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Homeowners often aspire to
have attractive backyards that
look like they belong in a maga-
zine. While these can be pic-
turesque and functional for
adults, they may not be entirely
practical for homeowners who
have young children, especially
when the majority of the yard is
covered with paving stones or
concrete.
When young children are part
of a household, homeowners
may benefit by designing yards
that are both functional and fun.
Incorporating safe play areas
for kids is one way to unlock the
potential of both big and small
backyards.
As children run off to enjoy a
playground, safety is the last
thing on their minds. Kids are
most interested in scaling lad-
ders to treehouses or coasting
down slides. Thatʼs why adults
must take it upon themselves to
keep injury prevention in mind.
SafestPlayground.com indi-
cates that playground-related

injuries routinely result in
severe fractures, internal
injuries, concussions, and dislo-
cations. In the majority of play-
ground injuries to children
younger than age 5, the head
and face are affected. Children
between the ages of 5 and 9
experience more leg and arm
injuries than younger kids. The
Consumer Product Safety
Commission states 70 percent
of childrenʼs injuries occur on
home playgrounds. More than
28,000 children are injured
each year on playgrounds
across Canada, according to
Parachute, a national injury
prevention organization.
When considering playground
equipment for the yard, parents
need to make safety a priority.
The Canada Safety Society
advises parents to follow the “5
Sʼs of Playground Safety”:
Surface, structures, site, super-
vision, and safety.
• SURFACE: Parents should
assume that children will fall. To
lessen the blow of falls, choose
playground equipment with a
perimeter of six feet of a softer
surface, such as sand, pea
gravel, rubber pieces or wood
chips. This material should be
between six and 12 inches
deep.
• STRUCTURE: The structure
of the play equipment should be
built from sturdy materials.
Pressure-treated lumber was
once the standard, but itʼs not
adviseable for kidsʼ play-
grounds, as the chemicals used
in the lumber can leach and
young children may actually
bite or pick at the wood. Use
cedar or another wood that
resists decay. Once the struc-
ture is built, inspect it frequently
for damage.
• SITE: Look around the land-
scape for an ideal place to
locate the playset. There
should be no obstacles that
children can hit while sliding or
swinging. Avoid overhanging
branches and do not place
equipment too close to trees or

fencing. Try to keep the set out
of direct sunlight, which can
make components heat up and
scald young bodies.
• SUPERVISION: Do not leave
small children alone while they
are playing. Prevent children
from using the playset in an
incorrect manner.
• SAFETY: Follow the direc-
tions for installation. Make sure
all posts are anchored into the
ground securely. Railings
should be spaced so that chil-

dren cannot get stuck between
them. Check that metal compo-
nents have not rusted and that
there is no additional excessive
wear. Be sure that no tools or
other dangerous items are left
around the yard.
Backyard playgrounds should
be built with safety in mind.
Learn the rules of play equip-
ment and yard safety.

Create A Safe And Enjoyable
Backyard Play Area WYOMISSING STRUCTURES

SShheeddss  ••  GGaazzeebbooss  ••  PPllaayysseettss  ••  PPoollyy  &&  WWoooodd  OOuuttddoooorr  FFuurrnniittuurree

Roofing & Siding 26 Years Experience
Commercial & Residential • Competitive Rates

FREE Local Estimates  

1 Montrose Blvd., Shillington, PA
661100--774433--55666600

Call For Hours

123 Green Acres Drive
Mowertown, ST
(321) 456-9870
Mon. – Fri.: 9am – 5pm Sat.: 9am – 12pm
www.YourDealership.com

YOUR
LOGO

PREMIUM JUST KEEPS GETTING BETTER, 
EXPERIENCE THE SIMPLICITY® DIFFERENCE

FINANCING   
AVAILABLE!*

REGENT™

• Briggs & Stratton Professional 
Series™ Engines

• Free Floating™ Mower Deck
• Quick Hitch™ Mower Deck 

Removal System 

PRESTIGE™

• Suspension Comfort System™ 
(SCS™, 2WD Model only)

• Deluxe Instrument Panel
• EFI Engine Option
• Electric Height-of-Cut

COURIER™

• Fabricated Mower Deck with 
Limited Lifetime Warranty**

• Front or Front & Rear Suspension 
and Ergonomic Mesh Seat

• Integrated Cargo Bed†

• Foot Assisted Height-of-Cut

*Subject to credit approval. Minimum monthly payments required. See dealer for details. 

**See operator’s manual or www.simplicitymfg.com for complete warranty details.

†50 lb. capacity, do not overload; do not carry passengers. Standard on most models.              
See operator’s manual for details.

p y

COBALT™

• Independent Four Wheel 
Suspension

• Commercial-Grade Fabricated 
Mower Deck

• Briggs & Stratton Vanguard™ 
Engine

• Foot Assisted Height-of-Cut

170001B

DALE’S MOWER SERVICE
2541 Rt. 143 • Kempton 610-756-6453

HOURS: Mon. thru Thurs. 8:00 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.; 
Fri. 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.;  Sat. 8:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.

Only
15 Min. from
Kutztown or
Hamburg

Since
1976 -

Celebrating
of 40th

Year

BIG
IRON
CASH
BACK
REBATES
$100
On Regent 

$200
On 

Broadmoor 

$300
On 

Conquest 

$400
On 

Prestige

Route 61, St. Clair      570-429-1977
www.PrideHomeSales.com

AMERICA’S FINEST FACTORY-BUILT HOMES

Authorized Builder for:

22001177  FFaaccttoorryy  OOppeenn  HHoouussee  --
SSaattuurrddaayy,,  AApprriill  88,,  22001177

AT OUR MODEL HOME VILLAGE & DESIGN CENTER,
87 PLEASANT VALLEY ROAD, PINE GROVE, PA 17963

America’s Finest Factory-Built Homes
40 Years of Quality and Value

MODULAR & MANUFACTURED
HOUSING SPECIALISTS

14
HOMES ON
DISPLAY
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DDean ArndtCONSTRUCTION

PA002349

FOR ALL YOUR
REMODELING

NEEDS
INTERIOR or
EXTERIOR

Call 610-562-0296 
FREE

ESTIMATES

The ability to perform everyday
tasks is something many people
take for granted. But as men and
women approach or exceed
retirement age, many may start to
struggle with chores and tasks
they have performed for decades.
Physical limitations are a com-
mon side effect of aging. But
such limitations do not have to
prove too big a hurdle for seniors
to clear. In fact, there are many
ways for seniors to simplify
everyday tasks while maintain-
ing their independence.
• Embrace technology. Even the
proudest Luddites cannot deny
technologyʼs potential to make
seniorsʼ lives easier. Seemingly
simple tasks like shopping for
groceries and vacuuming a
home can be difficult for seniors
with dwindling or limited mobility.
But seniors with Internet access
in their homes can order their
groceries online and then pick
them up in-store or have them
delivered, saving them the trou-
ble of walking around the store.
With regard to vacuuming,
autonomous vacuum cleaners
have removed the need to use
traditional vacuum cleaners.
Certain autonomous vacuums
employ sensors to detect dirty
spots on the floor, and these
vacuums can even be pro-
grammed to clean the home
while residents are out of the
house.
• Upgrade bathrooms. Tasks
associated with personal

hygiene also tend to be taken for
granted until they become diffi-
cult. But a few simple bathroom
alterations can help seniors
safely navigate the bathrooms in
their homes so they can main-
tain their personal hygiene with-
out fear of injury. Grab bars can
be installed on shower walls so
seniors can safely get in and out
of their showers and bathtubs.
Such bars are both effective and
inexpensive, and some do not
even require any drilling to
install. Specialty grab bars, tub
grips and tub transfer benches
are just a few additional products
that can make bathing easier for
seniors who have lost or are
starting to lose some of their
physical strength.
• Get “smart” on the road.
Seniors who are experiencing
mild difficulty driving can make
getting about town that much
easier by plugging their smart-
phones into their vehicles or
making use of the various apps
that have become standard in
modern vehicles. For example,
the maps app on a smartphone
can be connected to a car and
direct seniors to their destina-
tions, saving them the trouble of
remembering all the ins and outs
of how to get a particular desti-
nation. Seniors also can employ
apps to help them find their vehi-
cles should they forget exactly
where they parked in crowded
parking lots. Such apps can
increase seniorsʼ comfort levels

on the road while helping them
maintain their independence.
• Downsize. Whether downsizing
to a smaller home or simply
downsizing a lifestyle, seniors
may find that living smaller is
akin to living simpler. Empty
nesters may find they no longer
need several bedrooms in their
homes, and moving into smaller
homes can reduce their daily
workloads while also clearing
out clutter that can make per-
forming everyday chores more
difficult. Men and women accus-
tomed to hustle and bustle may
also find that cutting back on
professional and/or personal
commitments gives them more
energy for everyday activities
while enriching the commitments
they continue to maintain.
Aging men and women can
employ various strategies to
simplify their lives and maintain
their independence well into
their golden years.
Aging men and women may find
that technology helps them sim-
plify their everyday lives.

How Seniors Can Simplify
Everyday Tasks
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PLUMBING, HEATING &
COOLING CONTRACTORS, INC.

BADINGER PLUMBING, INC.
175 Moyer Rd., Reading, PA 19605
610.779.3640 PA017820

BLANKENBILLER PLUMBING
& HEATING
326 Freeman Drive, Fleetwood, PA 19522
610.929.2264 PA059110

COMFORT EXPERTS
207 South Richmond St., Fleetwood, PA 19522
610.944.1216 PA003038

GMI FIRST, INC.
328 Buttonwood St., Reading, PA 19601
610.921.0790 PA018509

EARL F. KEGERISE, INC.
3454 Pricetown Rd., Fleetwood, PA 19522
610.944.8532 PA000544

KLINE’S MECHANICAL & HARDWARE
62 Main St., Strausstown, PA 19559
610.488.1897 PA005685

LINCOLN PLUMBING
& HEATING, INC.
450 Morgantown Rd., Reading, PA 19611
610.376.0863 PA008609

A.P. MERKEL, INC.
123 S. Richmond St., Fleetwood. PA 19522
610.944.0476 PA009543

MOYER TOTAL
INDOOR COMFORT
600 M Noble St., Kutztown, PA 19530
610.683.7364 PA000949

WALTER F. NAUGLE
& SONS, INC.
233 S. Miller St., Shillington, PA 19607
610.777.1357 PA009617

R.M. SCHAEFFER LLC
PLUMBING
2050 Old Rt. 22, Lenhartsville, PA 19534
610.562.8362 PA023263

LEROY SCHANNAUER
PLUMBING & HEATING
1919 Old Lancaster Pike,
Sinking Spring, PA 19608
610.777.0304 PA013664

JOHN D. SMITH, INC.
10 Ballfield Lane, Fleetwood, PA  19522
610.944.8618 PA004248

Is Your Plumber Worth The Price?
We Would Like You To Be Aware Of The Costs

Involved In A Service Call:

FOR THE SAFETY OF YOUR FAMILY, FOR COMPETENT MECHANICAL WORK AND FOR
QUALITY PRODUCTS...CALL FOR A LOCAL PROFESSIONAL PLUMBING CONTRACTOR

* workman’s wages
* workman’s compensation insurance
* truck expenses - gas, oil, tires, etc.
* replacement of tools
* rent, heat, electricity, telephone
* wear & tear on equipment
* truck maintenance
* truck insurance
* fire insurance
* unemployment tax
* social security tax
* business taxes
* education & training costs

* customer property insurance
* occupational health & safety equipment
* preparation of state & federal forms
* employee life and health insurance
* postage, stationery
* office equipment
* employee vacation & holiday benefits
* registration and usage fees
* pension program contributions
* secretary and/or bookkeeper wages
* miscellaneous uncharged
* parts - oil, grease, solder,
lubrications, etc.

$30 
Purchase

$5 Off
Excludes: Feed, Fuel, Services, and Sale Items.  May not be combined 

with any other offer.  Promo Code:   

 
.

Delivery
Available

Check out our over
375 rental items at

www.mtviewsupply.com/rental

For  Garden Tillers,  
 and Everything In Between!

YOUR RENTAL HEADQUARTERSYOUR RENTAL HEADQUARTERS

5104 Old Route 22, Hamburg, PA 19526
(5 Mi. W. of Hamburg, on Old Rt. 22)

Mon. thru Fri. 7:00 to 6:00; Sat. 7:00 to 5:00; Sun. Closed
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Mon. thru Fri. 7:00 to 6:00; Sat. 7:00 to 5:00; Sun. Closed

$5 Off
Excludes: Feed, Fuel, Services and Sale Items. May not be combined

with any other offer. Promo Code: WP17. Expires April 30, 2017

$30
Purchase 50% Off

Second Rental Transaction
Second Rental Must be of Equal or Lesser Value. 50% Off Voucher
will be given in store after your first rental. Expires May 31, 2017.

Garden Tiller
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Fleetwood
Building Block, Inc.

240 West Main St., Fleetwood, PA 19522 • Phone: 610-944-8385 • Fax: 610-944-0827 • Online: www.fleetwoodblock.com

Pavers • Retaining Walls • Masonry Supplies • Patio Blocks • Pond Supplies
We have a FULL STAFF of CERTIFIED INSTRUCTORS on Hand to HELP You on Your Projects...FREE!!!

Hours: Mon. - Fri. 7 am to 5 pm;
Sat. 8 am to Noon

In Business over 65 Years!

