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THE IDLE AMERICAN

                   ‘Mind’s Eye’ Vision 20/20…
Commentary by Dr. Don Newbury
  You may recall “been 
there/done that” expe-
riences differently. If 

so, be my guest. Mine 
is a mundane wish that 
you close out the old 

year as you choose. 
It is, after all, your life, 
and only a few hours 
remain before peals of 
2017 bells are heard.
   During an aborted 
springtime trip to San 
Diego--one of the 
world’s most beauti-
ful cities--I beheld the 
grandeur with just one 
eye. It was a strange 
way to awaken that 
fateful morning. Loss 
of half my vision over-
night was not antici-
pated.
   Dashed were plans 
to explore a city where 
all seasons yield to 
spring. Taking priority 
were plans to change 

plane reservations for 
a return home to the 
Metroplex ASAP….

*****
   Back home, Dr. 
Parchue--an ophthal-
mologist whose name 
sounds like a sneeze-
-diagnosed a dam-
aged and detached 
retina. Within hours, 
he had performed sur-
gery, and my pilgrim-
age back to restored 
vision--albeit slower 
than preferred--was 
underway. 
   Caring friends asked 
if I’d been a wreck or 
sustained a blow to 
the head.
   “Can’t anything be 
the result of high mile-
age?” I countered….

*****
   It’s a plus that the 
“mind’s eye” is 20-20. 
Heading the recall list 
is akin to “California 
dreaming.” To some 
readers, my memo-
ries of a shortened 
trip may seem to be 
in an unlikely order.
   We had spent our 
last “full vision” day at 
the San Diego Zoo, 
SeaWorld and beach 
walking near the San 
Diego Hilton Resort 
and Spa, where the 
grounds were awash 
in greenery, flowers 
and leisurely walk-
ways.
   What we most re-
member, however, 
were not “up close” 
visits to destinations 
featured in travel bro-
chures. Instead, we 
recall the joy of chil-
dren being children. 
Some busied them-
selves in simple joys 
of pursuing a mother 
duck with her duck-
lings. Others were 
enthralled by a col-
lection of dogs, cats, 

birds and pigs. The 
“collection”--at least 
a large majority--has 
one thing in common. 
Before they were 
trained for “stardom,” 
they were shelter-ad-
opted animals….

*****
   The children seemed 
oblivious to promo-
tions, particularly at 
SeaWorld, where 
Shamu’s whale act 
is ending its long run 
this year. Of course, 
the youngsters joined 
adults in applauding 
Shamu.
   Their prolonged clap-
ping, however, was for 
the rescue animals.
   And why not? These 
“lesser stars”--devoid 
of pedigrees and 
portfolios--performed 
as if their lives de-
pended on flawless 
performances. Maybe 
it is more likely they 
anticipated pet treats 
awaiting them at acts’ 
end….
   Back to the ducks. 
As the sun was in de-
scent’s final rays, I 
chose to “sit a spell” 
on a hotel bench.  I 
marveled at my wife’s 
careful inspection 
of numerous flower-
ing plants. She even 
spelled their names 
so convincingly that 
I would have chal-
lenged anyone sug-
gesting corrections.
   Soon to command 
my attention, how-
ever, were a couple 
of tykes, likely brother 
and sister. The older 
was perhaps six years 
of age; the other, 
around four. They fell 
behind a mother duck 
and her 10 trailing 
ducklings.
   They mostly kept a 
safe distance a few 

paces behind. When 
the mother duck ac-
celerated, her brood 
scampered to keep 
pace, and so did the 
children. I resisted 
the temptation to pick 
up a duckling for the 
children to feel their 
soft yellow down. I 
did, however, reseat 
myself several times 
as they paraded up 
and down walkways. 
As dusk drew in, 
the parents herded 
the children toward 
the restaurant. The 
youngsters looked 
back, however, for fi-
nal glimpses of the lit-
tle ducklings as they 
followed their mother, 
waddling away into 
the night….

*****
   I was grateful for 
my doctor’s dismissal 
some three months 
later. Surgery had 
been successful, and 
vision in my damaged 
eye was at least 95% 
renewed.
   It’s a grand feeling, 
at year’s end, to en-
joy reasonable vision 
and generally good 
health.
   There’s much for 
which to be thankful, 
including the “mind’s 
eye,” which seems 
never to age.  I intend 
to depend on all three 
eyes in 2017, how-
ever, and wish for 
you and yours good 
health and much hap-
piness….

