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Empty Bowl success
The Empty Bowl Soup Dinner was held on Friday, March 31, at the Ocean City Center for the Arts, benefiting the food
pantry at Diakonia and the programs of the Art League of Ocean City. More than 250 people attended the event and
enjoyed soup provided by Ocean City area restaurants, served in pottery bowls handmade by the community.

Diakonia board members Carol Rose and Ann Augustine enjoy the event.

OPA launches
‘PinesAlerts’

The Ocean Pines Association is increasing the
public’s awareness of emergencies through the use
of its new ‘PinesAlerts’ notification system, which is
being powered by the Delmarva Broadcasting Com-
pany.

“We were looking for an effective way to easily
disseminate important information to the residents
and guests of Ocean Pines,” said Denise Sawyer, di-
rector of Marketing and Public Relations for the
Ocean Pines Association. The notifications would in-
clude alerts for events such as road/traffic closures,
power outages, severe weather, and other public
safety events. The Ocean Pines Police Department
will also utilize the ‘PinesAlerts’ text message-based
system to warn residents of crime alerts.

The alert system is now in place for anyone to
sign up and begin receiving text message alerts from
the association. To sign up, Ocean Pines residents
and guests should text the word “PINES’ to 88474.
Signup is free. Standard text message and data
charges may apply. Subscribers will not be over-
loaded with text messages.

Elections Committee
seeks candidates

The Ocean Pines Association Election Commit-
tee is looking for residents to run in this year’s board
election.

The Ocean Pines Association (OPA) is governed
by a seven-member Board of Directors elected by the
lot owners who make up membership in the home-
owners association. This year, two positions are up
for election. The Board determines operational and
fiscal policy, and assesses property owners at a rate
set annually. These assessments provide the funds
for the operation of the Association.

“For anyone interested in public service, the
Ocean Pines Board of Directors is the avenue in
which you can make a difference,” said Denise
Sawyer, director of Marketing and Public Relations
for the Ocean Pines Association. “Property owners
who are passionate about Ocean Pines and its
progress are encouraged to run for election.”

The Board of Directors is a legislative policy-set-

please see ccaannddiiddaatteess on page 15
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Monday
Ocean Pines Poker Club
Poker players wanted in Ocean Pines
area for Monday evenings. Call 410-
208-1928.

Sweet Adelines
The Delmarva Sweet Adeline Chorus
meets from 7 to 9 p.m. in the Ocean
Pines Community Center. Call 410-
641-6876.

Monday/Tuesday
Sanctioned Duplicate Bridge
Open bridge games Monday at 12
p.m., Tuesday at 10 a.m. at OP Com-
munity Center. Call Mary Stover 410-
726-1795.

Tuesday
Families Anonymous
From 7 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. at room 37 in
the the Community Church at Ocean
Pines on Rte. 589. For more informa-
tion call Carol at 410-208-4515.

Tuesday/Thursday
Poker Players wanted for Gental-
men's Poker in North Gate area
Ocean Pines.Game played every
Tuesday & Thursday evening 5:45
p.m. to 10:45 p.m.on Pinehurst
Rd.Ocean Pines. Call 410-208-0063
for more information.

Wednesday
Kiwanis Club Meeting
Weekly meetings at 8 a.m. on
Wednesdays in the Ocean Pines
Community Center. Doors open 7
a.m.

Elks Bingo
Ocean City Elks in Ocean City (behind
Fenwick Inn) open at 5:30 p.m. Early
birds at 6:30 and bingo at 7 p.m. Call
410-250-2645.

Delmarva Hand Dancing
Dancing at The Fenwick Inn in Ocean
City from 5:30 to 9 p.m. Contact 302-
934-7951 or info@delmarvahand-
dancing.com.

Rotary Club
Ocean City/Berlin Rotary Club meet-
ings are held at 5:45 p.m. at the Cap-
tains Table in Ocean City. Contact
Stan.Kahn@carouselhotel.com.

Square Dancing
The Pinesteppers have introduction to
square dancing at the OP Community
Center at 7 p.m. Call Bruce Barrett at
410-208-6777.

