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855-303-6866 • WestChesterFord.net
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*Trade-in value based on Fair Black Book Value. Vehicle subject to inspection. Less wear & tear. Negative equity carries forward. See dealer for details.

Come see why it’s BETTER at Fred Beans Ford Lincoln of West Chester!

Better Experience
Beans is committed to
100% customer satisfaction

Better Selection
Choose from 18 brands you know &
love with over 5,000 vehicles in stock

Better Prices
All backed by our Beans
Best Price Guarantee

Better Peace of Mind
Thanks to our Pre-owned 5-Day
Return & 30-Day Exchange

✔
Better Rewards
Thanks to our exclusive
AutoRewards Program

Better Trade Value
Get up to 25% more for your
trade-in every day
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Dear Readers,

At The Greater West Chester
Chamber of Commerce we are de-
voted to serving the businesses, en-
trepreneurs and consumers in our
thriving local communities. I could
not be more excited for the opportu-
nity to bring the news and matters
of the Chamber to the readers of the
Daily Local News.

Connecting our members to the
community is one of the chief te-
nets of our non-profit organization.
The nearly 700 Chamber members
span from retailers to restaurants,
artists to lawyers, and just about
everything in between. They are at
the heart of our robust local econ-
omies.

The Greater West Chester Cham-
ber of Commerce recognizes that
a thriving business community is
an integral part of the outstanding
quality of life in the Greater West
Chester Region. Due to that GWCC
advocates for the following prin-
ciples - Improved Tax Structure &
Local Economic Vitality; Improved
Infrastructure, including Transit;
Training, Education & Workforce

Development. In order to support
this mission, the Chamber has
made it a priority to educate both
the full Chamber Membership as
well as the Legislative Delegation
of issues of importance.

Professional development and
networking opportunities provided
by the Chamber include panel and
roundtable discussions, business
card exchanges, open houses and
networking luncheons. This Sep-
tember we’ll once again bring the
world-class training course Disney
Institute to Chester County, provid-
ing attendees with invaluable tech-
niques and strategies for business

development and optimization.
As community members our-

selves, it’s our great joy at the
Chamber to produce the annual
QVC West Chester Christmas Pa-
rade and Benchmark Twilight Cy-
cling Classic, hallmark Chester
County events for which we draw
on the support of scores of local
businesses and volunteers, as well
as tens of thousands of community
spectators.

Other upcoming Chamber
events include the Gallery Walk,
10 Grand Club offering a chance
to win $10,000 and Quest for the
Chamber Cup Golfing Outing, all
scheduled for this May. For more
information on our many programs
and events, please visit us at Great-
erWestChester.com.

We’re thrilled to now part-
ner with the Daily Local in shar-
ing with you, our community, the
many exciting happenings of the
Greater West Chester Chamber of
Commerce.

Sincerely,

Mark Yoder
President
Greater West Chester Chamber

Thursday, March 16, 2017
5:30PM - 7:30PM
Food, Massages & Photography
Zukin Realty knows how to host! Food and
beverage provided by restaurants through
out town, Optimal Massage will be offering
free chair massages, and your chance to win
an updated headshot photo courtesy of
Photography by Carol and Ingrid.
121East Gay Street, West Chester
Free for members; $10for non-members
RSVP is appreciated

Wednesday, March 29, 2017
7:45AM - 9:00AM
PNC Bank and The Master’s Baker are
hosting a morning of coffee and contacts.
Please join us at the branch on West Chester
Pike and start your day reconnecting with
fellow chamber members, meeting new
guests and enjoy beautiful and delicious treats

courtesy of The Master’s Baker.
1599West Chester Pike, West Chester
Free for members; $10for non-members
RSVP is appreciated

Thursday, April 20, 2017
5:30PM - 7:30PM
Looking for new office space? Pillar Real
Estate Advisors is hosting at an available
property in downtown West Chester. If not,
come for the food and drinks provided by
Kildare’s Irish Pub! Another unique spot to
have a party or maybe your future office!
18W. Gay Street, West Chester
Free for members; $10for non-members
RSVP is appreciated

Wednesday, April 26, 2017
5:30PM - 7:30PM
Women’s Executive Roundtable - Making
Your Comfort Zone WORK for You: An
Alternative Approach to Handling Risk and
Uncertainty
Attorney, real estate investor and self-

described “risk-averse entrepreneur”
Jennifer Walker offers her unique perspective
on managing personal and professional
uncertainty without losing your sanity.
$55Members; $65Non-Members
RSVP is required

Friday, May 5, 2017
5:00PM - 9:00PM
Spring Gallery Walk
A popular spring tradition! Visit more than 40
one-night-only art shows in downtown West
Chester on the First Friday of May. Bring a
group of friends and make a night of it!
Free to attend

