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Community trees help get holiday season started
- By Devin Crum -

As is tradition this time of 
year, most of those who cele-
brate Christmas will get a 
Christmas tree of some 
sort to put in their 
home.

But community 
Christmas trees 
give people the 
chance to ex-
perience this 
tradition on a 
grander scale 
since not every-
one has a place for 
a tree of 10 feet tall 
or larger. And while 
the trees around eastern 
Baltimore County may not compare 
to what is in Rockefeller Center, they 
can still bring amazement and holiday 
cheer to those who see them.

For instance, the freshly installed 
Christmas tree at the Heritage Society 
of Essex and Middle River is 24 feet 
tall and is prominently displayed in 
front of the Essex-Middle River Heri-
tage Museum on Eastern Boulevard 
in Essex for all to see.

Even bigger, the Overlea community 
tree at the Overlea-Fullerton Commu-
nity Center is about 30 feet tall. And 
since that tree is still rooted in the 
ground, it will continue to grow larger 
every year.

Community trees, while they have 
roots in the past, have become a much 
more recent tradition in eastern Balti-
more County. But they have been 

gaining in popularity.
The Essex community tree 
at the Heritage Society, 

516 Eastern Blvd., dis -
played for the benefi t 
of all Essex residents, 
is a revival of an older 
tradition which used 
to see the community 

tree displayed each 
year.  The museum 

brought back the tradi-
tion a few years ago and 

it has been a popular aspect 
of the holiday season ever since.

Baltimore County sent a crew of 
workers out on Wednesday, Nov. 30 
to assist with its installation.

The tree came from the property 
of Sam Weaver, owner of Weaver’s 
Marine Service on Riverside Drive in 
Essex. Planted by his father years ago, 
the tree had been growing at an angle 
close to the house causing concern 
that a storm could knock it down onto 
the house.

As a result, since the tree had to be 
taken down anyway, Weaver decided 
to take it down intact and donate it to 
the Heritage Society. And in fact, next 
year’s tree has already been picked out 
because of another tree he has with a 

similar problem, Weaver said.
Volunteers decorated the Essex 

tree on Sunday, Dec. 4, and will hold 
the offi cial tree lighting on Saturday, 
Dec. 10, during the Heritage Society’s 
annual Christmas Open House. The 
event will feature free cookies and 
hot cocoa, plus Santa’s arrival via fi re 
truck at approximately 5:30 p.m. ac-
cording to Heritage Society President 
Terri Knachel.

Don Crockett, an organizer for the 
Rockin’ on the River music festival, 

said the festival donated $1,000 to the 
museum’s open house. He called the 
tree a “Paul Bunyan tree” in compari-
son to last year’s and said they bought 
a four-foot angel for its topper.

“This is what makes Rockin’ on the 
River so much fun to do, because we’ve 
given away $10,000 this year and we’ll 
give it away next year,” Crockett said.

Also in Essex, albeit at the other end, 
is the Rockaway Beach/Turkey Point 
community tree, on display through 

- see COMMUNITY on page 5B -

A county crew used a crane to help stand up the largest tree the Heritage Society of Essex 
and Middle River has had in many years. Photo by Devin Crum
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Area train gardens offer much more than just trains
- Article & photos by Marge Neal -

For many people, nothing elicits childhood memo-
ries of Christmas like a train garden.

If you count yourself among those miniature train 
fans, you’re in luck with three prominent holiday 
gardens, each with a unique style, in eastern Balti-
more County.

All created by volunteer efforts, the displays are 
hosted each year by the Dundalk-Patapsco Neck 

Historical Society and Museum, the Glenn L. Martin 
Maryland Aviation Museum and the Wise Avenue 
Volunteer Fire Company.

The train garden at the Dundalk historical society 
started as a small Christmas wonderland display 
20 years ago, according to founder Michael Andy. 
The Dundalk resident owned a personal collection 
of Christmas decorations and animated figures that  
was growing so much he needed some place to  
store it all. He struck up a deal in which he could 
store the collection in the society’s museum if he 
agreed to display it at the museum each year during 
the holiday season.

He agreed and the display has grown each year 
since.

“We’re calling this the 17th annual train garden  

because before that, it was just a Christmas wonderland 
without trains,” he said. “I started the display here  
in 1996 and added trains for the first time in 2000.”

What started as a small, table-top display now is a 
multi-tiered creation that uses nearly 300 square-feet 
of space.

“This isn’t a professionally built and designed 
train garden like some are, with everything to per-
fect scale,” Andy said. “This is more fun, with lots  
of fantasy and imagination.”

On a recent visit to the museum, the floor was 
covered in glitter, sawdust and other evidence of  
the construction work being done by Andy and his 
assistant, Duane Phillips.

The two men were still going through boxes and 
- see TRAIN GARDENS on page 10B -

Can you find this figurine making a snow angel in the dis-
play at the historical society? It could be part of this year’s 
scavenger hunt.
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Binkert’s
8805 Philadelphia Road

 BALTIMORE
410-687-5959
With this coupon. 

