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By Lorraine Gabbert
Senior Staff Writer

Acontroversial housing development
planned on a hillside along Winfield
Blvd. by Boulder Ridge and Almaden

Lake Park has been put on hold, perhaps
indefinitely.

Developer Bill Myers proposed dedicating
19 of a 20-acre parcel owned by Valley
Christian Schools as public open space, along
with an improved trail, in exchange for having
one acre rezoned as residential.

On Dec. 5, the applicant withdrew the
application to change the General Plan
Designation from 'Parks, Open Space and
Habitat' to 'Residential Neighborhood' follow-

ing the Planning Commission's recommenda-
tion that the project be denied and
Councilmember Johnny Khamis' accord.

"This site is not within a designated growth
area such as an urban village," says planner
Justin Daniels. "The proposed General Plan
amendment is also inconsistent with policies
related to infill development and rural and
hillside development."

Khamis says he is willing to abide by that
decision as Valley Christian asserted that the
remainder of the land would become open
space in a previous development plan.

"The application proposal I was represent-
ing for Bill Myers for the option on the prop-
erty wasn't acceptable to some members of
the community and Councilmember Johnny
Khamis was uncomfortable with it," says land
use consultant Jerry Strangis. "He came to the
conclusion that it would be better in the short
term to pursue the opportunity with the Open
Space Authority because they own the proper-
ty adjacent to it and will try to acquire it. We
thought it was better for us to walk away and
allow them the opportunity to do that."

If Santa Clara Valley Open Space Authority
is able to reach an agreement with Valley
Christian Schools to purchase the property, all
20 acres will become publically accessible
open space. However, their mandate doesn't 

See OPEN SPACE, page 16

By Lorraine Gabbert
Senior Staff Writer

Business and economic growth are the
cornerstones of the San Jose Silicon
Valley Chamber of Commerce and

were the focus of their recent presentation to
the Almaden Valley Community
Association.

A multi-faceted organization, the
Chamber not only offers membership events
and networking, but also has its own founda-
tion, Strive San Jose, and an economic devel-
opment advocacy organization, Silicon
Valley Idea. The Chamber represents 1,400
businesses in Silicon Valley, 800 of which are

small businesses. Larger businesses include
Apple and Samsung. In addition, under
Silicon Valley Coalition, the Chamber acts as
an umbrella organization for 20 smaller
chambers ranging from Palo Alto to Milpitas
and Gilroy.

Through their political action committee,
the Chamber plays a significant role in elect-
ing the city's mayor and councilmembers,
spending $1 million each election cycle. "We
want to make sure business interests are rep-
resented at City Hall," says Victor Gomez,
Director of Public Policy. "We want to create
jobs in Silicon Valley and get the right people
in office."             See GROWTH, page 17

Above left: Director of Public Policy, Victor Gomez, leads the SJ SV Chamber's PAC, which is focused
on business and economic growth. Above right: Councilmember Johnny Khamis is helping to bring
new businesses to San Jose. Photos by Lorraine Gabbert

Boulder Ridge hillside
to remain open space

On Dec. 5, the applicant withdrew the application to
change the General Plan Designation to “residential
neighborhood.”

Bloomster’s Floral Arts (located at Old Almaden Plaza) has halls that have been
decked to the max for the season (above), while Almaden Valley residents also have
been getting festive with lawn and home decorations. See more photos, page 21.

It’s Christmastime in the Valley 

San Jose Silicon Valley Chamber of Commerce focuses on economic growth
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SEASON’S GREETINGS
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This Week:
POLITICS
Graffiti and dumping a
cause of concern for
many residents: PAGE 8

COMMUNITY
'Little Free Library' in
Almaden now open to the
public by enterprising
children: PAGE 8

FEATURE
'Reaching Out' to 
distribute food to 
needy families this 
holiday season: PAGE 15

HOLIDAY
San Jose Dance Theatre
and Cambrian Symphony
collaborate on
Nutcracker: PAGE 18

ALSO

Realtor Guide: PAGE 22
Worship Guide: PAGE 18

ValleyCurrents
cur·rent (adj.) Present, topical, timely, newsworthy. (n.) Movement in a definite direction, a flow.
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Excellent journalism
and publishing lauded

Editor,
I commend Lorraine Gabbert for

her superb reporting on the Winfield
Boulevard Boulders Ridge residential
development proposal in the Decem-
ber 2nd issue of the Almaden Times.

I was very impressed with her thor-
ough research and comprehensive
coverage on a development proposal
having complex community tradeoffs:
owner property rights, open space

preservation, public trail creation and
potential adverse environmental
impacts. Lorraine identified the
major issues, diverse viewpoints and
covered them in a balanced manner
within the article. It is an example of
excellent journalism not often seen
today in daily, let alone weekly news-
papers.

The publisher of the Almaden
Times, William Bellou, needs to be
also lauded for his decision to feature
the article and allocate the costly
needed print space in this newsprint

business unfriendly internet era.
Jim Kuhl

Popular vote?
Editor,
There are 3,141 counties in the

United States, Trump won 3,084 of
them, and Clinton won 57.

There are 62 counties in New York
State. Trump won 46 of them.
Clinton won 16.

Clinton won the popular vote by
approx. 1.5 million votes in the five
counties that encompass NYC,
(Bronx, Brooklyn, Manhattan,
Richmond, and Queens) Clinton
received well over 2 million more
votes than Trump. Therefore, these
five counties alone accounted for

Clinton winning the popular vote of
the entire country.

The five counties that Clinton won
in NYC are comprised of 319 square
miles, compared to 3,797,000 square
miles in the U.S.

When you have a country that
encompasses almost 4 million square
miles of territory, it would be ludi-
crous to even suggest that the vote of
those who inhabit a mere 319 square
miles should dictate the outcome of a
national election. Large, densely pop-
ulated Democratic leaning cities
(NYC, Chicago, LA, etc.) do not and
should not speak for the rest of our
country.

Gene Hopkins
Almaden Valley

Mailbox

LET THE ALMADEN TIMES HEAR FROM YOU! 
Send your letters to editorial@timesmediainc.com or mail to:  Almaden Times, Silicon Valley Business Center, 1900 Camden Ave., San Jose, CA 95124

FROM THE PUBLISHERS

Thanks, Don!

As you may have already read in
this edition of the Almaden
Times, Don DeVries has

announced his retirement from his law
practice and also his column that has
appeared in this newspaper for more
than 30 years.

Writing a column twice a month can
be challenging, but not to Don. His
enthusiasm in providing Almaden resi-
dents with various topics on legal issues
has never waned.

Having his column and his photo pub-
lished more than 17,000 times made
Don a celebrity. He told me several years
ago that it was difficult shopping in
Almaden since he was immediately rec-
ognized. The questions would come and
Don would graciously provide an
answer, knowing he would most likely be
getting home late. "Now I know what it's
like to be a movie star," he said.

In addition to writing the longest run-
ning column, Don was the newspaper's
first advertiser and holds the Almaden
Times' record in running an ad in every
issue of the newspaper since our inaugu-
ral issue in August, 1986. His son Dan
designed the ad and also designed ads for
the Almaden Times for more than three
years. Dan's law practice is located in
San Juan Bautista.

After 46 years of law practice and his
dedication to providing the most up-to-
date legal information to our readers, we
salute Don DeVries and wish him well in
his retirement on December 31. Maybe
Don will consider doing a column about
retirement!  

William and Sandy Bellou 

Jocelle Burdett (anove, right) is the recipient
of the Distinguished  Service Award 2016
for the South Valley Family YMCA at the

annual Red Triangle Dinner held last month at
the Crowne Plaza Palo Alto.

Awards for the evening were presented by
Santa Clara County Supervisor Joe Simitian,
YMCA of Silicon Valley Chairman of the Board
David Kennedy, and YMCA of Silicon Valley
President and CEO Sandy Berlin Walker.