Friday, May 12, 2017
7:00PM - 10:00PM
10Grand Club
Join us for the 12th Annual 10Grand Club on
Friday, May 12! Your $200ticket includes a 1

in 200 chance of winning $10,000 PLUS Din-
ner & Drinks!
The American Helicopter Museum
1220American Blvd., West Chester
Contact the Chamber or visit
GreaterWestChester.com to purchase tickets

Monday, May 22, 2017
10:00AM - 7:00PM
Quest for the Chamber Cup Golf Outing
The Quest for the Chamber Cup held
annually is an opportunity to play golf with
area leaders and help support the Chamber’s
Education Foundation Scholarship Program.
Radley Run Country Club
1100Country Club Road, West Chester
Early Bird (until April 1) - Individual - $175
Early Bird (until April 1) - Foursome - $700
Contact the Chamber or visit
GreaterWestChester.com to purchase tickets

See full details of Chamber events at GreaterWestChester.comSpring EVENTS CALENDAR
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Governor Tom Wolf delivered
his 2017-2018 fiscal budget to the
General Assembly during the first
week of February. This ambitious
budget seeks to save $2 billion in
tax payer money by merging de-
partments together, modernizing
the workforce, and offering new,
early retirement programs.

Also, the Chamber is excited to
see the proposal does not include
any broad-based taxes, such as a
personal income tax increase of
expansion of sales tax. However,
the Chamber will continue to an-
alyze and monitor some of the
proposed new taxes to see how it
impacts our members. This in-
cludes the Governor’s plan for a
6.5 percent severance tax on nat-
ural gas extracts, changes to Cor-
porate Net Income (CNI) Tax rate,
expansion of the insurance pre-
miums tax to most previously ex-
empt insurance entities, and elim-
ination of exemptions in the sales
and use tax for specialty software
and computer services, prepared
food sold to airlines, aircraft
maintenance and repair and busi-
ness storage

In addition, as reported by PA
Legislative Services, Gov. Wolf
is proposing to lower all avail-
able tax credits by $100 million
by combining them into a block
grant “to focus these initiatives
on those credits that have dem-
onstrated the greatest return in
new business investment, educa-
tion access, and community de-
velopment.”

As the budget process un-
folds, the Chamber of Commerce
is committed to continued work
with the Governor and our Legis-
lative Delegation to support pro-
business policies which will go
a long way towards making our
area and state a better place to
live, work, and raise a family.

Dear Senator Dinniman,

I am writing to express my extreme con-
cern for any legislation that would eliminate
the school property tax as a revenue source
for school districts. Senate Bill 76, which was
presented to the Senate in the fall and failed
by one vote, would have eliminated the ability
for local school boards to collect a property tax
and replace it with a school funding formula
determined by the state legislature.

I am anticipating that some version of SB
76 will be introduced into the upcoming Leg-
islative session, outlining a plan to replace the
school property tax with an increase in the
personal income tax (from 3.07% to 4.95%)
and an increase in state sales tax from 6% to
7%, with new items being taxed such as cloth-
ing and food. The bill would guarantee the
same funding for school districts in 2017-18
as they currently collect in property tax dur-
ing the 2016-17 year. However, it would cap in-
creases at that rate, except for cost of living.
Cost of living increases simply do NOT cover
the mandated expenses that our public school
system faces.

This new funding system would leave public
schools dramatically under-funded and would
force them to cut programs and staff.

The West Chester Area School District gets
a quarter of its property tax revenue from busi-
nesses. This new plan would eliminate those
funds, which amounted to $41 million this
past year alone.

The new plan would allow school districts
to go to voter referendum for capital improve-
ments but not for operating expenses. Within
a few short years, we will simply not be able
to operate at our current levels, and the qual-
ity of our educational system will dramati-
cally suffer.

We work very hard in our school district

to spend wisely and control our finances. Six
years ago, we formed a community budget
task force to analyze our revenue and spend-
ing. We have implemented numerous cost-
saving measures and continue to scrutinize
our budget.

As we plan our budget for 2017-18, we must
cover the following increased costs that the
new plan simply will not fund:

• $4.6 million in special education costs
that we incur due to a federally unfunded
mandate called Individuals with Disabilities
Act (IDEA)

• $1.4 million in additional state mandated
costs for pension increases

• $700,000 to implement a full day kin-
dergarten program, which was strongly sup-
ported by our community two years ago for
implementation in fall, 2017. We have been
planning financially within the Act 1 limits
to fund this very important program for our
children.

• Cash flow schedules for renovations
of an elementary school that is nearing 60
years old. We have been planning financially
within the Act 1 limits to make renovations
slowly and over time to keep our 16 school
buildings safe.

