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PAID
Brainerd, MN 

ZIP CODE 56401
Permit No. 681

PO Box 562, Ironton 56455 • By Appointment Only
 218-772-0300 office  • 218-821-1393 cell 

Get Approved Today!

TANNER MOTORS

 620 West Washington Street, 
Brainerd, MN  56401 

www.tannerauto.com 

John Tanner’s

 1st Time Buyer

 No Credit

 Poor Credit /
Low Credit Score 

 Divorce

 Bankruptcy

In order to take advantage of Tanner Motors’ 

Special Financing Program, 
please contact Yvette Stoliker 

218-866-2488 
yvette.stoliker@tannercompanies.com  

Special Financing Program, 

2016 Nisssan Altima

Peace of  Mind

Estate Planning • Funeral Trusting 
Have you taken care of this?

Protected from Nursing Home, Probate and Taxes
 No Fees • 3% Paid Daily 

Call Gary Bakken at 218-562-4170 or 218-820-7922 cell

526 Washington St. • Brainerd, MN 56401 • 218-824-9600

*Any Easy Advance (EA) is a loan secured by your tax refund and is offered by Republic Bank & Trust 
Company, member FDIC, to eligible taxpayers. There are no fees or interest associated with the EA. Loan 
amount options are determined by your expected tax refund less authorized fees. Subject to underwriting 
and approval. EA proceeds are typically available within 24 hours of IRS acceptance of tax return (or within 
24 hours of filing before the IRS start date), however, if direct deposit is selected it may take additional time 
for your financial institution to post the funds to your account. Visit your Liberty office to learn about the 
cost and timing of all filing and product options. Valid at participating locations. Valid Jan. 3 - Feb. 28, 2017. 00

15
17

78
4r

1

Continued on Page 2

HURRY!
Limited Seating

Huge 
Dance 
Floor

Cash 
Bar

Snack 
Bar

Forty Club Entertainment Presents: Saturday, February 18 

at the Forty Club Banquet Center, Aitkin
Doors Open at 5:00 p.m. • Show Start at 7:00 p.m.
General Admission- $10.00 
Tickets may be purchased at:
The FORTY CLUB INN, Aitkin • 40 Club Restaurant/ Bar, Aitkin
Coach’s Corner, Deerwood

LIVE 
MUSIC

Just in time for what would have been Johnny’s 85th Birthday on February 26!

Tools • GifTs • HouseHold • livinG room• Bedroom • dininG

 ProPAnE AVAILABLE 
including for 
Motor Homes

UnCLAIMED 
FrEIGHT norTH

HOURS: Mon.-Sat. 9-5 • Hwy. 210 West, Aitkin • 218-927-6446

furniTure To love!
TAx
rEFUnD
 LAyAwAy
AVAILABLE

All siZes
now on 
sAle

Visa, MasterCard & Discover accepted
now on DisplayWe put the comfort in your mattress, 

so you can sleep...sleep...sleep.

Furniture & Mattresses • 209 Main Street, Crosby
 Hours: Monday-Friday 9 am to 5 pm, Saturday 9 am-3 pm or call for 

appointment 218-546-3854 Closed Sunday
See Our Circular Ad For Savings 

One hundred and ten 
snowmobiles were on dis-
play on Saturday, February 4 
at the 13th Annual Cuyuna 
Lakes Ice Fishing Contest and 
Scorpion Homecoming. 

Several hundred partic-
ipants enjoyed the mild 
weather and a strong show-
ing of feature machines, in-
cluding Trail-A-Sled’s famed 
“airsleds” from the late 1950s 
and early 1960s. (The firm 
was known as Trail-A-Sled, 
Inc. before changing it’s name 
to Scorpion Snowmobiles.)

Ten of these extremely rare 
machines were on display. 
Built before snowmobiles 

became all the rage, these 
airsleds were a crucial ear-
ly link in the evolution of 
snowmobiling. They were 
manufactured just off Serpent 
Lake’s west end, in the Lakev-
iew district.
Snowmobile Awards

At the on-ice awards cere-
mony, the following awards 
were presented:

Patrick Kramer, St Augusta 
received the Sno-Serpents 
Award for his 1972 Super 
Stinger 440 III.

Angie Dahn, Maple Grove, 
received the Chamber’s 

Large crowds, 10 air sleds at Scorpion Homecoming 

Vintage Scorpion snowmobiles lined up on Serpent Lake. Ann Schwartz photos
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TANNER MOTORS

 620 West Washington Street, Brainerd, MN  56401 
3-MONTH • 3,000 MILE LIMITED WARRANTY*

218-829-3597  /  800-222-0434
  www.tannerauto.com 

John Tanner’s
* on qualifying vehicles

Tanner
Motors

Pre-owned GIANTBrainerd Lakes Area’s

 • OVER 130 PRE-OWNED VEHICLES TO CHOOSE FROM • 

LARIAT MODEL, LEATHER, 5.4L V8, 
WESTERN PLOW 

2005 FORD F-150 SUPERCAB 4X4

$12,976 #N360236

SXT FULL, POWER EQUIPMENT,
 3RD ROW SEATS

2013 DODGE DURANGO AWD

$20,884 #165117

DENALI Pkg, AWD, 
30,XXX LOW MILES!

2013 GMC TERRAIN  AWD DENALI

$24,987 # 17-5003

SPORT Pkg., FWD, 
45,XXX MILES!

2013 HYUNDAI SANTA FE 

$15,968 #N26-0301 

SLT  WITH HEATED LEATHER
 AND  REMOTE START

2014 GMC TERRAIN AWD

$20,959 #260419 

PREMIUM WITH HEATED LEATHER, 
AND MOONROOF

2010 INFINITI FX35 AWD

$17,957 #N165060

LEATHER, NAVIgATION, DVD AND  
MOON ROOF

2012 RAM MEGA CAB DIESEL 4X4

$36,948 #270120

HEATED LEATHER, NAVIgATION
 AND MOON ROOF

2015 TOYOTA HIGHLANDER XLE AWD

$30,974 #165094

LEATHER AND POWER MOON ROOF 

2010 TOYOTA RAV4 LIMITED 4X4

$13,968 #250358

HEATED LEATHER, POWER MOON 
ROOF ,ONLY 43,726 MILES

2012 NISSAN MURANO SL AWD

$19,982 #260402

PREMIUM PACkAgE,
 LOADED WITH EQUIPMENT

2014 BUICK ENCLAVE AWD

$29,979 # 165121 

LT, LEATHER, MOON ROOF 
AND  REAR DVD

2007 CHEVROLET SUBURBAN 4X4

$11,978 # N370004

LEATHER, POWER MOON ROOF
 VERY NICE COND

2003 LEXUS ES300

$5,948 #N465039

V6,  AUTO,
 FULL POWER EQUIPMENT

2010 BUICK LACROSSE

$9,437 #360105

PREMIUM PACkAgE,
 LOADED, gORgEOUS CAR!

2015 TOYOTA AVALON XLE

$22,987 #N260320

HEATED LEATHER, POWER MOON 
ROOF, NAVIgATION 

2007 LEXUS ES350

$9,967 #265092

HEATED LEATHER, MOON ROOF, 
REMOTE START

2013 BUICK VERANO

$13,972 #N260326

LEATHER, LOADED AND
 3RD ROW SEATS 

2007 BUICK RENDEZVOUS

$7,959 #N460111

LIMITED,  HEATED LEATHER AND 
REMOTE START

2014 DODGE jOURNEY AWD

$18,996 #165111

FULL POWER EQUIPMENT,
  ONLY 31,316 MILES

2013 FORD ESCAPE 4X4 SE

$16,964 #N360299

5.3L, V8, HEATED LEATHER BUCkETS, 
ONLY 19,411 MILES

2014 GMC DBL CAB 4X4 LTZ

$32,976 #165105

HEATED LEATHER, QUAD SEATS,
 LOADED WITH OPTIONS

2013 CHEVROLET TRAVERSE AWD LTZ

$25,987 #N165097

LIMITED HEATED LEATHER 
AND POWER MOON ROOF 

2011 jEEP GRAND CHEROKEE 4X4

$20,967 #165115

QUAD SEATINg,
 FULL POWER EQUIPMENT

2015 GRAND CARAVAN SXT

$18,967 #175001 

HEATED LEATHER BUCkETS NAVIgA-
TION SHARP

 2013 RAM CREW 4X4 LARAMIE

$25,782 #270031

Choice Award for her 1950’s 
aluminum airsled.

C-I Royalty Award: Chuba 
Brothers, Emily, received the 
C-I Royalty Award for their   
1971 Super Stinger.

The Bert Oliva Family, Mi-
ami FL received the Scorpion 
Traveler Award for traveling 
1,913 miles.
Trail-A-Sled Awards

The Garner Family, Blaine 
MN, received the Trail-A-Sled 
Era – Original – First Place 
Award for their 1965 Trail-
A-Sled.

Charles Bachmann, Brain-
erd received the Trail-A-Sled 
Era – Original – Runner-Up 
Award for his 1968 Mark I.

Tony Rolfes, Gull Lake 
received the Trail-A-Sled Era – 
Restored – First Place Award: 
for his 1963 Trail-A-Sled.

Bog Busters, Aitkin re-
ceived the Trail-A-Sled Era – 
Restored – Runner-Up Award 
for their 1965 Trail-A-Sled.

A teardrop Ski-doo brings back snowmobiling memories from 
the 60s and 70s.    Ann Schwartz photos

Second place raffle winner of 
an underwater color camera 
was Ross Beckstrand of 
Cannon Falls. Photo submitted 
by the Cuyuna Chamber of Com-
merce.

Remember when John Deere sleds were considered top of 
the line?   A great collection of Scorpi-

on memorabilia. 

Scorpion Awards
Scott Tolve, Big Lake re-

ceived the Scorpion Era – 
Original – First Place Award 
for his 1979 Whip TK. 

Jon Hulett, Mahtowa re-
ceived the Scorpion Era – 
Original – Runner-Up Award 
for his 1980 Sting.

Jason Johnson, Bell Plaine 
received the Scorpion Era – 
Restored – Runner-Up Award 
for his 1975 Super Stinger.

Doug Holicky, New Prauge 
received the Scorpion Era – 
Restored – First Place Award  
for his 1977 Massey Storm.

Bob Reine, Britt received 
Scorpion Custom – First Place 
Award for his1967 Scorpion 
Indy. Ervin Van Heukenlom, 
Albany received the Scorpion 
Custom – Runner Up Award 
for his 1967 Sachs.
Fishing results

More than 750 people 
competed in the Cuyuna 
Lakes Chamber Annual Ice 

Fishing Contest on Serpent 
Lake in Crosby on Saturday, 
Feb. 4.

Northern winners includ-
ed:  first place, a 1.75 pound 
Northern caught by Betty 
Nelson; second place, a 1.60 
pound Northern caught by 
Damon Reynolds; and third 
place, a 1.37 pound Northern 
caught by Erclut Johnson.

Panfish winners were:  first 
place, a .09 Perch caught by 
Jill Hofstrand; second place, 
a .09 Perch caught by Dillian 
Nission; and third place, a .09 
Perch caught by Mike Lattery.

 David Udenburg won the 
Bass prize for catching a 1.47 
Bass.  Silas Wingert won the 
smallest fish prize by catching 
a .01 Perch.

The Eelpout and Walleye 
remained elusive, which 
benefitted the 12 Luck of the 
Draw recipients. When fish 
with designated prize mon-
ey attached are not caught, 

A nice crowd was out on windy Serpent Lake for the Scorpion Homecoming and Fishing 
Contest.

names of the people who 
caught a fish are drawn for 
the Luck of the Draw. Luck of 
the Draw winners included: 
Mike Brady, Jordan Bruns, 
Dru Curley, Ron Hoffstrand, 
Reina Irvine, Jason Larson, 
Joel Larson, Hunter Rohde, 
Susan Rossing, Sam Rysazy, 
Travis Sprowls, and Matt 
Wingert.

Raffle winners were:  first 
place ice auger Marci Har-
rison of Pine River, second 
place underwater color cam-
era Ross Beckstrand of Can-
non Falls, third place flasher 
Dustin Hinman of Deerwood, 
fourth place portable fish 
house Julie Herold of Deer-
wood, and fifth place stay at 
Grand Casino Mille Lacs or 
Hinckley Michael Booth of 
Riverton and Eric Holmvig 
of Brainerd.

The Cuyuna Lakes Cham-
ber is proud of all of the 
winners and grateful to its nu-
merous sponsors, volunteers 
and attendees for making the 
event possible.

First place raffle winner of 
an ice auger was  Marcie 
Harrison. Photo submitted by the 
Cuyuna Chamber of Commerce.

Fifth place raffle winner of a 
stay at Grand Casino Mille 
Lacs or Hinckley was Eric 
Holmvig of Brainerd. Photo 
submitted by the Cuyuna Chamber of 
Commerce.

Fifth place raffle winner 
of a stay at Grand Casino 
Mille Lacs or Hinckley was 
Michael Booth of Riverton. 
Photo submitted by the Cuyuna 
Chamber of Commerce.