Not valid with other offers. 
Offer expires 1/31/17 • ECT

$2
OFF
your purchase of 

$20 or more
Binkert’s

8805 Philadelphia Road
 BALTIMORE
410-687-5959
With this coupon. 

Not valid with other offers. 
Offer expires 1/31/17 • ECT

$2
OFF
your purchase of 

$20 or more

Binkert’s
MEAT PRODUCTS

Serving the Community 
Since 1964

WHOLESALE AND RETAIL

For Your Holiday 
Entertaining

• Imported Sauerkraut, 
  Red Cabbage and Mustard

• Assorted Grocery Items 
  from Germany

• German Sausages
• Frankfurters
• Cold Cuts

• Salami & Ham

BUSINESS HOURS:
Weekdays 9am - 5pm

Saturday 9am - 2pm
Closed Thursday & Sunday

8805 Philadelphia Road
BALTIMORE
410-687-5959
www.binkerts.com

NEED CHRISTMAS CASH????
WE BUY ANYTHING!

EASTPOINT GOLD & SILVER
Across from Eastpoint Mall

7838 Eastern Avenue • 443-216-5000
www.jewelryloan.cashMD Lic. #929-02

CANOPY BED
18” DOLL 

FURNITURE FROM OUR 
HOME TO 
YOURS

9717 Belair Road • Baltimore • 410-665-5320
Come In Or Visit Us On Facebook - Little Lancaster Amish Made Furniture

Hours: 
Tues - Sat 10am - 5pm  
Sun 11am - 4pm 
Closed Monday

AMISH CRAFTED FURNITURE

Little
Lancaster
LittleLittle
LancasterLancaster
LittleLittle
LancasterLancaster

AMISH CRAFTED FURNITURE

ROCKING 
HORSES

Ballestone opens doors for 39th annual Holly Tour
- By Marge Neal -

The Ballestone-Stansbury House 
strikes a regal pose on a plot of land on 
Back River Neck Road near Rocky Point 
Golf Course.

For many people who drive by 
and wonder about the history of the 
house, the Christmas season offers 
the opportunity to tour the building 
while learning about how some of its 
inhabitants may have lived when the 
Ballestone Preservation Society offers 
its annual Holly Tour.

The recorded history of the land 
dates to 1659 when Walter Dickenson 
acquired it and named it for himself, 
according to the historic location’s 
website. Thomas Stansbury inherited 

the land in 1725 and renamed the 
property “Stansbury’s Claim.”

The house, still referred to by many 
as Ballestone Manor, is at least the 
second home built on the property and 
is thought to date to 1813. Baltimore 
County bought the property in 1969 
with plans to develop a park. The 
farmhouse was vandalized and allowed 
to deteriorate until The Heritage Society 
of Essex and Middle River campaigned 
to save the historic structure. The house 
was adopted by the Essex-Middle River 
Bicentennial Committee, which vowed 
to restore the house to its former glory.

Restoration began in 1974 and was 
completed in 1977, according to the 
website.

During the Christmas season, 
Ballestone-Stansbury volunteers dress 
the house up and show it off to visitors 
during its annual Holly Tour.

“Our theme this year is ‘Dreaming 
of a White Christmas,’” Preservation 
Society President Cas Groth said. “And 
the theme centers around a period 
wedding of the time.”

Both the exterior and interior of the 
building will be decked out for the 
holiday. White paper chains adorn 
many of the rooms.

The child’s room features toys and a 
Christmas tree, while another bedroom 
has the bride’s dress lying on the bed.

“The main parlor is set up for the 
wedding ceremony,” Groth said. “It 

really is so pretty, and very different.”
During the tour, guides take small 

groups of about eight people through 
the house from room to room before 

- see HOLLY TOUR on page 6B -

The Ballestone-Stansbury House is cur-
rently decorated and ready for its 39th  
annual Holly Tours. Photo by Devin Crum



East County Times Christmas Countdown December 8, 2016 Page 5B
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Merry Christmas
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MONDAY - FRIDAY 9AM - 4PM
SATURDAY 9AM - 1PM
CLOSED SUNDAY

Oak Lawn Cemetery of Baltimore County
7225 Eastern Avenue • Baltimore, MD 21224
410-285-4144 
www.oaklawncemetery.org
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Self Bathing
Is Here!
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10120 Bird River Rd.
Call for an 
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~ ~ ~ ~

- see COMMUNITY on page 9B -

the beginning of 2017 at the Rockaway Beach Volun-
teer fire hall, 2212 Seneca Road.

This tree is 15 feet tall, and the community is in  
its second year carrying out the tradition.

Residents of the community donated ornaments  
to decorate the tree, as well as the abundance of 
snacks and warm drinks for attendees of the light-
ing ceremony.

As they did last year and will continue to do for the 
life of the event, the community dedicates the lighting 
ceremony to a deserving member of the community 
who has had a special impact on the neighborhood. 
That person is then escorted from their home to the 
event by Santa and a parade of fire equipment and 
given the honor of flipping the switch to light the tree.

