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The Lorain Titans embraced the role of being the villains, and used it to catapult them to the best season in Lorain City Schools history.

L.orain writes book on

By Sports Editor Jon Behm » jbehm@morningjournal.com

Villains.

That is what the 2016 Lorain Titans

wanted to be.

I'll never forget when running back
Carlos Chavis explained to me why the

Titans wanted to be villains at a re-
cording of Varsity Chalk Talk.

“Even the villains get
wins,” Chavis said.

“After losing the first
two, we were tired of see-
ing the other team happy.

“We decided to be-
come the villains. Spoil
the party, ruin their good
time.

“We wanted to make
sure that they weren’t
happy after playing us.
That’s what villains do.”

Make no mistake — the
Titans were great at being
the villains.

Just ask Warrensville
Heights.

The Tigers were 3-1
heading into a Week 5 tilt
with the Titans, dreaming
of the playoffs.

Lorain put those
thoughts to bed quickly,
eviscerating the hopeful
team, 39-12.

Or, maybe ask San-
dusky.

The Blue Streaks were
6-0 and one of the top-
ranked teams in Division
I11.

Sandusky thought they
were going to roll through
the Titans.

Instead, the villains of
Lake Erie ripped a win
away when Sandusky was
just starting to feel com-
fortable.

Still not convinced?

Ask Cleveland Heights.

The Tigers rolled into
Lorain in Week 10 look-
ing to secure the Lake Erie

League title and a playoff
berth.

Instead, the Tigers be-
came the Titans’ final reg-
ular season victim and
vaulted Lorain into its
first-ever home playoff
game.

And we all know what
happened after that.

The Titans advanced to
the Division I, Region 2 fi-
nal — yet another first for
Lorain.

But, something was dif-
ferent about Lorain’s play-
off run.

It’s one of the side-ef-
fects of being a successful
villain.

People began to get be-
hind the Titans.

Fans who used to vote
against Lorain began pick-
ing it to win.

Lorain faithful began to
stretch beyond the borders
of the Steel City.

In short, the Titans be-
came the heroes.

Now, they weren’t your
typical goodie-two-shoes
hero like Superman.

No, they were more like
Deadpool.

They had swagger. They
had intimidation. And
they still had the drive to
prove themselves.

It’s the most danger-
ous type of hero. It’s also

the most successful type of

villain.
It’s the best kind of Ti-
tan.

successful villains

N g |
ERIC BONZAR — THE MORNING JOURNAL
While the Titans considered themselves villains, they found a spot in the hearts of area football fans across Northeast
Ohio.

ERIC BONZAR—THE MORNING JOURNAL
The Lorain Titans celebrate after knocking off the Dublin Jerome Celtics, 30-14, Nov. 11.

“After losing the first two, we were tired of seeing the other team happy. We decided to become the
villains. Spoil the party, ruin their good time.”

Lorain Titans running back Carlos Chavis
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Lorain Coach Dave McFarland said that it was impossible to describe what it was like watching the Titans prepare week in and week out during their historical season.

Character mattered in 2016

school history, Oct. 28.

ERIC BONZAR — THE MORNING JOURNAL

Lorain Coach Dave McFarland hugs Brandin Sturgill after beating the Cleveland Heights
Tigers, 14-13, and clinching their first Lake Erie League Conference championship in

By Dave McFarland » Lorain football coach

A man’s true character
is revealed in times of ad-
versity.

It is a true testament to
the character of our young
men that they were able to
academically and athlet-
ically excel this fall. Our
| varsity team grade-point
average was 3.2 for the fall
quarter.

Our success on the grid-
iron didn’t happen without
a strong team foundation.

Saturday morning af-
ter starting 0-2 was tough,
but life is tough. Go-
ing forward we had two
choices: give up or go to
work.

It’s impossible to ex-
press how awesome it was
to witness student athletes
practice and excel week af-
ter week after that chal-
lenging start when they

.
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might have chosen a dif-
ferent path and given up.
Character is exposed when
things are tough, and our
seniors led us day after
day, week after week to 10
straight victories.

