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www.laketran.com
1-888-LAKETRAN

For PeopleWho Can’t Drive, Life StartsWhereWe Stop
Not being able to drive shouldn’t restrict your independence.
You have to get up, get to work, stop at the bank, pick-up a prescription,
and visit with friends. That’s why, for over 40 years, Laketran has been
committed to meeting the transportation needs of individuals with
disabilities in Lake County.

Laketran’s Dial-a-Ride service is a door-to-door, assisted transportation
service provided throughout Lake County and to limited medical facilities
in Cuyahoga County.

Last year alone, Laketran provided more than 260,000 Dial-a-Ride trips to
people with disabilities and the elderly. Laketran’s Dial-a-Ride provides more
than just a ride, they provide the opportunity for a better life for you and
your loved ones.

Laketran & Lake County Board of DD/Deepwood:
Partners in serving individuals with disabilities for over 40 years
Since 1974, Laketran has worked closely with LCBDD to provide transportation for clients
to get to work, school, medical appointments and social gatherings. Laketran provided over
44,000 trips last year to LCBDD clients.

In 2016, Laketran also expanded their partnership with LCBDD by becoming a Deepwood Industries
employer site. Laketran now employs 15 Deepwood Industries personnel that work daily at their
Painesville Township headquarters.

Making your Dial-a-Ride reservation is easy
1. Gather the information needed to make your trip

2-10 business days in advance of your trip.

2. Call Laketran at (440) 354-6100. Customer Service
Representatives are available Monday - Friday 6:00am to 8:00pm. Saturday from 8:00am to 7:00pm.

3. Your Customer Service Representative will take all of your information and give you a
30-minute pick-up window. Be sure you ask to repeat the information to confirm the details are correct.

4. Be ready to board the bus at the beginning of your pick-up window.

CALL ON FOR
PICK-UP ON

MONDAY WEDNESDAY

TUESDAY THURSDAY

WEDNESDAY FRIDAY

THURSDAY SATURDAY/
MONDAY

FRIDAY TUESDAY

SATURDAY TUESDAY

Book your trip online with Request-a-Ride
Laketran recently launched online reservations for
Dial-a-Ride. For more information, visit www.laketran.com
or ask a Customer Service Representative about Request-a-Ride.

http://www.laketran.com
http://www.laketran.com
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PHOENIX RESIDENTIAL CENTERS, INC.
P.O. Box 40 • Madison, OH 44057

440-428-9082

Opening Doors for individuals with Developmental Disabilities

Nick is a student in Broadmoor School’s
Lake Employment Experience Program
(LEEP) which is a pre-vocational assessment
and exploration training program that helps
EMPOWER students by developing their work
skills in a student’s preferred area of inter-
est according to their strengths. Nick works
part-time at Classic Chevrolet in Painesville
doing detail work on cars at the dealership.
He started as a volunteer in training then was
hired to work on his learned skills on a more
regular basis. Nick is extremely proud to be
a part of such a dynamic team of people who
share a similar interest in working with cars.
He is truly a valuable asset the workforce!

Each December, the Mentor Rotary Club
hosts a Holiday Party at Lake Metroparks
Farmpark for children in Special Education
Programs in the Mentor School District. They
complete a craft with the students, see that
Santa fulfills all of their gift requests and

Broadmoor School Enriches, Engages
and Empowers Students

also serve a pizza lunch! Students from
the Primary and Intermediate Classrooms
at Broadmoor School attend each year to
ENRICH their program offering and holiday
experience. They always have a wonderful
time with their Rotarian friends!

The Lake Employment Experience Pro-
gram (LEEP) students attend prom each
year at Lakeland Community College’s
Breakers Café. The dance is hosted by the
Lake County Educational Service Center
for all high school students with disabilities
throughout Lake County. LEEP is a pre-
vocational training program that empha-
sizes the importance of work and play that
will ENGAGE each student in community
events and opportunities. The peers of
those in attendance from area high schools
serve as helpers and join in the fun. Every-
one enjoys dancing the night away together
to celebrate another successful school year!

MISSION The Mission of the Lake County Board of Developmental Disabilities/Deepwood is to advance
public awareness and to assist individuals with developmental disabilities to become valued and

contributing members of their chosen communities.
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Barry is Engaged…
Barry is a kind, generous, and en-

gaged young man. He often refers to
his home as “the place where I sleep”.
Barry is involved in many activities,
participating in a bowling league on
Saturday’s, Karaoke night at a local
restaurant and multiple recreation
activities.