The recipients of the Y’s annual awards go
above and beyond in their efforts to serve the
public and make a true difference in the lives of
others. More than 7,600 individuals volunteer
each year providing leadership and talent that
are vital to empowering people and communities
to learn, grow and thrive.

For the last three years, Burdett has volun-
teered as a team leader for the South Valley

Family YMCA Annual Campaign. “Her conta-
gious enthusiasm has motivated her campaign
team to raise $45,000 in 28 days for critical com-
munity programs,” said Walker.” Tireless in her
efforts to build a strong campaign and motivate
volunteers to strive for success, Burdett’s
thoughtful leadership makes a difference in our
community.”

YMCA of Silicon Valley is a 501(c)(3) non-
profit focused on strengthening community
through youth development, healthy living and
social responsibility. Across Santa Clara and San
Mateo counties, YMCA of Silicon Valley serves
approximately 240,000 members and partici-
pants – regardless of age, income or background
- by nurturing the potential of children and teens,
improving health and well-being, and providing
opportunities to give back and support our
neighbors.

YMCA of Silicon Valley honors Burdett
with Distinguished Service Award 
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Coldwell Banker International
Presidents Premier, Top 1%

7170 Wooded Lake Drive
Fabulous Almaden Country Club Home!

2,800+/- square feet of living space. 
4 Bedrooms, 3/5 Bathrooms,

approximately 15,300 square foot lot.
Top Almaden Schools. Price Upon Request

15575 Quito Road
Premium location in beautiful Monte Sereno!

Offering 3 Bedrooms, 2 Bathrooms,  
approximately 1,300 square feet of living space.

Price Upon Request.

3089 Jennifer Way
Wonderful Cambrian neighborhood!

Beautiful two story home offering 3 bedrooms, 
2.5 Bathrooms, Approximately 1,560 square feet of 

living space. 7,200+/- square foot lot.
Price Upon Request

Com
ing

 So
on!

1230 Diablo Way
Wonderful Almaden Country Club Home

Situated on 10,500 +/- square foot lot.
3 Bedrooms, 2 Bathrooms, Approximately 2,100 square

feet of living space. Price Upon Request

Com
ing

 So
on!

1266 Hillcrest Drive
Gorgeous Country Club Home!

3 bedrooms, 2.5 bathrooms, 
approximately 1,824 square feet of living space. 

Top Almaden Schools.

Sal
e P

end
ing

5875 Dry Oak Drive
Gorgeous Almaden Townhome!

3 Spacious Bedrooms, 2.5 Bathrooms, 
approximately 2,500 Square Feet of Living Space. 

16320 Alexander Court
Fabulous Monte Sereno home!

3 Bedrooms, 2 Bathrooms, Approximately 2,006 square
feet of living space. Opportunity for expansion to
3,900+/-  square feet. Award winning Los Gatos

schools. Price Upon Request.

Sal
e P

end
ing

Open House Sat & Sun 1-4pm

20784 Via Corta
13 Beautiful Acres!

Excellent horse property in Almaden Hills. 
4 Bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, offering approximately

2,750 square feet of living space. Top Almaden
Schools.  Price Upon Request.

The Chiavettas Wish You
A Happy Holiday Season!
The Chiavettas Wish You
A Happy Holiday Season!
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Times Local News

Almaden Holiday Brunch 
brings good cheer

The Almaden Community Center Senior
Association held its Holiday Brunch on Dec.3 for 140
guests.

A menu of fruit parfait, frittata, potatoes, ham and
pastry along with mimosas was prepared by our
kitchen team. Entertainment was by the Lyric
Victorian Carolers as well as a moving performance by
the Simonds Elementary School choir.

Almaden/Blossom Charity League
benefits 'Animal Assisted Happiness'
with building project, funding 

The Almaden/Blossom Valley Chapter of National
Charity League (NCL) has a lot to be proud of, as its
Class of 2017 begins its senior project.

Animal Assisted Happiness (AAH) is the recipient
of a successful fundraising event put on by this ener-
getic group of 22 young women.

In addition to raising funds, the senior project will
also benefit AAH with a bunny hutch sanctuary the
Class of 2017 are assembling and painting at AAH's
new facility.

The non- profit Animal Assisted Happiness (AAH)
mission is to enrich the lives of children and their fam-

ilies experiencing special needs, health or family chal-
lengers in providing friendly barnyard animals to bring
moments of happiness and smiles into their lives.

Seven different high schools in San Jose are repre-
sented in this NCL Class that has spent the last five
and half years working together to develop their lead-
ership skills, giving  back to the community and learn-
ing through diverse cultural experiences.

The Class of 2017 is now in the home stretch of
their six year commitment that will culminate in a spe-
cial celebration on March 18, 2017.

To learn more about this mother-daughter philan-
thropic organization, go to almadenblossomvalley
.nationalcharityleague.org.

To learn more about Animal Assisted Happiness, go
to animalassistedhappiness.org.

The Simonds Elementary School choir performs for the Almaden Senior Association. Below: the local NCL chapter.
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Times Feature

Expires 12/31/16
Healing Touch Chiropractic Clinic

2724 Aborn Road, San Jose, CA 95121
* Introductory Price Available for First Time Clients *

Ask About Our Discount Massage Package!

Please call
(408) 393-1099
to schedule an
appointment

Expires 12/31/16

Professional Staff
Rosario Espinoza, CMT
Leticia Espinoza, CMT

Swedish Massage
Deep Tissue Massage

Massage Therapy

Voted
Best 

Massage

Holiday Special

$35 special
1 hour with 

this ad

By Councilmember 
Johnny Khamis

Special to the Times

Over the past couple of
months I have heard from
many of you

who have noticed a
recent spike in graf-
fiti and illegal dump-
ing along our high-
ways.

These highways
are the responsibili-
ty of the California
Department of Trans-
portation (CalTrans).
After expressing our
dissatisfaction with
CalTrans' turnaround
times, Senator Jim
Beall made us
aware that some of
the CalTrans delay
was due to them being in negotia-
tions with the graffiti abatement
contractor for the San Jose area.
They were scheduled to begin
their work on November 16, 2016.
Mayor Sam Liccardo's staff has
also asked CalTrans to make the
junction of Highways 85 & 87 one
of their first priorities.

People should continue to
report graffiti to CalTrans via the
online maintenance service
request (MSR) form on the
CalTrans website.

Senator Jim Beall feels as pas-
sionately as I do about transporta-
tion and keeping our highways
clean. As a result, he recently
authored a letter to California

Department of Trans-
portation Director
Malcolm Doughtery
expressing his dissat-
isfaction with the
state of our highways
within the Northern
California region. A
few weeks after,
Director Doughtery
sent his response.

Senator Jim Beall
and his staff for
working closely with
our local government
and being very re-
sponsive.

We still have much
work to do and need the residents
to be our eyes and ears in the
community. I encourage all of you
to help keep CalTrans accountable
by submitting MSR forms online
through the CalTrans website:
dot.ca.gov/ hq/maint/msrsubmit
and by following up with Senator
Beall's office., which can be found
at sd15.senate.ca.gov/contact-us
when graffiti and illegal dumping
MSRs are not addressed in a time-
ly fashion.

Graffiti and dumping cause concern

District 10
Report

Johnny Khamis,
City Councilmember

Almaden Valley re-
cently got its new-
est "Little Free

Library" added to the
community by neighbors
Benjamin Broccoli, 9, and
Elisabeth Aidlberg, 10.

A grand opening event
on Silverado Drive near
Camelia Drive to intro-
duce their book repository
was well received.

The library was the per-
fect backdrop for Ben-
jamin and Elisabeth to
explain to all who gath-
ered how the Little Free
Library concept works.
"Take a book, leave a book
is what a Little Free
Library is all about",
Benjamin said to the eager
onlookers. "It's free to all
and we hope everyone will
share lots of books with
each other," added
Elisabeth.

