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Advocating for greater citizen
engagement and for issues that
keep Tulsa on pace with the
national trend of vibrant urban
cores, Smart Growth Tulsa contin-
ues to make itself heard since
forming in spring 2014.

Smart Growth Tulsa recently
gained nonprofit status with the
goal of securing community fund-
ing in order to expand its efforts.

Tulsa native Bill Leighty founded
Smart Growth Tulsa after becom-
ing concerned about the city’s slow
implementation of its comprehen-
sive plan, PlaniTulsa, that was
adopted in 2010.

“I tried to bring together a coalition
of people and organizations, includ-
ing ones who have knowledge of
urban planning,” says Leighty. “I felt
there were voices in our community
who were more progressive.”

During the planning process for
PlaniTulsa, more than 1,500
Tulsans participated in 11 commu-
nity workshops during 2008 and
2009 that focused on what issues
the city of Tulsa would address in
the next 20-30 years and the subse-
quent solutions.

These issues included the loca-
tion of residential and business
developments, transportation
investments, the protection of the
environment and open spaces, and
expansion of civic offerings such
as education and healthcare.

According to PlaniTulsa, those
who participated in the workshops
painted a future of the city as one
with more vibrant streets and cor-
ridors, a lively mix of housing,
retail, jobs and parks, and a
strengthened downtown.

“Tulsans overwhelmingly chose
the most progressive option for the
city’s future: to improve public
transportation, walkable neighbor-
hoods, and discourage urban
sprawl,” Leighty says.

Leighty’s background includes
25 years in real estate, five years
on the Tulsa Metropolitan Area
Planning Commission, and more
than three years on Tulsa’s
Transportation Advisory Board
and Tulsa’s Land Use Task Force.
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house local,
organizations.

The Tulsa Performing Arts Center is cele-
brating its 40th year since opening its
doors in 1977. During its four decades,
the PAC has hosted a who’s who of
performers and acts that include

Broadway musicals such as “The
and TULSA PERFORMING

The PAC was constructed with a ARTS CENTER_ 1977,
then-unique combination of pub-
lic and private funds. The center is owned and
operated by the City of Tulsa and was origi-
nally intended to provide a modern facility to
nonprofit performing arts

Part of the implementation that
has taken place since the adoption
of PlaniTulsa has been a revision
of the city’s zoning code from sin-
gle-use zoning to multi-use.

Smart Growth Tulsa has taken
steps to encourage implementation
of the plan’s other elements in a
number of ways.

Perhaps most well known is one
of the organization’s first issues, in
late 2014: the sidewalk along
Riverside Drive that will enter
from the north into A Gathering
Place for Tulsa.

After opposition from local
neighbors, then-Mayor Dewey
Bartlett elected to eliminate the
north-end sidewalk.

Smart Growth Tulsa led the
charge, however, to reinstitute the
sidewalk, “instead of creating an
unsafe situation with no sidewalk,”
says Leighty.

City Councilor Blake Ewing,
whose district encompasses that
area, held two Town Hall meetings
that filled beyond capacity.

“That was the beginning of us
(Smart Growth Tulsa) having an
influence,” Leighty says.

Since then, the group has taken
on a number of issues, including
request for dedicated funding for
mass transit in Vision Tulsa (a first
in Tulsa’s history), which led to
$47 million being set aside to fund
the Bus Rapid Transit line that will
run along Peoria Avenue and 11th
Street and $10 million to go
toward creation of a facility that
will serve as a hub for all modes of
transportation, known as an inter-
modal passenger facility.

Additionally, the group advocat-
ed for the exclusion of the
Arkansas River’s Sand Springs and
Bixby dams in the Vision Tulsa
package, asked that the city rene-
gotiate leases on its city-owned
properties, played a major role in
advocating for a rail connection
between Oklahoma City and Tulsa,
and pioneered Oklahoma’s first-
ever participatory budgeting
process with its online “budget
allocator,” which allowed people to
choose their desired Vision proj-
ects online, thus providing insight
into citizens’ priorities, Leighty
says.
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EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR: Bill Leighty, founder and executive direc-
tor of Smart Growth Tulsa, stands with downtown Tulsa in the back-
ground. Smart Growth Tulsa recently gained nonprofit status and
launched a fundraising drive on March 15. The funding would allow the

organization to grow its advocacy efforts.

Public funds for building the PAC were

provided by a 1973 bond issue that
were matched in private dollars with
the help of civic leaders John H.
Williams and Leta Chapman. Led
by Mayor Robert J. LaFortune,
voters
approved the challenge, and the cen-
ter that became known as
“Everyone’s Place” held its
first concert on March 19,
featuring
Philharmonic and jazz great Ella

In March, the PAC held its 40th Anniversary
Concert with Jane Monheit, Nicholas Payton
and the Tulsa Symphony Orchestra, in a trib-
ute to Fitzgerald’s legacy.

“One of the greatest desires from
citizens was dedicated funding for
parks and recreation; people want
to fund our parks department,” he
continues.

The budget allocator largely rep-
resents Smart Growth Tulsa’s ulti-
mate intentions of “building a
more participatory democracy to
get more citizens involved.

“We want to use technology to
collect data to help our city offi-
cials make decisions in line with
citizen needs.”

The group’s next step is its
fundraising drive “to see if the
community is going to support a
staff for Smart Growth,” he says.

Smart Growth Tulsa kicked off
its fundraising drive on March 15,
with a goal of $160,000 to fund
one year.

“There are so many things that we

overwhelmingly

the Tulsa

still want to do. In order to grow, to
be more effective, we need to move
forward.”

If the nonprofit secures funding,
that “moving forward” includes
holding a series of town hall meet-
ings focused on the Arkansas River
and what kind of uses the commu-
nity envisions for the river, advo-
cating for the creation of a commu-
nity garden at 61st Street and
Peoria Avenue and for the non-
commercialization of Helmerich
Park, and launching the use of
Bang the Table, an online engage-
ment platform that offers greater
opportunity for community feed-
back, Leighty says.

“We don’t need people in a back
room making decisions that impact
the entire community,” says Leighty.
“We are an advocate for smart poli-
cies that would help the city.”

KUDOS > - MONTH: Tulsa Performing Arts Center

The PAC houses four theatres, with local
arts organizations and commercial entertain-
ment promoters being its primary clients.

For more information about the Tulsa PAC,
visit tulsapac.com.
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Decorated Navy SEAL to
Headline S.A. Booth Event

Marcus Luttrell, author of the New
York times bestseller Lone Survivor:
The Eyewitness Account of
Operation Redwing and the Lost
Heroes of SEAL Team 10, will serve
as the keynote speaker at the 24th
Annual Salvation Army William
Booth Society Dinner April 11 at the
Cox Business Center. Luttrell, a
United States Navy SEAL, received
the Navy Cross and Purple Heart for
his heroic actions on June 28, 2005.

Luttrell’s 2007, Lone Survivor, tells
the story of four Navy SEALs who
journeyed into the mountainous bor-
der of Afghanistan and Pakistan on
Operation Redwing. An unparalleled
motivational story of survival, the
book is also a moving tribute to the
friends and teammates who did not
make it off the mountain. A powerful
testament to the courage, integrity,
patriotism and community that
forged these American heroes, Lone
Survivor is an incredible account of
teamwork, fortitude and modern
warfare.

In January 2014, Luttrell’s amazing
story made the leap to the big screen
with the blockbuster film, Lone
Survivor, directed by Peter Berg
(Battleship, Hancock) and starring
Mark Wahlberg (The Fighter, The
Departed) as Luttrell. The film cele-
brated a historic open, earning the
second biggest January debut of all
time.

Luttrell joined the U.S. Navy in
March 1999 and became a combat-
trained SEAL in January 2002. After
serving in Iraq for two years, he was
deployed to Afghanistan in the
spring of 2005. As a SEAL, Marcus
Luttrell was trained in weapons,
demolition, and unarmed combat.
He also served as Platoon medic.

The William Booth Society Dinner,
named for The Salvation Army’s
founder, is the largest source of fund-
ing for outreach programs that
include the Center of Hope homeless
shelter, Christmas assistance, and the
six area Boys & Girls Clubs. The
theme of the April 11 dinner is
“Mission: Salvation” and will focus
on the many programs The Salvation
Army provides in the community
that helps those in need with basic
services, positive mentoring and
rebuilding lives.

“We are very excited to host a true
American hero, Marcus Luttrell, as
we come together to help those who
desperately need our help,” says
Shane Fernandez, event co-chair with
his wife, Marnie Glasgow Fernandez.

Past speakers for the dinner
include: Deborah Norville, Tony
Dungy, Paul Harvey, President
George H.W. Bush and Barbara
Bush, Walter Cronkite, Jay Leno,
Tim Russert, Steve Forbes, President

Wedding Special
Bachelor”ette” Parties
& Night on the Town

Don’t book with anyone until you call us!

Celebrate Safely - NO RISK
Escalades, Escapade, Lincoln Stretches,
Mercedes, SUVs and Sedans

Book Early
918-492-5984
www.viplimo.net

like us on

¥ facebook |

facebook.com/VIPOklahoma
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Courtesy Salvation Army
BENEVOLENT ARMY: From left, Captain Jessie Chapman, The
Salvation Army Associate Area Commander; Captain Ken Chapman, The
Salvation Army Tulsa Area Commander; and Shane Fernandez and Marnie
Glasgow Fernandez, 2017 William Booth Society Dinner Chairs are getting
ready to host Navy SEAL Marcus Luttrell at the 24th Annual Salvation Army
William Booth Society Dinner, Tuesday, April 11 at the Cox Business Center.

Courtesy Salvation Army

YOUTH OF THE YEAR: Mackenzie Bechtold, 15, center; of Tulsa, won the
2017 Youth of the Year competition through The Salvation Army Boys & Girls
Clubs of Metro Tulsa at a banquet held recently at the Helmerich Research
Center of the OSU-Tulsa Campus. She is with Captain Ken Chapman and
captain Jessie Chapman.

Bill Clinton, Peyton Manning and the Stevens Foundation, The Bovaird

Bob Costas. Foundation, The Barnett Family
Committee members for the 2017 Foundation, The Borden Family
event include: 2017 WBS Foundation, Cyclonic Valve, Charles

Committee Chairmen Shane &
Marnie Fernandez; Mitch & Melinda
Adwon; Pat Baldwin; Billie &
Howard Barnett; Konnie Boulter;
John Bowen; Jayme Cox; Sheila
Curley; Camille Nassar; Emily &
Todd Perkins; Cassie Reese;
LouAnn Smith and Steve & Dede
Soulé.

Major sponsors of the event include

vV

TULSA PERFORMING
ARTS CENTER

and Peggy Stephenson, The Barnes
Family Foundation, The Merkel
Family Foundation, T.D. Williamson,
Paul & Helen Sisk Trust, Asphalt &
Fuel Supply, The Oxley Foundation,
The Herald and Edna White
Foundation and The Helmerich Trust.

For ticket and sponsor information,
call DJ Morrow Ingram at 918-587-
7801 ext. 124.

UPCOMIG R PRE
TICKET

918.596.7111
TulsaPAC.com

1- Black Grace- Choregus Productions

1-9- The Last Days of Judas Iscariot- Theatre Pops
2- Hermitage Piano Trio- Chamber Music Tulsa
§-27- Michael Knigin- Sherwin Miller Museum

of Jewish Art

§- Brown Bag It: Tulsa Camerata- PAC Trust

8- Brahms’ Requiem- TSO Classics

11-16- Dirty Dancing: The Classic Story on Stage-
Celebrity Attractions

14- Bollywood And Beyond- South Asian

Performing Arts Foundation
18- Che Malambo- Choregus Productions - |
20-23,27-29- Annie Get Your Gun-

Sand Springs Community Theatre =
21-23- Reverb Play Festival-

Echo Theatre Company N

21- Michael A. McFaul- Tulsa Town I—Iaﬂ\
22- Chris Botti- 35 Concerts
30- Lysander Piano Trio-

Chamber Music Tulsa
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Tulsa Bike Share to Put City on the Cutting Edge

Program to Launch in September with ‘Smart Bikes’

By EMILY RAMSEY
Managing Editor

Editor’s Note: Daniel Sperle,
executive director of Tulsa Bike
Share, is one of Greater Tulsa
Reporter’s “10 People to Watch in
2017,” as announced in its January
2017 issue. GTR was the first news
group in greater Tulsa to introduce
“10 People to Watch,” which
launched in January 2009.

Throughout the year, GTR will
publish a series of articles featur-
ing each of its “10 People to
Watch,” with next month's issue to
feature Tulsa’s Young Professionals
2017 Chair Stephanie Cameron.

aniel Sperle’s role as executive

director of Tulsa Bike Share
combines Sperle’s enthusiasm for
Tulsa and knowledge in urban
design and transportation. So,
when the opportunity to apply for
the position came along last year,
“a lot of people were telling me
that this was in my wheelhouse,”
he says.

Tulsa Bike Share was started by
INCOG (Indian Nations Council
of Governments) in 2014. It is part
of the GO Plan and will receive a
portion of funds from Vision Tulsa.

Sperle learned about the job from
one of his instructors at the
University of Oklahoma’s Urban
Design Studio in Tulsa, where Sperle
was finishing up his master’s degree.

Sperle earned his bachelor’s
degree in visual communications
from the University of Oklahoma
in 2013, with his original career
plan revolving around graphic
design.

However, as he became more
interested in architecture and city
design, after graduation he worked
in urban planning and development
in Oklahoma City on projects that
involved downtown and river
development.

“I was working on some cool proj-
ects, but I wanted to be working on
something like that in Tulsa,” says
the native Tulsan and Tulsa School
of Arts and Sciences alum.

As he further developed his love
for the built environment and
urban planning, his next step was
to pursue a master’s in architectur-
al urban studies at OU-Tulsa.
While Sperle was considering
other master’s programs, part of
what attracted him to OU’s pro-
gram specifically in Tulsa was its
focus on interaction with city lead-
ers and its hands-on real-life proj-
ects, he says.

James Wagner, formerly with
INCOG and now serving as Chief
of Performance Strategy and
Innovation on Tulsa Mayor
Bynum’s staff, was one of Sperle’s
teachers.

One project that Sperle played a
role in was creation of a redevelop-
ment plan for 11th Street. The stu-
dents worked with many local enti-
ties and stakeholders, including
Lobeck Taylor Family Foundation,
City Councilor Blake Ewing and
University of Tulsa President
Gerard Clancy.

It has been fun to see some of our
suggestions implemented along
Route 66, he says, like the Fuel 66
food truck park, 2439 E. 11th St.

Sperle officially took the position
of Tulsa Bike Share executive
director in August.

“Transportation has always been
an interest of mine in how it can
impact the way a city is built,” he
says.

Sperle has brought his millennial
energy for walkability and multi-
modal transportation to his role,
including his push for Tulsa’s bike
share program to be “at the fore-
front of where bike share is going,”
he says.

Although, bike sharing is nothing
new to Tulsa, and in the circle of

OU-Tulsa Hosts UK Minister

On March 8, Henry McLeish, for-
mer First Minister of Scotland, vis-
ited the University of Oklahoma-
Tulsa’s Center for Studies in
Democracy and Culture, as the
inaugural guest for the center’s new
series of “Fireside Conversations”
that will feature small group visits
with important figures in global
arts, politics and culture.

McLeish spoke about current
events in the UK, including what
Brexit means for Great Britain and
how Brexit raises the possibility of
Scottish independence.

Political and Constitutional Future
of Scotland and the UK.” He has
authored or co-authored over half a
dozen books.

McLeish served as a member of
the cabinet during the prime minis-
tership of Tony Blair. He also
played a key role in the process of
creating devolution for Scotland
and was subsequently elected as a
member of the first Scottish
Parliament. He subsequently rose
to become the First Minister of
Scotland.

McLeish currently serves as a
member of the Queen’s Privy
Council.

bike share experts, Tulsa is well
known, notes Sperle.

Why?

Tulsa was the first North
American city to launch a bike
share program: Tulsa Townies in
2007. Additionally, Tulsa Townies
continues to hold onto its popular-
ity, with each bicycle averaging
close to two rides per day, says
Sperle.

As the national trend skews
increasingly toward active trans-
portation, Tulsans have shown their
embrace of cycling with a growing
number of cyclists appearing on
roads and sidewalks and the con-
tinued growth of Tulsa Tough.

“Cycling is not a cultural norm
for Oklahoma, but it is for Tulsa,”
he says.

With an eye toward progress, a
few changes have been made to
Tulsa Bike Share’s timeline and
set-up after Sperle and Tulsa Bike
Share’s board of directors consid-
ered the future of bike sharing pro-
grams nationwide.

Instead of launching in the spring
with 108 bicycles, Phase 1 will
launch in September with 140
bicycles and 18 launching stations
throughout downtown Tulsa.

“I want to show that Tulsa can be
ahead of the curve,” Sperle says.

And mobile application is the
way of the future for bike sharing,
he continues.

That means that Tulsa Bike Share
will incorporate a mobile app that
will indicate the locations of avail-
able bicycles, and the bicycles will
be “smart bikes,” equipped with
technology that will allow the bicy-
cles to be tracked and enable users
to lock and leave bicycles any-
where, as opposed to only at
“docking stations.”

Sperle hopes to see Phase II of
the program rolled out a few
months after Phase I, but that will
largely depend on the amount of

EMILY RAMSEY for GTR Newspapers

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR: Daniel Sperle entered his position as Tulsa
Bike Share executive director in August and will lead the launch of Phase
I of the city s bike share program in September. The program will begin
with 140 bicycles and 18 launching stations throughout downtown Tulsa.

community funding assistance
received, he says.

The Phase II extension could
include bicycle stations at A
Gathering Place for Tulsa, on the
University of Tulsa campus,
Brookside, Cherry Street, 11th
Street, and in the Kendall Whittier
area.

Also, in line with the launch of the
Bus Rapid Transit line along 11th
Street and Peoria Avenue, Tulsa
Bike Share will introduce a univer-
sal pass that can be used both with
bicycles and MTTA (Metropolitan
Tulsa Transit Authority) buses, he
says. “The plan is to install a bike
station at every bus stop so that
bikes become the last mile connec-

WELCOMING: 4t the University of Oklahoma-Tulsa's Center for Studies
in Democracy and Culture s “Fireside Conversations” are, from left, Dr.
Roger Blais, University of Tulsa provost; Dr. James Sloss, OU-Tulsa
Graduate College dean; former First Minister of Scotland Henry McLeish;
Howard Barnett, OSU-Tulsa president;, Raj Basu, OSU-Tulsa vice presi-
dent for academic affairs; and OU-Tulsa professor Rodger Randle.

tor to people’s final destinations.”

City officials hope to launch both
the Peoria Avenue and 11th Street
routes in 2019.

“We want to make sure that we are
servicing the community in the way
that we need to.

“Bike share is intended to work
with public transportation.”

Coming most quickly on the hori-
zon is a rebranding effort by Tulsa
Bike Share at the end of May,
including a new name, says Sperle,
based on input from focus groups
and local stakeholders.

“We are creating something to add
to Tulsa’s culture, and we want the
community to feel like they own the
system themselves,” says Sperle.
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HENRY MCLEISH: Former First
Minister of Scotland Henry McLeish
spoke on March 8 as the inaugural
guest for the Center for Studies in
Democracy and Culture’s “Fireside
Conversations.”

His most recent book is
“Rethinking Our Politics: The
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One of the country’s top
doctors. Leading the charge
against lung cancer right
here in Tulsa.

Named 2016 Top Doctor by Castle Connolly

Dr. Daniel Nader, Director of the Lung Center at CTCA®
in Tulsa, has been recognized by Castle Connolly as one
of America’s Top Doctors in pulmonary medicine for the
last six years.
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Since 1991, Dr. Nader and his team at Cancer Treatment Centers of America®
in Tulsa have been dedicated to building a comprehensive Lung Center to fight
this complex disease. With access to cutting-edge technologies, advanced
treatments and supportive therapies, our experts specialize in personalized

lung cancer care—helping our patients fight cancer.

800.515.9610 | cancercenter.com/tulsalung

©2017 Rising Tide

Cancer
Treatment

. Centers
of America’

Atlanta « Chicago * Philadelphia * Phoenix * Tulsa

A Network Provider For
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Students Benefit from Reading Partners Initiative
Partners

From The Mayor

By G.T. BYNUM
Mayor of Tulsa

The spirit of high expectations in
our community continues gaining
momentum as we work toward
making Tulsa a premier place in
Oklahoma to receive an education.

The City Council and I have
established improvements in high
school graduation rates as one of
our eight areas of strategic focus
moving forward. We know public
education matters to Tulsans, and
third-grade reading is a key aca-
demic benchmark for students.
Third-grade reading proficiency is
one of the greatest indicators of
whether or not a student will grad-
uate from high school. We also
know our third-grade reading pro-
ficiency in Tulsa is right around 50
percent. We must do much better.

Fortunately, there is a strategy to
make improvements and it’s called
Reading  Partners.  Reading

Partners is a volunteer program in
which Tulsans volunteer an hour
per week to practice reading with a
student who needs a little extra
help in improving their reading
skills. The results speak for them-
selves: While only half of Tulsa
third-graders are reading at a profi-
cient level currently, that number
skyrockets to over 90 percent for
students who participate in
Reading Partners. The only limita-
tion on the program’s success is the
number of adults who volunteer.
This past February, I signed an
executive order giving City of Tulsa
employees the option of participat-
ing in the Reading Partners pro-
gram during City business hours, if
volunteering will not impact their
work productivity. This agreement
makes the City of Tulsa the largest
employer partner with Reading
Partners in the United States. The
progress of each child that a City of
Tulsa employee partners with will
be tracked, so at the end of the aca-
demic year we will be able to
show the citizens of Tulsa what a

difference their employees made
in the academic success of Tulsa
students.

Allowing City employees to par-
ticipate in the Reading Partners
program will also indirectly affect
a number of other long-term prior-
ities for our city, ranging from eco-
nomic development to reducing
crime rates. What we’re doing
today is something students will
see the benefit of quickly, while
our community will experience the
benefit from this 10, 15 and 20

years down the road. As with edu- [

cation in general, this is a long-
term investment.

I’'m grateful to Reading Partners
for their program that comple-
ments Tulsa Public Schools’ work
to ensure all students read on grade
level. It’s a proven way for mem-
bers of our community to volunteer
one hour a week and by doing so,
help every student have the literacy
skills they need to succeed in
school and in life. Anyone interest-
ed in learning more can visit:
www.readingpartners.org/tulsa

FT— 77

Courtesy City of Tulsa

HAPPY LEARNERS: Tulsa Mayor G.T. Bynum listening to a student
read. She is one of the many students who is benefitting from Reading
Tulsa volunteers who spend at least an hour per week helping the stu-

dents to improve their reading skills.

Renewing a spirit of high
expectations also means having
clear ways to reach our goals.
When it comes to making Tulsa
the best place in Oklahoma to

receive an education, Reading
Partners offers a clear way for all
of us to play our part. Together,
we are building a better city for
the next generation.

Women’s Association Supports Tulsa Boys’ Home

The Women’s Association, founded in
1938, is an auxiliary support group of
Tulsa Boys’ Home. They provide essen-
tial supplies for the boys and raise thou-
sands of dollars each year for TBH
through numerous fun-filled events.
Since 1938, these volunteer women have
been major contributors of energy and
influence in fund-raising campaigns.
Members have been providing food and
clothing since the early years and contin-
ue to raise money for expansion and on-
going operating expenses. Today’s mem-
bers consistently help with towels, socks,
and underwear, as well as special needs
for the kitchen, holiday gifts for the boys,

and more.

More than 30 non-profit organi-
zations gathered at Cancer
Treatment Centers of America
(CTCA) for the hospital’s third
annual Community Day held
March 2.

The event, designed to raise
awareness for community serv-
ice with the medical center’s
broad range of staff, allowed
employees to learn more about
each agency’s mission in one
convenient spot. The event is a
part of a larger initiative at the
hospital, called CTCA Hope
Works.

The event provided an opportu-
nity for the CTCA staff to learn
more about all of the volunteer
opportunities and fundraising pro-
grams from the diverse represen-
tation from non-profit organiza-
tions, as well as participate in a

music and song.

“flash mob” with dancing staff
and volunteers who regularly per-
form in the hospital lobby on
Thursdays to bring cheer to
patients and caregivers.

Lisa Buckmaster, who works in
Imaging Services at CTCA and
has become involved with Street
School, said, “Today’s economy is
making it harder and harder for
many nonprofit groups to raise the
funds they need to provide much
needed services for people who
can’t afford to pay for them on
their own. Many of these organi-
zations rely on private donations
for their funding and the less they
receive, the less they can provide
to people in need. It makes my
heart and soul feel better knowing
that I’ve given something to the
kids and faculty at Street School,
whether it be money, school sup-

Springtime events include the Annual [
Spring Luncheon March 30 and the Tulsa [’
Boys’ Home annual fundraiser, “The Run
for the Roses,” a Kentucky Derby party Y,
held at the Expo Square Pavilion on the
first Saturday afternoon in May.

