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Tech. Sgt. Jeffrey Koss, Tech. Sgt. Chandra Corrado 
and Master Sgt. Kevin Shirkey talk with a student at 
South Lake High School in St. Clair Shores during a 
career day event. The three Airmen are all recruiters 
with the 127th Wing at Selfridge. 

By Brig. Gen.  
John D. Slocum
127th Wing Commander

Even as the Citizen-Air-
men of the 127th Wing pre-
pare to take time out of their 
normal routine to celebrate 
the 100th anniversary of 
our historic home station 
of Selfridge Air National 
Guard Base, our mission to 

state and na-
tion remains 
at the fore-
front of our 
t h o u g h t s . 
As I write 
these words, 
some 100 of 
our Selfridge 
Airmen are 
overseas, en-

gaged in combat flight oper-
ations over Syria and Iraq. 
We also actively secure and 
serve our homeland as well 
as build enduring partner-
ships both here in the U.S. 
as well as around the world.

Part of the mission state-
ment of the 127th Wing is to 
“provide trained, equipped, 
and motivated tanker, fighter, 
and support resources for the 
community, state, and na-
tion.” One of my primary em-
phasis for 2017 is recruiting 
our next generation of Air-
men and retaining the hun-
dreds of high-caliber Airmen 
who make up today’s wing. 

Our 127th Wing recruit-
ers are constantly on the 
look-out for young men and 
women who feel the call to 
service in our Michigan Na-
tional Guard. I say “our” 
Michigan National Guard, 
because more than any other 
branch of the U.S. Armed 
Forces, the National Guard 
is a direct reflection of the 
community it serves. More 
than 70 percent of our em-
ployees are “citizen airmen” 
– who are part-time profes-
sionals who live and work in 
our local community; simul-
taneously serving both our 
community as well as our 
State and Country. 

Through training they re-

ceive at Air Force bases and 
other military installations 
around the country, and 
many hours of on-the-job 
experience here at Selfridge, 
they learn the skills neces-
sary to serve Michigan and 
our great nation any time 
and any place. 

Many of our Michigan Air-
men can rattle off the names 
of a dozen or more countries 
that they’ve been to as a re-
sult of their service.  

One thing that’s great 
about the National Guard 
is that our airmen are hired 
by and work for the Michi-
gan National Guard. Keeping 
our hometown Air Force he-
roes in the local community 
provides outstanding stabil-
ity and career opportunities. 

The educational bene-
fits of military service are 
well-known. These benefits 
accrue from both federal 
and state sources, allowing 
many of our Citizen-Airmen 
to earn bachelor’s or even 
graduate degrees at greatly-
reduced out of pocket ex-
pense to themselves or their 
families. The Michigan State 
tuition assistance program 
provides our outstanding 
opportunities for both per-
sonal as well as professional 
advancement.

Perhaps the greatest tes-
tament to the pride that our 
Michigan Airmen have in 

their wing is the number of 
sons and daughters of our 
current Airmen who follow 
in the footsteps of their fa-
thers or mothers, or older 
siblings, in service in the 
127th Wing.  We are a proud 
family and we’re excited to 
reflect the excellence and di-
versity of Macomb County 
and Southeast Michigan. 
We’re excited to bring in new 
members, challenge them 
to achieve, and to work as 
wingmen to sow seeds of ex-
cellence.  Today’s recruits are 
tomorrow’s leaders. 

Our biggest challenge, in 
this day when fewer than one 
tenth of one percent of Amer-
icans are current members 
of the Air National Guard, is 
getting the word out about 
the many opportunities that 
exist via service in the Guard. 

To ensure that we con-
tinue to see our community’s 
best learn about the opportu-
nities that exist at Selfridge 
– in all branches of service – 
I’d like to ask you, our won-

derful Selfridge community, 
to help ensure that our local 
young men and women gain 
an awareness of the many 
benefits of military service. 

Information is available 
at our web site, www.127wg.
ang.af.mil; at goang.com or 
by calling one of our local 
Selfridge recruiters at (586) 
239-5511. 

Great things are happen-
ing at Selfridge! As we get 
ready to celebrate 100 amaz-
ing years of rich heritage as 
one of the nation’s founda-
tional military institutions, 
I’m looking to posture Self-
ridge, Macomb County, and 
Michigan for our next 100 
years. We have the opportu-
nities. Are you up to being 
part of our awesome team?  
Contact us and let’s find out 
together. 

Brig. Gen. Slocum is the 
commander of the 127th 
Wing and base commander 
at Selfridge Air National 
Guard Base. A command 
pilot, he has logged more 
than 4,000 hours of time 
flying military aircraft. 
Currently, he flies the 
A10 Thunderbolt II, an 
attack aircraft assigned to 
Selfridge.

ASK THE COMMANDER

Hometown Air Force opportunities for Michigan’s best

Slocum

U.S. AIR NATIONAL GUARD PHOTO BY TECH. SGT. DAN HEATON

A crew chief salutes as a KC-135 Stratotanker departs 
Selfridge Air National Guard Base for a deployment to 
Southwest Asia. Approximately 100 Airmen from Selfridge 
left on the deployment on the evening of Dec. 12. The 
Airmen will be deployed overseas through the holiday season 
and into early 2017. 