With help from their
parents, Benjamin and
Elisabeth built the doll-
house-sized structure and chose
very eye catching paint colors to
help attract attention. Their enthu-
siasm grew each day as the grand
opening drew near.

"I was so excited from the begin-

ning to share it with everyone,"
exclaimed Elisabeth. Benjamin
remarked, "Seeing neighbors every
day makes me happy."  

Originally scheduled from 11
a.m. -1 p.m., the grand opening

lasted until 5pm as neigh-
bors from all around
dropped off books and
introduced themselves to
each other while snack-
ing on free cookies and
lemonade. All who gath-
ered quickly realized the
new library isn't just a
place to swap books, but
rather, it helps foster a
stronger sense of commu-
nity.

Elisabeth's mom,
Becky, noted "I love how
it's brought together peo-
ple of all ages over a bond
for the love of reading."
Neighbor Jenny Hoyt
added "It's not just about
books, today I'm meeting
so many wonderful peo-
ple as we're creating a
great spot to see each
other and stay connect-
ed."

Be sure to visit
Benjamin and Elisabeth's
library.

"Little Free Libraries"
have popped up everywhere and the
organization recently announced there
are now 50,000 of them worldwide.
For more information, including how
to build one, check out their website  lit-
tlefreelibrary.org.

'Little Free Library' in Almaden now open to the public by enterprising children

Elisabeth Aidlberg, 10, and Benjamin Broccoli, 9, celebrate
the ribbon cutting for their new “Little Free Library.”
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Times Local Sports

Dmarte joins Wheaton
Thunder Football Team

Dmarte Arafiles (inset), resident of
Almaden Valley, contributes to the success
of the 2016 Wheaton College Thunder

football team. Arafiles is a Business/Economic
major.

The Thunder football program reached the quar-
terfinal round of the 2016 NCAA Division III
Football Playoffs and finished the season with an
11-2 overall record.

Wheaton College sponsors 21 varsity sports, and
Thunder teams compete at the NCAA Division III level.

The Thunder Athletics program has won five NCAA Division III
Championships since 1984, and Wheaton student-athletes have won 31
Division III individual National Championships all-time.

Leland Charges Boys Varsity
Basketball Schedule
12/20/16 Tuesday Branham Leland  7:00 PM 
12/28/16 Wednesday Silver Creek Silver Creek 7:00 PM 
01/04/17 Wednesday Gunderson Leland 7:00 PM 
01/06/17 Friday Oak Grove Leland  7:00 PM 
01/11/17 Wednesday Santa Teresa  Leland  7:00 PM 
01/13/17 Friday Sobrato  Sobrato  7:00 PM 
01/18/17 Wednesday Live Oak  Live Oak  7:00 PM 
01/20/17 Friday Pioneer  Leland  7:00 PM 
01/24/17 Tuesday Andrew Hill  Andrew Hill  7:00 PM 
01/26/17 Thursday Gunderson  Gunderson 7:00 PM 
02/01/17 Wednesday Oak Grove Oak Grove 7:00 PM 
02/03/17 Friday Santa Teresa  Santa Teresa  7:00 PM 
02/08/17 Wednesday Sobrato  Leland  7:00 PM 
02/10/17 Friday Live Oak  Leland  7:00 PM 
02/15/17 Wednesday Andrew Hill  Leland  7:00 PM 
02/17/17 Friday Pioneer  Pioneer  7:00 PM 
02/19/17 Sunday CCS Seeding Meeting  TBA TBA PM 

Best of luck to ALL of our
Almaden area athletes at
schools near and far from the
staff of the Almaden Times!
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SAN JOSE ALMADEN
1096 BLOSSOM HILL ROAD, SUITE 200   408.448.4488

ALMADEN VALLEY $3,429,000
5 BR 4.5 BA Magnificent custom built 
Tuscan Estate with over 5,000 sqft all on 
one level! A Must See!
Steve Coan, 
CalBRE #01258637 
408-234-8700

WILLOW GLEN $1,949,000
4 BR 3 BA Welcome home to this Willow Glen Charmer.
Separate living room, dining room, kitchen, & family
room space. So many upgrades!
Kim Nicholson, 
CalBRE #01799950 
408-506-5447

CUPERTINO $1,850,000
3 BR 2 BA Beautiful Cupertino corner lot home in Cul-
de-sac. Award TOP winning Cupertino schools!
Located next to many high tech companies!
Ron Mason,
CalBRE #01145613 
408-896-6794

ALMADEN VALLEY $1,799,000
5 BR 2.5 BA Amazingly beautiful and serene setting
overlooking the 4th fairway of Almaden Country Club
and far beyond. Outstanding schools!
Margaret Yost & David Yost, 
CalBRE #00947936 & 01450671 
408-445-5133 & 408-757-9678

ALMADEN VALLEY $1,048,000
4 BR 2.5 BA Fantastic home! Close to 
shopping, entertainment, restaurants, 
& Quick Silver Park.
Jason Muth, 
CalBRE #01159966 
408-888-1660

SANTA CLARA $1,125,000
4 BR 2 BA Lovely Home in a Highly Desirable
Neighborhood of Santa Clara. Close to the New Apple
Campus, Kaiser Santa Clara, & Maywood Earl Park
Julie Tornincasa, 
CalBRE #01788808 
408-205-3152



SERVING ALMADEN VALLEY SINCE 1986 ONLINE: ALMADENTIMES.COMPAGE 12 ALMADEN TIMES DEC. 16 – DEC. 29, 2016



ALMADEN TIMES DEC. 16 – DEC. 29, 2016 PAGE 13SERVING ALMADEN VALLEY SINCE 1986 ONLINE: ALMADENTIMES.COM



SERVING ALMADEN VALLEY SINCE 1986 ONLINE: ALMADENTIMES.COMPAGE 14 ALMADEN TIMES DEC. 16 – DEC. 29, 2016



By Donald J. DeVries
Special to the Times

Sadly, it is time for me to say goodbye
to you, my loyal readers of this column for
all these years. It was in August, 1986,
when the column first appeared, 30 years
and 4 months ago.

The concept was for me, a lawyer with
an active law practice, to write a column
twice per month that would appear in this
community newspaper. The focus would
be on legal issues that concerned Almaden
Valley residents and the surrounding com-
munities. When one does the math, that
results in approximately 728 columns of
various topics dealing with legal issues.

If I recall correctly, it was in approxi-
mately 1990 when the Internet came
along, that significantly changed many of
our lives, including the writing and distri-
bution of this column.

It was always surprising as to how
quickly the deadlines would come up.
Amazing, in fact. It seemed like my writ-
ing deadline twice per month was really
every other day. Just like my parents used
to say, the time goes faster as you get older.

I need to say thank you to all of you for
your loyal support. It is indeed gratifying
to hear your positive comments about the
articles in general and often certain ones in
particular.

And time and time again, new clients
would come to this office and write
"Almaden Times" on the line of our new
client form as to how they were referred to
this office. That comment in and of itself
made all of the work worthwhile.

I found it very, very interesting to write

these articles over the years. It was such a
nice change of pace from courtroom
work, trial preparation,
and related tasks, while
still staying within the
legal field.

I have a hunch that I
will miss this work a lot
after the target retire-
ment date arrives on
December 31, 2016. On
that date also, this col-
umn will be turned over
to my successor, Steven
Robert Roeser, "Steve"
Roeser for short. He will
be taking over my law
practice as well.

Steve is a full-fledged
Attorney at Law who
was admitted to the
State Bar of California
in 2003. He graduated
from UC Santa Barbara
with his undergraduate
degree and then attended the Univer-sity
of Santa Clara School of Law where he
obtained his JD degree. Our Alma-den

Times readers may recall that Santa Clara
is my alma mater as well, a great law

school!
Steve also is a member of

several sections of the State
Bar, including Business
Law, Trusts and Estates,
and Real Property Law. I
have a lot of peace of mind
knowing that my readers of
this column and clients of
mine over the years will be
in the best of hands.