NewsHopperTM  February 11, 2017 3www.NewsHopper.net

community events

Riley’s napa 
auto supply
aitkin • 218-927-2153

Hoses also available at:
Palisade CooP • Palisade • 218-845-2333

d&s TruCk rePair • MCGreGor • 218-851-1555
Nord auTo ParTs• GraNd raPids • 218-327-1191

*soMe sizes NoT available aT all loCaTioNs

         Largest 
seLection 

of hydraulic hose & fittings
up thru 2” 4 wire 

minnesota’s

rileyautosupply.com

one of

C-I Pub, Ironton ..............................................$20 for   $14    = $_____

RaffeRty’S, brainerd .....................................$10 for  ...$7    = $_____

Some exclusions may apply per certificate.  
We reserve the right to limit  quantities and 

discontinue this promotion at any time. 

Send in your order form with 
a check and a self-addressed 

stamped envelope to: 
 NewsHopper, PO Box 562, 

Ironton, MN 56455

Hopper’s savers  may also be picked up at  C-I Auto in Crosby

HURRY! WhIle  SuPPlIeS laSt

1-800-535-9722 

www.structuralbuildings.com
Look for us on

 COMMERCIAL • AG • RESIDENTIAL

cash in on WINTER BUILD SPECIALS!Don’t miss 
your chance to

License #BC007133

happy hour:   
 4 pm -6 pm 

 $2 you Call It!
7 DayS a WEEK

1st St. & 1st Ave., Crosby • 218-546-6575

Open 7 dAyS A week • KItChen houRS: 11 am to 9 Pm 
BAr HOurS: 10  Am tO ClOSe mOn - Fri • 9 Am tO ClOSe SAt & Sun

Call 218-546-6575 for taKEout orDErS!

Monday: Domestic Beer Pitchers $5
tuesday: Taco Tuesday

Wednesday: 75¢ Wings • Pizza Night at 4 p.m.

thursday: Free Meat Raffle at 5 p.m. 
$2.50 Burger Night

Now 

Serving 

Saturday and Sunday • 8 a.m. to noon  

Sunday 8 a.m. - noon
 all-you-Can-eat

 Pancakes $6.95 

friday: Fish & Shrimp
All-You-Can-Eat

Saturday: Ribs $10.95
All-You-Can-Eat

New
Burgers Starting at 

$6.95 

Come In and Check Out 

Burger and 
Sandwich Menu

Karaoke ContestCroft

IDoL

Qualifying  Dates: 
Starting at 8 p.m.

fridays, feb. 10, 17, 24, and March 3, 10, 17

   finals:   friday, March 24 

Entry fEE:  

$5.00

Stop In for ruLES anD to rEgIStEr!

Wed., Feb. 22
Super Burgers

5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 

Wed., Feb. 15 
Chili & Grilled Cheese

5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 

Open to membership and guests.
Come and see what the Moose is about!

Aitkin Moose Lodge
22 4th St. NE, Aitkin
  located 2 blocks north

of the stoplight turn right/ left side 
218-927-2072

Mon.-Fri.  open at 3 p.m.  • Sat. open at noon 

Hall Available for Rent (Seats 250) Weddings, 
Reunions, Graduation & Other Events

Now booking for parties. Call Lodge for info.

Woman of the Moose
Thurs.,  February 16

 & March 2
(1st & 3rd Thursdays)  

Homemade Pizza
5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 

Meat Raffle
Every Saturday 6 p.m. 

Ongoing Events:
AA- Aitkin - Meeting closed Wednesday 3 pm Ait-

kin Alano Club
AA - Aitkin - 322 1st Ave. NE 218-927-6240 

Sun. Women’s Meeting 5:30 pm, Tue. Open 
Meeting 8 pm, Wed. Women’s Meeting 6 pm, 
Thu. Sober Sailors Open 9 am, Friday Night 
Grape Vine 6:30 pm. 

AA Garrison:  Monday Night AA (open) 7:30 PM 
and Wednesday 7:30 PM at Community Alli-
ance Church, 9475 Jefferson St.

ALANON - 322 1st Ave NE, Aitkin 6:30 pm 
Thursday evenings. 

ALANON Garrison: Wednesday 7:30 PM at Com-
munity Alliance Church, 9475 Jefferson St.

Aitkin Friends of the Library meet 4th Tue. each 
month, 1 pm, Aitkin Public Library.

Aitkin Women of Today meet 2nd Mon. of month, 
6:30 pm, Mille Lacs Energy Coop, info call 
218-927-4558. Evening care is available and 
free.  All are welcome! 

American Legion Aitkin Lee #86 & Unit 86,            
meets the 2nd Thurs. of each month at 7 p.m.

Art Club meets on the second and fourth Tues-
days at the Jaques Art Center in Aitkin, 1-3 pm 

“Ask an Attorney”, Aitkin Co. Sheriff’s conference 
room, 2nd Tue. of month at noon.

Blow-Hards, a lung disease support group, meets 
the 4th Thu. of each month, Kanabec Hospital 
in Mora. Contact Carol, 320-225-3646.

Buddhism-Nichiren meetings held at the Brain-
erd Public Library conference room on the 3rd 
Saturday of every month at 1 pm. For infor-
mation contact Mike Engblom-Bradley 936-
525-7843.

Care N Share Community Cafe Community Meal,  
Wednesdays Located in the fellowship hall in 
the Weslayson Church on Highway #6 in Emi-
ly. Please call Sharon - 612 669-3295 

Caregiver/Memory Loss Support Group. Meets 
the first Wed., 1-2 p.m. at Birchstreet Center, 
downtown Aitkin. 218-9271383.

Circles of Support meets every Tue., 6-8 pm If 
you are living paycheck to paycheck and are 
ready for a change, Circles may be right for 
you, call Brandi, 800-997-5723.

Clear Lake Grange meets second Tue. each 
month, 6 pm potluck, 7 pm meeting. Meet 
in member’s homes. Info call Vern 320-684-
2244 or Roxy 218-927-4558.

Clothes Closet offers free clothing to men and 
women in need.  We are open the second and 
fourth Saturdays of each month from 8 a.m. - 
noon.  NARROWS COMMUNITY CHURCH,  
6297 Woods Bay Drive NE, Outing (follow the 
yellow signs).  Call 320.857.0182 for more in-
formation.

 Cooks Night Out - 3rd Wed of month, McGregor 
Comm. Ctr., 5:30 p.m., no restrictions, dona-
tions welcome.

Cuyuna Rock Gem & Mineral Club, meet 2nd Sat. 
each month, 2:30 at Cuyuna Range Commu-
nity Center, lower level.

Dance every second Tuesday at Moose in Grand 
Rapids. 

Dance at VFW in McGregor every 1st Monday of 
the month, except holidays which will be on 
the following Monday

Dance at Waukenabo the second and last 
Wednesday of the month. 

Deerwood Lakes Lions meet the 2nd Monday of 
every month, 5:30pm social, 6:00 pm dinner/
meeting, at the Heartwood Senior Living. Call 
218-831-5683, if you need more information  
or would like to join our club. Lions affordable 
hearings aids availalible to those who qualifiy. 
For more information, call Diann Bates 218-
546-5237 or 218-838-4768 cell.

Evergreen P.A.C. ATV Club meetings 1st Thu. 
each month, 7 pm, Jackson Hole, Lawler, 
open to public.

FASD Caregiver Support Group - For caregiv-
ers of individuals with a diagnosed or sus-
pected Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder 
(FASD).  Meet with other caregivers (adults 
only please) for support, understanding, and 
networking.  Meetings are 9 am the second 
Saturday of each month at Bethlehem Luther-
an Church, 418 8th Ave. NE, Brainerd.  For 
more information, please contact Sheila York 
at 218-820-5903 or syork@mofas.org

Friends of Rice Lake National Wildlife Refuge 
meet 3rd Wed. each month, at 1 pm. at the 

Visitor Center at 36289 State Hwy. 65, McGre-
gor 218-768-2402

Food Addicts in Recovery Anonymous Meeting 
Tuesday evenings, 6:30 pm small conference 
room at Aitkin Library. No dues, fees or weigh 
ins. For more information call: 217-248-6434. 
www.foodaddicts.org 

Food Shelf (Aitkin)  Open every Wednesday, 
10:30 am  - 3 pm. 102 4th St. NW, Aitkin

Food Shelf (Aitkin) at First Lutheran Church open 
on 2nd and 4th Thurs, 9:30 am-5 pm,at 107 
2nd St SE, Aitkin. Must register by 4:45 pm 
to be served.

Food Shelf (Aitkin) Emergency Food Shelf at 
St. James Catholic Church, Aitkin. Hours are 
Tuesday  from 12 to 3 pm. To enter the food 
shelf go to the South side of the building, go 
to the 4th door and look for signs.

Food Shelf (Garrison) Open Tue. & Thu. 1-5 pm, 
at 9541 Madison Street; Garrison. For emer-
gency Food Shelf, call 320-692-5399 and 
leave a message.

Food Shelf (Hill City) Trinity Lutheran Church 3rd 
Saturday 8 am - Noon or by Appt.

Food Shelf (Jacobson) Carmel Lutheran Church
60346 240th Ave, 1st and 3rd Thursday, 4 -  6 pm
Food Shelf (McGregor) 45898 Hwy 65 2nd and 

4th Wednesday of Month 9 am - Noon
Garrison Fire Auxiliary meets 2nd Thu. 7:30 pm, 

Garrison Fire Hall.
Garrison Thrift Store, Thurs.-Fri. 10-4, Sat. 11-4.
Heart to Heart Support Group, 4th Tue. of month, 

2 pm, Kanabec Hospital, int. of Hwy. 65 & 23, 
Mora. 

Jacobson Seniors meets every Thu., 10-2 pm at 
Jacobson Comm. Ctr. Potluck at noon. Bever-
age provided. All are welcome. For more info., 
752-1515. 

McGrath City Council, first Thu. of the month, 
6:30 pm at fire station hall.

McGrath Senior Center meets every Mon. 1-4 
pm, cards & games, all are welcome.

McGregor Community Meal served at the Com-
munity Center on Highway 65 on the Third 
Wednesday of each month serving from 5:30 
- 6:00 pm.

McGregor TOPS (Take off Pounds Sensibly) 
meets Thu., 4 pm weigh in, 4:30 meeting, 
Minnewawa Sportsman’s Club, Goshawk St. 
(Co. Rd. 6). 218-768-2340 for more info.

Mystic Masonic Lodge meets 1st & 3rd Tuesdays 
of the month at 7 pm except June,July & Au-
gust meet only 1st Tuesday at 7 pm over the 
Eye Care Center in Aitkin.

National Alliance on Mental Illness meet Fri., 
2:30, Community Presbyterian Church, 703 
Pokegama Ave., room 105, Grand Rapids, 
Call Terrence at 218-327-1347. 

Order of Eastern Star,Woodland Chapter 122 in 
Aitkin meets 2nd and 4th Tuesdays Septem-
ber through May and 2nd Tuesday in June 
and 4th Tuesday in August at 7:30 PM above 
the Eye Care Center in Aitkin; dark July, Jan-
uary & February.

Operation Minnesota Nice meets 3rd Monday each 
month at 6 pm at Trinity Lutheran Church, Hill 
City. For info call Tina Harcey at 218-697-8144.  
www.operationminnesotanice.com.

Praise & Worship Services, 101 S. Maddy St., 
McGregor, Intercessory prayer Wed 6-7 pm; 
Praise & Worship Services Sat. 2 pm, Sun 10 
am.

Recovery Worship Service, Cascade United 
Methodist Church, Crosby/Deerwood, 1st 
Sat., 5 pm. Everyone is welcome.

Rosary is ongoing the fourth Tuesday of each 
month at 1 pm at the Big Fish, Garrison, con-
tact Jean at 218-764-2665 for more info.

RSVP Bone Builders (Osteoporosis exercise 
program) Tue & Thu:  10-11 First Lutheran 
Church, Aitkin; 11:30-12:30 Blackrock Terrace, 
Aitkin; 12:45-1:45  Journey North Church, 
Aitkin; Wed:  10-11 Malmo Evangelical Free 
Church, Malmo & Fri:  10-11 Bethesda Luther-
an Church, Malmo. Free of charge.  Info call 
218-927-1383.

Second Tuesday Card Party, Deerwood Ameri-

can Legion. Open to public, 1 pm social, card 
playing 1:30-3:30 pm. Cost $3 per person. 
Refreshments. 

Senior Dance at Deerwood Legion, 1-4 pm, 1st 
and 3rd Fri. each month. 

TOPS Aitkin (Take Off Pounds Sensibly) Every 
Tues at East Entrance, First Lutheran Church, 
101 2nd St SE, Aitkin  Weigh in at 4:30pm and 
meeting at 5pm 

TOPS Deerwood (Take Off Pounds Sensibly)   
Mondays 6:30 - 7:30 pm, Deerwood Legion, 
23659 Forest Rd, Deerwood. For more infor-
mation, please contact Lucy Bartz 218-839-
2218 or Gwenn Smith 218-246-2180.