*****
   Don Newbury is a 
speaker in the Dallas/
Fort Worth Metroplex. 
Inquiries/comments 
to: newbury@speak-
erdoc.com. Phone: 
817-447-3872. Web 
site: www.speaker-
doc.com.

Happy New Year!!!
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Help Wanted Help Wanted

Get FAA Technician certification. Approved for 
military benefits.  Financial Aid if qualified. 

Job placement assistance.
Call Aviation Institute of Maintenance

866-453-6204

AIRLINE 
MECHANIC 
TRAINING 

Miscellaneous

Help Wanted

Drivers: New Orientation 
Completion Bonus! 
$4,000.00 Flatbed!! 
$3,000.00 Dedicated, 
Regional, OTR & Point to 
Point Lanes!  (New hires 
guaranteed minimum 
$$$ week)! 1 yr CDL-A: 
1-855-314-1128
AA-A5

Drivers CDL-A: Great 
Pay & Benefi ts!  Weekly, 
Direct Deposit!  Great 
Miles!  Late Model 
Equipment.  1 yrs. 
Experience.  Teams 
Welcome! 855-416-6742
AA-A5

Drivers: Great 
H o m e t i m e + M i l e s !  
Dedicated Midwest 
runs.  $1100-$1300/wk!  
CDL-A, 6 mos. OTR, 
Good Backgrnd.  www.
mtstrans.com 800-748-
0192
AA-A12

O u t s t a n d i n g 
opportunity to join one 
of the fastest growing 
trucking companies 
in the southeast.  
With over 85 years of 
truckload operation 
under our belts, we are a 
strong, stable company 
with quality late model 
equipment.  We are 
now recruiting for a 
qualifi ed and motivated 
Diesel Technician with 
2 years min. relevant 
experience, general 
computer skills as well 
as electronic engine 
diagnostics skills, clean 
driving record, valid 
driver’s license and 
must have own tools.  
Come join our team and 
receive competitive pay 
along with excellent 
benefi ts.  Apply online 
at www.epestransport.
com or fax resume to 
336-668-2315
AA-A5

Autos Wanted

 CARS/Trucks Wanted!!! 
All Makes/Models 2000-
2016! Any Condition.  
Running or Not.  Top 
$$$ Paid! Free Towing!  
We’re Nationwide! Call 
Now: 1-888-985-1806

Lung Cancer? And Age 
60+?  You and Your 
Family May Be Entitled 
To Signifi cant Cash 
Award.  Call 866-428-
1639 for Information.  No 
Risk.  No Money Out Of 
Pocket.

Health & Fitness

VIAGRA 100 MG and 
CIALIS 20 mg! 50 Pills 
$99.00 FREE Shipping! 
100% guaranteed.  CALL 
NOW! 1-866-312-6061 
Hablamos Espanol

Want to Buy

CASH PAID – up to $25/
Box for unexpired, sealed 
DIABETIC TEST STRIPS.  
1-DAY PAYMENT. 1-800-
371-1136

Wants to purchase 
minerals and other oil 
and gas interests. Send 
details, P O Box 13557, 
Denver, Co 80201

Health & Fitness

Want To Buy

Autos Wanted

http://www.mtstrans.com
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ObitsObits
Eulalio Yanez
Eulalio Yanez, age 71, of Sulphur Springs, passed away Wednesday, January 4, 2017 at CHRISTUS Mother Frances in Sulphur Springs.
Arrangements are pending with West Oaks Funeral Home.

Charles Clayton
Charles Clayton, age 74 of Sulphur Springs passed away Tuesday, January 3, 2017 at his residence.
Arrangements are pending with West Oaks Funeral Home.

Elton Ayers
Elton Ayers, age 97 of Winnsboro, passed away on Monday, January 2nd, 2017 in Winnsboro. He was born on February 1st, 1919 in Franklin 
County, to the late William Ayers and Maud Atyers. He was retired from the U.S Postal Service and was preceded in death by parents.
He is survived by numerous nieces and nephews.
Visitation was held on Wednesday, January 4th, 2017 from 10:00 am to 11:00 am at Beaty Funeral Home-Winnsboro 816 W. Broadway Winns-
boro, TX 75494. Graveside Services were held on Wednesday, January 4th, 2017 at Good Hope Cemetery at 11:00 am, with family conducting.