“This event really showcases the very best of our 
community and highlights why it’s such a special 
place,” said Kevin McDonough, vice president of the 
Rockaway Beach/Turkey Point Improvement Asso-
ciation. “It brings together young and old to ring in 
the holidays in a spirit of good will and friendship.”

A few miles away in Overlea, their community 
tree tradition stretches just one year longer than  
Turkey Point’s. Their tree at 7209 Belair Road will  
be lit with more than 600 feet of lights on Saturday, 
Dec. 10, at 7 p.m.

The tree lighting event is touted as one that brings 
together community business partners to create a 
memorable evening. For example, Sippel Electric 
hangs the lights on the tree and the Parkville Home 
Depot supplied the lights. Carrabba’s Italian Grill in 
Overlea and the White Marsh Volunteer Fire Com-
pany provide delicious sweet treats and hot choco-
late, and Raymond Geddes and Company brings 
gifts for the children.

Additionally, the fire company will be bringing 
Santa on their fire engine, the St. Michael’s Elementa-
ry School choir will sing Christmas carols and Larry 
Daniels will perform “The Night Before Christmas.”

“It’s very tall,” said Overlea Community Associa-

COMMUNITY
- continued from page 2B -

Hundreds gathered with excitement as the Rockaway 
Beach and Turkey Point communities in Essex lit up their 
inaugural community tree in 2015. File photo.

The Overlea community tree remains rooted on the grounds 
of the Overlea-Fullerton Community Center so that it can 
continue to grow taller every year. File photo.
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STAY SAFE AND WARM 
THIS HOLIDAY SEASON

$10 OFF Chimney Cleaning through 1/31/17
With This Ad. Not Valid With Any Other Offer. Limit One Coupon Per Person.

Featuring a large selection of fi replaces, wood, gas, corn, pellet stoves 
and inserts by Lennox, Napoleon, Enviro and Timberwolf.

Gift Certifi cates Available. FREE Estimates. 100% Guaranteed.

FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED FOR 36 YEARS

$150 OFF All Stoves in-stock through 1/31/17*

* With Purchase of Stove $1000 or more. Prior Sales Excluded.

410-477-9144

6921 Golden Ring Road 
(Just Minutes Off 695 & Philadelphia Rd.)

6136 Ebenezer Rd, Middle River, MD 21220 • 410-335-6286 
DRAYERSFLORIST.COM

DRAYER’S FLORIST 
WISHES YOU 

A VERY MERRY 
CHRISTMAS!CHRISTMAS!

FLORIST
Daily Delivery
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operated at the 
same location for 
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Old North Point Rd. & German Hill Rd. 410-285-2245

Old North Point Rd. & German Hill Rd. 410-285-2245
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CAR WASH
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CAR WASH
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410-285-2245
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$2 OFF
Package
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$1 OFF
Any Car Wash*

*One Coupon Per Car Wash.
Coupon Expires 12/31/16 • ECT

Old North Point Rd.
& German Hill Rd. 

410-285-2245

ALL NEW 
EQUIPMENT 
FEATURING 
THE LATEST 

TECHNOLOGY.

THE CHRISTMAS GIFT 
THAT GIVES ALL YEAR!

GET ONE 
FREE!

BUY $100 WORTH
        OF GIFT CARDS... 

PLATINUM PLUS
WASH

$30 VALUE

ending in the kitchen building for 
cider and cookies while enjoying the 

HOLLY TOUR
- continued from page 4B -

warmth of a fi re, Groth said. This year, 
visitors will be able to buy homemade 
breads and other items, including 
sweets and cider. The gift shop also 
offers merchandise that “would make 
great Christmas gifts,” according to a 
statement from the group.

“The house is decorated with 
gorgeous, gorgeous stuff,” Groth said. 
“The period dishes for the wedding 
dinner, the decorations, the furniture - 
it’s really worthwhile to come.”

The 39th annual Holly Tour will be 
held from 5 - 8 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 10, 
and from 2 - 8 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 11. 
Admission is $5 for adults and $1 for 
children 12 and younger. Ballestone-
Stansbury House is at 1935 Back River 

Neck Road in Essex. In case of bad 
weather, call 410-887-0218 to verify the 
tours are on as scheduled.

In the past, the house has been decorated to show a traditional holiday dinner and decora-
tions as shown here. The theme for the Holly Tours changes every year. File photo
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410-686-0511

213 Eastern Blvd. 
(1 Block South of Mace Ave.)

Holiday Gift Certifi cates
The Perfect Stocking Stuff er

Use Both Coupons and Save $20

Includes: Lube, Filter, Vacuum & Much More! 
FREE FLUID TOP OFF 

FOR 3 MONTHS OR 3,000 MILES
With this coupon. Not valid with any other promotions. 