The Annual Spring Luncheon benefits
Tulsa Boys” Home and is held at the
Renaissance Hotel. This annual fundrais-
er is a blend of exciting events that include
a silent auction of fabulously themed bas-
kets, gift certificates, Kentucky Derby
style hats, and many other unique items. |
Luncheon attendees are entertained by

Sponsorship opportunities are available
for Women’s Association events.

plies, time or whatever they may
need.”

Just last year, CTCA employees
volunteered 3,000 hours to 40-
plus community organizations.

FUN FUNDRAISER:
Getting ready for this years
Women's Association Spring
Luncheon fundraiser, the
“Carnival Celebration,” are,
from left, Tulsa Boys’ Home
resident Nathan,; Patti Smith,
president of the Women's
Association of the Tulsa
Boys’ Home;  Honorable
Karen Keith, Tulsa county
commissioner District 2;
Susan Bynum wife of Tulsa
Mayor G.T. Bynum, Jacki Van
Cura, chairwoman of the
Sprmg Luncheon; and Tulsa
Boys’ Home resident Chance.

GTR Ncwspapcrs photo

CTCA Matches Employees Wlth Communlty Carlng Organlzatlons

Funds donated by employees to P

area causes equaled more than
$500,000 to local efforts like the
Tulsa Area United Way, Street
School and many cancer support
organizations. In addition, CTCA
employees were active on 30-plus
boards and committees of local
organizations.

Examples of in-kind donation
drives last year at the hospital
included: toys and coats for Tulsa
Women and Children’s Center,
business clothes for Dress for
Success, baby needs for
Emergency Infant Services, and
school supplies for Street School.

The hospital’s interim president

SUPPORTING STREET

SCHOOL:

Street School Media and
Community Relations Director Kelly McElroy, left, with CTCA Interim
CEO and President Jay Foley and CTCA's Lisa Buckmaster and Jennifer
Jameson at the CTCA Community Caring event. Buckmaster and
Jameson are community volunteers.

and CEO Jay Foley said of the
day, “Volunteerism and communi-
ty involvement is encouraged and

commended at CTCA. It’s an
honor to be part of this caring
community.”

You know the issues facing many of our neighbors.
POVERTY, HUNGER, HOMELESSNESS and other devastating factors
that overwhelm countless people here in Northeast Oklahoma.
The Salvation Army works year-round to form a protective network
of services which provide the assistance that every man, woman and

child in our community deserves.

Help us change lives in our community by joining The Power of 12. The concept is simple: donors
will give as little as $12 each month, for 12 months. Our ultimate goal is 12,000 members. When
thousands of small, consistent gifts are combined, they make a big impact.

www.PowerOfi2Tuilsa.org

Give a little; change a lot. Be Part of the POWER of 12

The Salvation Army of Metro Tulsa | 918.587.7801

B

DOING THE
MOST GOOD

CALL 918-254-1515 FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION
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Newsmakers Honorees Communicate, Educate, Innovate

The Association for Women in
Communications (AWC) Tulsa
Chapter will celebrate Oklahoma
women who have made significant
contributions to the greater Tulsa
community and Oklahoma at its
annual Newsmakers Awards lunch-
eon, Wednesday, May 3, at Southern
Hills Country Club.

The unifying theme to this year’s
honorees is improving lives through
education, communication and phi-
lanthropy.

This year’s Newsmakers are Tulsa
Public  Schools
Deborah A. Gist, Tulsa Community
College Spanish Professor and TV
host Tina Pefa, and Hardesty
Foundation Executive Director
Michelle Hardesty.

The Saidie Lifetime Achievement
Award winner is Teresa Miller, long-
time host of Writing Out Loud,
author and founder of the Oklahoma
Center for Poets and Writers,
Celebration of Books, and co-
founder of Tulsa Reads.

Deborah Gist

Named as one of Time magazine’s
100 Most Influential People in the
World, Deborah Gist graduated
from Memorial High School. She
returned to Tulsa Public Schools to
become its superintendent, bringing
innovative thinking and a wealth of
educational leadership experience
including as Rhode Island
Commissioner of Education.

Her degrees include a doctorate
from the University of
Pennsylvania, = master’s  from
Harvard University and bachelor’s
from the University of Oklahoma.
She began her education career as a
teacher and moved into administra-
tion in 1996, eventually serving as a
senior policy analyst for the U.S.
Department of Education and as the
first state superintendent of educa-
tion for the District of Columbia.

In addition to leading one of

Superintendent

TERESA MILLER

DEBORAH GIST

MICHELLE HARDESTY

TINA PENA

Oklahoma’s largest school districts,
Gist also serves the community on
the boards of Tulsa Area United
Way, Junior Achievement of
Oklahoma, and the Boy Scouts of
America Indian Nations Council.

Tina Pefia

Tina Pena, a native of Lima, Peru,
is founder and president of Mita’s
Foundation and associate professor
of Spanish at Tulsa Community
College, where she also trains med-
ical interpreters. She is host of
“Temas en Tulsa,” a Spanish lan-
guage television program sponsored
by Tulsa Community College that
provides both information to Tulsa’s
growing Latino community and is a
place for Spanish language learners
to polish their comprehension skills.

Pefia is the 2016 Governor’s Arts
Award recipient for individual serv-
ice in the Oklahoma arts communi-
ty, 2015 recipient of the United
Nations of Oklahoma’s Human
Rights Award, a 2007 Pinnacle
Award Winner, and serves on the
Governor’s Task Force for the
Advancement of Hispanic Students
in Higher Education.

Mita’s Foundation efforts include

offering charitable relief and
improved quality of life for Peru’s
impoverished and underprivileged
children and their families. The non-
profit hosts an annual mission to
Peru to distribute backpacks filled
with school supplies along with toi-
letries and self-care items.

Michelle Hardesty

Michelle Hardesty brings a strong
business background to her role as
executive director of The Hardesty
Family Foundation, Inc., which was
by her parents in 2005. Previously
Hardesty, served as president of
Hardesty Realty Corp., where she
managed more than 2,000 apart-
ment units and 65 employees in six
states.

Her honors include Tulsa Business
Journal Woman of Distinction and
Outstanding Philanthropist of the
Year from the Association of
Fundraising Professionals.

Hardesty’s additional community
contributions include bringing a
new meaning to speed dating when
she used the concept to introduce
potential grantees to funders as
member and past president of the
Funders Roundtable, a regional

association of grant makers. She
also organized the poverty game for
trustees and staff of local founda-
tions. The poverty game requires
participants to work together to pro-
vide food, shelter, and necessities
while facing the same barriers as
people living in poverty.

Saidie Lifetime Achievement
Award: Teresa Miller

Teresa Miller’s roots run four gen-
erations deep in Oklahoma. She
grew up in Tahlequah where she also
started in the newspaper business
and wrote her first novel, Remnants
of Glory. Her other books include a
memoir Means of Transit, and novel
Family Correspondence. She is cur-
rently working on a new novel,
Provenance.

Miller was host and executive pro-
ducer of the long-running television
series “Writing Out Loud.” The
show featured more than 350 inter-
views including 20 Pulitzer winners.
She advocated for Oklahoma writers
and eventually developed the
Oklahoma Storyteller Series at the
University of Oklahoma Press and
curated an Oklahoma writers exhib-
it for the Oklahoma History Center.

partyserve.com

RIP STELL for GTR Newspapers

GATHERING PLAYGROUND EQUIPMENT: Adventure Playground equipment
arrived at the Gathering Place March 22. Over the last year, equipment has been accu-
mulating in a 40,000-square foot Tulsa warehouse as construction of the playground has
progressed. Hand-crafted wooden towers will make up the five-acre playground. A project
of George Kaiser Family Foundation, A Gathering Place for Tulsa will transform nearly
100 acres of Tulsa's waterfront along the Arkansas River into a dynamic and active space
when the project is completed. 66.5 acres will be completed within Phase I by late 2017.

PARTYSERVE

In 1994, while struggling with
writer’s block, Miller established
the Oklahoma Center for Poets and
Writers and the Oklahoma Writers
Hall of Fame, now housed perma-
nently at Oklahoma  State
University-Tulsa. The center has
hosted many of the country’s lead-
ing authors, such as Pat Conroy,
Frank McCourt, Maya Angelou,
Alice Walker, Dave Barry, Isabel

Allende, Amy Tan, and Neil
Gaiman.
Miller also launched the

Celebration of Books and Tulsa
Reads. Through Tulsa Reads, she
developed a book registry to provide
free books to Tulsa area groups such
as Tulsa Women in Recovery,
Family and Children’s Services, and
KIPP Academy.

About the event

The Newsmakers Awards lunch-
eon provides funding for AWC Tulsa
Chapter’s college scholarships and
for giving a new book to every stu-
dent at Anderson FElementary
School.

Tickets are $55 for members and
$65 for non-members. Sponsorships
also are available.

TULSA’S PREMIER FULL

SERVICE CATERING
COMPANY

WEDDINGS. GALAS. CORPORATE

newspaper is entitled to proudly display this 2016

award-winning emblem, which signifies continued
excellence and service to the community.

EVENTS. PRIVATE PARTIES.
GROUPS OF 50 TO 10,000

BARTENDING SERVICES

BOOK WITH US
PARTYSERVE.COM

Gongratulations o this aW‘ﬂI‘V‘IIIII !] newspaper!

2016 OKLAHOMA PRESS ASSOCIATION
BETTER NEWSPAPER CONTEST WINNER

The Oklahoma Press Association is proud to announce
that this newspaper was recently named one of the
state’s best by a panel of judges. As a winner, this

GTR Newspapers: Oklahoma’s Largest Monthly News Group
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Spring is Here, Come Out and Play

After a hard day, and especially
after a rough week or an exasperat-
ing time wrangling tasks and man-
aging challenges, I am tempted, like
you might be, to

“Wicked,” plays at the Broken
Arrow PAC for one night, Apr, 23. 1
love the music in this piece, espe-
cially “Corner of the Sky.” I made a
point to see

get comfy, read,
or escape to “On
Demand” televi-
sion. Yet, I'm
always glad
when [’ve made
an effort to
attend a good
play or dance
performance,
view art, groove
to live music or
take in a great
film. And if
someone  can
make me laugh, I
am all about that.

There will be a
few opportuni-

“Pippin” on

ShOW BUZZ Broadway  just

after it won four
Tony Awards -
one for best
revival. There is
an abundance of
acrobatics in this
show, trapeze-
flying and Fosse-
style dancing.
Dance and
chamber music
are passions of
mine, so I'm
happy to enjoy
them back to
back at the PAC.
Choregus

ties to laugh or By NANCY HERMANN Productions

smile this month

with so many top-flight comics in
town. Comics generally are very
smart people, and one of the most
brilliant is Chris Rock. Comedy
Central voted him fifth greatest
comedian of all time. When I read
that, I had to research to see who
were considered the top four. Guess!
Don’t look yet, but I will post those
names at the very end of this col-
umn. Chris will perform at the River
Spirit Casino Apr. 6, while his com-
patriots from SNL, Adam Sandler,
David Spade and Rob Schneider (all
of whom, along with Chris Farley,
were “the bad boys of SNL”), will
appear with him and Nick Swordson
at the Casino on April 18. And, if
you like a different brand of come-
dy, consider Jeff Foxworthy and
Larry & the Cable Guy at the BOK
Center, Apr. 15.

The Riverspirit has hosted a string
of headline performers since it
opened its new theatre. In addition
to the comics, look for Smokey
Robinson on Apr. 20 and Kenny
Rogers on Apr. 28, both at the
RiverSpirit, and also another big-
name performer, trumpeter Chris
Botti at the Tulsa PAC, Apr. 22.

“Nobody puts Baby in a corner”
as long as Johnny Castle is around.
I’'ve probably seen the “Dirty
Dancing” movie with Patrick
Swayze and Jennifer Grey a dozen
times or more, and I’'m excited to
discover what the story looks and
sounds like live onstage. Celebrity
Attractions hosts the Broadway
show, Apr. 11-16 at the PAC, com-
plete with steamy dancing and
songs like “Hungry Eyes,” and
more.

“Pippin,” with music written by
Stephen Schwartz, who penned

presents Black
Grace, all the way from New
Zealand, Apr. 1. Tulsa is one stop on
the company’s 10-city “One Night
Only” tour in the U.S. Other cities
include Denver, Salt Lake City, Palo
Alto (Stanford) and Austin. A hall-
mark of Black Grace is its physical-
ity, energy and the narrative quality
of choreographer Neil leremia’s
work. Another Choregus presenta-
tion is Che Malambo, Apr. 18, also
in Chapman Music Hall. Fourteen
Argentine men — gauchos — per-
form the malambo, which is only
danced by men and is inspired by
the galloping horses of Argentina!
The program was created by former
ballet dancer and choreographer
Gilles Brinas.

On Apr. 2, the Hermitage Piano
Trio from Russia makes its Tulsa
debut with music from
Rachmaninoff, Shostakovich and
Rimsky-Korsakov. 1 don’t know
how Chamber Music Tulsa can pos-
sibly  follow the fabulous
Beethoven Winter Festival, but this
program and these highly praised
performers are going to provide
their own fireworks. They’ve
expressed an interest in seeing
Tulsa’s vaunted Art Deco, and I
hope I have an opportunity to show
them around. We can hear The
Hermitage ensemble open April
and the Lysander Piano Trio close it
on Apr. 30. Lysander will perform
music from Spanish and Italian
composers and Schubert’s Trio in E
Flat major.

I don’t often include films in
Show Buzz, but I think we should
gather at the Circle Cinema, Apr.
20-23 and geek out at the
Architecture & Design Film
Festival:Tulsa. Twenty-one films

CHRIS ROCK: Recently named a
top five all-time comic by Comedy

BLUE-COLLAR COMEDY: Jeff Foxworthy and Larry the Cable Guy Central, Chris Rock comes to the

will perform at the BOK Center April 15.

River Spirit Casino April 6.

from nine countries are featured,
and curated by Kyle Bergman,
program director of ADFF:New
York. I attended his film fest in
New York in September and saw
several of these beautiful and
interesting films. One that will
resonate locally is the Eero
Saarinen film about the man who
created the St. Louis Arch and so
many other extraordinary struc-
tures. Two of the many special
guests at the festival are Paul
Makovsky from Metropolis maga-
zine, and Pulitzer Prize-winning
former architectural columnist for
the NYC Times, and now with
Vanity  Fair, author Paul
Goldberger. I'm reading his book
“Why Architecture Matters,” and
it is so very good. He has a recent
book out on Frank Gehry and will
sign books following the film
“Getting Frank Gehry.”

ADFF:Tulsa, hosted by Tulsa
Foundation for Architecture, will
include films about well-known
architects, a film exploring the
life of Mexican-American pho-
tographer Pedro Guererro, a film
about yarn and all the cool art
being crocheted and knitted, and
films about buildings, gardens
and communities. [ particularly
liked “Windshield,” which tells
the story of an East Coast family
that has a West Coast modern
architect design their home. Not
long after it is completed, tragedy
strikes. The story plays out with
the help of old photographs and
early home movies.

Spring is here! Come out and
play all month long.

The answer to the comedian
question is: Richard Pryor,
George Carlin, Lenny Bruce and
Woody Allen.

SMOKEY ROBINSON: The American R&B singer/songwriter brings
his Motown hits to River Spirit Casino April 20.

HEE

ADFF:TULSA: Frank Gehry's “Treehouse Project,” otherwise known as
the “crumpled brown paper bag” by its critics, is one of the unique sculp-
tural buindings that has made Frank Gehry an international icon in archi-
tecture. The film “Getting Frank Gehry” shows at 6 p.m. April 21 as part
of the Architecture & Design Film Festival at Circle Cinema April 21-23.

Admission
Adult $5.00

MIILITARY HISTORY CENTER

Members and Children under 18 - Free

Hours of Operation

Tues. - Fri. 10:00 - 4:00 - Sat. 10:00 - 2:00
Closed Sunday and Monday and the major Federal Holidays

Phone: (918) 794-2712

http://www.okmhm.org

“Promoting Patriotism through the Preservation of Military History”

112 North Main Broken Arrow, OK 74012

‘.
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4

MILITARY HISTORY
CENTER

CALL 918-254-1515 FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION
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April Filled WlthEplc Stories, Music at Tulsa PAC

Special from the PAC

Spring is here, and with it the
Tulsa Performing Arts Center is
excited to welcome new and famil-
iar entertainment to T-Town. Here’s
a look at what’s in store for the
month.

Set in a time-bending, darkly
comic world between heaven and
hell, The Last Days of Judas
Iscariot reexamines the plight and
fate of the Bible’s most infamous
and unexplained sinner. This
thought-provoking ~ work by
Pulitzer Prize-winning playwright
Stephen Adly Guirgis tells the story
of a court case over the ultimate
fate of the disciple who betrayed
his friend and teacher to the author-
ities. Lawyers call for the testi-
monies of such witnesses as
Mother Teresa, Sigmund Freud and
Satan. Theatre Pops presents the
drama April 1-2 and 6-9 in Liddy
Doenges Theatre.

One of New Zealand’s leading
contemporary dance companies,
Black Grace was founded in 1995
by dancer/choreographer Neil
Ieremia. Drawing from his Samoan
and New Zealand roots, Ieremia
creates innovative, highly physical
dance works, rich in the storytelling
traditions of the South Pacific and
expressed with raw finesse, unique
beauty and power. Featuring some
of New Zealand’s finest dancers,
the company has toured to Europe,
Japan, South Korea, Mexico,
Australia and New Caledonia. The
Choregus Productions show comes
to Chapman Music Hall April 1.

Descending from the great
Russian musical tradition, the
Hermitage Piano Trio is distin-
guished by its exuberant musicality,
interpretative range and sumptuous
sound. For their first appearance in
Tulsa, pianist Ilya Kazantsev, cellist
Sergey Antonov and violinist
Misha Keylin have selected a dra-
matic and passionate program.
Traditional compositions include
Rachmaninoff’s “Trio Elégiaque”
No. 1 in G Minor and
Shostakovich’s Trio No. 2 in E
Minor, Op 67. The trio will also
perform Rimsky-Korsakov’s sel-
dom-heard Trio in C Minor, which
features some of the most beautiful
and sublime moments in Russian
music. Chamber Music Tulsa pres-
ents this unique show April 1 in
John Williams Theatre.

Tulsa Camerata, Tulsa’s own
chamber music ensemble, returns
to the PAC Trust’s Brown Bag It
series with a pair of quintets that
evoke dreams of a lost past and
hopes for a better future. The pro-
gram includes excerpts from
Osvaldo Golijov’s klezmer-inspired
Dreams and Prayers of Isaac the
Blind and the nostalgic Clarinet
Quintet of Johannes Brahms. This
free show is April 5 at 12:10 p.m.

COMPARE OUR BARGAN PRICED REFILLS
TO OTHERS BEFORE YOU BUY!

THE TIME OF YOUR LIFE: Celebrity Attractions brings the coming-
of-age tale “Dirty Dancing - The Classic Story On Stage” April 11-16.

Tulsa Oratorio Chorus joins Tulsa
Symphony for a work that became
the central and longest work of
Johannes Brahms’ career, the
German Requiem. Unconvinced of
man’s afterlife, Brahms composed
this work after the deaths of his
mother and his beloved friend and
fellow composer Robert
Schumann.  “Ein  Deutsches
Requiem” was not intended as a
mass for the dead like the ones his
contemporaries and earlier com-
posers had written but instead as a
work of consolation for those left
behind. James Bagwell is guest
conductor for this concert happen-
ing April 8 in Chapman Music
Hall.

Running April 11-16, come have
the time of your life when Celebrity
Attractions  presents  “Dirty
Dancing - The Classic Story on
Stage.” Seen by millions across the
globe, this worldwide smash hit
tells the classic story of Baby and
Johnny, two fiercely independent
young spirits from different worlds
who come together in what will be
the most challenging and tri-
umphant summer of their lives.
This show features the hit songs
“Hungry Eyes,” “Hey Baby,” “Do
You Love Me?” and the heart-stop-
ping “(I’ve Had) The Time of My
Life.”

Bollywood and Beyond is a
unique concert experience pre-
senting three interrelated, yet dis-
tinct, musical concepts:
Bollywood by legendary playback
singer Kavita Krishnamurti; glob-
al fusion by violin icon Dr. L.
Subramaniam; and contemporary
world music comprising elements
of pop, rock and jazz fused with
traditional Indian music by
SubraMania (Bindu and Ambi
Subramaniam). The concert fea-
tures popular Bollywood numbers,
soulful compositions and virtuosic
violin playing. The Chicago World
Music Festival calls Dr. L.

Gannotiee) !‘.muulmﬂ
ANYILTHErOTIErS
Cimied yimeotier.

100% GUARANTEE, IF YOUR CARTRIDGE FAILS
WE WILL REPLACE IT OR REFUND YOUR MONEY

Mon.

GTR Newspapers: Oklahoma’s Largest Monthly News Group

7110 S. Mingo
(Just South of 71st,
West Side of Mmgo

918-252-7229

www.cartridge-smart.com
- Fri. 9 a.m.

Subramaniam “arguably the great-
est violinist in the history of
Indian music.” South Asian
Performing Arts Foundation pres-
ents this unique show April 14 in
John Williams Theatre.

The Argentine-based company
Che Malambo excites audiences
through precise footwork and
rhythmic stomping, drumming of
the bombos, singing, and whirling
boleadoras (lassos with stones on
the end). Presenting a thrilling, per-
cussive dance and music spectacle,
the company’s work celebrates the
unique South American cowboy
tradition of the gaucho. This power-
house all-male company of 14 gau-
chos is directed by French choreog-
rapher and former ballet dancer
Gilles Brinas. Che Malambo brings
fiery Malambo traditions and virtu-
osic dancing to the contemporary
stage for an exhilarating and enter-
taining show that is perfect for the
entire family. Choregus
Productions brings the show April
18 to Chapman Music Hall.

“Annie Get Your Gun,” presented
by Sand Springs Community
Theatre, is a fictionalized version
of the life of American sharpshoot-
er Annie Oakley (1860-1926).
When Buffalo Bill’s Wild West
Show visits Cincinnati, he per-
suades Annie to join his circus-like
attraction, where she falls head
over heels for dashing shooting ace
Frank Butler, who headlines the
show. Annie quickly eclipses
Butler as the main attraction,
which, while good for business, is
bad for romance. Butler leaves to
join a rival show but is ultimately
pitted against Annie in a final
shoot-out. This 1946 hit musical by
siblings Dorothy Fields and
Herbert Fields includes several
well-known songs by Irving
Berlin, including “There’s No
Business Like Show Business,”
“You Can’t Get a Man with a Gun,”
and “Anything You Can Do.” The

AND ALL THAT JAZZ.: Chris Botti returns to Tulsa with his smooth
Jjazz and pop sounds on April. 22.

classic musical comes to John H.
Williams Theatre April 20-29.

The Reverb Play Festival, present-
ed by Echo Theatre Company, fea-
tures new works that deal with dan-
gerous subjects written by danger-
ous playwrights. Reverb showcases
works that seek to change the world
for the better by providing a stage
for underrepresented voices in our
society. Echo Theatre Company
focuses on work that is global in
scope, socially conscious in sub-
stance, and educational in outlook.
The Reverb Play Festival broadens
Echo’s commitment to theatre as an
agent of change. The festival runs
April 21-23 in Liddy Doenges
Theatre.

Tulsa Town Hall presents recent
ambassador to Russia and former
National Security Council member
Michael A. McFaul April 21 in
Chapman Music Hall. During
McFaul’s distinguished career in
the political and academic arenas,
he has earned a reputation as one of
the most renowned experts on for-
eign affairs. Prior to his ambas-
sadorship, McFaul served as the
special assistant to President
Obama and senior director for
Russian and Eurasian affairs at the
National Security Council. McFaul
is a professor of political science at
his alma  mater, Stanford
University. A Rhodes Scholar, he
completed his PhD in International
Relations in 1991. McFaul also has
authored numerous books and
works as an analyst for NBC News.

Since the release of his critically
acclaimed 2004 CD “When 1 Fall
In Love,” Chris Botti has become
the largest-selling American instru-
mental artist. His success has

crossed over to audiences usually
reserved for pop music, and his
ongoing association with PBS has
led to four No. 1 jazz albums. His
2013 recording “Impressions” won
the Grammy Award for Best Pop
Instrumental Album. Over the past
three decades, Botti has recorded
and performed with the best in
music, including Sting, Barbra
Streisand, Josh Groban, Yo-Yo Ma,
Michael Bublé, Paul Simon and
more. 35 Concerts presents this
jazz sensation April 22 in Chapman
Music Hall.

Returning to Tulsa, Lysander
Piano Trio is excited to present an
unusual program of Mediterranean
music, including music by Enrique
Granados, one of Spain’s most col-
orful composers. They will also
present a very romantic work by the
Italian composer Mario
Castelnuovo-Tedesco, who found
refuge in Hollywood during World
War II and helped shape the sound
of movies while teaching the likes
of John Williams. The trio, present-
ed by Chamber Music Tulsa, comes
to John H. Williams Theatre April
30.

And in the PAC Gallery this
month is artist Michael Knigin,
presented by the Sherwin Miller
Museum  of  Jewish  Art.
“Remembrance 2000,” in the
gallery April 5-27, is a series of
images commemorating both dead
and living heroes of the
Holocaust.

