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Monday
Ocean Pines Poker Club
Poker players wanted in Ocean Pines
area for Monday evenings. Call 410-
208-1928.

Sweet Adelines
The Delmarva Sweet Adeline Chorus
meets from 7 to 9 p.m. in the Ocean
Pines Community Center. Call 410-
641-6876.

Monday/Tuesday
Sanctioned Duplicate Bridge
Open bridge games Monday at 12
p.m., Tuesday at 10 a.m. at OP Com-
munity Center. Call Mary Stover 410-
726-1795.

Tuesday
Families Anonymous
From 7 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. at room 37 in
the the Community Church at Ocean
Pines on Rte. 589. For more informa-
tion call Carol at 410-208-4515.

Tuesday/Thursday
Poker Players wanted for Gental-
men's Poker in North Gate area
Ocean Pines.Game played every
Tuesday & Thursday evening 5:45
p.m. to 10:45 p.m.on Pinehurst
Rd.Ocean Pines. Call 410-208-0063
for more information.

Wednesday
Kiwanis Club Meeting
Weekly meetings at 8 a.m. on
Wednesdays in the Ocean Pines
Community Center. Doors open 7
a.m. October through April.

Elks Bingo
Ocean City Elks in Ocean City (behind
Fenwick Inn) open at 5:30 p.m. Early
birds at 6:30 and bingo at 7 p.m. Call
410-250-2645.

Delmarva Hand Dancing
Dancing at The Fenwick Inn in Ocean
City from 5:30 to 9 p.m. Contact 302-
934-7951 or info@delmarvahand-
dancing.com.

Rotary Club
Ocean City/Berlin Rotary Club meet-
ings are held at 5:45 p.m. at the Cap-
tains Table in Ocean City. Contact
Stan.Kahn@carouselhotel.com.

Square Dancing
The Pinesteppers have introduction to
square dancing at the OP Community
Center at 7 p.m. Call Bruce Barrett at
410-208-6777.

AL-Anon/OP-West OC-Berlin
Wednesday Night Bayside Begin-
nings Al-Anon family meetings are
held at the Ocean Pines Community
Center at 7:30 p.m.

Thursday
Story Time
Stories, music and crafts at 10:30 a.m.
for children ages 3-5 at Ocean Pines
library. Call 410-208-4014.

Beach Singles
Beach Singles 45 for Happy Hour at
Harpoon Hanna’s at 4 p.m. Call Ar-
lene at 302-436-9577, Kate at 410-
524-0649 or Dianne at 302-541-4642.

Legion Bingo
American Legion in Ocean City opens
doors at 5:30 p.m., games begin at 7.
For information call 410-289-3166.

Gamblers Anonymous
Group meets at 8 p.m. at the Atlantic
Club, 11827 Ocean Gateway, West
Ocean City. Call 888-424-3577 for
help.

Friday
Knights of Columbus Bingo
Bingo will be held behind St. Luke’s
Church, 100th St. in Ocean City.
Doors open at 5 p.m. and games
begin at 6:30 p.m. Refreshments
available. Call 410-524-7994.

Gamblers Anonymous
Group meets at 8 p.m. at the Atlantic
Club, 11827 Ocean Gateway, West
Ocean City. Call 888-424-3577 for
help.

Drums Alive instructor
training scheduled

Share the joy of music, the power of
drumming, and help others discover the
thrill of being able to express their inner cre-
ativity in a fun and non-judgmental atmos-
phere by becoming a certified Drums Alive
instructor. Master Trainer Carrie Shult will
host a Drums Alive Basic Certificate work-
shop at the Worcester County Recreation
Center on Wednesday, December 28 at 9
a.m.

Participants will learn the theory, sci-
ence, research, and application of this fun
and effective group exercise program. Ex-
plore sound andmovement therapy through
drumming and music. Learn the loco-motor
skills to drum your way to a distinctive and
unforgettable class design.

The goal of Drums Alive is to improve
lives, physically and psychologically, through
a unique sensory motor drumming in a
group fitness program. Drums Alive creates
a whole mind, whole body experience for all
who participate, regardless of their age, abil-
ities, or disabilities.

Drums Alive Basic Certificate workshop
is a one day (eight hour) training designed to
provide the instructor with a basic knowl-
edge and practical application of the Drums
Alive program. The fee for Drums Alive Basic
is $315 between Dec. 8-21, or a late price of
$350 from December 22-28. Participants
will receive a manual, DVD, and certificate
upon completion.

Register for this class at www.drums-
alive.com. For more information, contact
Worcester County Recreation and Parks Pro-
gram Manager Lea Cataggio at 410-632-
2144 x2509 or
lcataggio@co.worcester.md.us or Drums
Alive contact Karen Watanabe at 808-271-
4110 or karen@drums-alive.com.

EWGA to hold
annual tournament

The ExecutiveWomen’s Golf Association
(EWGA) Eastern Shore Chapter (ESC) of the
Delmarva area, will hold its 20th Annual Co-
Ed Miniature Golf Tournament on Friday,
January 13, at Old Pro Golf Indoor Safari Vil-

Beef and Beer scheduled
On Friday, January 27 from 5 p.m. to 9 p.m. Star Char-

ities will hold its Annual Beef & Beer at the Ocean Pines
Community Center. Tickets are $25 per person. This event
supports wounded veterans in Maryland. There will be
many items for auction as well as music for your listening
and dancing pleasure. For tickets and information please
contact Anna Foultz at 410-641-7667 or Larry Walton
at 443-831-1791..

Brought to you by Law Offices of Patricia Cleary

please see ttoouurrnneeyy  on page 6 
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Ocean Pines bridge repairs underway
Construction is now underway

on two bridges in Ocean Pines, one
is located on Clubhouse Drive, the
other on Ocean Parkway. Both
bridges were built about 50 years
ago and were in need of repairs.

Murtech Inc., a Salisbury-based
company, has completed under-
bridge-repairs and started side-
walk/railing replacement for the
Clubhouse Drive Bridge. Traffic is
restricted to a single lane along
Clubhouse Drive, heading to the
Golf Club. Construction workers
with Murtech Inc. will work on one
side of the bridge at a time. Under-
bridge-repairs for the Ocean Park-
way Bridge have now begun.

According to a report released
by facilities manager Jerry Aveta in
October, the Clubhouse Drive
Bridge had about one third of its

steel and concrete underneath the
bridge repaired. Deterioration was
not as bad as expected in some
cases. Contracted workers have
peeled the utilities back by excavat-
ing the area near the bridge to gain
access. A temporary steel structure
was put in place and the utilities
were temporarily moved, which en-
abled the contractor access to the
bridge railings for removal.

Anticipated completion of the
repair project for both bridges is
February 1, depending on the im-
pact of weather on the construction
schedule. The Ocean Pines Board of
Directors voted unanimously to
grant a contract to Murtech Inc. at
its April 28 meeting.

MMaayy  yyoouu  aanndd  yyoouurr  ffaammiillyy  cchheerriisshh  tthhee  
wwoonnddeerrffuull  mmeemmoorriieess  ooff  lloovvee,,  ccaarree  aanndd  hhooppee..
MMaayy  yyoouu  lliivvee  lliiffee  iinn  jjooyy  aanndd  ppeeaaccee..