James Micheal Ward
Graveside Service for James (Jim) Michael (Mike) Ward 60 of Sulphur Springs, TX were Tuesday, January 3, 2017 at Ridgeway Cemetery. He 
died December 31, 2016.
He was born February 2, 1956 in Memphis, TN. To James W. and Ileta L. Ward. He is of the Christian faith. He went to be with our Lord and 
Savior on December 31, 2016. He was married to Norma Robinson on June 23, 1995.
He was preceded in death by his parents James W. and Ileta L. Ward, grandparents AJ and Leona Ward and Hazel Sifford. One niece Carrie 
Walker.
He is survived by his loving wife Norma Ward, three sons Jeremy Ward, Ricky Ward and Michael Ward. One daughter Michelle Hadley and one 
step-daughter Amber Adam. One brother Barry Ward of Greenville, TX , two sisters Debbie K. Walker of Ecru , Miss. And Pam Nordin of Sul-
phur Springs, TX. Three grandchildren, a host of nieces, nephews and other relatives and friends.

Nancy Tiller Jackson
Graveside Services for Nancy Tiller Jackson, age 69, of Sulphur Springs, were conducted at 11:00 a.m. Monday, January 
2, 2017 at Gafford Chapel Cemetery with Bro. C.J. Duffy offi ciating.  There was no formal visitation. Nancy passed away 
on December 29, 2016 at her residence.
She was born May 19, 1947 in Greenville, TX, the daughter of Ruel Tiller and Juanita Spray Tiller. She married Jerry 
Jackson on October 10, 1978 in Sulphur Springs. He survives. Nancy was of the Methodist faith. She retired from A&M 
University in Commerce.
In addition to her husband, she is survived by her daughters Tammy Green and Mike of Sulphur Springs, Amanda Mead-
ows and husband Larry of Sulphur Springs, sisters, Judy Martin of Paris, TX, Susan Tiller of Sulphur Springs, grandchil-
dren, Robyn and Calvin Vaughn of Greenville, TX, Kadie Green, Richard Green, and Chelsey Meadows, all of Sulphur 

Springs, great-grandchildren, Kourtnea Joslin, Trenton Wright of Greenville and Madalyne Masters of Sulphur Springs, nieces, Vicki, Jana, 
Lindy, and nephews Billy and Jay.
Arrangements were under the direction of West Oaks Funeral Home.

Bob Harris
Funeral services for Bob Harris, age 81 of Quitman, were held Tuesday, January 3, 2017, at Winnsboro House of Praise 
with Bro. Gary Hampton offi ciating. Burial followed at Black Oak Cemetery with Kevin Foster, Jay Foster, Seth Foster, 
Sam Foster and J.D. Hallonquist and Erik Lynn serving as pallbearers. Visitation was held one hour prior to service.
Mr. Harris passed away Wednesday, December 28, 2016 at Christus Mother Frances Hospital in Winnsboro.
Donations may be made to St. Jude’s Children’s Hospital, 262 Danny Thomas Place, Memphis, Tennessee 38105
Arrangements were under the direction of Murray-Orwosky Funeral Home.

Marlon Wayne Douglas
Marlon Wayne Douglas, age 67, of Sulphur Springs, passed away Monday, December 26, 2016 at Watkins Logan Veterans 
Home in Tyler.  Memorial Services will be held the fi rst weekend in June.
Mr. Douglas was born February 28, 1949, in Sulphur Springs, to Johnny Joe and Vena Bianca (Doughty) Douglas. He mar-
ried Mary Jo Flournoy in Pickton, Texas on August 20, 1969, she preceded him in death.  Marlon served in the U.S. Army 
during the Vietnam War, and was retired from Hannah Construction.  He was of the Baptist faith.
Marlon is survived by daughters, Tina Douglas Tallant and husband John of Winona, Amy Douglas Harrington and hus-
band Darrell of Winthrop, Arkansas and Angela Douglas and signifi cant other Steven Busby of Sulphur Springs; sister, Joy 
Matlock of Sulphur Springs; grandchildren, Brendon and Katelyn Tallant, Jerry Young, Bradley and Naomi Harrington, 

Andrew and Johnathan Harrington, Patrick and Joseph Owens, Judy Harrington, Ashley Garcia and Justin Freeman; great grandchildren, Karma 
and baby Harrington.
Mr. Douglas was preceded in death by his parents, three sisters and one brother.
The family has requested that memorials be made to: Texas State Veterans Home, 11466 Honor Lane, Tyler, Texas 75708, attention: Donna 
Huffman.
Arrangements are under the direction of Murray-Orwosky Funeral Home.
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866-430-2616
CALL TODAY