Tickets for all events are available
by calling the Tulsa PAC ticket
office at 918-596-7111 or online at
TulsaPAC.com. You can also check
out the latest PAC news on your
favorite social media platform.

-5 p.m.
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Local Dining

By BLAKE AUSTYN
Contributing Writer

Ruth’s Chris Steak House opened
in January at River Spirit Casino
Resort, 8330 Riverside Pkwy.

The restaurant sets its elegant
ambiance right from its entrance,
which features large stately doors
off the hotel and casino corridor
that lead to the hostess desk and an
expansive bar and lounge. In addi-
tion, the restaurant’s dining room
sits behind the lounge and juts out
west toward the Arkansas River,
offering views of both the resort
pool, to open in the spring, and the
river. The dining room also offers
private rooms for events.

Sitting in the lounge with the sun
just beginning to set and its rays
reflecting on the water behind the
life-like palm trees that border the
pool, I felt transported to a tropical
vacation spot.

My party arrived at the restaurant
for an early dinner and to take
advantage of the restaurant’s mod-
erately-priced happy hour that runs
Monday-Friday, 4 p.m.-6:30.

When we first arrived, the bar
and lounge held only a scattering
of early diners, but by the time we
left, close to 7 p.m., the bar and
lounge were packed and had been

GREATER TULSA REPORTER NEWSPAPERS

DINING OUT IN GREATER TULSA
Ruth’s Chris Steak House Sets the Bar High in Qualtty

for the past hour at least.

We started with the Barbecue
Shrimp, and I can pretty much
promise that it is not the taste of
barbecue that you are imagining —
it’s better.

The shrimp came in a white wine
sauce with butter, garlic and
spices. Delicious. We held onto the
appetizer plate in order to use the
bread brought to the table to fully
clean the plate of the generous
helping of white wine sauce.

For entrees, my father ordered the
steak sandwich, which was on the
happy hour menu. The meat was
tender with a flavorful sauce.
Something he would order again,
he said.

My mother and I both chose the
seasonal prix fixe four-course
meals, for either $44.95 or $55.95,
depending on the meat choice.

She opted for the six-ounce Filet
and Shrimp for $44.95. 1 chose the
Pan-Roasted Black Grouper with
Basil Tomato Sauce as my protein
for the higher price point.

Because of an error in the
kitchen, however, my mother also
received a portion of lobster with
her entree, which was an unexpect-
ed surprise. All of the meats were
tender with none of the seafood
tasting fishy. The shrimp and the
grouper were, possibly, my
favorites. I loved the grouper’s
tomato basil sauce.

The filet had a good flavor, but,

WELL-KNOWN NAME:

Ruth'’s
Chris Steak House, which opened
in January, sits in the casino corri-
dor at River Spirit Casino Resort,
8330 Riverside Pkwy.
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WARM INTERIOR: Ruth's Chris Steak House offers an expansive bar
and lounge as well as a dining room and private event rooms. The
restaurant faces west, offering views of the resort pool and the Arkansas

River from the lounge and dining room.

MARDI GRAS CELEBRATION

GTR Newspapers Photo
A FESTIVE GATHERING: The Jambalaya Jazz Band performs
during Mardi Gras, or Fat Tuesday, on Feb. 28 at Cajun Eds
Heberts Specialty Meats and Restaurant, 2101 E. 71st St. The
restaurant offers authentic Cajun cuisine as well as a meal delivery
service and a retail area with prepared meats and other Cajun items.

FARMERS

INSURANCE

Neil Johnson ¢ (918) 403-9955
I515 E. 71st St., Suite 200 ¢ Tulsa, OK + 74136

as my mom had ordered it medium
well, it was a bit overcooked for
my preference.

In addition to the entree, the meal
comes with the choice of a soup or
salad, side dish, and dessert.

My mother chose the Farmer’s
Market Salad, topped with pota-
toes, bacon, carrots and squash.
The combination of the flavors was
truly unique and memorable.

I ordered the Tomato Bisque
soup, which was a little less

creamy than I prefer, but it had a
nice flavor.

For our sides, we ordered Mashed
Potatoes and the Lyonnaise
Fingerling Potatoes. I was pleas-
antly surprised by the fingerling
potatoes — long strips of potato
cooked long enough to be soft but
not yet crunchy, paired with
sautéed onions and spices.

For our dessert, we received
Apple Crisp Cheesecake with a
side of dark chocolate bark.

I loved the apple chunks in the
cheesecake, and the chocolate bark
was an extra treat that mellowed
out the sweetness of the cheese-
cake.

Ruth’s Chris Steak House is
open for dinner seven days a
week: Monday-Thursday 5 p.m.-
10, Friday-Saturday 4:30 p.m.-
10:30, and Sunday 4:30 p.m.-9.
The restaurant takes reservations
online and by telephone at 918-
995-8600.

Little Light House Nomlnated for Award

Chick-fil-A Foundation

Honors Organizations
That Inspire Youth

Arthur Greeno, owner and oper-
ator of two Tulsa Chick-fil-A
locations, recently nominated
Little Light House for The Chick-
fil-A Foundation’s 2017 True
Inspiration Awards.

The True Inspiration Awards
was created to honor the legacy
of Truett Cathy, founder of
Chick-fil-A, who dedicated his
life to inspiring and challenging
others, especially youth, to be
their best.

The True Inspiration Awards
recognizes community organiza-
tions whose work impacts the
lives of youth in the areas of inno-
vative education, youth entrepre-
neurship and leadership.

Greeno owns and operates the
Chick-fil-A locations at
Woodland Hills Mall and 11201
E. 71st St. He has also served as a

NEdBAﬁ &
Northeast Oklahoma
Beekeeping Association

2017 Big Bee Buzz
Beekeeping
Education Symposium

March 31  5:30 - 9:15 p.m.
April1e8a.m. -5 p.m.
@ Venue 68,

6910 S. 101 E. Ave.
Located in the North Side of the Building Just
South of Asbury United Methodist Church
On 68th Street & Mingo Rd.

Pre-registration at
www.neoba.org
is requested
Direct Questions to

info@neoba.org,
or call 918-274-3822

The Liltte: Lighthense.

Sevendy five thousand dollors ¥e—

&4 Chick-fil-A
undatior

f 74';‘1?4
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OFFISHUL
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LEEDERS
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COMMUNITY IMPACT: Arthur Greeno, owner and operator of two Tulsa
Chick-fil-A locations, recently nominated the Little Light House (LLH) for
The Chick-fil-A Foundation's 2017 True Inspiration Awards. Pictured with
Greeno are, from left, Sara Winders, LLH grant writer; Jean Winfrey, LLH
executive director; and Rachel Mouton, LLH director of development.

board member for the Little Light
House for more than five years.

“I am blessed to be able to serve
the Little Light House. My mis-
sion is to teach, inspire and
serve,” he says.

That mission also plays an inte-
gral role in Greeno’s business
model, he continues, that of

teaching his team and others
about how to honor their guests.
The Little Light House works to
improve the quality of life of chil-
dren with special needs from
birth to the age of six. The Little
Light House does not charge
tuition and all of its funding
comes from private sources.

Take HomeDinner Tonight
Freshly Cooked and
Ready to Serve!
Just Relax, Eat & Enjoy!
Fast, Fresh and Friendly Service
At a Price You Can Afford!
¢ Old Fashion * Family Packs
Hamburgers « Kids Meals
* Fries/Onion Rings « Ballgame Specials
* Daily/Weekly * Large and Small
Specials Catering
Follow us on Facebook for drawings

One Block
West of
Memorial

Mark &
Brandon
For your
Deal of
The Day

T S 2 ) i
BBQ Meats Pork Rlbs Grilled Burgers — Closed Sundays '

CALL 918-254-1515 FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION



www.neoba.org
mailto:info@neoba.org

April 2017

GREATER TULSA REPORTER NEWSPAPERS

Page 11

Welcoming Spring, Appreciating the Little T. hmgs

Every so often, especially the
older I get, I make a point to stop
and drink in the little pleasures

My morning walks into down-

town have equally dwindled |

away.

of daily life.

I was talking
with a friend
the other day
about the sad
truth that,
regardless of
what we have
or where we
live, we all
adapt and get

comfortable.
And, often-
times, stop

noticing what
is around us.

I remember
when 1 first

moved into
downtown
Tulsa how

excited I was

Out & About in
Greater Tulsa

So that is included
in my list of pleas-
ures in need of
revisiting.

With the re-emer-
gence of spring,
another practice to

be revived will be
welcoming the
dawn with a cup of
coffee on my patio.

I am anticipating
my first walk along

15th  Street on
opening day of the
Tulsa Farmers

Market on April 1
and a bright bou-
quet of flowers to
brighten my living
room.

Some of my other

to be able to

favorite places

walk from my By EMILY RAMSEY around town
home into Managing Editor include the glass
downtown for study cubes at
breakfast or to walk to Riverside Central Library overlooking
Drive and take a stroll along the downtown Tulsa, the Tulsa

Arkansas River. I drank up the
accessibility, the activity, the
architecture and the natural
beauty.

Now, almost five years later, I
am fortunate if I make it to the
River Parks trails twice a week.

Botanic Garden, the gardens at
Philbrook Museum of Art, and
an outdoor seat along Cherry
Street paired with a margarita.

The other day, I watched two
geese stop traffic along
Memorial Drive near 71st Street.

MORNING SUN: A4 sunrise in
Tulsa during the morning rush hour.

EMILY RAMSEY for GTR Newspapers

FARMERS MARKET SEASON: The Tulsa Farmers’ Market opens

for its season on April 1 along Cherry Street. Hours are 7 a.m.-11 every

Saturday through Oct. 21.

I did not hear one car horn; it
was simply a moment of humane,
yet not required, courtesy
extended to animals. That made
my day and reminded me to slow
down.

Even in our harried world, there
still exists time to stop for the lit-
tle creatures.

My discussion with Bill
Leighty, executive director of
Smart Growth Tulsa, (See article
at GTRNews.com or on the front
page of the Midtown Monitor.)
reminded me that while there is
much that we want Tulsa to
become in the years ahead, it is
equally important to enjoy Tulsa

for what it is right now, which is
pretty spectacular, especially
when we consider how far we’ve
come.

That same principle applies
regardless of where a person
lives. Because, ultimately, a
place doesn’t make us; we make
the place.

Tulsa Area Nonprofits Receive Grants from AEP

Six Tulsa nonprofit organizations
received grants totaling $230,000 in
February from the American Electric
Power Foundation to help address
education and human needs of area
residents. Public Service Company
of Oklahoma (PSO), an electric util-
ity subsidiary of American Electric
Power, helped secure the grants.

AEP Foundation grant recipients
are Teach for America, Inc.,
Philbrook  Museum of  Art,
Community Food Bank of Eastern
Oklahoma, Youth Services of Tulsa,
The Little Light House, Inc., and
Rebuilding Together Tulsa.

“On behalf of PSO and the AEP
Foundation, it’s our honor to support
these outstanding nonprofit organi-
zations and their missions to serve
the Tulsa area,” says John Harper,
PSO vice president for external
affairs. “The AEP Foundation and
PSO provide charitable donations to
address education and human servic-
es in Tulsa and all the communities
we serve to improve the quality of
life for our customers.”

The AEP Foundation grants will
support a specific program at each
recipient’s organization.

« Teach for America - $50,000 for
training and development of
corps members (over two years).

* Philbrook Museum - $25,000 for
the MyMuseum program for chil-
dren and youth access to art edu-
cation.

» Community Food Bank - $30,000
for the Food for Kids backpack
program.

* Youth Services - $50,000 for
homeless youth services (over
two years).

Honor your loved one’s

memory in a meaningful way.

Give a gift of Hope,

American

od» Cancer
Society®

1.800.ACS.2345

www.cancer.org

* The Little Light House -- $25,000
for equipment needs of phase two
of new building.

* Rebuilding Together Tulsa --
$50,000 for roof program for
low-income elderly (over two
years).

Representatives from the American
Electric Power Foundation visited
Philbrook recently to present a check
to Philbrook Director Scott Stulen
for $25,000 to support MyMuseum,
a program that offers free art sup-
plies to children ages 3-13.

Now in its ninth year, Philbrook
MyMuseum has served over 30,000
children, and this important funding
will enable the museum to continue
offering free kits to kids through
2018.

Every day, Philbrook eliminates
barriers for children and families

to engage with the arts. My
Museum is a free program
designed to engage children

through looking at art and art mak—

ing. Children ages 3-12 can receive
an art-making kit, shown in the
photo at right, and a new art-mak-
ing supply and art card each
month. The art-making supply
enables all children to practice and
play through art-making, thus exer-
cising their creativity skills. The art
card prompts children and care-
givers to find a work of art and dis-
cuss it using the prompts provided.
A parent or adult can look closely
with the child without any previous
art history knowledge. Since its
inception in 2008, Philbrook has
enrolled over 30,000 children in
the MyMuseum program.

An AEP spokeperson says, “We
believe that providing funding to
help make arts education more
accessible to all is important to our
children and youth, and helps
introduce them to creativity, beau-
ty and imagination, which is
important to critical thinking and
quality of life.”

@Bm:un

gastulsa.org
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SUPPORTING THE ARTS: AEP/PSO's Carole Huff Hicks recently pre-
sented Tulsa'’s Philbrook Museum of Art with a check for $$25,000 for the
MyMuseum program for children and youth access to art education. From
left are Meredith Miers, Philbrook grant writer; Diane Shen, Philbrook
director of development; Carole Huff Hicks, manager external affairs, The
AEP Foundation; and Scott Stulen, Philbrook director/president.

Family Stores and
Donation Centers

Clothing @ Household Items e Furniture
Collectables and Much, Much More

2 Great Locations to serve you
Tulsa — 11523 E. 31st st
B.A.— 4700 W. Kenosha (71st st)
Come Check out our
Great Everyday Prices
Sales go to help those in the Tulsa and
surrounding communities
To Donate, Call 918-583-6119,
or visit SATRUCK.ORG

GTR Newspapers: Oklahoma’s Largest Monthly News Group
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Hillcrest Receives Stroke Certification

Hospital One of Two in Northeast Oklahoma
Certified as Comprehensive Stroke Center

Hillcrest Medical Center recently

received certification as a
Comprehensive Stroke Center
from DNV GL Healthcare, a

national health care accreditation
organization that certifies hospi-
tals’ quality and patient safety pro-
tocols. The certification reflects
the highest level of competence for
treatment of serious stroke events.
Hillcrest Medical Center is one of
two hospitals in northeast
Oklahoma with Comprehensive
Stroke certification.
Comprehensive stroke centers are
typically the largest and best-
equipped hospitals in a given geo-
graphical area that can treat any
kind of stroke or stroke complica-
tion. Oklahoma Stroke &
Neurological Institute at Hillcrest
Medical Center offers a fully

In March, Taniesha Buffin,

equipped emergency department, a
dedicated neuro-intensive care unit
and an 18-bed stroke unit with a
specially trained, rapid response
team ready to provide expert care
for anyone who may be having a
stroke.  Additionally, Kaiser
Rehabilitation at Hillcrest Medical
Center offers inpatient and outpa-
tient rehabilitation services on the
Hillcrest campus.

“Hillcrest Medical Center’s certi-
fication as a Comprehensive
Stroke Center means that the same
level of stroke care provided at the
nation’s leading hospitals is avail-
able right here in Tulsa,” says
Andre Fredieu, M.D., medical
director of Oklahoma Stroke &
Neurological Institute at Hillcrest
Medical Center. “This is a valida-
tion of our commitment to excel-

abnormal  uterine  bleeding,

lence in treating patients that expe-
rience a stroke.”

When asked what patients should
understand about stroke care,
Fredieu said, “When it comes to a
stroke, time is brain health. You
must act fast in order to reverse the
symptoms and after effects of
stroke. It is also critical to seek
stroke care at a hospital with a
proven track record of excellence.”

The DNV GL Healthcare
Comprehensive Stroke Center
Certification is based on standards
set forth by the Brain Attack
Coalition and the American Stroke
Association and affirms that the
medical center addresses the full
spectrum of stroke care - diagno-
sis, treatment, rehabilitation and
education - and establishes clear
metrics to evaluate outcomes.
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GOING BALD FOR CANCER

GTR Newspapers Photo
FUNDING RESEARCH: Chelsey Beathard, a second-year student
at Oklahoma State University s College of Medicine, prepares to have
her head shaved by Ashton Alagdon, of Epic Salon in Broken Arrow,
as part of a St. Baldrick'’s Foundation head-shaving event, hosted by
OSU-COM, to raise money for lifesaving childhood cancer research.

“Achieving certification shows
commitment to excellence,” says
Patrick Horine, CEO of DNV GL

Healthcare. “And it helps demon-
strate to your community that you
are performing at the highest level.”

Broken Arrow, Jenks Utica Park Clinics Announce Doctors

M.D. OB/GYN joined the team at
Utica Park Clinic Broken Arrow.
Buffin is board certified in
Obstetrics & Gynecology and has
been practicing since 2010. She is
particularly skilled in the areas of

tHargrove - Marker

Funeral & Cremation Service

815 W. Main * Jenks, OK 74037

918-938-0121

www. hargrovemarkerfuneral.com
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LUTION TO BETTER HEARING

1831 E 7 1st Street
Tulsa

menopause, and contraception
management and is fluent in both
English and Spanish.

Prior to joining Utica Park Clinic,
Buffin practiced at INTEGRIS
Health in Oklahoma City and
EASTAR Health System in
Muskogee.

Buffin earned her undergraduate
degree at Xavier University of
Louisiana in New Orleans and
received her medical degree from
the Louisiana State University
Health Sciences School of Medicine
in New Orleans. She completed her
OB/GYN residency at the
University of Texas Health Science
Center in San Antonio in 2010.

For more information or to
schedule an appointment, call 918-
394-2229.

Utica Park Clinic Jenks, 701 E.
Main St., recently announced that
it is now offering OB/GYN spe-
cialty services delivered by Paul
Whitham, D.O., and April
Zumwalt, APRN-CNP. Along
with comprehensive pregnancy
and childbirth services, Whitham
and Zumwalt offer care regarding
breast exams, infertility,
menopause and other women’s
health issues.

Whitham is board certified in
Obstetrics & Gynecology and is a
fellow of the American College of
Osteopathic ~ Obstetricians &

B.A. OB/GYN SPECIALTY:
Taniesha Buffin, M.D., has joined
the OB/GYN team at Utica Park
Clinic Broken Arrow. She is board

certified in  Obstetrics &
Gynecology, has been practicing
since 2010 and is fluent in both
English and Spanish.

JENKS SERVICES: Paul Whitham, D.O., and April Zumwalt, APRN-
CNE have begun offering OB/GYN specialty services at Utica Park
Clinic Jenks, 701 E. Main St. Along with comprehensive pregnancy and
childbirth services, Whitham and Zumwalt offer care regarding breast
exams, infertility, menopause and other women's health issues.

Gynecologists. He received his
bachelor’s degree from the
University of Wisconsin-Madison,
obtained his doctor of osteopathic
medicine degree from the Chicago
College of Osteopathic Medicine,
and completed his residency in
Obstetrics and Gynecology at
Ingham Regional Medical
Center/Michigan State University
in Lansing, Michigan.

Zumwalt has been a health care
professional since 2006 and a

Women’s Health Nurse
Practitioner since 2009.
Zumwalt’s specialties include

Nexplanon birth control insertion
and removals, intrauterine device
(IUD) insertion and removals, and
routine prenatal care and well-
woman exams. She holds a bache-
lor’s degree in nursing from the

FREE Information Kit
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Physicians Mutual Insurance Company

A less expensive way to help get
the dental care you deserve

v If you’re over 50, you can get coverage for about $1 a day*
v Keep your own dentist! NO networks to worry about

¥/ No wait for preventive care and no deductibles —
you could get a checkup tomorrow

v Coverage for over 350 procedures - including cleanings,
exams, fillings, crowns...even dentures

v NO annual or lifetime cap on the cash benefits you can receive

1-877-308-2834
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Portable Oxygen For The Way
You Want to Live

The ALL-NEW
INOGENONE®™

The Inogen One G4 delivers

the independence of a portable
oxygen concentrator in one of
the smallest, lightest, and quietest
packages available to the oxygen
user today.

With the Inogen One you can
jump in the car to run errands,
take a weekend trip to see
family, or even take it on
vacation!

The Inogen One G4 is ane solution
for oxygen at home, away,

and for travel, 24/7.

It's oxygen therapy on your
terms.

Weight - only 2.8/bs!

TRY RISK FREE FOR 30 DAYS!

University of Oklahoma and her
master’s of science degree in nurs-
ing from the University of
Cincinnati.

For more information or to
schedule an appointment, call 918-
392-0175.

Utica Park Clinic (UPC) is one of
the largest physician groups in
Oklahoma. UPC offers over 200
primary and specialty care
providers who practice in over 50
clinics throughout northeastern

Oklahoma.
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-Weekly - Free estimates
- Bi-Weekly - Deep Clean
-Monthly - Move infout

Don't Wait Call Today

Jamie Billings
918.409.1680

Chrystle Stamps
918.361.3476

crystalcdeantul@gmail.com

CALL 918-254-1515 FOR ADVERT

ING INFORMATION



www.hargrovemarkerfuneral.com
www.dental50plus.com/cadnet
mailto:crystalcleantul@gmail.com

April 2017 GREATER TULSA REPORTER NEWSPAPERS

%ﬁ Alexander Burn Center

@HILLCREST

Stephanie
& Seth

< ®

and syl mates,

As children, Stephanie and Seth were both severely burned in separate
accidents. Brought to the Alexander Burn Center at Hillcrest Medical
Center a month apart, they likely passed each other in the hallway as
patients. However, it wasn’t until later when they began attending a local
camp for burn survivors that they finally met. Today, as they plan their
wedding, the unique bond they share is unmistakable. Stephanie and
Seth are grateful for the compassionate and knowledgeable caregivers
at Hillcrest who saved their lives, and also the life of their best friend,
soul mate and love.

To learn more about Stephanie and Seth’s life-changing experience at the
Alexander Burn Center at Hillcrest Medical Center, visit Hillcrest.com.

Hillcrest.com | 918.585.8000

n “Like™ us on Facebook.

@HILLCREST

GTR Newspapers: Oklahoma’s Largest Monthly News Group
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TCC to Offer Drone ralnmg Course in Aprll

With the growing popularity of
unmanned aircraft systems (UAS),
commonly known as drones, Tulsa
Community College is offering a
pilot training program. This course
provides an in-depth understanding
of the complexity and evolving
Federal Aviation Administration Part
107 rules and regulations for small
UAS operators as well as hands-on
flight training.

The non-credit course is for com-
mercial application and designed
to help companies and individuals
learn how to fly UAS, understand
the regulations for operating with-
in the National Airspace System
(NAS), and prepare for the Remote
Pilot Airman Certificate aeronauti-
cal knowledge test. Currently, the
Federal Aviation Administration
requires commercial operators of a
UAS to have a remote pilot airman
certificate with a small UAS rating
or be under the direct supervision
of a person who holds such a cer-
tificate.

The coursework and formalized

hands-on flight training for operators
will be provided by an instructor with
the TCC Aviation Sciences
Technology program who has a
remote pilot airman certificate and is
a FAA licensed pilot and certified
flight instructor. As part of the course
fees, the students will keep the DJI
Phantom 3 Standard that they work
with during the preparation course.

Commercial applications can
include services for photography, real
estate, oil and gas, media outlets, sur-
veying, agriculture, sports, cine-
matography, and law enforcement.

Class size is limited because of the
hands-on nature of the course and
will take place at the TCC Riverside
Community Campus and Aviation
Center located at the R.L. Jones, Jr.
Riverside Airport.

The first UAS pilot training class is

set for April 25th, 26th and 27th from = - : : -
FLIGHT TRAINING: Tulsa Community College will offer a non-credit pilot training program dealing with

6:00p.m. - 9:20p.m. The cost is $995.
Register at cewfd.tulsacc.edu/uas-
drone-program or contact the TCC
Aviation Center at 918-595-3717 for
more information.

TTCU DONATES TO NSU
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SCHOOL PRIDE PROGRAM:

Glenn, left, and NSU President Steve Turner accept a 36,000 dona-
tion from TTCU Relationship Management Manager Georgia Steele.
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Courtesy photo

NSU Foundation Director Peggy

Northeastern State University
recently received a $6,000
donation from TTCU The Credit
Union as part of TTCU’ School
Pride Visa Check Card program for
area schools.

Through the School Pride pro-
gram, which supports more than 50
area schools, NSU gets a donation
each time a purchase is made using
an NSU-branded card.

“At TTCU, we work and live right
alongside our members, so it’s truly
important to us to give back local-
ly,” says Donita Quesnel, vice pres-
ident of marketing for TTCU. “And

what better way to do that than to
support our schools, which are the
heart of our communities.”

NSU Foundation Director Peggy
Glenn says funds from this pro-
gram have previously been used to
support the NSU faculty Circle of
Excellence awards, which are cash
awards for faculty excelling in
research, teaching and service.

“The NSU Foundation greatly
appreciates support from commu-
nity organizations such as TTCU,
especially when those funds can be
used to support NSU’ greatest
needs,” Glenn says.