Hopefully, in the days
ahead Steve will be in touch
with all of you through this
column in the Almaden
Times. I have a hunch also
that you will learn directly
more about him and his
work. I will pass along my
telephone number to him,
408-268-9500. He will con-
tinue the Almaden Valley
Lawyers practice and web-

site, www.almadenvalleylawyers.com, as
well. His email address is: steve@roeser-
law.net. Maybe I can talk him into my

serving as a guest columnist from time to
time, just to stay in touch with you a little
bit.

After I turn over everything to Steve, I
will be drifting into the sunset and take life
easy, working at home on a few deferred
projects and my honey-do list. A new ten-
ant will be taking over my office space.

I have had the privilege of having my
own office at 6475 Camden Avenue, Suite
200, for these same 30 years. My office
had been at Vallco Park Financial Center
in Cupertino with two other lawyers near
a small start-up company called "Apple",
but then I saw a large sign go up in a big
weed patch here on Camden Avenue that
said "NEW OFFICES COMING SOON".

Since our home had been just a mile
away since 1970 when I started my law
practice, and since I was rather tired of
the long commute that was getting worse
each day, I jumped at the chance for a
new office close to home. I tracked down
the real estate agent, signed a lease with-
in two days for an office in this building
yet to be built, and became the first tenant
in these two buildings when they were
completed.

At about the same time, the opportu-
nity was presented to write this column
and I jumped at that as well. What a ride
it has been. Incredible, to say the least.

Along the way, my wife, Ruth, has
retired from her work of 35 years of
teaching first graders and serving as a
mentor to other teachers, our older son
has become an attorney in San Juan
Bautista, and our second son has become
a high school teacher in Santa Barbara.
(When you have time, with the help of
the Internet, check out his favorite proj-
ect, "Kids Helping Kids" that earned him
Teacher of the Year honors in Santa
Barbara.)

Along the way also during 46 years of
law practice, I have been very fortunate to
have excellent staff support for our legal
work. It is very safe to say that I could
not have done this work without them.

You can see why we believe at our
house that we have so much for which to
be thankful.

Best wishes to you and yours in the
days ahead.

Donald J. DeVries
Almaden Valley 
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Almaden Times columnist retires after 30 years on the job

Ask The
Lawyer
Donald J. DeVries,
Attorney at Law

For past articles, 
visit our web site at

www.almadenvalleylawyers.com

'Reaching Out'
to distribute
food to needy
families

The Reaching Out Food Center at
the Cathedral of Faith will hold
their annual 'Celebration of Love'

Thursday, Dec. 22 from 10 a.m. until
noon.

"This year, we've seen a greater
demand in our services," said Jim
Gallagher, Reaching Out's director.
"More than 2,500 grocery carts full of
food will be distributed that day," he said.

During the month of December, it is
expected that more than 5,000 grocery
carts full of food will be distributed. The
carts will include turkeys, fresh produce,
vegetables, milk, bread, and pastries, to
needy families. The retail value of the
distributed food is more than $1,000,000.

The mostly-volunteer organization,
which operates out of a debt-free, 16,000
square foot distribution center on the
Cathedral of Faith campus, provides
emergency food and basic life necessities
for over 120,000 economically disadvan-
taged. Over 500 volunteers will be on
hand at the event Dec. 22 to provide
assistance to food recipients.

This year Reaching Out has also part-
nered with nine local public schools that
see a need for food for their students'
families. The non-profit organization
will take the food to the schools, where
parents pick it up when they pick up their
children from school 

The Celebration of Love Food
Distribution on Dec. 22 event takes
about two hours to pull off- with the help
of hundreds of volunteers from the
church congregation.



Open space
Continued from page 1
allow them to bid beyond the
assessed value of the land.

"I'm relieved we're not going to
lose any of this beautiful landscape
to development," says Dave
Poeschel of the Sierra Club's Loma
Prieta Chapter. "City staff recog-
nized that a project like this fails
General Plan strategy. I thank
Councilmember Khamis for honor-
ing the previous agreement that des-
ignated this remaining property as
open space when high-density hous-
ing was approved on a portion of
the original parcel in the 1980s. I
know this was a difficult decision
since he and many of his con-
stituents would like to see a public
trail in these hills. While we share
the goal of getting a trail eventually,
our priority is preservation. When
the natural environment is devel-
oped, it's gone forever."

"It's a question of what you
want," says Strangis. "A property
that is open space, but not available
to the public with wild animals
rooming free? If you want it to be
available to the public, you have to
acquire it and make improvements.
It's an amazing property and has
amazing views and environments.
People would like it to be public
open space, with a park trail con-
nection, ideally throughout the 300-
plus acres of property surrounding
Boulder Ridge Golf Course. The
Open Space Authority might be
able to do it. When Measure Q
passed, they made a commitment to
the community that they'd put
resources towards the hill. Do they
have the resources and the ability to
do it given the constraints they work
under? That remains to be seen."

"Measure Q shows people's desire
to maintain land in its natural state,
to protect the environment, provide
adequate space for wildlife and to
ensure that San Jose remains a won-
derful place to live," says Ann Hall,

President of Lakeview Terrace
Homeowners Association.

"I hope Valley Christian School's
Executive Leadership Team will
now accept that no more develop-
ment will be permitted on their
property and will be willing to sell it
to the Santa Clara Valley Open
Space Authority," says Poeschel.
"This would help Valley Christian
students by giving a boost to the
school's operating budget and allow
a beautiful natural resource and
recreational opportunity to be avail-
able to the entire community."  

Strangis says he still strongly
believes in the proposal of a public-
private partnership. "In return for
allowing the development of one
acre, 19 were being dedicated to the
community," he says, "with all the
improvements."

Resident Jim Kuhl hopes that
Jerry Strangis' proposal will become
a template to convert private open
space to public open space in the
future. "The city should encourage
submission of proposals regarding
desirable large private open space
parcels if the owner donates a signif-
icant portion of the land to the city or
the Santa Clara Valley Open Space
Authority," he says, "in return for
having a small portion of the land
use reclassified for development as a
means to compensate the owner." 

In these situations, Kuhl recom-
mends that new developments
adjoin existing developed urban
areas and that the developer agrees
to provide trails and other needed
park infrastructure.

"In the Bay Area, the price of
land will only increase over time
due to scarcity and the impact of
continued population growth," he
says. "Acquisition of desirable open
space for public ownership is rare,
especially at no cost. The city and
county must promote and seize
these opportunities when they
become available. Pursuing a tem-
plate where at least 90 percent of
land classified as open space is

donated, combined with a properly
conceived development proposal on
the residual portion, could become
a win-win for the landowner, the
community and the environment." 

However, others are concerned
that private-public partnerships will
make acquisition of open space
unfeasible. "If we go along with

these types of projects, it will only
encourage other property owners to
hold out in hopes that they can also
develop and increase the value of
their property and raise the overall
costs of the conservation effort,"
says Poeschel.

"I've definitely not given up," says
Strangis. "This General Plan was

one first step in pursuing this idea.
We still have the objective of getting
a park trail up there and one way or
another, I think it will happen. If
Open Space Authority can't do it,
maybe everyone will revisit our pub-
lic-private proposal and maybe it
will be done in a way that's accept-
able this time."
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"In the Bay Area, the price of land will only increase over time due to scarcity and the impact of continued population growth,"
he says. "Acquisition of desirable open space for public ownership is rare, especially at no cost. The city and county must pro-
mote and seize these opportunities when they become available.”

A charity guide for holiday giving
It seems some "charities" are

better than others… much bet-
ter! Here's a surprising guide to

help you determine the best use of
your dollars during the holiday
season and beyond.

