with Jesus through conversations,
fun and service. Because of the
diversity of Evergreen we offer
church services in 5 languages,
each with their own auditorium and
pastor.
10:30 AM English, Mandarin,
Cantonese and Cambodian.
Spanish at 1:00 PM. 

SAINT ANTHONY CATHOLIC
CHURCH
We invite you to become a part of
our hospitable, intimate Catholic
parish.  We are a caring communi-
ty, promoting spiritual growth,
reaching out to people in need and
where you get to know people by
name.  We offer children's religious
education (CREATE); Youth Ministry
(BLAST & X-STATIC); Scripture
Study (day & evening); Senior's
Group and many other adult min-
istries as well.  Saint Anthony
parish is located in Almaden Valley
at 20101 McKean Road, San Jose,
95120.  Our weekend Masses are
at 4 p.m. on Saturday at our his-
toric church at 21800 Bertram
Road in New Almaden, CA  95042
and on Sunday at 8:30 a.m., 10:30
a.m., and 5:30 p.m. at the McKean
Road location.   Our Parish Office is
open Monday 9 a.m. - 12 p.m. and
Tuesday thru Thursday, 9 a.m. - 12
p.m. and 1 - 4 p.m.  For more
information, stop by the Parish
Office or call 1+ (408) 997-4800,
or visit our website at www.church-
stanthony.com. Fr. Larry Hendel,
Pastor.

ST. BASIL THE GREAT GREEK
ORTHODOX CHURCH
6430 Bose Lane, San Jose, CA
95120
Church Office 408-268-3214    
Clergy:  Fr. Allan Boyd 
Experience our Lord Jesus Christ,
entering into His presence by wor-

shipping like the earliest Christians.
The Orthodox Christian Church is
evangelical, but not Protestant. It is
orthodox, but not Jewish. It is
catholic, but not Roman. It is NOT
non-denominational, it is pre-
denominational. It has believed,
taught, preserved, defended and
died for the Faith of the Apostles
since the Day of Pentecost 2000
years ago.  What happens when
you reunite created matter to its
Creator?  Come and see!
All are welcome to our warm, multi-
cultural Church community, where
services are done primarily in
English.  
Services are every Sunday:
8:30 a.m. Orthros/Matins (morning
prayers)
9:30 a.m. Divine Liturgy of St John
Chrysostom

ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI CATHOLIC
CHURCH
5111 San Felipe Rd., San Jose, CA
95135
408-223-1562. www.stfrancisofas-
sisi.com
www.stfrancisofassisipreschool.org
We invite you to join our communi-
ty of faith located in the Evergreen
area of San Jose. We are an inclu-
sive diverse community striving to
serve as Disciples of Jesus Christ
in the footsteps of St. Francis, offer-
ing prayerful and joyful liturgies;
evangelization, fellowship, and
service opportunities to the com-
munity. We offer spiritual opportuni-
ties for all ages, including children's
liturgy, dynamic E.C.H.O - Jr. High,
IGNITE - High School and North
Star -Young Adult Ministries, along
with small faith communities and
opportunities to help the poor and
marginalized of San Jose. Our
Preschool is the only Catholic
Preschool offering quality family
oriented service in the Evergreen
and Silver Creek areas. Our Chapel,
Gathering Hall, Parish Office,
Mission Center, Parish Gift Shop,
Memorial Garden and Preschool are
all located at 5111 San Felipe Rd. 
Please come join us to worship at
one of the following times and loca-
tions: 
St. Francis of Assisi Chapel
Saturday 5:00PM, Sunday 8:30
AM, 10:30 AM, 12:30 PM, 4:00 PM
(Mass in Vietnamese), 6:00 PM
Youth Mass
St. Francis of Assisi Gathering Hall 
Sunday 9:00 AM, Sunday11:00AM,
Igbo Mass - Second Sunday of the
month 12:30 PM
Mt. Hamilton Grange - 2840 Aborn
Road
Sunday 9:30 AM 
The Villages Gated Community
(Cribari Auditorium)
Sunday 8:15 AM
For more information, please call or
visit us at the Parish Mission Center
open M-F 9:00 AM -12:00 PM;
1:00 PM - 4:00 PM. Come join us
and share your presence with us so
that together we may grow and
share our gifts to help build God's
Kingdom!

Worship listing 
advertisements are
$495 annually. 
(408) 898-7534.
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Bass Pro Shops
recognize their
local heroes 

Bass Pro Shops is recognizing
local heroes.

The retailer is thanking local
law enforcement officers, fire-
fighters and emergency medical
technicians with a 10 percent
discount on regularly priced
merchandise at all Bass Pro
Shops with a valid ID.
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GET LISTED!
Call the Almaden Times today:

(408) 898-7534
brigitte@timesmediainc.com

DAVID & VICKI
HARRIS

2921 Villages Parkway,
San Jose

(408) 754-1572

DAN 
WALKER
Alain Pinel 
Realtors

(408) 892-4813
Dwalker@apr.com

GLORIA
ASHDOWN

(408) 398-1516
gloriaashdown@aol.com

PAT 
O’CONNOR

(408) 691-7322
poconnor@kw.com

KRAIG 
CONSTANTINO

kcreteam@gmail.com
www.KraigsListings.com

(408) 219-9122

Open Saturday
& Sunday
1:30pm-4:30pm
6724 Bitterroot
Place
$ 1,349,000
4 bed 2.5 bath
2,240+/- sqft
Therese Swan
408.656.8240

95
12
0

Sale Pending
6674 Mount
Forest Drive
$1,349,000
3 bed 2 bath
Steve Coan
Coldwell Banker
408.234.8700

95
12
0
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SAME DAY CLEAN UP & GO TRASH HAULING
We Take Everything! 

We do all loading!  Residential/Commercial
Trash Removal, Hauling Front/Backyards, Garage,

Hoarder Cleanouts, Home/Rentals Clean-ups,
YARD SERVICE, Front/Backyard cleanups,

Tree/Shrub Removal, Shed/Deck Removal. Fire safety! 
MOVING ASSISTANCE IN/OUT
Senior/Military Discounts

7 DAYS, RAIN OR SHINE!

(408) 729-0630

MORENO HAULING

Hauling

Repairs and PaintingShoe Repair

TimesClassifieds Call now to place
your ad by phone:
(408) 898-7534
“Times Classifieds

work!”

10%
DISCOUNT:

Mention this
ad!

Serving Almaden Valley since 1995

EZ Dog
Grooming 

Boarding, Training
408 646-5350

Pets

Your #1 Independent
Local News Source!

The Almaden Times

Maltapoo Puppies
4 Sale

Cutest Lil pups, 
1-black and white

male, two white males
and a Lil baby girl

female. All first set of
shots, dewormed, etc. 
Ready to go to a good

loving home. 
Sally 408-646-4406 

Clean Up