It is easy to talk about
the wins. We came from
behind to defeat a top-
ranked Sandusky team.
The team performance
against Maple Heights was
impressive. Bedford was
a dominant performance.
The Lake Erie League
championship game
against Cleveland Heights
sent us to another level.

Entering the OHSAA
playoffs, there was an air
of confidence.

We prepared hard for
our first-ever home play-
off game. At halftime, we
were losing, but our se-
niors led with passion. The
second half was all about
resolve, character and
toughness. We dominated
the second half, beating
Lewis Center Olentangy,
34-14.

In Week 2 of the play-
offs, we faced second-
ranked Dublin. Some
thought we had no chance.
The men in our locker
room focused on prepara-
tion and blocked out the
noise. Again down at half,
our young men believed in
each other and came out
to dominate the second
half, winning 30-14.

Week 3 of the playoffs
took us to the regional

The success of Lorain Titan Football at all levels in 2016
began with emphasis on character development.

Itisatrue
testament
to the
character of
our young
men that
they were
able to
academ-
ically and
athletically
excel this
fall.

championship game. They
gave everything they had,
every drop of sweat and
every ounce of effort. They
played with great passion
and pride, taking Olen-
tangy Liberty to the last
second.

Our seniors stood tall
that night.

While losing hurts,
our seniors were heard to
make the following state-
ments: It’s not over!

We are passing the mis-
sion on to the juniors (next
years seniors). This is not
just a team. It’s a family,
and we are not done writ-
ing the book on Lorain
football.

I want to thank our
community, civic lead-
ers, faculty and students
for all the support. Spe-
cial thanks to our Lorain
safety forces. Words can-
not express how proud I
am of our team.

POWERS SERVICES LLC

Avdailable for all Seasons
Spring/Summer /Fall /Winter Clean Up
Snow Plowing/Removal

mlawn Mowing, Trimming, Mulching
Gutter Cleaning © Light Hauling
**FREE ESTIMATES**
Call John: 440-935-0428

Raymond Plumbing
Heating &

Air Conditioning
1351 Broadway, Lorain, Ohio 44052

440-244-5584

www.ravmondplumbing.com
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Lorain’s Aaron Huff (28) cradles the handoff from
quarterback Davion Dower (2), Sept. 3.

LORAIN TITANS, 2016 SEASON RECAP

Aug. 26: Midview High School, 29 - Lorain High School, 26
Sept. 3: Elyria High School, 32 - Lorain High School, 18
Sept. 9: Lorain High School, 48- Scott High School, O

Sept. 16: Lorain High School, 42 - Garfield Heights High
School, 38

Sept. 23: Lorain High School, 39- Warrensville Heights
High School, 12

Sept. 30: Lorain High School, 34 - Shaw High School, 7
Oct. 7: Lorain High School, 24 - Sandusky High School, 23

Oct. 14: Lorain High School, 44 - Maple Heights High
School, 22

Oct. 21: Lorain High School, 42 - Bedford High School, 7

Oct. 28: Lorain High School, 14 - Cleveland Heights High
School, 13

Nov. 4: Lorain High School, 34 - Olentangy High School, 14

Nov. 11: Lorain High School, 30 - Jerome High School, 14

Nov. 18: Olentangy Liberty High School, 24 - Lorain High
School, 20

RANDY MEYERS - THE MORNING JOURNAL
Lorain's Davion Dower and Daesean Brooks celebrate a touchdown in front of the Titans crowd on Aug. 26.
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Looking back at the 2016 season

OCT. 28: LORAIN 14, CLEVELAND HEIGHTS 13

28.

L.orain

claims Ist
LEL title

By Fuad Shalhout
FShalhout@MorningJournal.
com

@Shalhoutf on Twitter

The Steel City can offi-
cially celebrate.

On Oct. 28, the Lorain
Titans entered Cleveland
Heights and gutted out a
14-13 win to capture its first
outright league title since
the 1987 Admiral King team
was sole champion of the
Erie Shore Conference. It’s
the first Lake Erie League
title since 2006 when Ad-
miral King was tri-cham-
pions, and the first ever for
Lorain High.

The win also means the
Titans host a playoff game
next week in their own
backyard.