If this funding formula is enacted, I don’t
see how we will be able to implement the pro-
grams for which we have carefully planned.

Our district has the lowest millage rate in
Chester County. We have worked very hard
with our community to provide an excellent
education and spend dollars wisely. The ad-
ditional income tax and sales tax will cost our
residents significantly more than the prop-
erty tax they pay. I don’t see this as a viable
option for fair funding of schools nor do I see
this as a viable option for our community.

No one debates the fact that property tax
and school funding need a closer look. How-

ever, I have seen no analysis of what has
worked well in other states, and no attempt
to provide an adequate funding source for
public education, perhaps our most precious
commodity.

I can’t strongly enough express how much
I oppose this plan, and I will ask my commu-
nity to join me in that opposition. It is not the
right thing for our children.

I look forward to hearing your response.

Sincerely,

James R. Scanlon,
Superintendent of Schools

CC:
The Honorable Tom Wolf, via fax
The Honorable Mario Scavello,
mscavello@pasen.gov
The Honorable Mike Stack,
Ltgovstack@pa.gov
The Honorable Judith Schwank,
SenatorSchwank@pasenate.com
The Honorable Jay Costa,
jcosta@pasenate.com
The Honorable Scott Wagner,
swagner@pasen.gov
The Honorable Jake Corman, via fax
The Honorable John Yudichak,
yudichak@pasenate.com
The Honorable David Argall,
dargall@pasen.gov
The Honorable Thomas Killion,
tkillion@pasen.gov
The Honorable Lisa Boscola,
boscola@pasenate.com
The Honorable Thomas McGarrigle,
tmcgarrigle@pasen.gov
The Honorable Mike Folmer,
mfolmer@pasen.gov

Chamber ADVOCACY

DearWest Chester Area School District CommunityMembers and Parents:GovernorWolf
Releases
Innovative
Budget Plan

I’m extremely concerned about state legislation that’s about to be proposed that would completely change the way public schools are funded
in Pennsylvania. The plan would leave schools dramatically underfunded by eliminating property taxes and replacing them with increases in
personal income and sales tax. If this plan goes through, our school district will be facing many cuts in programs and staff.

Please take a moment to read the summary of this bill and its impact on our schools. Senator Dinniman is listed as a co-sponsor. I have
written a letter to Senator Dinniman and other lawmakers outlining my concerns and the details of my concerns are outlined in that letter.
I have included the letter below.

I am asking that you contact and send a similar note to your legislators whose contact information can be found at www.psba.org/legisla-
tive-advocacy. Feel free to send them this letter and tell them your thoughts about this bill. Don’t hesitate to call them, as well. The more peo-
ple they hear from, the more likely we are to get this stopped.

Property tax and school funding certainly need reform, but this plan is not an acceptable solution. I’m asking for your help to stop this leg-
islation in its tracks. It sounds trite, but truly our children’s future is at stake.

Thank you,
Dr. Jim Scanlon,
Superintendent
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The Greater West Chester Chamber of
Commerce and the Daily Local News
have joined forces to produce and
distribute the Chamber’s bi-monthly
newsletter, it was announced.

The Chamber Chatter, a bi-monthly newsletter pro-
duced by the staff of the Greater West Chester Cham-
ber, will now make its way to more than 17,000 read-
ers in Chester County, one of Pa.’s most affluent com-
munities.

The Chamber will continue to provide all of the

same content it has in the past and the Daily Local will
take care of its delivery meaning that the current re-
cipient list of about 800 will grow to more than 17,000.

Chamber officials said that since both organizations
focus on supporting local businesses and the commu-
nity, it was a natural fit.

“We were very excited when the Daily Local agreed to
work with the Greater West Chester Chamber to present
our newsletter, The Chamber Chatter, to their reader-
ship,” said Chamber President Mark Yoder. “We think
this is a great partnership between a fantastic paper
and our regional Chamber of Commerce.”

(The Daily Local News has been a long-time Cham-
ber member and supporter)

The newspaper’s advertising leadership agreed.
"It's wonderful for us to be able to partner with the

chamber," said Daily Local Sales Director Jen Batog.
"Distributing the chamber newsletter through the Daily
Local allows many more people to get important infor-
mation about businesses and business events in Ches-
ter County. Our goal is to help businesses get their mes-
sage out to customers and the chamber's goal is to help
businesses succeed. This partnership is the perfect way
for all of us to achieve our goals. We appreciate the op-
portunity to work with the chamber on this project."

Production and distribution under the new agree-
ment is set to begin with the first issue – the March/
April issue – to be distributed around the first week
of March. Subsequent issues – May/June, July/August,
September/October and November/December issues
will be distributed midweek around the first week of
the publication date.

