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EDUCATION OUTCRY: Broken Arrow Chamber of Commerce
President and CEO Wes Smithwick speaks during a Nov. 21 press
conference of local and regional city, chamber of commerce and
education leaders that was held to discuss the current crisis in
teacher pay and to call for regional collaboration to help in resolv-
ing the issue. Also pictured are, from left, BAPS School Board
President Cheryl Kelly, BAPS Superintendent Dr. Jarod Mendenhall,
City Manager Michael Spurgeon and Mayor Craig Thurmond. (See
story on page 16).

REHABILITATION HOSPITAL: In October, regional leaders gath-
ered to break ground on the St. John Rehabilitation Hospital, affiliated
with HealthSouth, located at 1200 W. Albany Dr. From left are Wes
Smithwick, Broken Arrow Chamber president and CEO; Mark Tarr,
HealthSouth executive vice president and COO; Jeff Nowlin, St. John
Medical Center president and COO; David Nicholas, St. John
Rehabilitation Hospital CEO; Kathy Smarinsky, St. John Medical
Center vice president of clinical services; Congressman Jim
Bridenstine; Frank Brown, HealthSouth regional president; and Jono
Helmerich, St. John Health System board member. The freestanding
inpatient rehabilitation hospital will include 40 private rooms, special-
ized for various patient needs and provide comprehensive physical
rehabilitation services.

TOPPING OUT: Broken Arrow School Board of Education member
Dr. Theresa Williamson signs the beam to be used during the topping
out ceremony of BAPS’ 15th elementary school, under construction at
71st Street and 209th East Avenue. Construction is planned to be com-
pleted by the 2017-18 school year.
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NEW ELEMENTARY: Construction continues on Broken Arrow
Public Schools’ Elementary No. 15 at 71st Street and 209th East
Avenue. The school will accommodate up to 900 students with
amenities, including a media center, full-size gymnasium that will
act as a tornado safe room, music room, art room, and science room.
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NSUBA, which serves approximately
3,494 students, celebrated its 15th anniver-
sary in August. 

The campus primarily serves non-tradi-
tional students and offers state-of-the-art
facilities, small classes, flexible sched-
ules, affordable tuition, and experienced
faculty and staff.

Five colleges and one library later,
NSUBA has ushered in
a wave of possibilities
for community stake-
holders.

With 33 undergraduate majors, 25 under-
graduate minors,18 graduate majors and
certificate options, the campus’ newly
appointed Dean Dr. Roy Wood explains that
NSUBA is considering degrees that would

add value to the communities it serves.
“Our faculty and leadership stay in touch

with the community to ensure that our
degrees meet potential employers’ needs.
Hearing this ‘voice of industry’ is impor-
tant to ensure that our students can step
in to good paying jobs,” Wood explains.

NSUBA’s academic instruction
emphasizes hands-on learning in the

classroom and experi-
ential training via
internships. This
methodology mutually

benefits students and the community.
Students graduate with a practiced skill set,
confidence in their abilities and a strong
sense of what the world of work expects
from them.

15 YEARS: City and state representatives stand with
NSU administrators including Dr. Ed Huckeby, sec-
ond from left, former NSU associate vice president;
Dr. Mark Arant, fourth from left, NSU provost & vice
president of Academic Affairs; Dr. Steve Turner, sec-
ond from right, NSU president; and Dr. Roy Wood,
right, NSUBA dean.

Courtesy NSUBA
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HAPPY HOLIDAYS: Downtown
Tulsa is aglow with holiday lights
and activities with the ninth annual
Winterfest hosting much activity,
including ice skating and
Oklahoma’s largest Christmas Tree,
above.   The tree and rink are locat-
ed just south of the BOK Center.

READY TO LEAD: Tulsa Mayor-Elect G.T. Bynum was the keynote
speaker at the Land Legacy Dinner with the theme “Green Space
Matters.”  Bynum was hosted by Land Legacy Director Michael Patton,
right.  The event was held at Centennial Park Nov. 1.  

UNITED WAY CELEBRATION: Tulsa Area United Way President
and CEO Mark Graham prepares to announce the amount of money
raised during the 2016 campaign, which was more than $25 million. At
right is loaned executive Emeka Nnaka at the event, held at Bond Event
Center in downtown Tulsa on Nov. 10.

SUPPORTING DEMOCRACY:
On Nov. 4, TYPros hosted an early
voting party at the Tulsa County
Election Board, 555 N. Denver
Ave., to provide Tulsa Public
Schools students an opportunity to
learn about public service and
democracy-in-action.

INAUGURAL DAV 5K: The
Disabled American Veterans and
presenting sponsor American
Airlines hosted the inaugural DAV
5K at Guthrie Green Nov. 5, an event
to honor veterans.  Motorcycle rid-
ers led the event, followed by run-
ners, rollers and walkers.
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TEN PEOPLE WE WATCHED IN 2016

G.T. BYNUM KELLY DUNKERLEY MOMODOU CEESAY JEFFREY T. DUNN DR. DEBORAH GIST 

Kelly Dunkerley was elected
Mayor of Jenks in April 2015.

With the opening of FlyingTee in
June, local businesses have joined
RiverWalk Crossing in the past
months with more on their way,
including Andolini’s Pizzeria and
Maryn’s Taphouse and Raw Bar.

The city is also seeing new com-
mercial projects, including Simon
Premium Outlets, located south of
the Creek Turnpike, to open in mid
2018; Thrive Apartments to open
in January in downtown Jenks; the
nearly completed Gateway
Mortgage headquarters, which sits
at Main Street and Highway 75
and will include a commercial
center with shopping and a hotel;
and the recently announced Jenks
Crossing, a commercial and resi-
dential development near 111th
Street and Highway 75.

Ground was broken in
September for the Downtown
Commons park in downtown
Jenks, located on A Street between
Second and Third streets. The
property will feature a stage,
green space and public restrooms.
Its expected completion is early
2017.

Local restaurateur and Glenpool
Vice Mayor Momodou Ceesay
celebrated 20 years of Mamadou’s
Restaurant in Glenpool in
November. 

In July, Ceesay opened
Mamadou’s Restaurant and Sports
Bar at 200 Civic Center in down-
town Tulsa. The restaurant sits
below 5th Street between the
Aloft Tulsa Downtown hotel and
the newly renovated Central
Library at 5th Street and Denver
Avenue.

Mamadou’s downtown is the
host of the University of Tulsa’s
Philip Montgomery Radio Call-In
Show, held Monday nights, and
the location for TU football away-
game watch parties.

Ceesay has lived in Glenpool
with his wife and four children
since 2000. He came to Oklahoma
from Gambia after being encour-
aged by his cousin who was
recruited to play soccer at Rogers
State College (now Rogers State
University).

Ceesay served as Mayor of
Glenpool from 2013-2015 and has
served on the Glenpool City
Council since 2012.

G.T. Bynum will be sworn in as
Tulsa’s 40th Mayor on Dec. 5.
Bynum defeated incumbent Dewey
Bartlett Jr. in June, where Bynum
received more than 50 percent of
votes.

“I ran for mayor because I didn’t
feel like as a city we were challeng-
ing ourselves enough to progress,”
says Bynum.

Bynum’s priorities upon entering
office include working to reestab-
lish Tulsa as a nationally-competi-
tive city and strengthening the rela-
tionship between the City of Tulsa
and Tulsa Public Schools.

Bynum served on the Tulsa City
Council for the eight years leading
up to his run for mayor. During that
time, he focused largely on fiscal
restraint, public safety and infra-
structure. Among his achievements
are helping to enact the largest
streets improvement package in
Tulsa’s history, serving as chairman
of the Arkansas River Infrastructure
Task Force from the time it was
formed in 2013, and crafting budg-
et amendments that put Tulsa Police
Department helicopters back into
service and doubled the number of
police academies.
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Exclusive Commercial Property
For Lease

10,000 square feet • Available February 2017

A Prime Location in South Tulsa
Presently the YMCA-SOUTH Neighborhood Branch

At the Shops of Seville, 101st & Yale
Distinctive Quality and Style.

Brokers Welcome
For more information contact

The Winbury Group
918-299-7100 • www.shopsofseville.com

RECONCILIATION  ATTENDEES: Taking part in the 7th Annual John Hope Franklin
Center for Reconciliation Dinner held at the Greenwood Cultural Center Nov. 14 are, from
left, civic leader Hannibal B. Johnson,  John Hope Franklin Center for Reconciliation
board members Dr. Pauline Harris and John Gaberino (the event co-chair with his wife,
Marge Gaberino), and featured speaker and former CEO of the NAACP Ben Jealous.    
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Jeffrey Dunn served as the 2016
chair of the Tulsa Regional
Chamber. Dunn is a Jenks High
School graduate and president of
Mill Creek Lumber and Supply
Company.

Dunn’s areas of focus as chair in
2016 consisted of addressing the
state’s education crisis and the April
Vision Tulsa vote.

The Vision Tulsa package, at a
total of just under $885 million, was
approved in April. 

The package consisted of three
propositions involving public safe-
ty, transportation and economic
development. Dunn served on the
Vision campaign’s steering com-
mittee.

Included in the economic devel-
opment portion is $10 million allo-
cated for Tulsa, Union and Jenks
public schools to aid in teacher
retention, recruitment and training
efforts. 

Dunn also played a significant
role in maintaining Williams
Companies headquartered in Tulsa,
traveling with Governor Mary
Fallin and Tulsa Mayor Dewey
Bartlett to meet with Williams rep-
resentatives.

Dr. Deborah Gist took the helm as
superintendent of Tulsa Public
Schools in July 2015.

In January 2016, the school dis-
trict officially approved a five-year
strategic plan called Destination
Excellence. Some of the changes
instituted with the strategic plan are
the use of new English language
arts resources and literacy supports,
innovative models for math classes
at Clinton Middle School and Hale
and McLain junior high schools,
and the adoption of personalized
blended learning at Memorial
Junior High School and Whitman
and McClure elementary schools. 

In November, Gist met with area
school districts and city officials
regarding how to best use the $10
million of education funding
included in Vision Tulsa’s
Proposition 3. They proposed a
new-teacher induction program and
professional-development opportu-
nities for all teachers. 

Other district achievements in
2016 include implementing a new
K-12 English language arts curricu-
lum and launching two Tulsa
Teacher Institutes in order to
improve staff retention.

http://www.shopsofseville.com
www.edwardjones.com
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In September 2015, Michael
Spurgeon became Broken Arrow’s
fifth city manager in 11 years.

When he came to Broken Arrow,
he took the reins of a growing city
that had recently hit 100,000 citi-
zens and was in the midst of its
downtown resurgence.

Two areas where Spurgeon feels
that he was able to leave his mark in
downtown were the construction of
the downtown fountain, which
opened in September, and the
removal of the vacant Assembly of
God Church at 305 N. Main St. in
order to make way for redevelop-
ment.

The city is also working on a
future partnership with its business
and education communities to cre-
ate an innovation district that would
include high-tech businesses, start-
up companies, business incubators,
and educational partnerships.

Among Spurgeon’s priorities after
taking the helm was improving
transparency. Some of the ways he
has done that include providing
online video recaps of city council
meetings, publishing an annual
financial report, and conducting
phone and social media campaigns.

Michael Patton, a born-and-raised
Tulsan, became executive director
of Legacy Land Trust in May 2015
after 26 years of working for the
City of Tulsa and then the M.E.T.,
21 of those years as the M.E.T.’s
executive director.

Patton has spent his professional
years focused on benefiting nature
through his recycling endeavors
with the City of Tulsa and the
Metropolitan Environmental Trust.
His current role with Legacy Land
Trust involves focusing on land
preservation. A portion of Legacy’s
efforts also revolve around the
water treatment and maintenance of
Tulsa’s watershed.

Patton joined Legacy with his own
personal mission to encourage
developers of urban areas to create
green buffer zones along with their
developments, because “green
space matters,” Patton says.

Patton’s passion for parks and the
outdoors runs so deep that he
named his first child, Braden, after
his favorite park, located at 5th
Street and Yale Avenue.

“For some people, nature is just
background scenery, but for me, it’s
a conversation,” he says.

James Pepper Henry was named
Gilcrease Museum’s Executive
Director in March 2015. 

Henry’s maternal grandmother is
Muscogee (Creek) Indian, and his
maternal grandfather is Kaw.

As soon as Henry entered his role,
he began working towards the cre-
ation of a proposal to have Gilcrease
Museum included in the Vision
Tulsa package. The museum’s $65
million expansion project was
added to Vision Tulsa’s Proposition
3, which passed in April.

The project will involve a general
reconfiguration of the museum’s
floorplan to create an improved vis-
itor experience, expanded and more
convenient parking, and the creation
of a Grand Entry atrium that will
serve as both an entrance into the
museum and an event area.

Other planned additions include a
casual cafe on the museum’s lower
level, a 12,000-square-foot signa-
ture traveling space and an expand-
ed children’s area.

“Gilcrease is Tulsa’s most valuable
asset,” Henry says. “I want to see
Gilcrease reach its full potential; our
facility needs to match the prestige
of our collection.”

DANIEL REGAN SHERRY GAMBLE-SMITH MICHAEL PATTON JAMES PEPPER HENRY MICHAEL SPURGEON

Sherry Gamble-Smith joined the
Greenwood Chamber of Commerce
in 2014 and became its executive
director in October 2015.

Gamble-Smith grew up in north
Tulsa and graduated from Central
High School. Her father had a
church on Greenwood Avenue.

Over the past four years, the
chamber has seen its membership
grow from close to zero to over 100,
with chamber leaders making an
effort to reestablish its connection
with city leaders, local foundations
and the private sector, an effort that
Gamble-Smith is continuing.

For example, the chamber hosted
Juneteenth 2016, held June 16-19,
which engaged a number of com-
munity groups and local businesses.

Beyond Juneteenth activities, the
chamber has continued working to
expand its offerings to its members
and the public. Plans on the hori-
zon include the revival of the
chamber’s business planning class-
es and its business incubator, the
start of legislative luncheons and
membership mixers, increased
partnerships with city groups and
organizations, and the formation of
a young professional group.

Daniel Regan served as Tulsa’s
Young Professionals’ 2016 board
chair. 

Regan is a fourth generation Tulsan
with a passion for cities’urban cores.
“I’ve always had a fascination with
downtowns, so to be able to have
some impact on downtown Tulsa is
wonderful.”

Regan is also active in politics and
the community, and he holds the role
of vice president of downtown
Tulsa’s largest commercial property
management company, Kanbar
Properties.

Regan’s areas of focus for 2016
were largely based around encourag-
ing greater engagement of young
voters under age 40 and TYPros’
2016 Street Cred event. Street Cred
is TYPros’ annual community rede-
velopment initiative.

Street Cred: 66 was held in April
along Route 66, with the goal of
emphasizing the need for transit and
multi-modal options in that area.

Street Cred highlighted two of
Tulsa’s transportation plans: the east-
west Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) line,
which will be funded through Vision
Tulsa, and the GO Plan, Tulsa’s bicy-
cle-pedestrian master plan.

www.ludgerscatering.com
www.regentFS.com
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Bartlett Family Legacy Stands Tall in Tulsa

By Managing Editor EMILY
RAMSEY and Publisher 
D. FORREST CAMERON

Tulsa Mayor Dewey F. Bartlett
Jr. leaves the office in December
2016 after two successful terms
serving the people of his city.  He
followed in the civics footsteps of
his father, the late Dewey Follett
Bartlett, who served Oklahoma
as governor from 1966 – 1970
and U.S. Senator from 1973-
1979.

Oil brought the Bartlett family
to Oklahoma at the turn of the
last century. D.A. Bartlett, Mayor
Dewey Bartlett Jr.’s grandfather,
began coming to the Tulsa area in
the early 1900s for his oil busi-
ness, Keener Oil Company. He
would commute for many years
back to his hometown of
Marietta, Ohio, where, in 1919,
Dewey Bartlett Sr. was born. 

Bartlett Sr. was only three when
his father died. After D.A. died,
Keener Oil was operated mainly
by D.A.’s brother, David. D.A.
Bartlett and his Keener Oil and
Gas Company originally con-
ducted oil and gas operations in
Titusville, Pennsylvania, but,
upon arriving in Oklahoma, the
company immediately became
involved in oil and gas operations
in Creek, Tulsa, and Washington
counties. After D.A. Bartlett’s
death in 1922, the company con-
tinued to grow, and ultimately

was owned and managed by D.A.
Bartlett’s two sons, David A.
Bartlett and Dewey F. Bartlett.

Bartlett Sr. was educated in
Marietta and Lawrenceville
Preparatory School in New
Jersey. Always an excellent stu-
dent and leader, he attended
Princeton University, receiving a
degree in geological engineering
and was the 1942 senior class
president.  

Though Bartlett Sr. spent his
school years in Ohio and New
Jersey, he was very familiar with
Oklahoma, often spending the
summer months working in the
family business as a roughneck
on oil rigs near Dewey and
Bartlesville.   

Shortly after college graduation
and during World War II, Bartlett
Sr. enlisted in the Navy and was
trained at the Naval Air School in
Norman. He served as a dive-
bomber pilot for the U.S Marine
Corp, winning the Air Medal for
action against Japanese installa-
tions in the South Pacific.

While in the service, Bartlett Sr.
met his bride-to-be, Ann Smith,
at a USO dance in California.
They were married in 1945 and
moved to Tulsa in 1946, where
they became active with the fam-
ily oil business.  They had three
children: Dewey Jr., Michael and
Joanie.  

Bartlett Sr. became interested in
Republican politics in 1960 and

was elected to the Oklahoma
Senate from Tulsa County in
1962.  He was re-elected in 1964.  

A Catholic, he was the first of
his faith to run for governor of
Oklahoma in 1966, and he won.
His credits included streamlining
state government, overhauling
the state judicial system, the
advancement of minorities and
support of common education.
He served in the U.S. Senate
from 1972 through 1978, when
he died at the age of 59. 

Dewey Bartlett Jr. says he was
interested in business at an early
age, spending many of his grow-
ing up years working in the oil
f ields and driving trucks. He
attended Bishop Kelley High
School and graduated from Regis
College in Denver. He holds a
master’s degree in finance from
Southern Methodist University.  

Although, when it came to fol-
lowing in the political footsteps
of his father, Bartlett Jr. says he
had little interest. “Politics is
hard on families. You’re never
home. I wanted to settle down
and have a family. I had no desire
to be involved in politics.”

Yet, as his children grew older,
Bartlett Jr.’s feelings began to
change. He credits that change to
his participation in Leadership
Oklahoma in 1988 and his dis-
cussions with Howard Barnett,
current president of Oklahoma
State University-Tulsa, who was
also a part of the class. 

Barnett was involved in the new
city charter and asked if Bartlett
Jr. would be interested in serving
on the first Tulsa City Council.
“He said that we could help set
the tone for the whole city,”
Bartlett Jr. remembers.

He went on to run for city coun-
cil in 1989 and win, thus setting
the stage for many years of serv-
ice to Tulsa. 

Bartlett Jr. served two terms on
the city council, 1990-1994. He,

then, spent the next decade
focusing on the family business.

He also served on various
boards including with the
American Red Cross, Oklahoma
Energy Resources Board,
Oklahoma Turnpike Authority,
and the Independent Petroleum
Association of America.

During those years was when
Bartlett Jr. began thinking about
the benefits that he could bring to
political office.

“I developed the idea that it
would be good for people from
the business community to be
involved in political office; it
brings a good perspective,” he
says.

However, Bartlett Jr. is the first
one to pronounce himself “not a
politician.”

“I don’t refer to myself as a
politician. Politics is a game, and
I don’t think it really fits in with
the job of mayor.”

When Bartlett Jr. turns over his
office on Dec. 5, he will be head-
ing back to his helm as president
of Keener Oil Company.

In addition to that, though, as
Bartlett Jr. announced at his final
State of the City on Nov. 15, he is
pursuing the position of secretary
of transportation on President-
elect Donald Trump’s cabinet.

“Having served as mayor, trans-
portation fits well into my areas
of expertise. 

“There is so much that the U.S.
Department of Transportation
does on a state level that directly
affects cities, such as involving
highway construction, airports,
space travel, satellites.”

Bartlett Jr., a born-and-raised
Tulsan, continues to reside in
Tulsa with his wife, Victoria;
their three children, Dewey III,
Andrea and Ann; and five grand-
children.

Oil Brought Bartletts 
To Tulsa in Early 1900s

Father and Son Became
Prominent Civic Leaders

GOVERNOR & SENATOR
DEWEY F. BARTLETT

MAYOR DEWEY F. BARTLETT
JR.: Tulsa Mayor-elect Dewey
Bartlett Jr. talks to his supporters
at the Stokely Event Center Nov.
10, 2009 upon learning of his first
mayoral victory.  The photo
appeared in the December 2009
issues of GTR Newspapers.  

Courtesy Oklahoma Historical SocietyDANIEL C. CAMERON for GTR Newspapers

TULSA BLUE EMPOYEES: During a special recognition ceremony in 2016 at
City Hall, Mayor Dewey Bartlett presented Tulsa Blue certificates and awards to four
exceptional City of Tulsa employees for their outstanding service to the community
and their colleagues.  From left are Bob Garner, Jeff Ostler, Mayor Bartlett, Mike
Perkins and Debbie Stefanek.  

N A T I O N A L
RECOGNITION:
Mayor Bill de Blasio
of New York City
invited Mayor Dewey
Bartlett Jr. to Gracie
Mansion in New York
to thank him for
showing the way for
peaceful demonstra-
tions in the difficult
hours after the police
involved shooting of
Terence Crutcher.
Mayor de Blasio
praised Tulsans for
staying calm under
tense circumstances
which kept the
scenes that hap-
pened in Dallas,
Milwaukee, Orlando,
Ferguson, and
Charlotte from hap-
pening in Tulsa.