Lorain was up, 14-13,
with over two minutes in
the fourth and it was now
or never for the Titans’ de-
fense. Cleveland Heights
was driving, and on a third-
and-4 pass, the Titans got a
stop, but a critical roughing
the passer call was made,
giving the Tigers new life.
But later, on a fourth-and-1
from Lorain’s 45-yard line,
the Tigers ran a QB draw
with Cam Searight that was
snuffed out by senior line-
backer Aaron Huff to clinch
the victory.

That capped a series of
huge defensive plays the Ti-
tans made, and now Lorain
(8-2) can call itself a cham-
pion.

“At first I was thinking
they were going to pass be-
cause they were in a trips
(set),” Huff said, who also
had 80 rushing yards. “I
just made a play. We haven’t
won the LEL in a while,

and it’s a great feeling. It’s
breath-taking and we’re go-
ing to enjoy the win. Hold-
ing them to 13 points is
great, I don’t know how
many teams have done
that.”

“We started yelling
to Aaron “Draw! Draw!
Draw!,” senior linebacker
Naz Bohannon added about
the stop.

“He just went in and
blitzed and made a play.
This feels unreal right now.
After starting the season
0-2, nobody except us be-
lieved we could do it. Last
year, we had a chance to
make the playoffs and they
took it from us. This year,
we took it from them. I'm
looking forward to a big
crowd next week. We never
lose at home and we can’t
lose in front of our home
fans and continue to make
history.”

Lorain enters the post-
season on an eight-game
winning streak, the lon-
gest winning streak in Lo-
rain City Schools to end a
regular season since 1943.

Senior running back Car-
los Chavis, like he’s done
all season, helped carry the
team, setting the tone in
Lorain’s opening drive for a
4-yard rushing touchdown.
Quarterback Justin Sturgil
ran in the two-point conver-
sion for a 8-0 lead.

After a series of stops
from the Titans defense
in the second quarter,
linebacker Kelvin Torres
blocked the Tigers’ punt
from their own 48-yard line
and Bohannon returned it
to the house for a 14-0 lead
with just over four minutes
remaining in the half.

ERIC BONZAR — THE MORNING JOURNAL
Lorain Titans running back Carlos Chavis (33) stiff-arms his way past Cleveland Heights’ Rahmon Davis-Smith, on Oct.

ERIC BONZAR — THE MORNING JOURNAL

Lorain running back Aaron Huff powers ahead with
Cleveland Heights' Zaire Webb holding on Oct. 28.

“When I picked it up, I
said I have to score,” Bo-
hannon added. “Our offense
wasn’t moving too much,
but I took upon myself.”

Cleveland Heights (6-
4) responded on the ensu-
ing possession, with 2:39
remaining, when Searight
connected on an 18-yard
touchdown pass to wide
receiver Sir Summers and
cut the lead, 14-6, which re-
mained the halftime score.

With 4:50 in the third,
Lorain fumbled in its own
territory, giving the Tigers
the ball at the 17-yardline.
Three plays later, Searight
connected on a 14-yard
touchdwon pass to Reg-
gie Harris. But Cleveland
Heights opted to kick an
extra point, rather than go-
ing for two, which came
back to bite them — allow-
ing Lorain to hold on to a
14-13 lead.

Perhaps the most impor-
tant aspect of the Titans’
defense was holding Ohio
State recruit and 6-foot-5
wideout Jaylen Harris to
one catch, matching up cor-
ner Daesean Brooks one-
on-one throughout.

Chavis led the offense
with 90 rushing yards on 24

carries and one touchdown.

“Playmakers make plays,”
Chavis said.

“We just thought this
was a big game and we had
to make plays. At the be-
ginning of the season, we
weren’t a team and after
that loss to Elyria, every-
one came together as one
family. Making history for
Lorain High is going to be
memorable. It’s going to be
amemory we’re never going
to forget as a team.”

A thrilled coach Dave
McFarland has seen his
group of men mature over
his three seasons at the
helm.