Courtesy TCC ]

unmanned aircraft systems (UAS), or drones, April 25-27 at the TCC Riverside Community Campus and Aviation
Center, at lefi, located at the R.L. Jones, Jr. Riverside Airport. The course is for commercial application and designed
to help companies and individuals learn how to fly UAS, understand the regulations for operating within the
National Airspace System (NAS), and prepare for the Remote Pilot Airman Certificate aeronautical knowledge test.
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Student’s Story Pays
Tribute to OSU Tragedy

Broken Arrow High School
graduate Stetson Payne won
fifth place in the college feature
writing category of the 57th
annual  William  Randolph
Hearst Foundation’s Journalism
Awards Program, in which 141
entries were received from 74
schools.

Payne will be awarded a
$1,000 scholarship.

His story, “The Last Smile:
Remembering Nash Lucas,” is
about the youngest victim of
last year’s Oklahoma State
University’s homecoming
parade tragedy.

Payne is currently a junior at
OSU, pursuing a degree in mul-
timedia journalism.

He has worked as a staff
writer, news editor, investiga-
tive reporter, and managing edi-
tor for the O’Colly, and served
full-time internships with the
Pryor Daily Times and
Stillwater News Press. He was
one of two journalism students
selected in 2016 to travel to
New York City for a one-week
internship with the New York
Times and will serve as a gener-
al news intern this summer at
the Tulsa World.

Courtesy photo

JOURNALISTIC AMBITIONS:
Stetson Payne, a Broken Arrow High
School  graduate and current
Oklahoma State junior, recently won
fifth place for his feature story, “The
Last Smile: Remembering Nash
Lucas,” in the 57th annual William
Randolph  Hearst Foundation's
Journalism Awards Program.

PSO Supports Area Robotics Programs

Public Service Company of
Oklahoma (PSO), an operating
unit of American Electric Power,
is awarding robotics team grants
totaling $26,000 to schools in its
service areas across the state. Of
that total, $13,500 has been
awarded to Tulsa-area schools.

The AEP FIRST (For
Inspiration and Recognition of
Science and Technology) robotics
grants initiative is one of several

NORTHERN
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companywide programs to sup-
port pre-kindergarten through
grade 12 student education with
an emphasis on STEM: Science,

Technology, Engineering and
Math.
FIRST is a multi-national

robotics competition that teams
professionals and students to
solve an engineering problem in
an intense and competitive way.
The brainchild of Dean Kamen,

www.noc.edu

§f and consider

entrepreneur and inventor of the
Segway gyroscopic personal
electric scooter, FIRST competi-
tions are high-tech spectator
sporting events demonstrating
participants’ success in brain-
storming, teamwork and meeting
deadlines.

“PSO is aware of the critical
need for strong STEM education
and is proud to have our parent
company’s support in providing
funding for our area schools and

robotics teams,” says PSO’s
Carole Huff Hicks, manager,
external affairs, Tulsa/Tulsa

Metro. “We are hopeful that stu-
dents will continue their post-
secondary studies in these fields
career options
which require this knowledge.”
Tulsa metro area FIRST robot-
ics teams grant recipients for

y' ' 2016 include:

Three locations. ONE FOCUS. Llfe changmg

NOC Tonkawa
recruiterl@noc.edu
580.628.6200

NOC Enid
recruiter2@noc.edu
580.242.6300

NOC Stillwater
gateway@noc.edu
405.744.2246

* Memorial High School (Tulsa
Public Schools)
* Central High Magnet School

for Fine and Performing Arts
(Tulsa Public Schools)

¢ Jenks High School
* Bixby High School
* Broken Arrow High School

* Union High School and 8th
Grade Center

* Boevers Elementary School
(Union Public Schools)

More information on FIRST
robotics programs can be found
at www.usfirst.org. Information
on how to apply for a FIRST
robotics grant can be found
online at www.aep.com/go/aep-
firstgrant.

CALL 918-254-1515 FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION
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Tulsa Tech Helps to Break Cycle of Incarceration

Recently, Tulsa Tech provided developed for the Tulsa Reentry
training to students from the Tulsa One-Stop, lasted 10 weeks, with

Reentry One-Stop, whose mis-

selected candidates attendmg four

sion is breaking days a week.
the cycle of Course curricu-
incarceration News from lum included shop
by assisting math, weld sym-
men and TUIsa TeCh bols,  blueprint
women return- ; reading, safety,

ing to the work-
place and the
community.
This effort
includes pro-
viding develop-
ment of career
pathways in
high-demand
occupations,
services  that
enable partici-
pants to
advance toward
employment,
and support

By DR. STEVE TIGER
Superintendent

ergonomics,
welding, and weld
repair.  Several
students have
described the
coursework  as
similar to drink-
ing from a fire
hose, but
Shannon’s unique
projects, industry
knowledge, and
unlimited support
are always avail-
able to help them
to succeed.

services  that
help facilitate successful reinte-
gration into society.

Training programs have been
developed and conducted in CNC
machining, welding, core con-
struction, forklift operation, certi-
fied production technician, food
service management and hospi-
tality.

According to Matthew Shannon,
welding instructor at Tulsa Tech,
his students continue to be a great
example of the program’s success.

“Many of the students are
unable to read a tape measure at
the beginning,” Shannon says.
“After students complete the
course, they currently have a 90
percent success rate for achieving
American ~ Welding  Society
(AWS) certification and 100 per-
cent for students passing the visu-
al welding test.”

The Tulsa Tech welding program,

TRAIN FOR A

Deken Oldham,
a student from Shawnee, feels
privileged to have spent time in
Shannon’s classroom.

“When it comes to our instruc-
tor (Shannon), I don’t know
where to begin,” Oldham says.
“He is amazing, both compas-
sionate and passionate. I feel very
fortunate to have been one of his
students.”

Shannon’s latest project, the
“Chevellephant,” utilized welding
techniques to produce an artistic
rendering of a life-size elephant.
The students used math to scale
down the dimensions of an ele-
phant, which included calculating
circumference, diameter, height
and length, all from photos. A
fabrication drawing was then cre-
ated, followed by the process of
laying out the footprint and con-
structing the base, a critical step
for such a large sculpture.

CAREER IN WELDING

\‘

At Tulsa Tech, we help students get
on the path to a successful career.

Prepare for your future and learn the skills to achieve your
goals. Apply online at tulsatech.edu/apply or for more

information, call (918) 828-5000.

Over 90 Career Majors
No Tuition for H.S. Students

Broken Arrow Campus
4000 W. Florence St.

Lemley Memorial Campus
3420 S. Memorial Dr.

Owasso Campus
10800 N. 140 E. Ave.

Peoria Campus
3850 N. Peoria Ave.

Riverside Campus
801 E. 91st St.

Sand Springs Campus
924 E. Charles Page Blvd.

ﬁTuIsa'léch

State-of-the-Art Classes & Labs
Affordable Tuition for Adults

(918) 828-5000
info@tulsatech.edu

MAKE YOUR OWN PATH
00000

Welding student Shawn
Shinskie had never been in a shop
before attending the program but
now finds that it is one of her
favorite places to be.

“The program has exceeded all
of my expectations,” says
Shinskie. “The combination of
getting to learn welding while
creating art has been fantastic. I
really enjoy working in the shop.”

The “Chevellephant” project
was named in part after some of
the materials students used to con-
struct the large pachyderm: parts
such as car fenders, square tubing,
discarded shelves, along with a
few pieces of scrap sheet material.

Oldham believes his instructor’s
artistic projects and his ability to
motivate individuals and assist
them in gaining confidence are
what make their classroom envi-
ronment so unique.

“This elephant project is a great
example,” Oldham says. “When
(Shannon) first explained it to us,
everyone was kind of like,
‘what?’ But the next thing you
know, he turns on the motivation,
followed by his expectation, and
before you know it, we are the
team that just completed a huge,
fantastic project.”

Like all Tulsa Tech students, the
Tulsa Reentry One-Stop participants
have made their own path toward a
rewarding career opportunity, with
each student learning a skill they
enjoy, a successful path that will
serve them and our community.

If you are currently looking for
exciting classes for high school
and adult students, quality cus-
tomized corporate training, or
determined to begin a new career,
Tulsa Tech invites you to wvisit
today. For more information,
please call 918-828-5000 or visit
us online at tulsatech.edu.

C ourtes Tulsa Tech

WELDING TECHNIQUES From left Tulsa Tech weldzng instructor
Matthew Shannon stands with welding students Shawn Shinskie, Brett
Huskins, Stephen Grey, Deken Oldham and Jeff Poston, who used weld-
ing techniques to fabricate their “Chevellephant.”

Providing peace of mind for families since 1954.
Miss Helen's Private School
4849 South Mingo = Tulsa, Oklahoma 74146
918.622.2327 = www.misshelens.com
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2017 ICONS

FOR OSUIN TULSA

The 2017 Icons for Oklahoma State University in Tulsa have
devoted themselves to serving their neighbors. Through
their tireless support of education, health care and
community programs, they have made a lasting impact on
OSU, the state of Oklahoma and the nation. The 2017 Icons

for OSU in Tulsa will be honored at A Stately Affair in
Tul/sa on May 1.

Proceeds from the black-tie event will support student

scholarships at OSU-Tulsa and OSU Center for Health Sciences.
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BOOKER T. WASHINGTON TO HoLD HALL OF FAME INDUCTION

THADDEUS STRASSBERGER

v
ART WILLIAMS SR.

DEMARCO MORGAN

FELIX JONES II

DALE HOGG
n April, five Booker T.
Washington alumni will be
inducted into the Booker T.

Washington High School Hall of
Fame: a community organizer, a
former NFL running back, a
nationally-known broadcaster, an
internationally-renowned opera
director and a longtime educator.

Inductees will be honored both
on April 6 during a dinner to be
held at Booker T. Washington High
School at 6:30 p.m. and at a formal
ceremony at 9 a.m. on April 7.

A 1960 graduate, Dale Hogg
served as the executive director of
the Urban League of Tulsa from
1969-1972. Under his leadership,
the Urban League helped get the
City of Tulsa to enact anti-discrim-
ination housing ordinances. The
organization also played a key role
in the integration of Tulsa Public

Schools through peaceful protests
against forced busing. Tulsa’s first
black television broadcaster and
the first black member of the
University of Tulsa board of
trustees, Hogg has since gone on to
hold leadership positions with The
Williams Companies, Coca-Cola,
Time Warner and Iridium LLC.

Known internationally for his
stage design and directing abilities,
1994 graduate Thaddeus
Strassberger’s credits include
“Hamlet” with the Washington
National Opera, the world premiere
of “JFK” for the Fort Worth Opera
and I’Opera de Montreal and “Le
Nozze de Figaro” with The
Norwegian National Opera. The
2005 European Opera Prize win-
ner, Strassberger’s collaborations
include with Placido Domingo and
Sir Antonio Pappano.

A 1933 graduate, posthumous
inductee Art Williams Sr., was
Booker T. Washington High
School’s football and basketball
coach in the 1950s and 1960s. The
first African-American to receive a
graduate degree from the
University of Tulsa, Williams
launched the athletic program at
Carver Junior High School. At the
time of his death in 1978, Williams
was an assistant superintendent for
Tulsa Public Schools. A two-time
state Golden Gloves boxing cham-
pion, he has been posthumously
inducted into the TPS Athletics
Hall of Fame and the Oklahoma
Officials Hall of Fame.

A 1997 graduate, Demarco
Morgan joined CBS News as a
New York-based correspondent in
2015 after stints with MSNBC and
network affiliates in Atlanta,

AD ACROSS AMERICA AT WRIGHT
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LOVE OF BOOKS:
Decker, right, Tulsa Public Schools
board member, reads to a first
grade class at Wright Elementary
in celebration of Read Across
America on March 2. Also pictured
is TPS interpreter Simuka Ditmar.

COMMUNITY ACTIVITY: For Read Across America on March 2,

community leaders, including Mayor G.T. Bynum, City Councilor Ben
Kimbro and Tulsa Fire Chief Ray Driskell, visited Wright Elementary to
talk with students and read aloud their favorite books in celebration of
the birthday of children's author Theodore Seuss Geisel, better known as
Dr. Seuss. Pictured is Cindy Decker, Tulsa Public Schools board mem-

ber, with a Wright first grade class.

Students Win All-State Awards

Five Tulsa Public Schools stu-
dents have been awarded 2017
Academic All-State Awards from
the Oklahoma Foundation for
Excellence: Rachel Ijams, Yash
Kumar, and Pierce Pettit from
Booker T. Washington High
School; Y Quan from Edison
High School; and Edward
McCabe from Memorial High
School.

The 100 winning students are
top public high school seniors and
were selected from 551 nomina-
tions statewide.

Each of this year’s All-Staters
will receive a $1,000 merit-based
scholarship and a medallion. The

All-Staters will be recognized at
the foundation’s 31st annual
Academic Awards Banquet on
May 20, at the Renaissance Tulsa
Convention Center.

Since the award program’s
inception in 1987, some 3,100
high school seniors from 320
school districts have been named
All-State scholars.

To be nominated for Academic
All-State, students must meet one
of the following criteria: an
American College Test (ACT)
composite score of at least 30; a
combined SAT evidence-based
reading & writing and math score
of at least 1340; or be selected as

a semi-finalist for a National
Merit, National Achievement or
National Hispanic Scholarship.

This year’s All-Staters scored an
average of 33.6 on the ACT, with
9 recipients scoring a perfect 36.
In addition, 39 of this year’s All-
Staters are National Merit semifi-
nalists, while three are National
Hispanic Scholars.

Academic All-Staters are nomi-
nated by their principals or super-
intendents and are selected on the
basis of academic achievement,
extracurricular activities and
community involvement, as well
as an essay submitted by each
nominee.

Miami, Milwaukee, New York, and
Jackson, Mississippi. In the 18
months since, his on-air assign-
ments have included the arrest of
pharmaceutical executive Martin
Shkreli, the impact of opioid abuse
and a Cleveland grand jury’s deci-
sion not to indict two police offi-
cers for killing 14-year-old Tamir
Rice.

Selected by the Dallas Cowboys
in the first round of the 2008 NFL
Draft, 2005 graduate Felix Jones
II established a free ACT training
program at the North Mabee Boys
and Girls Club. Additionally, the
former first team All-American
has partnered with other Hornet
football alumni over the last eight
years to offer a free “Life Skills
and Drills” camp for Tulsa-area
middle school and high school stu-
dents.

“We want to recognize these
five members of the Booker T.
Washington family who have left
an indelible mark on the commu-
nity,” Hall of Fame Foundation
chairwoman  LaVerne  Ford
Wimberly, Ed.D., says. “Their
efforts truly exemplify the ideals
of both the school and its name-
sake.”

The Booker T. Washington Hall
of Fame Foundation is a 501(c)3
nonprofit organization dedicated
to honoring the legacy of Booker T.
Washington High School.

Tickets cost $25 with proceeds
going to the Booker T. Washington
Hall of Fame Foundation’s scholar-
ship fund, which provides financial
aid for up to four years to graduat-
ing seniors and recent graduates.

To purchase tickets, call 918-749-
0009.

FUTURE CHEFS CHALLENGE

L 2

HEALTHY AND CREATIVE COOKING: McClure Elementary
third grader Avery Cooley was one of 10 TPS elementary students to
participate in the 2017 “Sodexo Future Chefs Challenge.” She is
standing with Ruth Worrell from McClure Elementary Café. The stu-
dents were selected from a group of 126 elementary students who
submitted healthy comfort food recipes.

On March 8, 10 elementary
school students from Tulsa
Public Schools used their cre-
ativity and culinary skills to
make healthy comfort food
recipes in the 2017 “Sodexo
Future Chefs Challenge,” held at
Memorial Junior High School,
7502 E. 57th St.

The Sodexo Future Chefs
Challenge was created seven
years ago to get students think-
ing about making healthy food
choices while also encouraging
them to be active and creative in
the kitchen. The 10 students who
competed were selected out of a
group of 126 elementary stu-
dents who submitted healthy
comfort food recipes.

The finalists were assessed on
criteria including originality,
taste, ease of presentation, kid-

friendliness, and the use of
healthy ingredients. The panel of
judges included Tulsa City
Councilor Anna  America,
Lucky’s Chef Michael Cook,
Tulsa Public Schools Board
Member Ruth Ann Fate, Tulsa
Public  Schools Chief of
Information and Operations
Blaine Young, and Hale High
School culinary students Cierra
Dennis and Kiara Madden.

The winning recipe was
“Yummy Comfy Cakes,” created
by Kamryn Jackson, a fifth-
grade student from Lee
Elementary. Jackson will go on
to compete as a regional finalist.
The selected regional finalists
will vie to become one of five
national finalists competing for
the public’s vote on
SodexoUSA.com.

CALL 918-254-1515 FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION
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Edison’s Jer

By MIKE MOGUIN
Sports Writer

Jerome Townsell, a 182-pound
junior wrestler at Edison, earned
his second straight state champi-
onship in February. He accom-
plished the feat when he earned an
8-1 decision against Caleb
McClaurin of Shawnee, taking
home the gold from his weight
class in Class 5A at the state tour-
nament in Oklahoma City.

It was another memorable
moment in this Eagle’s wrestling
career. But this one was more spe-
cial. Townsell endured a season of
adversity. He suffered the loss of a
family member, went through a
period of having the flu, followed
by an elbow injury that he incurred
in the state semifinals.

His great aunt, Donna Johnson,
passed away in December.

“(Winning state) was very mean-
ingful because she was a big sup-
porter of mine,” Townsell says.
“She wasn’t there for it (to see him
win state), but my uncle was, and
we thought, “We got to get this next
one for her.””

As the season went on, more
hardships came for him to over-
come.

Townsell became sick with the
flu around Christmastime. He had
caught on to a bug that had strick-
en the team for awhile, his coach,
Jim Harper says.

“We went through a phase where
our entire team was sick with the
flu a little bit,” Harper says.

Through the hardships, Townsell
kept winning.

He had a record of 34-1 on the
season. His only loss came to Alex
Kauffman of Vinita in the Catoosa

£t

GOOD MOVE: Edison wrestler Jerome Townsell gets Shawnee’s Caleb

MIDTOWN SPORTS
ome Townsell a Two-Time Champ
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McClaurin on his back in their Class 54 182-pound championship
match in February in Oklahoma City. Townsell won the match, 8-1.

STATE CHAMP: Edison s Jerome Townsell has his arm raised as the
state champion.

Tournament in  mid-January.
Kauffman went on to win state at
182 in Class 3A.

“Once he experienced that loss, it
catapulted him for the rest of the
season. It didn’t happen again,”
Harper says.

Townsell’s career record is 110-
10. He enforced 25 pins this year.

Next came the elbow hyperexten-
sion at the state tournament.

“He overcame a lot of obstacles
just to get to the point of where he
was,” Harper says. “At the state
tournament, we had seen the matu-
ration of it, because he won by
combined scores of 37-1 in his
matches.”

The lone point against him came
in the final. He won his first-round
and semifinal matches, respective-
ly by scores of 14-0 and 15-0.

BRING YOUR AMBITION. -Jic

“That’s not done that often. He
was that dominant,” Harper says.

The hyperextension of his elbow
was in the state semifinal. Despite
that, he still won the match by 15
points, getting awarded a technical
fall at 4:32 into the match.

“He had a pretty good lead,”
Harper says. “It was 8-0 or 9-0
when he came down on it wrong,
and he was able to finish it out,
really, without calling a timeout. It
was after the match that pain start-
ed setting in.”

Townsell had ice applied to his
elbow. A trainer was also there to
look at it and taped him up at the
final the next night. All that
became more challenging for him,
but he did come back to win when
he needed to most.

“At the final, he was basically

wrestling with one arm,” Harper
says.

“My arm was taped up so much
that I couldn’t get it past my nor-
mal point,” Townsell says. “It felt
pretty snug, which was good. But
in the second period, it started hurt-
ing. I went out of bounds, but right
after that, we kept going. As long
as I was moving, it wasn’t that
bad.”

Once the match was over and he
tasted the victory, the moment was
special.

“It felt really good,” Townsell
says. “I got to say my first time, it
was really exciting to have every-
body there. But this one did mean
a little bit more to me because it
was all for my aunt. I still had most
people come over to watch. It was
really nice, because when I looked

up at my family, it was really great
because they knew what it was
for.”

Now he faces an offseason to
rehab the injury, preparing for his
senior year.

Freestyle is in the plans for
Townsell’s offseason. He also plays
football for Edison and will be
involved there.

“He’ll be ready,” Harper says.

The Eagles also had another plac-
er in Eric Hussaini, who took
fourth at 106 pounds. Hussaini
became the first freshman in
Edison wrestling history to place at
state. It was also Edison’s third
consecutive year to place in the top
10 (Eagles took 10th with 31.5
points), as well as having a fresh-
man to qualify for state. Hussaini
came to Edison from Blue-T.
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Success Parallels Union’s Rudy Grc1

By TERRELL LESTER
Editor at Large

Back in 1995, Rudy Garcia
found himself at a crossroads.

He was facing a decision that
would define his career.

Would he coach basketball?
Would he coach baseball?

The athletics director at Union
High School, Benny Dixon, left the
resolution in Garcia’s hands.

Either sport, either direction
Garcia chose, would be fine with
Dixon. He had faith that the 34-
year-old assistant on the Union
staff would make an informed
decision that would benefit all
sides.

Garcia had a deeper background
in baseball. He had played colle-
giately. He had served as an assis-
tant under the retiring Larry
Arrowood.

Although he had played basket-
ball in high school, Garcia’s
resume was pretty much limited to
junior-high work and a one-year
turn as girls varsity assistant to
Edie Allen.

To the surprise of some, to the
chagrin of others, Garcia elected to
become the boys head basketball
coach at Union.

Dixon was pleased. It had been
his hope that Garcia would go with
basketball.

“Sometimes you need a change
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in what you’re doing,” Garcia
said recently, explaining his deci-
sion to reject baseball, a sport in
which he had starred in junior
college and at the University of
Arkansas.

“The aspect of basketball, the
strategy, the speed of the game,
was a big lure,” he said.

He paused for a moment.
Smiled. Then added: “It’s worked
out pretty good for me.”

Indeed.

In March, Garcia wrapped up his
22nd season as Union’s head
coach. Along the way, he has guid-
ed the Union program to three
Class 6A state championships
while amassing 469 victories.

“When I got the job, a lot of peo-
ple were kind of questioning
Benny’s hire, being a baseball
guy,” Garcia said. “Some parents
were concerned whether I was the
right guy.”

Dixon, who has long since
retired, had no such concerns over
his selection of Garcia.

“I had a lot of big-time, champi-
onship coaches apply,” he said. “I
knew I wanted Rudy.

“Of all the coaches in our sys-
tem, from eighth grade to varsity,
he was the only one who knew how
to coach man-to-man defense.
Everybody in the system ran
zone.”

Dixon’s affection for man
defense was natural. He had played
basketball for his father, Truman,
who had a Hall of Fame career at
Checotah while emphasizing man-
to-man defense.

“Rudy knows how to coach
defense, and that’s what I wanted,”
Dixon said.

Garcia has proven Dixon to be a
blue-ribbon judge of coaching tal-
ent.

“I owe a lot to him for trusting
me, for believing in me,” Garcia
said. “Benny’s always been in my
corner.”

It is a corner illuminated by the
glow of success.

Garcia’s 2016-17 team complet-
ed the regular season with the third
unbeaten record of his tenure,
before losing in the state semifi-
nals. In addition to the state titles

(2004, 2002, 2014), he also has |

three runner-up finishes (1998,
2002. 2006).

Union never has fallen below
.500 under Garcia. His winning
percentage of .792 reflects a won-
loss record of 469-123. Only three
times has Union failed to reach the
state tournament.

Under Garcia’s guiding hand, the
basketball program has attained
equal footing, in terms of respect
and recognition, with Union’s foot-
ball team.

During the Redskins® most
recent run (24-1), they won the
Tournament of Champions for the
fourth time, remained at No. 1 in
the Oklahoma coaches poll every
week after the Christmas break and
reached No. 16 in USA Today’s
national rankings.

“The perception of Union just
being a football school has
changed,” Garcia said. “The kids in
the community, in our school dis-
trict, recognize that and want to be
a part of it, where, before (he
arrived), it might have been that
basketball was there, but it wasn’t
that serious.”

With a high school enrollment of

CELEBRATION: Union Head Basketball Coach Rudy Garcia and his
team celebrate one of his team s three state championships. He has guid-
ed the Union program to three Class 6A4 state championships while

amassing 469 victories.

4,690 for the 2016-17 school year
that places Union No. 2 in the
state, Garcia has seen a rise in the
number of athletes who seek to
specialize in basketball, forsaking
other sports.

As an athlete who participated in
football, basketball and baseball at
Liberty High School, in southern
Tulsa County, Garcia sees advan-
tages for athletes who move from
sport to sport, depending on the
season.

“We encourage them if they have
the ability to play another sport,”
he said. “I think it helps the kids
just being in a competitive situa-
tion throughout the year.

“As far as our basketball philos-
ophy, we support those kids if they

want to go to another sport,” he
said.

Garcia acknowledged that he
did not have a particularly favorite
sport, or one that he specialized
in, while at Liberty. Baseball,
though, offered more opportuni-
ties to compete, adding summer
games in Jenks to his school’s
spring schedule.