Present at time of purchase. Offer expires 1/11/17
Jiffy Lube • 213 Eastern Blvd. • ECT

$10 OFF
Jiffy Lube 

Signature Service®

FOR 3 MONTHS OR 3,000 MILES

SAVE $10 
When you purchase one of the following services:
• Fuel  System 
 Cleaning Service
• Gearbox Service
• Radiator Service

• Transmission Fluid
 Replacement
• Serpentine Belt Replacement
• Fuel Filter Replacement

With this coupon. Not valid with any other promotions. 
Present at time of purchase. Offer expires 1/11/17

Jiffy Lube • 213 Eastern Blvd. • ECT

ESSEX

Frazier
Fir

from 
table 
tops 
to 10’

FRESH CUT

Chapel Hills 
Farm & Nursery

4356 Chapel Road | Perry Hall, MD 21128 | 410-256-5335
www.chapelhillsfarmandnursery.com
DIRECTIONS: From Beltway, North on Belair Road to 9600 block Belair Road, 
turn right on Chapel Road. 8/10 mile to nursery on left.

• Fresh Wreaths - 
  Decorated & Plain 
• Door Swags • Roping Greens 
• Poinsettias • Holly 
• Window Bows

Collectible Christmas ornament features Heritage Fair
- Article and photo by Marge Neal -

Heritage Fair, the community festi-
val that was supposed to be a one-time 
affair as Greater Dundalk’s celebration 
of the nation’s bicentennial in 1976, 

held its 40th anniversary festival this 
past summer.

That longevity is being honored this 
Christmas season with an ornament 
issued by the Dundalk-Patapsco Neck 
Historical Society. The latest edition in 
a series of collectible glass balls start-
ed by the Dundalk Chamber of Com-
merce in 1986 features artwork of the 
Heritage Park gazebo as well as the 
iconic park entrance archway.

The ornaments are available at the 
museum for $10 each, according to 
museum volunteer Theresa Rodriguez. 
And in what could be good news for 
collectors missing an edition or two, 
there are limited quantities of a few 
previous ornaments available.

“Some of the older ones are $5,” 
Rodriguez said. “We’re trying to clean 
them out, and they make nice gifts.”

The historical society took over the 
ornament project in the late 1990s, ac-
cording to society President Jean Walk-
er, with the festive glass balls honoring 
local lighthouses, schools, landmarks, 
special events and businesses.

The Strand Theater, Francis Scott 
Key Bridge, the Battle of North Point 
and the Star-Spangled Buoy are among 
the local icons featured on previous 
ornaments. The entire collection is on 
display at the museum through the 
holiday season.

Ornaments honoring Todd’s Inheri-
tance, the 4th of July parade, Logan 

Field, Dundalk High School, the 
Dundalk fl ag and Dundalk Elementary 
School are still available, according to 
the group’s website.

The museum’s gift shop also offers 
a variety of Dundalk-centric items, 
including books, T-shirts, coffee mugs, 
beer steins and Dundalk postcard 
collections.

One new hot item this year is 
“Dundalk’s Family Favorites,” a cook-
book fi lled with recipes submitted by 
society members.

“They’re really popular,” volunteer 
Debi Zimmerman said during a recent 
visit to the museum. “They’re selling 
like hotcakes.”

One woman called from South Caro-
lina and asked to have five copies 
reserved for her, according to Walker.

“She’s coming in to town to meet 
with some old high school friends 
and she wants to give them each one 

The Ateaze Senior Center, 7401 
Holabird Ave. in Dundalk, invites 
members of the community to attend 
its Christmas festivities from 5:30 to 
7 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 11.

The event will include the Christmas 
tree lighting,  a visit from Santa Claus 
(who will arrive at 6 p.m. on a fire 

truck), Christmas caroling and chil-
dren’s activities.

Canned goods and other nonperish-
able food items will be collected and 
donated to the Family Crisis Center.

For more information, call the 
center, 410-887-7233.

Ateaze seniors 
to hold Christmas tree lighting

as a gift,” she said. “She’s hoping they 
don’t come in to get their own copy.”

The museum, at 4 Center Place in 
the Dundalk Village Shopping Center 
district, is open from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Monday through Friday. For more 
information, call 410-284-2331
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FROSTEE TREE FARM

8926 COWENTON AVE., WHITE MARSH
410-391-5113 | 410-256-5560

EVERY FRIDAY, 
SATURDAY & SUNDAY

8 AM - DARK
From Now Until Christmas

SPECIAL
WHITE PINE  $55 & UP
DOUGLAS FIR, 
BLUE SPRUCE 
& NORWAY SPRUCE $65 & UP

9,000 TREES TO CHOOSE FROM

CUT 
YOUR 
OWN

THE
GOLD MINE

ESSEX • 401 Eastern Blvd. • 410-780-GOLD

We Buy and Sell: Gold / Silver Jewelry | Electronics | Memorabilia | Anything of Value...

We Are Family Owned 
Buy / Sell / Trade

10% BONUS On Sales or
10% OFF On All Purchases

With this coupon.