TOPS Ironton (Take Off Pounds Sensibly) meet 
Monday, 4 pm weigh-in, 4:30 pm meeting at 
Immanual Lutheran Church, Crosby. Call Ma-
bel Semler 218-546-6523 for meeting location 
information.

Weight Watchers meets every Tuesday at 5:45 
pm at the Sno-Serpents building in Deerwood 
at 24197 Mohs St (next to 
the Deer Stand restaurant). 
Weigh in begins at 5:15 pm. 
For more information, call 
218-820-9725.

White Pine Riders ATV Club 
meet 2nd Sat. each month 
(Feb. - Oct.) at McGrath 
Fire Hall, 10 am, open to 
public. 

February
11th -  Cascade United Meth-

odist Church Pie Social, 
Pie, Ice Cream & Coffee 
1-3 pm, Highway 210/6 
Deerwood

11th - Norah Rendell and 
the Lost Forty to perform 
at Aitkin Library at 1 p.m.  
The trio features Live 
Ireland’s “Best Irish Vo-
calist of 2011 and 2012,” 
Canadian singer and flut-
ist Norah Rendell, with 
mult i - instrumental ists 
Brian Miller and Randy 
Gosa. 

11th -  Tusenvann Lodge #1-
659 meeting at  noon at 
the IREC Bldg in Isle. The 
program will be Carol & 
James Berry discussing 
their African Adventure. 
Coffee and a lite lunch will 
be served.  If you have 
questions call Candice at 
1-320-983-2886 or Gary 
at 1-218-927-6557. 

11th - Valentine Dinner and 
Dance at Waukenabo 
Community Center/ Town 
Hall with Roast Beef Din-
ner 5:30 - 7 pm, Dance: 
Two for the Road 7:30 - 10 
pm. Grand prize to be giv-
en away. Donation $10 for 
adults and $ for children 
age 12 and younger

16th - Community Blood 
Drive and Chili Feed The 
Palisade Assembly of 
God Church will be host-
ing a blood drive with 
the American Red Cross 
noon - 6 pm.  At the same 
time, the Palisade Lions 
will be putting on a free 
Chili Feed starting at 
noon and going until the 
chili is gone.   The food 
was donated by Paul-
beck’s County Market. 
For additional information 
or to schedule an appoint-
ment, contact Charles at 
845-3893.  Appointments 
are not required but help 
to reduce waiting times.

16th-Weight Loss Seminar, 6 p.m., CRMC 
Clinic Conference Room

18th - Parenting the Love and Logic Way Re-
source Training & Solutions in Sartell  8:30 
am- 4:00 pm to help parents and other 
adults who interact with children to learn 
more about raising the odds for teaching 
their children respect and responsibility, 
320-255-3236

18th - “CHURCH OF CASH” Johnny Cash Tribute 
at 40 Club Convention Center, Aitkin $10  

doors open at  5 pm, show at 7 pm.
20th-Breastfeeding Class, 10 a.m., CRMC Am-

bulatory Conference Room
21st-Weight Loss Support Group, 6 p.m., 

Heartwood Senior Living Community
22nd-Memory Loss Support Group, 9:30 a.m., 

Heartwood Senior Living Community
23rd-Brain Injury Support Group, 6 p.m., 

CRMC Clinic Conference Room

DACMART in Aitkin will be closed February 
20-25 for remodeling.  Also they will not be 
able to take donations during that time. 
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Sorensen-Root-Thompson
Aitkin, MN

218-927-2614

Traditional • Cremation • Memorials • Pre-Arranged Funerals

Jerry Thompson
Jason Brezinsky

McGregor Funeral Home
McGregor, MN
218-768-3136

Directors:

SR
T

www.srtfuneral.com

ALLIANCE 
Aitkin* — New Life; Larry Burg & John Baker, pastors; 

Sunday School JAM session 9 am; Worship 10:15 am 
& 5:30 pm; Youth Group, Wed 6:15 pm; 112 - 1st Ave. 
SW 218-927-2823.

Garrison* — Pastor Michael H. Palkie; Worship 9; SS 
10:30.   

McGregor/Big Sandy  —  Rev. S. DeMars, 426-3408; E. 
of Sather’s Store; Worship 9:30; Children’s Church 10

Onamia — Vineland Native American Chapel, Hwy. 169 
north of casino;Worship 11; Pastor Boeringa 320-532-
4449   

ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Aitkin — Heritage Church, Rev. Jason Erickson; Sunday 

Morning Service 9:30
Crosby — Rev. Michael Towers; Worship 10:30
Crosslake — Crossroads Christian, Rev. Gary Espeseth; 

SS at 9:30, Worship at 10:45
Hill City — Rev. G. Valley; Worship 10 and 6:30 p.m.; Bible 

Study Thurs. 7 pm.
Palisade — Pastor Ed Sornberger; SS 9; Worship 10; Kids 

Church; Small groups during the week 218-845-2726

BAPTIST 
Aitkin - The Journey North, Pastor Lynfield Hines, 218-

824-5617, Worship 9 and 10:30, thejourneynorth.com
Baxter - The Journey North, Pastor Mark Bjorlo, 218-

824-5617, Worship Saturday 5, Sunday 9, 10:30, 11:45, 
thejourneynorth.com 

Brainerd — Eagles Nest, Pastor Bob Stockland 218-829-
4673, Worship 11, SS 9:45.

Breezy Point — Eagles Nest, Pastor Bob Stockland 218-
562-5252, Worship 9:30, SS 9:30.

Crosby — Bible Baptist, Pastor G. Fisher; SS 9:45; Service 
10:45 and 6 p.m., Bible Study and Our Kids for Christ 
Wed. 7 pm

Deerwood* — Pastor W. Skog; SS 9:30; Worship 10:30 
and 6 pm; Wed. Service, 6:30 pm.

Glory —  Pastor Chris Meirose; 927-3678; SS 9:15; Wor-
ship 10:30 am.; Wed. 6 pm Glory Family night, Kids’ Club 
age 4-6, MAD4Christ grades 7-12.

Hill City — Pastor Lonnie Lee; 218-697-2645; Adult SS 9; 
Worship 10 am; Bible Study, Fri., 7 pm.

Isle — Pastor Nick Skogen; 676-3171; SS 9:30; Service 
10:30; Bible Study, Wed., 7 p.m.

Opstead — 676-8859; SS 9:30; Worship, 10:30; Bible 
Study Wed., 7 p.m.

CATHOLIC
Aitkin — St. James, Fr. David Forsman, 218-927-6581; 

Mass Sat. 5 pm, Sun. 9 am.
Brainerd — St. Andrew’s, Fr. Daniel Weiske, Sat.4:30; Sun. 

10:00 and St. Mathias Sunday 8:00.
Brainerd — St. Francis , Fr. Anthony Wroblewski, Sat. 5:00; 

Sunday 7:30, 9:00, 11:15 and All Saints Saturday 4:00 
and Sunday 10:30.

Cromwell/Wright — Immaculate Conception, Mass: Sat. 
5 p.m.

Crosby — St. Joseph’s, Mass: Sat. 5 pm; Sun 10:30.
Crosslake — Immaculate Heart, 218-692-3731; www.

ihmstemilys.org; Mass: Sat. 4 pm; Sun. 8:30; Confession 
Sat. 3 pm.

Deerwood — St. Joseph’s, Mass: Sun 8:30.  
Emily — St. Emily, Mass: Mon. & Wed. 8; Sun. 10:30; 

Confession 1st Sat. 11  or by appt. 218-763-2101.
Garrison  — Our Lady of Fatima, Fr. David Forsman, 218-

927-6581; Mass Sun. 8 am.;  Sat. 6 pm  (Memorial Day 
through Labor Day) 

Grand Rapids — St. Joseph’s, Fr. Jerry Weiss, Mass: Sat. 
5 pm; Sun. 8 & 10:30. 218-326-2483

Hillman — Holy Family, Fr. David Forsman, 218-927-6581;  
Mass Sun. 10

McGrath — Our Lady of Fatima, Fr. Kuriakose Nediakala 
(Fr. KK), Mass: Sun. 11:15 am.

McGregor  — Holy Family, Fr. Kuriakose Nediakala (Fr. 
KK), Mass: Sat. 5:30 p.m.; Sun. 8:45 am

Vineland  — St. Therese, Mass Sun. 11; Holy Days 8:30. 
CHurCH OF CHrIST

Baxter, Lakes Area — Nondenominational; 7001 Highland 
Scenic Road; Bible Study every Wed. 7 pm; Worship 
10:30-11:30. 218-828-1362

Tamarack — Pastor Terry Banker, 608-475-1528, Worship 
9:30; SS 10:45; Wed Youth 4 pm.

CHurCH OF JESuS CHrIST OF 
LATTEr-DAY SAINTS
Aitkin — Co. Rd. 12, Chapel Ph. 218-927-4454; Gentz 

Franz 217-371-4977; Sacrament Mtg. 10 , SS 11;10 
Priesthood/Relief Society noon

COMMuNITY
Aitkin — Nondenominational; 927-2749; at 219-1st Ave. 

NE., Aitkin, Services Sun.10, 218-927-6959 
Brainerd - Community of Hope Church of the Nazarene- 

Pastor Dave McGaffey Sunday worship at 10:45, SS 
9:30 -16549 Johnson Rd -church phone 218-829-9005 

Glen — Pastor R. F. Stauter, 218-838-1981; Worship 9  
May-Oct.

Grand Rapids — Solid Rock Church of God, Pastor Rob-
ert Kimberling; 218-326-0711; Sun. BS 9:30, Worship 
10:30; Wed. BS 6:30 pm

Jacobson Community Church (the little white church in 
Jacobson). Sun. SS (All ages) 9:30, Worship 10:30; 
Family Time 2nd & 4th Sundays;  Wed. BS 7 pm

Kimberly — Nature Ave. Rev. Rick Perry; Worship 9; Adult 
Bible Study & Sunday School 10:30; 218-927-6256.

McGregor — Amazing Grace Christian Church; Worship 
10; 43242 Hwy. 65 N, 2 mi. N of Hwy. 210 on Hwy. 65. 
Pastor Joel Seibel.

McGregor — Victory Mission, Pastor J. Gould, 218-768-
2160; Sun. 10; Wed. Bible Study, 7:30 pm. 

Merrifield — Community Church of the Nazarene, Pastor 
Ron Christenson; Service 11 & 6 pm.  Wed. Prayer 
Meeting, 7  p.m.; 218-829-7536.

Merrifield — Ossipee Community, SS 9:15; Service 10:30; 
Wed. Bible Study Prayer, 7:00 p.m.

Nisswa — Christ Community Church, Pastor Dave Uhrich; 
Service 10; Fellowship 9:30-10

Outing - Narrows Community Church, (non-denomina-
tional), Pastor Stanley Mikles, 218-792-5530 Worship 
11; Clothes Closet 8 am - noon, second and fourth 
Saturday

Palisade/Waukenabo Twp.  — Hilltop Chapel, Pastor 
B. Hite; Service 10 a.m.; Adult and Children’s SS 9 
a.m.; between Esquagama & Round Lake. Handicap 
Accessible.

Tamarack — Church of Christ, 218-768-3898; Service 
9:30; SS 10:45. 

CONGrEGATIONAL
Aitkin — First (UCC) Rev. Susan Cline; Sun.10; Comm. 1st 

Sun; Council Mtg. 2nd Sun. Spiritual fellowship, Sun. 9.

EPISCOPAL
Aitkin — St. John’s, Rev. Karl E. Bell, Holy Communion 

Service 9

EVANGELICAL FrEE
Crosby — Lifespring Church, 9:30, 30 Hallet Ave NE 

218-545-5433, visitlifespring.com
Crosslake — Interim Pastor Mark Holmen; Call for 

Service Times at 218-692-4141, email thelogchurch@
crosslake.net

Isle — Pastor Kerry Johnston; Worship 9; SS 10:15; Wed. 
Youth Group 6 pm; Adult Prayer 6:30 pm

Malmo — Pastor Glenn Browning; SS 9:30; Fellowship 
10; Worship 10:15; Young Families Fellowship 2nd and 
last Fri. of month, 5 pm

Wright — Pastor Ken Mitchell, 218-426-5115; SS 9:30; 
Worship, 10:30; Thu., Bible Study, 7 pm.

HEBrEw/MESSIANIC
Glen  — Beth Shalom Tabernacle of Truth, Rabi Frank 

Dell, for information 320-684-2804 

LuTHErAN
Aitkin — Bethlehem (ELCA), Rev. Kari Foss; Worship  

9:30; Holy Comm. 1st & 3rd Sun each month.
Aitkin – First* Pastors Darrell Pedersen & Bob Munneke; 

worship Sun., 8:15 am and 10 am; Sunday School 9:45 
am; Wed. 5:30 pm; Sat., 5 p.m; communion every Sat. 

and 1st and 3rd Sun.; contemporary services 2nd and 
5th Sun; nursery staffed; Sunday service broadcast live 
on KKIN (94.3FM) at 10 am and on TV cable channel 
181 at 9 am, Wed; community meal every Mon. and 
Thurs., 5 p.m.; food shelf second and fourth Thurs. each 
month, 9:30 am – 5 pm

Aitkin  —  St. John’s (Missouri Synod), Pastor D. Becker;  
Worship Sun. 9, SS 10

Baxter — Christ Lutheran Church (WELS).  Pastor Bill 
Werth.  Sunday Worship 9.  Sunday School/Adult Bible 
Class 10:15.  13815 Cherrywood Dr. in Baxter. (Corner 
of Inglewood and Cherrywood).  218-829-4105. www.
christbaxter.com. 