MMeerrrryy  CChhrriissttmmaass  aanndd  HHaappppyy  HHoolliiddaayyss!!

Mary Beth Carozza
Maryland State Delegate 38 C

Pines Police 
investigate
rash of thefts 

With the holiday season here, the
opportunity for criminal activity in-
creases. Ocean Pines police are seeing

a large in-
crease in
thefts from
vehicles. Re-
cently, a total
of 15 cases
have been re-
ported to the
police de-
p a r tm e n t .
The thefts

have occurred in South Ocean Pines in
the King Richard, Camelot, Robin
Hood areas, as well as in North Ocean
Pines, in the Sandyhook, Birdsnest
areas. In each incident, the thefts were
from unlocked vehicles. It appears
that money and electronics were the
target.

Police remind Ocean Pines resi-
dents to be extra vigilant in locking
their vehicles. Be prepared to report
suspicious activity. Try to remain calm
and avoid taking any risks. Anyone
with information about these reported
thefts from vehicles is asked to contact
Detective Corporal Tish Ottey of the
Ocean Pines police department
at (410) 641-7747.

The police department is focusing
its resources to solve the cases.
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She gave birth to her
firstborn, a son. She
wrapped him in cloths and
placed him in a manger, be-
cause there was no guest
room available for them.
8 And there were
shepherds
living out
in the
fields
nearby,
keeping
watch
over
their
flocks at
night. 9 An
angel of the
Lord appeared
to them, and the glory of
the Lord shone around them,
and they were
terrified. 10 But the angel
said to them, “Do not be
afraid. I bring you good
news that will cause great
joy for all the peo-
ple. 11 Today in the town of
David a Savior has been
born to you; he is the Mes-
siah, the Lord. 12 This will
be a sign to you: You will
find a baby wrapped in
cloths and lying in a
manger.”

Luke 2, 7-12

Santa’s Workshop
North Pole

Dear Children,

Thank you for taking time to visit with me at the Ocean Pines Tree Light-
ing and Breakfast with Santa.  The elves and I loved talking with you this
year and hearing about what you’ve been doing over the past months.
According to the “naughty/nice list”, I know that most of you were doing
good things at home and at school.

It’s been another busy year here at the North Pole, making toys and
games and electronic gadgets.  The elves are working very hard to pre-
pare all of those things for you, if you’ve been good.  Rudolph and the
reindeer are practicing take offs and landings every day in preparation
for Christmas eve.  Mrs. Claus, unfortunately, is not feeling well this
year, so everything is even more hectic than usual.  She’s unable to help
me with the naughty and nice list and keeping everyone well fed in
preparation for our big night delivering presents all over the world, but
the elves are filling in nicely for her.

I’ve been checking over the list to see who’s been naughty and who’s
been nice, and, as usual,  most of the children on the Eastern Shore are
on the “nice” list again this year. Thank you for paying attention to what
I asked you to do last year at this time.  If, for some reason, you forgot
my message, I’ll remind you now.  There’s still time to get on the “nice”
list.

First, be respectful of everyone. No bullying. No fighting.  No bad lan-
guage.  No talking back.

Listen to your teachers, parents, grandparents, and all other adults who
help you each day.  Older folks have a lot of important things to teach
you.

Say “Thank you” to everyone in a military uniform; they’re fighting to
keep you and our country free.  Do the same for firefighters and police
officers and first responders who keep you safe at home, and remember
them all in your prayers.

Always be kind to animals and treat them with care and kindness.

Most importantly, remember the real meaning of Christmas.

I’ll be stopping by several of the area schools, so perhaps you’ll see me
once more before the “big day”.  Of course I’ll see you all (but you won’t
see me because you’ll be asleep) on Christmas Eve.  I’m sure you’ll be
very happy when you wake up Christmas morning and look under the
tree.
.
If you’d care to leave a snack for the reindeer on Christmas Eve, I’m sure
they’d appreciate it, and you all know how much I love cookies and a
glass of milk or a mug of hot chocolate.

Well, it’s time to get back to the workshop and get busy.  Please continue
to be good and be respectful and kind to everyone you meet.  Remember,
I’ll be watching.

Mrs. Claus and I wish you all a very merry Christmas and a happy and
healthful new year.

Love,
Santa
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The lights of Christmas shine most
brightly when reflected in the eyes of a
child, especially when that child is
yours.

The wonderment of the holiday il-
luminates the many dreams held dear
by children whose wishes are tied with
ribbons of hope that parents try to ful-
fill.

A child’s squeals of joy at the sight
of Santa Claus ring clear and innocent
through the air, reminding those of us

who are many years away from having
sat upon his lap, just what is so magi-
cal about this time of year.

Our children are now all grown
and no longer at home; our
grandchildren are more
than a thousand miles
away. Yet, with each gift
we wrap for one and for all,
our spirits lift and our joy
becomes more real think-
ing of their reactions when
the wrapping is torn away.

There were many years of late
nights and early mornings assembling
wagons and bikes; doll houses and a
Millennium Falcon. It seemed like an
eternity at the time to get done all that
needed to get done by dawn or before
dawn when the children would
emerge excitedly from their rooms,

rubbing from their
eyes the sleep that
was so hard fought.
But when that time
arrived it was a pa-
jama-clad jam-
boree.

Those were
mornings of great
mirth and loud cel-
ebration as each
present was
opened. At the time
I told myself that
these were happy
times and I re-
minded myself to
enjoy them for they
wouldn’t last for-
ever. And now I

look back, visualizing each of my chil-
dren on those mornings bouncing
around the living room, sometimes
stepping over one another to get to the
next gift. I can see them clear as day,
knee-high, pressing against me be-
seeching me to install a battery or
open a package, “Daddy, Daddy, will
you…” Oh, how I wish I could again.

Compared to years past, Christmas
morning will be silent this year. Yes,
there will be a lighted tree and a cou-
ple wrapped gifts beneath the boughs,
but most of the gifts will have been
mailed to addresses far from our liv-
ing room to be opened under other
trees.

The lights of Christmas shine most
brightly when reflected in the eyes of a
child. They also illuminate the many
rich memories held dear by this old,
sentimental Dad.

The lights of Christmas

It’s All About. . .
By Chip Bertino

chipbertino@delmarvacourier.com

Up to

Off

D.A. Kozma Jewelers
441100--221133--77550055        441100--552244--GGOOLLDD

Route 611 at Route 50 in the Food Lion Shopping Center
www.dakozmajewelers.com

With each donation get a 
free jewelry cleaning.

Cans collected through 
the holiday season

Donations go 
to local food bank.

Holiday Canned
Food Drive

In-stock
Merchandise

FFaannttaassttiicc  sseelleeccttiioonn  ooff  ffiinnee  jjeewweellrryy!!  
AAllll  pprriiccee  rraannggeess  aavvaaiillaabbllee!!    
SSttiillll  ttiimmee  ffoorr  ssppeecciiaall  oorrddeerrss!!

MD #2294

WWee  BBuuyy  GGoolldd  aanndd  CCooiinnss!!