Hometown Newspaper
Partnerswith
Regional Chamber
of Commerce

403N. Five Points RoadWest Chester, PA 19380 | 610-696-3371 | www.wcdentalarts.com

Whatmakes us smile?

A healthy mouth!
AtWest Chester Dental Arts, we believe that a healthymouth

meansmore happiness, more vitality andmost importantly, more

smiles (our favorite!).

Your dental health is our top priority.
That’s whywe’re offering our new patients

FREE teeth whitening
with our standard FREE set of x-rays,
exam and consult.

Visitwcdentalarts.com/free to download your savings voucher.

Hurry! This offer is only valid while supplies last.
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Investing is about more than money.
At Edward Jones, we stop to ask you the question: “What’s
important to you?” Without that insight and a real understanding
of your goals, investing holds little meaning.

Contact your Edward Jones financial advisor for a one-on-one
appointment to discuss what’s really important: your goals.

Financial Advisor
.

105 South High Street
West Chester, PA 19382
610-430-1320

M
KD
-8
65
2A
-A

Jeff Kitchen, AAMS®

Financial Advisor

105 South High Street
West Chester, PA 19382
610-430-1320

Eric S. Smith, CFP®, AAMS®

Financial Advisor

704 West Nields Street, Suite G
West Chester, PA 19382
610-436-4101

Brad Abel
Financial Advisor

206 West Miner Street
West Chester, PA 19382
610-696-0210

www.edwardjones.com
Member SIPC

PRoViDiNG LEADERSHiP AND oPPoRtUNitY

FoR BUSiNESS

Chatterthe Chamber

tHE MEMBER NEWS & iNFoRM AtioN RESoURCE

2017
JAN/FEB

Advertising Rates & specificAtions

Advertise in the
Chamber Chatter

1 issue 3 issues 6 issues
(2 Months) (6 Months) (12 Months)

Save 10% Save 20%
Quarter page Ad
4.89” (w) x 4.75” (h) color. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $300.00. . . . . . . . . . . . . $810.00. . . . . . . . . . . . $1,440.00

Half page verticAL Ad
4.89” (w) x 9.6” (h) color. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $330.00. . . . . . . . . . . . .$890.00. . . . . . . . . . . . $1,584.00

Half page HoriZontAL Ad
9.89” (w) x 4.75” (h) color. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $330.00 . . . . . . . . . . . .$890.00. . . . . . . . . . . . $1,584.00

full page Ad
9.89” (w) x 9.6” (h) color. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $380.00 . . . . . . . . . . . $1,026.00 . . . . . . . . . . . $1,824.00

Rates listed above include:
◆ The Chamber Chatter print edition (circulation 17,500)
◆ Digital flip book on DailyLocal.com and GreaterWestChester.com

Advertising:
contact Arlene at daily Local news
610-235-2634 | amcgranaghan@dailylocal.com
EDitoRiAL:
Contact the Greater West Chester Chamber of Commerce
610-696-4046 | info@gwcc.org

The Chamber Chatter is a bi-monthly publication with a circulation of 17,500. Editorial
content and advertising is limited to Chamber members. Editorial coverage does not imply or
indicate Chamber or Dailiy Local News endorsement of members’ business, product or services.

Ad Materials
iSSUE DEADLiNE
◆ Jan/Feb issue . . . . . . . . . .DEC. 15
◆ Mar/Apr issue. . . . . . . . . . FEB. 15
◆ May/Jun issue. . . . . . . . . . APR. 15
◆ Jul/Aug issue . . . . . . . . . . . JUN. 15
◆ Sep/oct issue . . . . . . . . . .AUG. 15
◆ Nov/Dec issue . . . . . . . . .oCt. 15

Preferred file format: PDF
(high resolution tiF and/or JPG is acceptable)

Many employers struggle with understanding and getting the most out of their em-
ployee benefits. As a solution for its members, The Greater West Chester Chamber of
Commerce has recently rolled out the My Benefit Advisor (MBA) program. MBA fo-
cuses on four key components – consulting, management, enrollment, and compliance.

USI Affinity remains a close partner with The Greater West Chester Chamber of Com-
merce and is the endorsed adminis-
trator of this new offering, provid-
ing members with first-class service
and support. USI Affinity is part of a
top-10 insurance brokerage form with
over 75 years of experience and is the
endorsed broker for more than 500
associations while partnering with
15,000 member-businesses.

The experts at My Benefit Advisor
can guide you through the entire pro-
cess of obtaining quality medical, dental, and vision coverage. MBA is always up-to-
date on the latest market trends, research, and best practices to help you customize
your benefits program.