GOT A QUESTION?
Do you have a question for Brig. Gen. Slocum? The 
“Ask the Commander” feature on the 127th Wing’s 
public web site allows for emails to be sent directly to 
the commander’s office at Selfridge Air National Guard 
Base. There is a link to the feature on the web site, 
www.127wg.ang.af.mil; or emails may be sent directly at 
usaf.mi.127-wg.mbx.pa@mail.mil. 
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3 4 9 2 0 G r a t i o t • C l i n t o n To w n s h i p

Hours:
Mon-Fri 9:30-6:30

Sat 10-5
Sun 11-5

(586) 229-2558
Phone

SALE
25% Off
Select ItemS!

G r a t i o t & 1 5 M i l e
M3 SURPLUS

10% OffmIlItary, Veteran &
fIrSt reSpOnder

Congratulations, Selfridge, on Your 100th Anniversary!

From the original “Selfridge Air Force Base Credit
Union”, now known as...

image from credit union archive

In 1957, FreeStar Financial Credit Union opened its doors as Selfridge Air
Force Base Credit Union. Born out of the desire to serve our military families’
financial needs, we have always supported them wherever they reside. In fact,
our military members remain so loyal to the credit union, that we now serve
members in 49 states and around the world! This is all made possible by our
technological advances which provide convenience and remote access.

To all the base personnel and the units stationed at Selfridge, we say
THANK YOU for your service to our country and for maintaining such an
upstanding base that will continue to offer value to Macomb County and the
surrounding area for years to come.

Excitement is growing for the Selfridge open house/air show, and we look
forward to celebrating with you in August.
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By Tech. Sgt. 
Dan Heaton
127th Wing

A St. Clair Shores vet-
eran has been honored by 
a group of his former col-
leagues in the Navy. 

H. Lynn Hazlett, whose 
service in the Navy in-

cluded two 
t ou r s  o f 
duty in Viet-
nam dur-
ing the Viet-
nam War, 
has been 
named a dis-
tinguished 
alumni by 
the Nav y 

Supply Corps Foundation. 
Only 51 former sailors have 
earned the award since its 
inception in 1989.

T he Dis t ing uished 
Alumni program identifies 
and recognizes retired and 
former Navy Supply Corps 
officers who have gone on 
to distinguish themselves 
by achieving significant 
success in the public or pri-
vate sector according to a 
USNSCF news release.

Hazlett served in the 
Navy for two decades, in-
cluding two combat in Viet-
nam, where he was a Naval 
Advisor and deputy to Rear 
Admiral Wally Dowd. 

His Vietnam tours in-
cluded deployment to Da-
Nang and, later, Saigon and 
the Delta area. He left Sai-
gon shortly before it fell in 
1975. Hazlett retired from 
the Navy in 1978 with the 
rank of commander.

Following his service, Ha-
zlett had a successful career 
in business. He served in a 
variety of information and 
technology roles, including 
time as the chief informa-
tion officer for Levi Strauss 
&amp; Co,; president of the 
ICS Division of Carson Piere 
Scott; chief technology of-
ficer at the VF Corp.; and 
president and CEO of Quick 

Response Services, Inc. in 
San Francisco. He has also 
earned his doctorate in eco-
nomics and automated sys-
tems from the George Wash-
ington University in Wash-
ington, D.C.

“I believe the designa-
tion is about recognizing 
that people can have a sec-
ond career after 20 years in 
the service,” Hazlett said. 

A member of the Selfridge 
Base Community Council 
for 5 years, Hazlett is also a 
history buff. His documen-
tation of the Navy Supply 
Corps’ role in Vietnam was 
called “an invaluable source 
of information” for the Viet-
nam chapter of the recently 
published book Ready for 
Sea, The History of the U. 
S. Navy Supply Corps.

In his free time, Hazlett 
said he is an active walker 
and enjoys walking the 
grounds at the Edsel and 
Eleanor Ford Estate where 
he is a member and volun-
teer. He said his next goal is 
to walk the John Muir Way 
in Scotland later this year 
— a 134-mile trek.

The Selfridge Base Com-
munity Council is an orga-
nization of Macomb County 
business, governmental and 
civic leaders who work with 
military officials from Sel-
fridge Air National Guard 
to promote common in-
terests and to build on the 
100-year history of posi-
tive relations between the 
base’s personnel and the lo-
cal community.

SELFRIDGE FLYER

SCS vet honored as Navy 
‘distinguished alumni’

Hazlett

“I believe the 
designation 
is about 
recognizing that 
people can have 
a second career 
after 20 years in 
the service”
H. Lynn Hazlett

By Chief Master  
Sgt. Tim Horvath
127th Wing

As I am sitting here writ-
ing this it is 10 degrees with 
a wind chill of at least -2 de-

grees out-
side and I 
am pray-
ing spring 
c o m e s 
quickly!

First , I 
should in-
troduce my-
self. I am 
Chief Mas-

ter Sgt. Tim Horvath. I am 
the 127th Air Refueling 
Group Superintendent.

I have been mulling over 
several topics to write about. 
I do not want to quote a 
bunch of book quotes but 
rather write from the heart. 
My thoughts keep going 
back to you, all the Airmen 
of the wing.