AL-Anon/OP-West OC-Berlin
Wednesday Night Bayside Begin-
nings Al-Anon family meetings are
held at the Ocean Pines Community
Center at 7:30 p.m.

Thursday
Story Time
Stories, music and crafts at 10:30 a.m.
for children ages 3-5 at Ocean Pines
library. Call 410-208-4014.

Beach Singles
Beach Singles 45 for Happy Hour at
Harpoon Hanna’s at 4 p.m. Call Ar-
lene at 302-436-9577, Kate at 410-
524-0649 or Dianne at 302-541-4642.

Legion Bingo
American Legion in Ocean City opens
doors at 5:30 p.m., games begin at 7.
For information call 410-289-3166.

Gamblers Anonymous
Group meets at 8 p.m. at the Atlantic
Club, 11827 Ocean Gateway, West
Ocean City. Call 888-424-3577 for
help.

Friday
Knights of Columbus Bingo
Bingo will be held behind St. Luke’s
Church, 100th St. in Ocean City.
Doors open at 5 p.m. and games
begin at 6:30 p.m. Refreshments
available. Call 410-524-7994.

Gamblers Anonymous
Group meets at 8 p.m. at the Atlantic
Club, 11827 Ocean Gateway, West
Ocean City. Call 888-424-3577 for
help.

BJ’s membership offer
returns to Ocean Pines

BJ’s Wholesale Club is once again
partnering with the Ocean Pines Associa-
tion to bring a special membership offer,
effective April 13-27, to benefit the
Worcester County Veterans Memorial at
Ocean Pines Foundation.

In addition to offering special mem-
bership benefits, BJ’s will donate $5 of
each membership fee to the foundation.
The offer, which is available to new and
renewing members, is not available for
purchase online or at any BJ’s location.

Other benefits include receiving $15
off the BJ’s $50 Inner Circle membership
fee or $25 off the $100 BJ’s Perks Re-
wards membership fee, one additional
free month of membership and a free sec-
ond membership card for a household
member. With this offer, 13 months will
be added to the expiration date of a cur-
rent BJ’s membership, regardless of when
the membership was last renewed.

This special promotion is only offered
through Ocean Pines two times a year.
The next promotion will be in October of
2017. Current BJ’s members whose mem-
berships will expire before then are en-
couraged to renew during the spring offer.

BJ’s operates over 200 clubs in 15
states from Maine to Florida, including a
location in Millsboro, Delaware. The
wholesale club offers a large assortment
of products for home and business, sav-
ings of more than 30 percent off super-
market prices and acceptance of all
manufacturers’ coupons and BJ’s store
coupons.

BJ’s membership applications are
available at the Ocean Pines Association
administration building at 239 Ocean
Parkway and online at OceanPines.org.

Applications must be returned with
payment by April 27. They may be
dropped off at the administration build-
ing or mailed to Ocean Pines Association,
Attn: Denise Sawyer, 239 Ocean Park-
way, Ocean Pines, MD 21811.

Anglers to meet
The Ocean Pines Anglers Club will meet on Saturday,

April 8, 9:30 a.m. in the Ocean Pines library. Leading a
discussion on boating safety will be Bob Cooke, the Pub-
lic Education Officer for Coast Guard Auxiliary, Division
12 and Navigation Systems Officer for Flotilla 5 (Ocean
City). Included will be dealing with cold water in the
spring and running an inlet. All are welcome.

Brought to you by Law Offices of Patricia Cleary
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D.A. Kozma
Jewelers

Prompt, friendly & Affordable Service

441100--221133--77550055    441100--552244--GGOOLLDD
www.dakozmajewelers.com
at our new address on Route 611 at Route 50 

in the Food Lion Shopping Center MD #2294

In-house jewelry 
service include
Watch Battery Replacement
Watch Band Link Adjustments

Jewelry Reconditioning & Cleaning
Jewelry Repair
Ring Sizing
Stone Setting

Custom Jewelry Design
Bridal Consultation

We Buy Gold
and Coins

Registration open for 
Birding Weekend 

The 2017 Delmarva Birding Week-
end invites hundreds of nature enthu-
siasts to the shore April 27-30 to enjoy
the full complement of mid-Atlantic
birds as the region welcomes warblers,
tanagers, and other spring migrants
and prepares to bid adieu to its loons,
falcons, and waterfowl as they head
northward. Registration for the popu-
lar event is now open at www.delmar-
vabirding.com.