Upon graduation in 1979, he
followed baseball to Allen County
(Kansas) Community College. As
a pitcher, he compiled a two-year
record of 18-1, earning him a
scholarship to Arkansas and a
2016 induction into the junior col-
lege’s Hall of Fame.

It was at Arkansas, under the

(Continued on page 19)
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NCAA IST AND ZND ROUND ACTION IN TULSA REVISITED

RIGHT AT HOME Kansas Head Coach Bill Self congratulates his
star senior guard Frank Mason for helping the Jayhawks advance to the

Sweet 16. Self, who played for OSU, was right at home in Tulsa as he

coached at ORU and Tulsa.

GREAT DEFENSE: Baylors Johnathan Motley makes it lmposstble

HARRY LENTZ for GTR Newspapers

for USC's De’Anthony Melton to score in the Bears win over the Trojans.

(Continued from page 18)
watchful eye of head coach
Norm DeBriyn, that Garcia
mapped out career plans that
would lead to coaching.

Shoulder injuries and three
operations curtailed his playing
days while he was putting up a 9-
1 record. He stayed with DeBriyn
after his eligibility expired, serv-
ing as a graduate assistant in 1985
when Arkansas qualified for the
College World Series.

“There are some things that I
took from him that I still use,”
Garcia said.

Perhaps most notable is
DeBriyn’s emphasis on academ-
ics.

| Are You in Need
Of a New Roof?
= Call Scoggins Roofing for
= Roof Installation or Repairs that will lost.

“He would say, ‘If you’re going
to class, and you’re taking care of
business there, then I know you’re
doing all the little things that,
when it’s time to start crossing
those lines (onto the field), I know
I can count on you.’

“That’s one thing that’s always
stuck with me that I still use
today,” Garcia said.

He stresses the classroom work.
The everyday discipline.

“It helps with their work ethic,”
he said. “They’re going to make
sure they’re doing the right thing.
They’re going to be respectful to
their teachers.

“And then once it’s time to
play, you can count on them,” he
said.

Through the years, the Union
school district has counted on
Garcia to oversee an efficient,

| successful, top-level program.

He has not wavered. He has

spent exactly half his life at
y Union, working at a series of

assistant-level positions for six
years before Dixon elevated him
in 1995.

His wife, Tammy, is a Union

1 counselor and a Union graduate.

Their two daughters, McKenzie
and Kennedy, graduated from

HARRY LENTZ for GTR Newspapers

GOING UP: USC's Shagquan Aaron goes up for two in the Trojans

upset over SMU.

Union. Their son, Mo, will be a
senior in the fall and will begin
his fourth season as a starter on
the basketball team.

“I would have never dreamed
that we would have this kind of
run,” Garcia said. “When I got the
job, I thought, if I can make this
work for five years, maybe I’ll
feel like I’ve done something.

“Then we made it to the five-
year mark, and then it got to 10,
and I was like, wow! And now
here we are 22 years later.”

As he prepares for the 23rd year,
and with his son entering his sen-
ior season, Garcia has one person-
al goal he is chasing in this team
concept.

He needs 31 victories to reach
the 500 career total.

Garcia is not an ego-driven indi-
vidual. He speaks passionately
and convincingly of directing the
lives of young people.

“But as a coach, we’re all com-
petitive. We all want to have suc-
cess,” he said. “Those milestones
come along that you start look-
ing at and you’re thinking, you
know, if I could get to 500, per-
sonally it would be an accom-
plishment.

“When 1 first started, I would

FULL HOUSE: The BOK Center in Tulsa was an excellent venue for
the March Madness First Round games.

Rudy Garcia Has Three State Titles

HARRY LENTZ for GTR Newspa ers

EASY TWO: Jayhawk Sviatoslav
Mykhailiuk gets an easy basket in the
first round game against UC Davis.

HARRY LENTZ for GTR Newspapers
FRENZIED FANS: Kansas fans
came out in force to root for their
beloved Jayhawks.
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have never even thought of 500
wins.”

But now, with that number
looming, he said: “I think it would
be unique to do it at Union, since
this is the only place I've been. I
think that would be really spe-
cial.”

Quickly, Garcia interrupted the
daydream and returned to the
present.

“It’s not about me,” he said. “It’s
about our kids and what we can do
for them.

“We talk a lot about life lessons
that are learned just being on a team.”

Being on Rudy Garcia’s team
has produced plenty of success
over the years.
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Cascia, BK Wrestlers are Headed to D I Instltutlons

By MIKE MOGUIN
Sports Writer

Tanner Skidgel of Cascia Hall and
Matt Smith of Bishop Kelley have
some things in common. Both are
seniors about to graduate from
Catholic schools, have state champi-
onships in wrestling and are bound
for D-I programs.

Skidgel won the 152-pound cham-
pionship bout in Class 4A with a 4-
0 win against Dustin Plott of Tuttle.
Smith was a victor in the 220-pound
weight division in 5A after he
scored a 7-3 victory against Josh
Heindselman of Piedmont. The
matches took place in February in
the state tournament in Oklahoma
City.

Both have endured different roads
en route to their titles.

Skidgel, who has wrestled most of
his life, closed his high school grap-
pling career as a three-time state
champion. He lost last year after
being a state champ his freshman
and sophomore years.

While his older brother, Scout,
who graduated last year, celebrated
a second state championship a year
ago, Tanner endured the pain of los-
ing in the final.

“It felt good to be back on top
because I felt like I was missing
something last year,” Skidgel says.
“I’m always used to winning state,
and I felt disappointed when I didn’t
win it. But after I won state this year,
I felt like I got redemption back.”

Tanner Skidgel lost to another
Tuttle contender, Tanner Litterell,
last year. Litterell, also a senior and
committed to the University of
Oklahoma, dropped down to wrestle
at 138, going on to win state in that
weight class.

Although Skidgel was hoping for
another shot at the Sooner commit,
having won against a foe from Tuttle
was also a satisfying accomplish-
ment since the Tigers are both a
perennial power and a dynasty and
have been for the past two decades.

“It’s always nice to beat a Tuttle
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TANNER SKIDGEL: Cascia Hall's Tanner Skidgel celebrates after

A d
Courtesy photo

winning state at 152 pounds in Class 4A. He plans to attend the

Naval Academy.

MATT SMITH: sthop Kelleys Matt Smith celebrates after winning

Ccurtesy Blshop Kelley Athletic Departmem

state at 220 pounds in Class 54. He plans to attend the University of

North Carolina at Chapel Hill.

kid,” Skidgel says. “They just domi-
nate our class every year. We could
never beat them as a team (in duals),
so it’s nice to beat at least one of
their wrestlers.”

Skidgel will soon be joining his
brother at the Naval Academy,
whom he signed with to wrestle in
college.

En route to the shutout in the state
finals match, Skidgel earned points
on a takedown (2), an escape (1) and
Plott getting called for stalling twice

“I’d say riding was the key
moment,” Skidgel says, adding
“because | knew that I could take
him down and get away from him
pretty easily. When I wrestled him at
regionals, he escaped from me
twice. But, this time, I knew I could
ride him out for the rest of the first
period and then in the whole third
period. I didn’t want him to have any
chance at beating me, because I

Bring Your Business to Mannford or
Start a New Business.

GREAT SPOT FOR SPORTING GOODS STOHE

Thriving Community * Busy Intersection
Close to Lake & New Marina

Building is 4,000 sq. ft. or it is divided into 2,000 sq. ft. each side.
Call 918-520-3516, or email watchpat10@gmail.com

would have to wrestle him with a
short lead with short time left.”

From the last whistle of last year’s
loss to the final moment of this
year’s victory, Skidgel always had
that defeat on his mind in every
practice.

“It was really motivating to think
about whenever I didn’t want to do
one more rep or one more takedown,
orif I didn’t want to wrestle live, like
one more go, I could just think back
to that and let it motivate me,”
Skidgel says. “T would tell myself
that [ was going to have a tough
match in the state finals, and I had to

win and get redemption from last
year.”

For Smith, it was his first ever title.
Having begun as a freshman, he
placed third as a sophomore and was
runner-up as a junior.

“It was the culmination of four
years of hard work and dedication,”
Smith says. “It has been my goal. It
has kept me awake at night for the
past four years. Now I can sleep
easy.”

A takedown he applied
Heindselman set the tone.

“The first takedown set the tone,
like the very end of the first period.

to

I took him down with like three sec-
onds left. That really opened it up.

“I was an undersized 220. My
game plan and tactics were that
nobody could beat me on my feet. |
could try to get guys moving and
usually, it wears on them. I don’t
take them down right away. I have to
move them first and set my shots up
and then, eventually, I can take
(opponents) down. That was kind of
the beginning of the end for him.”

Smith will be going east to wrestle
at the University of North Carolina
in Chapel Hill on a scholarship.

“T love wrestling,” he says.

River Parks is Tulsa Run Beneficiary

Tulsa Sports Commission has
named the River Parks
Foundation its primary charity
beneficiary for the 2017 Tulsa
Federal Credit Union Tulsa Run,
the organization has announced.
The Tulsa Run will be held Oct.
28. As the race’s primary benefi-
ciary, the River Parks Foundation
will receive $25,000 from the
Tulsa Run.

“The Tulsa Run is about more
than just a 15K and medals,” says
Ray Hoyt, president of Tulsa
Regional Tourism, the umbrella
organization over the Tulsa Sports
Commission, VisitTulsa (Tulsa’s
convention and visitors bureau),
and the Tulsa Office of Film,
Music, Arts & Culture. “The
charity beneficiary program is
one of the many ways the run ele-
vates the quality of community
life in Tulsa. By partnering with
organizations like River Parks, the
Tulsa Run extends its reach to

promote health and well-being
throughout the region.”

Owned and operated by the Tulsa
Sports Commission, the Tulsa Run
will celebrate its 40th running this
year. The Tulsa Run’s philanthropic
efforts are made possible by the
race’s title sponsor, Tulsa Federal
Credit Union.

“As we embark on the Tulsa Run’s
40th year, we applaud the philan-
thropic components of this event
that enriches the lives of those who
live in our community;” says Greg
Gallant, president and CEO of
Tulsa Federal Credit Union.

Additional beneficiaries receiving
$2,500 each include the Tulsa
Regional STEM Alliance and Tulsa
Tough. Five organizations will
receive $1,000 each, including Aim
High Academy, Assistance League
of Tulsa, Emergency Infant
Services, Global Gardens and
Lindsey House.

An anonymous volunteer com-

mittee selects the beneficiary
organizations from a pool of appli-
cants each year. Beneficiaries must
by registered 501(c)3 not-for-profit
organizations, and this year’s com-
mittee selected finalists with strong
commitments to community well-
ness.

“We really wanted to make the
40th running of the race special,”
says Heath Aucoin, Tulsa Run race
director and vice president of oper-
ations for the Tulsa Sports
Commission. “We added two bene-
ficiaries at the $2,500 level this
year, re-emphasizing the impor-
tance we place on developing com-
munity spirit through the hosting of
a signature community event. We
want to showcase the best our city
has to offer for everyone, from elite
runners to finish line fans.”

Registration is now open for the
the 2017 Tulsa Run, scheduled for
Oct. 28. For more information and
to enter the race, visit tulsarun.com.

Wishes can come true.

investment goals and expectations.

Gene Bishop

Call me at (918) 519-5910

to begin your plan.

Northpoint Wealth Financial Services. LLC,
An independent Registered Investment Advisory Firm .
Riskalyze and Northpoint are independent firms.

We use Riskalyze, a cutting edge technology that identifies your acceptable levels of risk and
reward with unparalleded accuracy. Using this tool, we ensure that your portfolio aligns with your

With Riskalyze We Can:

® Capture Your Risk Number ® Align Your Portfolio ® Meet Your Retirement Goals

Together we can take the guesswork out of your financial future.

Try Free Portfolio Analysis: hitp.://tinyurl.com/h2d9gcg

RTHPOINT

WEALTH MANAGEMENT LLC

5

Your Life. Your Dreams. Our Insight
www.northpointwealth.com

e Baseball Camps
e Batting Cages

(918) 459-0399

cRORTS COMprix

e Miniature Golf
* Video Arcade

ULTIMATE TRAINING FACILITY

OFF OF HWY 169 and 61st ST.

allstarsportscomplex.com

CALL 918-254-1515 FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION



mailto:watchpat10@gmail.com
tinyurl.com/h2d9gcg
www.northpointwealth.com
allstarsportscomplex.com

April 2017 GREATER TULSA REPORTER NEWSPAPERS Page 21

|

Make your small business in Tulsa a

BIG DEAL

of business in Tulsa is Small business in »
. Tulsa has an estimated $1.4 billion
small business

payroll of

80%

Small business has created more than 2 @

3

in Tulsa of new jobs in Tulsa are for small business

Bottom line? Small business puts a lot of green back in Green Country.

From education to legislation, the SBC is the best way for small business owners to
network and connect with 2,075 business owners in the Tulsa area.

So what are you waiting for?

Join the Tulsa Small Business Connection today
and see what the big deal is all about.

TULSASMALLBUSINESS
www.tulsasbc.com 00 CONNECTI|ON 918.560.0235

GTR Newspapers: Oklahoma’s Largest Monthly News Group



www.tulsasbc.com

GREATER TULSA REPORTER NEWSPAPERS

April 2017

 =—————————THE ECONOMY ——————_

Ludger’s Catering Continues Enduring Legacy of Founder

By EMILY RAMSEY
Managing Editor

Ludger’s Catering, a Tulsa-based
company that flourished for over
25 years under the ownership of
founder and chef Ludger Schulz,
continues to see growth under the
helm of current owners Scott and
Megan Sherrill.

The Sherrills, both native Tulsans
with extensive restaurant and culi-
nary backgrounds, purchased
Ludger’s Catering in 2009.

When the Sherrills took over the
catering business, they were care-
ful to maintain the business large-
ly as Schulz left it, including the
name.

“We didn’t feel like we needed to
change the name; the name has a
long-standing reputation in the
community,” says Scott, who met
Schulz when Scott was teaching in

Oklahoma State University’s culi-
nary department. “It was also
important to (Schulz) that we not
change everything but just to
freshen the business.”

Much of that freshening has
come through the Sherrills’ obser-
vations of their clients’ changing
needs.

While the business has always
provided full-service catering and
the necessary supplies, including
waitstaff and linens, a need began
to develop with many of our cor-
porate clients for a turn-key event,
says Scott.

So, the Sherrills began providing
centerpieces and decor items and
stumbled onto a largely unfilled
need.

“There are not a lot of rental
options in Tulsa for centerpieces,”
says Megan. “Oftentimes, individ-
uals have to buy the pieces.”

ROSSY GILLE for GTR Newspapers

WHITE RIVER IN B.A.: Enjoying the opening of the White River
Fish Market and Restaurant in Broken Arrow are, from left, Broken
Arrow City Councilor Mike Lester and, from the Broken Arrow
Chamber of Commerce, April Sailsbury and Wes Smithwick. The icon-
ic White River opened in Tulsa in 1932 and added its Broken Arrow

location in the County Line Shopping Center in January.
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As corporate clients began utiliz-
ing the decor offerings, “the brides
started seeing what we were offer-
ing,” Megan continues. “And
because we rent our decorations,
we can price them lower.”

While corporate events remain a
large portion of their catering
business, “I would say that we
have quadrupled the business
regarding number of weddings,”
Megan says.

Ludger’s Catering is also fully
licensed and insured to serve alco-
hol and offers a rentable freestand-
ing bar with LED lights and bar-
tenders and/or servers.

“People like to go to one place
for everything when planning an
event,” Megan says.

While Megan takes charge of the
event planning and decorations,
Scott, with his culinary back-
ground, focuses on menu planning
and food preparation.

Early in his career, Scott worked
as a sous chef for local chef
Michael Fusco and as executive
chef at Montereau retirement com-
munity before returning to his
alma mater to teach. He met
Schulz due to Schulz’s friendship
with those in OSU’s culinary
department.

“(Schulz) told me that he was
ready to retire,” Scott remembers.

Scott, later, went to work for
Schulz in order to learn about the
business and to get to know his
catering customers. “We came as
close to a handshake deal as you
can nowadays,” he says.

Looking to the future, the
Sherrills hope to soon move into a
larger building, as they have out-
grown their current 5,000-square-
foot space, located at 6120-A E.
32nd PI. As they expand, they plan
to grow their rental and center-
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EMILY RAMSEY for GTR Newspapers

TULSA NATIVES: Scott and Megan Sherrill took ownership of
Ludger’s Catering from founder and chef Ludger Schulz in 2009. In
addition to offering full catering services, Ludgers Catering also offers

centerpieces and decorations for event rental.

piece business, which already
includes a large number of holi-
day-themed items.

Ludger’s also offers pre-made
meals for the holidays, including
Easter, that can be picked up at
their location or delivered. The

Spinach Salad, Garlic-Studded
Roast Leg of Lamb and/or Honey-
Glazed Pit Ham, Five-Cheese
Scalloped Potatoes, Sautéed Green
Beans, and a dessert sampler.

To place an order or for more
information, visit ludgerscater-
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Eastern Europe and America’s Energy Challenge

In the late 1990s, I was asked to
assist the country of Bulgaria in its

Eastern Europe and in Bulgaria for
the U.S. Trade and Development

oil and gas Agency. Dr.
development. O’Brien  had
Leading the been instrumen-
effort was Dr. Energy WatCh tal throughout
Boyko Nitzov, a — the years of
Bulgarian, who il o assisting me
was then work- ) with the
ing at the % International
University  of Energy Policy

Oklahoma, along
with Dr. Dennis

Conference. He
introduced sev-

O’Brien, then eral high profile
the university’s energy leaders
director for the to the confer-
Institute for ence throughout
Energy, the years, which
Economics and I founded and
Policy at have  chaired
Sarkey’s Energy since 1992,
Center. including  the
Dr. Dennis CEO/President
O’Brien and Dr.  BY MARK A. STANSBERRY ¢ Phillips
Boyko Nitzov Petroleum and
were providing t h e

major studies of oil and gas in
Kazakhstan, executive manage-
ment training for international del-
egations from Central Asia and

Chairman/President of PDVSA.
Dr. O’Brien held several distin-

guished positions throughout his

career including the chief econo-

Local Harley-Davi

Myers-Duren Harley-Davidson
earned the prestigious Bronze Bar
& Shield Circle of Recognition
Award for 2016. Presented by
Harley-Davidson Motor Company,
this award is given to dealers based
on motorcycle and related product
sales performance, customer serv-
ice and satisfaction, and opera-
tional measures. Myers-Duren
Harley-Davidson is the only deal-

ership in Oklahoma to receive this
award for 2016.

“We’re proud to present this high
honor to Reba McClanahan in
recognition of the outstanding work
being done at Myers-Duren Harley-
Davidson,” said Mike Kennedy,
vice president and managing direc-
tor for the United States. “Dealers
like Reba McClanahan are a big
reason why Harley-Davidson is one

mist of Caltex Petroleum
Corporation, managing director of
Petroad, which assisted clients in
developing and implementing
strategic business visions and plan-
ning for the global energy industry,
and served as deputy assistant sec-
retary for International Energy
Security for the U.S. Department
of Energy. He passed away in
2005 and is greatly missed.

Dr. Nitzov was highly respected
among his fellow Bulgarians espe-
cially with the Bulgarian govern-
ment and the country’s oil and gas
sector. He has served as director of
the Eurasian Energy Program,
Atlantic Council in Brussels,
Belgium.

What concerned Bulgaria and
Eastern Europe at the time was the
great dependency on Russia’s natu-
ral gas and energy support. Our
goal was to evaluate how we could
assist Bulgaria in becoming more
self-reliant.

During my trips to Bulgaria along
with Dr. Nitzov, we found that the
Bulgarian oil and gas sector was
not being managed at full poten-

of the most respected and recog-
nized brands in the world and why
we enjoy having the loyalty and
commitment of our riders.”

Bronze Bar & Shield award recip-
ients, like Myers-Duren Harley-
Davidson, consistently elevate the
brand by providing their customers
with exceptional and authentic
Harley-Davidson experiences,
Kennedy said.

Students to Test Financial Literacy

JA Finance Park presented by Bank
of Oklahoma will host nearly 1,000
students in its inaugural session.

More than 1,000 local students are
expected to put their financial litera-
cy skills to the test in a simulated city
where each decision they make
impacts their take home pay and
livelihood. Local high schools are
invited to participate in Junior
Achievement of Oklahoma’s JA
Finance Park presented by Bank of
Oklahoma April 10 - 21 at Tulsa Tech
Peoria Campus.

JA Finance Park presented by Bank
of Oklahoma is a state-of-the-art
mobile facility where students live a
fictional life situation, with marital
status, children, job and salary. They
are then challenged to create and
successfully use a budget and make
decisions around saving, spending,
investing and philanthropic giving.
To achieve these tasks, students work
in groups and visit 19 kiosks with
interactive terminals that simulate
stores, restaurants and utility compa-
nies among other real-world busi-
nesses, like Bank of Oklahoma.

Pat Piper, executive vice president
of Consumer Banking Services for
Bank of Oklahoma and State Board
Member for Junior Achievement of
Oklahoma, says the bank was excit-
ed to partner with Junior
Achievement on an initiative that
would help so many students learn to
manage money and complements
the bank’s Learn for Life program, a
company-wide initiative  that
engages employees to promote basic
financial skills in the communities
the bank serves.

“Supporting financial education is
a core focus of Bank of Oklahoma,”
says Piper. “Financial literacy and
money management skills are cru-
cial building blocks for economic
success. That’s why our employees
volunteer in dozens of Junior
Achievement classrooms each year
through our Learn for Life program
and we invest in financial literacy
programs to ensure individuals of all
ages on the path of fiscal responsi-

bility and economic self-reliance.”

Piper added that the partnership on
this innovative learning environment
was an easy decision for the bank.

“JA Finance Park has a proven
track record of engaging students
with financial education programs
and experiences that are both sub-
stantive and fun,” says Piper. “We
look forward to bringing this experi-
ence to students across the state.”

JA Finance Park will also host
nearly 1,000 students in Oklahoma
City in March for a total statewide
impact of nearly 2,000 students.

The reality-based simulation is key
to giving students the opportunity to
put their new money-management
skills to the test, says Shannan
Beeler, president of Junior
Achievement of Oklahoma.

“For 50 years, Junior Achievement

of Oklahoma has helped students
understand the short- and long-term

impact of educational, financial and E=

life-style decisions,” says Beeler. “It
also prepares students to succeed as
adults by teaching them some basic,
practical money management skills
which they will need to help them
prosper in life.”

JA Finance Park provides a
resource for Oklahoma schools to
help fulfill the graduation require-
ment adopted by the State in 2008,
House Bill 1476, requiring students
to complete at least 14 financial
instruction areas to graduate.

For a scheduled tour of JA Finance
Park, or to request more information,
please  contact the  Junior
Achievement of Oklahoma offices at
918-663-2150 or visit
www.jaok.org.
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tial. The infrastructure needed
upgrading, the management need-
ed up-to-date technological train-
ing, research, and development
was at a minimum. U.S. know-
how and support was a high priori-
ty greatly needed. One of the
accomplishments the team was
able to assist with successfully was
with the development of an under-
ground gas storage facility in
Bulgaria.

We identified fields onshore that
had not reached their full develop-
ment. Also, we identified potential
offshore locations on the Black
Sea. If our research could have
factored in the application of
today’s science of combination of
horizontal drilling and hydraulic
fracturing, there is no doubt in my
mind, that Bulgaria’s resource
development would be greatly
enhanced.

Wall Street Journal stated that
“there is a strategic case for more
U.S. natural gas exports to Europe,
as well as for more investment in
projects...which would bring gas
from the Caspian Sea to Europe

without going through Russia.”

Leaders from Eastern Europe go
on to state “natural gas would be
much welcome in Central and
Eastern Europe, and Congressional
action to expedite exports (lique-
fied natural gas) to America’s allies
would come at a critically impor-
tant time for the region.”

The U.S. has an abundance of
natural gas. Russia continues to
focus on Eastern European
dependency on its resources
including natural gas.

It is time we come together: The
U.S. has the immediate challenge
of striving for energy independ-
ence but also, global energy securi-
ty for others. It is extremely impor-
tant that the U.S. be in a strong
position of securing energy
reserves within its own boundaries.
The Global Economic & Security
Reality: America Needs America’s
Energy and the World Needs
America’s Know-How and Natural
Gas!

Mark A. Stansberry is chairman
of the GTD Group, an award-win-
ning author and Energy Advocate.
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WINNER: Myers-Duren Harley-Davidson, 4848 South
Peoria, has been in business in the Tulsa area since 1914 and under
present ownership since 1977.
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Selser Schaefer Names New Partner Team

Selser Schaefer Architects has
promoted Shane Aaron AIA,
Nathan Koob AIA, LEED AP,
Whitney Stauffer, and Jeff
Thomas LEED AP BD+C, RAS
to Partners. These new Partners
will join Hank Spieker, AIA as
leaders of the growing architec-
tural firm.

“This is a very exciting day for
our company and the growth of
our firm,” says Selser Schaefer
Architects co-founder Janet
Selser. “These new partners are
designers, managers, and leaders
with the ability to create and
guide large and complex proj-
ects. Their leadership will con-
tinue to empower our team as
they take this firm to greater
heights.”