Up to 

70%
Off
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lage & Family Arcade at 136th Street
and Coastal Highway in Ocean City.
Local PGA pros, EWGA members,
spouses and prospective members will
attend the event.

“This event has always been one of
our most popular winter events.  It is a
fun evening and an opportunity to get
together after the holiday season,” said
Judy Schoellkopf, who with her hus-
band Herb, have hosted this event for
the last 19 years.

This year’s tournament will be
chaired by EWGA member Valerie
D’Ambrogi and her husband Tom.
“We’re hoping for a record attendance
this year,“ said D’Ambrogi.  The for-
mat will be a four-person scramble
with prizes for 1st place team, low
score for both men and women, as well
as a 50/50.  The cost is $25/person
which includes:  Refreshments, beer,
wine and soda.

For more information, please con-
tact Valerie D’Ambrogi at vs-
dambrogi@aol.com, or
www.ewgaeasternshore.com.

EWGA/ESC was formed in 1996
with 35 members and has grown to
over 300 members.  The Eastern
Shore Chapter offers women the op-
portunity to learn the game of golf in a
woman-friendly environment with
golf clinics, organized golf events, golf
leagues with all levels of play, champi-
onship golf, business networking, fun
events, golf tournaments, mentoring,
discounts at several golf courses local
and nationwide and social gatherings
throughout the year. For more infor-
mation on the Eastern Shore Chapter
of EWGA, please visit our website:
www.ewgaeasternshore.com.

STEVEN W. RAKOW
A t t o r n e y  a t  L a w

General Practice / Civil Litigation / Criminal Defense
Contracts / Construction Law

441100--660000--33007755
www.STEVERAKOWLAW.COM

All Major Credit Cards Accepted
STEVE@STEVERAKOWLAW.COM

� President, Worcester County Bar Association
� Former Assistant State’s Attorney, Worcester County
� Retired Marine Officer  � 19 Years Legal Experience

WCAC grants  
announced

The Worcester County Arts Coun-
cil has awarded $15,250 in Commu-
nity Arts Development Grants
program to nine art projects and
events to be presented by local non-
profit arts organizations during the six
month granting cycle beginning Janu-
ary 1.

Funding will support a wide vari-
ety of creative and innovative projects
that are of outstanding artistic quality
and demonstrate community benefit
enhancing the lives of everyone living
and visiting the Worcester County.
This program is funded and supported
by the Maryland State Arts Council.

Grant projects are evaluated based
on overall quality of cultural excel-

lence, community outreach and public
impact, and financial/administrative
merit.

The following is a list of organiza-
tions and their projects that are being
awarded a Community Arts Develop-
ment Grant for the current granting
period: Art League of Ocean City (var-
ious art exhibits); Assateague Native
Peoples Tribe (Drums on Pocomoke
Pow-Wow); Brown Box Theatre Proj-
ect (2016/2017 season); Mid-Atlantic
Symphony Orchestra (various per-
formances); Pine Tones Chorus
(spring concert series); Pocomoke
High School Drama Club (“Aladdin”);
Snow Hill High School (spring musi-
cal); Town of Ocean City Special
Events (Children’s Art workshops);
and, The Ward Museum of Wildfowl
Art (carving competition and art festi-
val). 

The next deadline to apply for
Community Arts Development Grants
is April 15.

Revised Grant Application and
Guidelines will be available on our
website www.worcestercount-
yartscouncil.org in the middle of Jan-
uary.

OPEN Mon-Sat at 7:30 am
Breakfast  Lunch   Dinner
Sunday Brunch 8 am - 1 pm

410-208-2782

Monday
Chicken Parmesan over Pasta $9.95

Lobster Tail $14

Tuesday
Burger and French Fries  $6

Wednesday
Meatloaf with mashed potatoes

and a vegetable  $6.95
Add a soup or a salad  $9.95

Thursday
Steak Night!   $13.95

Friday
Fried Shrimp with French Fries

& cole slaw  $14.75
Saturday

Crabcake Platter with 2 sides and a
choice of a soup or salad  $15

$2.50 Bottles
While supplies last

Excluded from $1 off happy hour special
Leinenkugal Summer Sandy

Bud Lime     Sams Summer Ale 

Bar Only
Buy One Dinner Entree or Pasta Dish from
regular menu and get a second at 1/2 price.
(of equal or lesser value, excludes specials)

Monday - Saturday  8 p.m. to closing

$5 Lunch Specials thru December

In 1836 Alabama became the first
state in the US to declare Christmas
a legal holiday. 

Oklahoma became the
last state to declare
Christmas a legal holi-
day in 1907.

In June of 1870
Christmas be-
came a federal
holiday in the US.

Fishing awards - At the final meeting of the year the Ocean Pines Anglers
Club presented awards to the 2016 Fishing Tournament winners. Tournament Chair-
man Tim Mullin recognized nine anglers for the largest fish caught during the year in 12
species of fish. Top anglers shown left to right are; John McFalls (41 ½” Striped Bass
[tie], 11” Croaker and 15” Fresh Water Trout), Tom Nelson (29 ½” Black Drum), Frank
Watkins (41 ½” Striped Bass [tie] and 18 ½” Black Sea Bass), Pat Connelly (20 ½” Tau-
tog), Rich Patschorke (48” Tuna) and Jake Eichler (17 ½” Large Mouth Bass). Not
shown; Budd Heim (25 ½” Flounder and 17 ½” Red Drum), Finn McCabe (23 ¼” Weak-
fish), Kevin Welkner (36” Bluefish). 
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RN ADMINISTRATOR
Full time. BSN or MSN preferred.
Excellent nursing, customer
service, time management and
organizational skills. Previous
experience with and demonstrated
success in managing a team of
clinicians including supervision,
coaching and mentoring. Over-
sees budget and ensures depart-
ment meets compliance with all
regulatory requirements. Member
of Leadership Team, and sits on
various interdepartmental commit-
tees. Participates in RN
Management on call.

Candidates responding by
December 30th

will be considered.
Apply by visiting our website

www.coastalhospice.org

EOE
JC Accredited

The birth of Jesus is shared through the ages
Christmas traditions focus on sev-

eral different aspects of family and
spiritual life. While many stories are
shared around Christmastime, per-
haps none bears more significance
than the origin of the Christmas cele-
bration. Sharing the Christmas story is
an integral part of holiday gatherings,
reminding families that faith is fore-
most during this festive time of year.

The Conception of Jesus
Mary was a woman living in the

Galilee area of Nazareth. She was en-
gaged to a Jewish carpenter named
Joseph. An angel visited the Virgin
Mary and told her that she would con-
ceive a child, a son, by the power of the
Holy Spirit. When the son was born,
she would name him Jesus. Mary
questioned the angel, who reassured
her that anything was possible by God
and that Jesus would be God’s own
son.

Joseph was troubled when he
found out Mary was with child and
even considered breaking their en-
gagement, which was allowed under
Jewish law. But God soon sent another
angel, this time to Joseph, in a dream.
The angel reassured Joseph that his

marriage to Mary and the birth of this
child were His will. Joseph awoke
from his dream and took Mary as his
wife soon after, ready and willing to
raise the child despite the public hu-
miliation he may experience.