Curtailing energy consumption
is a great way for people to pro-
tect the planetʼs natural
resources and save money at
the same time. 
Part of the difficulty with regard
to reducing energy consump-
tion is that energy plays such a
big role in our lives.
Smartphones and tablets have

become must-have items, and

these items, though not neces-
sarily big consumers of energy,
must be plugged in and
charged. But individuals wonʼt
have to unplug from their lives
to reduce their energy con-
sumption. In fact, there are sev-
eral easy, non-invasive ways
for everyday people to reduce
their energy consumption.

• Start with your windows. The

windows in a home can help
homeowners and apartment
dwellers reduce their heating
and cooling costs. On cold
days, pull back curtains so the
natural sunlight can come in
and warm the house, reducing
the need to turn up the temper-
ature on the thermostat. When
the weather outside is especial-
ly warm, hang blackout curtains
to prevent the hot sun from
warming rooms and increasing
the need for air conditioning. In
addition, address any leaks
around windows to ensure hot
and cold air is not escaping and
contributing to excessive ener-
gy consumption.
• Maintain appliances and
replace older ones. While
reducing reliance on energy-
thirsty appliances is a great way
to reduce energy consumption,
no one needs to throw away
their refrigerators. Instead,
maintain appliances so they are
not forced to work harder, and
thereby consume more energy,
to function. Routinely clean the
filters on window air condition-
ers, replacing them if theyʼre
worn down. In addition, have
HVAC units serviced annually
to ensure theyʼre operating at
peak capacity. Replace older
appliances, including refrigera-
tors, that are no longer 
effective.
• Install a low-flow shower head.
The U.S. Department of Energy
recommends that eco-con-
scious consumers looking to

reduce their energy consump-
tion install low-flow shower

heads with flow rates less than
2.5 gallons per minute. This is
especially important for people
living in homes with dated fix-
tures. Water fixtures installed
before 1992 might have flow
rates as high as 5.5 gallons per
minute, which is both wasteful
and costly. Test the flow of a
shower head by placing a one-
gallon bucket beneath a shower
head running at the pressure
you normally use. If the bucket
fills up in less than 20 seconds,
install a low-flow shower head.
• Install ceiling fans. Ceiling
fans can be installed to reduce
energy consumption in both
summer and winter. In summer,
ceiling fans can make home

interiors more comfortable by
circulating air around a room.
That circulation can make
rooms feel cooler, providing the
same benefit of an air condi-
tioner while consuming consid-
erably less energy. In winter,
reverse the rotation of ceiling
fans so they circulate warm air
and reduce reliance on heating
systems.
Reducing energy consumption
does not require substantial
sacrifice, but it can produce
substantial savings and benefit
the planet in myriad ways.
Ceiling fans can help home-
owners and apartment dwellers
reduce energy consumption
and save money.

How Everyday People Can Cut Energy Consumption
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RODNEY LOEB
SEPTIC SERVICE, LLC
Septic Tanks, Cesspools
Business & Residential
164 Mill Hill Road
Hamburg, PA 19526
PPHH:: 661100--448888--77335511
PA016924

I want yourStinking BUSINESS!

Here Comes Pooh...

• Heats 1,000-2,800 sq. ft. with 13,300-52,600 BTUs,
based on climate and home ef5ciency

• 92-lb. hopper capacity
• EASY Touch Control with scheduling, cleaning

prompts and fuel gauges
• Glass-front option and multiple color choices give

a sleek, polished look

7758 Rt. 183,
Bernville, PA 19506

www.kegerreisstoves.com
610-488-0890

Mon.-Fri. 9-6 • Thurs. 9-8
Sat. 9-1PA001654

B. Young

PPAA  ##111111118855

Asphalt Paving and
Sealcoating

Free Estimates KKuu ttzzttoowwnn

484-486-0282
••  DDrr ii vveewwaayyss   ••  PPaarr kkiinngg  LLoottss  ••  HHoott   CCrr aacckk  RReeppaaii rr   ••  GGrr aavvee ll
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QQuuaalliittyy--BBuuiilltt SHEDS FOR LESS

QQuuaakkeerr  SShheedd MMiinnii  BBaarrnn
WWee  ppeerrssoonnaallllyy  ddeelliivveerr  aallll  sshheeddss  aanndd

ppaassss  tthhee  ssaavviinnggss  ttoo  yyoouu!!
• 23 sizes ranging from 4’x6’ to 12’x28’ or custom-built to your needs
• Many styles to choose from
• Pressure treated 4x4 runners with wood siding
(vinyl siding available)

• 2x4 construction
• We will custom-mix any color for your shed
• Windows are standard in all sheds
• We have models in stock for immediate delivery

FREE DELIVERY
Within a 20-Mile Radius
Reasonable Fee Outside

20-Mile Radius
Existing Sheds Moved
For Additional Fee!

STORAGE
CONTAINERS
FOR RENT

••  DDeelliivveerreedd  TToo  YYoouurr  SSiittee
••  2200  FFtt..  &&  4400  FFtt..  SSiizzeess
••  LLooww  MMoonntthhllyy  RRaatteess

AAllssoo  AAvvaaiillaabbllee::  UUttiilliittyy  TTrraaiilleerrss  ((aallll  ssiizzeess)) ••TTooww  DDoolllliieess  ••CChhiicckkeenn  CCooooppss  ••DDoogg  HHoouussee  ••KKeennnneellss  ••GGaazzeebbooss
Before You Buy, Check Our Everyday Low Prices!!

KUZAN’S HARDWARE
AND RENTAL CENTER
1069 Pottsville Pike, Rt. 61, Shoemakersville, PA  19555
www.kuzanshardware.com • Mon. - Fri. 7:30 AM to 7 PM; Sat. 7:30 AM to 5 PM 

Financing Available

610-562-7186 We Accept:

Stop In For Details.
24/36/48 Month Plans Available. No Credit Check.

Rent
To Own

SSttiihhll  DDeeaalleerr

Spring
Is Coming!
Get Your

Shed Now!

Replacing old windows is often
a worthwhile investment for
homeowners. Energy-efficient
windows can prevent heating
and cooling loss and keep
homes more comfortable
throughout the year. Such win-
dows also can improve a home-
ʼs resale value, proving a good
return on investment for home-

owners who want to upgrade
their homes before putting them
on the market. 
According to the U.S.
Department of Energy, home-
owners might find it more cost-
effective to replace very old
and/or inefficient windows to
improve their energy efficiency.
Such an upgrade can save

homeowners substantial
amounts of money on heating
and cooling costs.
Window replacement projects
can be costly, so it pays to get
the job right the first time.
Before beginning a window
replacement project, homeown-
ers should research which win-
dows will meet their specific
needs, learning the subtleties
between finishes and features,
as well as comparing prices for
the windows and installation.
CHOOSE THE RIGHT TIME
OF YEAR:
The best time of year to plan
window replacement is when
the weather will be warm, ideal-
ly in the spring or early summer.
However, homeowners do not
want conditions to be too warm,
as each room where new win-
dows will be installed will tem-
porarily be exposed to the ele-

ments. Furthermore, caulk
adheres better in warmer weath-
er and will dispense easily.
CONSIDER
AVAILABLE FEATURES:
When replacing windows,
homeowners may want to
install the same style windows
they currently have. But the
problems that led to the need to
replace windows may still exist
even when new windows are
installed. When replacing win-
dows, consider energy perfor-
mance ratings based on the
locations of the windows in the
house. To make sure they
make the most educated deci-
sion, homeowners can investi-
gate the solar heat gain coeffi-
cient, U-factor, visible transmit-
tance and light-to-solar gain.
Explanations of these ratings
are available at Energy.gov.

DONʼT IGNORE
MAINTENANCE NEEDS:
Maintenance costs involved
with cleaning, repairs and paint-
ing can add up. When shopping
for windows, consider the
amount of maintenance they
will need. Wood-framed win-
dows may require more upkeep
than aluminum, fiberglass or
vinyl. Also, consider if certain
window types, such as double-
hung windows, casement win-
dows, awning windows, or slid-
er windows, would be practical.
KEEP HOME STYLE IN MIND:
A poor match between windows
and the style of the home can
produce unwanted changes in
the appearance of the home.
Replacement windows should
match the style and appear-
ance desired.

EXPECT MINIMAL
DISRUPTION:
When homeowners hire profes-
sionals who are good at their
craft, window replacement pro-
jects should not be a terrible
inconvenience. According to
American Window Products,
Inc., seasoned professionals
will be able to complete a
replacement window upgrade in
a short amount of time depend-
ing on the size of the home and
the number of windows being
replaced.
Replacing windows can be a
costly task, but one that will pro-
vide a more energy efficient
home that can help homeown-
ers save money in the long run.
Replacement windows can be a
smart investment in comfort
and design appeal of a home.

How To Find The Right Replacement Windows

Still made with pride in America

We Are Oil Burner
Specialists!

E.F.M. steel boilers are
manufactured using

material that is certified
to exacting physical

and  chemical
requirements.

Then the process is
defined to precisely

meet the requirements
of the ASME boiler
construction code.

Francis L. Werley, Inc.
takes the same kind of

care installing your
boiler as E.F.M.
takes making it.

Now Authorized Dealers
For Thermo Pride
Air Conditioning

Air Conditioning Installation and Service
SEE US FOR FREE ESTIMATES

FRANCIS L. WERLEY, INC.
16527 Pottsville Pike, Route 61

FUEL OIL  •  GASOLINE  •  DIESEL
610-562-2236

– FREE ESTIMATES –

Heating        Cooling

484.665.3636
hamburgantiquesctr@aol.com

Exciting Items Stocked Daily

Hamburg
Antiques Center

20 S. 4th St., Hamburg, PA
Family Owned and Operated

Located in the heart of Historic Hamburg, Pennsylvania

Business Hours: Mon., Wed., Thurs., Fri. & Sat. 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Sun. 11:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.; Closed Tues.

Furniture
Books
Jewelry
Advertising
Vintage Toys
Kitchen

Primitives
Pottery/Glass
Arts/Prints
Ephemera
Linens
Lighting

Collectibles and So Much More
Buying and Selling

~ GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE ~

RUPPERT’S REMODELING
When Quality Matters

* Additions * Basements * Decks
* All Types of Remodeling

David Ruppert, General Contractor
736 North Sixth Street, Hamburg, PA 19526
Ruppertsremodeling@yahoo.com
PA030774
610.562.4370      Cell: 484.955.5508

Fully Insured

R M SCHAEFFER LLC
Plumbing & Hydronic Heating

2050 Old 22 • Lenhartsville, PA 19534 • Ph: 610-562-8362

Residential • Commercial • Agricultural

• Water Well Pumps
• Sewage Pumps

• Water Systems & Purification
• Environmental Systems • Radiant Heat

Richard M. Schaeffer, Member Allen R. Schaeffer, Member
PA023063

TOM SUESS LAWN CARE
Lawn Care, Landscape, Mulch & Topsoil,

Shrubbery Trimming, Planting,
Fertilizing, Walls & Patios and more

(full service)

TOM SUESS
Owner / fully insured

tas129@aol.com

129 Bewley Lane,
Reading, PA 19605

Home: 610-926-7934
Cell: 610-780-7580

129 Bewley Lane,
Reading, PA 19605

Home: 610-926-7934
Cell: 610-780-7580

e-Subscribe to the Northern Berks and East Penn Valley Merchandisers at: www.windsorpress.com

906 Centerport Road
Mohrsville, PA 19541

610-926-4265
www.millerslawnmowerservice.com

Echo Spring
Cleanup

Simplicity Tractors

Simplicity, Toro, Columbia Riding Tractors,
Lawn & Garden Equipment, Echo Power Equipment

In StockBriggs & Stratton
Generators

On Sale Now
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Custom and Stock
Cabinetry

Countertop Replacements

*Kitchen Showroom*

P.O. Box 208, Virginville
610-562-1587

WAYNE STUMP
CONTRACTING

� New Home
Construction

� Remodeling

� Additions
� Concrete  

Work

PA00325

LLEESSHHEERR’’SS  AAPPPPLLIIAANNCCEESS  IINNCC..
Family Owned & Operated For 75 Years
Major Appliances Sales & Service

Bosch • Speed Queen
Electrolux • GE
Whirlpool • LG

KitchenAid • Maytag
Frigidaire • Amana

Sharp
71 Penn Street, Lenhartsville, PA 19534 

610-562-8577
www.leshersappliances.com

NEW & USED
Appliances

MOWER
RECYCLER
Recycle Your Old
Lawn Equipment!

BUYING NEW RIDING MOWER?
LET ME HELP YOU
RECYCLE THE OLD!

Riding Mowers, Tractors, Go Carts,
Minibikes, Snowblowers - Any Condition.

www.mower-recycler.com
Berks & Surrounding Areas    610.944.3047

Free Removal • Quick Friendly Service

137 Schuylkill Ave., Hamburg, PA 19526
484-660-3432 Mon. to Fri. 8 to 4:30

Fastener Place Inc.
The Area’s Leading Supplier Of

All Types Of Fasteners For
Industry • Farming • Construction

Maintenance • Mechanical • Home Projects • and more
Galvanized Hardware For Deck and Patio Construction

Cutting and Grinding Wheels, Drill Bits,
Wire Ties & Electrical Connectors.

Personalized Service Is Our Specialty
www.fastenerplaceinc.com

RANDALL R. RENTSCHLER,
INC.