Baxter — Prince of Peace (LCMS);  Communion every 
Sunday 9, Fellowship 10:15, Adult Bible Class & Sunday 
School 10:30 am 218-829-7092 www.popbaxter.org  

Beaver Township  — Finnish EA, Hwy. 27, Worship 1st & 
3rd Sun., 10:30.

Brainerd — Good Shepherd Free Lutheran Church- AFLC 
Affiliated, 5878 Pine Beach Road, Pastor Gary Jorgen-
son, 218-824-3052, Sunday School, Confirmation and 
Adult Bible Study at 9, Worship 10, Communion 1st and 
3rd Sunday’s.  Wednesday  7pm. Bible Study.

Brainerd - Laestadian Lutheran Church; 1501 So. 8th St. 
-  Sunday Worship Services 11 am. (www.llchurch.org)   

Brainerd – Trinity Lutheran Church (ELCA) 1420 South 
6th Street Brainerd – Pastor David P. Holte and Pastor 
Hans Anderson - Summer Sunday Worship Time is 
9  a.m. and Wednesday evening at 6 p.m. – Phone: 
218-829-5147 Website: www.trinitybrainerd.org Email: 
trinity@trinitybrainerd.org

Brainerd — Truth Lutheran Church (LCMC, Pastor James 
Walth, Corner of 5th and Kingwood, Worship  9 

Breezy Point* – Eagles Nest, Pastor Jonathan Lemaster, 
218-562-5252, Worship 10:30 a.m.  SS 9:30 a.m. 

Cedar Lake, Norwegian Lutheran — Third Sun 11, 
May - Oct.

Cedarbrook — St. John’s (ELCA), Rev. Sandy Berg-Holte; 
Worship 8:30; SS 9:30; Saturday SS; Holy Comm. 1st 
& 3rd Sun.

Crosby — Immanuel (LCMC, NALC) Rev. Paul Mattson;  
Sun. 9 & 10:30 worship; SS (Sept.-May) 10:40.

Crosby —Zion (LC-MS) Pastor Dean Stolz; Worship 8:30; 
SS 10; Bible Study Wed. 7 pm; handicap accessible. 
218-546-6910

Crosslake —(ELCA), Indoor worship 8:30; Coffee Fellow-
ship 9:30; outdoor worship 10. 218-692-3682.

Crosslake —Mission of the Cross (LCMS), Pastor Leslie 
Uhrinak; Worship 9:30 with every Sunday Communion, 
Fellowship 10:30, Adult Bible Class 11,   218-692-4228, 
www.missionofthecross.org

Deerwood — Salem (ELCA), Pastor Michael Briggs; 
Worship: 8:15 (traditional) & 10 (contemporary); Sunday 
School 9:15.

Garrison — Light of the Cross (ELCA), Pastor Juli 
Sutton-Deem; Worship 9 SS 9; 320-692-4773 or 877-
406-9101. 

Garrison — Shepherd of the Lake (LCMS), Rev. Tom 
Peterson.  Worship 10 with communion 1st, 3rd & 5th 
Sundays. Adult Bible Study 8:30am, Sunday School 
Sept-May, 8:30am. Fellowship 11am.  320-692-4581. 
www.shepherdofthelake.org.

Giese — Immanuel, Rev. R. Langhorst & Rev. R. Lovaas; 
Worship 9; SS 10; Holy Communion 1st Sun. of month 
8:45.

Hill City — Trinity, (Missouri Synod), Pastor M. Eckert; 
Worship 9; Bible Study 10:15.

Hillman — Immanuel, (ELCA) Pastor Jean Megorden; 
Sun. Worship 9:30, SS 10. Located on the corner of 
Hwy. 27 and Co. Rd. 47. (Handicap accessible)

Iron Hub — Immanuel (LC-MS), Pastor Dean Stolz; 
Worship 10:30; 218-534-3069. 

Isle — Faith (ELCA), Interim Pastor Rev. Henry French; 
Worship 9:30; handicapped accessible. 

Isle — Holden (ELCA), SS 9:30; Worship 10:30. 
Isle — Trinity (Missouri Synod), Rev. Mark Maunula; Wor-

ship 8:30; Fellowship follows; SS 9:45; Adult Bible 10.
Jacobson — Carmel, Vicar Mark Wagner; SS 1st & 3rd 

Sun. 10, Service 11, fellowship follows.
Malmo  — Bethesda (ELCA Sun. Worship 8:30 & 10; 

Fellowship between services; Comm. 1st & 3rd Sun.

McGrath — Grace; Wed. potluck 5 pm, Bible study 6 p.m.; 
SS 10; Worship 11.

McGrath  —  Zion (ELCA), Pastor Elliott Malm; Worship 
9; SS 9.

McGregor/Big Sandy Lake — Grace Lutheran Log Church 
(ELCA), Pastor Ericka Foss; Worship 9, Fellowship 
follows, SS 10.

McGregor — Our Savior’s (Missouri Synod), Pastor 
Joshua C. Reinke; Worship 9; SS 10; Bible Study Tue. 
9, Wed. 7 pm

Outing — Our Saviors ELCA;  Pastor Michael Gustafson, 
Worship 9.

Palisade* — Bethel (ELCA), Rev. Wm. J. Sass; Worship 
9:30; Wed . School classes 4:15 p.m.

Pequot Lakes* - Our Savior’s Lutheran Church (ELCA)  
Rev. Peter Rosenkvist, Worship 9:00 a.m.  SS  9:15 am. 
Adult Ed – 10:15 am.   Wed. Worship 5:45 pm.  Free 
Community Supper Wednesdays at 5: pm.

Rossburg  — Bethesda (ELCA), Rev. Sandy Berg-Holte; 
Worship 10:30; SS 2nd & 4th Sundays 10:30; Comm. 
1st & 3rd Sunday each month.

Tamarack (AFLC) —  Pastor Ron Staudinger; 1st, 3rd and 
4th Sundays 10 am; 41163 Kestrel Ave 3.3 mi. South 
of Hwy 210 

Thor — Zion, Pastor G. Salmonson; Worship 11; 1st and 
3rd Sun. April through December.

Wright —Bethlehem, Worship; SS 9.
Wright —  St. John’s (Missouri Synod), Pastor Joshua 

Reinke; Worship 10:30; Bible Study and Sunday School 
Sun. 9:30;  Lent services Wed. 5:30 pm.

PENTECOSTAL
Emily — Cornerstone Church; Pastor Earl Ready; Worship 

10, 41536 Birchwood Drive, Emily; 218-763-2939. 
Ironton — Iron Range Christian Center; Pastor Dwight 

Semler; 218-546-6523; meeting at Irondale Town 
Hall*, Co. Rd. 12, (Deerwood Shortcut); Worship 10 
& Wed. 7 pm.

Tamarack — Warriors of the Rainbow Mishtry, Pastors 
Ken and Ron Fairbanks, Sat. 11. 218-768-3585

PrESBYTErIAN
Crosslake — Pastor Kate Stangl; Worship Memorial 

Day-Labor Day at 9:30; Worship September to May at 
10:15 ; Bible Study Wednesdays at 10;14444 Daggett 
Pine Rd. 218-692-4769

McGrath — Calvary, Pastor - Todd Oltmann; Worship 9.
McGregor/Round Lake — Pastor Talley; Worship Sat. 

5 pm.
Tamarack  — First, Rev. J. Yingling; Worship 11. 

SEVENTH DAY ADVENTIST
Aitkin — Pastor J. Scoggins; Worship, Sat. 9:10; Sabbath 

School 10:30; Prayer Mtg. Tue. 7 p.m.; www.aitkinadven-
tist.org; 218-927-4107

uNITArIAN uNIVErSALIST
Pequot Lakes — 28877 State Hwy 371, Pequot Lakes 

10:30 1st and 4th Sundays.  218-330-3476

uNITED METHODIST
Aitkin — Pastor Dawn Houser; high school & adult SS 

9; Worship 10:30; fellowship follows; handicapped 
accessible.

Crosby/Deerwood — Cascade, Rev. Brian Hazard; Wor-
ship 9:45; fellowship follows.

Cutler — Pine Lake Chapel, Rev. Laurence Foote;  Wor-
ship 9. 

Cromwell — Pastor Tim Homstad; Worship 10; SS 9
Emily — Pastor Dawn Houser; Worship 8:45; fellowship 

follows; handicapped accessible.
Fleming--(Northern Lights Parish) SS 9:15; Worship 

10:30; fellowship follows; handicapped accessible.
Hill City — Pastor Roger Lynn; Worship 10 
McGregor--(Northern Lights Parish) Worship 8:45; fellow-

ship follows; handicapped accessible.
Onamia — Pastor Rick & Judy Wilder; Worship 11; fel-

lowship 10; 2 blks north of Post Office; handicap ramp; 
320-532-3150; office: 218-546-7656; cell:  218-360-1947

wESLEYAN
Emily — Rev. Jeff Drake; Worship 9; Friendship Time 10; 

SS 10:30; Wed. Activities 6:30 p.m.;  218-763-HOPE.
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obituaries
Ovedia Lutjen

Ovedia C. Lutjen, 95, of 
Crosby died on Sunday, 
February 5, 2017 at the 
Cuyuna Regional Care Cen-
ter in Crosby.

Memorial services will be 
held at 1:00 p.m. on Sat-
urday, February 11, 2017 

at the Koop Funeral Home in Crosby.  Burial 
will be at the Union Cemetery in Long Lake at 
later date.  Visitation will be one hour prior to 
the services at the funeral home on Saturday.

She was born on January 22, 1922 in Reyn-
olds, ND to Edward and Olga (Leen) Dewey.  

Ovedia is survived by her daughter and son-
in-law, Shirley and Brooks Martin of Merrifield; 
one grandchild, three great grandchildren and 
four great-great grandchildren.

She was preceded in death by her parents; 
husband, Fredrick; two brothers: Ray and 
Jerry Dewey.

Arrangements were with the Koop Funeral 
Home of Crosby.

jOhn eLLis
John Roger Ellis, 94, of 

Aitkin formerly of Palisade 
died Sunday, February 5, 
2017 at the Aicota Health 
Care Center in Aitkin.

A funeral service will be 
held Monday, February 13, 
2017 at 11 a.m. from the 

Sorensen-Root-Thompson Fu-
neral Home in Aitkin with Rev. 
Barry Hite and Rev. Charles 
Carlson officiating. Visitation 

will be Sunday from 4 to7 p.m. at the funeral 
home and also one hour prior to the service. 
Burial will be in the Waukenabo Cemetery. 
Military honors will be provided by the Palisade 
VFW Post.

He was born February 13, 1922 at Waukena-
bo Township of Aitkin County, to James and 
Emmalissa (James) Ellis. He grew up and 
attended schools in Waukenabo Township. 
He then worked for a time in the Civilian 
Conservation Corps. He joined the U.S. Army 
and served during WW II. Upon his discharge, 
he went to the Dakotas where he worked for 
a time and then went to work for the Quaker 

Oats Company in Cedar Rapids, Iowa. He 
married Donna Loraine Schoonmaker on June 
7, 1952 in Aitkin. The lived in Cedar Rapids for 
three years and then moved to the Palisade 
area where they have lived most of their mar-
ried life. John worked for the McGarry Con-
struction Company for a time and then went to 
work in the mines at Crosby for 15 years. He 
then went to work for the Coop station in Pal-
isade as a mechanic and worked there for 15 
years before he retired. He then worked in the 
rice paddies, after he had retired. He moved 
to the Aicota Health Care Center the day after 
Thanksgiving of 2016. He enjoyed hunting, 
reading, walking and mowing the lawn.

He is survived by his wife, Donna Ellis, Aitkin; 
sons and daughters-in-law: Wesley and Deb 
Ellis, Nisswa; William and Lynn Ellis, Zimmer-
man; James Ellis of Palisade; Raymond and 
Irene Ellis, Nisswa; 11 grandchildren and 16 
great-grandchildren. 

He was preceded in death by his parents, 
five brothers and three sisters.

A r r a n g e m e n t s  a r e  w i t h  t h e  S o -
rensen-Root-Thompson Funeral Home in 
Aitkin. www.srtfuneral.com. 

irma stiner
Irma L. Stiner, 96, of Emily 

died on Friday, February 3, 
2017 at her home.

Graveside services were 
held on Wednesday, Feb-
ruary 8, 2017 at Pine Ridge 
Cemetery in Emily.  Follow-
ing the graveside service,  

a memorial service was held at The Narrows 
Community Church in Outing.