How we have maintained 
such a high successful ops 
tempt for all these years, 
consistently out performing 
every other unit around. But 
like anything, I know we 
can improve. I keep think-
ing what I can do to make 
this base and wing a better 
place. What can I do to con-
tribute to building up fellow 
Airmen, regardless of rank 
or position? 

I keep coming up with a 
vision of a mirror. Hmmm, 
start with myself? But, it is 
not about me I say and then 
it hits me! It sure is…. It’s 
about how I treat, interact, 
and talk to everyone. 

The most important asset 
we have is our PEOPLE. The 
single most important per-
son is that Airman to my left 
and my right. I cannot do 
anything without my war-
rior Guard family. I am only 
as great as those around me. 
It starts with that Airman 
who I first meet, or interact 
with on a daily basis or that 

Airman I haven’t even met 
yet, the one that is across 
the room just watching and 
seeing how we handle our-
selves. Are we doing the best 
that we can to really get to 
know our Airman? Do we 
understand each other?

I get it “generation this 
and generation that!” But, 
I also get family, fellowship 
and team. So much is done 
through mass communica-
tion, text and email that we 
have lost touch with how to 
just -talk with one another. 
One of my favorite parts of 
drill is the dining facility. 

I cherish this time be-
cause I see and have a 
chance to talk, shake hands 
or hug a friend I haven’t 
seen in a while. I also try 

and talk with someone I 
have not met, even if it is 
just to say hi, how you?

Just an example of how 
interacting with our fellow 
Airman can make a dif-
ference. A few weeks ago 
I walked into my civilian 
job and one of my co-work-
ers looked off. All it took 
was a simple, “you ok?” He 
came to me a short time 
later and opened up about 
some issues he was having 
at home. He thanked me 
for taking the time to no-
tice and acknowledging he 
was “off”. I could not have 
done that through a simple 
text or Facebook because I 
know his response would 
have been “I am ok,” even 
though he wasn’t.

Our demands on our Air-
men are high. Selfridge Air-
men are able to take on any 
task and excel. We see this 
happening every day. We 
are citizen Airmen, warriors 
and family. 

Let’s slow down! 
Take a look in the mir-

ror, reflect, and see how we 
can improve on our fellow 
airmen’s lives. We all want 
to be treated with respect, 
kindness, mentored and 
grow to be the best. Sim-
ply put,we all want to feel 
valued.

Thanks for being that 1 
percent who have answered 
our nation’s call to serve this 
great nation. Thanks for 
making our Guard Family 
the best of the best.

SELFRIDGE FLYER

Being the best Airmen

Horvath
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Dr. David McFadden
21360 Cass Ave.

Clinton Twp., MI 48036

Chiropractic Clinic
Bath City

We Can Help if You’re Suffering From:

NECK & BACK PAIN • HEADACHES
CARPAL TUNNEL • SPORTS INJURIES
AUTO INJURIES...AND MORE!

Other Services Include:

massage Therapy, Nutritional Counseling,
Corrective Exercises and Lifestyle Advice,
Gentle Adjusting Techniques Available.

Mon 10am-1pm & 3pm-6pm
Tue By Appointment

Wed10am-1pm & 3pm-6pm
Thu By Appointment

Fri 10am-1pm & 3pm-6pm
Sat Closed Sun Closed

Office HOurs

Improving your quality of life using a “WHOLE PERSON” approach!

An Army WAr VeterAn
serVing tHOse WHO serVe

Call Now! 5 8 6 . 4 6 8 . 6 8 6 8
Visit us at chiropractorphysician.com

We Accept: BCBS PPO • MESSA • PPOM • Midwest • COFINITY • AETNA • HAP • MEDICARE • Veterans Choice Health Net

$40.00 1 HOUR
Massage Therapy

Re. $75.00
New Patients Only With Ad

Exp. 2/28/17

FREE
Consultation

Call 586-468-6868
to schedule an appointment today.

New Patients Only
With Ad - Exp. 2/18/17

$50.00
Chiropractic Exam
Report of Findings

1 Set of X-rays
1st Adjustment

Reg. $250.00
(some restrictions apply)

New Patients Only - With Ad - Exp. 2/28/17
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As voted on and ranked by 
an informal group of mem-
bers of the Michigan Air 
Guard Historical Associa-
tion and current and retired 
military personnel from Sel-
fridge. Events without a di-
rect relationship to the base 
proper, such as the first flight 
of the Wright Brothers, were 
not included.

1 Selfridge F-16S Launch 
On Sept. 11, 2001 

In response to the terror 
attacks on America, Self-
ridge Airmen — not waiting 
for orders from higher head-
quarters — immediately be-
gin to stand-up the air sov-
ereignty mission, includ-
ing launching armed F-16s 
later that day. Selfridge air-
craft were on continual air 
sovereignty patrols for sev-
eral days before reverting 
to irregular patrols and re-
sponding to alert calls. The 
air sovereignty alert mission 
would continue at Selfridge 
until September 2008, when 
it was re-located to Toledo.