21 South Third Street, Hamburg, PA

610-562-4077
Service Hours 7 AM to 3 PM - Mon. thru Fri.
Emergency Service Available. No Store Hours

CCAALLLL  UUSS  TTOODDAAYY
FFoorr  YYoouurr

Home Improvement Needs
PPlluummbbiinngg  &&  EElleeccttrriiccaall

Plumbing - Heating
Wiring - Air Conditioning - Heat Pumps

PA028367

is one of the easiest and least
expensive ways to transform the
look of a space. Paint colors can
dramatically change the mood
and the design of a home. And
depending on a homeownerʼs
goals, paint can make a state-
ment or blend into the back-
ground. 
Many people are now looking to
bold colors to make spaces
stand out. But choosing a paint
color can be challenging.
Homeowners looking to update
walls and complement decor
may want to look at some of the
more impactful colors that
Pantone indicates will be popu-
lar for the 2017 season.

Primrose  Yellow, Lapis Blue,
Flame, Pink Yarrow, and
Greenery are some of the more
eye-catching selections. Once
colors are selected, consider
these guidelines for using bolder
colors in room designs.
• Decide how big an impact you
want to make. Are you looking
for color overload or just a small
focal point of vivid color?
Remember, using bold color
doesnʼt mean every wall must be
lathered in that hue. Instead,
select one wall to serve as an
accent point and use that spot as
your bold color display.
Otherwise, rely on bold colors to
dress up otherwise mundane
areas, such as the back wall of a
cupboard or moldings and trim. 
• Try bold in a small space. Many
people are surprised at how well
bold colors work in small spaces.
Powder rooms can be an ideal
spot to experiment with paint col-
ors. Try deep colors that can
make the area seem intimate
and even exotic. Dark, bold hues
can be toned down by different
accents, such as neutral colored
fixtures and towels.
• Go bold in the kitchen.
Incorporate a splash of color in
the kitchen without going over-
board. Try an appliance or
design fixture in a bright shade.
Or paint the inside of the cabi-
nets in your favorite color and
install glass inserts in the cabinet
doors so that everyone gets a
peek of the color beyond. A neu-
tral kitchen also can be bright-
ened up with the use of silver-
ware, dishes, pots and pans,
and other kitchen items featured
in bold hues.
• Stick to boldness on inter-
changeable items. Those who
like to experiment with color may
find that they like to switch out
the colors now and again.
Instead of having to repaint
every few months, use decora-
tive items in bright shades to
make swapping out color that
much easier. For example,
replace area rugs, throw pillows
and draperies. Paint over terra
cotta flower pots when the mood
strikes. 

• Establish balance. Rely on
neutral furniture, rugs, moldings
and baseboards if you decide to
take bold colors up a notch.
This will help create a sense of
balance in the room.
Painting is a fun way to experi-
ment with color. Many home-
owners are not hesitant to use
bold shades of color when they
learn the right techniques. And
because paint is an inexpensive
option for making over a room,
homeowners who find they do
not like a particular color can
easily paint over it with a new
color.

Create Drama
With Bold

Paint Colors

How To Create An Effective
Workflow In The Kitchen

Equipment & Party Rentals

 B ethel, PA •  1-888-553-5309  •  SINCE 1990 B ethel, PA •  1-888-553-5309  •  SINCE 1990
 RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • EQUESTRIAN • SPECIALIZING IN POST FRAME CONSTRUCTION

 VViissiitt OOuurr WWeebbssiittee TToo VViieeww OOuurr PPhhoottoo GGaalllleerryy Visit Our Website To View Our Photo Gallery
 wwwwww..wwooooddoorriiggiinnaallssiinncc..ccoomm www.woodoriginalsinc.com

 HIC#PA018496

 II II I
 nn nn n
 cc.. cc.. c.

 BBuuiillddiinnggss bbyy BBuuiillddiinnggss bbyy Buildings by

 WWOOOODD OORRIIGGIINNAALLSS WWOOOODD OORRIIGGIINNAALLSS WOOD ORIGINALS
 • SERVICE & EXPERIENCE • SERVICE & EXPERIENCE

 Wood Originals has been serving customers since  Wood Originals has been serving customers since 
 1990. We will be happy to come with you to your  1990. We will be happy to come with you to your 
 building site, sit down with you and review your  building site, sit down with you and review your 
 ideas, and  offer suggestions. ideas, and  offer suggestions.

 • WORKMANSHIP • WORKMANSHIP
 Our buildings are built by our employees, many of  Our buildings are built by our employees, many of 
 which have been with us for years. We back our  which have been with us for years. We back our 
 buildings with a 2-5 year workmanship warranty. buildings with a 2-5 year workmanship warranty.

 • QUALITY MATERIALS • QUALITY MATERIALS
 We offer a concrete column post which eliminates  We offer a concrete column post which eliminates 
 wood posts in ground as well as many other options. wood posts in ground as well as many other options.

 S724944

Rt. 443 (1 mile West of 183 & 443 Intersection)
Friedensburg, PA
570-739-2100
www.dewaldandlengle.com
Store Hours: M-F 8 to 7; Sat. 8 to 4; Sun. 9 to 4

Cressona

Schuylkill
Haven

to
Pine Grove

Light

443 West

443 East

183
N

S
Lake Wynonah

Dewald & Lengle
Hardware & Rental

X

Your Schuylkill County 
Benjamin Moore Dealer

DEWALD 
&  L E N G L E

H A R D W A R E

Bathroom and kitchen
makeovers are some of the most
coveted and profitable improve-
ments that can be made to a
home. Installing new cabinetry,
countertops and appliances can
transform the look of a kitchen,
but homeowners also must con-
sider the functionality of design
when renovating.
The National Kitchen and Bath
Association suggests applying
the kitchen “work triangle,” which
is a concept used to create effi-
cient kitchen layouts. The trian-
gle comprises imaginary straight
lines drawn from the cooking
appliance, sink and refrigerator.
These are where much of the
work in the kitchen takes place.
The general idea is that when
the work triangle is positioned
accordingly — with the three
components in close proximity to
one another — the kitchen is
easier and more efficient to use.
Homeowners will be able to
move freely among these ele-
ments when they are placed at
appropriate distances, reducing

wasted steps.
The NKBA suggests following
these guidelines to create effi-
cient kitchens.
• No major traffic patterns should
cross through the triangle.
• The sum of the work triangleʼs
three sides should not exceed
26 feet. Each portion of the trian-
gle should be between four and
nine feet.
• Avoid cutting through an island
or a peninsula.
• If the kitchen has only one sink,
it should be placed between or
across from the cooking surface,
preparation area or refrigerator.
The work triangle is a sugges-
tion, not a law of design. As
kitchens evolve and more peo-
ple use them simultaneously,
designers may take certain liber-
ties — even having multiple tri-
angles at play. Homeowners
should also design their kitchens
so they function best for their
own individual lifestyles.
Kitchen layout can be just as
important as the decor and appli-
ances within the kitchen. 
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~~  NNOO  JJOOBB  TTOOOO  SSMMAALLLL  ~~
For All Your Painting Needs

IInntteerriioorr  aanndd  EExxtteerriioorr
WWaallllppaappeerriinngg  aanndd  OOdddd  JJoobbss

Call:
JEFF SLICHTER 610-562-0202

Slichter
Painting

• Residential &
Commercial Paving

• Milling • Line Striping
• Seal Coating • Hauling

285 Blue Mountain Road,
Schuylkill Haven, PA

17972

555577770000----777755554444----7777888800000000
PAOAGHIC005897

FREEESTIMATES

FENCING
To Improve The Beauty of
Your Home or Business

Many Styles
To Choose!!

Call Us Today For a
FREE Estimate on Beautiful
Fencing For Your Property.

RESIDENTIAL OR
COMMERCIAL

PVC . Chain Link . Aluminum
Wood . Split Rail

Rte. 443, Friedensburg, PA   570-739-1140
www.pinecreekcountrygardens.com

Call For Current Hours or Check Our Website At
www.pinecreekcountrygardens.com& Landscaping

For The Do-It-Yourselfers or We Install

When renovating a home,
homeowners may not give
ample thought to the roof unless
there is a leak or another sign of
damage. Itʼs easy to forget
about the roof when materials
are working properly. Some
people put off replacing or
repairing a roof simply because
of the costs of such undertak-
ings. However, the right roof can
improve the appearance of a
home and provide protection
against the elements, potentially
preventing damage to a homeʼs
interior as well.
Roofing materials have evolved
over the years, but the most
common type of roofing material
is the asphalt shingle. These
shingles are a relatively modern
invention, with the first “asphalt
prepared roofing” serving as a
forerunner to asphalt shingles,
appearing in the late 1800s. 

Roofing materials will need to
meet a particular areaʼs fire
codes and must be able to with-
stand any extreme weather con-
ditions common to the geo-
graphic region where the home
is located. Certain roofing mate-
rials may be heavier than others
and may require special fram-
ing. Work with an experienced
roofing contractor to learn more
about your available options and
to shed light on any special
installation or maintenance
issues to consider before con-
struction begins. 
The following are just some of
the roofing materials homeown-
ers may want to consider.
• Asphalt shingles: The most
popular roofing material, asphalt
shingles are guaranteed for 20
to 30 years, which helps solidify
this choice as a smart-value
product. For some homeowners,

a downside to shingles is that,
because they are so popular,
theyʼre seen everywhere. So
those homeowners looking to
make a unique statement with
their roofing materials may want
to choose a different option.
• Wood shingles and shakes: A
wood roof is another possibility,
but some homeowners find
wood roofs require more money
to install and more effort to
maintain than roofs made with
other materials. Wood shingles
are sawn from logs and are thin,
while shakes are thick, rough
and formed by being split from
logs. 
• Clay or concrete tiles: These
tiles add texture and elegance to
a roof, says HGTV. Clay or con-
crete tiles are very durable and
quite heavy, so they must be
installed by a professional.
These tiles can make
Mediterranean-, Spanish- or mis-
sion-style houses stand out even
more. Their long-lasting nature
can help offset the price tag.
• Metal: Metal roofs are usually
made from fully recyclable steel,
aluminum or alloy, making them
an eco-friendly choice. Metal
roofs also reflect the sunʼs rays
and can be an energy-efficient
option in hot climates. 
• Slate: One of the longest-last-
ing materials available in roofing
products, slate is fireproof and
comes in various natural colors
and shapes. Once installed,
slate requires very little mainte-
nance. However, slate can be
cost-prohibitive because its deli-
cacy and weight requires extra
roofing support and professional
installation.
Changing a roof means years of
improved performance and an
instant uplift to the look of a
home.
Replacing or renovating a roof
can be an impactful home
improvement project.

The return of warm weather in
the spring often marks the return
of animals and insects as well.
The spring season is a popular
time for insects to mate and
build nests. This also may be a
time when homeowners see ant
“swarms” in or around their
homes. 
Ants and termites are social
creatures, and when their
colonies become too large, flying
ants will spread out in search of
new territories and to establish
new queens. This mobility may
also be coupled with an increas-
ing number of ants marching on
the ground and scaling walls. 
Although many species of ants
are harmless, homeowners do
not want to see ants inside their
homes, especially in large num-
bers. The following strategies
can help homeowners address
ant infestations this spring.
• Identify the type of ant around
your property. Consult with
online guides or books to identi-
fy the species of ant on your
property. Knowing which
species of ant is in or around
your home can help you address

the problem more effectively.
• Create a food trap. Ants are
attracted to various food
sources, such as fats, sweets
and proteins. Mixing a very small
amount of a food with boric acid
can help control ant populations.
Ants will bring tainted food back
to their colonies and perish.
• Keep a clean house. Use vine-
gar, soap and water to clean
areas where ants are seen.

Many leave a scent trail of
pheromones to tell others where
to go for a food source.
• Treat carpenter ants at the
source. Carpenter ants will not
bring back food to the nest.
Instead, sprinkle diatomaceous
earth, or DE, around outdoor
nests to eradicate colonies.
• Work with an exterminator. If
home remedies do not work, con-
sult with a trained exterminator.

Roofing Materials Transform The Look
And Functuality Of A Home

33% OffEvery Day
CUSTOM

FINISHING

whitewoodfurniture.com
archboldfurniture.com 

ebersolfurniture.com
arthurwbrown.com

Check Out
Our Websites:

1136 Center Turnpike Rd., Route 61, Orwigsburg, PA 17961
Just 7 miles North of Cabela’s on the left hand side at the light.

Tues. - Sat. 10 am to 5 pm, Sun. Noon to 4 pm - All Major Credit Cards Accepted

“Real Wood – Real Quality – Real Value”
HUGE Selection For Every Room In Your House or Of6ce!

Just Arrived!

$5000 off
with purchase of $250 or more

*Cannot be combined with any other discount offer.
Does not apply to previous purchases. Expires 3/31/17. WPSculps Hill Un+nished FURNITURE

Over 100 Varieties of
Occasional Tables
& Media Centers

Everything from
Plant Stands to Phone Stands...

End, Coffee, Accent & Sofa Tables.
~ GREAT GIFT IDEAS! ~

CustomizedTo YourSpecs
Finished
Furniture

Sculps Hill
“Un�inished
Furniture”

“FURNITURE FOR LESS”
570-366-8948

Call: Glen
610-926-5671
FAX:
610-916-2954Fleetwood, Pa.Don’t leave that shed behind! Move it with you!Do you have an unwanted shed, gazebo, or playhouse?

WEAVERS HAULINGOver 29 Years Experience!