Courtesy City of Tulsa

Courtesy City of Tulsa
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Tulsa PAC Showcases Holiday Fun in December
By ADAM J. FOREMAN

Cue the bright lights, family
gatherings and seasonal cheer as
the holidays bring forth some of
the best entertainment in the
region at the Tulsa Performing
Arts Center.

December shows kick off with
Tulsa Symphony Pops’ “Home For
The Holidays” concert. Tulsa’s
newest holiday tradition unites
Tulsa Symphony, Tulsa Oratorio
Chorus and area high school
choirs to bring families and the
community together in a celebra-
tory musical extravaganza.
Conducted by Ron Spigelman, this
uplifting showcase of nostalgic
holiday favorites and joyous sing-
a-longs is a delightful kick-off to a
memorable holiday season.
Concerts are Dec. 2 at 7:30 p.m.
and Dec. 4 at 2:30 p.m. in
Chapman Music Hall.

American Theatre Company
continues its 47th season with one
of Tulsa’s favorite holiday family
musicals, “A Christmas Carol.”
Robert Odle and Richard Averill’s
musical adaptation of Charles
Dickens’ beloved novel celebrates
its 40th anniversary! Watch
miserly Ebenezer Scrooge’s
overnight journey to redemption -
an annual reminder of the basic
message of the holiday season.
Karl Krause returns as Scrooge,
accompanied by Brad
Gemeinhart as Bob Cratchit,
Brittany Wright as the Ghost of
Christmas Past, John Knippers as
the Ghost of Christmas Present,
Matt Lindsey as the Ghost of
Christmas Yet to Come, Rick
Reiman as Marley, and Gigi
Jenkins as Tiny Tim. The show
runs Dec. 8-9, 14-16, 19-23 at
7:30 p.m., and Dec. 10-11, 17-18
at 2 p.m. in the John H. Williams
Theatre.

Continuing another family holi-
day tradition, Tulsa Ballet presents
“The Nutcracker.” Local children
join professional dancers in this
holiday classic about a young girl
whose dreams are filled with
enchanting characters. The Sugar
Plum Fairy, Mother Ginger, and
dancers from faraway lands enter-
tain Marie and her Nutcracker
Prince after he and his toy soldier
brigade defeat the Mouse King
and his rowdy rodent army. Tulsa
Symphony performs
Tchaikovsky’s beloved score in
this annual production that mixes
the visuals of a Broadway show
with delightful dance and well-
known melodies. Join the fun Dec.
10-11, 17-18 at 2 p.m. and Dec.

16-17, 22-23 at 7 p.m. in Chapman
Music Hall.

Ready for a cozy night of
Yuletide cheer? Join Sheridan
Road for their “Christmas
Cabaret” Dec. 15 and 16 at 7:30
p.m. in the Kathleen P. Westby
Pavilion for candlelight, nostalgia,
a cappella carols and jazzy
Christmas fun. With table seating
for everyone, your ticket includes
refreshments of wine, cheese, cof-
fee and holiday desserts as you
enjoy beautiful holiday harmonies.
Call your friends and reserve a 10-
seat table for a 20-percent discount
and a fantastic evening of seasonal
spirit and fun! Sheridan Road is a
Tulsa vocal jazz ensemble founded
in 2012 by Dr. Barry Epperley.
This eclectic group of Tulsa vocal-
ists can combine to create a lush a
cappella sound or swing it with a
great instrumental combo for jazz,
blues, pops, international rhythms,
and more.

Kids get in on the fun this season
with Theatre Tulsa Family’s presen-
tation of “Elf Jr.” This children’s
version of the musical based on the
movie is performed by youth from
Theatre Tulsa’s Broadway
Academy. Buddy, a young orphan,
mistakenly crawls into Santa’s bag
of gifts and is transported to the
North Pole. The would-be elf is
raised unaware that he is actually a
human until his enormous size and
poor toy-making abilities cause
him to face the truth. With Santa’s
permission, Buddy embarks on a
journey to New York City to find
his birth father and discover his
true identity. In the process, he
helps New Yorkers remember the
true meaning of Christmas. “Elf
Jr.” features songs by Tony Award
nominees Matthew Sklar and Chad

Beguelin (“The Wedding Singer”)
and a book by Tony Award winners
Bob Martin (“The Drowsy
Chaperone”) and Thomas Meehan
(“Annie,” “The Producers,”
“Hairspray”).  Enjoy the show Dec.
16 at 7:30 p.m., Dec. 17 at 2 p.m.
and 7:30 p.m., and Dec. 18 at 2
p.m. and 4:30 p.m. in the Liddy
Doenges Theatre.

“The Voice” season 10 contestant
Brian Nhira comes to Tulsa Dec.
22 at 7 and 9 p.m. with “Christmas
at the PAC with Brian Nhira and
Friends.” The gifted vocalist from
Tulsa will be joined on stage by
fellow “The Voice” alumni Alaska
and Madi (Season 6), Kristen
Marie (Season 10), Chelsea Gann
(Season 10) Malik Heard (Season
10) and local talent Jesse Graver,
in addition to Nhira’s live band.
The concert takes place in the
Liddy Doenges Theatre. Part of
the proceeds from this concert will

go toward the collection of back-
packs and school supplies for
grade-school children in
Zimbabwe, Africa.

Last but certainly not least,
Celebrity Attractions presents a
sight and sound spectacle with
“Mannheim Steamroller
Christmas by Chip Davis.”
Grammy Award winner Davis has
created a show that features
Mannheim Steamroller Christmas
classics along with a selection of
compositions from his ground-
breaking “Fresh Aire” series,
which introduced the distinctive
Mannheim sound to America. The
program celebrates the group’s
recent anniversary of 30 years
since the first Christmas album
and 40 years since the first “Fresh
Aire” album and includes dazzling
multimedia effects performed in
an intimate setting. Experience the
magic as the spirit of the season

comes alive with the signature
sound of Mannheim Steamroller.
The show closes out the month on
Dec. 28 at 7:30 p.m. in Chapman
Music Hall.

Several free events are also hap-
pening in December. The Tulsa
PAC Trust presents the Brown Bag
It Series Dec. 7, featuring the Tulsa
Festival Ringers, Tulsa’s only audi-
tioned handbell choir. Shows are at
11:30 a.m. and 12:45 p.m. in the
John H. Williams Theatre. In the
gallery, artist John Hammer will
exhibit his pop impressionist paint-
ings Dec. 2-30, M-F, 10 a.m. to
5:30 p.m., and during all Chapman
Music Hall events.

Tickets for all shows are avail-
able by calling the Tulsa PAC tick-
et office at 918-596-7111 or
online at TulsaPAC.com.

Adam J. Foreman is the new
Director of Marketing for the
Tulsa Performing Arts Center.

From the PAC

A CHRISTMAS CAROL: John Knippers, left, as The Spirit of
Christmas Present and Karl Krause as Ebenezer Scrooge in a scene from
American Theatre Company’s 40th Anniversary production of “A
Christmas Carol” at the Tulsa Performing Arts Center Dec. 8 – 23.

MANNHEIM STEAMROLLER CHRISTMAS BY CHIP DAVIS:
Celebrity Attractions presents the sights and sounds of the international
best-selling group Dec. 28 at the Tulsa Performing Arts Center. 

Photo by KENNETH JONES

Photo by MATT CHRISTINE

The Broken Arrow Warren
Theatre will host its second annu-
al Holiday Series in Broken
Arrow starting Saturday Dec. 3.
Tickets will be free for the public,
and there will be a limited num-
ber available. Tickets may be
picked up starting the Tuesday
before each show in person at the
box office. All seating will be
reserved. A kid’s combo pack will
be available for purchase at the
concession stand.

Doors will open at 9 a.m. with

all shows starting at 10 a.m.
There will be special appearances
from costumed characters as well
as a visit from Santa before the
shows on Dec. 3 and 10. The
Holiday Series will include
screenings of Miracle on 34th
Street, Elf, It’s a Wonderful Life
and How the Grinch Stole
Christmas.

Holiday Series Schedule
Saturday, Dec. 3 at 10 a.m.:

Miracle on 34th Street

Saturday, Dec. 3 at 10 a.m.:
How the Grinch Stole
Christmas

Saturday, Dec. 10 at 10 a.m.:
It’s a Wonderful Life

Saturday, Dec. 10 at 10 a.m.:
Elf

The Broken Arrow Warren
Theatre is located at 1700 W.
Aspen Creek Drive, Broken
Arrow, OK 74011 (Off the Creek
Turnpike between Aspen and
Elm).

Warren Theatre to Host Annual
Holiday Series with Free Tickets 

 

www.okmhm.org


By CHUCK CISSEL
Feature Writer

My favorite television shows are
those on HGTV, Food Network,
Create TV, PBS, ESPN and Tennis
Channel.  My most favorite, howev-
er, is Food Network with its galaxy
of star chefs and cooking shows,
including the extraordinary Ree
Drummond, known by television
viewers as the Pioneer Woman.  

The program stars Ree and often
features her four children (Paige,
Alex, Bryce and Todd) and of
course, her husband Cowboy Ladd
Drummond.  On occasion she
extends her gracious spirit to the
cowboys on the ranch, as well as her
in-laws, other family members and
friends.  

I took a road trip to Pawhuska
recently with my good buddy,
Robert Bailey, to see the newly
reconstructed icon, The Mercantile
General Store, in Pawhuska.  When
I met Ree at the Mercantile, she
glowed with her wonderful spirit
and that enchanting dimpled smile.
I was introduced to her by my friend
Robert, and when he told her I was
from Tulsa, lived in New York City
and was in the original cast of
Broadway’s mega-hit, A Chorus
Line, her eyes nearly popped out of
her head. She said to me, “I love
that show; I know the entire album;
sing it all the time: she then pro-
ceeded to sing “I Can Do That”
from the musical.  We both sang a
little of it and enjoyed a wonderful
moment and had a great laugh.  

After viewing Pioneer Woman for

several years now, I have watched
her kids grow up right in front of my
eyes.  When I met Ladd recently at
the Mercantile, I asked him, “How
is Toddy?  (That’s what Ree and
Ladd call their youngest son).  His
name is actually Todd.  In any case,
after being a part of the Pioneer

Woman viewing audience for so
many years, one feels a sense of
inclusion. You get to know the cast
of friends, family members, cow-
boys and of course, appreciate their
various personalities. 

It has been so much fun watching
Todd grow up from a little tot.  With
his personality bubbling over, you
can count on him to say, “This is the
best meal I have ever had Momma”
for, literally, every meal Ree cooks.
I did the exact same thing growing
up.  Besides the crazy good recipes
and hospitable Ree Drummond, one
of the key reasons I enjoy Pioneer
Woman so much is the family con-
nection. It takes me back to a sim-
pler place and time.  It’s a whole-
some family lifestyle program that
is reminiscent of my childhood and
one I relate to – my mom cooking
delicious food, baking
cakes/pies/bread and me coming
home from school to see what Mom
made each day as well as the com-
forting dinners on Sundays.
Pioneer Woman brings a little bit of
the childhood magic back for me
and also reminds me of my lovely

mother Corrine “smelling up the
house” with her sensational cook-
ing.  

The Pioneer Woman is an uplift-
ing half-hour series, and Ree has an
easy, breezy way about her, radiat-
ing warmth, sincerity and her spe-
cial brand of joy wrapped in every
episode.  In addition to her cooking
show and the Mercantile General
Store, Ree has a successful Pioneer
Woman blog, authors popular cook-
books, is a photographer, has a line
of culinary merchandise selling in
Walmart, and, from what I hear, has
other new projects in the works. 

Several years ago, the Vision 2025
Project provided opportunities for
entrepreneurs to cultivate new ven-
tures, renovate warehouses and cre-
ate boutiques, eateries and other
establishments to boost the eco-
nomic development in downtown
Tulsa, while giving the public fresh
and exciting places to visit there.  It
looks like Ladd and Ree have taken
a page from the Downtown Tulsa
Renovation book and are on the fast
track to building a sparkling new
destination for all of us in Northeast
Oklahoma and certainly for Osage
County. 

On my recent Saturday visit, the
Mercantile was filled to the brim
with people of all ages, from the
early morning hours into early
evening. The deli was packed all
day long, and the bakery upstairs
was teaming with wide-eyed visi-
tors too. If you get the chance, try

one of the wedding muffins – moist
and delicious. The General Store on
the first floor features all kinds of
tchotchkes, cookbooks, her cook-
ware line and other special kitchen
essentials, plus plenty of fun gifts
for the kids. 

I think Ree and Ladd have out-
done themselves with the
Mercantile. The renovation may
have taken a few years, but the over-
all result is stunning.  Beautifully
appointed and designed, with a
careful eye to detail from top to bot-
tom, including the first-class
kitchen areas, amazing floors, spot-
less bathrooms, cushy leather furni-
ture. The rooms are spacious with
floor to ceiling windows, and don’t
forget the scrumptious food.

It was a heartwarming road trip on
a beautiful, sunny morning.  If you
get the chance, take the trip and
enjoy a fun-filled, delicious day at
the Mercantile. When you visit,
leave early in the morning and stay
the day in this inviting atmosphere.
By the way, the bakery goods,
breakfast and lunch are yummy. It is
Pawhuska’s new shining star attrac-
tion. Enjoy! 

By JULIE WENGER WATSON

On Friday, Dec. 2, 108
Contemporary in the Brady Arts
District premiered Syncretic, an
exhibit showcasing the works of
the inaugural class of recipients
of the Tulsa Artist Fellowship
(TAF). Established in 2015 by the
George Kaiser Family
Foundation, TAF was created to
retain and recruit artists from
across the U.S. Fellows receive a
stipend, housing and studio space
to allow them to work on their
craft. The initial group of 12
visual artists moved to Tulsa in
2016. This exhibit is a celebra-
tion of the fellowship’s first year.

According to TAF Program
Manager Julia White, the fellow-
ships not only benefit the partic-
ipating artists but also Tulsa’s
broader art community.

“Our overall goal is to recruit
and retain national artists to
Tulsa, as well as to retain local
artists,” White explains.
“Because of our location in the
country and our growing art
community and just the overall
quality of life in Tulsa, we’re
really hoping to see the impact of
long-term relationships being
built.”

While the fellowship doesn’t
require the artists to participate
in community events, many of
them have become involved with
local organizations through
teaching, lecturing or exhibiting
their work.

“We don’t have a requirement
for participation in the communi-
ty, but we strongly encourage
them to get involved, whether it’s
through Philbrook or Gilcrease or

TU or OSU,” White says.
“Whether it’s public art talks or
open studio visits with art com-
munities, it’s at their discretion
how they would like to partici-
pate, but we do provide them the
tools.”

There is no set requirement for
how or what each artist must pro-
duce during the year.

“We really just want to provide
them the time and the space and
stipend money so they can just
focus on their work at the
moment, rather then having to
have an end-of-the-year project
due,” White notes.

White is pleased with how the
first year has gone.

“We’ve seen a lot of collabora-
tion in this Brady Arts District as
a whole,” she says. “Although we
don’t put any requirement or
pressure on their involvement in
the community, it seems as if
that’s the natural habit of an
artist. They want to be involved
in their surroundings, so having
the artists participate at some
level has been a great success,
and having art shown throughout
the community has also proven
to be a success this year.”

For more information on TAF,
visit TulsaArtistFellowship.org.

For more information on
Syncretic, visit www.108con-
temporary.corg.
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Syncretic Showcases Tulsa Artist Fellowship

ART FROM
MOLLY DILWORTH

Beautiful Day at the Mercantile in Historic Pawhuska 

PIONEERING WOMAN: Author Chuck Cissel with Pioneer Woman
Ree Drummond. 

POPULAR STORE: The Mercantile General Store includes a restau-
rant and a deli and a retail shop filled with cookbooks, Drummond’s
Cookware line, kitchen essentials and more.

Courtesy photos

NUTCRACKER IN TULSA: The famous Nutcracker Ballet will be
held in Tulsa at the Tulsa Performing Arts Center Dec. 10-11, 16-18,
and 22-23.  See tulsaballet.org for more information.

Courtesy photo

http://www.108con-temporary.corg
http://www.108con-temporary.corg
http://www.108con-temporary.corg


By BETH TURNER

Gilcrease Museum provided the
perfect backdrop for highlighting
the amazing works of The Me.t.’s

2016 Recycling Awards recipients.
Friends and colleagues gathered on
Tuesday, Nov. 15 to celebrate
America Recycles Day by awarding
local recycling champions, many of
which pulled off feats of artistic
proportions.

The Green Government Award

went to Thlopthlocco Tribal Town.
Recognizing the lack of recycling in
this rural area, the Tribal
Environmental Department led by
Kandice Taylor, provides the com-
munity with recycling drop-off and
maintenance as well as a bi-annual
e-waste event.  Thlopthlocco Tribal
Town is a federally recognized
American Indian tribe with approx-
imately 845 members. 

The Green Non-Profit Award went
to Sustainable Tulsa’s ScoreCard pro-
gram. Created by Executive Director
Corey Williams, Sustainable Tulsa
partners volunteer guides with area
businesses to increase the “Triple
Bottom Line” of saving money,
working more sustainably and effi-
ciently, and creating a healthier work
environment to enjoy. Trash Talk
highlighted ScoreCard in October
promoting the call for the next volun-
teers and businesses, which is now
underway. We will be excited to learn
of their progress. 

The Green Recycling Business
went to NORDAM and the
Siegfried family who owns this
Tulsa-based aerospace repair and
manufacturing firm. As noted by
The M.e.t., in 2015, the firm imple-
mented a company-wide single
stream recycling program. Led by
Mandy Leemhuis, NORDAM
diverted 60 percent of its waste
stream from the landfill, recycling
432 tons of material. 

The Green School award went to
Inola Middle School Green Team.

Organized by Carol Holland, Inola
Green Team has earned their
Oklahoma Green Schools flag.
OGSP is promoted heavily here on
Trash Talk for its incredible, hands-
on, STEM-based student-led cur-
riculum, which all comes at the high
price of engaging fun, excellent
education and zero charge. Energy
Curriculum Volunteer, Les Pace of
Pace Industries said of Holland and
her students, “They jumped right in
to learning how to save the school
thousands of dollars through audit-
ing the energy usage and making a
PowerPoint for savings suggestions.
Oklahoma schools are hurting, so
this came at a very important time
for the school itself. They really

earned their flag and had a good
time doing so.” 

The Green Volunteer award went
to Terri Brannin. The M.e.t. offers
full disclosure and pride that
Brannin is married to director
Graham Brannin. “Terri has volun-
teered countless hours. She never
stopped at the tire collection event in
June. It was so hot!” 

Thank you, and congratulations to
all the award winners for this well-
earned success. 

National Accolades
Here are a few highlights from

national awards given on America
Recycles Day that will have a posi-
tive impact for all of us:

• The New York City Sanitation
Department set a plan in place for a
zero waste city by 2030.  Thanks to
Homegrown Festival in Ozark,
Arkansas, reported by Trash Talk in
August, we’ve seen that zero waste
for events is possible, so we’re excit-
ed to learn more about doing this for
day-to-day living. 

• ByFusion invented RePlast
Blocks, which turns plastic waste
into cinder-type blocks. According
to their awards accolades, this
process “requires no adhesives, pro-
duces 95 percent less greenhouse gas
emissions than concrete blocks, and
provides high thermal insulation.” 

• Headed to one of our nation’s big
cities and want to know where to
recycle? Now you can know, thanks
to “Recycle By City.” Log on to
www.recyclebycity.com to learn
more.  

Looking Ahead to 2017
In January, Trash Talk will offer

eco tips from around the readership
area, so send in your favorite advice
@TrashTalkTulsa or by emailing
bethturner@me.com. 

Have a great holiday season, and
may all your days in 2017 be green. 

I can’t remember when I experi-
enced rock climb-
ing. I have nar-
rowed it down to
around my senior
year in high
school, but the rea-
sons as to why I
tried it in the first
place, I can’t recall.
Maybe I was sim-
ply looking for
something new to
try. Maybe it was
fitness related. Or
possibly a friend
suggested it. 

Nevertheless, as
to the reasons that I
have continued to
hold onto the activ-
ity for the past 10
years or so, I could
go on for hours.
And so could
Jason Burks, who
bought Tulsa’s only
rock-climbing gym, New Heights,

early this year. 
Burks, who grew

up in greater Tulsa,
recently announced
plans to build Climb
Tulsa, a 17,000-
square-foot state-of-
the-art climbing
facility near 31st
Street and Yale
Avenue, next year.

Rock climbing
teaches mental
prowess and disci-
pline, improves fit-
ness and positively
affects our emotion-
al state.

“When you’re
climbing, you forget
about your troubles
and your stress,”
Burks says.

Burks, who also
owns Retrospec
Films, started
climbing outdoors

13 years ago. “You get to these beau-

tiful spots, and the only way to get to
them is to have this skill of climbing.”

Once he began outdoor climbing,
he later added indoor climbing at
New Heights as a way to train for his
outdoor climbs. So, when the oppor-
tunity came to take ownership of
New Heights, he couldn’t say no.

“I figured, if this works, we’ll build
something bigger,” he says.

And that is now his plan: to build a
high-quality indoor rock climbing
gym, to be among the largest climb-
ing gyms in the country.

Climb Tulsa will feature two floors
of climbing walls, a children’s climb-
ing area, a private party room, and a
yoga and fitness center.

The climbing walls will be built by
Walltopia, the leading climbing wall
design and manufacturing company,
known for its first-class rock walls
and innovative designs, Burks says.

The gym will  meet USA Climbing
standards, which will allow Climb
Tulsa to host national climbing com-
petitions.

“It’s rare that people come in to

climb for their first time and they
don’t love it,” Burks says. 

“On average, we see 25-30 first-
time climbers every week.”

Climbing offers a constructive
activity for youths, but it’s also
something older ones can do, he
continues. “We have members at

New Heights who are in their 60s.”
Burks hopes to break ground on the

project by early next year, with con-
struction taking about a year.