The Census
During this time the Romans had

control over many parts of the world,
including where Joseph and Mary
resided. Ruler Caesar Augustus de-
creed that every person living under
Roman rule had to return to his town
of origin to participate in a census so
everyone could be taxed accordingly.
Joseph, hailing from Bethlehem, had
to return to this town with his very
pregnant bride.

They traveled for many days and,
upon arriving in Bethlehem, found

that the inns were full and there
was no available lodging. Mary
and Joseph took shelter in a sta-
ble and prepared to welcome
their son.

Jesus’ Arrival
According to the Gospel of

Luke, Mary gave birth to her
firstborn, a son, while in the
stable. She wrapped him in
cloth and placed him in a
manger because there was no
guest room available for
them.

And there were shep-
herds living out in the fields
nearby, keeping watch over
their flocks at night. An angel of
the Lord appeared to them, and the
glory of the Lord shone around them,

and they were
terrified.

But the
angel said to
them, “Do not be
afraid. I bring
you good news
that will cause
great joy for all
the people. Today
in the town of
David a Savior has
been born to you;
he is the Messiah,
the Lord. This will
be a sign to you:
You will find a baby
wrapped in cloths

“On Christmas, we celebrate the
birth of Christ with prayer,
feasting, and great merriment.
But, most of all, we experience it
in our hearts. For, more than just
a day, Christmas is a state of
mind. It is found throughout the
year whenever faith overcomes
doubt, hope conquers despair, and
love triumphs over hate. It is
present when men of any creed
bring love and understanding to
the hearts of their fellow man. The
feeling is seen in the wondrous
faces of children and in the
hopeful eyes of the aged. It
overflows the hearts of
cheerful givers and the souls.”

Ronald Reagan
Christmas Message 1981

Merry Christmas and Happy Hanukah!
Happy New Year!

REPUBLICAN WOMEN OF
WORCESTER COUNTY

please see bbiirrtthh on page 8
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Wills Probate
Medicaid VA Benefits
mike@mbmatherslaw.com
www.mbmatherslaw.com

11107 Manklin Meadows Ln. Suite 1A Ocean Pines

410-208-3331

Call today
to make an
appointment

bbiirrtthh
from page 7

and lying in a manger.”
Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising

God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace to those on
whom his favor rests.”

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one an-
other, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has
told us about.”

So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the
manger. When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what had been
told them about this child, and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds
said to them. (Luke Chapter 2)

Many people visited the baby Jesus, including three wise men from the East who
traveled by following a guiding star to bestow gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh on
the baby king.

When Joseph and Mary had performed all the things necessary according to the
law of the Lord, they returned to Nazareth with Jesus, who was growing strong in
spirit and filled with wisdom and the grace of God.  

Boxing Day extends gift giving
Celebrated each year on Decem-

ber 26 in Great Britain and the Com-
monwealth nations, Boxing Day
may sound like a day to clear a

home of the boxes that
accumulate during
Christmas gifting cele-
brations. 

Some people may
think it is a time to
head to the gym
and work off some

of those extra holi-
day pounds by land-

ing a few hits on the punching bag. 
Despite its name, Boxing Day has

nothing to do with heavyweight
fighters or post-holiday cleanup. In
fact, the holiday’s origins can be
traced to Great Britain and the prac-
tice of bestowing gifts on the lower
classes, primarily house servants
and the working class. 

Centuries ago, among family
members and friends of equal sta-
tion, Christmas gifts were ex-
changed on or before Christmas
Day. Presents for the working class
were bestowed the day after. A gift
from one’s employer was called a
“Christmas box.” The Oxford Uni-
versity Press defines a Christmas
box as a present or gratuity given at
Christmas. In Great Britain, it was
usually confined to gratuities given
to those who were employees or paid
by the grantor of the gift or a cus-
tomer.

Although the holiday was once
based around gifting, today it is pri-
marily known as a shopping holiday,
much like Black Friday in the United
States. Banks and non-retail busi-
nesses are closed on Boxing Day, but
shoppers flock to stores to use gift
cards or other funds to purchase or
return gifts. Sales are prevalent, and

the day presents yet another oppor-
tunity for retailers to maximize
year-end profits. 

In the world of sports, Boxing
Day is an opportunity for fans to see
their favorite teams play. In the
United Kingdom, football and rugby
leagues host a full schedule of
matches on Boxing Day. In Aus-
tralia, cricket matches are held. Box-
ing Day also marks the start of the
Sydney to Hobart Yacht Race. Box-
ing Day also may be an opportunity
for wild game hunts across the UK.

Boxing Day is a day for residents
of Australia, Britain, New Zealand,
and Canada to celebrate and take
advantage of great deals offered by
retailers.

Celebrating 
Midnight Mass 

Many families have their own
unique holiday traditions, but one
tradition that unites millions of
Christians all over the world is the
celebration of Midnight Mass. In
many parishes, Midnight Mass is
the first celebration of Christmas
Mass. The origins of Midnight Mass
are not exactly known. However,
certain monks and nuns attended
liturgical services at midnight every
day in ancient times, and the Christ-
mas Midnight Mass very well may
have been adopted from these prac-
tices. Regardless of the basis behind
the celebration, it can be a breath-
taking and emotional service thanks
to the memorable passages read and
the inclusion of church choirs. Many
Midnight Mass celebrants feel the
Mass serves as an impressive re-
minder as to the true meaning of
Christmas.    

Season’s gathering - The ladies of Books by the Bay enjoyed their holiday
luncheon and book exchange at the “Inn of the Ocean” at 10th Street and the boardwalk
in Ocean City on December 8.

Matias speaks to OCPS - State Senator Jim Mathias was the guest
speaker during the November meeting of the Ocean City Power Squadron.  He discussed
a new boating regulation he was working on that would prohibit bow riding on vessels.
If enacted it is expected to be in place by summer 2017.  The Power Squadron is an or-
ganization dedicated to boating safety through education and provides boating courses
to the public. 

Above are Linda Hess, Raymond Calandra, Senator Jim Mathias, William
Killinger, Antonino Curro and John Hess.
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Beary Christmas - Members of the Ocean Pines Hammerheads swim team
joined Coach Brooks Ensor in delivering Build-A-Bear plush teddy bears to the Atlantic
General Emergency Department recently to be given to children that might be spending
their holiday there.

Ocean Pines swim team members, and Shannen Hilton, Nurse Technician and Beth
Ann Wells, RN gather around over 30 individually boxed Build-A-Bear’s donated to the
hospital ER.

Register now for spring
classes at Wor-Wic

Wor-Wic Community College is
currently accepting registrations for
credit classes that are being offered
during the spring term, which begins
on Friday, January 13. Early registra-
tion is encouraged for the best selec-
tion of classes. The payment deadline
is Thursday, January 5.

Admission, registration and finan-
cial aid services are available Monday
through Thursday from 8 a.m. to 6
p.m., and Fridays from 8 a.m. to 4:30
p.m.

Wor-Wic offers traditional classes
on campus, as well as a variety of on-
line, hybrid and virtual classes, and a
variety of session lengths.