ReasonableRates
FREEESTIMATESServing PA & NJfor over 29 years!!!

COUNTRYSIDE COAL
Delivery Service

Anthracite Coal - Hard - Medium Hard
All Sizes - Courteous Delivery Service
717-933-9263 717-269-0804

WE SELL
BLASCHAK COAL

DAVID W. ROHRER,
PROP.

Addressing Spring Ant Problems
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SCOTT MILLWORK CO., INC.
40 North Sillyman Street, Cressona • Phone: 570-385-2046

Hours: Mon. - Fri. 7 a.m. to 5 p.m.; Sat. 7 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

Save on LARSON® Storm Doors and Insulating Storm Windows during the Spring Sale now through May 15.
Whether you want to improve energy efficiency or add ventilation, LARSON® storm doors or insulating storm
windows are a quick, easy way to refresh your home.

STORM DOORS $15.00Mail-In Rebate*
Select from a complete
line of storm doors with
colors and sizes
designed to fit
your home.
LARSON®

Spring Sale Rebate
offer April 1 - May 15, 2017
*Valid on any standard size LARSON
storm door. Limit 2 purchases
per household. Not valid with
any other offer.
**Rebate available on all 
insulating Storm Windows
ordered. Not valid with
any other offer.

346-60
4 Handle Finishes

$29095
After Mail-In Rebate

370-81
Wood Core

$17795
After Mail-In Rebate

350-04
2 Handle Finishes

$17595
After Mail-In Rebate

370-50
Versa Screen
$14195

After Mail-In Rebate

298-SS
Wood Core

$11795
After Mail-In Rebate

Be Wise and Weatherize

SPRING SALE

GET READY FOR SPRING
AND SAVE DURING THE LARSON SPRING SALE.

$2,000.00 REBATE
“440 TRACTOR SAVINGS PROGRAM”

Purchase a New “440” Tractor
February 13, 2017 through June 30, 2017

And Receive Either a $2,000.00 Instant Rebate

OR
A $1,000.00 REBATE
“AND” A 1-YEAR WARRANTY EXTENSION

(3 Total Years Of Warranty Coverage)

ROY STEINER SALES & SERVICE
151 Sousley Rd., Lenhartsville, PA 19534

Phone: 610-756-6150   |   steiner151@verizon.net
Subject to availability

Spring cleaning is an annual rite
of passage in many households.
Because winter weather tends
to encourage people to stay
indoors more than they would
during other times of the year,
clutter can slowly but surely
accumulate in a home over the
course of a typical winter. That
makes spring cleaning a neces-
sity.
Few homeowners likely enjoy
spring cleaning. The warm
weather associated with the
arrival of spring makes many
people who have spent the pre-
vious months indoors less than
enthusiastic about spending a

spring weekend indoors clean-
ing and clearing away a sea-
sonʼs worth of clutter. But home-
owners who organize their
spring cleaning projects can
ensure such efforts take just a
weekend or less.

ENLIST THE WHOLE FAMILY.
Chances are everyone who lives
in the home can lay claim to
some of the dirt, grime and clut-
ter that built up over the winter.
So it only makes sense that
everyone then pitches in to
clean the home come spring-
time. Parents and heads of
household can delegate tasks to

everyone, incentivizing coopera-
tion with the promise of rewards
if the cleaning is completed in a
single weekend. 

CLEAR YOUR SCHEDULE. 
Another way for homeowners to
ensure their spring cleaning pro-
jects are started and finished in
a single weekend is to clear their
schedules for the entire week-
end. Homeowners who expect
to spend part of their day away
from home and still finish their
spring cleaning projects will like-
ly find the job unfinished come
Sunday night. When planning a
spring cleaning weekend,

schedule projects for a weekend
when you have no prior commit-
ments or plan far enough in
advance that you can avoid
making plans on a given week-
end. While it might not make for
the most eventful weekend, it
will greatly increase your
chances of getting everything
cleaned and cleared out in two
days.

DO YOUR HOMEWORK. 
Homeowners who want to com-
plete their spring cleaning in a
single weekend should do their
homework with regard to finding
local recycling centers or chari-
table organizations to whom
they intend to donate items.
Many charitable organizations
will come to private homes to

pick up donations, but such
pickups often must be arranged
in advance rather than on the
morning of the day homeowners
want items to be taken away. In
addition, if recycling will be a
part of your spring cleaning
efforts, familiarize yourself with
the weekend hours of nearby
recycling plants so you can drop
items off on your cleaning week-
end instead of leaving them
lying around to be donated later.
Spring cleaning might not make
for the most enjoyable way for
homeowners to spend a week-
end. But planning ahead and
making efficient use of the time
available to them can help
homeowners tackle their spring
cleaning projects in a single
weekend.

Ways To Tackle Spring Cleaning Projects
In A Single Weekend

Time To Perk Up
Your Driveway

Fill (Sand - Stone) Driveways (Base Stone)
• Heating Oil Products
• Burner Cleaning
• Service Contracts
• Budget Payment Plans Available
Get Your Order In Now

E.S. SAVAGE, INC.
221 Island St., Hamburg, PA 19526

Come See Our
Cardtrol

Gas Pump Facility

Phone:
610-562-7581

Spring

How To Tame Indoor Home Odors
A clean home interior can make a strong first
impression on prospective buyers, but only if that
home is accompanied by pleasant scents. Odors
can make a strong impact on buyersʼ perceptions
of a home, including its level of cleanliness and
upkeep. 
Although dirt and other grime can contribute to the
odor of a home, additional culprits can contribute
to foul smells as well. Everything from pets to the
foods cooked in the kitchen to the hidden pres-
ence of mold can impact air quality and odor inside
a home. Fortunately, there are ways to remedy
stinky problems and come away with sweet-
smelling solutions.
Itʼs important for homeowners to realize that foul
air inside a home can be the result of poor indoor
air quality — which can be a health hazard. The
United States Environmental Protection Agency
ranks indoor air quality as a top five environmental
risk to public health. EPA studies found indoor air
pollutants were generally two to five times greater
than outdoor pollution levels. In some cases,
indoor air pollution was 100 times greater. The
United States Consumer Product Safety
Commission says the following can contribute to
poor indoor air quality and also to some interior
odors: combustion sources; tobacco products;
building materials and furnishings; wet or damp
carpet; cabinetry or furniture made of certain
pressed wood products; products for household
cleaning and maintenance and even outdoor
sources such as radon, pesticides and outdoor air
pollution.

So how does one remedy poor indoor air quality
and odors inside a home? These tips can improve
conditions.
• Ensure adequate ventilation. Open windows and
doors when weather permits to eliminate the con-
centration of pollutants and help air out odors. Use
exhaust fans in kitchens and baths to pull indoor
air to the outside.
• Invest in an air filter. A high-efficiency particulate
air filter will force air through a fine mesh and trap
harmful particles, such as pet dander, smoke,
pollen, and dust mites, that can build up in a home.
Remember to change the filter regularly.
• Increase the number of plants. Plants can bright-
en interior spaces, and theyʼre also remarkable at
cleaning indoor air. The Clean Air Study conduct-
ed by NASA set out to find out the best way to
clean the air in space stations. The association
found that the Boston fern, spider plant, Chinese
evergreen, weeping fig, variegated snake plant,
and English ivy, among many other plants, were
ideal for filtering air and removing harmful contam-
inants. 
• Ditch disposal odors. Food can become trapped
and decompose in garbage disposals. Cut citrus
fruit into chunks and drop them into a running dis-
posal to remove many odors.
• Air out the washer. New washing machines have
tight seals and gaskets that do not allow air to pen-
etrate (or water to leak out). Mildew can grow as a
result. Leave the washer door open after a round
of laundry to let things dry and air out.
• Tame pet odors. Pets contribute heavily to odor
in a home. Wet dog smells are prevalent on rainy
days, while cat litter boxes can pack a pungent
punch. Cleanliness can cut down on smells. Use
activated charcoal in litter products to tame smells
and empty the litter box frequently. Make sure
dogs are dried off thoroughly when coming in from
the rain, and use a deodorizing spray on pet fur.
Regular grooming can help as well.
Odors in a home can be embarrassing and set a
poor tone when inviting company over or show-
casing a home for prospective buyers. Keep odors
at bay by identifying the sources of smells and tak-
ing action.

DID YOU KNOW?
If you think that the only way to
exercise and burn calories
involves gym equipment, think
again. Yard work can be just as
challenging as a thorough aero-
bics workout at a nearby fitness
club. Manual tools will get you
moving and can burn a sub-
stantial amount of calories. Try
to vary positions and alternate
which hands you use to reduce
strain and get an even workout.
Fitness experts say that gar-
dening can improve strength,
increase endurance and assist
with flexibility. Clearing a pond
or weeding can burn some 300
calories in an hour. Forty-five
minutes worth of gardening can
burn as many calories as 30
minutes of aerobics.
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• 30 YEARS EXPERIENCE
• LICENSED AND INSURED
• FREE ESTIMATES

• WATER CONDITIONING
• REMODELING/NEW CONSTRUCTION
• WELL PUMP SERVICE & INSTALLATION

61 PRICETOWN ROAD • FLEETWOOD, PA 19522

610-683-5465     Fax: 610-683-3296

Specializing in 
All Types of
Plumbing,
Heating,
Cooling,

Electrical Service 

SOCIETY
CLEANERS

216 S. 4th St., Hamburg, PA 19526
PH: 610-562-7852

20% OFF
If You Book By April 29, 2017

Spruc
e Up For Spring

Construction � Remodeling � Painting
• Garages • Family Rooms
• Kitchens • Bathrooms
• Replacement Windows • Additions

& Doors, Storm Doors • Decks
• Ceramic Tile • Siding
• Vinyl, Hardwood & • Ceilings

Engineered Flooring • Formica & Corian

QUALITY WORKMANSHIP AND
MATERIALS

WE ALSO DO SMALL JOBS.
Free Estimates

Call 610-926-1999
MEMBER OF HOME BUILDERS ASSOCIATION

Bernard G. Spohn

PA013306

Trencher Cab & Snow Blower Rototiller Rotary Sweeper Core Aerator

The new 440 offers many new features including a foot pedal for forward and reverse operation, repositioned 
hand controls, new hydraulic system, stronger axles, more horsepower, folding rops bar (standard), 2” 

receiver hitch (standard), seven-position seat adjustment that lowers as it moves forward, newly 
designed dash, four halogen headlights, 40-amp charging system (standard), stronger battery, 

electric clutch for PTO engagement (standard). Same quick-hitch system for the many 
f r o n t - mounted attachments.

INTRODUCING
THE  ALL NEW
STEINER® 450

235 Tractor with 
25 HP Kubota 
Diesel Engine.

Fully hydrostatic unit. Front-wheel drive, rear-wheel 
steer. Foot pedal for F&R. Unit accepts many of the 
“Quick Hitch” front mounted “Steiner” attachments.

235 Tractor with
25 HP Kubota 
Diesel Engine.

Fully hydrostatic unit. Front-whewhe llel el dddridrivve, rear-wheel 
steer Foot pedal for F&R Unit accepts many of the

Trencher Cab & Snow Blower

The new 440 offers many 
hand controls, new hy

receiver hitch (st
designed d

electr
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School Districts, Townships, State & 
County Parks, Etc. Can Purchase 

Under PA State Contract!

FINANCING 
PLANS 

AVAILABLE

$2000

REBATE ON

440

GO WHERE OTHERS WON’T
DO WHAT OTHERS CAN’T

ROY’S STEINER SALES
151 Sousley Road, Lenhartsville, PA 19534

610.756.6150 • Cell 610.217.6446
steiner151@verizon.net

ROY’S STEINER SALES
GET ATTACHED – 25 attachments available at

The invisible systems in a home
often are taken for granted.
When such systems are working
as expected, daily life moves
along smoothly. However, when
a system goes awry, it can neg-
atively impact routines and may
create a dangerous home envi-
ronment. This is especially true
when something goes wrong
with a homeʼs electrical system. 
Faulty wiring is a leading cause
of residential fires. Many home-
owners, particularly those who
live in older homes, might be liv-
ing in properties that have out-
dated electrical systems. The
experts at Lowes ProServices
state that having old wiring
and/or insufficient amperage in
a house can endanger resi-
dents. It also may damage appli-
ances and make it difficult to sell

a property in the future.
It can be difficult to gauge exact-
ly when to overhaul an electrical
system. Unless circuits routinely
trip or lights often dim, home-
owners may put off the work.
But degrading wires or overex-
tended circuitry can pose a fire
risk, so it is best to address elec-
trical systems promptly.
Home inspections may uncover
electrical problems. Some
homeowners may discover
potential trouble while making
renovations that require opening
up walls or tearing them down,
exposing the wires. Still other
homeowners learn about electri-
cal systems when theyʼre adding
new, large appliances or other
gadgets that consume more
power than existing items.
These devices may continually

cause power outages in the
house, such as tripping the cir-
cuit breaker or popping a fuse.
When it comes time to update
the electrical system, it is always
best to work with licensed and
bonded electricians who have
the expertise to work with elec-
trical wiring without getting
injured. This is not a do-it-your-
self type of job since it requires
specialized training. 
Electricians likely will recom-
mend upgrading the electrical
panel to bring more power from
the utility poles into the home.
This can include replacing the
existing meter and circuit break-
er box to allow it to handle more
power or replacing items that
are obsolete or dangerous. 
Many older homes are only
capable of handling a minimum
number of amps, utilizing just a
few circuits. But nowadays,
when homeowners have far
more electronics in their homes
than they once did, increased
demand on electricity can over-
load a circuit (all of the outlets
linked on one wire). Tripping a
circuit breaker is a safety mea-
sure to prevent the wire from
becoming overheated and caus-
ing a fire. However, in some old
systems, the circuit breaker will
not trip, and this can be prob-
lematic.
Rewiring a home is another
step. Wire insulation can deteri-
orate over time, and new wires
may be needed. This can be
messy and time-consuming, but
itʼs a small price to pay for safe-
ty. When rewiring an electrician
also may suggest new outlets.
Many home building codes now
require outlets with ground fault

interruptors, or GFIs, in
kitchens, bathrooms and other
rooms exposed to moisture.
Some older homes may not
even have three-pronged out-
lets, so this will necessitate an
update as well.
Electrical systems are the heart
of a home, delivering power
where it is needed. It is essential
to keep such systems up-to-date
so they can handle the power
demands of everyday life.

Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC

Looking For A New Home?
Have Questions???
GIVE ME A CALL.

26 Years Experience

MICHELE LENHART
REALTOR®

610-683-3111 Ext. 2302 OFFICE
610-207-9691 DIRECT
610-683-3582 FAX
michele.lenhart@cbhomes.com
www.michelelenhart.com
7 South Kemp Road, Kutztown, PA 19530

Spring Build Specials!
24x30x10  . . . .$7,300
24x40x10  . . . .$8,500
30x30x10  . . . .$8,300
36x48x10  . . .$13,400

30x64x10  . . .$13,850
30x48x12  . . .$12,600
40x60x14  . . .$19,100
40x80x14  . . .$23,600

LIMITED TIME OFFER - CALL FOR DETAILS!!
Spring Prices Good Thru April 10, 2017

Prices Include Materials, Delivery, Tax and Labor
Within 75 Miles of Schuylkill Haven, PA 17972
Many Other Stock and Custom Sizes To Choose From

1-877-POLEBARN
1-877-765-3227

www.postframeprecision.com  | www.pfppolebuildings.com

POST FRAME PRECISION
POLE BUILDINGSFREE

Estimates
Serving
PA, NJ
& MD

Is It Time To Update Your Home’s Electrical System?
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G. Scott Lutz
HEATING • AIR CONDITIONING 

Sales, Service, Cleaning & Repairs
Bernville, PA 19506

610.781.7100
24-hour service • Saturday cleanings by appointment

Now Servicing Customers Of
Ed Lutz Oil Burner Service

Like Us On

Sales & Service

• Central Air
• Ductless Air Conditioners
• Water Heaters
• Heat Pumps

• Boilers
• Furnaces
• Chimney Relining

Air Conditioner and 
Heat Pump Specials
Complete Systems Our Specialty

Fujitsu Mini Splits Ductless
Heat Pumps and Air Conditioners

Call For Pricing and More Info.

Installation:

LAWN SERVICES, LLC
...can handle your
Spring Clean-up Needs!

RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL
Mowing • Edging • Mulching • Lawn Repair

Hedge Trimming • Stump Grinding
Yard/Leaf Cleanup

259 CHURCH HILL RD, LENHARTSVILLE, PA 19534
~ FULLY INSURED ~

PH: 610-756-6074  CELL: 610-914-8742

24 Hours A Day - 7 Days A Week & Holidays

K&W SEPTIC SERVICE
WE REPAIR/INSTALL WE CLEAN
• Specializing In On-The-Job Repairs • Septic Tanks
• Tanks Located & Dug Open • Cesspools
• Lines Opened & Repaired • Holding Tanks
• Pumps Installed For Sand Mounds
• Risers & Bafflers Installed
• Backhoe Service

610-488-6588 Call The Septic Professionals
5874 Old Rt. 22, Bernville

Serving

BERKS COUNTY

PA006352

THE
ANTENNA
SHOP

THE
ANTENNA
SHOP

PA #25726

If You Want Somebody Experienced In

SATELLITE TV
Talk To The Guys Who

Install them EVERYDAY!

610-756-6441
Old Rt. 22, Lenhartsville

THE AREA’S OLDEST
AUTHORIZED DIRECT TV DEALER

FIX IT ALL
610-562-6868

802 S. Fourth Street, Hamburg

All Lawn Equipment
Any Make - Any Model
• Lawn & Garden Tractors
• String Trimmers • Sharpening
Custom Auto Interiors
Powder Coating

Used Equipment & Trade-Ins
Pick Up & Delivery

E-mail: fixitall222@gmail.com

IF WE CAN’T FIX IT,YOU DON’T PAY!

Maximizing natural light in a home is a smart
and sometimes low-cost renovation. Homes
that are dark and drab can drain energy lev-
els and reduce productivity. In addition, dark
rooms may not be inviting places to gather
as a family or when entertaining.
Certain factors contribute to a dark home.
Houses that face north or east may not get
the same level of sunlight as those that pri-
marily face south and west. Geographic
location also plays a role in the amount of
natural sunlight. Mountains, buildings and
even latitude can affect the amount of natur-
al light that enters a home.
The style of a home and its attributes also
may create dark conditions. Deep house
eaves as well as small windows or too few
windows also can contribute to a deficit of

light indoors. A major remodel certainly can
remedy the situation. However, there also
are other less-extensive strategies to
improve natural light.
• Assess the situation before renovating.
Walk around the house and determine which
rooms get the most light and which condi-
tions may be contributing to the problem in
other areas. Dark floors and walls may be
absorbing natural light and compounding the
situation. You may find that only one or two
rooms need attention, saving you the cost
and effort associated with a major home
overhaul.
• Lighten up window treatments. Heavy
drapes or thick blinds can be replaced with
translucent alternatives. Translucent shades
will allow light into the room without compro-

mising privacy, say the experts at HGTV. 
• Use mirrors strategically. A mirror placed
opposite a window will reflect light all around
the room. This can make a small room seem
larger and a dark space instantly brighter.
• Install new windows and doors. If the bud-
get allows, installing larger windows in a
home will allow more natural light in. French
doors or sliding doors also may make a
homeʼs interior more bright. Think about
adding windows to a side of the house that
has none, or increase the size of the win-
dows on the side of the house that gets the
most light. 
• Maximize sunlight from above. Skylights
will bring light into a home as the sun pass-
es overhead. Tubular skylights can bring
natural sunlight into spaces where you may
not expect skylights to be practical.
According to Houzz, a design and architec-
tural resource, tubular daylighting devices,
or TDDs, can make a big difference. TDDs
are reflective pipes installed between the
roof and ceiling, with a clear plastic dome. 
• Use reflective decor. Reflective surfaces,
including glass and metal, can brighten up a
room and diffuse light around a room.
Glossy backsplashes, pendant lighting and
shiny metal that reflect light can increase the
natural light, balancing out dark spaces.
• Prune trees regularly. Cut back branches
and keep trees tidy to maximize sunlight.
Avoid planting tall shrubbery in front of win-
dows.
• Routinely clean windows and glass doors.
Dirt and other grime can prevent light from
getting through. Regularly give windows a
thorough washing.
Natural light is an important commodity in a
home. Sunlight can improve mood and go a
long way toward keeping home occupants
healthy and happy.

Bring More Natural Light Into A Home

(MS)- Did you know that, according to the
National Fire Protection Association, most
people have a false sense of security
regarding house fires, believing that they
would have approximately six minutes to
evacuate their home in the event of a fire?
In reality, smoke and fire spread rapidly and
can overcome occupants in less than three
minutes.
When a fire occurs, thereʼs no question that
time is critical. The good news is there are
several important steps you can take to
maximize your escape time. With the follow-
ing measures in place, youʼll create critical
protection for what matters most –– your
home and family.
1. Install smoke alarms. You should have
one in every bedroom, outside each sepa-
rate sleeping area, and on every level of the
home, including the basement. For the best
protection, make sure all smoke alarms are
interconnected. When one sounds, they all
sound.  
2. Inspect and clean smoke alarms monthly.
Replace batteries in spring and fall. To clean
the alarm, open the cover and gently vacu-
um the interior.  

3. Prepare and practice a fire escape plan.
Draw a floor plan of your home, marking two
ways out of every room — especially sleep-
ing areas. Discuss the escape routes with
every member of your household, and agree
on a meeting place outside your home in
case of emergency. Practice your escape
plan at least twice a year. 
4. Select building materials that provide pas-
sive fire protection. Passive fire protection is
part of the core of the building and helps
control fire by limiting its spread. One very
effective form of passive fire protection is the
installation of insulation. When adding or
upgrading insulation, look for products made
from naturally fire-resistant, inorganic mate-
rials. A favorite among builders, contractors
and homeowners is a stone wool insulation
called Roxul Safe ʻnʼ Sound, which offers fire
resistance up to 2,150°F. Its melting point is
higher than the temperature of a typical
house fire, which means it will stay in place
longer to provide passive fire protection
when every second counts, allowing more
time for safe evacuation and for first respon-
ders to arrive. 

Employ Simple Fire Prevention Measures To Maximize Safety

Decks add character and func-
tionality to a home, increasing
outdoor entertaining space and
oftentimes improving the resale
value of a home. Homeowners
have various options when
choosing decking materials, but
one such option, composite
decking, is growing in popularity.
Decks used to primarily be
made from pressure-treated
lumber. While lumber remains a
popular material, more and
more homeowners are opting for
composite decking products. As
anyone who has pressure-
washed, stained and sealed
wood decks can attest, such
spaces require lots of upkeep to
look new year after year.
Composite decks require much

less maintenance, making them
highly attractive to homeowners
who would rather spend time
using their decks instead of
maintaining them.
Composite decking is any type
of decking material that is for-
mulated from different recycled
materials. The majority of these
materials include hard plastic
and wood shavings of pulp.
Unlike wood, which can fade,
crack and rot, composite deck-
ing, which has been available
for roughly a decade, does not
degrade quickly and requires
very little upkeep. 
Available in a variety of wood
colors to match outdoor decor,
composite decks also can fea-
ture artificial wood grains to

make them look similar to wood
planks. Although composite
decks are not completely imper-
vious to the elements, with
some occasional washing to
impede mold growth and new
technology that has improved
stain-resistance, many of the pit-
falls of other materials can be
avoided with composite decks.
Composite decking fits in with
eco-friendly lifestyles. The
planks are made from recycled
materials that would normally
end up in landfills. Products
from Trex, a popular composite
decking manufacturer, are made
from 1.5 million shopping bags
and wood mill waste. As com-
posite decks do not rot away
and are long-lasting, they will
not need to be replaced fre-
quently, which is another eco-
friendly benefit. 
When comparing composite
decking brands, look mainly at
the colors, materials used in the
composition and the fastening
systems. Many are fastened
with regular deck screws, offers
This Old House. The newer sys-
tems have channels for hidden
fastening, and the composite
deck tiles snap into place. 
Composite decks do have a few
drawbacks. They can be expen-
sive — nearly double the initial
cost of wood decks. And
although they donʼt rot, compos-
ite planks can scratch. Without
refinishing, damaged boards will

need to be replaced. Harsh
chemicals may fade color and
damage the composite materi-
als, so caution is needed.
Composite decking remains an
in-demand choice for outdoor
spaces. Low-maintenance and
long-lasting, these decks have
quickly become favorites among
homeowners.
Composite decking can mimic
the look of wood, but requires
much less maintenance.

Did you know?
Paving stones are used around
the house in many different
applications, including on walk-
ways and patios. Sometimes,
however, paving stones are
beyond homeownersʼ budgets.
Fortunately, thereʼs another
alternative that may look just as
attractive and save homeowners
money. Stamped concrete, also
called textured or imprinted con-
crete, is a design element that
replicates the look of stone,
brick, wood, slate, or other
materials in concrete. Stamped
concrete can be used for patios,
sidewalks, driveways, and pool
decks. Stamped concrete also
may be incorporated into interior
flooring designs. Homeowners
can explore their options with
regard to stamped concrete by
speaking with a masonry expert
or landscape architect. 

Composite Decking Can Be A Smart Choice
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Shed Company LLC
PA130101

#467704
�Mulch  �Side Discharge

#464780 �Catch
�Mulch  �Side Discharge

18" Steel Deck
Push Mower, Zone Start
• Briggs & Stratton Series 550EX Ready Start™ engine
• 18" heavy-duty 16 ga. steel deck
• Front 7" & rear 8" adjustable dual bearing wheels

• Comfortable upturned upper handle with OPC controls
• Two-piece lower handle folds down for ease

of storage
• Camlocks for quick release handle fold down

• Single point height adjuster
• Bar Blade

• Zone start for comfortable
starting position
• Optional fabric catcher
(part #767445)

21" Aluminum Deck
Self-Propelled (Variable Speed),
Electric Start
• Briggs & Stratton 675 EXi Series Ready Start™ engine
• Electric key start system
• Nickel metal hydride battery (battery charger included)

• 21" heavy-duty aluminum deck
• Self-propelled, variable speed (2-4 mph)

• Soft Grip upper handle and OPC controls
• Front 8" & Rear 9" adjustable dual bearing

wheels
• Deep tread rear tires

• Handle Lift System for easy 
catcher access & storage
• Reinforced lower handle
• Ergo camlocks for adjustable
handle position

• Single point height adjuster
• Bar Blade with bonus mulching blade included
• Washport to facilitate cleaning
• Fabric Catcher - 2 bushels capacity
• Throttle control includedVVVIC’S MOWER

SALES and SERVICE
Sales...Service...Parts

530 Park Road, Fleetwood        610-944-9270
““WWee  ddoonn’’tt  ccaarree  wwhheerree  yyoouu  bboouugghhtt  iitt..””

Chain Saws, Leaf Blowers
String Trimmers

The Best Mower... You’ve Never Heart Of

Starting as low as $319

Cressona

Your Yard, Garden and Pet Place

Agway 4-Stage Lawn Program
Makes it easier to have a lush, green lawn. Our 4 simple

applications eliminate the guesswork and give you professional
lawn care results at a fraction of the cost. Each stage combines

just the right amount of control and prevention.