“If I’m going to do this project, I
want to do it the best that I possibly
can,” says Burks. “I just love the
sport, so I want to convince others.”

Page 10 GREATER TULSA REPORTER NEWSPAPERS December 2016 

CALL 918-254-1515 FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION

Green Efforts Net Hardware for Local Leaders

Premier Climbing Gym to be National Draw

GREEN ACCOLADES: The M.e.t. represented our communal, “thank
you” to Sustainable Tulsa, NORDAM, Inola Middle School Green Team,
Thlopthlocco Tribal Town and Terri Brannon for striving to live and work
sustainably for our area communities.   Pictured from the left: Friends of
The M.e.t. President Jill Norman, Sustainable Tulsa’s Corey Williams
and Alison Stone and The M.e.t. Board Chair Michael Willis. 

A SPORT FOR ALL: Jason Burks, owner of New Heights climbing
gym, expects to break ground on Climb Tulsa, a 17,000-square-foot
climbing gym in midtown Tulsa, early next year. 

Out & About in
Greater Tulsa

By EMILY RAMSEY
Managing Editor

EMILY RAMSEY for GTR Newspapers

Courtesy TERRIE HANNAM

TRASH TALK
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Elote Continues to Reflect Libby Billings’ Ideals
By BLAKE AUSTYN
Contributing Writer

When individuals witness the
enthusiastic, seemingly endless ener-
gy that is Libby Billings, they usual-
ly aren’t surprised to discover that in
addition to running successful busi-
nesses, she continues to breed new
ones.

Roppongi ramen bar, Billings’ third
restaurant, opened Nov. 21 in down-
town Tulsa’s Deco District at 601 S.
Boston Ave., smack dab in between
her two well-established restaurants
Elote and The Vault.

Elote opened in 2008, with The
Vault following in 2012.

Billings, a graduate of Booker T.
Washington High School and
Oklahoma State University Institute
of Technology culinary school, has
always only worked in restaurants.

Her first job was at Mexicali
Border Cafe, where, allegedly, she
said that one day she would open a
Mexican restaurant in downtown
Tulsa, according to a former fellow
employee.

“But I don’t remember ever saying
that,” she laughs.

Nonetheless, that’s what Billings
did.

She opened Elote in downtown
Tulsa at a time when restaurants, par-
ticularly along Boston Avenue, did
not operate after the weekday work-
day ended.

So Billings needed to give people a
reason to come downtown, particu-

larly to the Deco District.
“When Elote opened, there was

going to be some residential options
coming soon to the area,” she says.

When that didn’t happen, Billings
threw festivals: Luchador runs, salsa
competitions, chalk fests. She part-
nered with Mod’s Coffee and Crepes,
located across from Elote, in offering
puffy tacos and gelato specials.

Now, with residential offerings
coming quickly to the area. “I’m
proud to have been a part of the
change that we’ve seen in the Deco,”
she says.

Bringing change to the Deco
District, however, wasn’t exactly
Billings’ initial aim when she opened
Elote.

Sustainability, on the other hand,
was.

Working in restaurants growing up,
“I always saw waste,” she says.

Quite the contrast to her home life.
“I was raised by hippies, and I was

raised vegetarian, so we did not have
meat in our house, and I grew up
composting. Having no waste in our
house was normal.

“So, to go into restaurants and see
them throwing away styrofoam and
learning where the meat came from;
for my personal sanity, I knew that I
would need to do things differently.”

Billings, therefore, endeavored to
create a menu featuring fresh ver-
sions of Mexican dishes with a
restaurant engaging in green prac-
tices, including recycling and com-
posting.

Billings chose to open Roppongi at
the southeast corner of 6th Street and
Boston Avenue because “I wanted

this spot to be open at night between
Elote and The Vault,” she says hon-
estly.

As Elote inches towards its 10-year
anniversary, it seemed a nice time to
revisit Elote, 514 S. Boston Ave., the
restaurant that Billings calls “her
baby.”

For an appetizer, my friend and I
started with the Roasted Jalapeno
Screamers, roasted jalapeños filled
with cream cheese and topped with
strawberries and black bean corn rel-
ish. I can handle my fair share of
spice, but this spice nearly blew me
out of the water. 

We were attracted to this dish due to
the strawberry element, which added
a lightness to the spice that we very

much enjoyed. 
For our entrees, we ordered the

Elote’s Puffy Tacos, the most popular
menu item, says Billings, and the
Enchilada Tomatillos. 

We chose to go with pork on the
two puffy tacos. They were topped
with carmelized onions, lettuce,
tomato onion relish and a version of
Mexican sour cream. 

We sprang for three tomatillos, two
with avocado and one with chicken.
Each tortilla was also filled with
poblano peppers, portobello mush-
rooms and cilantro tomatillo sauce.

Both entrees came with two side
orders.

The combination of the airiness and

crunchiness of the puffy tacos makes
me understand why the dish has
remained so popular. Elote even
offers a breakfast puffy taco option at
the Cherry Street Farmers Market
during the summer months.

The tomatillos tasted very fresh,
particularly the ones with avocado.
Although, while I don’t eat a lot of
meat, there was something about the
added flavor of the chicken tomatillo
that hooked me.

Elote’s menu contains appetizers,
tacos, burritos and larger entree
items, with no dish costing more than
$13.99.

Elote serves lunch and dinner
Monday-Saturday, starting at 11 a.m.

Local Dining

JALAPENO SCREAMERS:
Elote’s Roasted Jalapeno Screamers:
roasted jalapeños filled with cream
cheese and topped with strawberries
and black bean corn relish.

FLOURISHING RESTAURATEUR: Libby Billings stands in her
third restaurant venture, Rappongi ramen bar, 601 S. Boston Ave., which
opened in November. Billings opened Elote in 2008, followed by The
Vault in 2012. All three restaurants are located in downtown Tulsa’s
Deco District.
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OLIVETO LAUNCHES SEASONAL MENU

RINGING IN THE HOLIDAYS: Oliveto Italian Bistro, 8922 S. Memorial Dr., recently unveiled its sea-
sonal menu and drinks to ring in the holiday season. The restaurant offers traditional Italian dishes,
woodstone pizzas, sandwiches and salads. Oliveto also offers catering services and “Curbside Carryout.”
From left are Beau Selby, manager of Oliveto Italian Bistro; Julie Selby, school program, nutrition spe-
cialist and account executive for catering sales; Eric Selby, vice president of brand development and
managing member; and Sheri Miksa, Mazzio’s president and CEO.

GTR Newspapers Photo

DINING OUT IN GREATER TULSA

www.goodnightgoodmorning.pink
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This past fall Jose Minguez, a
patient relations advocate and
interpreter for Cancer Treatment
Centers of America (CTCA) in
Tulsa, took a challenging exami-
nation. And he passed it. Few
people in the state will ever take
this exam, let alone receive a pro-
f icient score. What makes
Minguez such a special employee
at this Tulsa cancer center is the
calling behind why he pursued
the achievement in the f irst
place.

If you have ever been in a situa-
tion with a complex and frighten-
ing health diagnosis, you know
that understanding all the med-
ical terms can be daunting and
the processes unfamiliar, even
with a great healthcare team and
communicating in English. But
what if English was not your first
tongue? The dictionary of med-
ical vernacular used in a hospital
every day can be like a language
unto itself. Add to that financial
terms, insurance protocols,
fatigue from illness and the stress
of worry. There is a big chance
you won’t hear or understand
everything you need to make the
best health choices for you and
your family. 

That challenge, the worry of the
unknown coupled with the fear of
not understanding, is why
Minquez committed himself to

studying for the National Board
Certif ication in Spanish for
Medical Interpreters (NBCMI).
The distinction is a nationally
recognized and validated certifi-
cation for medical interpreters. It
is an independent division of the
International Medical
Interpreters Association (IMIA). 

“We never want language to be
a barrier to making good,
informed healthcare decisions,”

says Susan Magill, guest services
director at CTCA and Minguez’s
supervisor. “So we support and
encourage any employee who
desires to achieve this certifica-
tion.” 

Minguez says his medical inter-
preting skills are used on almost
a daily basis at the hospital. “This
service is not used only when the
patient is here but also to help
facilitate communication
between the patient and his or her
appointment scheduler and care
manager.”

A few of the special require-
ments Minguez accomplished for
his certif ication included 40
hours of medical interpreting
coursework, the study of anato-
my, physiology and medical ter-
minology, and interpreting spe-
cialty technique classes in con-
secutive, simultaneous or sight
translation. The process was
capped off with written and oral
exams and took him about a year
to complete.

“As a patient advocate, I make
sure that all our patients experi-
ence our ‘Mother Standard of
Care’ model, which is treating
our patients like we would treat a
loved one,” says Minguez.
“When you mix this with being
an interpreter, it usually means
guiding them through the whole
process. I become the contact

person for any questions, con-
cerns or any other communica-
tion between them and the hospi-
tal.”

For less common languages, the
CTCA patient advocate team
offers patients and their families
another language solution sys-
tem, called Video Remote
Interpreting. Four computer-
based devices throughout the
medical center provide access to
fluent speakers in multiple lan-
guages, 24 hours a day. “The
interpreters are unique, because
of their deep knowledge of our
cancer center’s services, and their
prof iciency is communicating
complex medical terms, ideas
and treatments,” says Magill.
“During the past year, our guests

used interpreters for Russian,
Chinese (Mandarin), Creole,
Arabic and Portuguese through
this program.”

Minguez noted that he likes to
be good at any tasks he sets his
mind to. But, becoming a med-
ical interpreter was kind of a
“revelation.” The 42-year-old for-
eign language teacher says he had
not felt fulfilled working in his
earlier career in the legal system. 

“I wanted a real purpose and I
found it here at CTCA. I came to
interpret as an outside provider,
and I knew immediately that this
is what I wanted full-time,” says
Minguez. “To be able to help
people who are in a moment of
extraordinary need has no com-
parison. I knew I was at home.”

Cancer Treatment Centers of
America (CTCA) announces that
its hospital located in Tulsa has
been named 2016 Guardian of
Excellence Award winner by Press
Ganey. The Guardian of
Excellence Award recognizes top-
performing health care organiza-
tions that have consistently
achieved the 95th percentile or
above of performance in patient
experience.

CTCA-Tulsa was recognized for
excellence in outpatient care.
Other CTCA hospitals in Chicago,
Atlanta, and Phoenix, were also
honored. Atlanta and Chicago
received the award for inpatient
services. Phoenix was recognized
for excellence in outpatient care. 

The Press Ganey Guardian of
Excellence Award is a nationally-
recognized symbol of achieve-
ment in health care. Presented
annually, the award honors clients
who consistently sustained per-
formance in the top five percent
of all Press Ganey clients for each
reporting period during the
course of one year. 

“True to our mission, vision,
values and commitment to the
mother standard of care, the
Guardian of Excellence Award
symbolizes the unyielding service
excellence that our employees
provide to our patients and care-
givers every day,” says CTCA in
Tulsa President and CEO Jay
Foley. “I am very proud of our

team in Tulsa, as well as across
the CTCA organization for their
dedication to those they serve.” 

According to Foley, the award
represents an important recogni-
tion from the industry’s leader in
measuring, understanding and
improving patient experience. 

“We are proud to partner with
CTCA,” says Patrick T. Ryan,
CEO of Press Ganey. “This award
is a testament to the organiza-
tion’s leadership in delivering
patient-centered care. By achiev-
ing and sustaining this level of
excellence, CTCA continues to
demonstrate their commitment to
reducing patient suffering and
advancing the overall quality of
health care.” 

Hillcrest Medical Center
and Tulsa Health Department
hosted the 13th Annual
“Don’t Bug Me” Flu
Prevention Campaign kick-
off event Nov. 1 at Smith
Elementary School in Owasso
during a school assembly
attended by hundreds of stu-
dents.  

Professor Penelope IAK, a
fun and eccentric character,
entertained the students
teaching them how to prevent
the flu bug.  Students also

received a pair of Don’t Bug
Me antennae at the kick-off.   

For more than a decade, the
Tulsa Health Department and
Hillcrest Healthcare System
have joined together to edu-
cate the community about
ways to stay healthy by pro-
tecting themselves from the
flu and other communicable
diseases.  Don’t Bug Me is a
fun campaign designed to
teach elementary students the
techniques to keep the spread
of germs at a minimum.  
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HEALTH & WELLNESS

CTCA Employee Receives Language Certification

JOSE MINGUEZ: Making a dif-
ference in the lives of patients.

TULSA’S CANCER TREATMENT CENTER 
OF AMERICA FACILTY

CTCA Hospitals Receive National Awards

Annual ‘Don’t Bug Me’ Flu Campaign Kicks Off
Hillcrest, Health Dept. Join Together to

Help Keep Community Healthy

FLU FIGHTERS: Students at Smith Elementary School in Owasso put on
their Don’t Bug Me hats during the school assembly, hosted by Professor
Penelope IAK.

PROFESSOR AND FRIEND:
Professor Penelope IAK and Hillcrest
Healthcare System CEO Kevin Gross
get ready to battle the flu during the
school assembly in Owasso.
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During the next few weeks, mail-
boxes will be stuffed with
Christmas catalogs and shopping
guides vying for attention this hol-
iday season. They will shine and
sparkle with pretty items that
range from the useful to the use-
less. But what if, in the season of
giving, individual’s generosity is
the gift of opportunity to learn or
to explore?

The Tulsa Community College
Foundation has created the ulti-
mate gift catalog, featuring schol-
arships, learning opportunities and
educational experiences for stu-
dents. Launched in time for the
holiday season, The Wish Book
2016, in print and online, details
gift-giving opportunities for those
looking for something a little dif-
ferent.

“The Wish Book reimagines edu-
cation giving opportunities and
uses Neiman Marcus’ The
Christmas Book as inspiration,”
Lauren Brookey, president of the
TCC Foundation says.

The 17 projects featured in The
Wish Book range from helping
students in the Honors program to
providing students an opportunity
to learn about their heritage in the
African country of Ghana or study
at NASA’s Jet Propulsion Lab in
California. Other projects include
a new laboratory for biology stu-
dents with naming rights, under-
writing a student art competition
or financing a mock courtroom
renovation.

“The Wish Book is timed to cap-
italize on holiday giving as indi-
viduals look for that unique gift to
give. Most of us will soon receive
numerous retail catalogs with gifts
that sparkle. The Wish Book is a
catalog with opportunities - small

or large - to help our students
shine,” Brookey says.

Some of the gift opportunities
are scholarships. A private schol-
arship in the name of its donor has
value that extends beyond mone-
tary support for a struggling col-
lege student, according to
Brookey. Private scholarships link
students to their future through
graduates who traveled a similar
academic or personal road. The
donor provides a real example of
the returns of hard work and per-
severance for students who see
economic, academic and social
pressures ahead.

The catalog was born from the
educational dreams of students

and faculty at TCC and reflects
extraordinary experiences to assist
the learning process.

“These ideas are sure to ignite a
student’s passion or provide a
building block for success. We call
them opportunity gifts. The gifts
you can give cover a broad range
of costs and possibilities, and we
will take donations at any level to
help fund these education
dreams,” Brookey says.

This is the first year for The Wish
Book that provides a way to give
back to students as an investment
in tomorrow’s leaders of Tulsa. For
more information, check out the
digital version of The Wish Book
2016 at tccwishbook.com.

TULSA RESEARCH DAY: Students, educators, and professionals
came together Nov. 3 at the OU-Tulsa campus for Tulsa Research Day
to collaborate and learn about research happenings in Tulsa. Among
those at the event were, from left, Dr. Kevin Yueju Wang, professor of
molecular biology at Northeastern State University Broken Arrow, who
specializes in plant biotechnology; Jingling Yu, student from Victory
Christian Academy; Michael Teague, Oklahoma Secretary of Energy
and Environment, who delivered the keynote address; and NSUBA
research students Sawyer Sparks, Janet McLane, and Courtney
Willingham. The annual event is presented by Tulsa Research Partners
(TRP), an initiative of the Oklahoma Innovation Institute (OII). The
theme for the event was “FEWS” (Food, Energy and Water Systems). 

GTR Newspapers photo

TCC Launches New Concept for Holiday Giving
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Each year the Oklahoma
Department of Career and
Technology Education recog-
nizes students who have chosen
to study specif-
ic programs
based on inter-
ests and abili-
ties, rather than
traditional gen-
der roles, with
the aptly named
“ B r e a k i n g
T r a d i t i o n s
A w a r d . ”
Nominees for
the award con-
tribute by creat-
ing more aware-
ness of and sup-
port for all non-
traditional stu-
dents and pro-
grams.  

Non-tradition-
al training and
employment is
def ined by occupations and
careers where individuals from
one gender comprise less than 25
percent of the individuals
employed in a particular field.

Cinnamon Anderson, an adult
student in Tulsa Tech’s drafting
program, has been nominated for
one of this year’s awards. Her ini-
tial decision to follow this career
path wasn’t determined by her
gender, however; it was built on
her desire to achieve her career
goals and follow her dreams.

“I decided to study drafting
because it was more along the
lines of what I wanted to do in the
future,” Anderson says. “My goal
is to someday own a construction
company and specialize in the
construction of power plants.” 

The Nebraska native has
worked on construction projects

in Oklahoma, Texas, Louisiana,
Alabama and Florida. In fact, it
was a power plant construction
project that brought her to

Oklahoma in
2011. Although
Anderson admits
that studying in
a male-oriented
class can be
challenging at
first, her experi-
ences on numer-
ous construction
sites have made
her confident in
her abilities, and
everything has
worked out fine,
she says.

“Studying a
subject that has
a lot more males
than females is
similar to work-
ing on a con-
struction site,”

she continues. “At first, it can be
competitive, which is good
because once everyone knows
that you have the skills to suc-
ceed, then we can all get back to
work. I really enjoy my class. We
a have a good group, and it is eas-
ier to learn with individuals
around me who also want to
learn.”

Michael Doering, one of Tulsa
Tech’s drafting instructors, thinks
there are plenty of opportunities
in the industry for students with
Anderson’s drive and determina-
tion.

“There is no doubt that
Cinnamon is determined to learn
as much as she can, in order to
achieve her goals,” Doering says.
“Wherever her career takes her,
that determination will translate
into success.”

Anderson credits her instructor
with providing knowledge and
patience and taking the extra time
to explain the reason behind each
correct answer.

“Mr. Doering is very helpful,”
Anderson says. “He doesn’t just
tell you something, he takes time
to visit with you and explain why
this is the correct solution.”

The proud mother of two feels
her involvement with the student
organization SkillsUSA has pro-
vided her with additional confi-
dence and more opportunities,
helping her to learn valuable
skills outside of her drafting
courses.

“My involvement with
SkillsUSA has not only provided
me with support and encourage-
ment,” says Anderson, “but, most
importantly, it has taught me
about leadership; I feel it demon-
strates to employers and others
that, as students, we are striving
to be our best.”

Like all Tulsa Tech students,
Cinnamon Anderson is making
her own path toward success, and
she is quick to encourage other
young women, regardless of their
interests, to do the same.

“My advice to other young
women,” she says, “is just to
keep at it. If you want to work in
drafting or construction or
become a mechanic or an engi-
neer, it doesn’t matter. If you feel
it in your heart, then just keep at
it.”

If you’re currently looking for
exciting classes for high school
and adult students, quality busi-
ness and industry training, or are
determined to begin a new career,
Tulsa Tech invites you to visit
today. For more information,
please call 918-828-5200 or visit
us online at tulsatech.edu.

News from
Tulsa Tech

By DR. STEVE TIGER
Superintendent

Student Recognized for ‘Breaking Traditions’

CONSTRUCTION INTEREST: Cinnamon Anderson, a student in
Tulsa Tech’s drafting program, has been nominated for an Oklahoma
Department of Career and Technology Education “Breaking Traditions
Award,” in recognition of her pursuit of a “non-traditional” occupation.

Courtesy Tulsa Tech

 

www.misshelens.com
tulsatech.edu
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April Sailsbury, senior vice pres-
ident of the Broken Arrow
Chamber, has been named the
Outstanding Chamber Leader of
the Year by the Oklahoma
Chamber of Commerce
Executives (OCCE). Sailsbury has
been with the Chamber for five
years and has held her current

position for three years.
The award recognizes a chamber

staff member who has performed
exceptional work for their local
chamber and community. During
her tenure, Sailsbury has
increased member involvement,
developed new and meaningful
content for members and
increased revenue streams for the
chamber.

“This award signifies countless
hours of work above and beyond
the scope of daily operations on
behalf of the Chamber and com-
munity,” said OCCE Chairman
Suzanne Shirey. 

The Rose District Ice Rink
opened in downtown Broken

Arrow’s Rose District Pavilion,
418 S. Main St., on Dec. 1. The
rink will be open throughout the
holiday season, including
Christmas Eve, Christmas Day
and New Year’s Days. The last day
of operation will be Sunday, Jan.
8. 

More information about the

Rose District Ice Rink, including
hours of operation and pricing
information, can be found at
fb.com/RoseDistrictRink.

To coincide with the opening of
the ice rink, the Rose District
hosted two additional events: the
first ever Broken Arrow Wine
Walk and the Rose District
Holiday Shopping Night.  

The Wine Walk was a wine sam-

pling event that featured eight
locations for participants to visit
where they received wine and
small bites to samples.

Also taking place through Dec.
11 is Buy Broken Arrow. The
drawings for the three cash prizes
will take place Dec. 13 at Moody’s
Jewelry, 2013 W. Kenosha St. The
cash prizes are $10,000; $3,000;
and $2,000.
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BROKEN ARROW NEWS

In October, 14 local students
were sworn in as this year’s
Youth City Council (YCC)
members.