The American Red Cross
President and CEO Marsha J.

Evans' salary for the year was

$651,957 Plus expenses
March of Dimes
It's called the March of Dimes

because only one dime of every
donated dollar is given to the
needy.

The United Way
President Brian Gallagher

receives a $375,000 base salary…
along with numerous expense ben-
efits.

UNICEF
CEO Caryl M. Stern earns $1.2

million dollars per year …  plus all
expenses paid including a Rolls
Royce. Less than  5 cents of your
donated dollar goes to the cause.

Goodwill
CEO and owner Mark Curran

makdes a profit of $2.3 million a
year. Goodwill is a catchy name for
his business. You donate to his
business and then he sells the items
for profit. He pays nothing for his
products and pays his workers min-
imum wage.

Go "GREEN" and put your
money where it does the most
good! 

The Salvation Army
Commissioner Todd Bassett

receives $13,000 with housing per
year for managing this $2 billion
dollar  organization. 96% of donat-
ed dollars goes to the needy.

The American Legion

National Commander receives a
$0.00 salary. Your donations go to
help Veterans and their families
and youth.

The Veterans of Foreign Wars
National Commander receives a

$0.00 salary. Donations go to help
Veterans and their families and
youth.

The Disabled American
Veterans

National Commander receives
$0.00 salary. Donations go to help
Veterans and their families and
youth.

The Military Order of Purple
Hearts

National Commander receives a
$0.00 salary. Your donations go to
help Veterans and their families
and youth.

The Vietnam Veterans
Association

National Commander receives a
$0.00 salary. Donations go to help
Veterans and their families and
youth.

Make a Wish 
For children's last wishes. 100%

goes to funding trips or  pecial
wishes for dying children.

St. Jude Research Hospital
100% goes towards funding and

helping children with cancer  who
have no insurance and cannot
afford hospital care.
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Please visit WWW.AVGSL.ORG to register or to find
all the information regarding our league.  We are
accepting registration for ages for Under 6, Under
8, Under 10, Under 12 and Under 14.

EVERYONE is welcome to join our league and it does not mat-
ter what skill level because we have a spot for you.  AVGSL's
main goal is to insure that all players are in a fun, positive
environment while learning and expanding their softball skills.
AVGSL promotes a sense of belonging for everyone. We
emphasize teamwork and the sense of individual success that
contribute to team sports.  

If you have questions please email president@avgsl.org and
we will be happy to help.

Girls Softball 
Sign-ups for Almaden
Valley - AVGSL

AVGSL online 
registration is open!

Contact Aristea
at 408-268-0645

GREAT HOLIDAY GIFT
IDEA FOR THE COOK 
OR WANNA BE COOK 

IN YOUR LIFE

Books
just
$15
each

Growth
Continued from page 1

The Chamber also supports
some tax measures, like the
Measure B Transportation tax, as
it was important to their members
for their workforce. "The business
community felt that the way the
transportation tax was proposed
and written under Carl Guardino's
and VTA's leadership would be
beneficial for Silicon Valley," says
Gomez.

However, taxes like Measures E
and G are concerns to the
Chamber. "All of these things add
up," says Gomez. "These are all
obstacles and add to the cost of
business." Under Measure "E,"
companies with 35 or more
employees are required to offer
part-time workers more hours
before adding additional staff.
"That really complicates things for
business owners," says Gomez,
"from frivolous law suits to loss of
employer flexibility." Gomez sees
the Measure G Business Tax as
another burden for business, but an
easier pill to swallow than the orig-
inal initiative, which would have
been a 1,000 percent increase to
the business tax.

The Chamber is especially proud
of their foundation, Strive San
Jose, which partners with local
businesses to provides high school
students with professional develop-
ment, financial training and job
placement. "Our goal is to focus on
students who need opportunities,"
says Career Pathways Liaison,
Eddie Truong. "Two-thirds of our
students come from low-income
families." 

Strive San Jose launched their
six-week internship pilot program
in the summer of 2016. With lead-
ership from Mayor Sam Liccardo
and the work2future Foundation,
Strive San Jose was able to attain a
grant from the Bank of America
Foundation to subsidize 41 paid
internships. In polling companies
that hired the students, they found
that about 95 percent were
extremely satisfied with their high
school interns and 68 percent had
hired high school students for first
time. "We encourage businesses to
invest in their local communities so
we can build a pipeline of talent so
companies can grow," says
Truong.

Their goal for summer 2017 is to
match 200 students from San Jose
Unified School District, Eastside
Union High School District and
Campbell Union High School
District with paid internships. The
Chamber hopes that the program
makes an impact on the communi-
ty and transforms local education
to prepare the workers of tomor-
row. They are looking for addition-
al local businesses to invest in
Strive San Jose through offering
internships, financial sponsorship,
hosting career days, mentorships,
job shadowing, and training work-

shops.
As a Work Force Development

Coordinator with Kaiser
Permanente, Marilyn Rodgers ini-
tiated a job shadowing and sum-
mer internship program there
many years ago. "I can't tell you
how important it is to do this for
young people in our community,"
she says. "It's critically important
we include the trades and voca-
tional training and not just focus
on college education. I hope we
can get more small businesses
involved."

Looking at San Jose's economic
growth and development, Gomez
compared it to Seattle's
booming city. "Seattle has
58 cranes in the sky down-
town compared with two
in San Jose," he says.
"They don't have the issues
we have to deal with here
like the Affordable
Housing Impact Fee,
Transportation Impact Fee
and skyrocketing business
taxes. Seattle doesn't have
regulations and obstacles
businesses here have to
overcome like CEQA.
What we want to do is find
creative ways to allow
investment to come here and com-
pete with other cities to cash in on
economic growth."

Councilmember Johnny Khamis
concurs. "Dollars will go where
companies can get the biggest
return on their investment," he
says, "and if we make it harder for
people to invest in San Jose, they're

going to invest elsewhere. Santa
Clara can streamline permitting
much faster than we can and they
have less impact fees." San Jose's
developers will soon have to also
contend with the Project Labor
Agreement requiring develop-
ments to use organized labor. "Our
city has way too many fees (park
fees, traffic mitigation fees, etc.)
and we want them all upfront,"
says Khamis. "We have more fees
and taxation than any other sur-
rounding city." 

However, there are prospects on
the horizon: Brocade is coming,
Apple bought 80 acres near the air-

port, a new Kaiser Permanente
building is also being built by the
airport and Splunk is building a 5-
story structure at Santana Row.
"We're getting more businesses
every day," says Khamis, "but it
would go better if we didn't have
so many impediments on develop-
ment." 

"We're getting more
businesses every day,"
says Khamis, "but 
it would go better if 
we didn't have so
many impediments 
on development." 

SJ SV Chamber Career Pathways Liaison, Eddie Truong, hopes to find paid
internships for 200 high school students next summer. Photo by Lorraine Gabbert



SERVING ALMADEN VALLEY SINCE 1986 ONLINE: ALMADENTIMES.COMPAGE 18 ALMADEN TIMES DEC. 16 – DEC. 29, 2016

Times Community News

H O L I D A Y N O T E B O O K

Downtown Ice a holiday
tradition in San Jose

If you want the perfect Downtown San Jose
experience, make sure you don't miss out on
Downtown Ice, produced by the San Jose
Downtown Association.

San Jose Vice Mayor Rose Herrera spoke at
the opening ceremony for downtown Ice 2016
that included Figure Skating Champion Kristi
Yamaguchi joined by local U.S. Figure
Skating Hall of Fame Rudy
Galindo and Olympic ice
skater Polina Edmunds on
Nov. 23.

Located at the Circle of
the Palms across the street
from Cesar Chavez Park,
this ice rink is actually big-
ger than the one at the
Rockefeller Center in New
York City! 

You can skate under the stars
and 32 swaying and lit palms in an
unforgettable experience. Downtown Ice is
the place for friends, family, and holiday tradi-
tions.