5,000 Sq. Ft. Program
$5499

15,000 Sq. Ft. Program 
$13499

Agway Has The Right Lawn Care
Program For Every Yard!

Serving Customers For 65 Years
2nd & Walnut Sts., Cressona, PA

570-385-2160
HOURS: Mon. - Fri. 8 to 6; Sat. 8 to 3; Sun. 10 to 2

NEW...Instant Rebate!

GET READY TO GARDEN!
Seeds, Onion Sets & Seed PotatoesThey’re Here!

FINAL
COST

FINAL
COST

Fast Acting Lime 5,000 sq. ft. coverage 
$1299 Pelletized Lime 40 lb. bag

$549

PA#005466

New Home Framing
Building & Remodeling

• Basement Finishing  • Additions
• Interior/Exterior Home Makeovers
• Vinyl Deck  • Rubber & Metal Roofing

Fleetwood, PA       610-944-0238
www.ezmcarpentry.com

No Sunday Calls

35 YEARS EXPERIENCE

Laundry can be a cumbersome chore. In homes
with more than one story, clothes are put in a ham-
per, carried down to the washer and dryer, where
they are then cleaned, dried, folded, and taken
back upstairs to be put away. The entire process
can be inefficient, which may contribute to why so
many people delay doing laundry for as long as
possible.
As unenjoyable as it can be, doing laundry is a
necessity. Fresh clothing not only looks and smells
good, it is essential to personal hygiene. One way
to make the process of doing laundry go more
smoothly is to consider moving the location of the
laundry area. According to the National
Association of Home Builders, more homeowners
are moving their laundry rooms upstairs so they
donʼt have to transport laundry baskets up and
down the stairs.

Before moving their laundry rooms, homeowners
should take steps to safeguard their homes, and
that may involve finding the ideal location for the
new room. Find space for an upstairs laundry
room and then consult with an engineer to be sure
that the plan is feasible. An engineer and an archi-
tect can assess if a home is structurally sound
enough to handle the weight and vibration of an
upstairs laundry.
One of the biggest concerns with regard to moving
a laundry room upstairs is the fear of flooding or
leaks. There are certain steps to take to minimize
these risks. Experts advise installing an easily
accessible water shut-off valve. Turn off the valve
when the washer is not in use. Also, steel-braided
washer hoses are more sturdy than standard
hoses and are less likely to burst. Homeowners
also can place the washer in a drain pan, which
will catch overflowing water and drain it through a
pipe. Some areas may require a floor drain as an
alternative.
Homeowners also must recognize that noise can
be a problem with upstairs laundry rooms. Front-
loading appliances may cause more vibration and
movement than top-loaders. However, some front-
loaders are designed to be quiet. Antivibration
pads may help with vibration issues.
Before moving their laundry rooms, homeowners
should consult with contractors to ensure things go
smoothly.

Homeowners unfamiliar with the
appraisal process might not
know if there is anything they
can do to make the process go
more smoothly. While certain
variables involved in the
appraisal process, such as loca-
tion of the home and the value of
surrounding homes, are beyond
homeownersʼ control, the
Appraisal Institute recommends
homeowners take the following
steps before an appraiser visits
their home.
• Clean the house. A dirty home
that is full of clutter will not make
the best impression on apprais-
ers. Dirty homes may be vulner-
able to insect infestations that
can lead to structural problems

with the home. While a dirty
home is not necessarily an indi-
cator of infestations or a reflec-
tion of a homeʼs value, a clean
home will create a stronger first
impression with the appraiser.
• Make any necessary repairs
ahead of the appointment.
Homeowners who have been
putting off repairs should make
them before the appraiser
arrives. Homes with repairs that
still need to be made will likely
be valued less than similar
homes with no such repair
issues. Though repairs can be
costly, investing in home repairs
will likely increase both the
appraisal and resale value of the
home.

• Obtain all necessary docu-
ments before the appraiser
arrives. Homeowners who have
certain documentation at the
ready can speed up the
appraisal process. Such docu-
mentation may include a survey
of the house and property; a
deed or title report; a recent tax
bill; if applicable, a list of items to
be sold with the house; pur-
chase history of the home; and
the original plans and specifica-
tions of the home.
• Inform the appraiser about
recent improvements.
Homeowners can inform
appraisers about any recent
improvements to the home and
the cost of those improvements.
The value of home improve-
ments with regard to a homeʼs
appraisal value vary depending
on a host of variables, but hav-
ing such information at the
ready can help appraisers make
the most informed appraisal
possible.

Dos and Don’ts for Second-Floor Laundry Rooms

Steps To Take Before An Appraiser’s Visit

���� Draperies and Valances ���� Bedroom Ensembles
���� Cornices ���� Pillows and Window Seat Cushions
���� Swags and Jabots ���� Table Covers
���� Roman Shades ���� Hunter Douglas–Certi-ed Installer

2nd Generation

ADAMS
WINDOW FASHIONS

Shop-At-Home Service
Residential and Commercial

Custom Window Treatments are created in
our workroom and are installed by us.

RENEE ADAMS MOSER
610-562-2150

awfashions@verizon.net

• Car and Truck Seats
• Furniture
• Recover Boat Seats

• Day-Night Shade Repairs
• Custom Boat Covers
• Miscellaneous

John J. Stetzler
Upholstering

2485 Shartlesville Road
Mohrsville

610-488-7760 or
484-955-2436

jjsupholstering.com
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Lawley’s

YYYYoooouuuurrrr     CCCCaaaannnnssss    AAAArrrreeee    IIIInnnn    GGGGoooooooodddd    HHHHaaaannnnddddssss!!!!

No Hidden
Charges 

In Our Billing!

Since 1970

Don’t have much trash??
We have “Lawley’s” Trash Bags in bundles of 10. Call for Details!

CCCCAAAALLLLLLLL    NNNNOOOOWWWW    FFFFOOOORRRR    SSSSEEEERRRRVVVVIIIICCCCEEEE!!!!

Lawley’s
Disposal & Container Service, Inc.

610-916-5999
PO Box 778

Leesport, PA 19533
www.lawleysdisposal.com

FAMILY OWNED 
& OPERATED

Roll-Off Units
Up To 15 Yards For Your

Home Improvement
and Large

Clean-Out Projects

Sheds • Swingsets • Lawn Furniture
Bulk Mulch • Soil • Stones
Located at Martin’s Farm Market
744 S. Rt. 183, Schuylkill Haven, PA  
570-739-7288 • www.myerstownsheds.com
Mon. - Thurs. 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.; Fri. 9 a.m. to 7 p.m.; Sat. 9 a.m. to 12 p.m.; Closed Sun.

If you’d like to create your own personal backyard living space,
browse our website or stop by our showroom today. We have a
large selection in stock every day, and would love to help you 3nd
what you need to make your backyard your own.

Sheds
A workshop for dad and a garden
shed for mom, storage sheds are a
versatile and /exible way to create
additional spaces. Choose from
maintenance-free vinyl siding or
the classic look of painted wood.

Fences
Did your dog get out again? We have fencing for pets, keeping
children safe, making some privacy, or keeping the critters out of
your garden. Choose from vinyl or aluminum...and make a lasting
investment to your property.

Swing Sets
Our playsets are loaded with activities that will
spark every child’s imagination and encourage
daily physical activity and never-ending fun!
For backyards and families of all sizes.

Furniture
For maintenance-free outdoor living, choose outdoor patio
furniture made from poly lumber. This material will not rust or rot.
Choose from several lines of patio chairs, tables and much more.

We Deliver

Watch For Our
New Location
1138 S. Rt. 183

Schuylkill Haven

Thousands of people try their
hands at do-it-yourself home
improvement projects every
year. Whether working indoors
or outdoors, wearing safety gear
and exercising caution is a
necessity when undertaking any
home remodeling project.
According to the Home Safety
Council, one in five consumers
will need medical attention this
year as a result of home
improvement projects. A 2013
survey by 3M TEKK Protection
and the National Safety Council
found that more than one-quar-
ter of DIY home improvement
projects ended with injuries to
homeowners or someone else in
the household. Falls from lad-
ders, cuts from power tools and
injuries from thrown debris
account for many emergency
room visits. Accidents involving
chemicals and cleaning agents
also can occur. Safety should be
the utmost priority when reno-
vating, and that means utilizing
appropriate safety equipment.
FOOTWEAR
Wear solid shoes that provide
considerable traction during
home improvements. A firm,
reinforced toe is helpful as well.
Should any items fall, theyʼll be
less likely to cause injury if your
foot is encased in a protective
boot or sturdy shoe. Soles that
grip surfaces will help safeguard
against slips and falls.
EYE PROTECTION
Safety goggles and glasses are
a must-have for any do-it-your-
selfer. They will provide a barri-
er between the eye and flying
debris. According to VisionWeb,
an eye education resource,
most of the 110,000 eye injuries
that occur each year in homes
within the United States result
from splashes with household
cleaners, flying debris such as
wood chips, or getting hit by
branches. Many of these injuries
can be prevented by wearing
eye protection.

EAR PROTECTION
Power tools can be quite loud.
When operating loud, powered
machinery, use earplugs or
safety earmuffs to reduce the
risk of damage to hearing and
potential hearing loss.
VENTILATION AND
RESPIRATORY PROTECTION
When working with chemicals
and other products that have
strong odors and/or emit particu-
lates into the air, make sure you
do so in well-ventilated areas.
This will help dissipate the smell
and prevent inhalation of con-
centrated chemical substances.
Masks guard against dust,
pollen and some other micro-
scopic particles and may not
provide enough protection,
depending on the job. The
Home Depot suggests using
particulate or filtration respira-
tors when performing tasks,
such as sanding, where you
might be exposed to particles.
Gas and vapor respirators offer

protection against additional
substances.
CREATE A
SAFE ENVIRONMENT
When working at home, make
sure to use tools in the manner
in which they were designed.
Keep power cords tidy so they
do not pose a tripping hazard.
Falls from ladders often occur
when climbing above the recom-
mended rung or engaging in
risky behavior while on the lad-
der, such as reaching or hang-
ing over too far. 
When outdoors, exercise cau-
tion in inclement weather, which
can make it harder to work safe-
ly. Be sure there are no
bystanders too close when
using power tools or tools that
can kick up debris. 
The right safety gear and some
smart do-it-yourself techniques
can help DIYers avoid injury.
Respiratory protection is essen-
tial when dealing with particu-
lates in the air and vapors.

Learn How To
Prevent DIY

Injuries

The DIY movement has inspired
many homeowners to tackle
home repair and remodeling
projects on their own. DIY pro-
jects can be rewarding, and
many homeowners who have
embraced the DIY movement
have discovered talents they
never before knew they had.
But no matter how simple popu-
lar home renovation television
shows make remodeling pro-
jects appear, homeowners
should know that such undertak-
ings are far more difficult than
they appear on television.
Homeowners who overestimate
their abilities and the time they
have to complete projects can
cost themselves substantial
amounts of money. In fact, there
are a variety of reasons home-
owners might want to work with
professional contractors when
tackling home improvement pro-
jects.

EXPERIENCE
A trial and error approach can
work with various projects and
problems. But applying such an
approach to home improvement
projects is risky and potentially
dangerous, not to mention cost-
ly. Experienced professional

contractors with strong track
records (seek recommendations
from friends or neighbors) wonʼt
have to go through trial and
error and are therefore more
likely than DIYers to complete a
project on time and on budget.

INSPIRATION
One oft-overlooked benefit of
working with professional con-
tractors is the likelihood that
they can draw up ideas for pro-
jects that homeowners might
otherwise never have thought
up on their own. Homeowners
without specific ideas in mind
can ask contractors to come up
with various scenarios before
committing to a particular one.
Veteran contractors can draw on
years of experience to create
designs that DIYers might be
incapable of coming up with
and/or incapable of seeing

through to completion.

COST
Conventional wisdom suggests
itʼs less expensive to do some-
thing yourself than to hire some-
one else to do it for you, but
thatʼs not necessarily true of
home improvement projects.
Labor costs typically account for
a substantial amount of profes-
sionally contracted projects, but
homeowners can cut those
costs by volunteering to do
some of the simpler tasks them-
selves. In addition, contractors
often purchase materials at a
much lower cost than individual
homeowners because contrac-
tors buy in bulk. So while labor
costs might be lower on DIY pro-
jects, the cost of materials can
offset those savings. 

RESALE VALUE
Many homeowners renovate
their homes with eyes on
improving the resale value of
those homes. But if homeown-
ers want to showcase a newly
remodeled kitchen when selling
their homes, they should be pre-
pared for prospective buyers to
ask who worked on the project.
Fearing potential problems
down the road, some buyers
might be put off by homes that
were remodeled by DIYers and
not professional contractors.
Renovating a home on your own
can be a rewarding project for
homeowners. But itʼs important
that homeowners recognize the
many benefits of working with
professional contractors before
making any final decisions with
regard to who will tackle their
next project.