Barry is an active participant in Win-
ter and Summer Special Olympics. In
winter he participates in snowshoeing
and in the Summer Olympics he par-
ticipates in track and field events and
swimming. Barry proudly shares that
he has won gold medals in track and

field, silver in swimming and bronze in
bowling.

Barry is an active employee at the
Willoughby Branch of Deepwood In-
dustries He also enjoys volunteering
at the Old South Church food pantry
in Kirtland where he helps to unload
a truck with items from the Cleveland
Food Bank, clean and stock shelves as
well as pack small lunches for those
people who may need assistance. His
friend Bill Knox at the church said
,”Wow! What a difference Barry and
his friends have made at the Food
Pantry. He praised the positive impact

Broadmoor’s early childhood and preschool services engage,
enrich and empower families for success

ENGAGEMENT and collaboration with members
of our community is essential for building trust and
forming lasting relationships. Broadmoor School’s
Preschool students enjoy regular visits from our lo-
cal police department and other community helpers
who teach students the importance of their presence
in the community. The students engage in many
interactive and learning activities with the police
officers including talking about bike safety, wearing

bike helmets and how to safely cross the street. Kiera,
Alex and Mason were especially captivated by the of-
ficer’s uniform and equipment including their gun,
badge walkie-talkie and handcuffs. All of the students
receive a goodie bag with safety coloring books, tattoos
and stickers.

We appreciate and value our police and other com-
munity helps who help keep us safe in our school and
in our community.

this group has made in the smooth
running of the pantry. Their contribu-
tion has enriched so many lives.”Barry
states he enjoys volunteering there
because “everyone is really nice to me
and it is always good to help others
because sometimes I may need help”

Barry is a part of the Advocacy Com-
mittee which also hosts the Chili Cook
Off. For over 10 years their competi-
tion raises money which is donated
to local charities like Project Hope,
Ronald McDonald House, Lake County
Humane Society, Penitentiary Glen
and so many more.

Our intuitive designs, uncompromising standards and precise construction are a result of more than 30
years of experience. We build for the future by creating environments where our residents can relax and

enjoy life. Through strategic planning, adherence to structural integrity and attention to detail,

NORTHEAST OHIO’S PREMIER RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPER

WWW.VINTAGE-GROUP.COM

WE OFFER THE BEST ON THE MARKET.
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OUR Site
Light Assembly
Bulk Mailing
Packaging
Inspection
Scanning
Shredding
Shrink Wrap

Banquet Set-Up
Shopping Retail
Housekeeping
Laundry
Restaurant

YOUR Site
Community Employment
Supervised Contracting

Whether it’s YOUR Site or OUR Site, DI can
handle all your subcontracting or community
employment needs.

Call for a quote: 440-350-5085
www.deepwoodindustries.com

Empowering
People Inc.

People helping people - one person at a time

Manor Home ~
Stewart Lodge

440-536-6060
Serving Persons with

Developmental Disabilities

Imagine Empowers Through Skill Development
The Imagine Program focuses on empowering individuals

to gain the skills necessary for gaining meaningful employ-
ment, as well as the skills necessary to engage and participate
in their surrounding communities.

Zack and Mia are able to experience new events and activi-
ties and are therefore empowered to identify future goals.
Incorporating shopping trips to grocery stores has allowed
for expansion of money skills and experiencing the sense of
empowerment to purchase the things they want and need.

Scott received an Individual Options Waiver in March 2016.
I.O. Waiver services provided him the opportunity to move
into a home in the community. Scott has needed to move
several times in his life and starting over can be difficult.
Despite being the “new kid” once again, Scott demonstrated
his resilience by becoming actively engaged in his new high
school. He is often found cheering the Blue Streaks to victory
at basketball and football games and enjoys a night out at
Madison’s Homecoming Dance. Scott is also actively engaged
in his school work and is looking forward to graduation. The
success that Scott felt as a result of his engagement with his
local high school has boosted his confidence. Scott is now
thinking of ways to increase his independence, get a summer
job and is considering his higher education options as well.

Way to go, Scott!

Empowered
Employee

Morgan enrolled
on a Level 1 waiver
in 2014. At that time,
he was living with his
mother, in their family
home in Painesville,
Ohio. Morgan was not
engaged in any ac-
tivities outside of the
home, and had lim-
ited exposure to the
environment around
him. Since engaging
in services through the waiver, Morgan has secured full
time employment at Vocational Guidance Services four
days each week. Morgan now serves as a role model to
others who attend the program, and has become an ex-
emplary employee; empowering other individuals towards
work to reaching their potential. In addition to his work
related achievements, Morgan now lives independently in
an apartment of his own. He has learned to establish and
adhere to a monthly budget and is paying his own bills.
While working to achieve these goals, Morgan has devel-
oped an increased self esteem and self worth; continuing
to grow in all facets of his life.