MD LIC.# 2221

MINEMINE
s

MINEMINE
SHOP EARLY WITHCHRISTMAS LAYAWAY!

ESSEX 
PAWN
ESSEX ESSEX 
PAWNPAWN 10KT & 14KT RINGS, BRACELETS, NECKLACES and More......

WE HAVE A

 HUGE 

SELECTION 
OF JEWELRY AT 

UNBELIEVABLE 
PRICES

SELECTION

FLAT 
SCREENS!

19” - 60”
Starting at $50
Many to Choose!!

Lic. #803

SAVE $$$ ON YOUR 
HOLIDAY BLINGS 
AND THINGS AT

ESSEX PAWN
138 Eastern Blvd. ESSEX 410-687-5045 

LAY-AWAY!
Always Top Dollar 

Paid For Gold!!!

Great Time
to PAWN! 
BORROW 
the CASH

NOW 
& Pay Us Back 

Tax Time (30 Days)

SINCE 
1991

WHY 
PAY 

RETAIL? 
HOLIDAY BLINGS 

ESSEX ESSEX 
PAWNPAWN

14KT
DIAMOND

RINGS

Santa Claus is coming to town - with the help of  our volunteer fire stations
Every year the local fi re departments 

lend Santa a helping hand by giving 
him a lift around town to do last minute 
check-ins on little boys and girls. Usu-
ally, he’s loaded with an abundance of 
candy canes. This year will be no dif-
ferent, with many local stations doing 
Santa details leading up to Christmas.  
So fi re up the hot chocolate or hot cider 
and crank up the Bruce Springsteen, 
because “SAAAANTA CLAUS IS 
COMIN’ TO TOWN!” Check the list be-
low to fi nd out when and where Santa 
will be over the next couple weeks.

Kingsville VFC
Starting on Dec. 17, Santa will be vis-

iting different parts of Kingsville until 
Dec. 21. The fi re truck carrying Santa 
will leave the Kingsville Firehouse 

each night at 6 p.m. Below is a com-
plete list of his route.

Dec. 17: Sheradale Drive to Heath-
cote Drive to Lynn Drive to Ruxford 
Drive to Mt. Vista Road to Charlund 
Drive to Cedar Lane/Towood Road to 
Juniper Road to Raphel Road to King-
top Drive to Silver Spruce Terrace to 
Bellvue Avenue to Patrick Way to Wil-
don Court to Days Wood Court.

Dec. 18: Franklinville Road to Chap-
man Road to Redstone Road to Caspi-
an Road to Bluestone Road to Yellow-
stone Road to Hammond Glen Court 
to Cedar Lane to Cross Road to Hill-
side Road to Jerusalem Road to Jerusa-
lem Glen Court to Glenbauer Road to 
Jerusalem Mill Court to Celabrie Court 
to Kings Glen Court to Darney Court 

to Buckhill Road.
Dec. 19: Longfi eld Drive to Long 

Creek Court to Longknoll Way to Mt. 
Vista Road to El Ray Road to Gontrum 
Road to Connection Court to Longbot-
tom Court to Batter Brook Court to 
Harford Road to Vista View Court to 
Country Hill Court New Cut Road to 
Lee Ben Road to Kings Gate Drive to 
Heritage Hills Court to Conner Court 
to Wesley Woods Court.

Dec. 20: Merrywood Drive to Ridge 
Cliff Court to Bellman Court to Upland 
Road to Wilson Avenue to Louise Ave-
nue to Regwood Road to Catalpa Road 
to Lewis Road to Tyla Lane to Drew 
Court to Sanfi eld Road to Palmway 
Court to Baldwin Gate Road to Stoney 
Batter Road.

Dec. 21: Miller Road to Gunridge 
Circle to Foxhill Road to Meeting 
House Road to Marilynn Road to Perry 
Hall Road to Perry Land Court to Kraft 
Hill Road to Schroeder Avenue to Ad-
ams Way to Flintlock Court to Colen-
bourne Road to Gunview Farm Court 
to Powder Farm Court to Forge Road 
to Jordan Way to Kyle Creek Court to 
Gunforge Road Carlyn Road to Forge 
Park Road to Piney Park Road Falls 
View Court to Falls Park View Court 
to Falls Park Road to Richlyn Drive to 
Forge Valley Court.

Bowleys Quarters VFC
Unfortunately, the Santa detail for 

Bowleys Quarters got started on Dec. 
2, so many areas have already been vis-
ited. But if you missed Santa’s earlier 
visits, you still have time to see him. 
Dec. 12 is set aside as a rain date.

Dec. 8: Santa will be visiting the Car-
roll Island Shopping Center and Long 

Beach beginning at 6 p.m. 
Dec. 9: Santa will be visiting Wil-

l iams Estates Mobile Home and 
Stevens Road beginning at 6 p.m. 

Dec. 10: Santa will be visiting Car-
rollwood beginning at 5 p.m.