The Benefits
Of Hiring

Professional
Contractors

Light Remodeling LLC
PA128186

Electric
Laminate Floors
Epoxy Floors

Decorative Concrete Overlays
And So Much More!

BBrraannddoonn  LLiigghhtt
OOwwnneerr//OOppeerraattoorr

448844--225566--00667722
BBLLiigghhtt998844@@ggmmaaiill..ccoomm

HAWK VALLEY
LANDSCAPE MATERIALS

Premium Soils and Mulches
� Quantity Discounts

� You Pick Up or We Deliver
152 Pine Creek Road, Kempton, PA 19529

610-756-6259

www.hawkvalleyfarm.com
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HARLEY
SAYS:

The More You
Look At Homes,

The Better
Our Homes Look!

Why Buy Elsewhere, Pay More And Get Less?
It’s Worth Your Time To Check Us Out!

Rt. 61, 1365 Pottsville Pike, Shoemakersville, PA 19555
www.houckhomesinc.com 610-562-5128

• Beautifully Decorated Homes
• Prices Posted in Each Home
• No High Pressure Sales

• Contracted Improvements
• Financing Available for Qualified Buyers
• Service After the Sale is Our Commitment

• Family Owned & Operated For 56 Years

14' x 52'

Starting At
With Options 

$35,900
Includes Delivery & Block Set

BRADY’S
Small Engine Repair

Lawn, Garden and
Contractor Equipment

3390 Mountain Road, Hamburg, PA 19526
www.bradyssmallenginerepair.com
bradyssmallenginerepair@gmail.com

610-468-2429
Hours: Monday - Friday 8:00 am to 5:30 pm;

Saturday 8:00 am to 3:00 pm

Authorized
Dealer and

Service Center:

•Equipment Service
•Welding Fabrication and Repairs
•Pick Up and Delivery Available

THE POWER WITHIN™

Powered by

When the time comes to choose
flooring for their homes, home-
owners may be overwhelmed by
the vast array of options at their
disposal. The choice between
carpet and hardwood flooring,
laminate or tile is a matter of
personal preference. People
have long extolled the virtues of
hardwood flooring, but carpeting
can be just as stylish and pro-
vides a host of other benefits as
well.
Carpeting insulates rooms in the
summer and winter, adding that
extra level of protection against
the elements. Carpeting also

absorbs sound in a home. Many
appreciate the warmth and cozy
feeling of carpet, especially
when stepping out of bed.
Carpeting also can increase the
level of safety at home.
According to the Carpet and
Rug Institute, carpeting makes
areas of play safer and may also
reduce the severity of an injury
in the event of a fall.
Today, there are many different
types of carpeting available.
Selecting the right carpeting for
a room comes down to identify-
ing the level of traffic in a partic-
ular room, the attributes home-

owners would like the carpet to
have and any other needs that
fit with their lifestyles. The fol-
lowing guidelines can make car-
pet shopping a bit easier.

TYPE OF CARPETING
There are many different types
of carpeting, some of which are
best suited to certain situations.
For example, plush and saxony
carpets are better in low-traffic
areas. These carpets may show
footprints and also vacuum
tracks and dirt, but theyʼre high-
er on the comfort spectrum than
other types of carpet. Berber,
which is more flat and dense,
helps mask stains and tracks. It
is durable in high-traffic areas.
Textured carpets like frieze are
cut from fibers of different
heights, so they mask stains
and are also softer on the feet
than berber. 

PADDING
Padding can impact the way
carpeting feels and how long it
lasts. It isnʼt always necessary
to purchase the most expensive
or thickest padding. However, it
is wise to pick a pad that match-
es the type of carpeting youʼre

selecting and one that aligns
with how you plan to use the
room. You may be able to go
with a thinner pad in low-traffic
rooms and beneath dense car-
peting like berber. In high-traffic
rooms, choose a thicker, more
durable padding. Padding pre-
vents carpet backing and fibers
from coming apart over time. It
pays to invest in a padding that
will last as well.

INSTALLATION
Select a reliable carpet retailer
and installer for your business.
Competent installers will lay the
carpeting in the correct manner
so that it will look beautiful and
maintain its durability for the life
of the product. Shop around to
find the right installer or even do

the work yourself if you feel
capable.
Take time when shopping for
carpeting, which is a substantial

investment that can last for
many years if the right material
is chosen and installed correctly. 

Factors To Consider When Choosing Carpeting

HESS READY MIX CONCRETE

PennDOT-Approved Materials & Plant

S e r vi n g  Al l  Of S c h u y l ki l l  C o u n ty  a n d
N o r th e r n  Be r ks  C o u n ti e s . • Radio Dispatched Trucks 

• Front Discharge Trucks
• Sand & Gravel • Bag Cement
• Lime • Mason Sand

570-385-0300
COAL ST., SCHUYLKILL HAVEN

OPEN SATURDAY MORNINGS

Major Credit Cards Accepted

READY
MIX INC.

FREE ESTIMATES

CCMMSS SSEERRVVIICCEESS LLLLCC CCMMSS SSEERRVVIICCEESS LLLLCC 
Plumng & Heating

Chris Schaeffer

Oil Burner Specialist

SERVICES OFFERED:
• Furnace & Boiler Installations

• Water Leaks & Repairs
• Furnace Cleanings

• Yearly Heating Services
• Heating System Alterations

• Fuel Storage Tanks
• Water Lines and Alterations

• Chimney Lining Installation and Repair

Free Estimates
Emergency

Service Calls

Sales - Service - Maintenance - Installation

We Feature: 570-617-4660
cmsservicesllc.webs.com

Mohrsville, PA 19541
PA 126062

Find us on Facebook @CMSservicesLLC

Dustin Merkel
Certi,ed Arborist

PD-2479A

• Tree Removal
• Tree Pruning
• Tree Planting
• Brush Removal
• Lot Clearing
• Emergency Services

610.568.8576
Free Estimates - Fully Insured

PA 110934
tothetoptreeservice@gmail.com
www.tothetoptreeservice.com

www.facebook.com/tothetoptreeservice
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w w w . s t o n e y c r e e k r e n t a l s . c o m
872 Park Road, Blandon, PA 19510 • 610-926-4567

Business Hours:
Mon.~Fri. 7 AM to 5 PM; Sat. 7 AM to 2 PM

MMeemmbbeerr

Aerators
Leaf Blowers
Trenchers
Backhoes

Saws
Dethatchers
Tillers
Post Hole Augers

Soil Compactors
Chippers
And More!

RENTING.
So smart, so easy.

WE HAVE THE RIGHT EQUIPMENT FOR YOUR DIY PROJECT.

You’ve been itching to start those spring projects. Having the right
tool for the job will make them easier. When you rent from Stoney
Creek Rentals, you’ll +nd hundreds of tools for both indoor and
outdoor projects. And a knowledgeable staff will show you how to
get the job done right. 

RENT:

We Sell
Propane

Breeze

Through Your

Spring Projects!
Breeze

Through Your

Spring Projects!

TOOL & EQUIPMENT
RENTALS

SALES • SERVICE

Curtailing energy consumption
is a great way for people to pro-
tect the planetʼs natural
resources and save money at
the same time. 
Part of the difficulty with regard
to reducing energy consumption
is that energy plays such a big
role in our lives. Smartphones
and tablets have become must-
have items, and these items,
though not necessarily big con-
sumers of energy, must be
plugged in and charged. But
individuals wonʼt have to unplug
from their lives to reduce their
energy consumption. In fact,
there are several easy, non-
invasive ways for everyday peo-
ple to reduce their energy con-
sumption.
• Start with your windows. The
windows in a home can help
homeowners and apartment
dwellers reduce their heating
and cooling costs. On cold days,
pull back curtains so the natural
sunlight can come in and warm
the house, reducing the need to
turn up the temperature on the
thermostat. When the weather
outside is especially warm, hang
blackout curtains to prevent the
hot sun from warming rooms and
increasing the need for air condi-
tioning. In addition, address any
leaks around windows to ensure
hot and cold air is not escaping
and contributing to excessive
energy consumption.
• Maintain appliances and
replace older ones. While reduc-
ing reliance on energy-thirsty
appliances is a great way to
reduce energy consumption, no
one needs to throw away their

refrigerators. Instead, maintain
appliances so they are not
forced to work harder, and
thereby consume more energy,
to function. Routinely clean the
filters on window air condition-
ers, replacing them if theyʼre
worn down. In addition, have
HVAC units serviced annually to
ensure theyʼre operating at peak
capacity. Replace older appli-
ances, including refrigerators,
that are no longer effective.
• Install a low-flow shower head.
The U.S. Department of Energy
recommends that eco-con-
scious consumers looking to
reduce their energy consump-
tion install low-flow shower
heads with flow rates less than
2.5 gallons per minute. This is
especially important for people
living in homes with dated fix-
tures. Water fixtures installed
before 1992 might have flow
rates as high as 5.5 gallons per
minute, which is both wasteful
and costly. Test the flow of a
shower head by placing a one-

gallon bucket beneath a shower
head running at the pressure
you normally use. If the bucket
fills up in less than 20 seconds,
install a low-flow shower head.
• Install ceiling fans. Ceiling fans
can be installed to reduce ener-
gy consumption in both summer
and winter. In summer, ceiling
fans can make home interiors
more comfortable by circulating
air around a room. That circula-
tion can make rooms feel cooler,
providing the same benefit of an
air conditioner while consuming
considerably less energy. In
winter, reverse the rotation of
ceiling fans so they circulate
warm air and reduce reliance on
heating systems.
Reducing energy consumption
does not require substantial sac-
rifice, but it can produce sub-
stantial savings and benefit the
planet in myriad ways.
Ceiling fans can help homeown-
ers and apartment dwellers
reduce energy consumption and
save money.

How Everyday
People Can
Cut Energy

Consumption

Homes are safe havens that
people retreat to in an effort to
relax and unwind. However,
homes may be harboring some
hazards that put their inhabi-
tants at risk. 
Cleaning products and chemi-
cals can be found in every
home, but some may be putting
people in jeopardy. Even seem-
ingly safe items can prove dan-
gerous when they are used
and/or stored incorrectly.
Individuals who make a concert-
ed effort to educate themselves
about common household
chemicals can reduce the likeli-
hood that such cleaners will hurt
them in the long run. The follow-
ing are some commonly used
products that may prove danger-
ous or irritating with prolonged
use.

AIR FRESHENERS
These seemingly innocuous
products may be doing more
harm than good. Information
published in a 2015 issue of The
Journal of Toxicological
Sciences linked air fresheners to
volatile organic compounds, or

VOCs. They also may contain
ultra-fine particles of formalde-
hyde and phenol. In addition,
National Geographicʼs The
Green Guide states that many
air fresheners contain nerve-
deadening chemicals that coat
nasal passages and temporarily
block oneʼs sense of smell.
Many widely available air fresh-
eners use phthalates, which are
linked to hormonal and repro-
ductive issues, birth defects and
developmental disorders. In lieu
of chemical air fresheners, spray
diluted essential oils around the
house.

ALL-PURPOSE CLEANERS
Many cleaners list bleach and
ammonia among their ingredi-
ents. Bleach may be listed as
sodium hypochlorite. When
used as directed in a well-venti-
lated space, bleach and ammo-
nia can be relatively safe.
However, fumes from bleach or
ammonia can cause rashes and
skin irritation and irritate the
eyes and respiratory tract.
Bleach and ammonia should
never be mixed  because mixing

the two can produce a deadly
chloramine gas. 
Vinegar and baking soda can be
used as a replacement for many
household cleaning products,
and these alternatives have vir-
tually no dangerous side effects.

DRAIN AND OVEN CLEANERS
Many drain and oven cleaners
contain lye (sodium hydroxide or
potassium hydroxide), a chemi-
cal derived from salt or wood
ash that is used to break down
other substances, particularly
those that are sticky. Lye is quite
caustic in high amounts and
extremely alkaline, which can
cause burns and skin irritation.
Lye is also found in soaps and
detergents. When handled cor-
rectly in safe amounts, lye can
be used safely. However, it can
be dangerous if it gets into the
hands of children or is touched
by pets. 

ANTIBACTERIAL PRODUCTS
Antibacterial soaps, lotions and
wipes may contain triclosan, tri-
clocarban and at least 17 addi-
tional ingredients that are linked
to various negative health
effects. In September 2016, the
U.S. Food and Drug
Administration banned the use
of these antibacterial agents.
These chemicals can disrupt
hormone cycles and cause mus-
cle weakness. 
“Thereʼs no data demonstrating
that over-the-counter antibacter-
ial soaps are better at prevent-
ing illness than washing with
plain soap and water,” the FDA
said in a press release issued
shortly after the rule was
announced.
In addition to the aforemen-
tioned products, some carpet
cleaners, toilet cleaners and
other detergents may prove
harmful. Always read ingredient
lists, use products in the proper
fashion and keep any and all
chemicals away from children
and pets. 