As a result of the ever-changing status of the Affordable Care Act and health care re-
form, there is a great deal of confusion around health insurance and employee benefits.
Our experts provide insightful guidance, in easy-to-understand resources, throughout
the year so you can make informed decisions.

There are many more advantages to the MBA program and we invite you to learn
more at gwcc.mybenefitadvisor.com. You can also speak directly to an MBA expert by
contacting Jim Pitts at (610) 537-1377 or jim.pitts@usi.com.

Understanding The Chamber’s
MyBenefit Advisor Program
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Angelo's Cleaning
www.AngelosCarpet.com
Cleaning Services

Bartlett Tree Experts
www.bartlett.com/locations/West-Chester-PA
Tree Services

Carol Oliveto
www.carol-oliveto.squarespace.com
Photography

Chester Valley Golf Club
www.ChesterValleyGC.org
Country/Golf Club

Common Cents Planning
www.commoncentsplanning.com
Financial Services

Exude, Inc.
www.exudeinc.com
Insurance

Hureka Technologies
www.hurekatek.com
Web Development

JC Allred Agency / Farmers Insurance
www.FarmersAgent.com/JAllred
Insurance

JTR Solutions
www.jtrsolutions.com
Web Development

The Mainliners Men's Acapella Chorus
www.mainliners.org
Entertainment

The Movesmith, LLC
www.themovesmith.com
Transportation

Peloton Cold Brew Coffee
www.PelotonColdBrew.com
Food & Beverages

Precision Realty Group
www.precisionrg.com
Real Estate

ProCare Property Services
www.ProCarePropertyServices.us
Landscaping/Gardening

Spence Cafe
www.spence.cafe
Restaurant

Valley Forge Captive Advisors
www.vfcadvisors.com
Insurance

Velvet Hair Studio
www.velvethair.studio
Beauty Services

Chamber
Membership
ANNIVERSARIES
Please help us congratulate these

businesses celebrating milestone an-
niversaries who renewed their mem-
bership with the Greater West Chester
Chamber in December 2016and Janu-
ary 2017.

25Year ANNIVERSARY
Pagani and Wylam, CPA
Dusty Rose Cleaning Service

20Year ANNIVERSARY
Englund's Apparel for Men
Jon Ivins / United Real Estate

15Year ANNIVERSARY
WCHE

10Year ANNIVERSARY
SERVPRO of West Chester
Pietro's Prime

5Year ANNIVERSARY
SimoneZajac Wealth Management Group, LLC
Westtown Dental Care
Weed Man Lawn Care
Brandywine Maintenance
ecoservices, LLC
Rams Head Bar & Grill
Media One Products, LLC
Children's Country Week Association
Saints Peter & Paul School

The Chamber Welcomes NEW MEMBERS

23 North High Street
West Chester, PA

www.SunsetHillJewelers.com

610-692-0374

Sunset Hill Jewelers & Fine Arts Gallery

Greater West Chester Chamber
members receive special discount

West
Chester’s
Jeweler

since 1983
Sandra Riper, owner,
Graduate Gemologist

GWCCC Past Board Chair

+." ,-) '!*)"$+." ,-) '!*)"$+." ,-) '!*)"$+." ,-) '!*)"$
/"%( #*)%)" +"%&/"%( #*)%)" +"%&/"%( #*)%)" +"%&/"%( #*)%)" +"%&
www.AnsteyTeam.com

Kit Anstey
610-836-2348

We Sell More Because We Do More!

Barbara Cropper

610-430-3001
Barb@AnsteyTeam.com

Thank you!

3 Consecutive

Years!

Cleo Elkinton

610-529-0227
Cleo@AnsteyTeam.com

Brian Nelson

610-513-1765
Brian@AnsteyTeam.com

Bobbie Surrick

610-563-4067
Bobbie@AnsteyTeam.com

Debbie West

610-563-3861
Debbie@AnsteyTeam.com

Erinn Hazley

610-842-8039
Erinn@AnsteyTeam.com

Brynn Kennedy

484-620-1025
Brynn@AnsteyTeam.com

Office: 610.431.1100 Anstey Team Direct: 610.430.3001
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Brandywine Valley is locally owned and operated and has been serving 
the Greater West Chester Area for nearly 25 years.

NATE Certified Technicians  •  24/7 Emergency Service  •  Maintenance Agreements

Residential  •  Commercial

Call today for all your heating & cooling needs!

bvhvac.com      •      610-692-3900

PA 031124

We used to tease my mom
that she was a QVC hoarder
because she used to buy and
buy and buy to the point that
three spare bedrooms would be
piled high with QVC boxes and
most were unopened. When we
would ask her about this she’d
always say, “It was a terrific
Today’s Special Value.” Since
she has limited mobility, she
thought it was a good idea to
have plenty of “gifts” on hand.
While this is not exactly a Real-
ity TV-worthy hoarding story,
our family faced an uphill bat-
tle getting this to stop. Sorry
QVC, we had to cut her off from
making those 2am calls. While
this is a light-hearted example,
hoarding can be a serious sit-
uation impacting someone’s
health, safety and family har-
mony.