Shane Aaron AIA is a graduate

of Drury University and is a
licensed architect in Oklahoma
and Texas. Since joining the firm
in 2007, Aaron has completed
projects for Broken Arrow Public
Schools, Tulsa-based Church on
the Move, as well as the H-E-B
Grocery Company in San
Antonio and the new ambulatory
surgery center for
Gastroenterology  Specialists,
Inc. in Tulsa.

Nathan Koob AIA, LEED AP is
a graduate of Oklahoma State
University and is a licensed
architect with over 18 years of
experience. Prior to starting at
the firm in 2014, Koob managed
many notable projects including
the Multi-Purpose Event Center
at Northeastern State University,
Baylor University’s Simpson
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Athletics and Academic Center
and the Spring Lake Public
Works Complex in Sand Springs.
Most recently, Koob’s experience
in project management was key
for the Tulsa Ballet’s Hardesty
Center for Dance Education.

Whitney Stauffer is a graduate
of the University of Oklahoma.
She started her career in the cor-
porate communications depart-
ment for a large global entertain-
ment company in Los Angeles
before returning to her roots and
ultimately joining the firm in
2013. Her experience in business
development and corporate com-
munications has been key to the
success of the firm.

Jeff Thomas LEED AP BD+C,
RAS joined the firm in 1998 and
is a graduate of Oklahoma State
University. Thomas is a regis-
tered accessibility specialist and
serves as a contract administrator
for the firm. His experience has
been instrumental in projects that
include the H-E-B Grocery
Company in San Antonio,
Hardesty Center for Dance
Education in Broken Arrow, the
Phillips Auditorium Remodel for
Tulsa Community  College,
Morton Comprehensive Health
Center in Tulsa, as well as the
Cherokee Nation’s Jack Brown
Center in Tahlequah.
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Leaders of Selser

Schaefer Architects are, from left, Shane Aaron, Jeff Thomas, Janet
Selser, Bob Schaefer, Whitney Stauffer, Hank Spieker and Nathan Koob.

A graduate of Oklahoma State
University, Hank Spieker AIA is
both a licensed architect and a
licensed interior designer in
Oklahoma. He joined the firm in
1997 and was announced as part-
ner in 2014. His leadership has
been integral on projects for a
range of clients including Hogan
Assessment Systems, Church on
the Move, Broken Arrow Public
Schools, and Whataburger,
among many others.

Robert Schaefer and Selser will
continue to play an integral role at
Selser Schaefer Architects. They

will transition to a larger mentor-
ship role, providing their industry
and design expertise to the new
partners and firm associates.
Despite the change in leadership,
the name and quality services of
the firm will remain the same.

“Each of these partners possess
a unique skillset,” says Robert
Schaefer. “These individuals
have proven themselves to not
only be leaders within the indus-
try, but true leaders within our
firm. I know their collective
expertise will serve our clients
well.”

Groundbreaking Held for Historical
North Tulsa Housmg Development

Capital Homes hosted a ground- ==
breaking ceremony March 9 for

its newest development, Ogan’s =7

Circle, a new neighborhood situ-
ated in the heart of north Tulsa.
This quiet, self-contained cul-de-
sac will contain 14 new homes
and provide high-quality, afford-
able housing starting in the
$140’s. A new construction neigh-
borhood of this capacity hasn’t
been completed in north Tulsa in
several decades, making this an
historic project.

During the ceremony, Tulsa
community members, including
Capital Homes owner David
Charney and O.C. Walker from
the Tulsa Development Authority
spoke to the impact this neigh-
borhood and additional home-
ownership will have on the area.
The family namesake of the
neighborhood, 81-year-old
Esther Ogans, attended the cere-
mony.

The groundbreaking was both a
formal announcement of the

{|: - -Mobile~
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OGAN’S CIRCLE: Present at the groundbreaking for Ogan's Circle
are, from left, Esther Ogan's, Ogans Circle namesake and community
activist; David Charney, owner, Capital Homes; O.C. Walker, executive
director, Tulsa Development Authority; Nick Doctor, chief of community
development and policy, Office of the Mayor; and Roy Peters, chair of
the board of directors, Tulsa Development Authority.

development, as well as the con-
struction kickoff. All of the
homes will be full brick with
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other features exceeding building
standards, creating a desirable
neighborhood near Booker T.
Washington High School, Lacy
Park and three miles from down-
town Tulsa.

This special development is
being offered in partnership with
the Tulsa Development Authority.
Up to $4,000 in closing cost assis-
tance will be provided by Capital
Homes, and $4,000 in downpay-
ment assistance will be available
from the TDA as a no-interest
loan, to incentivize homeowners
to make their home in Ogan’s
Circle.

The event was an opportunity to
celebrate new development and
give the community a first glance
at the new neighborhood. Capital
Homes expects to be a steadfast
member of the North Tulsa com-
munity and looks at this event as
the first step in promoting home-
ownership in an important and
vibrant part of Tulsa that has been
underserved for many years.
Community meetings will also be
held to educate the community
regarding Ogan’s Circle, its
unique financing opportunities
and the benefits of homeowner-
ship. The dates of these communi-
ty meetings will be released
shortly.

CALL 918-254-1515 FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION
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HoME & GARDEN
SHOW REVISITED
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“\ye Care For Trees
446-3473

GTR Newspapers photo

WE B TREES: We B Trees arborist Tim Nall, left, welcomed visi-
tors to his exhibit at this years Tulsa Home and Garden Show held
March 9-12 at the River Spirit Expo at Expo Square. Visiting the
booth are Nall’s nephew Ace Nall and Cathy and John Rains.

GTR Newspapers photo
OWASSO CHAMBER OF COMMERCE: The Owasso Chamber
of Commerce proudly exhibited positives about its city at the Tulsa
Home and garden Show. From left are Tammy White of Tulsa
Federal Credit Union, Andrea Adams of Keller Williams, Owasso
Chamber President Gary Akin and Joy Moss of Keller Wllllams

GTR Newspapers photo
JACK WILLS: A4 representative of Jack Wills Outdoor Furniture
demonstrates the “Blazing Beats,” a dancing outdoor fire pit com-
plemented by its own music. Jack Wills, with locations in Tulsa
and Springdale, Arkansas, offers outdoor furniture, grills, play
sets and fireplaces.
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BUSINESS & PEOPLE NOTES

Trust Company
of Oklahoma

announces  that
Whittney Stauffer
has joined the
company as vice
president. At
TCO, she will
serve high net STAUFFER

worth individuals,
families and organizations.
Stauffer comes to TCO from J.P.
Morgan Chase’s Private Bank in
Tulsa, where she accumulated
experience providing investment
management, wealth advisory,
banking, and financing services to

individuals, endowments, and
foundations. Stauffer received her
Bachelor of Business

Administration in finance from the
University of Oklahoma. She is a
trustee for the Philbrook Museum
of Art and serves as board presi-
dent of The Pencil Box. In addi-
tion, she is a sustaining member of
the Junior League of Tulsa and a
Leadership Tulsa graduate.

Trust Company of Oklahoma is
the largest and oldest independent
trust company in the state, with
locations in Tulsa and Oklahoma
City. For more information visit
www.TrustOk.com

Yvette Martinez and Audra
Alvord have been
promoted to sen-
ior vice president
positions at the
First National
Bank & Trust
Co. of Broken
Arrow.

Martinez joined
the bank in
December 2016 as
vice president of
retail banking
administration. A
native Tulsan and
graduate of
Northeastern State
University,  her
resume includes
service with Bank
of Oklahoma,
Prosperity Bank and F&M Bank
and Trust where she oversaw retail
operations of 12 branch locations in
Oklahoma and Texas.

Alvord joined First National of
Broken Arrow in 2013 as human
resources director and later added
director of information security to
her responsibilities. A native of
Cleveland, Oklahoma, she began
her career as a bookkeeper at
Peoples State Bank. Her resume
also includes service with Bank
South where she was a branch
manager and Summit Bank where
she was a human resources repre-
sentative.

Chairman and Chief Executive
Officer Gregory Graham says both
women have worked their way up
through the ranks of the financial
services industry and have clearly
shown they are more than qualified
to assume the added responsibilities
that go with their new positions.

“They have earned the respect of
our directors and their fellow
employees,” Graham says. “They
provide expanded dimensions of
experience and expertise to our
bank and we are delighted to wel-
come them to our senior leader-
ship team.”

First National opened its doors
in 1902 in what is now downtown
Broken Arrow. In more than 114
years of providing trusted banking
services to the community, only
four chairmen have headed the
institution.
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Oral Roberts
University
announces the pro-
motion of James
D. Smith to direc-
tor of marketing.
Smith led the ORU
Mabee Center
Marketing
Department  for
seven years before accepting this
new role.

“James has done an outstanding
job leading marketing at the Mabee
Center, seeing growth year over
year,” says Ossie Mills, ORU vice
president of communications and
marketing.

Smith, who was born in England
and raised in Tulsa, graduated from
Tulsa’s Memorial High School and
Northeastern State University,
where he earned a bachelor’s
degree in business marketing. He
brings a wealth of experience to his
new position with 30 years of pro-
fessional marketing in the Tulsa
area.

Active in the Tulsa community,
Smith serves as president of his
homeowner’s association, is an
active member of his church, an
accomplished chef, business owner
and long-time volunteer of numer-
ous Tulsa charitable organizations.

SMITH

The Collins
College of
Business will

honor three alumni
and four graduat-
ing seniors during
its annual Honors
and Awards
Banquet April 7 at
TU’s Allen
Chapman Student
Union. Kala
Sharp (BSBA
‘99), vice presi-
dent, controller,
natural gas at
ONEOK Partners,
was named the
2017 Outstanding
Alumna and Don
P. Quint, Jr. (BS
*78), principal and
founder of Don P.
Quint &
Associates, as the
2017 Outstanding
Alumnus. Ashley
Lewis Jackson
(BSBA 08), cus-
tomer success inte-
gration manager at GE Digital, was
named the 2017 Fast Track
Alumna.

Sharp is vice president, con-
troller, natural gas, of ONEOK
Partners. She is responsible for
accounting and reporting for the
natural gas gathering and pro-
cessing and natural gas pipelines
segments.

Quint is the principal and founder
of Don P. Quint & Associates, a
registered investment adviser.
Quint established his practice in
1978 upon his graduation from the
University of Tulsa. Since gradua-
tion he has completed his Chartered
Life Underwriter designation along
with his Chartered Financial
Consultant designation.

Jackson joined General Electric
(GE) in 2008 as a financial man-
agement program (FMP) intern
with GE Real Estate. In January,
Jackson was promoted to customer
success integration manager at GE
Digital.

Four graduating seniors will
receive the 2017 David R. Lawson
Outstanding Senior award in recog-
nition of their leadership and
accomplishments while students at
TU: Amanda Calhoun, energy man-
agement and finance; Paul Moses,
accounting and finance; Claire
Thompson, accounting, finance and
economics; and Francisco Yanez,
finance and management.

JACKSON

Ashley Van
Horne has been
named director of
marketing  and
communications
for the Lobeck
Taylor Family
Foundation. Van
Horne is a sea-
soned communi-
cations professional with nearly a
decade of experience. She joined
the Lobeck Taylor Family
Foundation after managing com-
munications for the Tulsa
Regional Tourism brands at the
Tulsa Regional Chamber. Van
Horne has a unique background
in sports communications, having
managed projects for brands like
ESPN, Nickelodeon, Spike TV,
the NFL Network and Yahoo
Sports. She brings to the table a
diverse perspective that combines
public relations, marketing strate-
gy and event management. After
graduating cum laude from the
University of Southern California
in 2009, Van Horne worked on
major national sporting events
and marketing campaigns includ-
ing the Super Bowl, NFL Draft,
NBA All Star Weekend, BCS
National Championship, NCAA
March Madness, Nickelodeon
Kids Choice Sports Awards,
Spike TV’s Lip Sync Battle,
ESPN This is SportSCenter com-
mercials, Monday Night Football
and more.

A Tulsa transplant originally from
California, Van Horne says she
enjoys exploring Oklahoma and
soaking up the four different sea-
sons. She is a volunteer at GUTS
Church, a freelance writer, a
CrossFit coach and a nutrition
counselor in her spare time.

VAN HORNE

AVB Bank
announces the
promotion of

Renee Hillhouse
to loan operations
officer. Hillhouse
manages and
oversees AVB’s
loan servicing and
credit depart-
ments, providing
all loan documentation, payments,
advances and maintenance.

Hillhouse joined AVB in 2016
as a commercial lending assis-
tant. With over 22 years of bank-
ing experience, Hillhouse’s
exemplary career in banking is
highlighted by upward progres-
sion. Bank President and CEO
Ted Cundiff announced the pro-
motion and said, “Renee has
extensive knowledge of the loan
area and has greatly assisted with
the increase in communication in
her area. We appreciate her
expertise and are glad she is a
part of our team.”

Senior Vice President and
Executive Loan Assistant Nema
Dobbins said “Loan services, and
all of the operations employees at
AVB, are such an integral part of
this bank.” Dobbins continued,
“Renee’s years of experience and
excellent troubleshooting go
hand-in-hand with internal oper-
ations, and we are grateful to
have her.”

HILLHOUSE
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AUTO DONATIONS

Thinking of buying a new or used car? Call
to get current promotional pricing and local
dealer incentives for free. No hassle. No
obligation. Call: 888-458-3725

Donate Your Car to Veterans Today! Help
and Support our Veterans. Fast - FREE pick
up. 100% tax deductible. Call 1-800-245-
0398

AUTOS WANTED

CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All
Make/Models 2000-2015! Any Condition.
Running or Not. Competitive Offer! Free
Towing! We’re Nationwide! Call Now: 1-
888-416-2330.

CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All
Makes/Models 2000-2016! Any Condition.
Running or Not. Top $$$ Paid! Free
Towing! We’re Nationwide! Call Now: 1-
888-985-1806

EDpUCATION/CAREER
TRAINING

DRIVER TRAINEES NEEDED! Learn to
drive for Stevens Transport! NO EXPERI-
ENCE NEEDED! New drivers earn $900+
per week! PAID CDL TRAINING! Stevens
covers all  costs! 1-888-734-6714
drive4stevens.com

MONEY MAKER

Tired of Downsizing and Layoffs?
Start Your Own Business
e Guaranteed Customers
* Extensive Training and Support
* Guaranteed Financing
Only $950.00 to get Started!

JAN-PRO

CLEANING SYSTEMS
918.599.8001
chris.ryan@jan-pro.com
www.tulsa.jan-pro.com

EDpUCATION/CAREER
TRAINING

AIRLINE MECHANIC TRAINING - Get
FAA certification. Approved for military
benefits. Financial Aid if qualified. Job
placement assistance. Call Aviation Institute
of Maintenance 888-686-1704

AIRLINE MECHANIC TRAINING - Get
FAA Technician certification. Approved for
military benefits. Financial Aid if qualified.
Job placement assistance. Call Aviation
Institute of Maintenance 866-453-6204

EMPLOYMENT

HEALTH & FITNESS

MISCELLANEOUS

MISCELLANEOUS

CALL CANADA Drug Center. Affordable
International Medications! Safe, reliable &
affordable! FREE 2017 Calendar! Call
855-768-0762 Now!

VIAGRA 100MG and CIALIS 20mg! 50
Pills $99.00 FREE Shipping! 100% guaran-
teed. CALL NOW! 1 -866-312-6061
Hablamos Espanol

VIAGRA 100MG and CIALIS 20mg! 40
Pills + 10 FREE. SPECIAL $99.00 100%
guaranteed. FREE Shipping! 24/7 CALL:
1-888-223-8818 Hablamos Espanol.

Make $1,000 Weekly! Paid in Advance!
Mailing Brochures at Home. Easy Pleasant
work. Begin Immediately. Age
Unimportant. www.HomeMoney77.com

MAKE MONEY MAILING POSTCARDS!
Easy Work, Great Pay! FREE Info: Call 1-
619-649-0708. 24/Hours  Guaranteed
Legitimate Opportunity! Register Online
Today! www.PostcardsToWealth.com

MAKE MONEY MAILING POSTCARDS!

Guaranteed  Legitimate Opportunity!
www.PostcardsToWealth.com Earn Multiple
$250 Payments Daily!

www.250PerDaySystem.com Home Workers
Urgently Needed! www.LegitOnlineWork.com

Drive with Uber. You’ll need a Smartphone.
It’s fun and easy. For more information,
call: 1-844-700-8936

PAID IN ADVANCE! Make $1000 A Week
Mailing Brochures From Home! NO
Experience Required. Helping home work-
ers since 2001! www.MailingNetwork. NET

PAID IN ADVANCE! Make $1000 A Week
Mailing Brochures From Home! NO
Experience Required. Helping home work-
ers since 2001! Genuine Opportunity. Start
Immediately! www.WorkingOpp.com

MAKE $1,000 WEEKLY/UP! Processing
Mail from Home! Free Information. Send
SASE: LISTS, Box 396, Dept. CAD.,
Springhouse, PA 19477-0396

Make $1,000 Weekly!Paid in Advance!
Mailing Brochures at Home. Easy Pleasant
work. Begin Immediately. Age Unimportant.
www. WeeklyMoneyBiz.com

HEALTH/MEDICAL

FREE VIAGRA PILLS 48 PILLS + 4
FREE! VIAGRA 100MG/ CIALIS 20mg
Free Pills! No hassle, Discreet Shipping.
Save Now. Call Today 1-888-410-0514

**SPECIAL** Generic VIAGRA 60x (100

mg) +24 “Bonus” PILLS for ONLY
$138.00 plus shipping. Satisfaction
Guaranteed! Other Meds Available. 1-877-
328-4627 Hablamos Espanol.

Got Knee Pain? Back Pain? Shoulder Pain?
Get a pain-relieving brace at little or NO
cost to you. Medicare Patients Call Health
Hotline Now! 1- 844-502-1809

VIAGRA & CIALIS! 50 pills for $95. 100
pills for $150 FREE shipping. NO prescrip-
tions needed. Money back guaranteed! 1-
877-743-5419

OXYGEN - Anytime. Anywhere. No
tanks to refill. No deliveries. The All-
New Inogen One G4 is only 2.8 pounds!
FAA approved! FREE info kit: 844-558-
7482

Diagnosed with Mesothelioma or Asbestos

Lung Cancer? If so, you and your family
may be entitled to a substantial financial
award. We can help you get cash quick! Call
24/7: 844-865-4336

Lung Cancer? And 60+ Years Old? If So,
You And Your Family May Be Entitled To A
Significant Cash Award. Call 877-648-6308
To Learn More. No Risk. No Money Out Of
Pocket.

MEN’S HEALTH

® Electric

BURROMAX MINIBIKE

® Scaled down motorcycle design

® Built for the entire family, 250 Ihs. max
© Too many features to list here
* Sale price $220 + tax. Reg retail $319

918-361-6590

GasTech Engineering seeks a Project Engineer
in its Tulsa, Oklahoma location to perform design calculations of
oil and natural gas processing equipment. PE will develop P&ID’s
and select equipment type based on process simulation soft-
ware; design piping and line sizing; calculate material and ener-
gy requirements by preparing mechanical flow diagrams; select
vessel internals; select instruments, controls, valves and other
accessories required to fit desired operations; update existing
design and perform ASME Code Calculations using Compress
software; use Microsoft Project for scheduling; maintain control
of project costs; request and confirm information from Sr.
Mechanical Engineer and Electrical Engineer; request specific
design requests from Design/Drafting Supervisor; confirm specif-
ic material purchases by Material Manager; communicate proj-
ect progress with Production Manager; obtain documentation
from Quality Manager; and communicate timing of the manufac-
turing with Manufacturing Manager. Requires Bachelor of
Mechanical or Chemical Engineering; 24 months experience as
Energy Industry Engineer; skills in Engineering-n-Training (EIT)
with ability to acquire Professional Engineer license; proficiency
in Compress, SolidWorks, Auto CAD, Microsoft Project. Some
domestic travel (10%). To apply please send resumes to
GasTech Engineering, hr@gastecheng.com or 1007 East Admiral
Boulevard, Tulsa, Oklahoma 74120.

MALE ENLARGEMENT PUMP Get
Stronger & Harder Immediately. Gain 1-
3 Inches Permanently & Safely.
Guaranteed Results. FDA Licensed.
FREE  Brochure: 1-800-354-3944
www.DrJoelKaplan.com

MISCELLANEOUS

SUPPORT our service members, veterans
and their families in their time of need. For
more information visit the Fisher House
website at www.fisherhouse.org

Make a Connection. Real People, Flirty
Chat. Meet singles right now! Call
LiveLinks. Try it FREE. Call NOW: 1-888-
909-9905 18+.

Finance Manager
For El Tequila, LLC a Mexican
restaurant chain headquartered
in Tulsa, OK. Regs: BS in
Business Administration +5
years of exp. as Finance
Manager, or related in a retail
environment. Send resume to:

Carlos Aguirre
8118 S Memorial Dr,,
Tulsa, OK 74133.

Lung Cancer? And Age 60+? You And
Your Family May Be Entitled To Significant
Cash Award. Call 866-428-1639 for
Information. No Risk. No Money Out Of
Pocket.

SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY BEN-
EFITS. Unable to work? Denied benefits?
We Can Help! WIN or Pay Nothing!
Contact Bill Gordon & Associates at 1-
855-498-6323 to start your application
today!

Spectrum Triple Play TV, Internet & Voice
for $29.99 ea. 60 MB per second speed No
contract or commitment. We buy your
existing contract up to $500! 1-855-652-
9304

A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s largest
senior living referral service. Contact our
trusted, local experts today! Our service is
FREE/no obligation. CALL 1-800-217-
3942

CASH FOR CARS: We Buy Any Condition
Vehicle, 2000 and Newer. Nation’s Top Car
Buyer! Free Towing From Anywhere! Call
Now: 1-800-864-5960.

CASH PAID for unexpired, sealed DIA-
BETIC TEST STRIPS! I DAY PAYMENT
& PREPAID  shipping. HIGHEST
PRICES! Call 1-888-776-7771.
www.Cash4DiabeticSupplies.com

Cell phone bill too high? Call now and see
how you can save. National 4G coverage for
less! 855-663-0120

DIGITAL HEARING AIDS - Now offering
a 45-Day Risk Free Offer! FREE BATTER-
IES for Life! Call to start your free trial!
888-675-5116

Call Canada Drug Center to find Affordable
International Medications! Safe, reliable &
affordable!  Plus, get a FREE 2017
Calendar! Call 855-389-3862 Now!

Make a Connection. Real People, Flirty
Chat. Meet singles right now! Call
LiveLinks. Try it FREE. Call NOW: Call 1-
877-737-9447 18+

SWITCH TO DIRECTYV. From $50/Month,
includes FREE Genie HD/DVR & 3
months HBO, SHOWTIME, CINEMAX,
STARZ. Get a $50 Gift Card. Call 888-
672-1159

VIAGRA 52 PILLS + 4 FREE! VIAGRA
100MG/ CIALIS 20mg Free Pills! No has-
sle, Discreet Shipping. Save Now. $99.00
Call Today 1-800-213-6202

HughesNet: Gen4 satellite internet is ultra
fast and secure. Plans as low as $39.99 in
select areas. Call 1-855-440-4911 now to
get a $50 Gift Card!

Comcast Hi-Speed Internet -$29.99/mo (for
12 mos.) No term agreement. Fast
Downloads! ~ PLUS Ask About TV (140
Channels) Internet Bundle for $79.99/mo
(for 12 mos.) CALL 1-844-714-4451.

HOTELS FOR HEROES - to find out more
about how you can help our service mem-
bers, veterans and their families in their
time of need, visit the Fisher House website
at www.fisherhouse.org

ADVERTISE to 10 Million Homes across
the USA! Place your ad in over 140 com-
munity newspapers, with circulation total-
ing over 10 million homes. Contact
Independent Free Papers of America IFPA
at danielleburnett-ifpa@live.com or visit
our website cadnetads.com for more infor-
mation

SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY BEN-
EFITS. Unable to work? Denied benefits?
We Can Help! WIN or Pay Nothing!
Contact Bill Gordon & Associates at 1-855-
498-6323 to start your application today!
Motorcycles

WANTED OLD JAPANESE MOTORCY-
CLES KAWASAKI Z1-900 (1972-75),
KZ900, KZ1000 (1976-1982), Z1R, KZ
1000MK2 (1979,80), W1-650, H1-500
(1969-72), H2-750 (1972-1975), S1-250,
S2-350, S3-400, KH250, KH400, SUZU-
KI-GS400, GT380, HONDA-CB750K
(1969-1976), CBX1000 (1979,80) CASH!!
1-800-772-1142 1-310-721-0726
usa@classicrunners.com

TIMESHARES

DONATE TIMESHARES Cars or Real
Estate. Fast and Easy. Tax Deductible. Call
Today! 1-800-363-6319 DonateTS.COM

WANTED TO Buy

Wants to purchase minerals and other oil
and gas interests. Send details to PO. Box
13557 Denver, Co. 80201

Cash for unexpired DIABETIC TEST
STRIPS! Free Shipping, Best Prices & 24
hr payment! Call 1-855-440-4001
www. TestStripSearch.com. Habla Espanol.