She was born to David and Katie (Getz) Beck 
on May 5, 1920 in Flat Branch Township, Shel-
by County, IL.  She married Frederick Stiner on 

March 19, 1938 in Bowling Green, MO.  
She is survived by daughters and sons-in-

law: Patricia and Brad Watson, Motley; and 
Cheryl and Melvin Chapman, Emily; 11grand-
children, 39 great-grandchildren and 41 great-
great grandchildren.

Preceding Irma in death were her parents; 
husband, Fred; two sons: Roger and Gary 
Stiner; one grandson, Rex Stiner; two great- 
grandsons (twins); one great-great grand-
daughter; and three sisters.

 Arrangements were with the Koop Funeral 
Home in Crosby.
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Frigidaire
White-Westinghouse

Gibson
Kelvinator

Tappan 
Electrolux

Asko

  

Maytag
KitchenAid 

Amana
Jenn-Air

Roper
Whirlpool
Crosley

Amana Commercial Products
Frigidaire Commercial Products 
Kelvinator Commercial Products
Electrolux Commercial Products

Authorized
Platinum

Star Service
Serving All Makes • Over 35 Years Experience

jlblak@embarqmail.com

LegaL 
Notice

(Published in NewsHopper
 Sat., Feb. 4 and 11, 2017)
 Libby Township 
board of audiT 
The Libby Township Board 

of Audit will be held at the 
Palisade Community Center 
on Wednesday, February 15, 
2017 at 1:00 p.m. 

Dated this 30th day 
of January, 2017

Jane Grimsbo Jewett, clerk 
Libby Township

2.0

obituaries

Quality Homes • Additions • Cottages • Garages 
• Farm Buildings • Storage Sheds • Decks • Porches

• Remodeling Plywood • Lumber • Roofing
• Insulation • Hardware • Millwork • Fencing

We NOW have… Seamless Gutters
Monday - Friday
7:30 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Saturday
8 a.m. - 1 p.m.

Your 
building 
materials 
headquarters

401 Minn. Ave. N., Aitkin
Across from Security State Bank

Brandon Harwig
Brandon Russell Harwig, 

21, of Crosby died Friday, 
February 3, 2017 at the 
Cuyuna Regional Medical 
Center in Crosby.

A funeral service will be 
held Saturday, February 11, 
2017 at 11 a.m. from the 

Journey North Church in Aitkin with Rev. Wil-
liam Sass officiating. Visitation will be Friday 
from 5 to 8 p.m. at the Sorensen-Root-Thomp-
son Funeral Home in Aitkin and also one hour 
prior to the service at the church. Burial will 
be in the Pine Grove Cemetery near Palisade.

He was born March 14, 1995 in Aitkin, to 
Joseph Harwig and Melissa Cutter. He grew 
up and attended the Palisade school and then 
the Crosby Schools where he graduated from 
High School in 2013. He then started working 
in the construction industry and worked as 
a union laborer. He enjoyed hunting, fishing, 

4 wheeling, snowmobiling, motorcycles, 
snowboarding, skateboarding, working with 
his hands and was always busy fixing things.

He is survived by his mother, Melissa Cutter, 
Crosby; father and step-mother, Joseph and 
Jodi Harwig, Palisade; brother and sisters: 
Paige Harwig, Brook Harwig, Logan Decent, 
Nevaeh Cutter all of Crosby; Elizabeth Harwig, 
Palisade; Natalie Halvorson, Aitkin; grandpar-
ents: Russell and Sandy Cutter, Crosby; Linda 
Harwig, Palisade; Roy Harwig, Olathe, Kansas; 
great grandparents: Yvonne and LeRoy San-
vig, Deerwood; girlfriend: Brandi Hallin,Ironton 
and a number of aunts and uncles.

 He was preceded in death by his great 
grandparents, Lamberth Mindrum and Lor-
raine Mindrum and brother, Luke Joseph 
Harwig.

A r r a n g e m e n t s  a r e  w i t h  t h e  S o -
rensen-Root-Thompson Funeral Home in 
Aitkin. www.srtfuneral.com 

dawn EspEsEtH
Dawn S. Espeseth, 63, of 

Aitkin died Friday, February 
3, 2017 at St. Joseph’s 
Medical Center in Brainerd.

Funeral services were held 
Friday, February 10, 2017 
at 11 a.m. from First Lu-
theran Church in Aitkin with 

Rev. Darrell Pedersen officiating. Visitation 
was Thursday from 4 to 7 p.m. at the So-
rensen-Root-Thompson Funeral Home and 
also one hour prior to the service at the church. 
Burial will be in the Rabbit Lake Cemetery. 

She was born October 10, 1953 in Aitkin to 
Paul and Phyllis (Pavek) Hyytinen. She grew 
up and attended schools in Aitkin graduating 
from the Aitkin High School in 1971. She mar-
ried Larry Espeseth on November 7, 1970 at 
First Lutheran Church in Aitkin. They lived in 
Minneapolis and Anoka for a time and then 

returned to Aitkin in 1975 and have lived here 
since. Dawn worked with her husband in the 
masonry business for all of these years taking 
care of all of the office and book work that 
needed to be done. She enjoyed gardening, 
sewing and reading. 

She is survived by her husband, Larry Es-
peseth, Aitkin; sons and daughters-in-law: 
Troy and Ann Espeseth; Jason and Kelli 
Espeseth all of Aitkin; seven grandchildren; 2 
great-grandchildren; sister, Diane Landstad, 
Aitkin; brother, Craig Hyytinen, Aitkin.

She was preceded in death by her parents, 
Paul and Phyllis Hyytinen; brother, Gary Hyyt-
inen and father-in-law and-mother-in-law, 
Oscar and Alice Espeseth.

A r rangements  we re  w i th  the  So-
rensen-Root-Thompson Funeral Home of 
Aitkin. Go to www.srtfuneral.com to sign the 
online guest register.

A 21-year-old 
Crosby man was 
killed on Friday, 
February 3 in a 
snowmobile ac-
cident.

T h e  C r o w 
Wing County 
Sheriff’s Office 
r epo r t ed  t he 
crash occurred 
about 4:10 p.m. 
on the 23000 
block of County 
Highway 31.

Brandon Rus-
sell Harwig of 
C r o s by,  wa s 
traveling south-

bound in the ditch of County 
Highway 31 south of Cuyuna, 
when he struck an approach, 
causing the snowmobile to 
catapult through the air and 
collide with some trees. 

Harwig was riding with a 
friend, who found Harwig 
after the accident and then 
called 911.  

Harwig was transported to 
the Crosby Regional Medical 
Center where he was pro-
nounced dead.  

The Crow Wing County 
Sheriff’s Office was assisted 
by the MN State Patrol, Deer-
wood Police, and the Crosby 
Police. 

Crosby man dies on snowmobile

A simple memorial has been erected on 
the site where Brandon Harwig was killed 
on February 3, south of Cuyuna.

encumber them with unnec-
essary regulations.”

Lueck received the ap-

pointment  f rom House 
Speaker Rep. Kurt Daudt, 
R-Crown.

State Rep. Dale Lueck, 
R-Aitkin, has been appoint-
ed to a task force which 
addresses issues related to 
materials which literally pro-
vide the foundation for our 
everyday lives but often are 
overlooked.

The task force is official-
ly known as the Aggregate 
Resources Task Force. It was 
created in 1998 to examine 
sustainable management of 
materials such as sand, grav-
el, clay, earth and bedrock. 
These substances are used to 
construct our transportation 
infrastructure, homes, offices, 
schools, factories and more.

Reports indicate the state-
wide annual demand for 
aggregates is over 50 million 
tons per year, an increase of 
about 50 percent since the 
early 1980s. That increase has 
outpaced previous projec-
tions, tapping mines sooner 
and causing mine operators 
to seek resources farther from 
where they are needed.

“Just look at what is hap-
pening right now in the north 
metro,” said Lueck, who also 
is vice chairman of the House 
Subcommittee on Mining, 
Forestry and Tourism. “They 
are moving farther and farther 
north to find aggregate for 
construction projects. We 
must be strategic on how 
we manage these important 

resources and it starts with 
knowing what is there and 
understanding what the de-
mand will be in the future.”

The task force must study 
and provide recommenda-
tions to the Legislature prior 
by June 30, 2018. By law, the 
report must address:

The Department of Natural 
Resources’ and Metropolitan 
Council’s aggregate mapping 
progress and needs.

The effectiveness of recent 
aggregate tax legislation and 
the use of the revenues col-

lected by counties.
The use of state funds to 

preserve aggregate reserves.
Local land use and permit-

ting issues, environmental 
review requirements, and the 
impacts of other state regula-
tions on aggregate reserves.

“We need a balanced ap-
proach,” said Lueck, who in 
2016 successfully authored 
legislation to extend the task 
force instead of allowing it to 
statutorily sunset. “We must 
ensure access and availability 
of these materials and not 

Lueck named to task force which examines aggregate issues

The Aitkin High School media center was full of well-wishers for Bev Rueger at her retire-
ment party on January 26. Shown flanked by Superintendent Bernie Novak, left, Rueger, and 
former Superintendent Dr. Ed Anderson, right. Rueger started working for Superintendent 
Oliver Bakken in 1962. She also worked for Vernal Madsen, 66-71; Patrick DeSutter, 71-84; 
Anderson, 84-2005 and Novak, 2005 to present. Bev is known for always having a smile for 
everyone and helping out in every way possible.

Rueger retires after over 50 years 

Superintendent Bernie No-
vak said in an interview he’ll 
be retiring as Aitkin’s Superin-
tendent of Schools this year, 
after a 12-year stint.

“I’ve had 35 years work-
ing in education -- 18 as an 
elementary  teacher and 17 
as an administrator,” said No-
vak. He and his wife decided 
it was a good time to step 
down, he said.

Originally, Novak was 

going to serve on more year 
and help the school board 
through decisions about new 
or remodeled facilities. The 
facility process is in a holding 
pattern now. The next step 
is to compile the results of 
a survey of area residents 
and then the board to hold a 
work session and decide on 
next steps.

Novak said his is not cur-
rently seeking a full-time job 

in education nor planning 
to leave the Aitkin area right 
away. He and his wife have 
a large family with a few 
children left in college who 
like to come home for visits. 
“In four years with everyone 
done with college, things 
could change. Will we stay in 
the big house we have now 
or downsize or move? I’m 
not sure.”

Novak said he will be 
doing something but is not 
sure the direction the end of 
his career will take -- maybe 
serving in interim roles.

Superintendent Novak also to retire

A group of young people 
found a bank bag of money 
near the Washington Street 
Bridge in Brainerd recently.

They turned the bag into 
the Brainerd Police Depart-
ment, who found the owner 
and returned it. Data privacy 
does not allow the police to 

reveal the name of the owner.
Helping with good deed 

were Drew Nordean, Brain-
erd; Matthew Vankeulen, 
Ghent; Samuel Peterson, Ait-
kin; Jeffrey Mcarthur, Baxter 
and Thomas Hice of Baxter. 
The young men are aged 18 
and 19.

Honest young 
people return money

The City of Crosby condemned a house at 908 Poplar Street in Crosby on Monday, February 
6.  It was determined that the interior of the home was not fit for habitation, due to cleanli-
ness and no running water. Crosby and Deewood police officers, with the assistance of the 
Humane Society, removed 27 cats from the home. 

Home condemned, 27 cats removed
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ExErcisE

NEW IN BOX -  Shaun T 
Beachbody CIZE Aero-
bic Dance Workouts on 6 
DVDs, call 218-546-6221 
leave message with phone 
number. tfn

Gold, silvEr coins
 

G o l d  S i l v e r  &  C o i n s  
O r i g i n a l  C o i n  S h o p  
East Brainerd next to SA  
near McDonald’s & Cub 
218-537-0190   21 -tfn 

Golf

Golf Cart Batteries in stock 
$119 .99  w/exchange .  
Riley’s NAPA Aitkin 927-
2153  tfn

HEaltH & MEdical

CASH PAID for unexpired, 
sealed DIABETIC TEST 
STRIPS! 1 DAY PAYMENT 
& PREPAID shipping. HIGH-
EST PRICES! Call 1-888-
389-0695. www.cash4dia-
beticsupplies.com (MCN)
Free Pills! Viagra!! Call today 
to find out how to get your 
free Pills! Price too low to 
Mention! Call today 1-877-
560-0997 (MCN)
Viagra!! 52 Pills for Only 
$99.00! Your #1 trusted pro-
vider for 10 years. Insured 
and Guaranteed Delivery. 
Call today 1-888-403-7751 
(MCN)
Chronic Pain? Back or 
joint pain, arthritis? Recent 
Medicare/health coverage 
changes may benefit you! 
Products are little to NO 
COST, if qualified. FREE 
Shipping. Accredited Pain 
Specialists. CALL 1- 800-
950-0213 (MCN)

   
announcEMEnts

 
Affrd. COUrT plAns-sAVE!
Bankruptcy debt relief $956*

divorce/Custody $570*
Criminal /dUI starting at $330*

*court fees additional
218-828-4483  

  
atvs

 
ATV Battery Sale 14A-A2 at 
$44.99  w/ exchange Riley 
Auto Supply - NAPA, Aitkin, 
218-927-2153. tfn

autoMotivE
 

Auto Batteries starting a 
$59.99 / exchange Riley 
Auto Supply - NAPA, Aitkin, 
218-927-2153. tfn 
PARTS: Radiators & Gas 
Tanks, over 100 in stock. 
Riley Auto Supply - NAPA, 
Aitkin, 218-927-2153. tfn

DONATE  YOUR CAR, 
TRUCK OR BOAT TO HER-
ITAGE FOR THE BLIND. 
Free 3 Day Vacation, Tax 
Deductible, Free Towing, 
All Paperwork Taken Care 
Of. 1-800-283-0205 (MCN)
DONATE YOUR CAR TO 
CHARITY. Receive maxi-
mum value of write off for 
your taxes. Running or not!  
All conditions accepted. 
Free pickup. Call for details. 
855-752-6680 (MCN)
MOTORCYCLES:  TOP 
CASH PAID! For Old Motor-
cycles! 1900-1979. DEAD 
OR ALIVE!  920-371-0494 
(MCN)

Boats & MarinE

Marine Starting Batteries 
$49.99 with exchange Riley 
NAPA Aitkin 218-927-2153   
w21-tfn

 
dElivEry / sHippinG

FedEx & SpeeDee shipping 
service. Riley Auto Supply 
- NAPA, Aitkin, 218-927-
2153. tfn

HEaltH & MEdical 
cont.