“I wasn’t here, but I know
four years ago the last game
of the season was canceled
because of violence,” McFar-
land said. “These kids have
overcome a lot. I got an ac-
ademic report today for the
first nine weeks and nobody
is ineligible and our team
GPA is a 3.2. We've got men
of great character to over-
come an 0-2 start and keep
fighting. I’'m proud of our
school and kids.”

Originally published Oct.
29, 2016

NOV. 11: LORAIN 30, DUBLIN JEROME 14 (REGIONAL SEMIFINAL)

Titans top Dublin Jerome

Lorain advances to regional final

By Marissa McNees
MMcNees@MorningJournal.
com

@MarissaNM on Twitter

The history-making sea-
son continues for Lorain.

The Titans came back
from a 14-6 halftime defi-
cit to score 24 unanswered
points and defeat Dublin Je-
rome, 30-14, in a Division I
regional semifinal on Nov.
11.

The win is No. 10 on the

season for Lorain, making
it the winningest football
team in Lorain history.
“It’s about these kids. It’s
got nothing to do with the
adults,” Coach Dave Mc-
Farland said. “These young
men, all our seniors, it’s just
their leadership. I'm hoping
I can teach these kids about
perseverance and charac-
ter, and all our kids will go
a long way in life because
they’re tough Kkids...but I'm
proud of our perseverance

and how tough they are.”

Even after walking off
the field and into the locker
room, the moment still
hadn’t sunk in for a team
that has waited a long time
for a chance at a regional
championship. In fact, it
will be the school’s first-
ever appearance in a re-
gional championship game.

“Who would’ve ever
thought, elite eight?” senior
Naz Bohannon said. “I'm so
glad to get here.

“After last year we went
5-5, nobody would’ve ever

thought we could win an
LEL championship. Every-
body just said we’re the
same old Lorain. After be-
ing 0-2, we were the only
ones that said we can win
every game here on out,
and one of our coaches
said ‘Stop being the hero
and let’s be the villain. The
hero doesn’t always win,
how about we go ruin every-
body else’s season. So that’s
what we set out to do and
it’s worked for 10 straight
weeks.”

SEMIFINAL » PAGE 6

NOV. 4: LORAIN 34, LEWIS CENTER
OLENTANGY 14 (REGIONAL

QUARTERFINAL)

RANDY MEYERS — THE MORNING JOURNAL

Lorain quarterback Justin Sturgill looks for a receiver
downfield against Lewis Center Olentangy on Nov. 4.

Lorain marks its
first playolfl win,
beats Olentangy

By Scott Sommers
Sports@MorningJournal.com
@MJournalSports on Twitter

After watching the bas-
ketball team record suc-
cess over the last couple
of years, Lorain’s football
team decided to get in on
it.

In its first-ever home
football playoff game, the
third-seed and host Titans
used big plays and a stingy
defense to secure a 34-14
Division I, Region 2 quar-
terfinal win over Lewis
Center Olentangy on Nov.
4. Lorain will play Dublin
Jerome on Nov. 11 at a site
to be determined.

“I feel like our football
team is feeding off the bas-
ketball team just like the
Indians fed off the Cava-
liers,” Lorain senior wide
receiver Daesean Brooks
said. “We started 0-2 and
not too many people be-
lieved in us to finish at 8-2,
have a home playoff game
and win a playoff game.
We’re not done yet.”

Olentangy tied the
game at 14 late in the third
quarter, holding Lorain to
just four offensive plays in
the quarter. But the Titans
(9-2) got things going of-
fensively.

Junior quarterback
Justin Sturgill (12-24, 256
yards) hit Brooks (7-136)
for two big plays, taking
the Titans to the Braves’
five-yard line. Two plays
later, Brooks caught a
slant to put Lorain up 20-
14..

“I probably told my
quarterback about 40
times to just get me the
ball,” Brooks said. “Usu-
ally I never run slants be-
cause the middle is kind
of dangerous for me ...
I'd sacrifice my life going
across the middle to win
this playoff game.”

The Titans’ defense,
which made big hit after
big hit, forced the Braves
to turn the ball over on
downs on their own 35-
yard line.

The running game,
which struggled in the
first half (three yards), got
going. First Aaron Huff
ripped off a big run. On

the next play, Carlos Cha-
vis scored from 16 yards
out to make it 26-14.