Recognize Potentially Dangerous
Household Chemicals

Radon is an odorless, invisible
gas that may be lurking in homes
even if homeowners are
unaware of its presence.
Although it is a naturally occur-
ring substance, radon has the
potential to cause serious illness.
Therefore, its detection and
reduction are paramount.
The U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency and the
Surgeon Generalʼs Office have
estimated that as many as 20,000
lung cancer deaths are caused
each year by radon, which is the
second leading cause of lung can-
cer in the United States. The EPA
further notes that many homes
are in radon danger areas. Nearly
one in three homes checked in
seven states and on three  lands
designated for Native Americans
had screening levels over 4 pCi/L,
the EPAʼs recommended action
level for radon exposure.
According to Air Chek, Inc., a
radon testing resource, a radon
level of 4 pCi/l is equal to approx-
imately 35 times as much radia-
tion as the Nuclear Regulatory
Commission would allow if a per-
son was standing next to the
fence of a radioactive waste site. 

Testing can determine if radon is
present in a home. Homeowners
can rely on professional compa-
nies or purchase self-testing kits
at home improvement retailers.
If a test comes back positive for
high levels, conduct a follow-up
test before taking any measures
to fix the problem. Unusual
weather can increase radon lev-
els. If repeat testing yields the
same results, efforts to reduce
radon levels are necessary. 
Homeowners must keep in mind
that no two situations are the
same and various techniques
may be necessary to reduce
radon levels in a home. Simply
opening the windows in a home
may not be enough, and many
radon remedies require the
skilled services of professional
contractors who are experienced
in radon reduction procedures.
Homes can be fixed, but some
instances may be best left to the
professionals.
One of the most popular meth-
ods of reducing radon concen-
trations involves a process
called active soil depressuriza-
tion, or ASD. This is a cost-effec-
tive and reliable technique to

reduce radon that involves cap-
turing the radon from beneath a
building before it can enter the
dwelling. A venting system
draws the radon gas from the
soil beneath the foundation and
exhausts it outside of the build-
ing, far away from windows and
other home openings. A continu-
ously operating fan draws and
discharges the radon outdoors. 
Radon that has infiltrated water
supplies may require other
removal methods. Such methods
may require spraying water into a
contained air space, introducing
air bubbles into the water or stor-
ing water in a tank until the radon
has decayed. Another method
employs granular activated car-
bon (GAC) to remove radon from
the water. The GAC method has
been more widely tested and is
more commonly used in individ-
ual homes, according to the EPA.
Because radon removal often
requires a specific skill set, it is a
job better left to professionals.
Opening windows and allowing
natural ventilation may help, but
a more long-term approach to
radon removal might be most
appropriate.

Reduce Radon In Your Home

We’ll make your neighbors
green with envy

• Mowing
• Sod Installation
• Decorative Stone
• Spring Cleanup

• New Lawns
• Mulching
• Fish Ponds
• Tree Planting

And so much more

610-750-2636
www.pinevalleylandscape.com
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Also Mid-Range
and Stock
Cabinetry
Available.

Complete Kitchen
and Bath

Renovations.
Countertop

Replacements
In Granite,

Solid Surface, Tile
& Laminate

On-site Kitchen Design Service
With 37 Years Experience Creating The Area’s Finest Kitchens

Fine Custom Cabinetry

Larry Ernst,
Designer/Consultant
162 Virginville Rd.,

Hamburg, PA 19526
610-562-1587

PA00325

Let Us Build Your Dream Home In One Of These Beautiful Country Settings 
Or We Will Build On Your Own Lot!

Quality Custom Home Construction, Renovation, Excavation, Sewer Line Construction by:
Dave Miller & Sons, Inc. 570-366-2800

www.davemillerandsons.com

BUILDING PLANS?

SCENIC MOUNTAIN
Blue Mountain School District -
Southern Schuylkill County

Scenic Mountain residential development with a total of seventeen
one acre+ building lots offers breathtaking views of Hawk Mountain as
well as accessibility to two major highways, located just 1/4 mile off
Route 895 and 4 miles from Route 61. 

1 Lot Remaining (Lot 14)
Dave Miller & Sons, Inc.,

exclusive builder, can build your DREAM HOME 
in this picturesque country setting!

EVERGREEN ESTATES
Phase 1 & 2

Blue Mountain School District -
Southern Schuylkill County

Evergreen Estates is one of Southern Schuylkill Countyʼs newest
developments, located in East Brunswick Township with 5 lots currently
available, beautiful views and quiet country setting. 

Phase 2 - 2 Lots Remaining
(Lots 1 & 2) Large lots over 2 acres

Dave Miller & Sons, Inc.,
exclusive builder for the development, 

will build your Custom Home to your specifications.

JJBBMMZZ
Plastering & Stucco

Strausstown, PA 19559
Phone: 484-218-8931

jbmzplasteringandstucco.com
Over 30 years experience

Drywall � Dryvit � Stone, Brick, Slate Repointing
Interior & Exterior Painting & More

PA 120804    Fully Insured    Free Estimate

“A Unique Country Store”

744 S. Rt. 183, Schuylkill Haven, PA 17972
1/2 Mile N. of Lake Wynonah; 2 Miles S. of 183/443 Intersection

570.739.2600
www.martinsfarmmarket.com • martinsmarket@truevine.net

~ Major Credit Cards Accepted ~
Hours: MON. - FRI. 6 AM to 6 PM; SAT. 7 AM to 5 PM

“It makes our day when we make yours” Follow us on Facebook
& Instagram

Quality Amish-Made
Solid Wood Furniture

Come And See
Our Quality
Upholstered Furniture
• Solid Hardwood Frame with Built-In Legs
• 8-Way Hand-Tied Springs
• Premium Poly Cushion Foam
• Made in the USA - a Family-Owned Business
• Majority of Fabric Choices are Sourced in the USA
• Many Fabric Options to Choose From
All Wood & Upholstered Furniture
Must Be Paid In Full.

10% Off
All In-Stock Furniture
& All Special Orders! 

March 15 through April 15, 2017!

5' Antique White Farm Table
with 4 Ladder-Back Chairs

4-Door TV Stand
Also Available In 2 Door & 3 Door

Oxford Bedroom Set

Large
Kitchen Island,
Pantry Cabinet,

Open Hutch

42''x60'' Extension Table
with 2 Leaves & 8 Ladder-Back Chairs

Corner
TV Stand
Available
In 2 Door
& 3 Door

Many Colors To
Choose From.

We offer 
custom orders!

ChairGlider Rocker
with Ottoman Sofa 

available in
many sizes

and options,
including a

sleeper sofa!

Willow
Love Seat

SofaChair &
Ottoman

Upholstered Furniture:
$75 Off Any Sofa Order! $50 Off Any Love Seat Order!
$25 Off Any Chair Order! (March 15 thruugh April 15, 2017)

Invest YourTAX CREDIT!Amish-MadeQuality Furniture

(In Stock Furniture & Furniture Orders)

According to projections
released in 2015 by Harvard
Universityʼs Joint Center for
Housing Studies, a growing
number of people in the United
States planned to renovate their
homes in 2016. While it is still
early to tabulate all of the figures
from 2016, a quick glance at the
data indicates renovations have
increased across the country.
And one only need travel
through communities to see a
greater number of contractors
and homeowners working on
homes. 
Tackling any renovation project
is an exercise in patience.
Renovations can impede on
daily activities and cause a cer-
tain level of upheaval in home-
ownersʼ lives. Homeowners
planning renovations also may
find that they must have some
wiggle room when it comes to
both their budgets and their
expectations. Remodeling, par-
ticularly with regard to older
homes, may unveil unforeseen
issues that only arise in the face
of the renovation.
So what can homeowners
expect during a renovation? The
following are a few issues that
might arise during home
improvement projects.
• Dirt and noise: Homeowners
can count on dust, debris and
noise throughout the renovation

process. Dust appears when
walls come down or go up, and
construction teams typically
erect temporary walls or tarps to
contain the debris. Air filtering
systems also can limit dust par-
ticles. Noise is unavoidable. If it
becomes troublesome, arrange
to be outside of the home when
the bulk of the construction is
taking place.
• Delays or schedule changes:
Even the best contractors can-
not control every aspect of the
job. They rely on subcontractors
and vendors to do portions of
the work. Materials may not
always arrive on time, or they
may fall short of homeownersʼ
expectations. This can push
back the project schedule.
Homeowners should hope for
everything to be done on time,
but it can be less stressful if
homeowners anticipate delays
and be a pleasant surprise if
there are no delays.
• Hidden issues: Contractors
may uncover all sorts of issues
that need to be addressed
before a project can progress.
Examples include the presence
of asbestos (common in older
homes), plumbing problems,
incorrectly wired electrical sys-
tems, and leaks or moisture
issues. These problems also
can impact the cost of the pro-
ject, so set aside some money in
the budget for unforeseen
expenses. Chances are you are
going to need some extra
money to handle a few surprises
during the project.
Itʼs important to expect the
unexpected when embarking on
home renovations. Budgeting
for hidden costs, expecting
delays and coping with the
upheaval to daily schedules are
par for the remodeling course.
However, the end result is often
well worth the time and effort.
Homeowners often discover hid-
den problems when delving into
renovations. Budgeting for
remediation can help remove
some of the stress of unexpect-
ed delays and concerns.

Expect The Unexpected When
Renovating A Home
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Dick
Wessner

Inc.

610-562-8512

ASPHALT
PAVING

• Driveways
• Long Lanes
• Parking Lots
• Developments
• Roadways
E-mail: dickwessinc1@verizon.net

PA006152

240 West Main St., Fleetwood, PA  19522  Ph.: 610-944-8385 • Fax: 610-944-0827 • Visit us at: www./eetwoodblock.com
Hours: Monday thru Friday 7 a.m. to 5 p.m.; Saturday 8 a.m. to Noon

FleetwoodFleetwood
Building Block, Inc.Building Block, Inc.
FleetwoodFleetwood
Building Block, Inc.Building Block, Inc.

We Have A Full Staff of Certi7ed Instructors To Help You With Your Projects...FREE!!!
In Business For Over 65 Years!

• Concrete Pavers
• Retaining Walls
• Masonry Supplies
• Natural

Wall Stone
• Patio Blocks
• Stone Veneer
• Pond Supplies
• Decorative Stone

(bag or bulk)
• Paver Sealers

and Cleaners
• Rubber Mulch

Visit  our
15,000 sq. ft.
display area

anytime there’s
daylight.

Visit  our
15,000 sq. ft.
display area

anytime there’s
daylight.

Pets require certain comforts to
live long and healthy lives. In
addition to adequate nutrition,
exercise, medical care, and
mental stimulation, pets need a
safe place to live. 
The average home is filled with
various items that can be harm-
ful to pets. Just as parents baby-
proof their homes when welcom-
ing new children into their fami-
lies, pet owners can take inven-
tory of potential hazards to pets
and take steps to safeguard
their pets from home-related
injuries. According to the
American Veterinary Medical
Association, a few simple
adjustments around the house

can prevent many pet emergen-
cies.
• Invest in cabinet locks. Cats
and dogs can be curious ani-
mals, gaining access to areas of
a home pet owners never would
have imagined possible. If you
canʼt store everything beyond
petsʼ reach, then use cabinet
and drawer latches to prevent
access to areas that are off lim-
its. Lock doors to basements,
garages and storage sheds as
well.
• Cover all garbage cans.
Animals have extraordinary
senses of smell, and they may
be attracted to trash cans
around the house. Pets rooting

around in the garbage can be
messy, but this can also make
pets vulnerable to illness. Invest
in garbage cans with locks or
tight lids to prevent food poison-
ing or choking.
• Use medications wisely. Be
mindful of medications, making
sure none of your pills fall on the
floor where they can be gobbled
up by pets. 
• Protect belongings. Cats can
scale many objects in the
house, gaining access to areas
of the house that dogs cannot
reach. Cats also can be attract-
ed to small shiny objects, such
as jewelry or glass items, that
are choking hazards. Store

potential choking hazards out of
sight of curious cats.
• Clean the furnace. Allergens
and poor indoor air quality is not
just a concern for humans. Pets
also can be affected by allergies
and health issues that result
from exposure to mold or dirt in
a home. Have your HVAC sys-
tem routinely serviced and rou-
tinely change indoor air filters to
maintain healthy air quality.
When possible, open windows
to let fresh air inside.
• Secure windows and doors.
Cats and dogs may be distract-
ed by something outdoors and
feel compelled to chase after it.
Dogs and cats can suffer seri-
ous injuries if they fall from win-
dows. Make sure window
screens are secure and install
guards if your pet likes to hang
out by the windows. Exercise
caution when entering and leav-
ing your home so pets donʼt
scurry outside.

• Keep cords and electronic out-
lets secure. Teething puppies or
curious cats may bite or pull on
power cords. Use cord keepers
to cover up electric lines and
outlet locks to keep plugs where
they should be.
• Provide a comfortable indoor
climate. Many pets spend the
majority of their days indoors
where climate and temperature
can be controlled. However, if
yours is an outside pet or
requires a brief stint in the
garage or an uninsulated area,
make sure the temperature in
such areas is comfortable and
safe. 
Take precautions around the
house to keep pets safe, com-
fortable and secure.  TF16B539
Keep companion animals safe
around the house.

Make Homes Safe For Pets

Call Us For Your Next Building Project
We Can Help You With All Phases: Design, Site Work, and Building Construction.

“Designed & Built With Care For Over 35 Years.”
www.martinconstructionco.com
Fleetwood, PA   610-683-6120 pa 8177

Buildings For All Your Needs
Commercial, Residential and Agricultural

Designed and Custom Built by

MARTIN CONSTRUCTION COMPANY

Like Us On Facebook

House Addition

Carriage House Garage Pool HousePool House

Pool House