2 Selfridge Field Opens 

In response to Amer-
ican entry into World War 
I, the Army opens a flight 
training base at Selfridge. 
The military takes posses-
sion of the former Joy Avia-
tion Field on July 1, 1917. The 
first flight takes place July 
8, 1917, and formal training 
begins a week later. By the 
end of World War I, some 
750 pilots and 1,000 aerial 
gunners have been trained 
at Selfridge.

3 Training Of Tuskegee 
Airmen

The famed all-African 
American flying unit is 

trained, in part, at Selfridge 
Field during World War II. 
Sadly, the experience was 
marred by a number of sig-
nificant issues of racial dis-
crimination, which ulti-
mately led to the removal 
of the units from Selfridge.

4 The Guard Takes Over 

As part of a base re-
alignment plan developed 
in the late 1960s, Selfridge 
was converted from an ac-
tive duty installation to a fa-
cility operated by the Mich-
igan Air National Guard 
and in doing so becomes 
the most diverse Guard-op-
erated base in the nation. 
Since the Guard assumed 
control in 1971, the base has 
been primarily and increas-
ingly utilized by Guard and 
military reserve forces. An-
other base realignment de-
cision in 2005 called for the 
elimination of on-base mili-
tary housing at Selfridge. By 
2007, no personnel were liv-
ing on the base for the first 
time since 1917. The model 
of a single base being used 
by multiple military services 
eventually becomes a model 
for the Dept. of Defense

5 Home Of The Generals 

Primarily between 
World Wars 
I & II, but 
a lso con-
tinuing in 
the  pos t 
W WII-era , 
Selfridge be-
came known 
as the Home 
of the Gen-
erals, due to 

the number of future gen-
erals who had a significant 
early assignment at Self-
ridge. Included in the tally 

are Carl Spaatz, the first 
chief of staff of the USAF, 
who had his first command 
here; Curtis LeMay, father 
of the Strategic Air Com-
mand, who had his first fly-
ing assignment at Selfridge; 
and George S. Brown, the 
first chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff to come from 
the Air Force.

6 WWII Expansion 

With U.S. entry into 
World War II, the size 
and scope of the U.S. mil-
itary quickly ballooned 
(from less than half a mil-
lion people in uniform in 
1940 to more than 12 mil-
lion by war’s end). With that 
came the need for more and 
larger bases. Selfridge Field 
was expanded at the begin-
ning of World War II from 
the roughly 626-acre size it 
had been since World War 
I to more than 3,500 acres. 
The base has been roughly 
the same size and shape 
since World War II, though 
two former off-base military 
housing areas are no longer 
operated.

7 Cold War Warriors 

During most of the 
Cold War, Selfridge pilots 
(active duty pilots from the 
early 1950s to 1969 and 
Michigan ANG pilots from 
1972 to 1990) stood on 24-
hour alert at Selfridge, ready 
to intercept any potential 
threat, likely to come from 
the former Soviet Union 
sending bomber aircraft 
“over the top” — over the 
North Pole and at America’s 
industrial heartland. During 
the 1972-1990 period, Michi-
gan ANG fighter aircraft in-
tercepted Soviet bombers 
about 80 times. The alert 

mission was ended in 1990 
with the break-up of the So-
viet Union. The mission was 
stood up again following the 
terror attacks of 2001.

8 Creation Of Wurtsmith 
AFB & Alpena CRTC 

During the years between 
World Wars I & II, the 1st 
Pursuit Group at Selfridge 
engaged in a number of “war 
games” and other training 
exercises, forward deploy-
ing to remote, newly-cre-
ated air strips in northeast-
ern Michigan. Eventually, 
these forward air field be-
came Wurtsmith Air Force 
Base (now closed) and the 
Alpena Combat Readiness 
Training Center, extending 
the Selfridge impact along 
the Lake Huron shoreline.

9 Korean War Aces 

Five of the first 13 
fighter aces — scoring five 
or more aerial combat vic-

tories — in the Korean War 
had been assigned to Self-
ridge Air Force Base imme-
diately before the war. Their 
success helped give the base 
the nickname “Home of the 
Mig Killers.” Among the 
Selfridge-connected aces 
was Col. Francis “Gabby” 
Grabeski, the ace with the 
third-highest aerial victory 
total of any American pi-
lot in any conflict and one 
of only seven Americans to 
score as an ace in more than 
one war. Grabeski had been 
the commander of the 56th 
Fighter Group at Selfridge 
when he was sent to Korea 
and became an early ace in 
that conflict.

10 (TIE) Save  
Our Selfridge 

In the early 1920s, Self-
ridge was viewed as excess 
by the War Department and 
the decision was made the 
shut the base – which had 
originally been used as a 

training site for World War I. 
By 1922, only 14 civilian em-
ployees were still working 
at the base and no aircraft 
were assigned. The Mount 
Clemens community, and 
leaders from across the De-
troit area, rally to keep the 
base open. Eventually, the 1st 
Pursuit Group is assigned to 
the base. The Group sets a 
number of firsts and other 
records during the Inter-
War Years, between World 
Wars I and II. The effort to 
save the base was the first 
of at least three major cam-
paigns by the local commu-
nity over the years to en-
sure the continuity of the air 
base. The positive relation-
ship between the base and 
town leads to the creation of 
“The Mount Clemens Story” 
movie in the 1950s.