Hoarding is categorized as
a biohazard due to the sub-
stances that might be found

in your home, apartment, or
commercial building. Dur-
ing hoarding situations there
could be a wide range of things
you could find from house sup-
plies and magazines to haz-
ardous materials and animal
waste or remains. A hoarding
cleanup job may include not
just the removal of items, but
also the recovery and restora-
tion of useful and valuable ob-
jects. Always check to see if
your insurance company will
cover this situation or if it will
be a self-pay.

If you are property man-
ager, a real estate agent, es-
tate lawyer, banker or a con-
cerned family member here are
some tips to keep in mind. The
most important thing is that
the “hoarder” lives in a safe
environment. If the individ-
ual has been moved out of the
property permanently, getting
the house cleaned out cleaned

up and back on the market be-
comes the next necessary steps.

Hoarding Tips:
• Hoarders see objects having
significant value
• Often begins during adolescence
around the age of 13or 14
• Often environmentally related
• Depression is often related
• Most hoarders have Attention-
Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder
(ADHD), anxiety or Obsessive-
Compulsive Disorder (OCD)
• Consequences are more than a
messy home- unsanitary living
environment now exist
• Increased risk of fires for
occupants and their neighbors
• Accumulation of objects
• Blocked exits
• Unsafe cooking and heating
environment – 39% of fires in
hoarding homes result from
cooking
• Safety and health risks to people,
animals, and the community

There are very specif ic
cleanup and restoration pro-
cedures to follow since hoard-
ing is categorized as a biohaz-
ard due to the substances that
might be found in the home,
apar tment , or commercial
building. Certified technicians
should follow a specific con-
tents management process and
then move on to the deodoriza-
tion of the scene to eliminate
any and all existing odors that
could have come from a num-
ber of sources. If more cleanup
is necessary like, carpet clean-
ing, mold removal, or water
damage; a reputable cleanup &
restoration company will han-
dle the reconstruction efforts
also and continue to commu-
nicate with you throughout the
process.

If you have inherited or are
struggling with a hoarding sit-
uation, or simply want some
help with your mundane spring

cleaning, help is available.

Jeannie McGinn is the Director of
Sales & Marketing for SERVPRO
of West Chester. SERVPRO of West
Chester is certified in handling
hoarding or bio-hazardous clean-
ups, carpets, drapes, blinds,
upholstery, dryer vent and HVAC
vent cleaning and much more. If
it’s messy, dirty, stinky, smoky,
or plain disgusting, call us to
support your residential and/
or commercial property needs.
Reach us 24/7 at 610-692-8444 or at
jeannie@servprowestchester.com or
SERVPROWestChesterPa.com.

HOARDING OR COLLECTING? By Jeannie McGinn
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If you’re a parent, you spend a
lot of time thinking about safety.
Your goal is to make sure your chil-
dren are safe and protected, even
– or perhaps especially – when you
can’t be with them. The protective
measures you put in place and the
life lessons you pass along to your
children act as a “safety net” for
those times when you’re not there
to catch them:

• Before your child begins to
crawl, you “baby-proof” your house
by installing electrical outlet cov-
ers, placing edge guards on table
corners, securing utility cabinets,
shortening window-blind cords,
etc. Even if your child never does
try to stick a fork in that electri-
cal outlet, having the covers just in
case gives you much-needed peace
of mind.

• Before you leave your child
with a babysitter, even for just
a few hours, chances are you’ve
done some background check-
ing to make sure the sitter can be

trusted with your precious little
one. You’ve probably also prepared
a list of instructions a bit more de-
tailed than “Food and soda are in
the fridge, don’t set the house on
fire before we get home.”

• As your children grow, your
focus on keeping them safe evolves
and you transition to teaching
them how to protect themselves
out in the real world. You provide
lessons on looking both ways be-
fore crossing the road, not talk-
ing to strangers, internet safety,
and not texting while driving, to
name a few.

Unfortunately, many parents
leave huge holes in their children’s
safety nets by not choosing legal
guardians for the children. The
same loving parents who provide
detailed instructions when leav-
ing their children with a sitter for
a few hours often have little or no
planning in place for what would
happen if they never came home.