The 2016-2017 YCC members
are:

· Allison Cloud, Epic Charter
School

· Annalise Crockett, Broken
Arrow High School (BAHS)

· Bethel Ejim, BAHS
· Cady Pax, BAHS
· Cale Ensminger, BAHS
· Cara Ho, homeschool
· Elvin “EJ” Hardwick, BAHS
· Eric McKinney, BAHS
· Justin Coats, BAHS
· Mallory Willis, BAHS

· Megan Skates, BAHS
· Piper Tully, BAHS
· Sabrina Domrique, BAHS
· Zoe Brooks, BAHS
Broken Arrow Youth City

Council provides an opportunity
for high school students to learn
how municipal government
works, obtain an understanding
of local policymaking and help
serve their community.
Participants will meet with city
councilors and other city offi-
cials, tour public facilities,
attend public meetings, and
demonstrate knowledge gained
by presenting their ideas during
the Mock Youth City Council
Meeting and to the Broken
Arrow City Council.

Students Named to 
Youth City Council

Applications are now available for
Oklahoma fifth- and eighth-grade
public and private school teachers
interested in receiving a fellowship
to attend the 2017 Colonial
Williamsburg Teacher Institute in
the restored capital city of 18th-
century Virginia. The session for
Oklahoma fifth-grade teachers will
be held June 8-14, 2017. 

The session for eighth-grade
social studies teachers will be held
June 15-21, 2017.

The fellowship covers all program
activities, airfare, lodging and most
meals. Each teacher also receives a
$300 stipend for classroom materi-
als. While at Colonial
Williamsburg-the world’s largest
living history museum-Oklahoma
teachers will have the opportunity
to meet character interpreters of
18th-century people and be
immersed in early American histo-
ry through hands-on activities and
reenactments of historic events.
Participants will visit nearby
Jamestown, the site of the first per-
manent English colony in America,
and visit the Yorktown battlefields
where the Continental Army forced
the British to surrender.
Participants also will meet daily
with a peer facilitator to discuss
interactive teaching techniques and
develop creative lesson plans based
on their experiences.

Oklahoma’s fifth-grade teacher
institute program is designed for
fifth-grade social studies/history
teachers and resource teachers,
such as librarians or gifted-talented
teachers, who plan to teach U.S.
history in their schools in 2017-
2018. The middle-school program

is open to eighth-grade classroom
teachers who teach U.S. history as
part of their social studies curricu-
lum.

“The Colonial Williamsburg
Teacher Institute is by far the finest,
most comprehensive teacher train-
ing I have ever attended,” said for-
mer Teacher Institute participant
Linda Goodnight of Wewoka.

The Oklahoma Foundation for
Excellence has coordinated
Oklahoma’s participation in the
Colonial Williamsburg Teacher
Institute since 1993. Completed
applications must be postmarked
by Feb. 1, 2017.

Teacher Fellowship 
Applications Open

HISTORIC LEARNING:
Liberty Elementary fifth grade
teacher Ashley Weston tries on his-
torical clothing during the 2016
Colonial Williamsburg Teacher
Institute. Applications are now
being accepted for the summer
2017 teacher institutes for fifth-
and eighth-grade teachers.

Chamber Executive Recognized

ROSE DISTRICT BEGINS HOLIDAY EVENTS

APRIL SALISBURY

Buy Broken Arrow Ends Dec. 11
Outdoor Ice Rink Open Through Jan. 8

FESTIVITIES GALORE: In November, the Rose District held its third annual holiday lighting ceremo-
ny. Downtown holiday activities will continue through New Year’s Day, including the Rose District Ice Rink,
which opened Dec. 1 and is located at the Rose District Pavilion, 418 S. Main St.

Courtesy Broken Arrow Chamber EMILY RAMSEY for GTR Newspapers

City Leaders, BAPS Show Unity
Broken Arrow city, chamber of

commerce and education leaders
hosted a press conference on Nov.
21 to discuss the current crisis in
teacher pay and the recent rejection
of State Question 779. In a show of
regional unity, many area school dis-
tricts were represented, including
Sand Springs, Bixby, Union and
Owasso public schools.

“I was overwhelmed by being
asked by the Broken Arrow city and
chamber to speak at this event and
by seeing them reach out to the
school district,” said Broken Arrow
Superintendent Jarod Mendenhall.

“Teachers are entrusted with our
most precious commodity, our chil-
dren, but teachers’ pay shows that
we don’t value them.

“I urge legislators in next session
to pay them what they deserve.”

He also urged parents to reach out
to their legislators.

Broken Arrow City Manager
Michael Spurgeon spoke about the
rejection of State Question 779, a
proposal that would have raised the
sales and use tax by one percentage
point. Of the total revenue generated
by the new tax, 60 percent would go
to providing a salary increase of at
least $5,000 for every public school
teacher. The remaining funds would
be divided between public schools
(9.5 percent), higher education

(19.25 percent), career and technol-
ogy education (3.25 percent), and
early childhood education (8 per-
cent), according to okpolicy.org.

“When I heard about the rejection
of State Question 779, I had mixed
emotions: I was relieved that it
failed because sales tax is the life
blood of Oklahoma cities and this
would have raised our sales tax, but
I also felt sad because teachers need
the pay raise.

“I don’t think that this was s sign
that citizens are against teachers, but
I think this state question pitted
cities against school districts.”

Broken Arrow Chamber of
Commerce President and CEO Wes
Smithwick then spoke about the
necessity of education in bringing
jobs. “I work daily to grow jobs but
can’t do that without an adequately
funded public education system,” he
said.

Finally, State Representative
Michael Rogers promised, “Our
number one priority in the next leg-
islative session will be to address
teacher pay, and we will make a con-
certed effort to address early.

“We want to show that we value
and respect teachers.”

TEACHER RAISES NEEDED: State Representative Michael Rogers
was among the speakers at a November press conference held by city
leaders. Rogers promised that teacher pay would be the “number one
priority in the next legislative session.”

EMILY RAMSEY for GTR Newspapers
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BROKEN ARROW SPORTS

By MIKE MOGUIN
Sports Writer

When Tiffany Jones was named
the interim girls head basketball
coach for Broken Arrow in
September, she got lots of support
from players and friends in the
coaching profession.

Jones has been on board the Lady
Tigers’ coaching staff since 2011,
when she joined as an assistant.
She is taking over the reins from
Michael Hughes, who stepped
down during the offseason to spend
more time with family.

Former standout players such as
the recently graduated Alexis
Gaulden, who is now a freshman
at the University of Tulsa, have
been among those showing sup-
port.

“That group has been great,”
Jones says. “There was a tremen-
dous amount of support from our
kids when it was announced. Their
response was incredibly positive.
The girls have been great.”

Before coming to Broken Arrow
five years ago, Jones had spent 18
years at Duncan, having coached
under Phil Landrum, an Oklahoma
Coaches Association Hall of Fame
member, who coached the Lady
Demons to frequent trips to the
state tournament.

Jones took over the coaching
duties at Duncan in 2002 when
Landrum left for another coaching
position. In 2004, Jones led the
Lady Demons to the Class 5A state
tournament.  That accomplishment
led her to being named as Lawton
Constitution Large School Coach
of the Year and the Region Coach
of the Year from the Oklahoma
Girls Basketball Coaches
Association.

After two seasons, Jones stepped
down from the hardwood to be the
school’s track and cross country
coach.

Those who worked with Jones
during her time in Duncan also
acknowledged her for getting the
Broken Arrow job.

“(Landrum) sent me a message
pretty quick that day,” she says.

With the job now in her direction,
Jones, who played her college
career at Oklahoma Baptist from
1989-1993, knows that there is
work ahead. Broken Arrow will be
a different team this season than
those that have reached the state
tournament in recent years, includ-
ing back-to-back state champi-
onships in 2014 and 2015. Most of
the players who impacted the Lady
Tigers in their state title campaigns
have graduated. 

“Coach Hughes has done a great
job and we’ve had great success.
We wish him well, but now we’re
going to work,” Jones says. “We’re
going to celebrate what we’ve had,
but we can’t rest on that. We have
to get to the gym and get to work.
Everybody knows we’re young,
but the fun thing about being
young is you improve. Players
improve all year long. I’ve had real
good support from kids who have
graduated in the past. They’ve
been encouraging and that’s been
fun.”

Last season, the Lady Tigers went
24-4, reaching the state semifinals
before bowing out to eventual state
runner-up Owasso.

Jalise Smallwood (5-7, senior,
guard) is the only returning starter
for the 2016-17 campaign.
Angelica Cuellar (5-2, senior,
guard), who came off the bench
and played last year is also back.

“Those are the only two who have
any varsity experience as far as
playing a close game,” Jones says.
“We are young.”

The Lady Tigers also lost Lauren
Richter, a 6-2 center, who moved to
Bartlesville.

However, Cherish Doku (5-8,
senior, forward) and Danyell
Moore (6-1, senior, forward) who
transferred respectively from
Booker T. Washington and East
Central last year at mid-term,
return. They didn’t get much time
in with the Lady Tigers, but their
experience will be important,
Jones says.

There will also be some juniors
who got plenty of minutes in junior
varsity games last year.

“I think teamwork and chemistry
is going to be very important for
us,” Jones says. “We’re really
working on how we are sharing the
ball with each other, know who we
are passing to, what are our
strengths and weaknesses, but
being very intentional and very
disciplined in what we do.”

Although Broken Arrow will be
different in terms of talent, it still
hungers to return to the state tour-
nament. The loss in the semifinals
has spurred the team through the
offseason.

“Absolutely,” Jones says.
“Obviously, we had a disappoint-
ing end last year. But we talked
about our work ethic in practice.
There are going to be teams more
talented than us, but we’re going to
play hard and smart. We’re not
going to be the biggest team or the
fastest team, but we’re going to do
everything we can that we can con-
trol. We’re going to have to play
well together.”

Owasso, Sand Springs and

Bartlesville are the expected the
strongest foes on the schedule.
Broken Arrow opens its season on

Dec. 2 on the road against Bishop
Kelley. It will host Bixby in its
home opener on Dec. 6.

Tiffany Jones Ready to Lead B.A. Lady Tigers

COACHING STRATEGIST: Broken Arrow girls basketball coach
Tiffany Jones holds a clipboard while coaching in a team scrimmage Nov.
10. Jones was named interim coach for the Lady Tigers’coach in September.

Courtesy Broken Arrow Athletic Department
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SPORTS

By MIKE MOGUIN
GTR Sports Writer

A first was made in Lincoln
Christian school history when its
cross-country teams captured the
Class 4A state championships Oct.
22 in Shawnee.

The boys won the title for the
third straight year while the girls
got their first.

Each team also did it with new
coaches at the helm, although both
were familiar with the program.
Martha O’Rourke had previously
coached both the Eagles and Lady
Eagles for seven years, before
retiring and turning the reins over
to Stephen Lewelling and Kailan
Woods, respectively, who were
assistants for each team.

“It was incredible,” Lewelling
says of his team winning. “We
knew there was really good com-
petition with Bethany and Metro.
We knew we had to work real hard.
The kids just sold out to the idea of
leaving it all out there.”

Each team also had a runner-up,
with junior Luke Murphy taking
those honors for the boys and sen-
ior Alyssa Solberg getting it for
the girls.

“It’s fun because you did it
together,” Woods says. “The boys
have been winning and the girls
just accomplished it. Our guys
coach and I work side-by-side
everyday like we both equally pour
into both programs. It’s like one
big massive family, to be able to
celebrate a state championship in
the same year is a great feeling and
an incredible accomplishment by
our kids.”

In the boys’ competition, the
Eagles won with 57 points, beating

Metro Christian, who finished
with 80. Bethany was third with
112.  

“The guys are really focused and
driven,” Lewelling says. “They
have a great ability to put distrac-
tions aside and focus on the task at
hand.”

Murphy finishing the boys’ run
with a time of 16:02.88.
Berryhill’s Daniel Mazzei won the
meet after completing the race at
15:33.18.

“I, honestly, was not focused on
how I was going to do,” Murphy
says. “I was thinking about how
my team was going to do. I really
didn’t care how I placed. I knew
all the hard work I had done was
going to show itself, but I was
thinking about our team and hop-
ing they could put all the pieces
together and pull out a win.”

Other runners for the Eagles at
state were Preston Turner (16:41.18),
Brock Sherwin (17:00.18), Harison
Michael (17:16.28) and Clay Levell
(17:25.62).

The Eagles are in a good position
to four-peat next season, because
they have no seniors on their
squad. Everyone will be back.

In the girls’ race, the Lady Eagles
finished with 66 points, also beat-
ing Metro Christian, who finished
with 86. Plainview, a school based
out of a community in Ardmore,
was third with 97.

“It was definitely a team effort,”
Woods says. “We talked a lot about
a vision. The Bible says where
there is no vision, the people per-
ish. So we talked a lot about that
and the strength God will give you
as you honor him.”

The girls attributed winning state
to having a vision of putting in
more miles in practice than they
ever have before, Woods says.

“There’s really no explanation
for it other than God’s grace and
favor and the work ethic of those
kids,” Woods said. “They perse-
vered.”

“That was fantastic,” Lewelling
says in regards to the girls’ win-

ning state as well. “They were not
favored to win at all. They really
busted their tails in the season.
Every practice, they gave it their
all and it paid off in the end.”

“It was probably one of the great-
est joys of my life to see those kids
come together and accomplish
that,” Woods says. “There is just
something about being a coach
and mentoring those kids and they
work pay off in a state champi-
onship, I don’t think you could ask
for anything more. And the way
they ran was unbelievable.”

The Lady Eagles had run 34 sec-
onds faster than they ran all season
long, Woods says.

Solberg, who won the individual
title last year, achieved her second-
place finish with a time of
11:39.88.

“Getting an individual state title
last year felt amazing, but doing it
with a team by my side felt 10
times better,” Solberg says. “I loved
the fact that we talked about win-
ning all season, put in work togeth-

er for months, and grinded it out
until the very end. Finishing my
senior year with a team state title is
one of the best feelings and I am so
proud of how hard my team and I
worked for that accomplishment.” 

Winning the individual medal
was Maicie Brown from
Weatherford, who ran a time of
11:35.62.

Other Lady Eagles who ran for
Lincoln Christian were Isabella
Murphy (12:23.84), Ariana Cruz
(12:24.31), Jaylen Riley
(12:28.28) and Asia Pybas
(12:41.53).

Besides Solberg, Pybas, Emily
Young and Emily Grace Long are
the team’s seniors.

“I really truly believe we will
compete at a high-level,” Woods
says. “We won’t have any seniors
next year. I got a couple of juniors,
sophomores and freshmen. We’re
really young, we have great talent
coming, so our expectations is to
continue to compete at our very best
ability and be highly successful.

Lincoln Christian Cross County Takes State
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ULTIMATE TRAINING FACILITY

OFF OF HWY 169 and 61st ST.
(918) 459-0399 allstarsportscomplex.com

• Baseball Camps
• Batting Cages

• Miniature Golf
• Video Arcade

Oilers Goalie Helps Team to Great Start
By GLENN HIBDON
GTR Sports Writer

Jamie Phillips appears to be mild mannered,
almost shy. He seems modest, intelligent and
focused on his future. But more importantly to
fans of the Tulsa Oilers, the young goalie wins
hockey games.  

Through the first dozen games of the ECHL
season, the Oilers enjoyed success they hadn’t
experienced in years. With a 10-2 record,
including an 8-0 mark at the BOK Center,
Phillips was between the pipes for all of the
victories. The 23-year-old rookie earned early
praise from the league, winning Goalie of the
Month for October, Goalie of the Week once
and three times selected the No. 1 star for his
performances.

In mid-November, the question for the fran-
chise and its followers was, how long will it
continue? Phillips is the property of the NHL
Winnipeg Jets and was sent to Tulsa for play-
ing time. Obviously, his success hasn’t gone
unnoticed, and a call up could come at any
time.

“I’m sure he will get his chance, but the last
thing we need to be doing is worrying about
that,’’ says Oilers coach Jason Christie. “When
an opportunity comes, you wrap your arms
around it. Right now he’s working hard and
pushing other goalies. It’s day to day with him,
but while he’s here, he’s with us.’’

At 6-foot-3 and 175 pounds, the native of
Caledonia, Ontario, strikes an opposing image
for enemy snipers. Through four seasons at
Michigan Tech he compiled a 57-25-8 record
with 10 career shutouts. The Jets were so
impressed they took him in the 2012 NHL
entry draft.

With the Oilers, Phillips has continued his
winning ways, leading the ECHL in minutes
played and saves with a 2.16 goals against
average and a .931 save percentage through the
team’s first 12 games. The franchise hasn’t
seen such a performance since Rod Branch in
the 2001-02 season. Some veteran observers
say Phillips surpasses Branch in potential,

making him perhaps the club’s best goalie
prospect since the Oilers’ resurrection in 1992.

That’s a lot of pressure to put on the shoul-
ders of a rookie, but Phillips appears to bearing
up quite well.

“They (the Jets) said I need to play a lot of
games and that’s why I was sent down here,’’
says Phillips, who went to camp with the Jets
and then their AHL affiliate the Manitoba
Moose. “They said I really played well, but
they wanted me to play as many games as I can
so I can get better.

“I really wanted to make the Moose roster for
opening day, but it is what it is, a numbers
game. I do feel that I can get better, and Tulsa
has a really good team. It’s helped my confi-
dence a lot and we’re competitive every night.
My team makes my life easier, blocking shots,
and I’m getting some key saves to keep us in
the games.’’

Indeed, Christie appreciates his diamond in
the rough. The coach is known as a keen devel-
oper of talent for the Jets organization, and
Phillips is one of his prize pupils.

“He’s making key saves at the right time. He’s
dialed in and focused,’’ says Christie. “He’s
prepared and works hard and that’s what it
boils down to. When you see how he competes
in practice, he’s going to make himself have
success that way.’’

Christie says Phillips can see pucks and he
makes himself big in the crease. His timing is
an asset.

“He’s a young kid who is learning every day
and he keeps learning,’’ adds Christie. “The
biggest thing is for him to develop. If keeps
doing those things he will make himself into a
better goalie. As a team, I like the way the guys
are playing for each other. We have a young
team but good leadership. We won’t lose
games by not working hard.’’

Phillips says he didn’t know what to expect
when he came to the ECHL, but he’s found the
game to be faster than in college with players
making smarter decisions with the puck. More
goals are scored, and more scoring opportuni-
ties await.

“College hockey is more of a defensive
game,’’ Phillips says. “And we play double the
games here than we do in college. I’ve been
able to adapt to the schedule and I would play
every night if I could.’’

However, Phillips acknowledges that rest is
important. He uses his days off to recover, to
relax and stretch his muscles. In his spare time,
the rangy keeper plays the guitar, watches tel-
evision and reads. Trips to the bookstore are
common.

Phillips decided at age 12 he wanted to be a
goalie. He “wasn’t having fun’’ as a skater and
after the switch, he found the position he loved.

“I loved it since the first day,’’ says Phillips.
“I’ve had a lot of ups and downs and things
don’t always go my way. It’s a long grind, but I
think my size helps in positioning. The bigger
you are, the more net you take up. I try to look
big in the net.

“I think I have good instincts and mental con-
sistency. I try not to let in soft pucks and key
on my game every single night. College helped
a lot because playing one or two games a week,
if you lose one game, it could ruin your season.
I know I’ve got to be in the zone every single
night.’’

Phillips says he is a butterfly style goalie
who takes dives across the crease to stop
pucks. He says his approach on certain
shots can result in him getting hit more
with the puck, but that’s his job. As the last
line of defense, he’s a puck arrester put-
ting the cuffs on enemy scoring aspira-
tions.   

“I think getting my first shutout was pretty
cool and also my first pro win,’’ Phillips
says. “Every single game I always look back
on it with the team and it’s fun to win. We
have a good team that can score a lot of
goals and we’re consistent on the back end
with our defense and all-around game.

“The team has confidence in me and I have
confidence in my own game. I expect the
best out of myself. I have no idea when I will
be (called up). I keep that out of my head
and try to control what I can. I want to win
as many games as I can and win the Kelly
Cup.’’

Phillips is not bashful about stating his
career goals. He said the next step may be
the AHL and the Manitoba Moose. If and
when that day comes, he’ll probably greet it
in his usual aw-shucks manner.

Jamie Phillips Earns Accolades

JAMIE PHILLIPS

SOONER GREAT AND FRIENDS: University of Oklahoma football great Uwe Von
Schamann, center, recently visited the Cigar Box in Broken Arrow and was greeted by
friends and fans alike. In the photo are Tulsans Steve Abbott, left, and Lindsay
Williams.  Von Schamann is famous in OU football history for kicking the winning field
goal in the last seconds to defeat Ohio State in 1977. He played for the Miami
Dolphins from 1979-1984 and is now associated with the Children’s Rehabilitation
Center in Bethany, Oklahoma.

GTR Newspapers photo
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University of Tulsa senior cross
country and track and field student-
athlete Kirk Smith has been award-
ed a 2017 Rhodes Scholarship,
making him one of only 32 recipi-
ents in the nation. Smith is TU’s
first Rhodes Scholar since 1988,
when another TU track and field
student-athlete, Peter Bednekoff,
was awarded the same prestigious
honor. 

While his team was finishing in
11th place at the NCAA Cross
Country Championships recently,
Smith was in the midst of two days
of interviews for the Rhodes
Scholar award. Smith is a captain
on the Tulsa cross-country team and
in track and field runs the steeple-

chase, 5,000-meter and 10,000-
meter for the Golden Hurricane.

Rhodes finalists are selected for
their outstanding scholarly
achievements, character, commit-
ment to others and potential career
leadership. Rhodes Scholars
receive two years of full financial
support to pursue a degree at the
University of Oxford in the United
Kingdom.

“This is an outstanding honor for
Kirk, our university and the athletic
program. Kirk has been able to suc-
cessfully compete for our cross
country and track and field teams,
and still be in a position academi-
cally to win such an acclaimed
award that only recognizes 31 other
recipients nationally,” said Vice
President and Director of Athletics
Derrick Gragg. “This recognition
epitomizes the dedication and hard
work of Kirk in the classroom that
we want all of our student-athlete to
strive to achieve.”