Engaged Blue Streak

http://www.deepwoodindustries.com
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LAKEMETRoPARKS.CoM

Adapted Programming
Try out Lake Metroparks’ award-winning adapted boating programs!

Other programs also include dancing, fishing, sports, recreation and more!
Programs are designed specifically for individuals with special needs.

For more information, visit bit.ly/lmadapted or call the Lake Metroparks
Registration Department at 440-358-7275 or 800-669-9226.

LAKE METRoPARKS

The Family
SpecialiSTS
Quality

HealtH Care
iN

lake CouNty

Now AcceptiNg New pAtieNts

Extended Hours till 7:30PM
Accepts most Major Medical

Lake County FamiLy PraCtiCe
Located In Lake Ambulatory Care Center
9500 Mentor Avenue, Suite 100, Mentor, Ohio 44060
(440)352-4880

Living
OppOrtunities

inc.
If you or someone you know has a friend or family member with intellectual disabilities, we invite you to visit or
contact us at Living Opportunities. We provide residential living options as well as 24 hour medical care when it
is needed. Our homes are located in Madison, Ohio. You may request information about our homes and/or visit

our website. To inquire ask for Theresa or Barb.

Licensed by Ohio Department of Developmental Disabilities
Certified by Ohio Department of Health

(Employment Opportunities are also available)

DBA Lakeland DBA Woodside
DBA Kimball

http://livingopportunitiesinc.com
(440) 466-1678

Empowered through Special Olympics
Special Olympics’ oath is, “Let me win. But if I cannot win, let me be brave in the at-

tempt.” All the Special Olympians live up to the credo. Currently, there are over 17,000 ath-
letes and 8,000 volunteers involved in 191 Special Olympics programs throughout the State
of Ohio. Special Olympics provides a venue for individuals with developmental disabilities to
acquire athletic skills and prowess, form new friendships, and have fun while competing in
different sports.

More than 100 athletes are enrolled in 16 sports as part of Deepwood Special Olympics
program supported by the Lake County Board of DD/Deepwood.

Hard work, sweat, team spirit and love of sports empower the Deepwood Special Olympics
athletes all year. The Lake County Board of DD/Deepwood is proud of all the Special Olym-
pic athletes and their accomplishments.

Lake County is proud of the Dance Does It team representing USA at
the Special Olympics World Games in Austria.

Melvin’s Music Enriches
Music has always been there for 74 years

old Melvin “Jules” Dobkowski. Melvin
was born to parents who emigrated from
Poland to the United States. Melvin has
been an employee of Deepwood Industries
and chose to ‘retire’ and participate in the
activities offered at Broadening Abilities.
What is interesting about Melvin is that
he is uniquely gifted in musical compo-
sition. As a young child growing up in
Pittsburgh, Melvin had the extraordinary
opportunity to listen to his multi-talented
father play with the Pittsburgh’s Sympho-

ny. Mr. Dobkowski saw the importance
of music in Melvin’s life and taught him
how to play the accordion, the violin
and the piano. Melvin excelled to a level
far beyond the typical student of music.
Melvin’s family eventually moved to the
Cleveland area, where Mr. Dobkowski
played for the Cleveland Symphony.
It is there that Melvin’s love for music
grew immensely.

Melvin has enriched the lives of many
individuals at Broadening Abilities by
serenading his friends and staff with
compositions ranging from Mozart’s

“Moonlight Sonata” to Francis Scott
Key’s “National Anthem”. Always a
patriot, Melvin routinely sings the
“National Anthem” at various events
and leads the Pledge of Allegiance. Not
a day goes by that friends or passersby
are not left breathless by Melvin’s magi-
cal fingers on the ivory keys. When
Melvin plays, it is evident that he con-
nects with the piano on another level.
His performance brings so much joy,
happiness and peacefulness to his audi-
ences; all whose lives are enriched by
his musical gift.

http://livingopportunitiesinc.com
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save the dates

For more info visit deepwoodfoundation.org or call 440-350-5208

april 19th Art With A Heart – Tony Saccos
april 20th Miracle League First Pitch Reverse Raffle

april 21st Marcus Lantern Annual Dinner Raffle
Lighting The Way For Kids To Go To Camp
april 30th Deepwood Run Breakfast

Join Us In
supporting Children

and adults With
developmental

disabilities

At VGS, we want to hear your story.

and we want to help you write
the next chapter.

Give us a call and take the next
step toward your brighter future.