With the home crowd
cheering wildly, Naz Bo-
hannon put an exclama-
tion point on the win. Pick-
ing off a pass three yards
deep in the end zone, Bo-
hannon returned it 103
yards for the final score.

Though things were
tense at times, Coach Dave
McFarland knew his team
was in a good spot.

“Our seniors were fight-
ing ... playing with great
passion and heart which is
what football is all about,”
McFarland said. “We made
some plays and once we
got that thing rolling.

“It’s fun for me and the
community, but more im-
portantly it’s fun for kids.”

Lorain had two good
chances in the first quar-
ter. They took the game’s
opening drive down to the
Braves’ 18-yard line, but
turned the ball over on
downs. After a great punt
return to set them up, Lo-
rain failed to get a first
down and suffered the
same fate as its first drive.

After dodging Lo-
rain’s scoring opportuni-
ties, Lewis Center Olen-
tangy was able to get on
the board first with Zach
Slade going in from eight
yards out. The extra point
gave the Braves a 7-0 lead
early in the second quar-
ter.

Brooks had catches of
13 and 30 yards to put Lo-
rain deep in Braves’ terri-
tory. Unlike the first two
times, the Titans capital-
ized with Aaron Huff bull-
ing his way in from a yard
out. But Lorain missed on
the conversion to trail 7-6.

The playmaking abil-
ity showed again with
Zion Cross taking a bub-
ble screen and racing 88
yards for a score to put Lo-
rain up, 14-7. Brooks threw
a key block on the play to
spring Cross.

Olentangy tied the
game at 14 before Lorain
pulled away in the fourth
quarter.

Originally published
Now. 5, 2016

RANDY MEYERS — THE MORNING JOURNAL

Lorain running back Aaron Huff picks up a block from
offensive lineman Sly Worthy on his way to a big gain
against Lewis Center Olentangy on Nov. 4.
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The Lorain Titans take the field for the first ever home game of the playoffs at George Daniel Field against Lewis Center Olentangy on Nov. 4.
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At the start of the game,
McFarland told his team
they were 48 minutes from
history, and never taking
the easy way out, the Ti-
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Get back
to living. .

tans used a 24-point third
quarter to enure the history
continues.

“That’s what we set out
to do,” Bohannon said. “We
went out (down) at halftime

. but we didn’t feel too shook

because we’ve been there
before.”

Senior Carlos Chavis led
the Lorain offense with 211
yards and a touchdown on
25 carries, while Zion Cross
added 56 yards and a touch-
down on the ground — us-
ing that super speed that
earned him a state cham-
pionship in track and field

200

when you become a
MyNorthwest Checking customer
with qualifying direct deposits.

Northwest

1-877-672-5678 | northwest.com

just a few months ago.

Cross’ teammates re-
ferred to him as a secret
weapon, a title the junior is
happy to hold.

“I like being that secret
weapon...because people
don’t really expect it and
then it just happens,” Cross
said. “(But) we’ve got weap-
ons all around.”

It’s true the Titans roster
is full of weapons — none
so secret anymore — includ-
ing a pair of freshman who
came up with game-chang-
ing turnovers in the second
half to ensure a Lorain win.

“We have two freshman
on defense...Daylin Dower
and Savon Chavis,” Bo-
hannon said. “They both
stepped up today. They
made big plays, they had
the two key interceptions
at the end, so everybody’s
just buying in.”

Lorain will face No. 1
seed Olentangy Liberty (12-
0) on Nov. 18, and the Titans
sure aren’t ready to close
this chapter of the history
books just yet.

“We just said (win an)
LEL (championship), make
the playoffs, and then once

we got here everything else
we just said, ‘Keep writing
the book.’ We’re gonna keep
writing it and keep writing
it,” Bohannon said.

“It’s relentlessness, per-
severance. It’s heart. That’s
all it is at the end of the day.
Everybody believed we were
going to win.”

“We just never give up,”
Cross added. “We just keep
going.”

Jerome finishes (9-2).

Originally published Nov.
12, 2016
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