It doesn't matter if you are an experienced
ice skater or a beginner, everyone is invited to
grab a pair of ice-skates and enjoy the beauti-
fully lit palm trees at Downtown Ice.

So grab your friends and family and join
other fellow ice-skaters for an experience
you'll never forget.

Besides skating, the community can sup-
port Downtown Ice in another important

way: make a donation to the Schools on
Skates program. The program allows fifth-
and sixth-grade students from area schools-
who may not otherwise have the opportunity
to go ice skating-take a field trip to skate.

Fantasy of Lights now
open through Dec. 30

The 18th annual Fantasy of Lights Drive-
thru is open now through Dec. 30 from 6

p.m. to 10 p.m. nightly. The holiday
show will be closed on Christmas

Day, Dec. 25.
Tickets can be purchased in

advance by visiting
parkhere.org. Walk-thru
admission tickets are $10 ages
13 years old and up, and $5
ages 4-12 years old. Drive-thru

admission prices are $20 per
vehicle (up to 12 people) and $50

for oversize vehicles (capacity 13+).
Whether you are on foot or in your

vehicle, visitors will be dazzled by thousands
of twinkling lights in large animated displays.
The sights and sounds of an erupting volcano
in the dangerously fun dinosaur den, Santa
shooting hoops, a pen of playful penguins,
blazing cannons, a tunnel of moving lights,
and a 90-foot twinkling tree will have you
"oohing and aahing" throughout your visit.
Enjoy a free pair of 3D glasses with the event
program, while supplies last.

Vasona Lake County Park is located at 333
Blossom Hill Rd, Los Gatos, CA 95037. For

directions, ticketing and more information
visit parkhere.org or call (408) 355-2201.
There is no parking at Vasona Lake County
Park, however, free parking and shuttle serv-
ice is recommended at Netflix, 121 Albright
Way, Los Gatos.

Fantasy of Lights is presented by Santa
Clara County Department of Parks and
Recreation, 298 Garden Hill Drive, Los
Gatos, CA 95032.

Polar Express train ride
now through Dec. 23 

Santa Cruz and Monterey Bay Railway has
begun its one-hour round-trip journeys to the
"North Pole" onboard The Polar Express
Train Ride.

Set to the sounds of the motion picture
soundtrack, passengers will relive the magic of
the story as they are whisked away on the
train ride.

Singing, dance chefs
Passengers will be treated to singing and

dancing chefs serve passengers cookies and
hot chocolate while they narrate the classic
children's book, The Polar Express.

Santa and his helpers greet passengers at the
North Pole and then board the train, where
each child is given the first gift of Christmas-a
silver sleigh bell.

Singing and dancing elves aboard each car
lead passengers in singing Christmas carols on
the ride back to Santa Cruz.

The exciting journey runs through Dec. 23
on select dates; with departure times at 1 p.m.,
3 p.m., 5:30 p.m. and 7:30 p.m. Families are
encouraged to wear their pajamas for the ride.

Santa Cruz Boardwalk rides
As an added bonus, a $10 MyBoardwalk

Card (good for individual rides, attractions
and games) will be provided for each paid
adult and child (age three and over) for each
Polar Express Train Ride reservation.

Editor's note: Dates, fares and excursion
times are available by visiting santacruzthepo-
larexpressride.com  or calling 877.726.7245.
Ticket prices range from $34 to $89 depending
on class of service and date of travel.

San Jose Dance Theatre
and Cambrian Symphony
collaborate on Nutcracker 

One of the Bay Area's leading classic ballet
institutions, San Jose Dance Theatre (SJDT)
is pleased to announce its continued partner-
ship with the Cambrian Symphony for the
fourth year.

The Cambrian Symphony will provide a
full symphony for the 2016 production of The
Nutcracker. Scott Krijnen, Cambrian
Symphony's conductor, and Linda
Hurkmans, SJDT's Artistic Director are join-
ing forces to bring live music and dance to
Tchaikovsky's holiday ballet.

The San Jose Dance Theatre has provided
generations of audiences with the magic of
The Nutcracker. This will be its 51st produc-
tion, making it the second longest-running
Nutcracker production in the Bay Area.

Audiences will be awestruck by the grace
and talent of the San Jose Dance Theatre's
world-class guest artists including Sasha de
Sola and Max Cauthorn of San Francisco
Ballet, Samantha Bell, Guest Artist with
Western Ballet and Rudy Candia formerly
from Silicon Valley Ballet. Also gracing the

stage, the dashing Snow King and mysterious
Arabrian Prince portrayed by professional
guest artists, Walter Guiterrez, formerly of
Silicon Valley Ballet and Nathan Cottam,
Director of Mannakin Theater & Dance.

"San Jose Dance Theatre is honored to con-
tinue our collaboration with Maestro Scott
Krijnen and the Cambrian Symphony to pro-
vide us a talented group of professional musi-
cians who bring a symphony orchestra that
makes our production of The Nutcracker one
of the best events this holiday season," said
Linda Hurkmans, San Jose Dance Theatre's
Artistic Director. "The energy that a live sym-
phony offers adds a rich dimension for the
dancers and the Cambrian Symphony is one
of the best orchestras in the area. Our ballet
company is comprised of both professional
dancers and students which helps further our
goal of educating younger students alongside
our more seasoned adults."

"We are thrilled to be collaborating once
again with San Jose Dance Theatre to provide
a live symphony for this wonderful ballet,"
said Scott Krijnen. "Our orchestra offers a
unique blend of adult and student musicians
and The Nutcracker showcases how impor-
tant live music is for staged productions. We
love working with the San Jose Dance Theatre
because they value the importance of a live
orchestra for the audience."

About San Jose Dance Theatre
SJDT's vision is to inspire dancers of all

ages in the exploration of the art of dance, to
foster growth through high level training and
mentoring experiences by professional
dancers and instructors, and to promote the
art of dance through creative public awareness
campaigns.

About Cambrian Symphony
Cambrian Symphony is dedicated to sup-

porting and mentoring young musicians by
engaging students in performance side by side
with professionals. Through this unique col-
laboration, Cambrian Symphony strives to
share the joy of creating music not only with
its audiences, but with the next generation of
musicians.

About Scott Krijnen
Music Director and Conductor, Cambrian

Symphony, Scott Krijnen was born in
Antwerp, Belgium. He was raised in an envi-
ronment of music, conducting and education.
A recipient of a Master's Degree in Cello
Performance from the San Francisco
Conservatory of Music, he is a frequent per-
former as a chamber musician, with recent
concerts across Europe, Taiwan and Korea,
and as an orchestral player, including as a
member of the Silicon Valley Symphony and
the San Francisco Chamber orchestra. As a
conductor, he is sought after throughout the
Bay Area, appearing as a recurring guest con-
ductor with the Palo Alto Chamber
Orchestra, and has recently been appointed as
Orchestra Director of the "Summer in the
City" festival at San Jose State University. As
an educator, Scott currently teaches over 500
students through nine orchestras at Castillero
Middle School and Redwood Middle Schools,
winning teacher of the year recognition in
2011.

The Nutcracker will be performed at the
San Jose Center for the Performing Arts  Dec.
9-11.

Nutcracker Performance Dates:
December 9, 7:30pm; December 10, 2pm;

December 10, 7:30pm; and December 11, 2
p.m. For tickets, visit: www.sjnutcracker.com.
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CAMPBELL UNITED METHODIST
CHURCH
1675 Winchester Boulevard (near
Hamilton), Campbell, 95008.
Church Office: 378-3472.
www.campbell-umc.org. E-mail us
at: campbell_umc@earthlink.net.
SUNDAY WORSHIP: 9:00 and
10:30 a.m. Handicapped, hearing-
impaired friendly facility. (Nursery
Care available). SUNDAY SCHOOL
for every age at 9:00 a.m. WHAT
YOU WILL FIND:  Youth/Young Adult
programs, Choirs for all ages,
Active Senior Fellowship, a dynamic
and diverse congregation of seek-
ers motivated to explore the ques-
tions of faith and life; opportunities
for fellowship, study, spiritual
growth and outreach. Campbell
UMC is a Reconciling Congregation
~ ALL ARE WELCOME! Campbell
UMC sponsors Bright Days pre-
school, offering a play-based,
developmentally appropriate cur-
riculum. Call 378-8422 for informa-
tion. 

CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF
ALMADEN VALLEY, UCC
6581 Camden Ave., San Jose, CA
95120
Pastor, Rev. Dr. Michele Rogers
Brigham
408 268-0243
www.AlmadenCongregational.org
We are a welcoming Church
engaged in progressive approach to
faith, worship and giving to our
local community. We are proud to
be UCC, Open and affirming (O&A)

and welcome members of the
LGBT community. We support local
Innvision Shelter Feedings once a
month, San Francisco Night
Ministry, Second Harvest Food
Bank, Church World Service, and
Communities Responding to End
Poverty.  
Worship 9:00AM, Sunday School
10:00 AM Sundays. 
1st Sundays in Worship: Holy
Communion
2nd Sunday in Worship: Folk Choir
3rd Sundays at Coffee Hour:
Round Table Disc.
4th Sundays in Worship:  Blessing
of Birthdays/Anniversaries/other
"joy" Occasions
Tuesday, AA Meetings, 8:15-9:15
PM.
Wednesdays, 9:30 AM., Women's
Study Group 

CHURCH OF CHRIST
5351 Carter Ave., San Jose 95118
408.265.5837
www.bibleroad.org
We strive to be a group of
Christians that love and honor God
and Jesus Christ in our daily lives.
We assemble each Sunday to
encourage each other through
singing, studying, praying and shar-
ing in the Lord’s supper. Simple—
just like what one reads about in
the New Testament.
Bible class at 9:30 AM
Worship at 10:30 AM
Located in south San Jose near
Kooser Rd. and Camden Ave.
(behind the Almaden Valley Athletic

Club). Come make new Christian
friends!

EAST VALLEY CHURCH
We are a Multicultural Christian
Community committed to making
Christ known to our Neighbors,
Community and World. 
Sunday Schedule: Coffee and
Conversation 9:15am Worship
9:45am, Sunday School for all ages
11:15am
Childcare is provided for all our
Sunday Services.  Our NEW
Children’s Building is Open!
Uplifting music, Biblical teaching,
ministries for Children, Youth,
College & Career, Small Groups for
all adults, Ministries to Men,
Women, Seniors, Celebrate
Recovery (Please see website for
details and meeting times
www.eastvalleychurch.com )
VBS:  June 13th  – 17th (5:45-
8:30pm) & Sports Camp:  July
18th  – 22nd (9am -12:30pm)   For
more details or to register please
visit our website
Senior Pastor – Pastor Ron
Johnson, Community-Life Pastor -
Pastor Patrick Boyd, Children’s
Ministry Co-Directors – Alyssa
Friend and Kristen Pearson
We are located at 2827 Flint Ave
(Between Tully & Norwood) San
Jose, CA 95148, Phone 408-238-
0231, e-mail info@eastvalley-
church.com
We are associated with Converge
Worldwide www.convergeworld-
wide.org

THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH IN
ALMADEN 
6581 Camden Ave. San Jose, CA
95120.  The Rev. Shelley Booth
Denney, Rector Phone:408-268-
0243 Web:www.eca-sj.org 
At the Episcopal Church in Almaden
(ECA), we are joyful followers of
Jesus Christ. Through worship,
study, fellowship and outreach, we
strive to nurture and grow a strong
faith community of believers, a
family of all ages, where each
member feels welcomed, loved,
valued and empowered to serve.
Children are especially welcomed
and cherished as an important part
of God's family. All junior high and
senior high students are welcome
to participate in our Youth Groups.
During the school year we have
joint Sunday School with our sister
church, the Congregational Church
of Almaden Valley, UCC. The
Episcopal Church in Almaden offers
the following regular opportunities
for worship: Sunday at 7:30AM and
10:45AM, Holy Communion serv-
ice. Each Sunday service is fol-
lowed by a coffee hour for friend-
ship and conversation.

EVERGREEN VALLEY CHURCH
Visit our Web Site at
wwww.evcsj.com
2750 Yerba Buena Rd. San Jose,
CA 95121. Phone: 408-274-7422.
Saturday worship is at 5 pm.
Sunday worship services at 9 am
and 11 am.. Excellent contempo-
rary Christian music and Bible-
based teaching. Nursery care and
Children’s Sunday School programs
at 9 am and 11 am. Junior High
students meet at 9am and High
School students meet at 11am.
Nuevo Comienzo: Servicio en
espanol, Domingo 4pm.

FIRST CHURCH DOWNTOWN
Worshipping at 55 N. 7th Street, in
downtown San Jose.  (Horace
Mann school) firstchurchdown-
town.com
Telephone: (408) 294-7254 x310.
We are a community serving the
Christ from the heart of the City,
working to know Jesus and make
Jesus known by serving, worship-
ping, and learning together.
Worship services are at 10:00 AM
at the Horace Mann Community
Center (7th and Santa Clara
Streets). Worship includes both
contemporary and traditional
music, a message that is relevant
to real life, based in the Bible, and
meaningful to people of all ages
and backgrounds.  We work in our
community to provide real assis-
tance and long-term, life-saving
solutions: food, housing, counsel-
ing, and spiritual direction.  Our
children's & families' ministries
include Sunday classes, outdoor
family activities such as bike rides
and fishing trips.  Come, Make a
Difference and feel the difference
God can make in your life!

HOLY SPIRIT CATHOLIC CHURCH
Faith.Knowledge.Community - this
is our promise to our members. If
you are looking for an active
Christian faith community, we invite
you to experience Holy Spirit Parish
Community. All are welcome! We
are located at 1200 Redmond
Avenue, San Jose, CA 95120.
Mass is celebrated at 8:30 a.m.

Monday - Friday. Our weekend
Mass schedule is Saturday 5 p.m.,
Sunday 8 a.m., 9:30 a.m., 11:30
a.m. and 6 p.m. Rite of
Reconciliation is every Saturday at
4 p.m. or by appointment. Our
Parish Office is open Monday -
Thursday 8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
and Friday 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Call 408-997-5100 for recorded
information or 408-997-5101 to
speak with someone in our parish
office. Information on Faith
Formation for children and adults
can be obtained by calling our
Catechetical Office at 408-997-
5115. Get in the loop with our
3sixty High School Youth Ministry
by calling 408-997-5106. Holy
Spirit School serves grades Pre-K
through 8th, and is located at 1198
Redmond Avenue. You can reach
the school office at 408-268-0794.

THE POINT CHURCH
www.ThePoint.Church
3695 Rose Terrasse Circle. San
Jose CA 95148
Located at the top of Aborn Rd and
Murillo Ave.
Come be inspired and build your
faith as we worship together this
Sunday @ 10:30 AM. KidsPoint is
our children's ministry, serving
infants through 5th grade. It is a fun
and safe experience for kids as they
grow in their walk with God. ONE is
our student ministry, serving 6th
through 12th grades. We help lead
students into a growing relationship
with Jesus through conversations,
fun and service. Because of the
diversity of Evergreen we offer
church services in 5 languages,
each with their own auditorium and
pastor.
10:30 AM English, Mandarin,
Cantonese and Cambodian.
Spanish at 1:00 PM. 