CASH PAID- up to $25/Box for unexpired,
sealed DIABETIC TEST STRIPS. 1-DAY-
PAYMENT.1-800-371-1136

ADVERTISE to 10 Million Homes across
the USA! Place your ad in over 140 com-
munity newspapers, with circulation total-
ing over 10 million homes. Contact
Independent Free Papers of America IFPA
at danielleburnett-ifpa@live.com or visit
our website cadnetads.com for more infor-
mation.

Reader Advisory: The National Trade Association
we belong to has purchased the above classifieds.
Determining the value of their service or product is
advised by this publication. In order to avoid mis-
understandings, some advertisers do not offer
employment but rather supply the readers with man-
uals, directories and other materials designed to
help their clients establish mail order selling and
other businesses at home. Under NO circumstance
should you send any money in advance or give the
client your checking, license ID, or credit card num-
bers. Also beware of ads that claim to guarantee
loans regardless of credit and note that if a credit
repair company does business only over the phone it
is illegal to request any money before delivering its
service. All funds are based in US dollars. Toll free
numbers may or may not reach Canada.

Are you in pain after
hernia repair surgery?
You may qualify for
significant compensation.

CALL NOW 800-993-0740
UNITEDLAW

Free Range
Fresh Eggs

from Happy Hens.
Located between Jenks
and Glenpool.
$4 Doz.

Phone or text:

918-636-5601 ;«ﬁ §

INTENANCE

AVIATION INSTITUTE OF MA!

Get FAA approved maintenance training at campuses
coast to coast. Job placement assistance.
Financial Aid for qualifying students. Military friendly.

Call Aviation Institute of Maintenance

800-481-7894

AIRLINE
CAREERS

CALL 918-254-1515 FOR A

ERTISING INFORMATION



mailto:advertising@gtrnews.com
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CTCA Founder to Recelve Horatio Alger Award

Courtesy Horatio Alger Association

Horatio Alger  Association of
Distinguished Americans, Inc., a nonprofit
educational organization honoring the
achievements of outstanding individuals
and encouraging youth to pursue their
dreams through higher education, has
announced that Richard J Stephenson,
founder and chairman of Cancer Treatment
Centers of America, has been selected for
membership in the prestigious organiza-
tion. Stephenson, widely recognized for
his philanthropic efforts, global business
leadership, and establishment of a new
standard in personalized cancer care, joins
10 other esteemed business and civic lead-
ers from across North America in receiving
this honor in 2017. For the last 70 years, the
Horatio Alger Award has been annually
bestowed upon admirable leaders who have
succeeded despite facing adversity and who
are committed to higher education and
charitable efforts in their local communi-
ties.

Stephenson and the member class of 2017
were formally inducted into the Association
on March 30-April 1, during the
Association’s 70th Horatio Alger Award
Induction Ceremonies in Washington, D.C.
The annual three-day event honors the
achievements of both Members and
National Scholars, affording both groups
the opportunity to meet and interact,
exchanging stories of hardships and tri-
umphs.

Stephenson grew up in Sheridan, Indiana,
a small farming town of 1,200, and was
raised with his brother, Michael, by loving
and devoted parents who taught him to
understand and follow a morally centered
and principled way of life. Much of
Stephenson’s childhood and early adult-
hood was devoted to caring for his brother,
who faced many lifelong health challenges.
His dedication to helping those around him
remains a driving force behind everything
he pursues. An entrepreneur from a very
early age, Stephenson would help his
father with his work at a pharmacy and

later took on various jobs around town - [

mowing lawns, collecting trash, distribut-
ing milk and delivering newspapers. His
business acumen expanded in college, as he
created a handyman services and consult-
ing company, hiring college friends as part-
time employees. After graduating from
Wabash College, he started his own mer-
chant banking firm before receiving his
juris doctor degree from Northwestern Law
School.

Stephenson quickly developed a highly
successful international merchant banking
career, building businesses and employing
many thousands around the world. While
his business grew, his family always took
center stage in his life. When his mother,
Mary, endured a lengthy battle with cancer
before succumbing to the disease, he wit-
nessed firsthand through her painful jour-
ney the failure of healthcare providers to
listen to her needs and put her care and
concerns first. He noted, also, the lack of
comprehensive, compassionate, innovative
and integrated treatment options that took
the whole person into account, and he
vowed to change the face of cancer care in
his mother’s memory.

In 1988, he opened his first Cancer
Treatment Centers of America (CTCA)
hospital and committed this new chapter in
his life’s work to delivering cancer patients
and their families what he aptly coined the
Mother Standard of care; the kind of care
you would want for your loved one. Today,
CTCA is a nationally recognized network
of five regional medical centers providing a
personalized, clinically outstanding,
patient-centered Mother Standard of care
throughout the United States. The hospi-
tals are located in Tulsa, Philadelphia,
Chicago, Phoenix and near Atlanta.

“My fellow Horatio Alger Members and I
are pleased to welcome Richard to the
Association,” remarked Byron Trott, presi-
dent, Horatio Alger Association, and 2011
Horatio Alger Award recipient. “His entre-
preneurial spirit and passionate commit-
ment to caring for others are traits that both
Scholars and Members can appreciate and

LIFE SUPPORT: The Oklahoma Blood Institute recently held its annual Blood Thanks
and Giving Celebration at the Hard Rock Hotel and Casino. The event honors the many
members of the community who generously support Oklahoma Blood Institute's life-sav-
ing mission. Maddi Simmons, second from left, a Bixby high school cheerleader and
bone cancer survivor, needed blood transfusions throughout her treatments. She thanked
three of her 16 blood donors shown above: Daniel Peek of Fort Smith, left, Michael
Kisthardt of Edmond and Ashley Farler of Lawton. As the nation's ninth largest non
profit blood center, Oklahoma Blood Institute serves more than 165 hospitals and med-
ical facilities statewide, including more than 40 in northeastern Oklahoma.

Courtesy Oklahoma Blood Institute

e

RICHARD J STEPHENSON

strive to emulate. Richard’s entire career
has been devoted to helping others rise
above a different kind of adversity - cancer
- providing them with the support, care and
comfort needed to face this life-threatening
challenge. We are confident that Richard
will lend that same heart and dedication to
the Association and we look forward to
working alongside him.”

Stephenson also founded and supports
five unique charities in each of the regions
where his hospitals are located. The
Assistance in Healthcare Foundations pro-
vide millions of dollars in important finan-
cial support to families in need of simple
relief from “everyday” stressful expenses
back home (i.e. rent, food, utilities). He is
a Distinguished Eagle Scout in America, a
3300 Scottish Rite Freemason, and a dedi-
cated global philanthropist, offering his
time, talent and treasure to many non prof-
it organizations with a focus on liberty, pri-
vate property, free markets and individual
freedom. Additionally, in 1991,

Stephenson created the Gateway for Cancer
Research, setting out on a personal quest to
transform cancer research and care by
empowering patients with integrative thera-
pies and innovative treatment options.
Twenty-five years, 3,000 patients, 140
breakthrough clinical trials around the
world and more than $70 million raised
later, his personal quest has become trans-
formative and a beacon of hope for those
diagnosed with cancer.

“Receiving the Horatio Alger Award
means a great deal to me and my family,
and I am grateful,” said Stephenson. “My
mother inspired my career and as a strong
supporter of education herself, I know she’d
be very proud as I receive this honor. The
loving ‘wind beneath my wings,” my five
dynamite children, eight grandchildren,
and beautiful wife, Dr. Stacie Stephenson,
share in this pride. The Horatio Alger
Association is all about lifting people up
and providing hope and support during
their most challenging times. This has been
my life’s mission and I look forward to
working with my fellow members to pro-
vide support for young people as they work
to overcome adversity in pursuit of their
dreams.”

Through its members, Horatio Alger
Association aims to educate young people
about the limitless opportunities afforded
them by the free-enterprise system. To fur-
ther this goal, the organization awards schol-
arships to outstanding high school students
who are committed to pursuing higher edu-
cation and giving back to their communities.
Like Association Members, Horatio Alger
Scholars have faced significant adversities,
but have also displayed unmatched
resilience in overcoming their challenges.
Since the scholarship program was estab-
lished in 1984, Horatio Alger Association
has provided more than $125 million to stu-
dents in need. Scholarships are funded sole-
ly through the generosity of Association
Members, Life Partners and friends.

For more information about Horatio Alger
Association and its Member Class of 2017,
please visit www.horatioalger.org and/or
follow the organization on Facebook,
Twitter and Instagram.

Indexed universal life. Life insurance protection you may need.

Competitive cash value accumulation you want.

Your Local Agent

é

contract, loans and withdra:
ADFLO18

Want permanent life insurance protection that may accumulate cash value, all while allowing you to access
that cash value, while the insurance is in force? Well, now you can have it! Indexed universal life insurance
(IUL) can help balance your needs for life insurance and competitive cash value accumulation. |UL’s
index-linked feature provides more potential for cash value growth than traditional universal life, and the
guaranteed floor means less risk than variable universal life. Which means you can spend more time enjoying
life’s special moments, and less time worrying about how to pay for them.

Call me today for the lower-risk financial growth you want!

W 918.254.4633
CHARLES CAMPBELL

8169 E41STST « TULSA, OK 74145

ccampbell@farmersagent.com
agents.farmers.com/ccampbell

Policy loans and withdrawals will reduce cash surrender value and death benefit. Policy loans are subject to interest charges. If your policy isa modified endowment
wals may be subject to taxes and penalties. Farmers New World Life Insurance Company, 3003 77th Ave. SE, Mercer Island, WA 98040
9-15

£

FARMERS

INSURANCE

LiIvVe MUOSIO)
FOOD TRUOGKS!
LOCGAL ART)

Downtown Jenks
Saturday, May 6
11 a.m. to 6 p.m.

jenkschamber.com/foodtruck

GTR Newspapers: Oklahoma’s Largest Monthly News Group


http://www.horatioalger.org
mailto:ccampbell@farmersagent.com
agents.farmers.com/ccampbell
jenkschamber.com/foodtruck
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St. Bernard’s Dinner Extravaganza is

Annual Event Benefits
Numerous Charities

The St. Bernard’s Catholic
Church Annual Dinner
Extravaganza will be Saturday,
May 13 at 6 p.m. at the
Renaissance Hotel. Tickets are
$100 each, which includes din-
ner, music by The Grady Nichols
Band, 99 drawings for $100 and
the chance to win the 2017 Ford
Mustang pictured at the right or
$25,000.

Proceeds benefit The Center of
Family Love in Okarche, St.
Bernard’s next Habitat for
Humanity House, plus other St.

Bernard’s Charities. Over 40
Silent Auction items including:
Dinner (6) with  Bishop
Konderla and Hallett Motor
Speedway packages, to name a

few. Tickets will be available on

the St.
www.stbernardstulsa.org,
after all Masses. For more infor-
mation contact Phil 918-808-
0600 or Jim 918-855-5030.

Bernard’s website,

The Early Bird deadline is April ‘

2 for Two Round Trip Tickets
anywhere Southwest Airlines
files in the Continental U.S.

and |

May 13

MUSTANG PROB-
ABILITY: An
attendee at the Dinner
Extravaganza will win
the Ford Mustang,
pictured above.
| Among those volun-
| teering for the event
are, from left, Jim
Nicolotti, Msgr. Rev.
Patrick Gaalaas, Paul
Clark, Bob Potwora,
Jim Flusche, Don
Schendt and  Phil
) 4 Doerpinghaus.  The
ol Dinner and Main
Drawing will be May
13 at the Renaissance
Hotel and Convention
Center in Tulsa.

April 2017

BUNNY EXPERIENCE:
Simon, a global leader in retail
real estate, is hosting its annual
Easter celebration festivities at
Woodland Hills Mall, offering
families the chance to participate
in traditional and unique seasonal
events. The Bunny  Photo
Experience runs through
Saturday, April 15 in Center
Court. For all Easter-related
events this year at Woodland Hills,
Visit Simon.com.

SHOPPING:
Canterbury Gifts
Donna’s Fashions

Dynamic Audio

SERVICES:
AAA Oklahoma
Dental Excellence
Enrique’s Salon
Hunter Construction
Piir Lux Nails
Raymond James Financial Services, Inc.

Ve
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Live Music is Back

at Shops of Seville!

Thursdays, 7 — 9 p.m.

Upcoming Dates for
2017:

April 20 — weather date 4/27
May 11 — weather date 5/18
June 15 — weather date 6/22
July 13 — weather date 7/20
Sept 14 — weather date 9/21
Oct 12 — weather date 10/19

Come enjoy the Music and visit the Shops of Seville,
which will be open for you during those hours.

Call 918-299-7100 to check
weather date changes
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Walk Ins
Welcome

Sll()[).‘i ul: S(:\'i"(: ""\‘ & Yill(t
918-496-0000 ‘
WWW.ENRIQUESSALON.COM

SHOPSO

Fun summer casuals
from Fresh Produce —
Back @ Donna’s!

More than just fashion.

Shops of Seville, 101st & Yale
918-299-6565
donnasfashions.com

Red Canyon Massage Therapy
Sarah’s Tailor Shop
Spiffy’s Cleaners
State Farm Insurance
Wink Optique
The Winbury Group
Zeller Photography

DINING:
The Bistro at Seville
Café Seville

Casually Elegant
Private Dining

1/2 Price
| Appetizers from
4-6 Everyday!
Open at 11 Daily
Dine in &
Carry Out

HOME+ EXCEPTIONAL GIFTS + CANDLES

Sop on into Spring!
7| [N g il

Contificates (Taaifable
101sT & YALE SHOPS OF SEVILLE PHONE 299-0022

TAILOR SHOP

All Types of
Men’s & Women'’s
Alterations

SHOPS OF SEVILLE
10051 S. YaLe
Surte 102
918-299-6102

CALL 254-1515 FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION

- More Than Just Towing
Make vacation dollars go farther with
- AAA Travel
Save money with great rates from
AAA Insurance
Enjoy a variety of savings with
AAA Discounts and Rewards

Call/(918)296-9600, Click AAA.com

or Visit 10051 . Yale, #106 today!



http://www.stbernardstulsa.org
donnasfashions.com
www.thebistroatseville.com
www.enriquessalon.com
aaa.com
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Beacon Building Remains with 0wnershtp Changes
i

When I was in grade school, I
received a weekly allowance of 75
cents. I supplemented this princely
sum by washing

the Commercial Building. First
owned by James M. and Carl W.
Gillette, Patrick M. Kerr, and
Elliott L. Mills, the

the neighbors’ . building was
cars and other On ArChItectu re renamed the
odd jobs. On a Security National
good month, I Bank Building and
pulled in $6. In a year later the
the 1950s, this Tulsa Trust
was big money. Building; the

The highlight of building changed
my month was to names every time
go with my dad to it changed owners.
our bank to add a After oilman and
couple of dollars philanthropist
to my savings Waite Phillips took
account. Our ownership of the
bank was The building, it

Fourth National
Bank located in
the Beacon
Building, 406 S.
Boulder Ave.

Through  the
eyes of a young

By ROGER COFFEY, AIA

became the
Beacon Building
because the
Beacon Insurance
Company was a
major tenant. In
1942, Phillips gave

boy, I remember a

grand two-story lobby with a sub-
stantial mezzanine accessible by
several spiral brass stairs. These
amazed me; [ always wanted to
climb one which, of course my dad
didn’t permit. The bank remained
in this location until 1967 when it
moved to a larger facility.

The eight-story Beacon Building
at the southwest corner of Fourth
Street and Boulder Avenue was
built in 1923 and originally called

the building to the
Southwest Art Association with
the stipulation that the income
from the building help maintain
Philbrook Museum of Art.

The Beacon Building has passed
through a number of owners since
then. In 1983, during a multi-mil-
lion-dollar remodel, two different
transformer explosions spilled
toxic chemicals onto tile floors and
basement mechanical ducts. It was
over five years before the air in the

building was deemed environmen-
tally safe to allow occupancy.

The 65-foot lighthouse mounted
on the roof at the northeast corner
(called The Beacon) lost its light-
ing in the 1950s when air condi-
tioning was installed, and the elec-
trical system couldn’t handle both.
In 1976, the lighthouse was
removed due to roof leaks. It has
recently been found in the base-
ment and may soon be reinstalled
along with other improvements
underway by the current building
owner.

At the exterior, the ground floor
is faced with limestone around a
series of two-story arches (four on
the north and six on the east, with
rectangular openings at the cor-
ners). Between this row of open-
ings are Doric pilasters. Above
these is a projecting stone band
with a dentil pattern, a wave pat-
tern, and an egg and dart molding.
The second through seventh floors
feature pairs of steel windows in a
red brick facade. At the seventh-
floor window heads are limestone
brackets supporting a projecting
molding below the eighth-floor
windows, which are framed in
stone. A strong cornice above a
massive dentil pattern soffit sup-
ports a parapet balustrade of stone.
Three original projecting canopies
at the east elevation identify the
location of the original building
entrances.

Courtesy photo

ORIGINAL LIGHTHOUSE:
The Beacon Building, 406 S.
Boulder Ave., was built in 1923. Its
65-foot lighthouse was recently

found in the buildings basement F

and may soon be reinstalled by the
current building owner.

In the center was the main lobby
serviced by three elevators. The
bank space and other ground floor
tenant spaces were wrapped
around this lobby in a U-shape. To
the south of the building is a vacant
lot which, during the Fourth
National occupancy, was the loca-
tion of the bank’s drive-through.

Today, the Beacon Building, as
when it was first built, provides
general office space for a wide
range of tenants.

ROSSY GILLE for GTR Newspapers
RECENTLY IMPROVED:
Today, the Beacon Building, at
Fourth Street and Boulder Avenue,
provides general office space for a
wide range of tenants and has cur-
rently undergone a million-dollar
renovation.

Spring Cleaning: A Great Time to Brush Up on Recycling Know-How

Spring signals a time to dust off our
winter homes, and clear out the clut-
ter. For some recy-

tle is smaller than the bottom of the
bottle, it probably recycles. Single-
use water or

clers, this is diffi-
cult, faced with
needing to discard
items that have no
recycling plan in
place. Residents of
Tulsa County can
indulge in ensuring
their cast away
items benefit our
community through
better reuse and
recycling program-
ming.

Focus on the Four
Tulsa home own-
ers enjoy curbside

Trash Talk

ketchup bottles
both recycle.
Yogurt or dairy
containers do
not. While
Plastics  #1-7
are accepted,
keep in mind
that only #1, 2
and 5 can cur-
rently be recy-
cled but hope-
fully all will be
in the near
future. Also, no
plastic  bags
can be recycled
curbside.

recycling but once
recycling becomes
routine, it’s easy to
begin putting more

By BETH TURNER
Tulsa Master Recyclers Association

2. Paper: This
includes card-
board boxes,
pizza boxes,

in the recycling bin
than can be recycled. City managers
remind us that curbside, only four
main items recycle:

1. Plastics If the top of a plastic bot-

non-corrugat-
ed cardboard such as your cereal
boxes, your junk mail, and regular
paper. Paper that gets damp from
comingling with other recyclables is

perfectly fine. As long as your paper
does not have a plastic or wax coat-
ing, it’s accepted.

3. Metals: Aluminum, brass, cop-
per and steel are recyclable curbside.
Aluminum foil is in general too con-
taminated after home use. A note
about our waste heading to the land-
fill, a giant magnet sweeps over our
trash-to-energy service before the
ashes are deposited in the landfill,
which snags any salvageable metals
for recycling.

4. Glass jars and bottles: While it
may alert neighbors to a recently
hosted party as the bottles clang into
your curbside container, filling the
bin with empty wine bottles is
encouraged.

Now that consistent recycling
reveals how much waste we create
that cannot be recycled, you’re sure
to start searching for where your dis-
carded items can be properly man-
aged.

Those Piles of Clothes!

Refresh your wardrobe as well as a
neighbor’s by attending Tulsa’s
Young Professionals Clothing Swap.

Saturday, April 22 from 1-3 p.m;
bring your once-favored frocks to the
downtown Tulsa City-County
Library and swap them out for some-
thing new-to-you. Organizers say
that getting a refreshed wardrobe is
just one of the goals for hosting this
event. “We also want to raise aware-
ness and educate the community
about the environmental and ethical
costs when people buy new versus
used, and encourage the budding
trend to thrift first, buy second.”

All clothes left after the swap will
be donated to a local nonprofit
organization.

Discarding Hazard Safely

Thanks to years of overwhelming
response, the City of Tulsa created a
permanent drop-off site for haz-
ardous waste. Numbers show that in
2016, the site served approximately
1,300 customers and collected more
than 44 tons of hazardous materials.

To toss your waste safely, simply
make one phone call at 918-591-
4325 for a line-free drop-oft in down-
town Tulsa. This service is free of
charge for Tulsa residents. For any-
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4306 South Peoria-918-574-2727 (BSAS)
—Fri.10-5 Sat. 10-3

10% Off Gunite Pool Construction

o Certified Professional Builder
e Voted Finalist for Best of Tulsa
¢ Proud Member of the Tulsa HBA

10% Off Kitchen & Bathroom
Remodeling
m@ 10% Off Attic Build Out or
% Room Add-on
N)@@ﬁ Gh 10% Off Whole Home Remodeling

Sunrlsecunstrubtlmi com e SonrlseGun ePools. uom

918-357-7777

one living outside of Tulsa, you can
drop off up to 60 pounds of waste for
free. For a complete list of accepted
items, log on to cityoftulsa.org, or
call the number listed above.

E-Waste Drop-Off

Electronic waste is another item
that requires expert handling in
ensuring it is recycled properly. The
Tulsa Community benefits from a
partnership between locally owned
and operated Natural Evolutions and
The Met. Last year, statistics show
that Natural Evolutions processed
more than 66 tons of material. Find
drop-off sites at MetRecycle.com,
or at naturalevolutions.com. You can
also mark your calendars for a drop-
off event for e-waste and old tires
Saturday, May 13th on the TCC
Northeast Campus.

Be Eco-Inspired

New inventions pop up like spring
flowers, and it’s incredibly inspiring.
Here are a few headlines to remind
us that today’s desires for a smaller
carbon footprint can create a more
positive future.

Smartflower is a new, fully-func-
tional pop-up solar generator that
unfolds like a flower and follows the
sun throughout the day, collecting
energy for you to power your home.
See more at smartflower.com

After a visit to Peru, Dr. Carmen
Hijosa created cloth from pineapple
leaves that mimics the look, feel,
and durability of leather with none
of the toxic runoff produced from
most clothing manufacturing. Find
out more at ananas-anam.com.

Music meets recycling thanks to a
UK band named DirtyMurph and
the Kerbside Recyclers. According
to wastedive.com, this band came
together in jest, and is now on their
third album. You can hear and pur-
chase such hits as Re-Use Shop at
www.dirtymurph.bandcamp.com.

Thanks to You

It’s your interests that power imagi-
nations to create new, better, less
wasteful products to supply our needs
and demands. So, keep demanding
better, Tulsa! We’re all worth it!

Send in your thoughts, opinions
and innovative ideas to bethturn-
er@me.com or tweet —me
@TrashTalkTulsa.

GTR Newspapers: Oklahoma’s Largest Monthly News Group
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CANdlelight Ball Provides Strong Support to CAN

By EMILY RAMSEY
Managing Editor

On April 21, the Child Abuse
Network will hold its fifth annual
CANdlelight Ball, the nonprofit’s
primary fundraising event, an event
that proves more necessary each
year as the demand for CAN’s serv-
ices continues to grow, notes event
co-chair and board president-elect
Cari Marshall.

Over the past five years, CAN,
located at 2829 S. Sheridan Rd., has
seen a l4-percent increase in total
number of children served, current-
ly serving approximately 2,500
children annually.

“Our facility was created to serve
about 40 children per month, and
now we are serving 50 per week,”
Marshall says.

“Our greatest limitation is space.”

Yet, while many local organiza-
tions serve children, CAN’s focus is
unique, she continues.

CAN endeavors to reduce the re-
traumatization of child abuse vic-
tims by offering one location with
all multidisciplinary groups on site.
Therefore, the child is able to report

Spark 2017:

Camp Fire Green Country will
hold its second annual fundraiser
Spark 2017: Trivia Night on April
27 at 6 p.m. at the Mike Fretz
Event Center, 11545 E. 43rd St.
The evening will include dinner
and a cash bar, a silent auction,
and live event trivia.

Proceeds raised at Spark 2017
benefit Camp Fire’s programs
and mission to provide all chil-
dren the opportunity to develop a
better understanding of who they
are and gain greater self-confi-
dence and the knowledge that
they can make a difference, says
Camp Fire Executive Director
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Ashley Hudgeons, Event Co-Chair; Max & Marian Vowel, Honorary Chairs; Cari Marshall, Event Co-Chair

his/her abuse one time and one time
only, says Marshall.

The on-site groups include Tulsa
City and County law enforcement
officers and those from surrounding
areas, the Tulsa County District
Attorney’s office, medical pediatri-

cians from the University of
Oklahoma-Tulsa’s  School  of
Community Medicine, the

Oklahoma Department of Human
Services child welfare investigators,
and Child Abuse Network staff.

“It’s a seamless communication
between the teams in order to mini-
mize added trauma and prevent
future child abuse. This service is
not duplicated anywhere in the
community,” Marshall says.