Like most parents, you proba-

bly find this scenario painful to
think about. However, your chil-
dren’s long-term safety and well-
being is far too important to be
left to chance (or a judge you’ve
never met) just because you don’t
want to think about it! It is YOUR
responsibility as a parent to put
the necessary plans in place, just
in case. Here are a few impor-
tant points to keep in mind when
choosing guardians for your chil-
dren:

1. Where there’s a Will, there’s
a way. Your Will should name the
people you choose as your minor
children’s permanent guardians in
the event of your death. It is impor-
tant that you formally document
this! You also can (and should)
name backup guardian(s) in case
your first choice is unable to serve.

2. Plan for Incapacity. Many
people name guardians in a Will,
but the Will only goes into effect
upon death. Because of this, you
should also prepare a separate

Nomination of Guardian docu-
ment in the event your children
need a permanent guardian due
to your suffering a serious injury
or illness.

3. Plan for Emergencies. PA law
allows parents to name “Standby
Guardians” who are authorized
to take immediate and tempo-
rary custody of the children in
an emergency. Naming “Standby
Guardians” can protect your chil-
dren from being taken into cus-
tody by authorities while the situ-
ation is figured out.

4. Leave Instructions. Would
you leave your children with a
friend or family member for 2
weeks without leaving any instruc-
tions at all??? Of course not. Take
the time to write down (or record,
or video) your thoughts on how you
would want your children raised
and cared for in your absence.
What traditions do you hope they
continue? What are your thoughts
on education, money, religion?

What lessons and values do you
want passed on to your children?
What should the Guardians know
about each child? The more detail,
the better. Just start slowly, do a
little at a time, and update or edit
as time goes by.

Jennifer H. Walker is the founder
of Peak Legal Group Ltd., an Estate
Planning and Probate law firm in
West Chester. 610-580-4689|www.
peaklegalgroup.com.

FIX THE HOLES IN YOUR CHILDREN’S ‘SAFETY NET’ By Jennifer H. Walker

Golfing Opportunities:
Individual – $195 / Early Bird - $175 (until April 1)
Foursome – $780 / Early Bird - $700 (until April 1)

Sponsorship Opportunities:
(Lunch, Corporate, Closest to Pin, Longest Drive, Driving Range, Tee Box, and MORE!)

For more information and registration, contact the Chamber at
610-696-4046 or visit GreaterWestChester.com
Benefits the Chamber’s Education Foundation Scholarship Program

All Players Receive:
◆ Stocked Swag Bag
◆ Golf Umbrella
◆ Lunch, Dinner, & Cocktail Hour
◆ Chance to Win Awards/Prizes!

#WCChamberGolf
@GreaterWestChester @GWCC_PA

SERVPROWestChesterPA.com

15% Off
From Your Spring Cleaning Experts

of West Chester
610-692-8444

Open 24/7 for Emergency HELP

“Like it Never Even Happened”

• Carpet / Flooring / Rugs
• Upholstery / Blinds / Drapes
• Post Construction Cleaning
• Room & Pet Deodorization

• Mold Remediation
• HVAC and / or Dryer Vent Cleaning
• Stinky Sports Apparel / Gear / Equipment
• Mention This Ad - Expires 5/31/17
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It’s tax season again and as
an accountant who prepares
taxes, I work with my clients
to make sure that they take ad-
vantage of all the deductions
available under the existing tax
code. Any expense not specifi-
cally excluded by code (such as
payments for illegal activities
and country club dues) may be
deductible. According to the
Internal Revenue Service; to
be deductible, a business ex-
pense must be both ordinary

and necessary. An ordinary ex-
pense is one that is common
and accepted in your trade or
business. A necessary expense
is one that is helpful and ap-
propriate for your trade or busi-
ness. An expense does not have
to be indispensable to be con-
sidered necessary. If something
is used to benefit your business
and you can document the rea-
sons for it, you generally can
deduct it off your business in-
come.

• Home Landscaping - Home
office deductions are notori-
ously scrutinized, so it might
surprise you that home land-
scaping is deductible. If you
regularly meet with clients
in your home office, those ex-
penses may be a deduction.

• Breast Implants - While
cosmetic procedures are not
normally deductible, an exotic
dancer successfully argued that
her breast implants were a nec-

essary part of her business, and
that without the implants, she
would lose income to other ex-
otic dancers.

• Guard Animals - If you use
a guard dog or other animal to
protect your property, you may
be able to deduct some of the
costs of caring for that guard
animal. The Tax Court even al-
lowed cat food to be deducted
for a cat that was deemed nec-
essary to a junkyard to keep it
free of rats and snakes.

• Beer - If you are a business
trying to attract customers, it
might be deductible. A deduc-
tion was approved when a gas
station deducted the cost of
beer it used to attract custom-
ers and promote its business as
a business expense.