SAINT ANTHONY CATHOLIC
CHURCH
We invite you to become a part of
our hospitable, intimate Catholic
parish.  We are a caring communi-
ty, promoting spiritual growth,
reaching out to people in need and
where you get to know people by
name.  We offer children's religious
education (CREATE); Youth Ministry
(BLAST & X-STATIC); Scripture
Study (day & evening); Senior's
Group and many other adult min-
istries as well.  Saint Anthony
parish is located in Almaden Valley
at 20101 McKean Road, San Jose,
95120.  Our weekend Masses are
at 4 p.m. on Saturday at our his-
toric church at 21800 Bertram
Road in New Almaden, CA  95042
and on Sunday at 8:30 a.m., 10:30
a.m., and 5:30 p.m. at the McKean
Road location.   Our Parish Office is
open Monday 9 a.m. - 12 p.m. and
Tuesday thru Thursday, 9 a.m. - 12
p.m. and 1 - 4 p.m.  For more
information, stop by the Parish
Office or call 1+ (408) 997-4800,
or visit our website at www.church-
stanthony.com. Fr. Larry Hendel,
Pastor.

ST. BASIL THE GREAT GREEK
ORTHODOX CHURCH
6430 Bose Lane, San Jose, CA
95120
Church Office 408-268-3214    
Clergy:  Fr. Allan Boyd 
Experience our Lord Jesus Christ,
entering into His presence by wor-

shipping like the earliest Christians.
The Orthodox Christian Church is
evangelical, but not Protestant. It is
orthodox, but not Jewish. It is
catholic, but not Roman. It is NOT
non-denominational, it is pre-
denominational. It has believed,
taught, preserved, defended and
died for the Faith of the Apostles
since the Day of Pentecost 2000
years ago.  What happens when
you reunite created matter to its
Creator?  Come and see!
All are welcome to our warm, multi-
cultural Church community, where
services are done primarily in
English.  
Services are every Sunday:
8:30 a.m. Orthros/Matins (morning
prayers)
9:30 a.m. Divine Liturgy of St John
Chrysostom

ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI CATHOLIC
CHURCH
5111 San Felipe Rd., San Jose, CA
95135
408-223-1562. www.stfrancisofas-
sisi.com
www.stfrancisofassisipreschool.org
We invite you to join our communi-
ty of faith located in the Evergreen
area of San Jose. We are an inclu-
sive diverse community striving to
serve as Disciples of Jesus Christ
in the footsteps of St. Francis, offer-
ing prayerful and joyful liturgies;
evangelization, fellowship, and
service opportunities to the com-
munity. We offer spiritual opportuni-
ties for all ages, including children's
liturgy, dynamic E.C.H.O - Jr. High,
IGNITE - High School and North
Star -Young Adult Ministries, along
with small faith communities and
opportunities to help the poor and
marginalized of San Jose. Our
Preschool is the only Catholic
Preschool offering quality family
oriented service in the Evergreen
and Silver Creek areas. Our Chapel,
Gathering Hall, Parish Office,
Mission Center, Parish Gift Shop,
Memorial Garden and Preschool are
all located at 5111 San Felipe Rd. 
Please come join us to worship at
one of the following times and loca-
tions: 
St. Francis of Assisi Chapel
Saturday 5:00PM, Sunday 8:30
AM, 10:30 AM, 12:30 PM, 4:00 PM
(Mass in Vietnamese), 6:00 PM
Youth Mass
St. Francis of Assisi Gathering Hall 
Sunday 9:00 AM, Sunday11:00AM,
Igbo Mass - Second Sunday of the
month 12:30 PM
Mt. Hamilton Grange - 2840 Aborn
Road
Sunday 9:30 AM 
The Villages Gated Community
(Cribari Auditorium)
Sunday 8:15 AM
For more information, please call or
visit us at the Parish Mission Center
open M-F 9:00 AM -12:00 PM;
1:00 PM - 4:00 PM. Come join us
and share your presence with us so
that together we may grow and
share our gifts to help build God's
Kingdom!

Worship listing 
advertisements are
$495 annually. 
(408) 898-7534.
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Times Feature

Call to schedule 
your tour!

1081 Foxworthy Avenue, 
San Jose, CA 95118
(408) 265-7380
M-F 6:30 am - 6:30 pm
www.Kindercare.com

If you find yourself home for the holidays, a drive around Almaden Valley can do wonders for your Christmas spirit. Houses
on just about every block are adorned with the latest colorful LED technology, and dazzling spectacles abound. A quick trip
to Bloomsters can also provide some yuletide inspiration, as evidenced by these pictures of some of their holiday decor.
Photos by Lorraine Gabbert

Almaden makes the holidays merry and bright
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GET LISTED!
Call the Almaden Times today:

(408) 898-7534
brigitte@timesmediainc.com

DAVID & VICKI
HARRIS

2921 Villages Parkway,
San Jose

(408) 754-1572

DAN 
WALKER
Alain Pinel 
Realtors

(408) 892-4813
Dwalker@apr.com

GLORIA
ASHDOWN

(408) 398-1516
gloriaashdown@aol.com

PAT 
O’CONNOR

(408) 691-7322
poconnor@kw.com

KRAIG 
CONSTANTINO

kcreteam@gmail.com
www.KraigsListings.com

(408) 219-9122

Open Saturday
& Sunday 
1:00-4:00 p.m.
6184 Ostenberg
Drive
$1,200,000
4 bed 2.5 bath
2185+/- sqft
Therese Swan
408.656.8240

95120

Open Sat. 2-4pm
6732 Leyland Park
Drive
$1,799,000
5 bd, approx.
2882 square feet  
Gorgeous views of
golf course and
beyond!
The Yost Group
408-599-2130

95120
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SAME DAY CLEAN UP & GO TRASH HAULING
We Take Everything! 

We do all loading!  Residential/Commercial
Trash Removal, Hauling Front/Backyards, Garage,

Hoarder Cleanouts, Home/Rentals Clean-ups,
YARD SERVICE, Front/Backyard cleanups,

Tree/Shrub Removal, Shed/Deck Removal. Fire safety! 
MOVING ASSISTANCE IN/OUT
Senior/Military Discounts

7 DAYS, RAIN OR SHINE!

(408) 729-0630

MORENO HAULING

Hauling

Repairs and PaintingShoe Repair

Call now to place
your ad by phone:
(408) 898-7534
“Times Classifieds

work!”

EZ Dog
Grooming 

Boarding, Training
408 646-5350

Pets

Your #1 Independent
Local News Source!

The Almaden Times

The Unauthorized
Story of 

Walt Disney’s
Haunted Mansion

Secrets, stories 
and the incredible

history of the
world’s most

famous haunted
house.

Get your copy
today at 

doombuggies.com/
book

Clean UpJewelry/Watch Repair

10%
DISCOUNT:

Mention this
ad!

Serving Almaden Valley since 1995

(408) 254-1949
EVERGREEN SCHOOL DISTRICT

SCHOOL BUS DRIVER - TRANSPORTATION
HOURS: 5 hours per day
SALARY: Range 30 $18.30 - $23.43 per hour PERS

Range 30 $19.57 - $25.05 per hour NON PERS
WORK YEAR: 10 months  
EFFECTIVE: 2014-15 School Year
DESCRIPTION OF DUTIES: www.eesd.org
REQUIREMENTS: Valid Class B driver's license with passenger and air brake

endorsements; Valid Medical Card: Valid First Aid Certificate issued by an authorized agency.

ABA THERAPIST POSITIONS (2016-17 School Year)
Primarily involves working individually with preschool and elementary-age students with Autism in
an educational setting. Paid training is provided. Hourly pay to start is $16- $20 per hour. Education,
License, Certifications, Bonding, and/or Testing Requirements: High School diploma or equivalent,
Criminal Justice Fingerprint Clearance, Valid CDL, TB Test Clearance.  

If interested in these opportunities, please contact Diane Parento in the Human Resources at 408-
270-6805 or dparento@eesd.org. Applications available in Human Resources and on our website:
www.eesd.org 

Employment

Pop Culture