A St. Louis, Missouri, native,
Smith is a TU Presidential Scholar,
an inaugural member of TU’s
Global Scholars program and a
National Merit Scholar. At Oxford,
he plans to pursue a doctorate in
engineering science.

“This is a great honor not only for
Kirk and the university, but for our
track and field program as well. I
think it shows the type of student-
athlete we try to bring into our pro-
gram,” said Tulsa Cross Country and
Track and Field Coach Steve Gulley.
“Kirk is a great leader and leads by
example. He has worked hard all
four years, and I think his work ethic
speaks the most about him.”

“You get everything Kirk has –
110 percent – and I think it shows,
not only academically, but athleti-
cally too. Through the recruiting
process it was very obvious that
Kirk was very organized academi-
cally and was really committed to
pursuing engineering as his aca-
demic major,” added Gulley. “The

university’s reputation in engineer-
ing made it easier to get him to join
our track program.”

The University of Tulsa students
and alumni have won more nation-
ally competitive awards than all
other Oklahoma colleges com-
bined. Sixty-one percent of Tulsa’s
student-athletes last year main-
tained a cumulative GPA of 3.0 or
above, while 14 of Tulsa’s 17 inter-
collegiate sports teams had a
cumulative 3.0 GPA or better.

Since May, Tulsa student-athletes
have now won three prestigious
national awards, including soccer
student-athlete Katie Riojas receiv-
ing the 2016 NCAA Walter Byers
Postgraduate Scholarship award,
and women’s rower Emalia Seto
earning the NCAA’s 2016 Jim
McKay Scholarship.
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Tulsa Jr. Tennis Team Places 3rd in Nationals
A team from Tulsa, repre-

senting the USTA Missouri
Valley section, finished third
at the 2015 USTA Junior
Team Tennis 18 Under
Intermediate National
Championships, held at the
Cayce Tennis and Fitness
Center in Cayce, S.C.,
October 20-23.

The 2016 USTA Junior Team
Tennis 18 Under National
Championships brought
together the top 32 teams
from various USTA Sections
throughout the country.

The Tulsa team defeated a
team from Ithaca, N.Y., 56-27 in
the Third Place match.  Earlier
in the day, they lost to a team

from Columbia, Maryland, 46-
38, in the semifinals. 

The team is coached by
Jennifer McCorkle and fea-
tures Blake Sprouse (Broken
Arrow), Christian DeMaio
(Tulsa), Grace Whitten
(Bixby), Jeremy Vaughn
(Broken Arrow), Lauren
McCorkle (Tulsa) and Zachary
Vaughn (Broken Arrow).

The National
Championships serves as the
crown jewel of USTA Junior
Team Tennis as the nation’s
top teams compete for the
title. Each year the USTA
crowns a national champion in
two age divisions (14U and
18U) in both the Intermediate

and Advanced play divisions. 
Established in 1991, USTA

Junior Team Tennis provides
youth with all of the health
and social benefits of tennis
in a co-ed, fun and competi-
tive team environment, and
allows participants to compete
with and against individuals
of similar skill and age levels.
It promotes social skills and
important values by fostering
a spirit of cooperation and
unity, as well as individual
self-growth. USTA Junior
Team Tennis is also a fun
environment for kids to learn
that succeeding is really more
about how they play the game-
win or lose.

TULSA TEAM: From left, Blake Sprouse, Christian DeMaio, Grace Whitten,
Jeremy Vaughn, Lauren McCorkle, Melody Holcomb, Rachel Maras, Rachel
McCorkle and Zachary Vaughn.

Photo by DAVE DELLINGER

Tulsa Student-Athlete is Rhodes Scholar

KIRK SMITH

COWBOY YARDAGE:
OSU’s Chris Carson gains
yardage earlier this season at
Boone Pickens Stadium in the
controversial game with
Central Michigan. Despite that
finish, the Cowboys have expe-
rienced a very fine season as a
premier Big 12 team.  

HARRY LENTZ for GTR Newspapers

HURRICANE TALENT:
Tulsa’s DiAngelo Brewer rushes
for 182 yards earlier this season
in the overtime win against
SMU.  Brewer finished the regu-
lar season with 1,320 rushing
yards to help TU finish 9-3. 

HARRY LENTZ for GTR Newspapers
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DATE VISITOR HOME
Sept. 1 Holland Hall 10 Cascia Hall 48
Sept. 2 Broken Arrow 7 Union 42

Bixby 34 Jenks 38
Bartlesville 14 Owasso 59
B.T. Washington 21 Midwest City 14
Claremore 47 East Central 6
Edison 6 Bishop Kelley 42
Central 27 Memorial 34
Tahlequah Sequoyah 33 McLain 12
Victory Christian 49 Bristow 48
Lincoln Christian 6 Jones 42
Seeworth Academy 0 Webster 33
Okmulgee 28 Rogers 42
Summit Christian 6 Hulbert 43

Sept. 3 OU 23 Houston 33
Louisiana Tech 20 Arkansas 21
San Jose State 10 TU 45
NEO 45 NMMI 52
NSU 19 Washburn 38

Sept. 9 Owasso 10 Broken Arrow 14
Jenks 35 Union 28
Bixby 34 Bentonville (AR) 44
Cascia Hall 27 Bartlesville 7
Edison 7 Memorial 28
Hale 10 Poteau 59
Bishop Kelley 7 Bishop McGuinness 14
Central 42 McLain 28
Oklahoma Christian 7 Metro 54
Lincoln Christian 43 Holland Hall 7
NOAH 6 Webster 50
Summit Christian 8 Kelleyville 19
Sperry 38 Victory 0

Sept. 10 B.T. Washington 7 IMG Academy (FL) 49
TU 3 Ohio State 41
OU 59 Louisiana Monroe 17
Arkansas 41 TCU 38 (2OT)
Central Michigan 30 OSU 27
Trinity Valley 29 NEO 30
Lindenwood 31 NSU 35

Sept. 16 Har-ber Springdale 22 Jenks 44
Putnam City 20 Bixby 56
Bishop Kelley 35 Sapulpa 7
Claremore 28 Edison 7
B.T. Washington 43 Shawnee 6
NW Classen 52 Hale 47
East Central 27 Skiatook 49
Memorial 55 NOAH 20
Cascia Hall 32 Millwood 34
Star Spencer 6 Central 47
Holland Hall 7 Metro 37
McLain 0 Rogers 26
Seminole 14 Lincoln Christian 50
Rejoice Christian 48 Summit Christian 0

Sept. 17 North Carolina A&T 21 TU 58
Pittsburg 38 OSU 45
Texas State3 Arkansas 42
Ohio State 45 OU 24
NSU 37 Pittsburg State 38 (OT)
NEO 14 Tyler JC 65

Sept. 23 Owasso 21 Mustang 40
Yukon 9 Broken Arrow 33
Jenks 55 Norman 0

DATE VISITOR HOME
Sept. 23 Edmond North 0 Union 51

Westmore 28 Bixby 70
Hale 6 Claremore 62
Ponca City 0 B.T. Washington 47
Shawnee 54 East Central 27
Bishop Kelley 28 Collinsville 10
Memorial 0 Pryor 32
Edison 0 Glenpool 6
Central 40 Tecumseh 14
Wagoner 34 Cascia Hall 7
Rogers 20 Broken Bow 56
McLain 20 Miami 21
Metro Christian 48 Poteau 21
Sperry 47 Webster 25
Lincoln Christian 48 Sequoyah-Tahlequah 28
Holland Hall 30 Ketchum 7
Victory Christian 42 Kansas 0

Sept. 24 OSU 24 Baylor 35
TU 48 Fresno State 41 (2OT)
Navarro College 46 NEO 51
Fort Hays State 35 NSU 7
Arkansas 24 Texas A&M 45

Sept. 30 Union 59 Owasso 3
Broken Arrow 24 Jenks 62
Bixby 42 Muskogee 45
B.T. Washington 45 Sapulpa 0
Claremore 27 Memorial 13
Skiatook 39 Hale 0
East Central 7 Edison 25
Pryor 21 Bishop Kelley 31
Tuttle 55 Central 38
McLain 7 Cascia Hall 56
Rogers 7 Sallisaw 58
Stilwell 7 Metro Christian 41
Jay 13 Lincoln Christian 62
Webster 6 Mannford 34
Summit Christian 48 Liberty 29
Ketchum 14 Victory Christian 56
Rejoice Christian 49 Quapaw 8

Oct. 1 Alcorn State 10 Arkansas 52
OU 52 TCU 46
Texas 31 OSU 49
NSU 14 Missouri Western St. 45
NEO 22 Kilgore College 31

Oct. 6 Putnam City North 0 Owasso 43
Hilldale 63 Rogers 0

Oct. 7 Moore 3 Union 52
Jenks 59 Edmond Memorial 21
Westmore 28 Broken Arrow 36
Sapulpa 17 Bixby 62
Bishop Kelley 7 Claremore 21
Muskogee 23 B.T. Washington 6
Memorial 35 Skiatook 22
Hale 12 Collinsville 49
Durant 35 East Central 6
Edison 7 McAlleter 36
Central 14 Bethany 35
Cascia Hall 63 Miami 7
Wagoner 55 McLain 0
Metro Christian 13 Fort Gibson 35
Lincoln Christian 75 Inola 59
Berryhill 42 Webster 0

DATE VISITOR HOME
Oct. 7 Victory Christian 56 Colcord 0

Liberty 12 Rejoice Christian 76
Holland Hall 38 Chouteau-Mazie 14
Kiefer 18 Summit Christian 0
SMU 40 TU 43 (OT)

Oct. 8 Alabama 49 Arkansas 30
Iowa State 31 OSU 38
Texas 40 OU 45
NEO 60 Cisco College 26
Emporia State 47 NSU 27

Oct. 13 Collinsville 28 Memorial 0
East Central 15 Noble 48
Cascia Hall 41 Vinita 6
McLain 14 Grove 40
Chouteau-Mazie 8 Victory Christian 47
Rejoice Christian 0 Afton 41

Oct. 14 Southmoore 34 Owasso 12
Union 27 Norman North 30
Broken Arrow 6 Edmond Santa Fe 18
Bixby 60 Ponca City 6
Coweta 34 Edison 14
Skiatook 21 Bishop Kelley 28
Pryor 47 Hale 6
Hilldale 34 Metro Christian 13
Cleveland 26 Central 28
Rogers 0 Fort Gibson 57
Webster 7 Dewey 39
Sperry 35 Lincoln Christian 14
Kansas 14 Holland Hall 51
Summit Christian 0 Hominy 55

Oct. 15 Ole Miss 30 Arkansas 34
TU 31 Houston 38
Kansas State 17 OU 38
NSU 29 NW Missouri St. 74
Coffeyville 42 NEO 31

Oct. 20 Union 49 Southmoore 28
Norman North 49 Owasso 27
Broken Arrow 35 Norman 7
Bartlesville 14 Bixby 56
B.T. Washington 17 Sand Springs 12
Shawnee 27 Edison 7
Tahlequah 49 Hale 6
Memorial 13 Bishop Kelley 43
East Central 26 Glenpool 24
Catoosa 14 Cascia Hall 37
Ada 30 Central 6
Vinita 21 McLain 45
Poteau 67 Rogers 35
Metro Christian 42 Broken Bow 25
Victory Christian 20 Sequoyah-Tahlequah 18
Lincoln Christian 38 Westville 36
Hominy 67 Liberty 8
Mounds 36 Summit Christian 11

Oct. 21 Jenks 55 Yukon 13
Webster 12 Capitol Hill 0
Holland Hall 51 Salina 12
Rejoice Christian 35 Hulbert 34

Oct. 22 Arkansas 3 Auburn 56
Tulane 27 TU 50
OSU 44 Kansas 20
OU 66 Texas Tech 59
Arkansas Baptist 6 NEO 74

DATE VISITOR HOME
Oct. 22 Nebraska-Kearney 21 NSU 31
Oct. 27 Tahlequah 51 Memorial 15

Blinn College 27 NEO 41
Oct. 28 Edmond Memorial 13 Broken Arrow 31

Putnam City North 0 Union 72
Owasso 36 Moore 45
Westmoore 28  Jenks 63
Bixby 28 B.T. Washington 0
Coweta 33 East Central 14
Hale 0 Bishop Kelley 49
Noble 40 Edison 7
Cascia Hall 40 Grove 36
McLain 12 Oologah 51
Central 32 Harrah 21
Rogers 7 Metro Christian 60
Verdigris 7 Webster 14
Locust Grove 6 Lincoln Christian 57
Salina 0 Victory Christian 56
Colcord 6 Holland Hall 48
Summitt Christian 7 Woodland 0
Fairland 0 Rejoice Christian 56

Oct. 29 TU 59 Memphis 30
Kansas 3 OU 56
West Virginia 20 OSU 37
NSU 33 Missouri Southern 45

Nov. 3 Bartlesville 39 B.T. Washington 57
East Central 12 McAllester 51
OU 34 Iowa State 24

Nov. 4 Owasso 31 Edmond North 30
Edmond Santa Fe 35 Jenks 52
Union 20 Mustang 17
Sapulpa 16 Broken Arrow 52
Sand Springs 19 Bixby 35
Edison 6 Durant 28
Bishop Kelley 20 Tahlequah 7
Memorial 33 Hale 22
Oologah 42 Cascia Hall 14
Blanchard 49 Central 30
Catoosa 41 McLain 14
Metro Christian 53 Sallisaw  48
Stilwell 44 Rogers 28
Webster 7 Claremore-Sequoyah 31
Keys 0 Lincoln Christian 54
Victory Christian 14 Holland Hall 10
Foyil 20 Rejoice Christian 42
Porter 20 Summit Christian 27

Nov. 5 Florida 10 Arkansas 31
East Carolina 24 TU 45
OSU 43 Kansas State 37
Central Missouri 59 NSU 21

Nov. 12 LSU 38 Arkansas 10
Baylor 24 OU 45
Texas Tech 44 OSU 45
TU 40 Navy 42
NSU 14 Central Oklahoma 17

Nov. 19 Arkansas 58 Mississippi State 42
TU 35 UCF 20
OU 56 West Virginia 28
OSU 31 TCU 6

Nov. 26 Cinncinnati 37 TU 40 (OT)
Arkansas 24 Missouri 28

Dec. 3 OSU OU

GTR 2016 COMPOSITE FOOTBALL SCHEDULE

PSO MAYOR’S CUP WINNERS: The Tulsa Golden Hurricane won this year’s PSO
Mayor’s Cup, defeating the ORU Golden Eagles at the Mabee Center, 79-65.  Tulsa used a
16-0 run in the second half to ensure the victory. Jaleel Wheeler’s 15 points led five Tulsa
players in double-figures.

HARRY LENTZ for GTR Newspapers

BIKE NEWS IN TULSA: The USA BMX Grand Nationals, presented by the Tulsa Sports
Commission, brought nearly 3,000 riders from 47 states and 21 countries to Tulsa over
Thanksgiving weekend. Present at Lee's Bike Shop signing autographs at the table is
Olympic Gold Medalist Connor Fields.  At left is Nickel Potter, manager of Phat Tire Bike
Shop, headquartered in Fayetteville, Arkansas.  At right is Adam Vanderburg of Lee’s
Bicycles. In bicycle news, Phat Tire has purchased Lee’s Bicycles, which will go forward
with the Phat Tire Bike Shop name.   To watch video and see photos from the BMX races,
visit the Tulsa Sports Commission Facebook page. 

GTR Newspapers photo

 

tulsahurricane.com/tickets


Page 22 GREATER TULSA REPORTER NEWSPAPERS December 2016 

CALL 918-254-1515 FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION

www.tulsasbc.com


GTR Newspapers: Oklahoma’s Largest  Monthly News Group

December 2016 GREATER TULSA REPORTER NEWSPAPERS Page 23

THE ECONOMY

Propeller,Waller PR Merge to Expand Services
Propeller Communications and

Waller & Company, two Tulsa-
based marketing and public rela-
tions consulting agencies, have
joined forces to offer their
clients enhanced services and
broader staff expertise.

The combined company will
operate as Propeller
Communications.

Jesse Boudiette is the agency’s
president. Waller & Company
founders and principals Barrett
Waller and Mary Waller will join
Propeller’s leadership team:
Barrett Waller will serve as vice
president and Mary Waller as
executive strategist.

“Our clients will continue to
have access to the people and
services they’ve known for
years,” says Barrett Waller. “At
the same time, they will benefit
from the new services, expertise
and networking that a larger
team can provide. Offering this
expanded capability together is
our whole reason for doing this.”

Current Propeller staff mem-
bers Meredith McDaris and Trina
Kelly will remain in their roles
as account director and opera-
tions manager, respectively.
McDaris also will lead the com-
pany’s creative services and non-
profit strategies practice areas.

Waller & Company staff mem-
bers Kristy White, Rebecca Fast

and Vanessa McLearan also will
join Propeller. White will serve
as account director and lead the
company’s restaurant and hospi-
tality practice area.

Fast and McLearan join
Propeller’s Bria Moore and
Kayte Spillman as senior con-
sultants. Adrianna Catalanotto is
an intern from The University of
Tulsa. Propeller now employs a
total of 11 people at its new
headquarters located in Tulsa’s
Pearl District.

“This is an exciting opportunity
for our new combined company,”
says Boudiette. “Barrett and
Mary are consummate profes-
sionals with exceptionally strong
reputations in this community
and in the industries they serve.
Their entire team delivers
remarkable service to some of
Tulsa’s most admired compa-
nies.”

On the corporate side, the new
Propeller team has worked in
newspaper and magazine news-
rooms, with hospitals, nonprof-
its, an electric utility, a publicly-
traded bank, a university, con-
sumer packaged goods, publish-
ing, and an insurance agency.

On the agency consulting side,
the company combines the best
of Propeller and Waller &
Company, with staff also having
worked for other agencies in

Oklahoma, St. Louis and South
Bend, Indiana.

“The merger allows us to bring
all our various areas of expertise
under one roof for the benefit of
our clients,” SAYS Mary Waller.
“As we look to the future, we
also see clear growth opportuni-
ties for our talented team as the
company continues to evolve to
offer best-in-class services.”

The Wallers founded Waller PR
in 1999, and Boudiette began
Propeller Communications in
2012. The combined agency
offers in-house services includ-
ing public relations strategy,
media relations and media
spokesperson training, crisis
communications, paid advertis-
ing and media buying, content
development and copywriting as
well as graphic design, digital
communications, and social
media. Propeller began offering
in-house graphic design and cre-
ative services in 2015.

The expanded agency serves a
wide breadth of client industries,
including healthcare, restau-
rant/hospitality, non-profit, man-

ufacturing, technology, gaming,
banking, education and munici-
palities.

Propeller Communications is a

brand visibility consulting firm
offering a variety of marketing,
public relations and creative
services.

Junior Achievement Hosts Panel
In honor of National

Entrepreneurship Month in
November, Junior Achievement
of Oklahoma hosted the annual
JA Business Success Series on
Nov. 30 at the DoubleTree
Warren Place. The event fea-
tured a panel discussion on the
topic of entrepreneurship with
four women in the Tulsa com-
munity whose businesses rep-
resent a wide range of indus-
tries: Risha Grant, founder of
Risha Grant LLC and Diversity
Connex; Staci Taruscio,
founder and CEO of Rebellion
Energy; Dana Weber, CEO and
president Webco Industries,
Inc.; and Shannon Wilburn,
CEO and co-founder of Just
Between Friends Franchise
System. 

“For 50 years, Junior
Achievement has been inspiring
students in Oklahoma with our
youth entrepreneurship educa-
tion program,” said Erica Irvine,
JA vice president of operations.
“Many JA participants have gone
on to be successful entrepre-
neurs. JA connects volunteers

from the business community
with young people through the
use of proven programs to help
students understand how busi-

ness works, while inspiring them
to consider the opportunities
associated with being an entre-
preneur.”

WOMEN IN BUSINESS: Regent Bank CEO Sean Kouplen served
as emcee at Junior Achievement of Oklahoma’s Annual JA Business
Success Series, held Nov. 30. The event featured a panel of four
women in the local business community. The panelists were Dana
Weber, second from left, CEO and president Webco Industries, Inc.;
Risha Grant, founder of Risha Grant LLC and Diversity Connex;
Staci Taruscio, founder and CEO of Rebellion Energy; and Shannon
Wilburn, CEO and co-founder of Just Between Friends Franchise
System.

COMBINED EXPERTISE: Jesse Boudiette, center, founder of Propeller
Communications, stands with Barrett and Mary Waller, founders of Waller
& Company PR. The two companies recently announced their merger in
order to offer their clients enhanced services and broader staff expertise.
The combined company will operate as Propeller Communications.

INNOVATIVE EYE CANDY
OPENS ON S. MEMORIAL

Recently, Gretchen Denslow
said goodbye to her law career

to start her own retail company.
After growing up in a family of
entrepreneurs in the optical busi-
ness, she has used her background
and expertise to create Eye Candy.
Eye Candy is an upscale optical
shop that sells prescription, non-
prescription and sun glasses. 

Local architecture, engineering
and design firm KKT Architects
recently completed the store’s
design. Denslow chose a symbol-
ic day to host her grand opening,
Small Business Saturday on
Nov.26, which celebrates small
business owners and local retail
shops.

Eye Candy is located at The

Vineyard at 106th Place and
South Memorial. 

SEEING THE FUTURE: Local entrepreneur Gretchen Denslow has
opened her new eye wear shop, Eye Candy, in South Tulsa. Greeting
guests at the opening were, from left, Optometrist Dr. John Diver,
Optician Wes Douglas, Founder Gretchen Denslow and Chris Wright.