10 (TIE) Flying Tigers

Formulated before 
the official U.S. entry into 
World War II, the Flying Ti-
gers was the name of the 1st 
American Volunteer Group, 
which technically operated 
as part of the Chinese Air 
Force in 1941-42. The Group, 
which was later formally 
moved back into U.S. mil-
itary, amassed a remark-
able combat record, giving a 
much-needed morale boost 
to the U.S. following the at-
tack on Pearl Harbor and 
several Japanese victories 
in the early days of World 
War II. The original Fly-
ing Tigers were almost ex-
clusively P-40 Warhawk pi-
lots who had trained on the 
aircraft at Selfridge Field 
in 1939-40. Given war-time 
security concerns, the Self-
ridge-Flying Tigers connec-
tion was not widely known 
until well after World War 
II concluded in 1945.

SELFRIDGE FLYER

10 most significant moments in the history 
of the Selfridge Air National Guard base

Spaatz

PHOTOS COURTESY OF U.S. AIR NATIONAL GUARD

A P-40 Warhawk aircraft from Selfridge flies over Detroit 
in 1940. Volunteer P-40 pilots from the base formed a unit 
within the Chinese military to engage in combat in World 
War II prior to the official entry of the U.S. into that war. 
The departure of the pilots from Selfridge to serve in the 
Asian theatre was a tightly guarded secret at the time.
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Left: A soldier prepares to start the engine of 
a JN-4 Jenny aircraft at Selfridge Field in this 
photo likely from the second half of 1917. The first 
military flight at Selfridge was conducted with a 
Jenny on July 8, 1917.

In response to 
American entry 
into World War I, 
the Army opens a 
flight training base 
at Selfridge ... By the 
end of World War 
I, some 750 pilots 
and 1,000 aerial 
gunners have been 
trained at Selfridge.

NORTHWOOD UNIVERS I TY • ADULT DEGREE PROGRAM - SELFRIDGE

Thank you Team Selfridge for your service. We are proud to assist you in your education goals on base.

Offering on base and online classes toward

• CCAF completion

• Associate of Arts in Management

• Bachelor of Business Administration - various majors

• Bachelor of Science in Applied Management

Active duty, Guard, Reserve, DOD, dependents and veterans can attend.

BLDG825 • Joint Service Training Facility
586.463.2496 • www.northwood.edu

Northwood University is committed to a policy of nondiscrimination and equal opportunity for all persons regardless of race, gender, color, religion, creed, national origin or ancestry, age, marital status, disability or veteran status. The University is also
committed to compliance with all applicable laws regarding nondiscrimination. Northwood University is accredited by the Higher Learning Commission, a member of the North Central Association (800-621-7440; higherlearningcommission.org). 16-8803
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Bottom right: Col. Francis “Gabby” Gabreski is seen prior to flying a mission in Europe 
during World War II. Gabreski was one of America’s top “aces” in that war. After World 
War II, he was in command of the 56 th Fighter Group at Selfridge and then led a group 
of Selfridge pilots who were sent to Korea for the war there. The high degree of success 
of Gabreski and his fellow pilots helped Selfridge pick-up the nickname “Home of the Mig 
Killers” during the 1950s. The “Migs” were the Soviet Union-supplied aircraft flown by the 
North Koreans in that war. 
Top left: Air Force and Michigan Air National Guard officers exchange the “key” to 
Selfridge, as the installation is officially transferred from an Air Force base to an Air 
National Guard base in 1971.
Bottom left: A group of Airmen from what later became known as the Tuskegee Airmen 
sit through a training lecture at Selfridge Air Force Base during World War II. Selfridge is 
one of several bases were the racially-segregated units trained during the war.

A pair of F-16 Fighting Falcon from Selfridge Air National Guard Base carry a combat 
load over Detroit in the spring of 2002. The Selfridge-based fighter aircraft conducted 
air superiority patrols over portions of the Midwest for several years following the terror 
attacks of Sept. 11, 2001.

Primarily 
between 
World Wars I 
& II, but also 
continuing 
in the post 
WWII-era, 
Selfridge 
became 
known as 
the Home 
of the 
Generals, 
due to the 
number 
of future 
generals 
who had a 
significant 
early 
assignment 
at Selfridge.

8 S  SUNDAY, JANUARY 29, 2017|   Selfridge Flyer  |



Tech. Sgt. Dan Heaton
127th Wing Public Affairs

Airmen and aircraft, a vet-
eran and children are fea-
tured in the 127th Wing’s top 
photos of 2016.

The photos highlight a 
cross section of operations 
both at Selfridge and at op-
erational and training sites 
around the world. The pho-
tos were selected by voting 
of the 127th Wing command 
staff.

Selected as the top photo 
of the year was an image 
that required the assistance 
of another military service 
and hundreds of Michigan 
Airmen. In May 2016, Se-
nior Airman Ryan Zeski was 
aboard an HH-65

Dolphin helicopter from 
Coast Guard Air Station De-
troit when he took a photo 
of the assembled Airmen of 
the 127th Wing with the Self-
ridge Base Operations build-
ing and Lake St. Clair visible 
in the background.