Once a child abuse report is made
to either DHS or the authorities and
verified, CAN is the next stop, says
CAN  Community  Relations
Consultant Brandi Moore. Services
for the child are then coordinated
through the Children’s Advocacy
Center. A child can receive a foren-
sic interview, a medical examination
and/or a mental health consultation
to connect them to the therapeutic
services within the community.

Renee Meek.

The nonprofit organization
serves over 2,000 children,
grades Pre-K — 12, in Tulsa and
Northeastern Oklahoma through
after-school clubs, teen leader-
ship training, and camp and out-
door programs. Camp Fire’s
structured programming includes
STEM and critical thinking activ-
ities.

“Eighty percent of the children
Camp Fire serves come from
low-income or disadvantaged
homes, who often don’t have the
opportunity to participate in
after-school activities,”

says

I’}

DLELIGHT BALL

Benefitting the Child Abuse Network, Inc.

Friday, April 21, 2017

Sponsorships & Tickets childabusenetwork.org OR 918-624-0217

Sponsors hillcrest The Barnett Family G"ﬁ Lou and Connie Miller

Include:  HealhCare System

Foundation

=n===s== (haritable Foundation

CAN provides a connection with
other local agencies, such as Family
and Children’s Services and the
Parent Child Center of Tulsa, in
order to aid victims and their fami-
lies going forward.

“If we don’t do the right thing for =

these children, the cycle will
repeat,” says Marshall, who devel-
oped a heart for children growing
up in a family that fostered children.

Marshall’s youngest sister was
originally fostered by her family.

Being around foster children
helped me to see that “these kids
are dealing with many things,
dealing with trauma and displace-
ment, and they need help,”
Marshall says.

Marshall became involved with
CAN four years ago, drawn by the
overall mission.

“Instilling hope, that’s the mission
of CAN,” she says.

The CANdlelight Ball is a black-
tie event at the Mayo Hotel, 115 W.
Sth St., featuring dinner and danc-
ing.

CAN is proud to announce Max
and Marian Vowel as the Honorary
Chairs for this years’ CANdlelight

Meek.

Just Plane Fun was Camp Fire’s
previous fundraising event,
which ran for 18 years. However,
the organization began searching
for new ways to engage its donors
and guests and to better share
Camp Fire’s mission and efforts
in the community, says Meek.

For information on tickets and |

sponsorships, call 918-592-2267
or visit TulsaCampFire.org.

All new and increased sponsor-
ships will be doubled through a
challenge grant provided by the
George Kaiser Family
Foundation.

“Courtesy TOM GILBERT

UPCOMING FUNDRAISER: The Child Abuse Network will hold its
fifth annual CANdlelight Ball on April 21 at the Mayo Hotel, 115 W. 5th
St. Max and Marian Vowel, front left, will serve as the event'’s honorary
chairs. Also pictured are Hillcrest HealthCare System CEO Kevin Gross,
top left, for Presenting Sponsor Hillcrest; Howard Barnett, for
Presenting Sponsor the Barnett Family Foundation; event co-chairs
Ashley Hudgeons, center, and Cari Marshall; and Chef Justin Thompson,
right, who will serve as event emcee.

Ball and Ashley Hudgeons as event
co-chair with Marshall.

For  additional info on
CANdlelight Ball tickets, sponsor-

ship opportunities or donation
opportunities, call 918-624-0217 or
email events@childabusenet-
work.org.

Trivia Night to Further Camp Flre S MlSSlOIl

Courtesy Camp Fire Green Country

BENEFITING DISADVANTAGED YOUTH: Camp Fire Green
Country will hold its second annual fundraiser Spark 2017: Trivia Night
on April 27 at 6 p.m. at the Mike Fretz Event Center, 11545 E. 43rd St.

SPECIALTY MEATS
‘Home of the Deboned Chicken & the Famous Turducken’

Time to Order for Easter!

Some of our Easter Favorites...
Honey and Cajun Honey Glazed Spiral Sliced Hams,
Fresh Homemade pie & Bread Pudding

Come see us for Lunch or Dinner!
The Best Cajun Food By Real Cajuns!

2101 E. 71 St. faéKeEUS:JNJ J 918.298.8400

Just West of 71 & Lewis .
b the Big Red House) www.cajuned.com

¥4 LIVE UNITED
s

Utica Square

918.587.2566 + ihloffspa.com

[HLOFE-—SALON anp DAV §PA

bringing balance and beauty to life

AVEDA

+ 83rd & Memorial « Hyatt Regency Downtown LIFESTYLE SALON & SPA

CALL 254-1515 FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION


mailto:events@childabusenet-work.org
mailto:events@childabusenet-work.org
mailto:events@childabusenet-work.org
www.cajuned.com
ihloffspa.com
childabusenetwork.org
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SUNDAY

GOLDEN EAGLES vs.
Baseball

918-495-6000 for info.

SWAN LAKE y
3 p.m. §§
myticketoffice.com for tickets.
EXxcIsioN

8 p.m.

Visit cainsballroom.com for
more information.

The Tulsa Drillers Return To ONEOK Field In April. Home Opener is April 13 vs. Midland.

MONDAY

TUESDAY

I CAN'T IMPROV WITH
MARK FRANK

McKeon Center for Creativity
12 - 12:45 p.m.
Visit tulsacc.edu for
more information.

BEETHOVEN Book
EVENT
Central Library
7 p.m.

Visit
chambermusictulsa.org
for more information.

Visit tulsalibrary.org for more
information.

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

Foop TrRuck WEDNESDAY | | SPLIT LiP RAYFIELD ALEXANDER WHO’S Nor
Guthrie Green Cain’s Ballroom gOT Nort Nor Nor Y
11:30 a.m. — 1:30 p.m. 8 p.m. 'OING TO MOVE §
Visit guthriegreen.com for more Visit cainsballroom.com for PAC Trust A\ g
information. more information. 7 p.m.
AbuLT Book DISCUSSION GEORGE THOROGOOD myticketoffice.com for tickets.
Bixby Library AND THE DESTROYERS
2-3pm. Hard Rock Hotel and Casino THE LAST DAYs oF J
“The Invention of Wings'" by 8 p.m. JUDAS ISCARIOT \
Sue Monk Kidd. Visit Visit hardrocktulsa.com for Theatre Pops §§'
tulsalibrary.org for more info. more information. 8 p.m.

Ask us about ID myticketoffice.com for tickets.
gRé‘UN Canpy LivE! 4 Fraud Protectlon L
G \¥ € Central Bank
myticketoffice.com for tickets. ::n I:!c[t‘dzgm —

@

Theatre Pops

BLACK GRACE

LiFe IN CoLor

Visit bokcenter.com for more

THE LAST DAYS OF \ p
8 p.m.

Choregus Productions \

8 p.m. §§
BOK Center

information.

South Dakota St. * 1 p.m. a
Tulsa Ballet
Cain’s Ballroom

THE LAST DAYS OF 4
JUDAS ISCARIOT
Theatre Pops §§'
2 p.m.

myticketoffice.com for tickets.
HERMITAGE PIANO TRIO
Chamber Music Tulsa

3 p.m. \§=
myticketoffice.com for tickets.
WINTER Jam 2017

BOK Center

6 p.m.

Visit bokcenter.com for more
information.

HIRING EVENT f
Goodwill Job Connection

10 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Visit goodwilltulsa.org

for more information.

L CaN'T Do STAND

Up wiTH BLUE WHALE
CoMmEDY FESTIVAL
McKeon Center for Creativity
12 — 12:45 p.m.

Visit tulsacc.edu for more
information.

RECYCLABLE ART
Central Library
4-5p.m.
Visit tulsalibrary.org for
more information.
Panic! At THE
Disco
BOK Center
7 p.m.
Visit bokcenter.com for more
information.
‘We offer Health
Savings Accounts

(M) Central Bank
. of Oklahoma

BROwNIES 5K/ FUN
Roor BEER RUN

Cascia Hall West Field

12:30 p.m.

Visit facebook.com/browniesclas-
sic for more information.

THE LAST DAYS OF 4
JUDAS ISCARIOT
Theatre Pops \§
2 p.m.

mytlcketoffice com for tickets.

EASTER PAGEANT
Rose Event Center, B. A.

2 p.m.
Call 918-991-4083 for more info.

ARTIST MICHAEL KNIGIN

PAC Gallery \o 4
¥

April 5-27

FREE exhibit.

BACHELOR'S BUTTONS AND
SUNFLOWERS

Brookside

Library P
All day |
Visit ’
tulsalibrary.org

for more
information.

Strong roots, Endless possibilities.

DRAWING ON MEMORIES
Gilcrease Museum

10 a.m. - 12 p.m.

Visit alz.org/oklahoma for
more information.

IC LOVE STORY

TAGE §§.

Celebrity Attractions
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

gmry DANCING — THE
N

7:30 p.m.

SATURDAY
JupAs IScarior
mytlcketofﬁce com for tickets.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.
7 p.m.—12 am.

e

o

BROWN BAG IT: TUI.SA }'HE Lf}sr Daysor }'HE L/}ST DaysoF L.O.V. THE ART WHH]J\}U
AMERATA UDAS ISCARIOT UDAS ISCARIOT OK Performing Arts

PAC Trust \§ Theatre Pops §§ Theatre Pops §§’ 7 p.m. §§

12:10 p.m. 8 p.m. 8 p.m. myticketoffice.com for tlckets

This event is FREE. myticketoffice.com for tickets. myticketoffice.com for tickets. 7SO C 7cs: B S’

GREAT DECISIONS: CHRIS Rock EASTER IsLAND Music REQUIELM’SS S p!

CURRENT EVENTS River Spirit Event Center & CAMPING FESTIVAL Tulsa Symphony \§§-

DiscussioN GROUP 8 p.m. Valley Park 7:30 p.m.

South Broken Arrow Visit riverspirittulsa.com for April 6 - 8 e o (o et

Library s more information. V1s1t easterislandfestival.com

1 = 3 »+ | DOG NIGHT WITH PETSWELL IR Ak, THE LAST DAYS OF

Visit X 'PAMRY AND Turs4 SPCA IGNATURE [ OPS: JubpAs IScARIOT \ 4

tulsalibrary.org & Vg e SIGNATURE CELTIC Theatre Pops §§'

for more 7 Il::": otanic Garden TCC Van Trease PACE 8 p.m. 2

information. { ﬁ ) Visit tulsabotanic.org for info. 7 mytlcketoﬂ‘ice com for tickets.

Visit tulsacc.edu for more info.
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DIRTY DANCING
Celebrity Attractions

4
7:30 p.m. §§

myticketoffice.com for tickets.

STS9

Cain’s Ballroom

8 p.m.

Visit cainsballroom.com for
more information.

TuLsA DRILLERS
vs. Midland

e~ X
Visit www.tulsadrillers.com

7:05 p.m
for more information

TuLsA DRILLERS
vs. Midland

7:05 pm. * April 14-15 ﬁ
Visit www.tulsadrillers.com

for more information

DIRTY DANCING 2
Celebrity Attractions §§‘
7:30 p.m. ¢ April 13-14 X

myticketoffice.com for tickets.

Free small business checking

‘ Central Bank
of Oklahoma

Strong roots. Endless possibilitie:

SUNRISE
EASTER

7 a.m.

DIRTY DANCING
myticketoffice.com for tickets.
8 p.m.

SERVICE

Visit guthriegreen.com for more
Celebrity Attractions

BUG By Tracy LETTS
Visit tulsacc.edu for more info.

Trout UNLIMITED
MONTHLY MEETING
| __Hardesty Regional Library
"\ March 13-18
\\ 4= Visit tulsaflyfishers.org for
more information.

BoLLYWOOD AND BEYOND
South Asian Performing Arts
Foundation \\ £
7:30 p.m.

myticketoffice.com for tickets.

NATURAL EGG DYEING
Tulsa Botanic Garden

7 p.m.

Visit tulsabotanic.org for more
information.

DIRTY DANCING
Celebrity Attractions

Vi
2 & 8 p.m. §§.

myticketoffice.com for tickets.

JEFF FOXWORTHY AND
LARRY THE CABLE GUY
BOK Center

7:30 p.m.

Visit bokcenter.com for more
information.

AARON WATSON

Cain’s Ballroom

8:30 p.m.

Visit cainsballroom.com for
more information.

20

Strong roots. Endless possibilities

Guthrie Green
information.

\ 4
2 & 7 p.m. §§
TCC Van Trease PACE

more information.

information.

Visit riverspirittulsa.com for info.

TuLsA DRILLERS CHE MALAMBO 4|| ||TuLsA DRILLERS ANNIE GET YOUR GUN MICHAEL A. MCFAUL ANNIE GET YOUR GUN
vs. Frisco Choregus Productions §§' vs. Frisco Presented by Sand Springs\ Tulsa Town Hall Presented by Sand Springs \ 4
7:05 p.m. 7 p.m. A 12:05 p.m. Community Theatre 10:30 a.m. \§ Community Theatre x
Visit www.tulsadrillers.com mytlcketofﬁce com for tickets. Visit www.tulsadrillers.com 7:30 p.m. * April 20-21 myticketoffice.com for tickets. 7:30 p.m.
for more information s for more information myticketoffice.com for tickets. RE P F, myticketoffice.com for tickets.
LAY I'E. AL
LIFE’s M USICAL o e UmPHREY’S MCGEE WELLNESS NIGHT - Y0GA | |(g. h:ﬁﬁw Campmfy'm/\ REVERB PLAY FEanAL
ONDAYS 7:05 p.m. Cuain’s Ballroom IN THE GA.RDEN 7 p.m. \§' Echo Theatre Company \

C‘ascm I-‘Iall PAC Visit www.tulsadrillers.com 7 p.m. Tulsa Botanic Garden myticketoffice.com for tickets. 2 &7 p.m. xg
5:30 - 7:30 p.m. for more information Visit cainsballroom.com for 6 p.m. . myticketoffice.com for tickets.
Visit lifeseniorservices.com for more information. Visit tulsabotanic.org for more CHRIS Borri 4
MLOKE [ DAEIROT: ADAM SANDLER THE 1975 information. 35 Concerts A\ A PERFECT CIRCLE

New Name. Same Banll: giver Spirit Event Center Brady Theater SMOKEY ROBINSON 7:30 p.m. §§ ISIOK Center

p.m. 7 p.m. River Spirit Event Cent, i 4 ickets. [DAT:
. Sl’eolr(Tcl:haomBaan Visit riverspirittulsa.com for Vil;it bradytheater.com for more 8 tl‘;e,; TR ey myticketoffice.com for fickets Visit bokcenter.com for more

information.

25

26

28

29

®

ANNIE GET YOUR GUN TuLs4 DRILLERS TuLsA DRILLERS TuLsA DRILLERS TuLsA DRILLERS TuLsA DRILLERS IRr1s SHOW
Sand Springs §§J vs. Arkansas ﬁ vs. Arkansas vs. Arkansas vs. Arkansas vs. NW Arkansas ]Tglsa“Garden Center
Community Theatre 7:05 p.m. 7:05 p.m. 4:05 p.m. 7:05 p.m. 7:05 p.m. ¢ April 28-29 —4 p.m.
2 p.m. b Visit www.tulsadrillers.com Visit www.tulsadrillers.com Visit www.tulsadrillers.com Visit www.tulsadrillers.com Visit www.tulsadrillers.com Visit tulsairis.com for
myticketoffice.com for tickets. for more information for more information for more information for more information for more information more information.
REVERB PLaY FESTIAL || | Ea7 BETTER, MOVE LunNcH AND LEARN WiTH | | PAWS FOR READING ANNIE GET YOUR GUN KENNY ROGERS ANNIE GET YOUR GUN
Echo Theatre Company \ MORE TuLs4 MASTER Owasso Library Presented by Sand Springs River Spirit Event Center Presented by Sand Springs A\ 2
2 p.m. \s Owasso Library _ GARDENERS 4-5p.m. Community Theatre § 8:30 p.m. Community Theatre §§
myticketoffice.com for tickets. 11 a.m. - 12 p.m. R W Central Library Visit tulsalibrary.org for info. 7:30 p.m. * April 27-28 Visit riverspirittulsa.com for 2 & 7:30 p.m. .
P Visit 12 10 — 12:50 p.m. MUSiC NiGHT WiTH PolL myticketoffice.com for tickets. more information. myticketoffice.com for tickets.
N o PAC tulsalibrary.org % ﬁ}:‘s‘nfot;‘:sﬂ;},’rr;?n‘;‘f BENIAMAN BAND TuLsA CAMERATA: More Bank for your Buck.|| | 80s ProM
7:30 p.m. LT T Tulsa Botanic Garden DREAMS AND PRAYERS Central Bank Cain’s Ballroom
Visit guthriegreen.com for more : 7 p.m. * April 27 Philbrook Museum of Art t Oklah 9 p.m.
SR Visit tulsabotanic.org for more 7 p.m. e O ahoma Visit cainsballroom.com for

i information. Visit philbrook.org for info. Strong roots, Endless possiblliies. more information.

Central Bank
of Oklahoma

Strong roots. Endless possibilities:
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Tulsa Native Grows Music Career

By EMILY RAMSEY
Managing Editor

A budding music producer with
ties to Tulsa took his very first
walk on the red carpet at this
year’s Grammy Awards on Feb.
12.

Tulsa native Derek Blankenship
is the nephew of former
University of Tulsa head football
coach Bill Blankenship. His par-
ents and grandparents all still
reside in the greater Tulsa area.

Derek Blankenship moved to
Los Angeles in 2012 and, thanks
to a series of “right place at the
right time” moments, has worked
as a production assistant for the
Grammys since 2014.

For the 2017 Grammys,
Blankenship walked the red car-
pet, representing himself as a pro-
ducer, musician and composer,
walking with the likes of John
Legend, Ryan Tedder, Carrie
Underwood, Lady Gaga, all of
whom he spoke to briefly.

“To be walking among those
artists, it was a dream come true,”
he says.

Blankenship also worked as
stage manager for the show, and
he made sure to bring up his Tulsa
ties to Tedder and Underwood
back stage.

Since moving to L.A.,
Blankenship has been working to
build a career as a music produc-
er, operating under the name The
Northern Lights.

Blankenship has been playing
music since he was six years old
when he took up guitar lessons
and was in his first band by fourth
grade.

After graduating high school, he
attended Baylor University, pur-
suing a film and digital media

Rebecca

By KYLIE McFERRIN
Contributing Writer

Not everyone grows up becom-
ing one with trees, but Rebecca
Norton did. It was her escape and
it seems not much has changed
since. As a child, the woods were
a friend while living in New
England, and now a licensed coun-
selor  with  degrees from
Louisianna State University and
Amberton University, the trees are
still her constant friends as her
continuous work in the greenbelt
behind her Minshall Park neigh-
borhood home in south Tulsa can
attest.

Moving to the neighborhood in
1998 with husband, Doug, Norton
was drawn to the trees yet again. It
felt like home, the home she iden-
tifies with. “So, you see, trees and
woods have always saved my life.
When I saw the woods in the
greenbelt, I knew I was home,” she
says.

Upon exploring the area and
noticing the extreme amounts of
erroneous material dumped among
the trees, her mission began.
Working steadily to begin remov-
ing the trash, the momentum
picked up.

Asked why she began her
cleanup of the greenbelt, she says,
“I would take my dogs for a walk
most mornings. I noticed how
much trash and dumping that there
was in the greenbelt so I began to
clean up.

“I found an air conditioning unit,
car seat, truck door, shag carpet,
truck tires, and lots of debris that
would be dumped after trees were
cut near electric lines. Smokers,
all kinds of planters, debris that
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GRAMMY APPEARANCE:
Derek Blankenship, nephew of for-
mer University of Tulsa head foot-
ball coach Bill Blankenship, stands
on the red carpet at the 2017
Grammy Awards, on Feb. 12.
Blankenship is making a name for
himself as a music producer.

degree, but left after a couple
years, questioning what he ulti-
mately wanted to do with his
musical aspirations.

He took the next few years
deciding on his next steps, gain-
ing the advice of those in the
music industry, “asking myself if
this is what I really want to do,”
Blankenship says.

In 2012, he made the jump to
L.A. with $1,000 in his pocket, he
continues.

Through some serendipitous
situations, Blankenship secured
a job with NBC Universal, wear-
ing a number of hats as a tour
guide, errand runner, and pro-
duction assistant on shows such
as The Big Bang Theory and The
Voice.

“That opportunity allowed me to
get my foot in the door, network
and meet people that I admired,”
he says.

All the while, Blankenship still
pursued his own music projects
by mixing and composing music,
selling it online, and gaining a
following of more than 40,000
people on SoundCloud.

Many of his albums have
received high ratings, including,
in 2015, his album Teenage
Wasteland, which was named top
album of the year by New Retro
Wave.

As his exposure rose, he began
receiving attention from artists
looking to collaborate.

Currently, he is working with
Dana Jean Phoenix, a Canadian
musician, and with Vast Hill, a
band from Sydney, Australia, cre-
ating music for their upcoming
albums and spending upwards of
16 hours in the studio each day, he
says.

But, as far as he is concerned,
there’s no where else he would
rather be.

“One thing that L.A. has taught
me is that I don’t want to be an
actor,” he says. “I love working
behind the scenes and working
with artists.”

As Blankenship continues to
advance his dreams, he is eager to
encourage others to do the same:
“I just want people to know, don’t
let anyone tell you no; just go for
it.”

CENTRAL LIBRARY CELEBRATES
100,000TH CHECKOUT

LOYAL CUSTOMER: Michael Mullens,
100,000th checkout customer, holds his prize of an Amazon Echo
with Buddy Ingalls, Central Library manager.
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Central Library’s

In February, Tulsa City-
County  Library’s  Central
Library reached a milestone
since its reopening: its
100,000th checkout of printed
materials.

Since opening in October
2016, Central Library has seen a
daily traffic count of more than
1,500 people and a steady flow
of customers exploring new
library features including the
maker space, digital learning
lab and scenic study rooms
overlooking downtown Tulsa.

“This is an exciting time as
visitors continue to marvel at
the beautiful downtown library,”

said Buddy Ingalls, Central
Library manager.
Library customer Michael

Mullens was the person check-

ing out the 100,000th item, and
he was rewarded with an
Amazon Echo.

“I was not expecting this. It
was a real shocker to win,” said
Mullens, who regularly visits
Central Library. “As a reader, |
appreciate the new library and
how easy it is to find the books
you like to read.”

Now, librarians are preparing
for the next milestone: the 1
millionth checkout.

“Even as many readers transi-
tion to accessing library materi-
als on tablets, smartphones and
other digital devices, there is
still a strong demand for a phys-
ical copy of a book,” said
Ingalls. “Our main objective is
to connect people with informa-
tion in a format they prefer.”

Norton is at Home in Her Greenbelt

yard workers would throw there,
and of course all kinds of miscel-
laneous trash. I still continue to
find the trash on a regular basis.”

Working with Up With Trees via
the City of Tulsa foresters helped
Norton recognize which vines
were hurting the indigenous trees,
some of which are red buds as well
as ancient oaks. By clearing the
vines and other species that have
been continually preventing
growth of native trees, Norton’s
work has ensured that they are sta-
ble and flourishing. She certainly
doesn’t discount help from local
neighbors. Many have stepped in
to lend a hand to her efforts.

“Some of our neighbors have
decided to pitch in and help with
some of the projects. I’ve gotten a
chance to get to know more about
several of my neighbors, and this
has turned out to be a lot of fun,”
she says.

When it comes to projects
beyond her work with the trees and
planting of native plants, Norton
has constructed “wattle fences”
throughout the corridor of her
greenbelt section, which hold a
dual purpose. Not only do they
look nice but they also help with
soil erosion.  Although a wattle
fence may sound mysterious, it is a
medieval fence woven from tree
branches, in which neighbors have
also learned to craft themselves
with her instruction. Some resi-
dents are beginning to use them in
their own yards after seeing her
work. Yet another delight hidden
in Norton’s greenbelt are hand-
made wooden tepees, also created
with branches. These structures
have even taken in a new resident
or two.
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LADY OF THE WOODS: Minshall Park nelghborhood resident Rebecca Norton works hard to keep her
nearby greenbelt free of debris from natural and man-made sources.

“One tepee is being occupied by
a critter right now and it will be
interesting to see if birds take up
residence in some of them as well.
So, you see the wood structures
were a solution to the wood debris
problem. One of the best things
that came out of this, but I never
planned, is that so many people
love wood structures. One of the
best compliments was from a per-
son who said that it looks like
Narnia down there,” she says.

Narnia indeed! The extreme

time, attention, and utter determi-
nation to refurbish a greenbelt in
south Tulsa is not lost on many.
Norton’s work has inspired her
neighbors and friends to pitch in to
help ensure her vision maintains
itself. It isn’t just her work, but
her passion and creativity that
make the greenbelt a magical
place.

“For a while I felt like the Lone
Ranger down here in the green-
belt, but now I feel like I have a
support group with neighbors and

the Home Owners Association.
Long-term I hope that others will
take up my efforts to be good
stewards of such a blessing that we
have here. Oh, I plan on living
until some other nut that likes all
the dirty work comes along and
takes over for me,” she says.

One thing is for certain: Rebecca
Norton’s time and attention to
trees, wildlife, and plants has
invigorated not only the greenbelt,
but those who live near it. She is
indeed a true Lady of the Woods.
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