Dec. 11: Santa will be visiting Seneca 
beginning at 5 p.m.  

Rockaway VFC
The Rockaway VFW will once again 

be holding a Santa detail on Dec. 16 
and 17. On Dec. 16, Santa will make 
his way around all of the Turkey Point 
Road area, and on Dec. 17 he’ll be visit-
ing most of the Back River Neck and 
Holly Neck areas. 

White Marsh VFC
The White Marsh VFC will also be 

taking Santa around town between 
Dec. 17 and Dec. 24, but as of press 
time (Dec. 1) the routes have not been 
set. That information can be found on 
their facebook page at www.facebook.
com/wmvfc.
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HOURS:  Mon. - Fri. 10am - 4pm • Sat. 10am - 1pm

410-527-1466

Donations are tax deductible. Financial info. is available upon request. Write: Defenders of Animal Rights. Or, for cost of copying/postage, contact 
MD Secretary of State; State House; Annapolis, MD 21401 or the VA Div. of Consumer Affairs. FL residents: Reg/Financial info. obtained from Div. of 
Consumer Services, toll free 800-435-7352 within state. Reg. does not imply endorsement, approval, or rec. by the state. FL Reg. CH 961.

DIRECTIONS: 695 Exit 26B, go 6 miles on York Rd. One block north of Valley View Farms, 
turn right onto Ashland/Papermill Rd. 4-1/2 miles south to Old York Rd., turn left.

www.adopt-a-pet.org

Defenders of Animal Rights, Inc.
14412 Old York Road, P.O. Box 25, Phoenix, MD 21131 DEFENDERS OF ANIMAL RIGHTS, INC.

14412 Old York Rd., P.O. Box 25, Phoenix, MD 21131

Name
Address
City/State/ Zip

Please remember Defenders of Animal Rights, Inc. in your will.

 Here is my tax-deductible gift of $__________ to help Jack and other shelter animals.
 Please send me ________ packs of holiday cards at $15 a pack.

Clip & Mail To:

~ Please take homeless pets to a shelter. Adopt a pound pet. Spay/neuter pets. Report Cruelty to your local Animal Control. ~

tion President Carol Stover of the tree itself. “They 
need a cherry picker to get the lights around the 
top of it.”

Stover said the event had grown from the fi rst year 
to the second and they are hoping to continue that 
trend this year. She noted that the attracted between 
100 and 200 people to the event in both previous 
years.

“We’re hoping to do at least that this year,” she 
said.

Stover said their tree lighting is one of the signa-
ture events for the community that they have been 
trying to grow. It goes together with their summer 
arts festival and fall farmers market, both of which 
have been successful.

“We pour our hearts into [the community tree] 
and we plan really well, and we have a lot of 
people helping to put all the pieces together,” Stover 
commented.

She believes they have been lucky with the event 
as well.

COMMUNITY
- continued from page 5B -

“I think people in this area have wanted to have 
some fun things to participate in and to connect 
together,” Stover explained. “And I think it has 
given us a stronger sense of community.”

Courtesy of Geddes and Company, children in 
the community receive gifts from Santa at the event, 
including toys, books, coloring materials and school 
supplies.

“It’s a very local, very home-grown kind of event, 
and people like it,” Stover said, adding that many 
are just in the mood for it at this time of year.

“We do believe that it brings the community 
together,” giving them something to participate in 
and look forward to. “It’s a happy kind of feeling.

Last year, the Overlea community also conduct-
ed a Christmas decoration contest for homes in the 
community. But details for that this year had not yet 
been fi nalized as of this writing.

And of course, there is the official Baltimore 
County tree currently on display at the seat of county 
government in Towson.

While this tree is not on the 
east side, it is displayed for 
every Baltimore County 
citizen to enjoy - not 
just those who live in 
Towson.

It is an artifi cial 
tree, but neverthe-
less stands 35 feet 
tall, dwarfi ng the 
rest. Put up and 
decorated by the 
Towson Chamber 
of Commerce, it will 
grace the community’s 

The Essex community tree at the Heritage Society was for-
merly much smaller and artifi cial. But it was still warmly 
accepted as the tradition was renewed in the community. 
File photo

Though not in eastern Baltimore County, the Towson tree 
still stands each year as the offi cial tree for all county citi-
zens. File photo

Santa Claus attended both the Towson and Rockaway 
Beach/Turkey Point tree lightings and will also attend the 
Essex and Overlea events with the help of the various fi re 
companies with which he partners. File photo

Olympian Park, at the corner of Allegheny Avenue 
and the traffi c circle, into the new year.
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Polish Treasures Inc.
429 South Chester Street 

(Across from Holy Rosary Church)
Baltimore, MD 21231 • 410-563-8760

CHRISTMAS HOURS:
Monday - Friday 10 am - 6 pm • Tuesday 10 am - 8 pm

Saturday 10 am - 5 pm • Sunday 10 am - 1 pm

• Ornaments
• Cook Books
• Religious Items 
• Wood Carved Art
• Books on Polish History, Customs & Traditions 