Shot with a 70mm lens 
with a Nikon D3X camera, 
the image was captured with 
an ISO setting of 200, expo-
sure time of 1/200 of a second 
and an f-stop of 13.

“I was conscious of want-
ing to not only showcase the 
wing, of course, but the pres-
ence of the lake I thought re-
ally said ‘Selfridge’ to me. So 
I wanted to include the lake 
in the picture,” said Zeski, a 
photojournalist assigned to 
the 127th Wing. “I shot the 
image with multiple settings 
to be sure I was able to cap-
ture it. Obviously, this was a 
one-time opportunity.” 

The 127th Wing’s video of 
the year was produced for 
the wing’s annual military 
ball and included a heavy 
dosage of the wing’s his-
tory and heritage as the Air-
men of 127th Wing prepare 
to mark the 100th anniver-
sary of Selfridge Air National 
Guard Base in 2017.

“This video was one of 

my first major projects on 
joining the wing in summer 
2016,” said Staff Sgt. Drew 
Schumann, who joined the 
127th as the wing’s visual in-
formation manager, transfer-
ring from the 106th Rescue 
Wing in New York. “It was 
the perfect project for me to 
learn about all of the things 
the wing has accomplished 
in the recent past and help 
forecast where we are going 
in 2017 and beyond.” 

Schumann served as the 
producer for the wing ball 
video, with contributions 
from Tech. Sgts. Rachel Bar-
ton and Dan Heaton and Air-
man 1st Class Brandon Gif-
ford.

Other top photos from 
2016 include A-10 Thunder-
bolt IIs dispensing flares 
in flight during a training 
operation, shot by Heaton, 
while aboard a KC-135 Stra-
totanker; an early morning 
sunrise at Selfridge, shot by 
Master Sgt. David Kujawa; 
and a portrait of perhaps the 
oldest veteran of the Michi-
gan Air National Guard, Ph-
ilas Kelly, 102 at the time of 
the photo, taken by Staff Sgt. 
Samara Taylor.

This year’s 127th Wing 
photos of the year also in-
clude an image from an un-
usual source – a member of 
the Ohio Air National Guard. 
The image, of A-10s and a 
KC-135 flying over Selfridge 
Air National Guard Base was 
shot by Senior Master Sgt. 
Beth Holliker, a photojour-
nalist with the 180th Fighter 
Wing in Toledo. The image 
was taken from a 180th F-16 
Fighting Falcon during a 
photo mission around the 
state of Michigan in May.

A number of the 127th 
Wing’s photos, videos and 
other products created by 
the wing’s public affairs staff 
will now be forwarded to the 
U.S. National Guard Bureau 
for consideration in the bu-
reau’s annual national com-
petition program.

PHOTOGRAPHY

127th Wing Command photos named tops of 2016

U.S. AIR NATIONAL GUARD PHOTO BY MASTER SGT. DAVID KUJAWA

An A-10 Thunderbolt II and two KC-135 Stratotankers are seen near the Base Operations Building at Selfridge Air 
National Guard Base in the early morning hours of May 12, 2016. The two aircraft are flown by the Michigan Air 
National Guard’s 127th Wing, the host unit at Selfridge. (U.S. Air National Guard photo by Master Sgt. David Kujawa)

U.S. AIR NATIONAL GUARD PHOTO BY SENIOR AIRMAN RYAN ZESKI

Taken from aboard a Coast Guard HH-65 Dolphin Helicopter, this photo of the 127 th Wing at Selfridge Air National 
Guard was judged to be the 127 th Wing’s photo of the year for 2016. 
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U.S. AIR NATIONAL GUARD PHOTO BY MASTER SGT. DAVID KUJAWA 

Two A-10 Thunderbolt II aircraft of the 107th Fighter Squadron 
from Selfridge Michigan, roll away from a KC-135 Stratotanker 
of the 171st Air Refueling Squadron also from Selfridge 
Michigan, after an air refueling while flying over Latvia, during 
the NATO exercise Saber Strike on June 21, 2016.

U.S. AIR NATIONAL GUARD PHOTO BY SENIOR AIRMAN RYAN ZESKI

Team Selfridge’s flight crew members from the 171st 
Air Refueling Squadron and the 107th Fighter Squadron 
participated in training operation Patriot Sands. Patriot 
Sands provides crew members with realistic training for 
undergoing emergency situations.

U.S. AIR NATIONAL GUARD PHOTO BY TECH. SGT. DAN HEATON

Airmen from the 127th Air Refueling Group prepare to 
deploy from Selfridge Air National Guard Base, Mich., to 
the U.S. Central Command Area of Responsibility, on the 
evening of Dec. 12, 2016. 

U.S. AIR NATIONAL GUARD PHOTO BY SENIOR AIRMAN RYAN ZESKI

Children from the Warren Woods school district view a model aircraft display in the museum at Selfridge Air National 
Guard Base, Mich., July 14, 2016. The museum is home to more than 30 aircraft once used by the United States Military. 

U.S. AIR NATIONAL GUARD PHOTO BY STAFF SGT. SAMARA TAYLOR

Philas Kelly, who served in the Michigan National Guard 
from 1937 to 1940, holds his 107th Observation Squadron 
patch from his days in uniform. Kelly visited the 107th 
Fighter Squadron at Selfridge Air National Guard Base, 
Mich., on March 15, 2016, to learn about the current 
mission of his old unit.