ATTENTION: VIAGRA AND 
CIALIS USERS! A cheaper 
alternative to high drugstore 
prices! 50 Pill Special - $99 
FREE Shipping! 100 Percent 
Guaranteed. CALL NOW: 
1-800-795-9687 (MCN)
LIVING WITH KNEE OR 
BACK PAIN?  Medicare 
recipients may qualify to 
receive a pain relieving 
brace at little or no cost. Call 
now! 844-668-4578 (MCN)
Stop OVERPAYING for your 
prescriptions! SAVE! Call our 
licensed Canadian and Inter-
national pharmacy, compare 
prices and get $25.00 OFF 
your first prescription! CALL 
1-800-263-4059 Promo 
Code CDC201625 (MCN)
OXYGEN - Anytime.  Any-
where. No tanks to refill. 
No deliveries. The  All-New 
Inogen One G4 is only 2.8 
pounds! FAA approved! 
FREE info kit: 844-852-7448 
(MCN)
Got Knee Pain? Back 
Pain? Shoulder Pain? Get a 
pain-relieving brace at little 
or NO cost to you. Medi-
care Patients Call Health 
Hotline Now! 1- 800-604-
2613 (MCN)

HElp WantEd
 

Office Administrator, part-
time, 16 hours per week, 
McGregor UM Church seeks 
part-time office adminis-
trator with computer skills 
necessary. $10-$11/hour 
Contact Jackie Dilley 218-
839-2241   w06

MiscEllanEous

ADT Security protects your 
home & family from “what if” 
scenarios. Fire, flood, bur-
glary or carbon monoxide, 
ADT provides 24/7 security. 
Don’t wait! Call Now! 1-888-
607-9294 (MCN)

MiscEllanEous

cont.
GET HELP NOW! One 
Button Senior Medical Alert. 
Falls, Fires & Emergencies 
happen. 24/7 Protection. 
Only $14.99/mo. Call NOW 
1-888-840-7541 (MCN)
ALL THINGS BASEMENTY! 
Basement Systems Inc. Call 
us for all of your basement 
needs! Waterproofing, Fin-
ishing, Structural Repairs, 
Humidity and Mold Con-
trol. FREE ESTIMATES! Call 
1-800-640-8195 (MCN)
FAST Internet! HughesNet 
Satellite Internet. High-
Speed. Available Anywhere! 
Speeds to 15 mbps. Starting 
at $59.99/mp. Call for Lim-
ited Time Price! 844-292-
0678 (MCN)
SWITCH TO DIRECTV. From 
$50/Month, includes FREE 
Genie HD/DVR # 3 months 
HBO, SHOWTIME, CINE-
MAX, STARZ. Get a $50 Gift 
Card. Call 877-894-5275 
(MCN)
Spectrum Triple Play: TV, 
Internet & Voice for $29.99 
ea. 60 MB per second 
speed. No contract or com-
mitment. We buy your exist-
ing contract up to $500! 
1-800-919-3588 (MCN)

pEt sErvicEs
 

DOGPATCH- Expert groom-
ing and boarding. We now 
carry Retail Products for 
your dog and cat. 218-927-
4353 

rEntals  
1-Bedroom Apartments 
Available NOW! Current 
Availability in Aitkin and Hill 
City. Income based, ALL 
Utilities included. For more 
information or to tour our 
buildings please contact the 
Aitkin County HRA at 215 
3rd St. SE, Aitkin, MN 56431 
or call 218-927-2151  w05

sErvicEs

CUYUNA COMPUTER 
REPAIR AND MORE does 
computer repair, tablet 
cell phone repair, printing, 
faxing, and sale odds and 
ends, makes address labels, 
cards, business cards, and 
more. Call about our ser-
vices 218-546-2717 or web 
mkt.com/aaronspcsolutions 
LOCATED 115 3rd ave SW 
#202 Crosby, MN above 
Cycle, Path and Paddle w05

Thank you for your order!
Please make check payable to the nEWsHoppEr

nEWsHoppEr Classified Order Form

Name _________________________________________________________

Address _______________________________________________________

City ___________________________ State  ________ Zip _____________
All ads must reach our office no later than Noon on Monday with payment. 

Please type or print clearly. Your ad will be printed as you write it.

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________  

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

Classified Rates
# of issues
q 75¢ per word one issue (10 word minimum)
q 70¢ per word, per week for two issues (10 word minimum)
q 65¢ per word, per week for three to twelve issues (10 word minimum)
q 55¢ per word, per week for thirteen or more issues (10 word minimum)
Add $1.00 each for bold type and/or CAPITALIZED type, whether one word or all words in your classified ad.  
Add $12.00 for your logo, artwork or photo! (1/2" tall x 1 1/2" wide  printed maximum size)
Add $2.00 for one of our sixteen eye catching graphics: 4 8 - = > a b , . / $ % ^ O P J 

To Figure the Cost of Your Ad
Number of Words ________________

Rate per Word x _______________

Additional Costs + ______________

Total Per Week ________________

Number of Weeks x _______________

TOTAL COST OF AD ________________

We are not responsible for error due to illegible 
copy or missing punctuation.  Punctuation does 
not count as a word. Each phone number, e-mail 

and web address counts as one word.

nEWsHoppEr TM

PO Box 562
Ironton, MN 56455

Send
to:

As Low as $5.50 
per issue for 

13 or more issues 
(10 word minimum)

www.NewsHopper.net • hopper@crosbyironton.net 
218-772-0300

Add a photo for 
$12.00 per issue

Tell ‘em 
you saw it

 in the 
nEWsHoppEr

Deadlines are 
Mondays at Noon

nEWsHoppEr 
Deadlines are 

Mondays at Noon

 
trailErs

Utility Trailer brake & 
suspension parts in 
stock. Riley Auto 
Supply, NAPA Aitkin 
218-927-2153 w30

 
WantEd

  
We buy old batteries: auto 
size $6.00, 8D $24.00 Riley 
Auto - NAPA Aitkin 218-
927-2153
Wanted to buy an older, 
smal ler  Singer sewing 
machine 218-829-2256 w12

Wanted: Freelance Reporter 
must have experience and be familiar with 
AP and Chicago Style.  Send cover letter, 

resume and writing samples to 
hopper@crosbyironton.net

Your newspaper has agreed to participate in the Minnesota Display Ad Network program by running 
these ads in the main news section of your newspaper (not the classified section of your newspaper). 
At times, advertisers may request a specific section.  However, the decision is ultimately up to each 
newspaper. Ads may need to be decreased/increased slightly in size to fit your column sizes. Please 
do not bill for these ads. If you have questions, please call MNA at 800/279-2979.  Thank you.

The
Minnesota

Display Ad
Network

2x2, 2x4 & 2x8 ads to run ONE TIME, the week beginning 2/12/2017 North

AVCAM.org

A:
 Not to a thief. Older cars are 
the easiest targets. 

Lock Your Car. Take Your Keys.

Q: Is your car a 
piece of junk?

Report Auto Theft: 1-800-359-HEAT

Call Linda for more details at 866.676.6501 
or www.driveforcardinal.com 

 Cardinal Logistics 
Locations In: Sauk Centre and Thief River Falls,

EEO/AAA/m/f/Vets/Disabled

IF YOU LIKE THE GREAT OUTDOORS THIS IS THE JOB FOR YOU. 
CDL DRIVERS WANTED

• 12 months CDL A Experience 
• 23 years of age 
• Clean MVR & DAC
• Tanker experience a plus but  
  not required -Will Train

Compensation:  
• .44 per mile, 
• $11.75 per farm stop 
• $14.90 each 
   Wash Out/Drop & Hook 

 Benefi ts/Vacation/Holiday

S4
-3

B-
RB

Switch to DIRECTV and lock in your 
TV price at $50/month for 2 years when 

you have AT&T Wireless!

IVS 855-419-4050
CALL NOW and ask about Next Day Installation.

INCLUDES:
SELECT™ All-Included Package – 
Over 145 Channels
Monthly fees for a Genie®  HD DVR 
and 3 add’l receivers

PLUS:

‡

$5000SAVE
over 

40%̂ MO.
plus taxes

for 24 months
w/24-mo. TV agmt & 

qualifying AT&T Wireless*

Reqs AT&T postpaid svc on elig. plan (excl. Lifeline & Residential Wireless) on a smartphone or phone (excl. Wireless Home Phone). Svcs: Svc addresses must match. 
To be elig. for 2nd-yr price guarantee both services must remain active & in good standing during 2nd year. Price Guarantee: TV pkg only. After 24 mos. Or loss of 
eligibility, then-prevailing monthly rate for All-Included TV Pkg applies, unless customer calls to cancel/change service prior to the end of 24 mos. Price excludes taxes, 
equipment upgrades/add-ons and other chrgs. Some offers may not be available through all channels and in select areas. See att.com/directv. DIRECTV SVC TERMS: 
Subject to Equipment Lease & Customer Agreements. Must maintain a min. base TV pkg of $29.99/mo. Add’l Fees & Terms: $19.95 Handling & Delivery fee may apply. 
Programming, pricing, terms and conditions subject to change at any time. Visit directv.com/legal or call for details. PREMIUM MOVIES OFFER: After 3 mos., 
then-prevailing rate for all four (4) premium movie pkgs applies (currently $53.99/mo.) unless canceled or changed by customer prior to end of the promotional period. 
Expires 4/21/17.

High-Speed Internet provider varies by market.

ASK ABOUT

OUR NATIONW
IDE

BUNDLING!
DIRECTV

SUPERFAST

INTERNET
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these ads in the main news section of your newspaper (not the classified section of your newspaper). 
At times, advertisers may request a specific section.  However, the decision is ultimately up to each 
newspaper. Ads may need to be decreased/increased slightly in size to fit your column sizes. Please 
do not bill for these ads. If you have questions, please call MNA at 800/279-2979.  Thank you.

The
Minnesota

Display Ad
Network

2x2, 2x4 & 2x8 ads to run ONE TIME, the week beginning 2/12/2017 North

AVCAM.org

A:
 Not to a thief. Older cars are 
the easiest targets. 

Lock Your Car. Take Your Keys.

Q: Is your car a 
piece of junk?

Report Auto Theft: 1-800-359-HEAT

Call Linda for more details at 866.676.6501 
or www.driveforcardinal.com 

 Cardinal Logistics 
Locations In: Sauk Centre and Thief River Falls,

EEO/AAA/m/f/Vets/Disabled

IF YOU LIKE THE GREAT OUTDOORS THIS IS THE JOB FOR YOU. 
CDL DRIVERS WANTED

• 12 months CDL A Experience 
• 23 years of age 
• Clean MVR & DAC
• Tanker experience a plus but  
  not required -Will Train

Compensation:  
• .44 per mile, 
• $11.75 per farm stop 
• $14.90 each 
   Wash Out/Drop & Hook 

 Benefi ts/Vacation/Holiday

S4
-3

B-
RB

Switch to DIRECTV and lock in your 
TV price at $50/month for 2 years when 

you have AT&T Wireless!

IVS 855-419-4050
CALL NOW and ask about Next Day Installation.