Fine Imported Gifts from Poland 
Christmas Display Room Open Year-Round

Online Catalog: www.polishtreasures.com
Packages to Poland and Eastern Europe

• Nativity Sets
• Christmas Carols
• Dolls
• China & Porcelain 

&
ROLL-OFF
SERVICE

&
ROLL-OFF
SERVICE
Kingsville, Md

443-286-3284

DUMPSTER RENTALS
10 Yard, 15 Yard, 
& 20 Yard Dumpsters
Next Day Service
7 Days a week

$10 OFF
ANY SIZE DUMPSTER

EXPIRES 12/31/16
JrsHaulingLLC.com

unpacking decorations and 
figurines to add to the 
growing and crowded 
display.

Visitors will once 
again be invited 
to participate in a 
scavenger hunt, 
which challenges 
them to fi nd spe-
cifi c features in the 
display.

The garden will 
be open from noon to 
8 p.m. seven days a week, 
with the exception of Christmas 
Day, Dec. 25, when the display will 
closed at 5 p.m. and remain closed for 
the rest of the day. Normal hours will 
resume Dec. 26 and continue through 
Jan. 2.

TRAIN GARDENS
- continued from page 3B -

As one would expect, the train 
garden at the Glenn L. Martin avia-
tion museum includes planes.

The holiday display of mini-
ature planes and trains will 

be open during regular 
museum hours, 11 a.m. 
- 3 p.m. Wednesday 
to Saturday through 
Jan. 14, according 
to volunteer Mary 
Ann Pomerleau.

This year’s dis-
play is “larger and 

improved from last 
year,” according to 

Pomerleau.
Admission to the muse-

um, which includes the holiday 
display, is $3 for adults and $1 for chil-
dren. The museum is in Hangar 5, at 
Martin State Airport, 701 Wilson Point 
Road in Middle River.

For more information, call 410-682-
6122 or visit www.mdairmuseum.org.

The Wise Avenue Volunteer Fire 
Company continues its train garden 
tradition that began in 1981. The vol-
unteers decided to take on the chal-
lenge after the decades-old traditional 
garden hosted by the Dundalk Fire 
Station closed in 1978, according to the 
group’s website.

Upon hearing that the Wise Avenue 
group was renewing the tradition, 
Dundalk firefighters donated their 
garden items and Wise Avenue was 
able to double the size of the garden 
previously hosted by the Dundalk 

station. The fi rst Wise Avenue garden 
was 10 feet wide and 32 feet long, ac-
cording to the website, and attracted 
more than 16,000 visitors.

The garden changes every year, and 
this year the display will include a big 
circus scene, a section that has a Hal-
loween theme and an Inner Harbor 
area, complete with tall ships in the 
harbor and the Navy’s Blue Angels fl y-
ing overhead, according to volunteer 
Jerry Schisler.

Immense detail and countless moving parts contribute to making the Dundalk-Patapsco 
Neck Historical Society’s train garden the holiday spectacle it has become.

About 10 volunteers start building 
the display during the second week in 
October to prepare for the event that 
now attracts nearly 30,000 visitors each 
year, Schisler said.

The Wise Avenue VFC’s hall is at 214 
Wise Ave. in Dundalk. The train gar-
den is open from noon to 9 p.m. Sat-
urday and Sunday and from 6 - 9 p.m. 
Monday through Friday through Jan. 
8. Admission is $1 for adults and free 
for children under 7.

Duane Phillips (left) and Michael Andy put 
in countless hours assembling the display 
each year at the historical society.
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For Quality, Value, Exceptional Service,
We have it all here at “Dundalk Florist Inc.”

LET OUR STAFF BE YOUR HOLIDAY HELPERS
Check out this list . . .

Fourth Generation Owned Business  
August Koch Jr., Owner/ President

For Quality, Value, Exceptional Service,
We have it all here at “Dundalk Florist Inc.”

Our family, serving your family.

Any Purchase of
$15.00 or more

Coupons must be redeemed at time of 
purchase. Not to be combined with any other 
offers or discounts. Not valid on Wire Orders. 

Coupon expires 12/19/16 • ECT
DUNDALK FLORIST

Any Purchase of
$25.00 or more

Any Purchase of
$35.00 or more

$2.00 OFF $3.00 OFF $4.00 OFF

Dundalk Florist Inc.
7233 German Hill Road

410-284-1600 • 410-282-8787
www.dundalkfl orist.com

Mon-Fri 8am-7pm / Sat 8am-6pm / Sun 8am-4pm

Over
100 Years

in Business
Est. 1910

HOMEGROWN
POINSETTIAS
“The prettiest you’ll ever see”.

“God Creates - 
We Cultivate” 

Dundalk Florist Inc. Est. 1910

LARGE GIFT STORE INSIDE A FLORIST!