In addition to the regular 14-week
spring term that begins January 13,
Wor-Wic offers one seven-week ses-
sion and a 10-week session that also
begin January 13, as well as a three-
week session that begins January
17 and a second seven-week session
beginning March 3.

For more information or a credit

class schedule,
visit www.worwic.edu<http://www.w
orwic.edu> or call 410-334-2895.

800-427-0015

Over 3,500 New Natural Gas
Customers and Growing!If you received all the gifts from the

song “The Twelve Days of Christmas”
you would have 364 presents.

Do you know why we say the
Twelve Days of Christmas?
It is believed that it took
the 3 kings 12 days to find
baby Jesus.
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Answers for Dec. 14

Captain Ron’s

By Ron Fisher
Fish Tales

Having been boating for most of
my life and like you I have seen many
boaters who don’t practice safety or
good boating manners on the water.
We have all seen many boats aground
speeding in no wake zones, having
boats pull a stern asking what the

markers mean or how to get back to
where they started from.

According to the United States
Coast Guard in 2015 there were 4,158
boating accidents that resulted in 626
deaths, 2,613 injuries and approxi-
mately $42 million dollars of damage
to property as a result of recreational
boating accidents.

Where cause of death was known,
76% of fatal boating accident victims
drowned and of those drowning vic-
tims 85% were not wearing a life
jacket.

Seventy-one of deaths occurred on
boats where the operator did not re-
ceive boating safety instruction.

There were 158 accidents in which
at least one person was struck by a
propeller. Collectively, these accidents
resulted in 27 deaths and 150 injuries.

Alcohol use was listed as the lead-
ing factor in 17% of the deaths.

Twenty-two children under age 13
lost their lives while boating in 2015.
Twelve or 55% died from drowning.
Only two children (17%) were wearing
a life jacket.

Eight out of every 10 boaters who
drowned were using vessels less than
21 feet in length.

As you are quite aware we had a
number of boating accidents here in
the local bays with at least two involv-

ing propellers.
According to theMaryland Depart-

ment of Natural Resources a typical
three-blade propeller running at 3,200
rpm can inflict up to 160 impacts in
one second and a typical recreational
prop can travel from head to toe on an

average person in less than one
tenth of a second.

We owe a great deal of
credit to the Coast Guard and
Department of Natural Re-
sources Police for the great job
they do policing our waterways
and if you spend any time on
the water during the summer
months you should be aware
that they are always busy.

What can you do to prevent
propeller injuries?

Never permit passengers to
ride on the bow, gunwale, tran-

som, seat backs, or other locations
where they might fall overboard.

Consider taking a safe boating
course offered by the Coast Guard
Auxiliary or the Power Squadron. Only
15% of boating deaths occurred on ves-
sels where the operator had received a
nationally-approved boating safety ed-
ucation certificate. I took this course
myself and it is well worth the time.
Most of these courses are advertised
locally.

State approved Basic Boating
Course offered by the Coast Guard
Auxiliary

Date: March 7 and 9, 2017
Duration: 3 hrs. Each session
Location: Ocean Pines library
Contact: Barry Cohen @ 410-935-

4807 or cgauxoc@gmail.com

I would like to share with you some
of the pros and cons of entering the
world of recreational boating so that
your purchase is a good experience. I
will only be addressing a boat pur-
chase to be used in our Coastal Bays
and not offshore.

Boating can be great fun for you
and your family particularly living
here on the Eastern Shore. However, I
will caution you that it can also be ex-
pensive and a times quite frustrating.

please see ccaapptt..  rroonn on page 11
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**  ttiiddee  iiss  ffoorr  OOcceeaann  CCiittyy  FFiisshhiinngg  PPiieerr..  AAdddd  ttwwoo  hhoouurrss  ffoorr  IIssllee  ooff  WWiigghhtt  ttiiddee
TTTTiiiiddddeeee     aaaannnndddd    SSSSuuuunnnn    CCCChhhhaaaarrrrtttt

Wed.,December 28

Thur.,December 22

Fri., December 23

Sat., December 24

Sun.,December 25

Mon.,December 26

Tues.,December 27

DDAATTEE HHIIGGHH  TTIIDDEE
2:00 a.m.
2:14 p.m.
2:58 a.m
3:08 p.m.

3:48 a.m.
3:58 p.m.
4:34 a.m.
4:44 p.m.

11:43 a.m.
11:34 p.m.
12:24 p.m.

12:15 a.m.
1:03 p.m.

8:14 a.m. 
8:35 p.m. 

10:09 a.m.
10:08 p.m.

10:59 a.m. 
10:52 p.m.

5:16 a.m.
5:27 p.m.
5:58 a.m.
6:10 p.m.
6:39 a.m.
6:52 p.m.

7:14 a.m. 4:44 p.m.

7:15 a.m. 4:45  p.m.

7:15 a.m. 4:45 p.m.

7:16 a.m. 4:46 p.m.

7:16 a.m. 4:47 p.m.

7:16 a.m. 4:47 p.m.

7:17 a.m. 4:48 p.m.

LLOOWW  TTIIDDEE SSUUNNRRIISSEE SSUUNNSSEETT

9:13 a.m.        
9:22 p.m.

ccaapptt..  rroonn
from page 10

First you will need to consider a few very important questions. Buying a
boat without considering these could result in many unpleasant surprises.
They are as follows:

Will you be using the boat for pleasure boating, fishing or both?
Will you be taking children on the boat?
Are you interested in speed or simply a boat that will get you around at a

comfortable pace?
How big a boat are you interested in?
Are you interested in a new or used boat?
Will you have a slip in a marina or your own docking facility during the

boating season?
Will you trailer the boat or will you have it stored and launched by some-

one else?
Where will you store the boat in winter?
Do you have a vehicle equipped and is it capable of towing the size boat

you are interested in purchasing.
Next month buying a boat Part II
I hope you each have a very Happy Holiday Season and remember to take

a kid fishing!

Tis the season - On Friday, December 2, Worcester Prep Upper School Music
Director Christopher Buzby and his Select Choral Ensemble treated residents of three
local retirement homes in Berlin, Snow Hill and Salisbury, to singing performances. To
cap off the day, the ensemble even pulled off a flash mob in The Centre At Salisbury dur-
ing their lunch at the food court.  

Above ninth grader Quinn McColgan, sings holiday carols as part of a WPS one-day
road show to entertain residents of local Assisted Living Communities. 

Tradition a major component 
of Chanukah celebrations

Tradition is a major component of
the Jewish faith, so it is no surprise
that tradition plays such a central role
during the celebration of Chanukah.

Although some are quick to note
Chanukah is not one of
the major Jewish holi-
days, Chanukah is cel-
ebrated in a very public
fashion. Chanukah cel-
ebrants make the holi-
day more high profile
by displaying their
menorahs in promi-
nent locations and par-
ticipating in holiday
meals. 

Like other Jewish holidays,
Chanukah is shrouded in tradition.
Chanukah means “dedication” or “in-
duction” in Hebrew. The holiday be-
gins on the 25th of Kislev and can
occur in either November or Decem-
ber. Also known as the Festival of
Lights, Chanukah includes menorah
displays, traditional foods and games
and songs. 