• Body Oil - a professional
bodybuilder who went through
a lot of body oil so his muscles
would glisten during competi-
tion was allowed to deduct this

as a business expense.
• Airplane - Rather than drive

five to seven hours to check on
their rental condo or be tied to
the only daily commercial flight
available, a couple bought their
own plane. The Tax Court al-
lowed them to deduct their
condo-related trips on the air-
craft, including the cost of fuel
and depreciation for the por-
tion of time used for business-
related purposes, even though
these costs increased their over-
all rental loss on the condo.

The above examples are anec-
dotal and do not apply to most
businesses. Business owners
should not be reluctant to take
deductions that legitimately in-
crease the success of the busi-
ness. Make sure you get profes-
sional advice before you get too
creative with your small busi-
ness deductions. Saving a lit-
tle now in taxes could cost you
significantly more in penalties

and interest if your innovative
expenses are denied.

Kathy Wileczek, CPA, is an
associate at Umbreit, Korengel
& Associates, P.C., a full-service
certified public accounting
firm, offering a complete
range of financial consulting,
planning and tax services that
help you run and grow your
company most efficiently.
kwileczek@ukacpa.com | 610-
444-3222 | www.ukacpa.com.

CAN I DEDUCT THAT? By Kathy Wileczek

If something is
used to benefit your
business and you
can document the
reasons for it, you
generally can deduct
it off your business
income.

First Friday

May 5, 2017 5pm - 9pm (rain or shine)

sponsorship Opportunities still available
Contact the Chamber, 610-696-4046

www.GreaterWestChester.com

#WCGalleryWalk

40+
One-Night-Onlyart shows

@GreaterWestChester @GWCC_PA

art shows throughout
downtown West Chester.

Brings friends and
make an evening of it!

Join us on May 12 with colleagues and friends to enjoy
the Chamber’s most exciting social event of the year!

New Venue, New Food, Another Year of Chances…
Your $200 ticket includes:

1 in200 chance to win$10,000
PLUS Dinner & Drinks provided by John Serock Catering!

Even Losers are Winners…
– 1 in 3 tickets wins BIG prizes
– All losers are immediately entered into
a “Second Chance” prize drawing!

– You don’t need to attend to win!

Benefits the Chamber’s Education Foundation Scholarship Program

When:
Friday,May 12, 2017 | 7:00pm– 10:00pm

Where:
The American helicopterMuseum

TiCkeTs:
$200 (to play), $75 guest ticket

For details, call
610-696-4046

or visit
GreaterWestChester.com
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WEST CHESTER OFFICE SPACE FOR LEASE

18-22 | W. Gay Street
West Chester, PA

 Beautiful 2nd and 3rd floor office space with hardwood floors and exposed brick walls
 A total of 2,948 SF of office space. Divisible down to 500 SF
 Large windows with abundant natural light
 Centrally located on Gay Street in the heart of West Chester Borough
 Flexible foot prints

LEASE PRICE: $24 PSF Gross + Janitorial

Pillar Real Estate Advisors

The Region's Premier

Concierge Real Estate Advisors

Andrew Turner

ATurner@PillarRealEstateAdvisors.com

O: (484) 887-8202 x.13 C: (484) 888-1825
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Let Benchmark Invest in Your Future with a College Scholarship

DON’T MISS OUT ON THIS
GREAT OPPORTUNITY FOR
BENCHMARK TO HELP PAY
FOR YOUR COLLEGE EDUCATION!

contest
deadline!

Benchmark Federal Credit Union will award three
(3) graduating high school seniors each a $4,000
scholarship*; as well as two (2) existing college
students each a one-time $1,500 scholarship**.
Remember, through ALL stages of life, Benchmark
rR\ Qo WloYo W[ p\R\rkRii} mVkqo }[Vy

Submit your essay today!

Topic: u[P Pkii t ]Rjo R\ k]ZRrW k\ ]} r[]]V\kW}
QRXoq VZ[\ Wlo Xor[\qRY} oqVrRWk[\ t ZiR\ W[
receive?

Length: VZ W[ cdx P[YqX |W}ZoPYkWWo\{

Deadline: sRYrl fhz gxhc Q} ebxx Zy]y w`_
|]VXW Qo Rrr[]ZR\koq Q} anprkRi S[UoY `looW{

v[Y r[]ZioWo qoWRkiX R\q R r[Z} [n Wlo anprkRi
S[UoY `looWz ZioRXo r[\WRrW To\rl]RYj vS^ RW
(610) 429-1600, or visit the Current Promos & News
page on our web site (www.benchmarkfcu.org).
*Winners will each receive $1,000 during the fall semester of their first four (4) years
of higher education.

**Winners will each receive a one-time $1,500 for their fall 2017 semester.

610-429-1600 www.benchmarkfcu.org
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