INCLUDES:
SELECT™ All-Included Package – 
Over 145 Channels
Monthly fees for a Genie®  HD DVR 
and 3 add’l receivers

PLUS:

‡

$5000SAVE
over 

40%̂ MO.
plus taxes

for 24 months
w/24-mo. TV agmt & 

qualifying AT&T Wireless*

Reqs AT&T postpaid svc on elig. plan (excl. Lifeline & Residential Wireless) on a smartphone or phone (excl. Wireless Home Phone). Svcs: Svc addresses must match. 
To be elig. for 2nd-yr price guarantee both services must remain active & in good standing during 2nd year. Price Guarantee: TV pkg only. After 24 mos. Or loss of 
eligibility, then-prevailing monthly rate for All-Included TV Pkg applies, unless customer calls to cancel/change service prior to the end of 24 mos. Price excludes taxes, 
equipment upgrades/add-ons and other chrgs. Some offers may not be available through all channels and in select areas. See att.com/directv. DIRECTV SVC TERMS: 
Subject to Equipment Lease & Customer Agreements. Must maintain a min. base TV pkg of $29.99/mo. Add’l Fees & Terms: $19.95 Handling & Delivery fee may apply. 
Programming, pricing, terms and conditions subject to change at any time. Visit directv.com/legal or call for details. PREMIUM MOVIES OFFER: After 3 mos., 
then-prevailing rate for all four (4) premium movie pkgs applies (currently $53.99/mo.) unless canceled or changed by customer prior to end of the promotional period. 
Expires 4/21/17.

High-Speed Internet provider varies by market.

ASK ABOUT

OUR NATIONWIDE

BUNDLING!

DIRECTV

SUPERFAST

INTERNET

                                     Week of February 12, 2017             
          STATEWIDE      Central     South     North     Metro   

CARETAKER COUPLE WANTED 
St. Louis Park, MN. Great opportunity 
to live in a quiet, well-cared for Con-
dominium building of 128 units. Great 
location. Salary, 2-bedroom condo, 
some utilities paid. General mainte-
nance, cleaning and good computer skills 
required. Need to exercise good interper-
sonal skills, good judgment and initiative 
when dealing with vendors, residents and 
their visitors. Couples only need apply. 
Email resume to spfeiffer@gassen.com
Gassen Company 6438 City West 
Parkway, Eden Prairie, MN 55344

RAILROAD 
VEGETATION CONTROL: 

Full-time traveling opportunity, 60-80 
hours/week, $13-$15/hour starting, meal 
allowance, paid lodging, 95% paid health/
dental, 401(k) & paid time off. RAW, 
Inc. in Cooperstown, ND 888/700-0292 
i n f o @ r a w a p p l i c a t o r s . c o m 
w w w . r a w a p p l i c a t o r s . c o m

NOW HIRING! 
Local representatives needed for place-
ment and supervision of foreign exchange 
students within your community & school. 
To apply, contact Heidi at 605/228-6180
or hmorlock69@yahoo.com

JOHNSON FARMS TRUCKING 
Wallhalla, ND is looking for OTR 
drivers and owner operators. Drivers 
making $60,000+. New 2015 trucks! 
No Northeast runs. Call 800/437-5349

FREON 12 WANTED: 
R12 collecting dust in your garage? We 
pay CA$H for R12. Cylinders or case 
of cans. EPA certifi ed 312/291-9169
s e l l @ r e f r i g e r a n t f i n d e r s . c o m

DRIVE WITH UBER 
No experience is required, but you’ll 
need a Smartphone. It’s fun and easy. For 
more information, call: 800/912-3649

GOT KNEE PAIN? 
Back Pain? Shoulder Pain? Get a 
pain-relieving brace - little or no 
cost to you. Medicare patients call 
health hotline now! 800/755-6807

DONATE YOUR CAR 
truck or boat to Heritage For The 
Blind. Free 3-day vacation, tax de-
ductible, free towing, all paper-
work taken care of 800/439-1735

DISH TV – BEST DEAL EVER! 
Only $39.99/mo. Plus $14.99/mo In-
ternet (where avail). Free Stream-
ing. Free Install (up to 6 rooms). 
Free HD-DVR. Call 800/297-8706

STOP OVERPAYING 
FOR YOUR PRESCRIPTIONS! 

Save! Call our licensed Canadian and In-
ternational pharmacy, compare prices and 
get $25.00 OFF your fi rst prescription! Call 
877/210-2257 Promo Code: CDC201725

MISCELLANEOUSEMPLOYMENT

HELP WANTED - DRIVERS

WANTED TO BUY OR TRADE

EMPLOYMENT

MISCELLANEOUS

ONLY $279 to reach a statewide audience
of 3 million readers!!! 1-800-279-2979

ONLY $279 to reach a statewide audience
of 3 million readers!!! 1-800-279-2979



NewsHopperTM  February 11, 2017 7www.NewsHopper.net

Lammers Appliance Repair
Appliance Service & Repair
Servicing all brands of appliances in Aitkin & surrounding areas.
Jay Lammers 218-851-1455

w7

Hoppers Helper’s Service Directory
ThrifT Shop

thrift shop
Convenient location! Huge Savings!

Toby’s Thrift Shop • Hours:  W-F 11-5, Sat 10-4, Sun 11-4 
South of Aitkin on Hwy. 169/ Next to Shopko 
218-820-2254 (c), 218-927-4413 (h)   w33 

Tree ServiceS  
Kokesh Stump Tree Removal • 218-927-2745 
 2017-w14

Video TranSfer
Crosby Video & Transfer Transfer your precious 
memories from any format to the format of your 
choice. Audio transfer, duplication and editing avail-
able. All work done on site. 218-545-1078 24 W. 
Main St. Crosby, MN w20p2016

Welding
Martz Mobile • 218-670-0534 Welding  & Fabrica-
tion Welding and Repair of Equipment, Boats, Docks, 
Structural Outdoor Wood Furnaces,  Aluminum, Steel 
& Stainless, Call 7 Days a Week w20p2016

conTracTorS  
R a d t k e  R e m o d e l i n g  &  C o n s t r u c t i o n  
Custom Built Homes • Remodeling • Garages 
N e w  A d d i t i o n s  •  P o l e  B u i l d i n g s  • 
G e n e r a l  C o n t r a c t i n g  •  I n s u l a t i o n 
D e a n  R a d t k e ,  A i t k i n .  L i c .  # 2 0 1 0 8 7 5 8 
www.radtkeremode l ingconst ruc t ion .com   
218-678-3403• 218-839-6103 2016w40

Flooring
Jeff Wiberg Hardwood Floors Serving All of 
Minnesota  Installing • Sanding • Refinishing  
20 Years Exp. Jeff Wiberg, Owner 218-330-2576

     HeaTing & air condiTioning
Ken’s  Heat ing  & Mobi le  Home Supply  
LP & Natura l  Gas  •  Nat iona l ly  Cer t i f ied 
Service Technician  –  over 30 Years Experience 
Residential & Commercial  •  Mobile Home 
Heating and Air Conditioning • RV’s/Supplies 
218-821-6720  •  Aitkin • kensheatingllc.com  2017-w15 

appliance SaleS & Service
Jim Blakesley Appliance Service & Repair 
218-927-2027 • 1-888-450-8845 • Aitkin 
Washers, Dryers, Stoves, Refrigerators, Air  
Condit ions, Sept ic Protectors, and MORE. 
Authorized Platinum Star Service. tfn

Servicing all brands of appliances
in Aitkin & surrounding areas.

Appliance Service & Repair
Jay Lammers
218-851-1455

Lammers 
Appliance Repair

Building SupplieS
H o m e t o w n  B u i l d i n g  S u p p l i e s 
Your Building Materials Headquarters • Aitkin 
218-927-7077 • Mon. - Fri. 8-5:30, Sat. 8-1 tfn

compuTerS  
C a l l  B i l l y  “ M a c ”  ( B i l l y  H o f f s ) 
218-851-9990 or email bhoffs@mac.com  
All things Mac, from purchasing new or used, to teaching, 
to repairs “Friendly & Honest” I make house calls tfn

inSurance

 
4  l o c a t i o n s  t o  s e r v e  y o u 
Ai tk in  218-927-3712  •  Onamia  320-532-3235 
• Isle 320-676-3795 • Grand Marias 218-387-1540 

 peT care Service
Dogpatch • 218-927-4353 Expert Pet Grooming & 
Boarding Services. West of Aitkin on Cedar Brook Rd.  

renTalS
Aitkin Rental Center • Party, Wedding & Event Sup-
plies • Tools •  Equipment • Floor Care • Lawn & 
Garden • Bulk Rocks, Dirt, Mulch • Hot Tub & Pool 
Chemicals •  Paddle Boards, Kayaks, Tubes, Skis • 
Paintball Guns & Supplies • Fish Houses, Augers, 
Heaters • Small Engine & Tool Repair 218-927-
6907 1068 Air Park Drive, Aitkin www.aitkinrental.
com        w43

5 lines for $15.00 per week
4 lines for $12.00 per week
3 lines for $9.00 per week

Service Directory rateS

MORRIS-MORRIS
Certified PubliC ACCountAnts

dAle Morris, CPA
don Morris, CPA We Offer

Electronic 
Tax Filing

214 - 1st Ave. NW  •  Aitkin, MN
218-927-4270
HOURS: Mon.-Fri. 8 am to 5 pm;  or by appointment

statewide fall and winter clo-
sure of the smallmouth bass 
season remains, meaning that 
anglers may keep up to three 
smallmouth bass on Mille 
Lacs through Sunday, Feb. 
28, 2018.

“We know some anglers 
are concerned with pro-
tecting bass through tight 
restrictions. We agree with 

proceeding cautiously, en-
couraging more catch-and-
release fishing while also 
recognizing that some anglers 
may expect the occasional 
fish dinner,” Pereira said.

Bass in Mille Lacs grow fast 
relative to most populations 
in the state. The DNR plans 
an intensive tagging study 
this year to learn more about 

bass populations and how 
they are affected by anglers.

“We think the lake’s bass 
harvest is sustainable from a 
biological standpoint, based 
on our angler surveys,” Perei-
ra said. “There is some un-
certainty in the abundance 
of bass in Mille Lacs, and the 
tagging study this year will 
tell us more.”

Change will protect large 
fish and harvest opportunity

Anglers on Mille Lacs Lake 
will be able to keep three 
bass starting Saturday, May 
27, when the bass harvest 
season begins. Catch-and-
release bass fishing opens the 
same day as the walleye and 
northern pike fishing opener 
on Saturday, May 13.

“It’s no secret that Mille 
Lacs is a nationwide destina-
tion for smallmouth bass fish-
ing,” said Don Pereira, DNR 
fisheries chief. “Knowing that 
we have something special 
here, we’re proceeding with 
caution and dropping the 
possession limit from four to 
three, which is a good bal-
ance between desire to har-

vest fish and preserving the 
trophy-sized bass that have 
made Mille Lacs famous.”

Anglers can keep three 
bass in any combination of 
smallmouth and largemouth. 
All bass 17-21 inches must 
be immediately released, 
with only one bass over 21 
inches allowed to be kept. 
Mille Lacs’ exemption to the 

Mille Lacs Lake bass limit goes from four to three in the month of May

loons, frogs, turtles and bats, 
as well as eagles. Donations 
to the program are matched 
dollar for dollar by the Re-
invest in Minnesota (RIM) 
license plate fund. They’re 
also tax-deductible. 

“This pair of eagles, which 
has consistently laid their 
eggs in the dead of winter, 
really embodies Minneso-
tans’ cold-hardiness,” said 
DNR nongame wildlife spe-

cialist Erica Hoaglund. “It’s 
a good reminder to for us to 
get outdoors and enjoy the 
weather, and to do what we 
can to help our feathered 
friends and other animals.”

Bald eagles typically lay 
one to three eggs, which in-
cubate for about 35 days be-
fore hatching. Both male and 
female eagles, which mate 
for life, take turns sitting on 
the eggs to keep them warm. 
Last year, three eggs hatched 

after being laid on Jan. 25. 
The female eagle has been 
identified by a leg band as 
having been rehabilitated at 
the University of Minnesota 
Raptor Center, then released 
back into the wild in 2010.

In 2016, nearly half a mil-
lion people from all 50 states 
and 155 countries tuned 
in to the DNR EagleCam 
to watch the family saga 
of America’s iconic raptor 
unfold in real time. 

The first eggs of the year 
for a perennially nesting pair 
of eagles can be seen on the 
Minnesota Department of 
Natural Resources EagleCam 
at mndnr.gov/eaglecam.

This is the fifth year that 
the same pair of bald ea-
gles has been live-streamed 
around the world by a 
small weatherproof camera 
mounted above their nest 
at an undisclosed location 

in the Twin Cities’ metro 
region. The first egg this year 
arrived at 4:57 p.m. Saturday 
and the second Tuesday at 
2:50 p.m. A third is likely 
any time now.

The live video stream is 
paid for and maintained 
by the DNR’s Nongame 
Wildlife Program, which is 
celebrating its 40th anni-
versary this year. The pro-
gram is largely supported 

by voluntary contributions, 
especially those made when 
people indicate an amount 
to give on Line 21 of their 
state income tax form. 