Chanukah rose to prominence
thanks in part to the story of faith and
miracle behind its inception. Anti-
ochus IV was a Greek sovereign in con-
trol of the region of Syria, Egypt and
Palestine, where many Jews resided.
Antiochus began to oppress the Jews,
prohibiting the practice of the Jewish
religion and desecrating the Jewish
Temple. Opposition to Antiochus
grew, and a group led by Mattathias
the Hasmonean and his son, Judah
Maccabee, took on the Syrian army.
They were successful in their efforts to
combat religious oppression, and the
Temple was subsequently rededicated.
The Talmud states that, at the time of

the rededication, there was very little
oil left that had not been defiled by the
Greeks. This posed a problem because
oil was needed to burn the Temple
menorah throughout the night every

night. However, there
was only enough left for
one night’s illumination.
Miraculously, that oil
burned for eight nights,
leading to the develop-
ment of an eight-day fes-
tival to commemorate
this miracle. 

Because Chanukah is
about the miracle of the
oil and the lasting flame,

oil and candles factor heavily in the
holiday. A nine-armed menorah called
the hanukiah is lit, and one candle is
lit on each of the eight nights of the
celebration. The last branch of the can-
delabra holds the shamash (servant)
candle. The organization Reform Ju-
daism says the traditional song
“Manoz Tzur (Rock of Ages)” is sung
after the lighting of the candles each
night and at other times throughout
the holiday. Foods fried in oil, includ-
ing latkes and jelly doughnuts, are
consumed as well. 

Celebrants play games with a drei-
del, a German-based spinning top, and
giving to charity is encouraged.

Chanukah is one of the few times of
the year when rabbis permit games of
chance. The letters atop the dreidel
stand for the first letter of each word
in the Hebrew statement “Neis gadol
hayah sham,”which translates to “A
great miracle happened there,” and
refers to the defeat of the Syrian army
and the rededication of the Temple.

Writers at work - Students
from Cindy Leitgeb’s second grade
class at Ocean City Elementary are
working hard at informational writing
during Writer’s Workshop. The books
the students are creating are meant to
teach others about a topic for which
they have become an expert. Pictured
from left to right are Quincy Miller,
Katie Betz and Milagros Mil-Castro.



Decorations adorning homes and businesses in
the familiar colors of red and green are popular
come the holiday
season. Even gift
wrap, greeting
cards and clothing
tend to lean toward
red and green as the
holiday season hits
full swing. It is diffi-
cult to think of
Christmas without
envisioning every-
thing awash in
these popular col-
ors, broken up only
by the inclusion of
gold, white or silver
accents.

The colors of
Christmas are often
taken for granted, andmany celebrants are unaware

of how these colors became symbols of the holiday
season and why they remain so to this day.

Several theories exist as to why red and green be-
came the hallmarks of Christmas. One such theory is
that the colors evolved from pagan celebrations sim-
ilar to the evolution of Christmas traditions. Prior to
the arrival of Christianity, many cultures viewed the
color green as the symbol of life. It is believed that,
during harsh winters, evergreen trees were cut down
and brought indoors to symbolize that life still ex-
ists and thrives despite the cold and darkness of win-
ter. Other pagan holidays featured the use of green,
red and gold, including the festival of Yule.

As Christianity spread across Europe and even-
tually other parts of the world, red and green were
linked to Jesus Christ. Green still represented life,
but now this was the eternal life offered by Christ.
Red was said to symbolize sacrifice, namely the
blood of Jesus when he died on the cross. Some
Christians believe that Jesus wore a crown of holly
thorns whose berries were originally white. As Jesus’
blood touched the berries, they turned red.

Some theorize that the red of the holiday season
represents the apples on the tree of paradise in the
Garden of Eden. Around the 14th century, the faith-
ful would put on Paradise Plays on December 24 to
share the story of creation with those who could not
read. It is nearly impossible to find a fruit-bearing
apple tree in the winter, so a pine tree adorned with
red apples was used instead. Bishops also wore red
robes, further tying the color red to religious masses
and celebrations.

Gold is frequently used in holiday decorations as
well. Gold can represent the sun and light, both im-
portant ways to ward off the dark winter. In addi-
tion, gold was one of the gifts brought to baby Jesus,
making it a color of significance within the Christian
faith.

Red and green poinsettias also are a symbol of
the holiday season, but they did not start the color-
ful tradition. Poinsettias are a relatively recent ad-
dition to Christmas symbolism, as they were only
first introduced to America in 1828, when they were
brought back from Mexico by Joel Poinsett.

The holiday season is filled with many different
colors that brighten up homes and businesses. Com-
bined with the many twinkling lights used on dis-
plays, red and green decorations can add vitality to
the dark days of December.
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Display Ads: $15 per column inch Deadline: 3 p.m. Friday Prepayment required. Cash or check accepted
410-641-6695 Fax 410-641-6688 P.O. Box 1326 Ocean Pines, MD 21811

CLASSIFIEDS
ANNOUNCEMENTS

Advertise to 500,000 Homes
with a business card size ad.
You choose the area of cover-
age in free community pa-
persIwe do the rest. Call
800-450-7227 or visit
macnetonline.com

BUSINESS
TO BUSINESS

Safe Step Walk-In Tub Alert
for Seniors. Bathroom falls
can be fatal. Approved by
Arthritis Foundation. Thera-
peutic Jets. Less Than 4 Inch
Step-In. Wide Door. Anti-Slip
Floors. American Made. In-
stallation Included. Call 1-
800-906-3115
for $750 Off

Acorn Stairlifts. The AFFORD-
ABLE solution to your stairs!
**Limited time -$250 Off Your
Stairlift Purchase!** BuyDirect &
SAVE. Please call 1-800-410-
7127 for FREE DVD and
brochure.

Place an ad in
The Courier and let others know what you’ll be

selling!

410-641-6695

Got Knee Pain? Back Pain?
Shoulder Pain? Get a pain-re-
lieving brace -little or NO cost to
you. Medicare Patients Call
Health Hotline Now! 1- 800-419-
3684

EVENTS

SOCIAL SECURITY DISABIL-
ITYBENEFITS.Unable towork?
Denied benefits? WeCanHelp!
WIN or PayNothing! Contact Bill
Gordon & Associates at 1-800-
208-6915 to start your applica-
tion today!

SPECTRUM TRIPLE PLAY TV,
Internet & Voice for $29.99 ea.
60 MB per second speed. No
contract or commitment.Webuy
your existing contract up to
$500! 1-800-806-5909.

A PLACE FOR MOM. The na-
tion's largest senior living re-
ferral service. Contact our
trusted, local experts today!
Our service is FREE/no obli-
gation. CALL 1-800-880-1686

Holding a Carnival! Fair! Festi-
val! Jubilee! Promote it to over
1 Million readers for only
$200!!! Visit www.midat-
lanticevents.net for more de-
tails or call 800-450-7227.