U.S. AIR NATIONAL GUARD PHOTO BY TECH. SGT. DAN HEATON

An A-10 Thunderbolt II dispenses flares during a training 
flight over northern Michigan. The aircraft are seen from 
a KC-135 Stratotanker aircraft. The aircraft are all are 
assigned to the Michigan Air National Guard’s 127th 
Wing and are assigned to Selfridge Air National Guard 
Base, Mich.
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By Geoff Janes
78th Air Base Wing  
Public Affairs

The first thing you no-
tice about Airman 1st Class 
Corynn Marcelo when she 
talks about her recent de-
ployment to Afghanistan 
is her professionalism and 
military bearing.

She carries herself like 
a seasoned veteran and 
speaks with a quiet au-
thority usually reserved 
for older, more experi-
enced troops. Yet there’s 
something that just doesn’t 
seem to fit.

It’s only when the Flint 
native tells you about how 
she came to the decision 
to join the Air Force that it 
dawns on you. 

She’s only 21.
Just like countless other 

young Americans, she has 
family who served in the 
military, and she tried a 
bit of college before decid-
ing what she really wanted 
was something different 
— something challenging. 
So she enlisted in the Air 
Force to create a new life 
for herself, and she found it 
here with the 78th Medical 
Group where she works in 
Bldg. 701 performing med-
ical logistics.

It’s a job she’s proud of, 
and one she’s quick to point 
out helps keep the Med 
Group running.

Marcelo had only been 
married a couple of months 
to her husband — a mem-
ber of Team JSTARS here 
— when she first got her or-
ders to deploy last year. His 
deployment followed a cou-
ple of months later, and he 
too has since returned to 
Robins.

“I was actually excited,” 
she said enthusiastically. 
“Our job field, we don’t get 
to deploy very much, and I 
wanted to deploy at least 
once in my career to get the 
experience.”

It was a long haul from 
here to there. The journey 
took six days, with four 
stops flying on three differ-
ent aircraft. It marked the 
beginning of a five-and- a-
half month deployment 
which would change her 
outlook on life.

Marcelo said the trip 
in went smoothly, and 
she felt prepared because 
she knew an airman who 
was already there. She at-
tended one of the train-
ings with me prior to de-
ployment, Marcelo said of 
the airman already on sta-
tion, and said she was able 
to tell her what to expect.

On the ground, the young 
airman was assigned to 
work in an aid station at an 
Army Special Operations 
unit at Camp Vance. That 
unit was the Special Opera-
tions Joint Task Force - Af-
ghanistan/NATO Special

Operations Component 
Command - Afghanistan. It 
was a joint assignment and 
not only did she work with 
Americans, she also worked 
with an Australian and an 
Austrian senior medic.

She said it was very easy 
to work with them, but said 
the accents and the slang 
took a little getting used to.

Her day-to- day tasks be-
gan in the morning with 
seeing folks at sick call – a 
change for her because han-
dling logistics, she didn’t 
normally work with pa-
tients. Then it was business 
as usual doing whatever 
task was required for the 
rest of the 10-hour shifts she 
worked seven days a week. 
Something else that became 
business as usual was the 
sound of alarms and sirens 
going off with a resounding, 
“Incoming!

Incoming! Incoming!” 
It was a recollection she 
shared rather matter of 
factly … like telling you she 
grabbed breakfast on the 
way to work.

“It was pretty regular for 
us to get IDF (indirect fire),” 
she said. “There were times 
when there were more at 
once. I think Sept. 11 we got 
one every couple of hours 
throughout the night. Other 
days we’d get like one or 
two. Sometimes they were 
on the other side of base, 
sometimes they were on the 
flight line. Twice they hap-
pened to land on our camp.”

The regular attacks made 
Marcelo very appreciative of 
the alarms and of the U.S. 
firepower designed to re-
move the threat.

“It was scary … loud … 
It makes you realize that 
C-RAMs (Counter-Rocket, 
Artillery, Mortar intercept 
based weapon) are a very 
good thing,” she said with a 
knowing grin. “When they 
shoot them out of the sky 

and the remnants come 
down, it’s a lot better than 
the entire IDF landing.”

Marcelo said that now 
that she has lived through 
it, she knows exactly what 
she would tell another air-
man if they got word they 
were being called up.

“When you’re back at 
home, if there are differ-
ent sections in the job you 
do, try to rotate to as many 
as you can,” she said. “I was 
lucky that I was able to, be-
cause when I deployed I 
was the only logistics per-
son, but I did every job. If I 
wasn’t able to get the chance 
to work in all those sections 
(at Robins), I don’t know if I 
would’ve been equipped to 
do it over there.”

She said the experience 
broadened her perspective, 
and she feels like it was not 

without purpose.
“If you get the chance 

to do it, do it,” she said. “It 
sucks when you’re there, and 
it sucks to be away … I feel 
like it’s going to help you on 
the home station side. I feel 
like I made a difference be-
cause going out there and 
being able to support the 
mission first hand … to be 
able to order all those sup-
plies with missions going on 
… (those supplies could have 
saved people’s lives).”