Vocational Guidance Services
Painesville Center

1 Victoria Square, #280
Painesville, Ohio 44077

p. 440.350.5442
f. 440.350.7258

Focusing on
abilities

Changing lives
Strengthening our

communitieswww.vgsjob.org

Homemaker
Personal care

services to tHe
developmentally disabled

serving lake &
ashtabula counties

emPloyment
transPortation

Beach Club
Clearwater

440 466-0988
beachclubresidential.com thegrapeescape.org

440 361-4272

The
Grape escape

lake coUnty BoarD oF DD/DeePWooD

VOLUNTEERS
Thank You!

lake county Board of DD/Deepwood
Deepwood Center Campus

8121 Deepwood Blvd., Mentor, Ohio
440-350-5050

We appreciate all of the individuals, groups, civic organizations,
schools and businesses who voluntarily contribute their time and

talents to enrich the lives of people served by the Board!

Brighter horizons

residential services

Residential Service &
Skills for Life Day Program

Kelly Skoch
x x x x

1899 Hubbard Road
Madison, Ohio 44057
440–417–4841–cell
440–417–0159–fax

kskock@brighterhorizonsinc.com

Toth’s Place Engages
Connecting with friends in the com-

munity helps write the stories of our
lives. Residents of Deepwood Center are
connecting with new and old friends at
their favorite Karaoke venue. Individu-
als break out their musical talents and
perform their favorite songs . Loving
music and singing is some of what
karaoke is about, but the culture and
community that the event brings to-
gether always engages individuals in
enjoying the finest quality of life.

Residents are Always Engaged
There is definitely a difference be-

tween watching documentaries, hear-
ing descriptions and seeing pictures of

the world’s most intriguing animals and
seeing them in natural habitats at the
Cleveland and Akron Zoos. Residents of
Deepwood Center share their interest
in and compassion for animals. Visit-
ing the Zoo with other animal loving
patrons provides enriching educational
opportunities as well as engaging in
great fun.

Lori is Always Empowered
Residents of Deepwood Center love

being active citizens of our Lake County
Community. Lor is one individual who
not only enjoys the many recreational
and social activities that Lake County
has to offer, but also enjoys giving back
to the community as a member of the

Aktion Club assisting volunteer efforts,
such as with packing bags for the Re-
publican National Convention, assisting
needy families in Lake County and the
local pet shelters to empower others to
the highest quality of life they can..

Steve is Enriched
The Science Fair is an annual event

greatly anticipated by Steve P.t. Stevie
has a chance to interact with members
of the community and with other stu-
dents as he continues to work on and
develop his scientific methods at what-
ever peaks his curiosity. Constantly
challenging himself and digging deeper
into material leads to a fun filled and
enriching educational adventure. Teddy is Engaged

Staying active with activities like Spe-
cial Olympics, church events and bowl-
ing are just a few of things that fill up
Teddy’s busy schedule. On any given day
or night Teddy is typically out connect-
ing with old friends and making new
friends throughout the community.
Teddy’s schedule is filled with family
activities and community recreational
activities. A multiple winner of gold
medals at Special Olympics in distance
and sprint events, devout church mem-
ber, and productive employee of Deep-
wood Industries, Teddy engages with
family, friends and the community on a
daily basis.

mailto:kskock@brighterhorizonsinc.com
http://www.vgsjob.org
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Always There
Congratulations on your 50 th Anniversary

8228 Mayfield Rd. #5B, Chesterland, OH 44026
440-729-2432
www.rescare.com/residential-services

Helping people live their best life

Providing Community Living Services in Lake County for 30 years

1 Public Square • Willoughby, OH 44094 • 440.951.2800
www.willoughbyohio.com

Visit our Website to see our Youth & Adult Recreation Programs

Engaged in Learning
Joe B.has was a part of Deepwood Center’s

Vocational Guidance Center (VGC) since July
2016. Joe lives in Madison with his mother
and sister. Joe is involved with Recreation
and loves the opportunity to be out and about
walking, especially in nature. In the colder
months, Joe walks indoors always smiling and
saying hello to others. Joe loves to go to the
local library in Mentor. Joe engages his friends
with his favorite books and videos about world
events, countries of origin and their cultures.
Learning about these topics empowers Joe to
improve his quality of life and engage him in
the community.

Enriched with Exercise
For over 30 years, Pete C has been attending

the LCBDD/Deepwood Vocational Guidance
Center (VGC) on main campus. Pete likes
nothing better than engaging with friends in
the walking program at the Great Lakes Mall.
Pete can walk safely indoors in the winter
months and walk in air conditioning in the
summer months. Mall walking empowers Pete
to socialize, exercise and explore new environ-
ments. Pete is forever enriching his life with
new faces and opportunities.