Metal Roofing & Siding for
houses, barn, sheds. Close
outs, returns, seconds, over-
run, etc. at Discount Prices.
Huge inventory in stock.
slateroadsupply.com 717-445-
5222

Lung Cancer? And 60
Years Old? If So, You and
Your Family May Be Enti-
tled To A Significant Cash
Award. Call 800-897-7205
To Learn More. No Risk.
No Money Out of Pocket.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Stop OVERPAYING for your
prescriptions! SAVE! Call our
licensed Canadian and Inter-
national pharmacy, compare
prices and get $25.00 OFF

your first prescription! CALL 1-
800-254-4073

Promo Code CDC201625

LOTS & ACREAGE
ABANDONED FARM! 26

acres - $49,900
Gorgeous acreage with views,

nice pond,
in a Perfect country setting!
Quiet town road with utilities!
EZ terms! 888-738-6994

Lots & Acreage

BUSINESS
OPPORTUNITY

Drive with Uber. No experi-
ence is required, but you'll
need a Smartphone. It's fun
and easy. For more informa-
tion, call: 1-800-354-4313

FOR SALE

WANTED TO BUY

LOTS & ACREAGE
LENDER ORDERED SALE!
39 acres - assessed value -

$95,700
Available now for $89,900!
Catskill Mountain views,
woods, fields, apple trees,
great hunting! 3 hrs NY City!

Owner terms!
888-431-7214

Cash for DIABETIC TEST
STRIPS! Free Shipping, Best
Prices & 24hr Payments! Call
1-877-588-8500, www.Test-

StripSearch.com.
Habla Espanol.

The colors of Christmas have a rich history

Clean up pesky
pine needles

Despite how well you may tend to Christmas
trees and wreaths, you can expect some pine needles
to find their way onto your floors during the holiday
season. Such needles can become imbedded in car-
peting or stuck in socks and furniture, proving to be
quite a nuisance. Attempting to vacuum them all up
can be frustrating, as some vacuums simply do not

have the suction power to
handle all of those

heavy needles. Plus,
they can become
lodged in the inner
cavities of the vac-
uum and clog it. To
lessen the mess,

wrap a tree bag
around the base of the

Christmas tree when you are
setting it up and hide it under the tree skirt. This bag
will catchmany of the needles that fall off during the
season. Each day, sweep any needles that make it to
the floor so they are not tracked around the house
throughout the month of December. Think about
making a homemade sticky needle catcher. Wrap
duct tape around your hands or a broom with the
sticky side facing out, then pat areas of the floor
where needles have accumulated, and the needles
will likely stick to the tape. If you want the evergreen
aroma to last a little longer in your home, place col-
lected pine needles in a cloth satchel and make a
potpourri bag for an inexpensive air freshener.
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The magic of Santa illuminates the season
He had a broad face and a little
round belly that shook when he

laughed like a bowl full of jelly. He
was chubby and plump, a right

jolly old elf. And I laughed when I
saw him in spite of myself.

- “A Visit From St. Nicholas”

Christmas just would not be the
same without Santa Claus. Santa will
forever be ingrained in the holiday

season, serving as an endearing sym-
bol of the season regardless of your
religious affiliation.

Parents typically go to great
lengths to ensure their children
enjoy the holiday season. By keeping
the magic of Santa alive, parents can
add a special touch to the holiday

season for their youngsters. Children
may become more skeptical of Santa
around the time they turn 10, but
there are plenty of ways to encourage
this spirit to live on year after year.

Read an uplifting story. The hol-
idays are ripe with stories that tug at
the heartstrings. Parents can take
their children to the library and rent
a Christmas tale or take home a book
of holiday stories, reading a different

one before bed each night. En-
courage children to write their
own positive stories of what the
holidays mean to them and read
them aloud to family and friends.
The book “101 Ways to Keep the
Spirit of Santa Alive: For “Kids”
From 1 to 92” by John Hagerman
is a great way to get everyone in
the house enthusiastic about
Santa.

Keep the magic flowing. Chil-
dren who believe in Santa for an
extra year or two often come
from families that keep the magic
of Santa alive. In addition to the
standard traditions of leaving
cookies and milk out for the jolly
old man, come up with new ways
to evoke the essence of Santa.
Spray peppermint air freshener
around the tree and other places
Santa is sure to visit. Use a large

boot to make a footprint in a plush
rug. Find a way to trigger noise on
the roof to give kids the impression
that Mr. Claus himself has arrived.
Extra measures to keep Santa alive
can help everyone enjoy the holiday

that much more.
Take advantage of opportunities

to spend time with Santa. Parents
and children alike have many oppor-
tunities to spend time with Santa
during the holiday season, including
photo opportunities at the mall and
personalized videos sent directly to
youngsters’ email accounts. Elf dolls
and breakfast with Santa at a nearby
restaurant are other opportunities to
spread the magic. Make the most of
these opportunities over the course
of the holiday season.

Spread some Christmas cheer.

Santa’s job is to bring presents to the
world’s children. Channel the notion
that giving is better than receiving
and spend time giving back to others
as a family. Schedule a day when you
can distribute gifts at a senior center
or arrange to bring gifts to a foster
child. Bake cookies and deliver cello-
phane-wrapped dishes to all of your
neighbors. These activities put the
emphasis on giving.

Keeping the tradition of Santa
Claus alive can help adults and chil-
dren alike enjoy a more festive holi-
day season.

EOE
JC Accredited

Now hiring for compassionate Chaplains to serve as Spiritual and Bereavement
Counselors. Provide support and counseling to hospice patients and their fam-
ilies. Must possess M.Div. and CPE, Master’s of Pastoral Counseling or MTh,
as well as current ecclesiastic endorsement. Ask about our sign on bonus for our
full time position!

Medical Social Workers full or part time. Master’s Degree required. Provide so-
cial work services or bereavement counseling to our patients and families
throughout the lower eastern shore.

Coastal Hospice offers medical benefits to full and part time staff who work a
minimum of 20 hours weekly, competitive pay, time off and employer matched re-
tirement plan!

For more information and to submit your resume, visit our website
www.coastalhospice.org

AAss  yyoouu  cceelleebbrraattee  tthhee  mmiirraaccllee  ooff  tthhiiss  ssppeecciiaall  
sseeaassoonn,,  mmaayy  yyoouurr  hheeaarrtt  bbee  ffiilllleedd  wwiitthh  jjooyy

aanndd  ppeeaaccee..  MMaayy  tthheessee  hhoolliiddaayy  
bblleessssiinnggss  lliinnggeerr  iinn  yyoouurr  hhoommee  aanndd  ssttaayy  wwiitthh

yyoouu  tthhrroouugghhoouutt  tthhee  yyeeaarr..

MITCHELL &HASTINGS
Financial Services

MITCHELL &HASTINGS
Financial Services

Securities and advisory services offered through National Planning Corporation (NPC), Member FINRA/SIPC, a Registered Investment Advisor.
M and H, Phyllis R. Mitchell Financial Services, Inc. and NPC are separate and unrelated companies.

Santa Claus is
also known as
St. Nicholas,
Father Christ-
mas, Grandfa-
ther Frost and
Kris Kringle. 