The Nongame Wildlife 
Program helps hundreds of 
Minnesota species through 
habitat restorations, surveys 
and monitoring, technical 
guidance, and outreach and 
education – critters such as 
bees, butterflies, songbirds, 

DNR EagleCam captures eagle pair’s first eggs of season

“Minnesota’s native pol-
linators play a critical role 
in maintaining healthy food 
sources for humans and wild-
life,” said Crystal Boyd, DNR 
entomologist. “They also 
pollinate plants that improve 
water quality, prevent soil 
erosion, store carbon and 
beautify our landscapes.” 
The Minnesota Wildlife Ac-
tion Plan currently lists 33 
butterflies and moths and 
five bumble bees as species 

in greatest con-
servation need.

Proceeds from 
the sale of crit-
ical habitat li-
c e n s e  p l a t e s 
have generated 
more than $40 
million for con-
servation proj-
ects in Minne-
sota since they 
first went on sale 
in 1996.

Minnesota motorists will 
soon have another vehi-
cle license plate option to 
choose from to show their 
support of natural resourc-
es conservation, this one 
featuring a native pollinator.

A  p a n e l  o f 
judges recently 
selected three 
finalists for the 
plate from a pool 
of 24 eligible en-
tries submitted 
by artists in a 

design contest. The designs 
were evaluated on authentic-
ity, originality, artistic quality 
and marketability. 

Following the public com-
ment period, the plate de-

signs will be assessed by law 
enforcement representatives 
for legibility and visibility. 
Finally, state commission-
ers Tom Landwehr, DNR, 
and Mona Dohman, Public 
Safety, will consider all rec-
ommendations to select the 
winning design.   

The pollinator plate will be 
the newest in a series of 10 
critical habitat license plates 
available for sale at deputy 
registrar offices statewide.

New pollinator critical habitat license plate to be announced soon

said. “Another consideration 
is that when trees lose sap, 
they lose energy to grow in 
the spring. Winter pruning 
reduces sap flow from a 
wound.”

Winter pruning also allows 
the wound time to dry out 
before the sap runs and in-
sects become active. “Much 
of the sap goes underground 
into the root system during 
a typical winter,” Schindle 
said. “Sap stored in the roots 
moves to the upper part of the 
tree when the weather warms 
up. The more time a tree has 
to heal before the sap begins 
to run, the better.”
Tree pruning is done for the 
following reasons:

Safety—to remove limbs 
that hang over walkways or 

threaten to fall un-
predictably.

 Tree health—to 
remove diseased 
limbs or crossing 
and rubbing branch-
es. 

Aesthetics—to en-
hance the natural 
form or stimulate 
flower production.
Tree pruning tips:

Minimize wound 
size by trimming 
branches before they 
grow to be 2 inches 
in diameter.

Save the branch 
collar—don’t cut 
flush to the trunk.

Use  the  3-cu t 
method for larger 
branches.

Winter is the ideal time to 
prune trees and help prevent 
the spread of diseases like 
oak wilt and Dutch elm, ac-
cording to experts with the 
Minnesota Department of 

Natural Resources.
“My rule of thumb is when 

winter weather conditions are 
less desirable for humans, 
the timing for tree pruning 
is great,” said DNR forestry 
specialist Randy Schindle. 
“Pruning in the winter is 
less risky to tree health, and 
it’s a good way to get some 
outdoor exercise and stay 
warm.”

The reason for wintertime 
pruning is simple—it mini-
mizes the risk that an open 
wound could invite decay or 
insects that carry oak wilt or 
Dutch elm disease—accord-
ing to DNR forestry outreach 
specialist Jennifer Teegarden. 

“In the spring and summer, 
tree sap from open wounds 

can attract insects that carry 
oak wilt and Dutch elm dis-
ease. The moisture from the 
sap in a fresh wound can also 
encourage decay,” Teegarden 

Cold temperatures create ideal tree pruning conditions

Incorrect pruning allowed this 
tree to rot at the pruning site.

This photo shows the correct 
pruning method.

Incorrect pruning can damage trees
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5.7 Hemi, 8.4 Screen, Bucket Seats and Much More!!!

MSRP $39,270

$239^
Lease For Only

PER MONTH

MSRP $47,015 

$199*
Lease For Only

PER MONTH

Stock # 17-0279

All-Wheel Drive, Leather Trimmed Bucket Seats, 3.6L V-6, 8.4 
Screen, AWD and Much More!!! 

  Vehicle images is for illustration purposes only.       All Rebates to Dealer. 

*36 mo. 36,000 mile lease, $2,999 due at signing plus tax title license and 1st payment. 
Includes conquest lease cash rebate.

^36 mo. 36,000 mile lease, $2,999 due at signing plus tax title license and 1st payment. 
Includes conquest lease cash rebate.

TANNER MOTORs

NEW 2017 RAM 1500 CREW CAb big HORN 4x4 NEW 2017 CHRysLER 300s AWD

DEALs  

Stock #17-0984

ensure we keep deer herds 
healthy and the Minnesota 
“deer camp” tradition strong; 
and implement the new state-
wide northern pike rules.
Parks and Trails

Minnesota’s state parks and 
trails are treasured places. 
They are highly valued by 
more than 10 million visitors 
each year. And, while the 
DNR is meeting its goal of 
getting more Minnesotans 
outdoors, the state’s parks 
and trails have been stretched 
to a critical point where 
basic maintenance and staff 
services are no longer meet-
ing visitor expectations. For 
example, due to failing in-
frastructure, Blue Mounds 
State Park no longer has safe 
drinking water for campers.   

State park permit fees have 
not been raised since 2003, 
while visits, as evidenced by 
permit sales, have increased 
by about 30 percent in just 
the last three years. The gover-
nor’s budget proposal would 
adjust daily park permit fees 
by $1 (from $5 to $6) per 
day. Annual permits would 
increase by $5 per year (from 
$25 to $30). The fee increase 
as well as $9.3 million in new 
General Fund money will be 
used to support parks and 
trails operations in order to 
meet the needs and expec-
tations of a wide variety of 
outdoor recreationists.
Outdoors protection and 
safety

The governor’s budget pro-
posal includes $5.5 million 
from the General Fund to as-
sist in filling 21 empty conser-
vation officer stations across 
the state. Each conservation 
officer’s patrol area averages 
650 square miles, which 
means there are 13,650 
square miles in the state that 
don’t have adequate natural 
resource protection. That is 
an area larger than the states 
of Massachusetts and Rhode 
Island combined.
Recreational and trail ac-
counts

Snowmobiling, skiing and 
boating are among the most 
popular outdoor recreation 
activities in Minnesota. State 
funds that help maintain 
more than 21,000 miles of 
snowmobile and all-terrain 
grant-in-aid trails are project-
ed to go into deficits starting 
in fiscal year 2018. The water 
recreation account, which 
supports boat access and 
safety programs and other 
water-related efforts, is also 
projected to go into a deficit 
in fiscal year 2018. Minne-
sota’s cross-country ski fund, 
which maintains more than 
700 miles of ski trails, cur-
rently is unable to cover trail 
grooming at DNR facilities 
across the state.

With account deficits, state 
trails and water recreation 
services and facilities, as 
well as local grant-in-aid 
programs, will be reduced. To 
make sure Minnesota’s rec-
reational trails are properly 
maintained for current users 
and future generations, the 
governor’s budget proposes 
the following adjustments: 
to raise the three year regis-
tration fees for snowmobiles 
by $10 per year (from $75 to 
$105) and ATVs by $5 per 
year (from $45 to $60); three 
year boat registration fees 
would increase in a range 
from $2 to $60, depending 
on the length of the water-
craft. For example, fees for a 
17-19 foot watercraft would 
increase by $18. The state’s 
daily ski pass would rise by 
$2 (from $5 to $7).
Forests and clean water

The governor’s proposed 
budget includes $2.5 mil-
lion from the General Fund 
to reforest state lands. This 
investment will help sup-
port the state’s important 
forest-products industry and 
includes $500,000 to com-
plete a study of sustainable 
timber harvest on state lands.

The governor’s budget also 
proposes to adjust the annual 
watercraft surcharge fee from 

$5 to $12 to fight aquatic 
invasive species and support 
research for long-term control 
methods. (The surcharge was 
last increased from $2 to $5 
in 1993.) The governor’s pro-
posal includes $18.5 million 
from the Clean Water Fund 
for the DNR’s work to fix and 
prevent water pollution and 
prevent overuse of ground-
water. With this funding, the 
DNR monitors and manages 
water use and provides local 
government and other state 
agencies with the informa-
tion, analytical tools, and 
expertise needed to focus 
their water quality efforts 
most effectively.
Technology

The governor’s proposal 
includes $4 million to re-
place the agency’s aging 
forestry data system. This 
will help improve the qual-
ity and timeliness of forest 
management decisions. This 
initiative is part of the gover-
nor’s proposed $51 million in 
IT improvements to build a 
modern digital infrastructure 
that will ensure state govern-
ment works at the speed of 
business. Additionally, the 
governor’s budget would 
invest $2.1 million from the 
General Fund to upgrade and 
modernize the DNR’s website 
so customers have greater 
access to recreation infor-
mation and mobile-friendly 
applications.

“The DNR strives to protect 
and manage the public’s pre-
cious natural resources, while 
ensuring that fees are kept 
at a very affordable level,” 
Landwehr said. “We think the 
governor’s budget proposal 
does a good job of balanc-
ing the needs to maintain 
and improve the system with 
the desire to keep outdoor 
recreation affordable. The 
quality of life in Minnesota 
is phenomenal because of 
these opportunities,” he said, 
“and we need to ensure that 
we work hard to keep it that 
way.”

Minnesota’s natural re-
sources and outdoor recre-
ation opportunities would 
be maintained and improved 
under a budget being pro-
posed by Gov. Mark Dayton, 
according to the Department 
of Natural Resources. 

Minnesota has great fish-
ing, access to millions of 
acres of public hunting lands 
and a growing deer herd, and 
a state park and trail system 
currently experiencing an-
nual double-digit growth 
in popularity. Minnesotans 
enjoy 75 state park and rec-
reational areas; 23,800 miles 
of snowmobile, cross-country 
skiing and all-terrain vehicle 
trails; and nearly 2,000 public 
water access sites and fishing 
piers across the state.

Minnesotans also count on 
abundant clean lakes, rivers 
and groundwater and healthy 
forests for a good quality of 
life and to support tourism 
and industry.

However, according to the 
DNR, these quality of life 
amenities are threatened in 
the near future with inad-
equate funding. The DNR 
funds many of these activities 
through licenses and user fees 
– many of which are facing 
deficits in the next few years.

Without raising these user 
fees – some of which have not 
been increased for more than 
a decade – Minnesotans and 
visitors will see deteriorating 
parks and trail facilities and 
reduced visitor assistance. 
There will be declining fish-
ing opportunity and quality, 
less habitat management on 
wildlife areas and other pub-
lic lands and waters, fewer 
hunting opportunities, and 
fewer conservation officers 
to protect resources from 
poaching and misuse.

The governor’s budget also 
seeks to make key investments 
from the state’s General Fund 
to replant forests, conduct 
studies to help protect water 
resources, and upgrade the 
DNR’s technology.

“Minnesotans have come 
to expect top-shelf parks, 
trails, fishing and hunting 
experiences, clean water 
and healthy forests. These 
are an essential part of our 
outdoors culture and key to 
our state’s economic future,” 
said DNR Commissioner Tom 
Landwehr.

Landwehr said the gover-
nor’s proposed DNR budget 
seeks to restore funding to 
programs that are slipping 
toward deficits, maintain 

other programs at current 
levels and make strategic 
investments for the future.

Only about 15 percent 
of the DNR’s budget comes 
from the state’s general fund, 
but it is a critical part of the 
agency’s budget, Landwehr 
said. The vast majority of state 
DNR funding (85 percent) 
comes from user fees, sales 
of licenses and permits, and 
dedicated funds from the 
Legacy amendment and the 
state lottery.

Here are key elements of 
Dayton’s DNR budget pro-
posal:
Game and Fish Fund

The DNR’s main fund for 
fish, wildlife and their pro-
tection, the Game and Fish 
Fund, relies primarily on 
sales of hunting and fishing 
licenses. This fund is critical 
to delivering the research, 
management and law en-
forcement necessary to main-
tain and improve healthy 
fish and wildlife populations 
and the quality habitats they 
depend upon. 

The Game and Fish Fund 
is expected to slip into a 
deficit starting in 2019. To 
maintain the fund’s basic lev-
el of services, the governor’s 
budget proposes adjustments 
to fishing and deer-hunting 
license fees. Under this plan, 
a resident annual angling 
license would be adjusted 
by $3 (from $22 to $25), 
while a nonresident annual 
angling license would be 
adjusted by $6 (from $45 to 
$51). A resident deer hunting 
license would increase from 
$30 to $34; a nonresident 
deer hunting license would 
increase from $165 to $185.

A healthy Game and Fish 
Fund will allow the DNR to 
continue stocking of Min-
nesota’s state fish through 
a cost-effective walleye 
stocking program; make im-
provements to more wildlife 
management areas, allow 
Minnesotans easy access to 
quality hunting opportunities; 

Dayton proposes to bolster natural resources and outdoor recreation
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