Birders can register for just one
field trip, or multiple field trips each
day of the four-day event. On Thurs-
day, you can get an early start to the
weekend with shorebirds along the
Delaware Bayshore at Bombay Hook
National Wildlife Refuge and the
Mispillion Harbor or stroll along a pri-
vate farm near Assateague. On Friday,
you can start your morning searching
for rails by kayak on Delaware’s inland
bays, and enjoy a songbird and shore-
bird spectacle at Prime Hook National
Wildlife Refuge in the afternoon. The
day could finish with a paddle along
the beautiful Ayres Creek.

Exploring the bald cypress swamps

by kayak around Snow Hill, MD on
Saturday morning will add several
warbler species to your list, and a
shorebird-laden boat trip behind As-
sateague and Ocean City in the after-
noon can increase your tally for the
weekend to more than 100 species.
You might choose to take an all-day
boat trip to Smith Island on Saturday
to welcome back breeding pelicans
and herons, and enjoy a slice of Smith
Island cake with lunch!

Several field trips regularly sell out,
so interested birders are encouraged to
register soon.

Guided by local birders with
decades-long experience on the penin-
sula, the walking tours, boat trips, and
canoe and kayak paddles will accom-
modate visitors from the curious na-
ture lover to fowl fanatics. Every year,
birdwatchers from surrounding states
flock to the event.

“This is one of our biggest nature-
oriented weekends,” said Lisa Chal-
lenger, Tourism Director for

please see wweeeekkeenndd on page 15
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Newspapers have helped
shape the world for decades,
serving as invaluable re-
sources that highlight both
national and local news, re-
tail information, cultural

events, and
much more.
A l t h o u g h
s e v e r a l
newspapers
now offer
o n l i n e

versions of
their publications,

many readers remain partial
to print versions. Those who
purchase printed newspapers
daily or subscribe to home
delivery should consider
recycling the papers to pro-
tect the planet. According
to the environmental re-
source EarthEcho Interna-
tional, recycling a single
run of the Sunday issue of
The New York Times, or a
comparable paper’s Sunday
edition, would save 75,000
trees.  

Did Yo
u 

Kno
w...

April is Sexual Assault Awareness Month
Editor,

April is Sexual Assault Aware-
ness Month. This year’s theme, “En-
gaging New Voices,” builds on the
idea that we are stronger together,
and that new partners and commu-
nity members are needed to expand
sexual assault prevention efforts, we
can help the next generation foster
attitudes that promote healthy rela-
tionships, equality, and respect.

Nearly one in five women and
one in 71 men are victims of sexual
assault. We all have a role to play in
preventing sexual violence in our
community. Our actions, big and
small, have a ripple effect on those
we teach, guide, and influence.
From modeling healthy behavior to
addressing inappropriate conduct,
everyone can make a difference.

The Sexual Assault Forensic Ex-
aminer (S.A.F.E.) program at At-
lantic General Hospital is managed
by a forensic nurse team that is cer-
tified and licensed by the Maryland
Board of Nursing. This team pro-
vides confidential, compassionate,
and comprehensive support to vic-
tims of any age, from newborns to
seniors, who are victims of sexual
assault, domestic violence, child
abuse/child sexual abuse/neglect,
and senior abuse. The program pro-
vides victims physical and psycho-
logical assessments, crisis
intervention, and evidence collec-
tion for local law enforcement and
the State Attorney’s office.  The pro-
gram works in collaboration with

many agencies and community serv-
ices, including Life Crisis, Worces-
ter County Child Advocacy Center,
Worcester County States Attorney
Office, Law Enforcement and
Worcester County Department of
Social Services, under a multidisci-
plinary model called the Sexual As-
sault Response Team (S.A.R.T).
Atlantic General’s SART team main
goal is to coordinate the response to
victims of sexual assault in Worces-
ter County. 