Exceptionally Engaged
Richard is exceptionally engaged in his

community. He states he “likes a lot of
things but especially sports and going out
to eat”.

Richard is employed at the Willowick
police station where he cleans offices
and conference rooms. He states he loves
working there because he enjoys the extra
money and meeting new people. The extra
money allows him to take his girlfriend
out to eat on the weekends. He states their
favorite restaurant is Olive Garden.

Richard rides directly to his job via
Laketran. After his shift he again rides La-
ketran to his second job at the Willoughby
Branch of Deepwood Industries where he
works in the afternoons. Richard states he
likes taking Laketran to and from his jobs
because he likes being independent and
“all the drivers are really nice”!

http://www.rescare.com/residential-services
http://www.willoughbyohio.com
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North Eastern
Ohio Education Association

5422 East 96th Street, #200
Garfield Hts., Ohio 44125
Phone: (216) 518-0200

Visit us online at www.neoea.org

NEOEA salutes the
Lake Employees for
the Developmentally
Disabled (LEADD) for
their service to clients
and the community.

NEOEA is a proud affiliate of the Ohio and National
Education Associations, representing over 30,000

educators across northeastern Ohio.

At North Coast Community Homes,
we develop and maintain safe,

affordable housing for individuals
with developmental disabilities,

mental illness, and other disabilities.

14221 Broadway Avenue • Cleveland, OH 44125
(216)-662-1880 • www.NCCH.org

Proud partners of the Lake
County Board of DD since 1988.

Groovy Garfoose Enriches and Engages
For several year the Groovy Garfoose has offered enriching experiences

for the individuals at Vocational Guidance Center and Willoughby. You may
be asking yourself, Groovy Garfoose, what is that ... well, it is a unique way
of defining Music Therapy that has a whimsical logo of half giraffe and half
moose, hence the Garfoose. The Garfoose Music Therapy empowers people
to foster relationships, engage in cognitive gymnastics as well as increase
mobility. Music Therapy unlocks each individuals potential to be empow-
ered by the move and groove and love of music.

Individuals at the Imagine Program also greatly enjoy their engagement
in the community partnership with music therapy provider, “The Groovy
Garfoose”. Participating in the Groovy Garfoose music therapy sessions not
only offers individuals the opportunity to engage in musical experiences
with instruments that they may previously have not had the opportunity
to engage in and experience, but it also further promotes social interaction
in group activities with their friends. Many of the musical instruments and
activities that they are participating with often prove to be very calming
and enjoyable for the individuals participating in the sessions. Additionally,
music therapy assists in teaching what can be a difficult skill to master for
many people, including following the directions of others and engaging in a
group activity for periods of time.

Always there…Empower
Erin M was first to participate in the partnership between

Community Employment Services and CVS Pharmacies.
She, along with two of her peers, completed a customer
service based training program at CVS’ Regional Learning
Center. This training is offered by CVS as a service to all or-
ganizations requesting this type of training…at no cost.

Erin was so proficient, that she was referred to complete
a Community Based Assessment (CBA) at a CVS store. The
CBA went extremely well, and the Store Manager was very
impressed with Erin’s customer service abilities as well as

her overall pleasant and positive demeanor. Although Erin was not immediately
offered a position, she early in 2017 did receive a job offer…from Walgreens.

Always there…Engage
The Fall 2016 Adult Services In-Service Day for Employ-

ment First consisted of a panel discussion of both individu-
als who work independently in the community as well as the
employers who hire them.

Who better to explain and educate our Adult Services staff
on the benefits, as well as challenges of working in the com-
munity, than an individual who actually works in the com-
munity.

On that panel was Ashley H. Ashley currently works for
Little Scholars Day Care, and absolutely loves what she does.

She very eloquently explained to the audience the difficulties she encountered
working in the community, but also conveyed her passion for working with chil-
dren. Ashley embodies those characteristics that employers are always seeking,
and captured the attention of the Adult Services staff.

Always there…Enrich
In 2016, Community Employment Services (CES) en-

hanced their relationship with Laketran to provide employ-
ment opportunities for our individuals.

Employers are always seeking individuals who can com-
plete the responsibilities of the job, however, having employ-
ees who bring joy and enthusiasm to their job is equally as
important.

Sylvia R has that wonderful combination of both job
knowledge and ability, as well as zeal for her job at Laketran.
Sylvia has formed wonderful relationships with Laketran

employees and has been a leader by example for her peers. Sylvia can always be
relied upon to get her work done with an engaging and wonderful smile.

http://www.neoea.org
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