There are three
towns in the Us
that are named
Santa Claus.
One in Georgia,
one in Arizona
and one in In-
diana.
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To place your business card call
410-641-6695

P OW E R W A S H I N G

E L E C T R I C I A N

D E N T I S T R Y

P H A R M A C Y

T I T L E S E R V I C E S

H O M E I M P R O V E M E N T

R EN TA L S

WR I T I N G S E R V I C E S

Gerard Ott, D.M.D., PA

1 Pitts Street
Berlin, Maryland 21811

(410) 641-3490

A T T O R N E Y S

Waterfront Electrical Service � Hot Tubs & Spas
Residential � Commercial � Interior & Exterior Lighting

Service Upgrades � Phone/Data/TV Lines � Ceiling Fans

J.T. Novak, LLC
Electrical Contracting

Prompt Service at Reasonable Rates
P.O. Box 1464
Berlin, MD 21811

Phone: 410-208-3052
Mobile: 443-235-5544

Master Electrician MD �VA � DE �PA

Place your business card
410-641-6695

STEVEN W. RAKOW
A t t o r n e y a t L a w

441100--660000--33007755
www.STEVERAKOWLAW.COM

STEVE@STEVERAKOWLAW.COM

DDDD IIII RRRR EEEE CCCC TTTTOOOO RRRR YYYYService

mike@mbmatherslaw.com    
www.mbmatherslaw.com

410-208-3331

Free Local
Prescription 
Delivery

314 Franklin Ave.
Berlin

410-641-3130

Decks  Siding  Walkways
Boats  Roofs

Decks stained & sealed “We Can Powerwash Anything!”

FREE ESTIMATES Commercial  Residential
Licensed   Insured

410-641-5756 www.royalpowerwash.com
Clifford Rosen/Owner

The Adkins Company
11048 Cathell Rd.
Ocean Pines, MD  21811
410-641-5420

Do you need to rent a ...?

Contractor  DIY  Landscaping  Party/Event   Moving/Shipping

Jean Marx
443-880-0045
jmarx.timeflys@gmail.com
www.timeflysbooks.com

Publishing, Memoirs & More!

F LOOR ING

410-208-387911312 Manklin Creek Road 
Ocean Pines

The Flooring Store for Locals

The Courier

Your business card ad could
be HERE for as little as 

$13 a week!

410-641-6695

PAUL’S HOME IMPROVEMENTS
AAllll  pphhaasseess  ooff  hhoommee  iimmpprroovveemmeennttss

No job too small - No job too large
Handyman Home Services
Over 40 years experience

410-641-7548
Free Estimates

MHIC #83501
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AAAA    BBBBAAAAGGGGEEEELLLLaaaannnndddd ............

11304 Manklin Creek Rd 
Southgate - Ocean Pines
(Manklin Creek & Ocean Pkwy)

SSeerrvviinngg  BBrreeaakkffaasstt  aanndd  LLuunncchh

441100--220088--00770077
Open 6 a.m. every day

Hours: 
Mon., Wed.,Thurs., Fri:  

6 a.m.- 4 p.m.
Tues, Sat. and Sun:  

6 a.m.- 2 p.m.

RTE. 589
O.P. South
Gate Entrance

OCEAN PKWY
A Bagel
and.. Ma

nk
lin

 C
re
ek

Party Holiday Platters  Party Holiday Platters  �� Christmas/Hanukkah  Christmas/Hanukkah  
Catering   Catering   �� Holiday Cookie & Bakery ItemsHoliday Cookie & Bakery Items

Free 
Wireless 
Internet

A Special 
Christmas poem

T’was the night before Christmas and the stockings weren’t hung,      
The presents weren’t wrapped and the cookies weren’t done.         

The floor was all covered with paper and tape,                                    
A swath of destruction was left in the wake.

The lights weren’t working and the tree took a lean,
There was so much to do I just wanted to scream.

Christmas was coming, of that I was sure,
But I wondered if I’d have the strength to endure.

And just as my spirit had sunk to a low,
The tree lights blinked on and it started to snow.

As I gazed through the window came a sight so serene,
For out on the lawn was a small manger scene.

I came to my senses as I took in the sight,
And I remembered the reason for this most holy night.

Decorations and presents and turkeys and hams,
Cannot hold a candle to God’s gift to man.

I remembered the story of that first Christmas night,
The birthday of Jesus and the star that shone bright.

The gifts of the Magi, and a poor Shepherd boy,
And instead of despair, my heart filled with joy.

I stood there a moment and gave it some thought,
That the meaning of Christmas is easily lost.
How Santa and reindeer and presents of toys,
Overpower the true reason for Christmas joy.

I knew at that moment that all was all right,
I’d finish my chores and get through that night.

My list was long; I knew that was true,
But to it I added one more thing to do.

There was one more present I still had to send,
A prayer for peace and good will to all men.
And a special prayer on this Christmas day,
For those who defend us in lands far away.

-Bob Lassahn

Christmas cookies made simple
Baking cookies is a holiday tradition for

many families. Come the holiday season,
many homes are filled with the inviting scents
of vanilla, cinnamon and melting chocolate. 

Baking cookies can be a social occasion in
which family members and friends gather to
create recipes passed down through genera-
tions. Or baking can be a solitary venture in
which cookies are prepared and packaged as
holiday gifts. Either way, people who bake
during the holiday season understand that
making Christmas cookies can be a time-con-
suming, yet rewarding, process.

This year, holiday bakers can embrace a
number of time-saving tips and tricks to re-
duce the amount of time they spend in the
kitchen and possibly even improve on existing
recipes.

Use a cookie mix. Who says you have to
toil and make cookies from scratch? ItÕs the
thought that counts, and any number of cre-
ative recipes can begin by utilizing a premade
baking mix. These mixes already have most
of the dry cookie ingredients sifted together,
including flour, baking soda, baking powder,
salt, and sugar. All you have to do is add the
wet ingredients and any extra embellishments
to make the mix your own. If mixes are too
much work, purchase refrigerated or frozen
cookie dough. Include your own add-ins, such
as nuts, white chocolate chips, bits of dried

fruit, or crumbled candy canes, to give the
premade dough a unique flavor.

Prepare ahead. Many cookie dough
recipes can be made and stored for later use.
In fact, refrigerating a log of cookie dough can
make it easier to cut or handle later. Spread
out the bulk of your baking over two days and
you might feel less taxed.

Try a no-bake recipe. Creative culinary
experts continually reveal their clever tricks,
and many of these include no-bake versions of
favorite desserts. No bake cookies come to-
gether in a matter of minutes, but still employ
a host of delicious ingredients. Recipes fre-
quently feature similar ingredients to tradi-
tional cookies, but rely on chocolate, honey
or peanut butter as the setting agent to keep
them together. Bakers may also like not hav-
ing to turn on their ovens.

Recycle leftover cookies. If you have a
fair amount of cookies remaining or several
that broke apart or do not look good enough to
serve, never fear. Such cookies can be used as
part of another delicious dessert. Grind cook-
ies into crumbs that can serve as a pie crust
for pudding pies or no-bake cheesecakes, or
mix cookie crumbs with cake frosting or a nut
butter and roll into balls. Dunk the balls into
melted chocolate, add a lollipop stick and
make delicious cookie pops.
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17th Annual

Christmas Day and New Year’s Day Worship Services at
Showell Elementary School at 9 a.m.

Come as you are...
casual dress welcomed.
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