GTR Newspapers photo

ROSSY GILLE for GTR Newspapers
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By MARK A. STANSBERRY 

During the presidential campaign,
Donald Trump stated that he would
“implement an ‘America First’ ener-
gy plan that enables the U.S. to
become the world’s dominant leader
in energy production and gets the
government out of the way of inno-
vation within all forms of energy.”

Donald Trump, the candidate,
stated that he would develop “a
regulatory and legislative
roadmap” that would rescind
President Obama’s executive
actions and regulations that are
outdated, unnecessary, bad for
workers, illegal, or contrary to
the national interest, including
the Climate Action Plan and
‘waters of the U.S.’ rule; lift
moratoriums on energy produc-
tion in federal areas; support the

Keystone XL Pipeline and other
important infrastructure projects;
revoke policies that impose
unwarranted restrictions on new
drilling technologies; ensure
affordable, reliable, clean elec-
tricity from coal, natural gas,
nuclear, hydropower, solar, wind
and other domestic sources;
encourage the use of free-market
principles in energy policy
instead of the federal government
choosing winners and losers; end
U.S. involvement in the Paris
Climate Agreement and stop pay-
ments of U.S. tax dollars to UN
global warming programs;
restore the important role of the
U.S. coal in the American econo-
my; select top officials at the
Department of Energy, Federal
Energy Regulatory Commission,
Nuclear Regulatory Commission,
Environmental Protection
Agency, Department of Interior,
and other relevant federal agen-
cies who will faithfully execute
the laws of the US, implement
policies that are consistent with
an American First energy plan,

and not seek to use their power to
push an extreme environmental
agenda.” 

In 2012, my book “America
Needs America’s Energy:  Creating
Together the People’s Energy Plan”
was released.  Since that time, The
Energy Advocates and I have gone
around the country making speech-
es before high school and college
audiences, and rallying the energy
industry at events, including the
National Association of Royalty
Owners Annual Convention,
Shreveport Wildcatters
Association, San Antonio
Wildcatters Association, Desk and
Derrick clubs, International
Energy Policy Conferences and
roundtables…; interviewed and
aired on over 150 radio stations;
written weekly and monthly news-
paper columns; hosted weekly
radio show; and interviewed on
numerous media outlets.  America
Needs America’s Energy Facebook
page has over 21,700
supporters/likes of this writing
from all 50 states and several coun-
tries since the campaign began in

2012. It has received several
national awards, read by many out-
side the energy industry.  Our mes-
sage, America Needs an Energy
Plan, a roadmap, has been clear,
“future generations are depending
on us to keep the American dream
alive.  We must drive the process,
evaluating how we can best lever-
age our natural resources here at
home to ensure long-term energy
independence and security”.

From President Nixon in the
1970s to President Obama, we
have been told time and again that
an energy policy is in the works,
and a national energy plan is on the
way.  Will the U.S. adopt an energy
plan, as we have been advocating,
under a Trump Administration?

During the campaign, Trump
stated that he “supports a major
increase in U.S. energy production,
including oil and gas in offshore
areas and on federal lands.  My
administration will pursue an
America First energy plan that
unleashes the vast energy
resources of this nation for the ben-
efit of the American people, bring-
ing jobs and a stronger economy. -
and states, we have too many cost-
ly, burdensome, and unwise regu-
lations that are bad for Americans
and do little or no good.”

Pro-energy means pro-economic
growth and pro-jobs!  It is time to
implement a national energy plan.
It is time to tell our story.  

America Needs America’s
Energy!  And America Needs an
Energy Plan!

Mark Stansberry is Chairman of
The GTD Group and Award-win-
ning author and Energy Advocate.
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Energy Watch

By EMILY RAMSEY
Managing Editor

The fantasy world of crime-fight-
ing superheroes, far away galaxies
and superpowers appeals to many,
young and old alike. Jenks native
Rasoul Ezzat-Ahmadi is no excep-
tion. 

Ezzat-Ahmadi began collecting
action figures at a young age and
has never stopped.

“As a kid, it was the appeal of the
fantasy of the superhero world that
attracted me,” he says. “Now, as an
adult, it’s the nostalgia of that fanta-
sy world.”

Over the years, he has built up
large collections of Batman, Super
Powers, Star Wars and Ninja Turtles
memorabilia, to name a few. 

In October, Ezzat-Ahmadi, who
also opens Computer Trendz com-
puter repair service, opened Vintage
Toy Mall, 530 S. Elm Pl. in Broken
Arrow.

Over the years, as Ezzat-Ahmadi
grew in his collections, he recog-
nized a need in the market for
durable plastic covers to best pre-
serve action figures from age and
possible hazards, such as damage
by children and animals, he says.

In answer to that problem, just
under two years ago, Ezzat-Ahmadi
created Toy Shield. He began by
offering two sizes, with plans to
continue growing the size offerings.

As Ezzat-Ahmadi continued to

collect more figures in order to dis-
play his protective product, the idea
for a vintage and vintage-inspired
toy store began to form.

All the while, a friend of Ezzat-
Ahmadi’s who lived out of state,
LeRoy Kersey, shared Ezzat-
Ahmadi’s interest and planned to
move to Oklahoma to join him in
the business.

Kersey and Ezzat-Ahmadi spent
all of 2015 both collecting items for
the store and searching for individ-
uals to join the store as independent
vendors.

Earlier this year, however, Kersey
passed away unexpectedly, and

Ezzat-Ahmadi was left to determine
if plans for the store would contin-
ue. Kersey’s family also asked him
to help with the collections that
Kersey left behind.

Ezzat-Ahmadi decided to carry on
with the store and purchase
Kersey’s items to add to the store.

Vintage Toy Mall specializes in
vintage and vintage-inspired toys
and comic book collections, but it
also endeavors to stay current by
selling memorabilia that is current-
ly in demand, such as items featur-
ing Dr. Strange, the upcoming
Rogue One Star Wars movie and
The Walking Dead.

“The concept of a multi-vendor
antique toy store is unique in
Tulsa and around the country,” he
says. “We have the largest and
most diverse selection of action
figure, comic and comic-related
collectibles.”

The 3,000-square-foot store fea-
tures about 10 independent vendors
in order to offer shoppers a diverse
range of collectibles, he says. That
includes My Little Pony, Care
Bears, Aladdin, Pound Puppies and
Barbie.

Other items that can be found
include Dr. Who graphic novels and
a bookshelf modeled after the

spaceship from the TV show, Star
Wars collectibles, Marvel and DC
comics memorabilia, movie posters,
board games and action figure pro-
totypes.

In addition to appealing to toy col-
lectors and comic book collectors,
“many of my customers are drawn
here for nostalgic reasons,” says
Ezzat-Ahmadi.

“When people walk in the store, I
want them to have a flashback: ‘Oh
my gosh, I had this as a kid.’ And
that’s what I hear a lot from cus-
tomers.

“I love that they can experience
that.”

Vintage-Inspired Toy Mall Opens in B.A.

LIFELONG COLLECTOR: Rasoul Ezzat-Ahmadi opened Vintage
Toy Mall at 530 S. Elm Pl. in Broken Arrow in October. The store came
about largely due to his childhood love of collecting action figures and
superhero memorabilia.

NOSTALGIC APPEAL: Vintage Toy Mall is located at the northwest
corner of 81st Street and Elm Place. The 3,000-square-foot store
offers a diverse range of vintage and vintage-inspired toys and comic
book collections.

‘America First’ Energy Plan Means More Jobs
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BUSINESS & PEOPLE NOTES
T u l s a

C o m m u n i t y
College has
named Mark
McMullen as
chief financial
officer. His
appointment was
approved by the
TCC Board of
Regents during the Oct. 20 board
meeting.

As CFO, McMullen will oversee
Oklahoma’s largest community
college and an annual budget
exceeding $140 million with more
than 2,000 employees. He was
named Interim CFO earlier this
year and previously served as con-
troller and director of finance.

Since joining TCC in 2010, he
helped facilitate the further automa-
tion of the College’s purchasing
department; worked closely with
both the facilities and IT depart-
ments to help fund and manage
major capital projects; including the
renovation of two main campus
buildings and the refreshing of col-
lege-wide IT hardware and soft-
ware; and implemented higher stan-
dards of financial reporting for both
audited financial statements and
state required reports. 

McMullen has a Master’s degree
in accounting and financial analy-
sis and a Bachelor’s degree in
accounting from Northeastern
State University. McMullen is also
a certified public accountant.

He serves on the Ronald
McDonald House Charities board
and is co-treasurer. He is also
active in his church serving as sec-
tion leader and a member of the
hospitality team.

April Sailsbury,
senior vice presi-
dent of the Broken
Arrow Chamber,
has been named
the Outstanding
Chamber Leader
of the Year by the
O k l a h o m a
Chamber of
Commerce Executives (OCCE).
Sailsbury has been with the
Chamber for over five years and has
held the SVP position for 3 years.

The award recognizes a chamber
staff member who has performed
exceptional work for their local
chamber and community.
Sailsbury received the award Nov.
3 during the annual OCCE state-
wide conference. OCCE Chairman
Suzanne Shirey said the award was
a significant honor.

During her tenure, Sailsbury has
increased member involvement,
developed new and meaningful
content for members and increased
revenue streams for the chamber.

“Our entire Chamber organization
salutes April on her selection for
this award,” SAYS B.A. Chamber
President Wes Smithwick. “She is a
valued member of this organization
and we are proud to have her as a
part of our team.”

Law firm Hall Estill has been
named as a “Highly
Recommended Law Firm” in 2017
by Benchmark Litigation, a lead-
ing national law publication. This
is the highest category a law firm
may achieve through this publica-
tion. Additionally, eight of the
firm’s attorneys have been recog-
nized as “Local Litigation Stars”
and one has been named a “Future
Litigation Star.”

Attorneys Mark K. Blongewicz,
J. Patrick Cremin, Phillip L.
Free, Jr., J. Kevin Hayes,
Timothy S. Posey, Mike E.
Smith, Steven W. Soulé and D.
Kenyon Williams, Jr. were those
selected as “Local Litigation
Stars.” Attorney John F. Heil III
was also selected as a “Future
Litigation Star.”

The Tulsa
Performing Arts
Center welcomes
Adam J.
Foreman as the
new director of
marketing.

Foreman comes
to the Tulsa PAC
after 14 years with
Broken Arrow Public Schools as
the graphic artist and publications
specialist. He was responsible for
the launch and marketing of the
Broken Arrow Performing Arts
Center’s season of events for the
past eight years.

Foreman has served on many
boards, including the Broken
Arrow Arts & Humanities Council,
Oklahoma Music Hall Of Fame,
Northeastern State University
Alumni Campaign, Friends of
Broken Arrow, and the American
Cancer Society. He currently serves
on the ARTSOK Regional Arts
Alliance board.

“I am thrilled to join the Tulsa
PAC staff and look forward to
enhancing the patron experience at
the Tulsa Performing Arts Center,
as well as assisting our longtime
clients in accomplishing their mar-
keting outreach,” SAYS Foreman.

The marketing director position
became available after the retire-
ment of Nancy Hermann, who
worked for the facility for 23 years.

Rupe Helmer
Group announces
recent hirings:
Vice President of
C o n s t r u c t i o n
Danny Kennedy,
Director of
Acquisitions and
D e v e l o p m e n t
Mike Cropper,
and Construction
Accountant Liz
Tobey.  Kennedy
graduated with a
Bachelor of
C o n s t r u c t i o n
Science from the
University of
Oklahoma and a
Master of Business
Administrat ion
from Oklahoma
City University.
His 24 years of
experience in the
c o n s t r u c t i o n
industry will prove
invaluable in his
transition into this
new role at Rupe
Helmer Group.
Prior to his move, Kennedy held the
position of vice president of pre-
construction for another Tulsa-
based construction organization.
His extensive background in the
industry also includes roles such as
project management, business
development and estimating. 

A 1996 graduate of the University
of Tulsa, Cropper has 15 years of
experience in real estate related
fields. Prior to joining the compa-
ny, Mike was a commercial invest-
ment real estate broker, working
with real estate professionals across
the United States. Before becoming
a broker, he spent eight years in
wholesale data networking where
he led various sales and business
development teams. 

A 2001 graduate of The
University of Central Florida,
Tobey has a Bachelor of Science in
Finance and over 12 years experi-
ence in the field of accounting with
a strong emphasis on operations,
finance and analysis.  Prior to com-
ing to the Rupe Helmer Group, she
was working to become a licensed
financial advisor. Her passion has
always been in finance. Tobey has
always enjoyed collaborating with
her coworkers and feels Rupe is a
great fit for her for that very reason. 

C h r i s t i n a
Jackson, senior
engineering man-
ager at Honeywell
UOP in Tulsa, was
recently honored
by the Society of
Women Engineers
(SWE) with an
Emerging Leader
Award for her outstanding techni-
cal excellence, accomplishments
and community engagement
efforts. She received the award
during a regional ceremony in
Colorado in FebruarY and is quali-
fied to advance for national recog-
nition during the annual SWE con-
ference in October. The conference
brings together the leading busi-
nesses, organizations, universities
and innovators in engineering. 

Jackson has worked in the
Performance Materials and
Technologies (PMT) business
since 2007 and has held roles
including SAP technical deploy-
ment lead, SAP advisor for inter-
national deployments, Global
Quality Manager, Special Projects
Engineer and Project Engineer.
She manages a team of global
engineers and contractors and is a
certified Six Sigma Black Belt.
She has mentored more than 40
Six Sigma Green Belt participants
and is actively involved in STEM
youth outreach through work with
the Society of Women Engineers,
Girl Scouts, Tulsa Engineering
Foundation, American Institute of
Chemical Engineers, and The
University of Tulsa.   

Executive Women International
(EWI) of Tulsa recently installed
its board of directors for 2016-2017
year.  President,
Tonya Solomon
of Clempire
Janitorial; vice
president, Angie
Walters of
Schnake Turnbo
Frank; secretary,
Sheila Sayne of
Neuens Mitchell
Bonds PLLC;
treasurer, Dana Nichols of
Cimarex Energy Co.;  sergeant-at-
arms, Jeanette Sefers of LynnCo
Supply Chain Solutions, Inc.;
B/C/DP, Heather Rettedal of
Arvest Bank.; membership
recruitment, Gayle Dicus of
Mazzios LLC; membership reten-
tion, Jamie Mathew, individual
member; programs coordinator,
Sarah Hall of Tulsa Federal
Credit Union;  communications
director, Pam Taylor of
Dewberry; advisors are Felicia
Senter of Tulsa Tech, Judy
Russell of ONEOK Inc. and Jody
Davis of Accent Moving &
Storage, Inc., agent for Mayflower
Transit, LLC. 

EWI of Tulsa was chartered in
March 1956 and currently has 59
member firms. For more informa-
tion, visit  www.ewitulsa.org 
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Courtesy RIP STELL

STATE OF THE CITY: Mike Cooper, director of external affairs
with AT&T, introduces Mayor Dewey Bartlett at the 2016 State of
the City, hosted by the Tulsa Chamber of Commerce on Nov. 15.
Read about the Bartlett family history in Tulsa and Bartlett’s plans
for the future on page 7.

BOOMTOWN AWARDS: Zac Carman, CEO of ConsumerAffairs,
accepts the overall Boomtown Award, given to an outstanding nom-
inee who exemplifies TYPros Mission in everyway possible. With him
are, from left, Boomtown committee chairs Andrea Gentis and
Dillon Waters; Daniel Regan, 2016 TYPros chair; and Stephanie
Cameron, 2017 TYPros chair.

• Full Service BBQ, Cooked Fresh Daily
• Old Fashioned Grilled Hamburgers
• Nine Daily Specials
• Six Economical Family Packages
• Variety of Catering Packages

And Cindy’s on the Window

BBQ Meats, Pork Ribs, Grilled Burgers — Closed Sundays

Take HomeDinner Tonight
Freshly Cooked and 

Ready to Serve!
Just Relax, Eat & Enjoy!

At a price you can afford!

Want to Purchase
Mineral & Other 
Oil/Gas Interests.

Send details to:

PO Box 13557

Denver, CO 80201

ROSSY GILLE for GTR Newspapers
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GTR CLASSIFIEDS
To place a GTR Classified, please email advertising@gtrnews.com, or call 918-254-1515

ADOPTION

CAPITAL CLASSIC CARS Buying All
European & Classic Cars. ANY Condition,
ANY Location, Porsche, Mercedes, Jaguar &
More! Top Dollar PAID.
CapitalClassicCars.com Steve Nicholas 1-
571-282-5153, steve@capitalclassiccars.com

AUTO DONATIONS

Donate Your Car to Veterans Today! Help and
Support our Veterans. Fast - FREE pick up.
100% tax deductible. Call 1-800-245-0398

AUTOS WANTED

CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!!    All
Makes/Models 2000-2016! Any Condition.
Running or Not. Top $$$ Paid! Free Towing!
We’re Nationwide! Call Now: 1-888-985-1806

CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All
Make/Models 2000-2015! Any Condition.
Running or Not. Competitive Offer! Free Towing!
We’re Nationwide! Call Now: 1-888-416-2330.

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

HAVE YOUR OWN BRAND NAME
Electronics Business!    Sell on your own web-
site, eBay, Amazon, etc.    Free Information at
www.mdsusa.biz  800-421-5185 

Earn up to $36,351 or MORE per month, just by
inviting two people (or LESS) into a
$14.95/month program. http://ICANGetMy2.net

$500 Daily! Mailing simple letters and
depositing checks! Exciting FREE
DETAILS! Write: LISTS, Box 396 Dept.
NANI Springhouse, PA 19477-0396

Start Your Own Online Business Absolutely
Free. Unlimited Income Potential. No Credit
Card Required. Short Video Explains
Everything. www.Watch4MinuteVideo.com
or call 1-860-882-1113 

EDUCATION

AIRLINE MECHANIC TRAINING - Get
FAA Technician certification. Approved for
military benefits.  Financial Aid if qualified.
Job placement assistance. Call Aviation
Institute of Maintenance 866-453-6204

ACCOUNTING & QUICKBOOKS TRAIN-
ING! Online training gets you job ready! Train
at home! Job placement when completed! 1-
888-407-7162 GED/HS Diploma needed.

BECOME A REGISTERED NURSE No
Waiting List! ATTEND ACCREDITED
NURSING SCHOOL CLASSES ONLINE
WEEKEND CLINICAL/ SCHEDULES
FINANCIAL AID AVAILABLE CALL:(813)-
932-1710 www.medicalprepinstitute.org

BECOME A REGISTERED NURSE (RN)
No Waiting List! ATTEND ACCREDITED
NURSING SCHOOL CLASSES ONLINE
IN OUR BLENDED PROGRAM WEEK-
END CLINICAL SCHEDULES FINAN-
CIAL AID AVAILABLE FOR THOSE WHO
QUALIFY CALL ADMISSIONS 813-932-
1710 www.medicalprepinstitute.org

CAREER TRAINING

25 DRIVER TRAINEES NEEDED! Become
a driver for Stevens Transport! NO EXPERI-
ENCE NEEDED! New drivers earn $800+ per
week! PAID CDL TRAINING! Stevens covers
all costs! 1-888-734-6714 drive4stevens.com

CAREER TRAINING

MEDICAL BILLING TRAINEES NEED-
ED! Begin training at home for a career work-
ing with Medical Billing & Insurance! Online
training with the right college can get you
ready! HS Diploma/GED &
Computer/Internet needed. 1-888-374-7294
TrainOnline123.com

AIRLINE MECHANIC TRAINING - Get
FAA certification. Approved for military ben-
efits. Financial Aid if qualified. Job placement
assistance. Call Aviation Institute of
Maintenance 888-686-1704

MEDICAL BILLING SPECIALISTS
NEEDED! Begin training at home for a career
working with Medical Billing & Insurance!
Online training with the right College can get
you ready! HS Diploma/GED &
Computer/Internet needed. 1-888-734-6711

EMPLOYMENT

PAID IN ADVANCE! Make $1000 A Week
Mailing Brochures From Home! NO
Experience Required. Helping home workers
since 2001! www.WorkingCentral.NET

Make $1,000 Weekly! Paid in Advance!
Mailing Brochures at Home. Easy Pleasant
work. Begin Immediately. Age Unimportant.
www.HomeMoney77.com

FINANCIAL

Owe more than 10k to the IRS? We can Help!
Call Tax Mediation Services to stop collection
and Harassing Letters. CALL FOR FREE
CASE REVIEW! 888-249-5596

HEALTH & FITNESS

VIAGRA 100MG and CIALIS 20mg! 50
Pills $99.00 FREE Shipping! 100% guaran-
teed. CALL NOW! 1   -866-312-6061
Hablamos Espanol 

VIAGRA 100MG and CIALIS 20mg! 40
Pills + 10 FREE. SPECIAL $99.00 100%
guaranteed. FREE Shipping! 24/7 CALL: 1-
888-223-8818 Hablamos Espanol.

Erectile Dysfunction Medical Pump   Change
your sex life in minutes!  FDA Licensed. 30-
Day Money Back Guarantee.   Free Brochure:
Call (619) 294-7777
www.DrJoelKaplan.com

MEDICAL

FREE VIAGRA PILLS 48 PILLS + 4 FREE!
VIAGRA 100MG/ CIALIS 20mg Free Pills!
No hassle, Discreet Shipping. Save Now. Call
Today 1-888-410-0514

VIAGRA & CIALIS! 50 pills for $95. 100
pills for $150 FREE shipping. NO prescrip-
tions needed. Money back guaranteed! 1-877-
743-5419

OXYGEN - Anytime. Anywhere. No tanks to
refill. No deliveries. Only 4.8 pounds and
FAA approved for air travel! May be covered
by medicare. Call for FREE info kit: 844-558-
7482

MEN’S HEALTH

Erectile Dysfunction Medical Pump Change
your sex life in minutes. FDA Licensed. 30-
Day Money Back Guarantee. FREE
Brochure: 619-294-7777
www.DrJoelKaplan.com

MISCELLANEOUS

Make a Connection. Real People, Flirty
Chat. Meet singles right now!   Call
LiveLinks. Try it FREE. Call NOW: 1-888-
909-9905 18+. 