• Handmade fresh & silk
  Christmas arrangements
  & wreaths
• Handmade Christmas
  cemetery memorial designs
• Fruit, and Snack Baskets
• Russell Stover
  & Whitman Candy
• Jewelry • Purses
• Christmas Ornaments 
  Santas, Angels & more
• Gifts for men
• Many other unique
  gift ideas
• Holiday Flags

Flowers By Wire.
We Can Help You 

Send Flowers 
Worldwide.

Coupons must be redeemed at time of 
purchase. Not to be combined with any other 
offers or discounts. Not valid on Wire Orders. 

Coupon expires 12/19/16 • ECT
DUNDALK FLORIST

Coupons must be redeemed at time of 
purchase. Not to be combined with any other 
offers or discounts. Not valid on Wire Orders. 

Coupon expires 12/19/16 • ECT
DUNDALK FLORIST

FULL 
SERVICE 
FLORIST
Delivery 
Available

             To benefi t:
WHITE MARSH VOLUNTEER FIRE CO.

(Held at White Marsh Volunteer Fire Station)
5419 Ebenezer Rd. • White Marsh, MD

NOW THRU DEC. 23RD

CHRISTMAS TREE

             To benefi t:
WHITE MARSH VOLUNTEER FIRE CO.

CHRISTMAS TREE

WHITE MARSH VOLUNTEER FIRE CO.

CHRISTMAS TREE

             To benefi t:
WHITE MARSH VOLUNTEER FIRE CO.

CHRISTMAS TREE

FRASIER FIR  Sizes 5’ to 11’

WREATHS • W
HITE PINE 

& FRASIER FIR ROPING

For info., call 410-335-5112
www.wmvfc.org

SAT & SUN 10AM - 9PM 
DAILY 2PM - 9PM

Santa will visit 
on weekends!
Bring Your Cameras!

Luminaria Night gives Dundalk a ‘peaceful’ look at Christmastime

- By Marge Neal -
Downtown Dundalk will take on the 

look of an old-fashioned village center 
on Dec. 16, when area businesses, or-
ganizations and churches participate 
in the annual Luminaria Night.

The event ,  sponsored by the 
Dundalk-Patapsco Neck Historical 
Society, the Dundalk Renaissance Corp. 
and Dunmanway Apartments, started 
several years ago when historical 
society members put the luminarias 
- votive candles in white lunch bags 
weighed down with some sand - 
around the society’s museum, Heri-
tage Park and Veterans Park.

The result was so positive that orga-
nizers decided to expand the program, 
according to coordinator Joe Stadler. 
The project has expanded out of Old 
Dundalk, with Merritt Park Baptist, 

Eastern Assembly of God, 
Patapsco United Meth-
odist, Our Lady of Hope 
Catholic and Inverness 
Presbyterian churches participating, 
according to Stadler.

“And here in St. Helena, the resi-
dents of Maple, Detroit and Cleveland 
Avenues lined the sidewalks with 
candles,” he said.

“To me, it just looks so peaceful and 
quiet and pretty,” he said. “Even with 
traffi c on Dundalk Avenue, it’s just 
peaceful and calming.”

Last year, the event was stifl ed by 
windy conditions on both the original 
and inclement weather dates, Stadler 
said, even though some hardy folks 
went ahead and attempted to display 
their candles.

It costs groups nothing to partici-

pate, Stadler said. The DRC buys all of 
the candles, Dunmanway Apartments 
management provides the sand and 
the historical society buys the white 
lunch bags. Groups tell Stadler how 
many candles they need to decorate 
their perimeters and he delivers all 
the materials to them.

“All they have to do is line up volun-
teers to put the candles out and remove 
them at the end of the night,” he said.

Participants are instructed to light 
their candles by 6 p.m. and remove 
them by 10 p.m. Any residents not of-
fi cially participating are encouraged to 
put out candles on their own if they’d 
like to add to the effort.

To add more holiday flavor to the 
event, residents are encouraged to 
gather between 6 - 6:30 p.m. at the his-
torical society’s museum building at 
4 Center Place in the Dundalk Village 
Shopping Center for Christmas carol-
ing. Keyboardist Jay Walton sets up 
in the front lawn of the museum and 
Christmas song books will be handed 
out for carolers to follow. About 60 
singers participated last year.

The society’s train garden, designed 
by volunteer Michael Andy, will be 
open during the event.

“The event is a just a pretty thing 
to witness; it’s a hometown, old-fash-
ioned event,” Stadler said. “We’re 
hoping it catches on and becomes a 
thing our area is known for.”

In case of bad weather, the event will 
be held Dec. 17.

Luminarias line the 
sidewalk at Heritage 

Park during Luminaria 
Night. File photo

Dundalk Shopping Center all lit up with luminarias has a 
calming effect on those who witness it. Courtesy photo
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Holly Hill
M E M O R I A L  G A R D E N S

MERRY CHRISTMAS
From Our Family 

at Holly Hill to Yours

GROUND BURIALS
MAUSOLEUMS

CREMATION

Holly Hill
M E M O R I A L  G A R D E N S
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