When she got the news 
she was returning home, 
she said it was an amazing 
feeling. She also said that 
since she has returned, she’s 
had folks ask her about join-
ing the military.

“Every time I tell them it 
was the best decision of my 
life,” she said. “Ya know, you 
get to meet new people and 
see new places – do things 
you couldn’t really do if you 
just went to college and 
stayed at home.”

SELFRIDGE FLYER

Flint native Marcelo flies high in Air Force

COURTESY PHOTO

Airman 1st Class Corynn Marcelo stands on Russian ruins 
with her team from the Camp Vance Aid Station during her 
deployment. From left to right: Petty Officer Simon Eden, 
Australian senior medic; Capt. Jason Mitchler, physical 
therapist; Maj. Jeffery Berwell, medical planner; Marcelo; 
Lt. Col. Gerald Surrett, command surgeon; and Georg 
Schallegger, Austrian special operations medic.

COURTESY PHOTO

Airman 1st Class Corynn Marcelo sits in one the MRZR 
military vehicles used by the medical team she was 
assigned to while deployed to Afghanistan. Marcelo was 
deployed to Camp Vance for five-and-a-half months as a 
medical logistician from Robins Air Force Base, Ga. 

“If you get the chance to do it, 
do it. It sucks when you’re there, 
and it sucks to be away … I feel 
like it’s going to help you on the 
home station side. ”
— Corynn Marcelo
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SALES
Mon-Thu 8-8
Friday 8-6
Saturday 9-4

Call 1.586.281.2800driveserrakia.com M53 & 30 Mile • Right on the Corner!

At Serra Kia...we deliver satisfaction!

All sales prices are plus tax, title, plate and doc fees. Leases are 39 months/32,500 miles w/minimum trade or $1,000 due. Payments plus tax. No security deposit required. Prices reflect Kia Motors
America of Kia Finance Company rebate. All incentives to dealer. Must qualify for $500, Owner Loyalty or Competitive Bonus. Military or college grads save an additional $400. Must qualify for $250
down payments assistance with approved financing through a specific lender. Not all customers may qualify. All offers based on approved KMF financing. Warranty is a limited powertrain warranty.
See dealer or kia.com for complete details. Offers end 1/31/17. The Kia Soul and Sportage received the lowest number of problems per 100 vehicles among compact MPVs and Small SUVs, respec-
tively, in the J.D. Power 2016 U.S. Initial Quality Study. 2016 study based on 80,157 total responses, evaluating 245 models, and measures the opinions of new 2016 vehicle owners after 90 days of
ownership, surveyed in February-May 2016. Your experiences may vary. Visit jdpower.com.

SERVICE
Mon-Thu 7-7
Friday 7-6
Saturday 7-3

SERRA KIA | M53 @ 30 MILE...RIGHT ON THE CORNER. AT SERRA KIA, WE WILL MAKE A DEAL!

NEED CREDIT?
Serra Kia
can get it!

“Highest Ranked Compact
Multi-Purpose Vehicle in

Initial Quality”

CELEBRATE THE NEW YEAR
IN A BEAUTIFUL NEW KIA!
PUSH, PULL or DRAG YOUR TRADE! ASK ABOUT SERRA’S $1,000 MINIMUM TRADE GUARANTEE.

17 KIA SORENTO LX FWD

MSRP

SALE
PRICE

$22,487
$26,425

$65
$1,000 due @ signing plus tax,
title, plates & doc free. No security
deposit required. Stock #T70158

ALL-NEW 17 KIA
SPORTAGE LX

SALE
PRICE

$23,387
MSRP

OR $59
$1,000 due @ signing plus tax,
title, plates & doc free. No security
deposit required. #T70080

PER WEEK
39 MO LEASE

SALE
PRICE

MSRP

OR

$25,170

PER WEEK
39 MO LEASE

OR

16 KIA SEDONA SXL
#DT62000

MSRP

SALE PRICE

$36,987

$42,645

16 KIA OPTIMA LX

SALE
PRICE

$19,498
MSRP

OR $49
$1,000 due @ signing plus tax,
title, plates & doc free. No security
deposit required. #D60532

PER WEEK
39 MO LEASE

$22,920

16 KIA SOUL

MSRP

SALE
PRICE

$14,987
$16,920

$45
$1,000 due @ signing plus tax,
title, plates & doc free. No security
deposit required. #60712

16 KIA FORTE LX

SALE
PRICE

$14,987
MSRP

OR $39
$1,000 due @ signing plus tax,
title, plates & doc free. No security
deposit required. #60599

PER WEEK
39 MO LEASE

$18,840

PER WEEK
39 MO LEASE

OR
FOR A 2017 KIA FORTE LX

16 KIA OPTIMA LX

SALE
PRICE

MSRP

OR
$1,000 due @ signing plus tax,
title, plates & doc fr
deposit r

SPECIAL SAVINGS

$5,658

16 KIA SEDONA SXL

$

$

The 2016 Sportage -
”Highest Ranked

Small SUV in Initial Quality”

AUTO SHOW BONUS CASH NOW AT SERRA KIA!
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