A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s
largest senior living referral service.
Contact our trusted, local experts today!
Our service is FREE/no obligation. CALL
1-800-217-3942

CASH PAID for unexpired, sealed DIABET-
IC TEST STRIPS! 1 DAY PAYMENT &
PREPAID shipping. HIGHEST PRICES!
Call 1-888-776-7771.
www.Cash4DiabeticSupplies.com

Make a Connection. Real People, Flirty
Chat. Meet singles right now! Call
LiveLinks. Try it FREE. Call NOW: Call 1-
877-737-9447 18+

DISH Network -NEW FLEX PACK- Select
the Channels You Want. FREE Installation.
FREE Streaming. $39.99/24 months. ADD
Internet for $14.95 a month. CALL 1-800-
686-9986

SWITCH TO DIRECTV. From $50/Month,
includes FREE Genie HD/DVR & 3 months
HBO, SHOWTIME, CINEMAX, STARZ.
Get a $50 Gift Card. Call 888-672-1159

You may qualify for Disability if you have a
health condition that prevents you from
working for a year or more. Call now! 877-
552-2968

Lung Cancer?  And Age 60+?  You And Your
Family May Be Entitled To Significant Cash
Award.  Call 866-428-1639  for Information.
No Risk.  No Money Out Of Pocket.

Drive with Uber. No experience is required,
but you’ll need a Smartphone. It’s fun and
easy. For more information, call: 1-800-849-
0782

CASH FOR CARS: We Buy Any Condition
Vehicle, 2000 and Newer. Nation’s Top Car
Buyer! Free Towing From Anywhere! Call
Now: 1-800-864-5960.

HERO MILES - to find out more about how
you can help our service members, veterans
and their families in their time of need, visit
the Fisher House website at www.fisher-
house.org

AIRLINE MECHANIC TRAINING - Get
FAA certification. Approved for military
benefits. Financial Aid if qualified. Job
placement assistance. Call Aviation Institute
of Maintenance 888-686-1704

TRAVEL

CRUISE VACATIONS - 3, 4, 5 or 7+ day
cruises to the Caribbean. Start planning now
to save $$ on your fall or winter getaway
vacation. Royal Caribbean, Norwegian,
Carnival, Princess and many more. Great
deals for all budgets and departure ports. To
search for your next cruise vacation visit
www.NCPtravel.com

ALL INCLUSIVE RESORT packages at
Sandals, Dreams, Secrets, Riu, Barcelo,
Occidental and many more. Punta Cana,
Mexico, Jamaica and many of the
Caribbean islands. Search available
options for 2017 and SAVE at
www.NCPtravel.com

MOTORCYCLES

WANTED OLD JAPANESE MOTORCY-
CLES KAWASAKI Z1-900 (1972-75),
KZ900, KZ1000 (1976-1982), Z1R, KZ
1000MK2 (1979,80), W1-650, H1-500 (1969-
72), H2-750 (1972-1975), S1-250, S2-350,
S3-400, KH250, KH400, SUZUKI-GS400,
GT380, HONDA-CB750K (1969-1976),
CBX1000 (1979,80) CASH!! 1-800-772-1142
1-310-721-0726 usa@classicrunners.com

WANTED TO BUY

CASH PAID- up to $25/Box for unexpired,
sealed DIABETIC TEST STRIPS. 1-DAY-
PAYMENT.1-800-371-1136

OLD WATCHES WANTED!! Rolex, Patek
Philippe, Omega, Audemars Piguet, Vacheron,
Cartier, Longines, Universal, Breitling.
Chronographs, Daytona, Submariner, GMT-
Master, Moonphase, Day Date, Speedmaster
and more. TOP CA$H PAID 1-800-401-0440

Cash for unexpired DIABETIC TEST
STRIPS! Free Shipping, Best Prices & 24
hr payment! Call 1-855-440-4001
www.TestStripSearch.com. Habla Espanol.

TOP CASH PAID FOR OLD GUITARS!
1920 - 1980 Gibson, Martin, Fender, Gretsch,
Epiphone, Guild, Mosrite, Rickenbacker,
Prairie State, D’Angelico, Stromberg. And
Gibson Mandolins/Banjos.1-800-401-0440

Wants to purchase minerals and other oil and
gas interests. Send details to P.O. Box 13557
Denver, Co. 80201

WANTED TO BUY

SUPPORT our service members, veterans and
their families in their time of need. For more
information visit the Fisher House website at
www.fisherhouse.org

ADVERTISE to 10 Million Homes across the
USA! Place your ad in over 140 community
newspapers, with circulation totaling over 10
million homes. Contact Independent Free
Papers of America IFPA at danielleburnett-
ifpa@live.com or visit our website cadne-
tads.com for more information

Reader Advisory: The National Trade Association we belong
to has purchased the above classifieds. Determining the value
of their service or product is advised by this publication. In
order to avoid misunderstandings, some advertisers do not
offer employment but rather supply the readers with manuals,
directories and other materials designed to help their clients
establish mail order selling and other businesses at home.
Under NO circumstance should you send any money in
advance or give the client your checking, license ID, or cred-
it card numbers. Also beware of ads that claim to guarantee
loans regardless of credit and note that if a credit repair com-
pany does business only over the phone it is illegal to request
any money before delivering its service. All funds are based in
US dollars. Toll free numbers may or may not reach Canada.

Free Range
Fresh Eggs

from Happy Hens. 
Located between Jenks
and Glenpool.
$4 Doz.
Phone or text:
918-636-5601

mailto:advertising@gtrnews.com
mailto:steve@capitalclassiccars.com
http://www.mdsusa.biz
http://ICANGetMy2.net
http://www.Watch4MinuteVideo.com
http://www.medicalprepinstitute.org
http://www.medicalprepinstitute.org
http://www.WorkingCentral.NET
http://www.HomeMoney77.com
http://www.DrJoelKaplan.com
http://www.DrJoelKaplan.com
http://www.Cash4DiabeticSupplies.com
http://www.fisher-house.org
http://www.fisher-house.org
http://www.fisher-house.org
http://www.NCPtravel.com
http://www.NCPtravel.com
mailto:usa@classicrunners.com
http://www.TestStripSearch.com
http://www.fisherhouse.org
mailto:danielleburnett-ifpa@live.com
mailto:danielleburnett-ifpa@live.com
www.gtrnews.com
cashforcars.com
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For Over 40 Years, a Complete Line of:

• Architectural and
Industrial Paints

• Paint Supplies

• Quality Advice

• Computerized
Color Matching

Made in Tulsa
For More Information, Call:

918-836-4626
www.anchorpaint.com

FAITH
Salvation Army Captain Ken Chapman Brings Enthusiasm
By K.J. WEBB
Contributing Writer

Since relocating in June 2016 to
Tulsa from his command in
Jackson, Mississippi, Salvation
Army Area Commander and
Captain Ken Chapman has formed
a strong opinion about the people
in the community.  He says,
“People here are incredibly friend-
ly with an incredible work ethic.
It’s very impressive and refresh-
ing.”  

Chapman also points out the deep
generosity of the metro Tulsa com-
munity. “The resources in Tulsa are
tremendous, the community is very
philanthropic, and the foundations
and organizations are very well-
run. People are quite attuned to
helping each other here in this
community,” he says. “We are deal-
ing with human crises every day,
and it’s amazing to me how many
people here are helping their fel-
low neighbors in need. It astounds
me what people give to us and it
speaks so highly of this communi-
ty that people care so much to
give.”

When asked about the differences
between the Tulsa Area Command
and his previous command in
Jackson, Chapman says, “It’s a
larger operation with a bigger staff
and more responsibilities. I wel-
come it, and it is a blessing to serve
here in Tulsa.”

When asked if there are miscon-
ceptions about The Salvation
Army, Chapman says, “We are a
Christian faith-based organization
and make no apologies about that.
Over the years I have discovered
that there are some that mistakenly
think that we discriminate. We do
not. We love inclusively, and we
serve others without discrimina-
tion. We will tell you our message,
but you are not required to accept
it.”

For 20 years, prior to his full-time
work in The Salvation Army,
Chapman was president and cre-
ative director for Creative Events
International and won 22 industry
awards as a producer. He was the
music producer for the 1996
Atlanta Olympics and executive
producer for the Atlanta and
Barcelona Paralympics
Ceremonies. Chapman also pro-
duced the Easter Egg Roll for the
Bush Administration at the White
House in 2006 and produced
Santa’s Traveling Workshop, a
touring show that brought toys and
hope to over 300,000 people affect-
ed by hurricane Katrina. 

Chapman’s knowledge and expe-
rience of event planning and pro-
duction serves him well in his role
as Area Commander. For The

Salvation Army, Christmas season
is incredibly busy, starts months
before the holiday season gets
underway and requires tremendous
logistical planning. 

One of the most recognized
Christmas traditions is The
Salvation Army’s Red Kettle Bell
ringing during Christmastime.
Chapman heightened the Red
Kettle recognition six years ago
when he was certified by the
Guinness Book of World Records
for achieving a new world record
for bell ringing. Chapman rang the
Salvation Army Red Kettle bell for
36 hours, five minutes and five
seconds. “I rang that bell continu-
ously that whole time,” he says.  “It
brought a lot of attention to the
cause and we raised more than
$80,000.” 

Chapman is no stranger to larger-
than-life stunts during the
Christmas holidays. Two years ago
he rang a bell for another 36 hours
in 22 degree weather while stand-
ing on a billboard. “It was three
stories high, next to I-20. I was
tethered to the sign,” Chapman
recalles. “I had to go through
OSHA training to do that one.”
Chapman describes the challenges
involved, saying “It was not only
physical, it was mental. I was so
fatigued. Your mind plays tricks on
you when you get that cold and
tired. I had to pray my way through
it near the end. I’m glad to have
that one off my bucket list.” 

Chapman is continuing his tradi-
tion of larger than life stunts and
plans to walk 66 miles on Route 66
in 66 hours to raise $66,000.
“Route 66 is an icon of Oklahoma
and integral to the cultural identity
here. I want to do something rele-
vant that would have meaning for

the community so I selected Route
66.” Chapman begins his 66-mile
journey on Dec. 6, sleeping in a
cardboard box by the side of the
road and completing the walk on
Dec. 9 with a ceremony outside the
BOK Center at 6 p.m. 

The Christmas stunts are exciting
(and challenging), but Chapman
emphasizes the focus is always on
serving others. “We are dedicated
to meeting human needs in Jesus’
name without discrimination, not
only during Christmas but through-
out the year,” he says.

Chapman offers the “Power of
Twelve” program as an example.
“Starting in January, we will start
the ‘Power of Twelve.’ If an indi-
vidual will commit to giving $12 a
month it would feed a hungry per-
son at our Center of Hope
Homeless Shelter three nutritious
meals every day for a month. When
you multiply that by tens of thou-
sands of individuals giving $12 a
month, it makes a tremendously
powerful and significant impact on
those in our community who need
food, shelter and help.” (Many peo-
ple do not realize that The
Salvation Army operates The
Center of Hope, the largest home-
less shelter in eastern Oklahoma.
Last year the Center of Hope
served over 330,000 warm nutri-
tious meals to the hungry and
homeless.)

Chapman says, “Not only does it
take commitment to giving and
serving, it takes all of us working
hand-in-hand to give a voice to
voiceless and direction to those
who have lost their way; to give
safe haven to the homeless and
helpless.”

“My whole life is about what
our founder William Booth said

in 1910,” Chapman says. “It was
Christmastime and The Salvation
Army was operating in 80 coun-
tries. Booth wanted to send a
message by telegraph to all the
officers but it was very expen-
sive, so he sent one word,
‘Others’.  This is how I want to
live my life. I lived the first part
of my life for myself. I was a
good Salvationist but I was not
living for others. But when the
Lord anointed me for preaching I
knew what I was created to do -
what I am doing now. I am work-
ing harder than I have ever
worked for less money that I have
ever made or imagined, but I have
found the sweet spot by knowing
and doing what God wants from
my life. I trust God and know He
has my back.”  

A fourth generation Salvationist,
Chapman was born and raised in
Savannah, Georgia. He received a
Bachelor of Music Education at
Armstrong/Atlantic University and
taught high school band for 10
years where he won over 300 com-
petition awards and was named
Teacher of the Year twice during
his tenure. He received his
Master’s of Music Education and a
Master’s in Conducting from
Georgia State University.   

His wife, Captain Jessie
Chapman, Associate Commander
of the Tulsa Area Command, is a
fifth generation Salvationist, born
and raised in the Fort Walton
Beach, Florida area.  GTR
Newspapers will publish a feature
article about Captain Jessie
Chapman in a future issue.

SPREADING THE WORD:
Captain Ken Chapman preaching in
downtown Tulsa recently at the cor-
ner of Second Street and Cheyenne
Avenue, where the Salvation Army
started in Tulsa in 1906.

SALVATIONIST LEADERSHIP:
The Salvation Army in Tulsa is
headed by Area Commander and
Captain Ken Chapman and his
wife, Captain Jessie Chapman.

BRASS BAND: The Salvation Army Area Command Brass Band plays
during the 110th anniversary of the founding of the organization in Tulsa
at Second Street and Cheyenne Avenue.

GTR Newspapers photo

GTR Newspapers photo

Courtesy photo

SPECIAL GIFT: John 3:16 Mission President and CEO Steve
Whitaker accepts a $30,000 grant from Life.Church in celebration of
a four-year partnership.  The gift will help the nonprofit continue its
mission to reclaim lives and restore hope to homeless and at-risk men,
women and children.

http://www.anchorpaint.com
www.anagotulsa.com


By MELISSA CLARK
Contributing Writer

For Tulsan Paula Wood, getting
back to work means ditching her
alarm clock and high heels.   

After retiring from Tulsa Public
Schools as the director of School
and Community Relations last
spring, it was hardly the time to
slow down. In fact, it was actually
her cue to focus once again on her
design business, which she’s main-
tained all along, but now, she can
devote more time to it. And today, it
shows no signs of slowing down. 

For more than 30 years, Wood has
been creating jewelry and clothing
that has dazzled customers across
the country. In addition, Wood
works as an interior designer, a per-
sonal wardrobe consultant and
room designer. She’s also a portrait
artist specializing in pets, inspired
by her own Boston Terriers and
French bulldog.

Wood was recently selected as the
Philbrook Museum 2016 Festival
of Trees collectable pin artist,
marking the second time she has
received this honor. Philbrook
selected Wood in 2012 for this
same juried honor. Wood will also
participate as a designer in the
Foundation for Tulsa Schools’ 2017
Designer Showcase home.

“The business all began as a natu-
ral transition from my intrinsic love
of jewelry and design,” says Wood. 

In the early years, Wood did what
many would have thought to be
impossible. She developed and
maintained her design business
while raising two children as a sin-
gle mom. She sold her designs to
major markets around the country
as well as to locally owned busi-
nesses.  She created more than just
designs.  She created a business
that supported her and her children.

“My original customers included

wholesalers throughout the country
and local customers including Miss
Jackson’s, which was probably the
last of Tulsa’s high-end retailers,”
she says. “I had trunk shows of my
creations in their window displays.
It was a great honor. But many of
my local customers kept my busi-
ness on a successful trajectory.”

Today, she has the street cred to
underscore her demonstrated suc-
cess.  For more than 10 years,
Wood hosted a live segment on the
News at Noon on KOTV as the
shopping expert with then-anchor
Glenda Silvey. Her focus was to
showcase small and unique shops
around Tulsa and to inspire viewers.  

Her own creations have garnered
the greatest attention for Wood. She
has designed clothing and fabric
for a manufacturing company,
Traditional Trading. In addition,
Claudia Imel, a prestigious hand-
bag manufacturer, also chose Wood
to create and paint designs as part
of its national collection. 

“You must listen to trends to if
you want to succeed,” she says.  “I
have always had a radar for trends
and was determined to maximize
this.  I think less is more, but I
never move past my own passion,
which is glam and robust.”

She adds that when she’s design-
ing jewelry, she uses materials that
are unique and out of the box. 

“My inspiration comes from
some kind of internal and natural
tendency.  Plus, the world around
me has an influence. I have more
time now to explore with this rela-
tively new freedom from schedul-
ing and alarm clocks, if you don’t
count my Boston Terriers and their
time clocks,” she jokes. “I create
best in isolation with doggies
underfoot!”

Wood says that when she’s creat-
ing in “the zone,” all forms of
designs can occur. The best part

about her jewelry designs is that
every piece has a name and is one-
of-a-kind, never to be duplicated. 

“It’s all about feeling amazing
about yourself and your environ-
ment,” Wood says. “I want every
client to feel empowered by a new
design concept or confident about a
new jewelry purchase.”

If you’re not sure what type of
jewelry looks right on you, Wood
can help with that, too. She offers

fashion consulting and can also
assist clients with selecting jewelry
pieces that are right for them.

“Women who are skeptical of my
designs are often persuaded after a
personal consultation,” she says.
“Fear keeps us from exploring new
things.  I try to dispel this. Jewelry
is essential, I believe.”

Wood said that if you have a short
neck, long earrings can make you
look thinner.  Your dress or shirt

neckline will determine what
length of necklace works best.  Not
sure whether to go with big, bulky
jewelry or something simple?
Wood says both can work on all
body types - depending on the jew-
elry.  Finding the right piece is a
matter of trial and error - with
assistance.

“If you wear a signature piece of
jewelry every day, that’s really
great, but I think you should
explore possibilities.”

And for this designing woman,
exploring possibilities is what
Wood does every day as part of her
creative process.

To see some samples of Wood’s
creations, go to paulawoodcre-
ations.com.
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Paula Wood a Nationally-Known Designer
Tulsan is this Year’s

Philbrook Festival of
Trees Collectible Artist

HOLIDAY SPECIAL: Wood has
completed nearly 1,000 pins for
Philbrook Museum’s 2016 Festival
of Trees.

WIDE ARRAY: This is a sampling
of Wood’s jewelry, which includes
the conservative to the eclectic.

DESIGNER’S TABLE: The place where it all begins is at Wood’s
design table.

IMPRESSIVE SHOWING: Paula Wood, second from right, at a
recent private showing of her jewelry to the members of the Assistance
League of Tulsa executive board.

GTR Newspapers photo

southtulsa.org
warrentheatres.com
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Atlas Life Building Filled with Detail
When is an office building not an

office building? When it has been
converted into a
119- room boutique
hotel in 2010. So it
is for the Atlas Life
Building, now the
home of a
Courtyard Marriott
Hotel at 415 S.
Boston Ave.

Built in 1922 for
the Atlas Life
Insurance Company
on land leased from
the Tulsa School
Board for 99 years,
it was designed by
one of Tulsa’s lead-
ing architectural
firms, Rush,
Endicott and Rush.
With the multi-
story Mid
Continent Building
built on the north in
1918 and an anticipated but not yet
built high rise on the south
(Philtower), the architects
employed the device of an inverted
T shape for the building providing
natural light and ventilation
(before air conditioning) for the 10
floors on the north and south above
the second floor. Not coincidently,
one of the main investors in the
Atlas Life Insurance Company was
Waite Phillips who would build the
Philtower in 1928.

The exterior is a combination of
stone and red brick. The first and
second floors are faced with lime-
stone, the full lot width. The sec-
ond floor is capped by a metope
frieze parapet, which includes
curved limestone brackets at the

10-story setback. The top two
floors terminate with a limestone

overhanging cor-
nice above dentil
molding with
p r o n o u n c e d
medallions. At
the top, centered
on this ten-story
tower (three pairs
of windows
wide), is a kneel-
ing statue of
Atlas, holding up
the world. An
iconic Atlas Life
neon sign hangs
on the building’s
front.

As with many
office buildings
of its day, the
Atlas Life
Building has
large double
hung steel win-

dows and intaglio signage identify-
ing the Boston Avenue entrance.

The main lobby of the building
is a mall concept. Tall and wide, it
runs the entire length of the build-
ing with rows of shops on both
sides. At its east end is a large
clock dominated by a brass kneel-
ing Atlas holding up the world
(which is the clock). The mytho-
logical Atlas theme is repeated in
the typical room door hardware
where a tiny brass Atlas holds up
the key hole escutcheon or, in
some cases, the door knob itself.
Midway through the lobby is a
monumental stair on the north
and three elevators on the south.  

The lobby floor is gray marble
with a black marble border. The

walls are gray marble tile perfo-
rated with brass-framed store-
fronts for adjacent shops.
Originally, each shop had a small
rectangular illuminated brass box
sign at 90 degrees to the main
wall.  The ceiling is framed by a
three-part stepped molding and a
Greek key pattern frieze.  The
ceiling is coffered plaster in an
octagonal pattern with an acan-
thus leaf in each octagon opening.

Today, the center of the lobby
utilizes groupings of occasional
furnishings. The original coffee

shop is now a restaurant. Other
spaces are occupied by the Tulsa
Press Club, Atlas Grill, Marriott
sales offices and other hotel sup-
port facilities; there are also cor-
ridors connecting to the Mid-
Continent Tower and Philtower
Building.   

The second floor is the main
lobby of the hotel. In addition to
the main check-in desk, there is a
concierge area, a restaurant,
bistro, and bar, lounge space,
meeting rooms, an exercise room,
and an historical museum room of
building artifacts.

Integral to the original building

was a single enclosed stair begin-
ning at the second floor adjacent
to the elevators. At the stairwell
landings were single restrooms
with men’s and women’s facilities
on alternate floors. This was a
common practice in 1920s build-
ings. A required second means of
egress was by a fire escape on the
alley (east) side of the building.

The Courtyard Marriott bou-
tique hotel appears to be thriving.
Its arrival has been a welcome
part of downtown Tulsa’s revival.
Another of Tulsa’s numerous clas-
sic buildings has been given new
life.

On Architecture

By ROGER COFFEY, AIA
ICONIC SIGN: The Atlas Life
Building, 415 S. Boston Ave., was
built in 1922 for the Atlas Life
Insurance Company. At the top of
the building, centered on the ten-
story tower, is a kneeling statue of
Atlas, holding up the world.

HISTORIC RENOVATION: The Atlas Life Building’s main lobby is a
mall concept. Tall and wide, it runs the entire length of the building with
rows of shops on both sides. In 2010, the building was converted into a
119-room Courtyard Marriott Hotel, with its lobby is on the second
floor. The building is also home to the Tulsa Press Club and Atlas Grill.
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SANTA IS COMING: Many are expecting the arrival of Santa Claus on
Christmas Eve, though he has been seen recently at Tulsa’s Woodland Hills Mall.
He is expected to be at the mall until later in December when he will go to the North
Pole to get his presents.

WATERFORD AT NIELSENS: Waterford artist Tom Brennan was the guest of
Andrea Nielsen at Nielsens Exculsive Gifts Nov. 5.  Nielsens celebrates crystal crafts-
manship and heritage with the House of Waterford Collection.  Nielsens is located in
the Plaza at 81st Street and Lewis Avenue in Tulsa.

ROSSY GILLE for GTR Newspapers GTR Newspapers photo
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Castle Christmas, Garden of Lights Now Open
The Castle of Muskogee’s Castle

Christmas and Garden of Lights is open
through New Year’s Eve to welcome the
holiday season and enjoy family traditions.

Castleton Village offers a free drive-
through display of thousands of holiday
lights. Donations are accepted. Outside
The Castle, visitors can enjoy a hayride, a
ride aboard the Castle Train, or a ride with
the ponies through the Village. 

Inside The Castle, individuals can make
ornaments in Santa’s workshop, warm up
by the fireplace, and plan a visit with
Father Christmas. A number of local arti-
sans will be selling their handmade cre-
ations. Fireworks can also be purchased for
New Year’s Eve celebrations as well as
items from The Christmas Shoppe. 

The Castle Cafe is open for a light supper
or snack, hot chocolate and treats, with
holiday movies playing for the entire fam-
ily. Visit okcastle.com or a complete
schedule of nightly activities.

In Honor Heights Park, the Garden of
Lights brings thousands of visitors each
holiday season. The celebration includes a
free drive-through display of over a million
shimmering lights exhibited throughout
the park. Christmas lights are placed on
trees, bushes and structures throughout the
park to enhance the natural beauty of the
gardens, waterfalls and ponds.
Internationally known for its Azalea
Festival, Honor Heights Park draws up to a
half million annual visitors to its scenic
hilltop drive, which encompasses nearly
30,000 azalea bushes and thousands of
trees.

Castle Christmas and Garden of Lights
event hours:

Open nightly through New Year’s Eve, 6-
10 p.m.

Holiday Activities at The Castle:
Open Dec. 1-4, 8-11, and every night

December 15th through December 31st. 
View the Calendar at okcastle.com for a

detailed schedule of each night’s activities.
Tractor-drawn Hayrides - The ride starts

in the parking lot of The Castle and travels
through the village on a different route

from cars’ drive-thru route. Hayrides depart
every half hour. 

Cost: $5.00 per person, children 12 and
under are free. 

Castle Train - Enjoy the lights with a tour
from the train conductor. 

Cost: $5 per passenger. Kids 2 and under
are free. 

Pony rides - A holiday favorite! 
Cost: $5 per child.
Gift Shops - A wide assortment of holi-

day merchandise, inflatables and much
more.

Castle Cafe - Find soups, sandwiches,
cookies, hot chocolate and more. 

Chalice Hall - Enjoy watching holiday
movies for the whole family, or sit and
warm up by the fire.

Christmas Merchants - Find local,
unique and handcrafted items from a vari-
ety of craftspeople.

Father Christmas - Father Christmas
will be at The Castle on Dec 3-4, 10-11, 17-
18, 6:30-9 p.m. No cost to visit with Father
Christmas; pictures available for a nominal
fee.  

HOLIDAY JOY: The Castle of Muskogee’s Castle Christmas and Garden of Lights offer free holiday light displays and many family activ-
ities inside and outside of The Castle. Activities include visits with Father Christmas, hayrides, pony rides and ornament making. The
through light displays are available for viewing nightly through New Year’s Eve, 6-10 p.m.

Courtesy Castle of Muskogee

Ted & Shiela Haynes to Co-Chair OSU Fundraiser
Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Oklahoma

President Ted Haynes and his wife, Shiela,
have been selected as co-chairs; senior
U.S. District Judge Terence Kern and his
wife, Jeanette, have been named honorary
co-chairs for “A Stately Affair in Tulsa,”
the biennial black-tie gala fundraiser for
Oklahoma State University Center for
Health Sciences and OSU-Tulsa.

As event co-chairs, Shiela and Ted
Haynes will lead the organizing commit-
tee for the fundraiser set for May 1, 2017,
at Southern Hills Country Club. Proceeds
from the gala support scholarships for
undergraduate, graduate and medical stu-
dents from OSU-CHS and OSU-Tulsa.

In addition to supporting student schol-
arships at both Tulsa campuses, A Stately
Affair in Tulsa also honors Icons for OSU
in Tulsa. These individuals have made sig-
nificant contributions to the community
and the state while advancing the missions
of OSU-CHS and OSU-Tulsa.

OSU-CHS offers degrees in osteopathic
medicine and graduate programs in foren-
sic sciences, biomedical sciences, health
care administration and athletic training.

“The donations we receive from A
Stately Affair in Tulsa are an integral part
of producing physicians who will provide
quality health care service in rural and
underserved areas of Oklahoma,” says
OSU-CHS President Kayse Shrum, who is
also dean of the College of Osteopathic
Medicine. “Shiela and Ted Haynes are

known for their generosity and work to
improve the community and will ensure
this event is successful.”

Created in 1999, OSU-Tulsa offers more
than 80 undergraduate and graduate
degree options and the opportunity for
students to earn the same internationally-
recognized OSU degree that students in
Stillwater receive.

Ted Haynes was named president of Blue
Cross and Blue Shield of Oklahoma
(BCBSOK) in 2012.

Gov. Mary Fallin appointed Haynes to
the Oklahoma Physician Manpower
Training Commission in 2015.

Shiela K. Haynes serves as president of
the board for Domestic Violence
Intervention Services and is board vice
chair for the Tulsa Area Chapter of the
American Red Cross. The Haynes’ son,
Carter, is a 2015 graduate of OSU in
Stillwater.

Honorary co-chair and senior U.S.
District Judge Terence Kern was nominat-
ed by President Bill Clinton in 1994 to
serve the Northern District of Oklahoma.
He assumed senior status in 2010.

Judge Kern was recognized in 2001 as an
OSU Distinguished Alumnus and will be
inducted into the OSU Hall of Fame in
February 2017. 

Jeanette Kern is a member of the
Children’s Hospital Foundation Board of
Directors. She was chairwoman of The
2015 Painted Pony Ball, a fundraiser for

The Children’s Hospital at Saint Francis,
and is a mentor at Eugene Field
Elementary, the OSU-CHS Partners in

Education school. She is actively involved
in philanthropy throughout the communi-
ty.

A STATELY AFFAIR: Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Oklahoma President Ted Haynes
and his wife, Shiela, pictured at left, will serve as co-chairs and senior U.S. District Judge
Terence Kern and his wife, Jeanette, as honorary co-chairs for “A Stately Affair in Tulsa,”
the biennial black-tie gala fundraiser for Oklahoma State University Center for Health
Sciences and OSU-Tulsa.

Courtesy photos

hamlethams.com
www.hamlethams.com
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CENTRAL BANK OF OKLAHOMA CALENDAR•OCT. 23 TO NOV. 26
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TULSA OILERS
vs. Missouri
7 p.m.
For more info.,
visit tulsaoilers.com

TULSA OILERS
vs. Missouri
7 p.m.
For more info.,
visit tulsaoilers.com

TULSA OILERS
vs. Utah
7 p.m.
For more info.,
visit tulsaoilers.com

TULSA OILERS
vs.Wichita
7 p.m.
For more info.,
visit tulsaoilers.com

TULSA OILERS
vs.Wichita
7 p.m.
For more info.,
visit tulsaoilers.com

TULSA OILERS
vs. Alaska
7 p.m.
For more info.,
visit tulsaoilers.com

TULSA OILERS
vs. Allen
7 p.m.
For more info.,
visit tulsaoilers.com

TULSA OILERS
vs. Colorado
7 p.m. • Dec. 16-17
For more info.,
visit tulsaoilers.com

17

We offer Health 
Savings Accounts

More Bank for your Buck.

GOLDEN HURRICANE vs.
Illinois State
7 p.m.
Men’s Basketball
918-631-4688 for tickets. GOLDEN HURRICANE vs.

Oklahoma State
4 p.m.
Men’s Basketball
918-631-4688 for tickets.

GOLDEN HURRICANE vs.
Texas State
7 p.m.
Men’s Basketball
918-631-4688 for tickets.

GOLDEN HURRICANE vs.
UConn
7 p.m.
Men’s Basketball
918-631-4688 for tickets.

New Name. Same Bank

5

21

6

16

19

Ask us about ID
Fraud Protection

Free small business checking

2

TSO POPS: HOME FOR
THE HOLIDAYS
Tulsa Symphony
2:30 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

SHERIDAN ROAD
CHRISTMAS CABARET
Sheridan Road Ensemble
7:30 p.m.• Dec. 15-16
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

A CHRISTMAS CAROL
American Theatre Co.
7:30 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

A CHRISTMAS CAROL
American Theatre Co.
7:30 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

A CHRISTMAS CAROL
American Theatre Co.
2 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

THE NUTCRACKER
Tulsa Ballet
2 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

THE NUTCRACKER
Tulsa Ballet
2 p.m. • Dec. 16-17
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

ELF JR.
Theatre Tulsa Family
7:30 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

ELF JR.
Theatre Tulsa Family
2 & 7:30 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

ELF JR.
Theatre Tulsa Family
2 & 4:30 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

THE NUTCRACKER
Tulsa Ballet
7 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

CHRISTMAS AT THE PAC
WITH BRIAN NHIRA
AND FRIENDS
Brian Nhira Music
7 & 9 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

THE NUTCRACKER
Tulsa Ballet
7 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

THE NUTCRACKER
Tulsa Ballet
2 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

THE NUTCRACKER
Tulsa Ballet
2 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

A CHRISTMAS CAROL
American Theatre Co.
7:30 p.m. • Dec. 15-16
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

A CHRISTMAS CAROL
American Theatre Co.
7:30 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

A CHRISTMAS CAROL
American Theatre Co.
7:30 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

A CHRISTMAS CAROL
American Theatre Co.
7:30 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

A CHRISTMAS CAROL
American Theatre Co.
7:30 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

A CHRISTMAS CAROL
American Theatre Co.
7:30 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

MANNHEIM
STEAMROLLER
CHRISTMAS
Celebrity Attractions
7:30 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

A CHRISTMAS CAROL
American Theatre Co.
7:30 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

A CHRISTMAS CAROL
American Theatre Co.
7:30 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

A CHRISTMAS CAROL
American Theatre Co.
2 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

A CHRISTMAS CAROL
American Theatre Co.
2 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

A CHRISTMAS CAROL
American Theatre Co.
2 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

BROWN BAG IT:TULSA
FESTIVAL RINGERS
PAC Trust
11:40 a.m. & 12:45 p.m.
FREE event.

27 28

23

January

BRIAN REGAN
BOK Center
7 p.m.
Visit bokcenter.com for more
information.

ARVEST WINTERFEST
BOK Center
Nov. 25 – Jan. 15
Visit bokcenter.com for more

information.

TULSA GIRLS ART
SCHOOL KALEIDOSCOPE
EXHIBIT
McKeon Center for Creativity
Dec. 6 - Jan. 26
Visit tulsacc.edu for more
information.

OPEN STUDIO NIGHT
WITH BILL DERREVERE
McKeon Center for Creativity
5:30 – 8:30
Visit tulsacc.edu for more
information.

CHRISTKINDLMARKT
GAST Center
10 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Visit gastulsa.org
for more info.
THE EDGE
CHRISTMAS CONCERT
Brady Theater
6:30 – 9 p.m.
Visit bradytheater.com  for
more information. JOE BONAMASSA

Brady Theater
7 p.m.
Visit bradytheater.com  for
more information.

WHIRLIGIG’S FESTIVUS
MIRACLE
Blackbird on Pearl
9 p.m.
Visit blackbirdonpearl.com for
more information.

THE DRUNKARD AND OLIO
Tulsa Spotlight Theatre
7:30 p.m.
Visit spotlighttheatre.org for
more information.

SCIENCE DEMONSTRATION
Tulsa Children’s Museum
3:45 p.m.
Visit tulsachildrensmuseum.org
for more information.

WINTER BREAK
CAMP:COOL
CONCOCTIONS
Tulsa Children’s
Museum
Jan. 2 – 3
Visit
tulsachildrensmuseum.org
for more information.

DANCE & SINGALONG
Tulsa Children’s Museum
3:45 p.m.
Visit tulsachildrensmuseum.org
for more information.

CASTLE OF MUSKOGEE
CHRISTMAS KINGDOM
Castle of Muskogee
6 – 10 p.m. through Dec. 31
Visit okcastle.com for more
information.

THEWOOD BROTHERS
Cain’s Ballroom
7:45 p.m.
Visit cainsballroom.com  for
more information.

THE EDGE CHRISTMAS
CONCERT NIGHT 2
Cain’s Ballroom
7:30 p.m.
Visit cainsballroom.com  for
more information.

TEXAS HIPPIE
COALITION AT THE
CAIN'S BALLROOM
Cain’s Ballroom
7:30 p.m.
Visit
cainsballroom.com  for
more information.

THE
TURNPIKE

TROUBADOURS
Cain’s Ballroom
8:30 p.m. • Dec. 30-31
Visit

cainsballroom.com  for more
information.

BIG & RICH WITH
COWBOY TROY
Hard Rock Hotel and Casino
8 p.m.
Visit hardrocktulsa.com  for
more information.

JOSH GARRELS
Cain’s Ballroom
7 p.m.
Visit cainsballroom.com  for
more information.

WOOLAROC
WONDERLAND OF
LIGHTS
Woolaroc Museum
5 – 9 p.m. through
Dec. 23
Visit woolaroc.org
for more
information.

DAVID PHELPS CHRISTMAS
Broken Arrow PAC
7:30 p.m.

Visit brokenarrowpac.com  for
more information.

RHEMA CHRISTMAS LIGHTS
IN BROKENARROW
Rhema Bible Church
5:30-11:30 p.m. through Jan. 1
Visit rhemabiblechurch.com    
for more information.

RHEMA CHRISTMAS LIGHTS
IN BROKENARROW
Rhema Bible Church
5:30-11:30 p.m. through Jan. 1
Visit rhemabiblechurch.com    
for more information.

PHILBROOK FESTIVAL
Philbrook Museum
10 a.m. – 8 p.m. through Dec. 31
Visit philbrook.org for more
information.

FREE CPR COURSES FOR
CHILDREN 10 – 16 YEARS
OFAGE DURINGWINTER
BREAK
Osteopathic Founders Foundation
9 a.m. – 3 p.m.
Visit osteopathicfounders.org
for more information.

ULTIMATE EXHIBITION -
MARK ROSS
Living Arts of Tulsa
Dec. 27-29
Visit livingarts.org  for more
information.

BIPOLAR MANAGEMENT
SUPPORT GROUP

Mental Health Association
Oklahoma 
6:30 – 7:30 p.m.
Visit mhaok.org  for more
information.

OPEN STUDIO FOR
ADULT ARTISTS

Zarrow Center for Art &
Education 

4 – 7 p.m.
Visit gilcrease.org  for

more information.

SUPPORT GROUP FOR
INDIVIDUALSWITH
PROGRESSIVE
SUPRANUCLEAR PALSY AND
RELATED BRAIN DISEASES
Warren Clinic
2 – 3:30 p.m.
Call 918-557-8784 for more
information.

FOOD TRUCKWEDNESDAY
Guthrie Green
11:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m.
Visit guthriegreen.com for more
information.

8THANNUAL BARKING
BASSET BASSOON BAND
HOLIDAY BASH
Woodland Hills Mall
7-8 p.m.
Call 918-445-0101 for more info.

BLUEGRAZZWEDNESDAYS
WITH GRAZZHOPPER TRIO
Cellar Dweller
7-8 p.m.
Visit www.grazzhopper.net for
more information.

DRAWING ON MEMORIES
Gilcrease Museum
10 a.m. – 12 p.m.
Visit alz.org/oklahoma  for
more information.

STEVEVAI
Cain’s Ballroom

7 p.m.
Visit
cainsballroom.com  for

more information. OK, SO... STORY SLAM
TULSA STORY TELLING
COMPETITION
IDL Ballroom
8 p.m.
Visit cainsballroom.com  for
more information.

THE DRUNKARD AND THE
OLIOAUDITIONS
Tulsa Spotlight Theatre
6:30 p.m.
Visit spotlighttheatre.org for info.

WARRIOR SISTERS FIRST
SATURDAY
INTRODUCTORY SELF
DEFENSE CLASS
Church of the Restoration, Tulsa
11 a.m. – 1 p.m.
Visit warrior-sisters.org  for
more information.

MONSTER JAM
BOK Center
7 p.m.

Visit bokcenter.com
for more
information.

FIRST FRIDAY ART WITH
GILCREASE MUSEUM
Central Library
4:30 – 5:30 p.m.
Visit tulsashrine.com for more
information.

FIRST FRIDAY ART
CRAWL
Brady District, Downtown Tulsa
6 – 9 p.m. • Jan. 6
Visit thebradyartsdistrict.com
for more information.

NATURE’S BUDDIES:
BACKYARD ANIMALS
Tulsa Zoo
9 a.m.
For ages 2 – 4.
Registration
required. Visit
tulsazoo.org for
more info.

ARSON CITY
The Shrine
8 p.m.

Visit
tulsashrine.com
for more
information.

NOONYEAR’S EVE
Tulsa Children’s Museum
9:30 a.m. – 1 p.m.
Visit tulsachildrensmuseum.org
for more information.

http://www.grazzhopper.net
www.centralbank.net
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AREA NEWS
Downtown Tulsa Grows Retail
By EMILY RAMSEY
Managing Editor

The flurry of development proj-
ects in downtown Tulsa is obvious
to anyone passing through.
Besides the many residential and
hotel construction projects cur-
rently underway, perhaps the two
most anticipated upcoming com-
mercial projects are taking place in
the East Village and the Brady
Arts District.

Officially opening Dec. 10 is The
Boxyard with 39 shipping contain-
ers to house 20 businesses, includ-
ing local retail shop Dwelling
Spaces and JoeBots Coffee, which
got an early start in the center,
opening Nov. 25. 

The retail center is a develop-
ment project by Elliot Nelson and
Casey Stowe, partners in
Nelson+Stowe Development. The
Boxyard is located at the corner of
Third Street and Frankfort Avenue. 

The main aim of the project is to
bring more retail options to the
area, says Stowe, but there will be
a mix of other businesses as well.
Confirmed tenants include
Abelina’s Boutique; Blue Sky
Bank; a barber shop; Boxyard
Comics; Downtown Dry Cleaners;
Landella jewelry; women’s cloth-
ing store Modern Mess; Rose
Rock Microcreamery; a bar
named Open Container; Sole
Massage; STEMcell, a science
retail store; Sweet Boutique, a
candy shop; The Water Co.; and
Wirwar, a Belgian Honky Tonk
featuring street food, beer and
music. 

As for The Boxyard’s location on
the western end of the growing
East Village, “we are right in the

middle of so much,” says Stowe. 
Besides the recent addition of

various residential options, includ-
ing Urban 8, The Edge and the
East End Village, further commer-
cial projects are coming to the
area, including right next door
where work is underway to reno-
vate the former KOTV building
into suitable commercial space.

“This area has exceeded all of
our expectations,” Stowe says.

In a few months, the Brady Arts
District will welcome its latest
completed project, a mixed-use
building on Archer Street, span-
ning the block between Martin
Luther King Jr. Blvd and Detroit
Avenue.

Work began in 2014 by the
George Kaiser Family Foundation

to renovate the 75,000-square-foot
building that formerly served as a
Bank of Oklahoma warehouse. 

When the building is fully com-
pleted by spring 2017, it will fea-
ture 35 Tulsa Artist Fellowship
(TAF) work studios, 14 TAF apart-
ments and 10 ground-floor retail
spaces.

With nine of the 10 retail tenants
confirmed, the building will
include Strange Donuts, Goods
Bodega, Lone Wolf restaurant and
bar, Glacier Confection, Holy
Mountain Records, Magic City
Books, and Made.

The TAF is a Tulsa-based artist
recruitment and retention program
that provides artists with a $20,000
stipend and, in most cases, free
housing and studio work space.

THE BOXYARD: Patrons explore The Boxyard, a commercial develop-
ment at Third Street and Frankfort Avenue in the East Village, featuring 20
businesses housed in 39 shipping containers. The Boxyard will hold its
grand opening on Dec. 10. Local shop Dwelling Spaces opened Nov. 25.

RABBIT RUN OPENS

NEW RESIDENTIAL: In November, city officials and representa-
tives from Spectacular Homes gathered to celebrate the grand open-
ing of residential development Rabbit Run, located just west of 101st
Street and 129th East Avenue.

LUXURIOUS DOWNSIZING: The 27-acre gated development
offers homes starting at $275,000 that targets individuals looking to
down size their homes while maintaining the quality, luxury, and
security of a larger home.

EMILY RAMSEY for GTR Newspapers
EMILY RAMSEY for GTR Newspapers

EMILY RAMSEY for GTR Newspapers
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