Changing beliefs which con-
tribute to sexual violence starts with
believing survivors of sexual vio-
lence when they share their stories.
You the community can help by call-

ing out victim-blaming comments
or rape jokes. Remind those around
you that sexual assault is never
okay, or the victim’s fault. Seem-
ingly small actions like this can
make a critical impact.

Get engaged this April during
Sexual Assault Awareness Month.
Join us in embracing your role in
ending sexual assault. Learn more
about how you can use your voice to
change the culture. Rape Is Wrong.

Althea Foreman
Atlantic General Hospital

aforeman@atlanticgeneral.org

With the traditional flu season at
high intensity in Maryland and still
very active on the Delmarva Penin-
sula late in the traditional flu season
this year, Peninsula Regional Med-
ical Center (PRMC) is again asking
members of the community to
please remember the important role
they play in protecting both patients
and other visitors and hospital staff
from contracting or spreading the
flu virus.

As a precaution and to be proac-
tive, PRMC reminds anyone with a
cold, cough, fever or other flu-like
symptoms to please remain at home
and not visit patients. Additionally,
and for the immediate future, the

Medical Center is restricting chil-
dren under the age of 12 from visit-
ing surgical and general recovery
floors. Siblings under 12 may visit
PRMC’s Mother-Baby unit after a
screening by the patient’s nurse; for
babies’ safety, children with upper
respiratory infections will not be
permitted to visit.

“Everyone understands this may
cause an inconvenience, but we
must continuously safeguard every-
one visiting here or staying with us
for care,” said Karen Mihalik, RN,
Infection Preventionist. “That in-
cludes taking extra precautions to
protect our young visitors them-
selves from possibly contracting or
spreading a virus at Peninsula Re-
gional.  This is a common, yearly
practice for us during the Delmarva
flu season, but more important this
year as the flu continues to have a
significant presence in our region
late in the traditional flu season.”

During the flu season, visitation
may be further limited throughout
the entire Medical Center depend-
ing upon the level of flu activity oc-
curring in the community or within
the facility. Anyone experiencing
any emergency-related healthcare
need is still encouraged to visit the
PRMC Emergency Department for
care.

Peninsula Regional Medical Cen-
ter expects these restrictions to be
in place through April, and will keep
Delmarva residents updated on any
changes in visitation during the cur-
rent flu season.

Visitation restrictions 
still in place at PRMC

Group shot - Pictured are members of “Shape Ups” which meet every Monday,

Wednesday and Friday in the Ocean Pines Community Center Gym from 7:30 until 8:30
a.m. Center front is director Marion McCurdy. Photo by Anna Foultz.
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It was a lazy Saturday morning not
long ago. Themorning light was finding
itsway through the cracks of thewindow
blind, giving the roomamuted, comfort-
able glow. My wife and I had just awak-
ened but had not yet started jostling to

get out of bed. I was taking inventory of
the snore bruises I contracted through
the night. What’s a snore
bruise you ask? I’ll tell
you. It’s the marks(s) left
when my wife pokes,
punches and kicks me to
interrupt and hopefully
stopmy snoring. I was up
to seven, when she asked
what I’d like todo thatday.

I didn’t answer at first.
“Eight. Nine. Ten.” She
shookme to get my atten-
tion.

I didn’t have a ready
answer and said so. We
laidquietly a little longer. I
then remembered some-
thing she had mentioned
the evening before about
getting a Philadelphia
cheesesteak, a REAL
Philadelphia cheesesteak. So I suggested
we drive to Geno’s on 9th Street in
Philadelphia. Wehadn’t been there for a
while. She liked the idea. Then I sug-
gested that before we did that, we visit
Adventure Aquarium across the river in
Camden, NJ. She liked that idea as well.

About an hour later we were in the

truck heading north on an unexpected
adventure with no timeline and no ex-
pectations other than a cheesesteak.

It had been years since we walked
through the aquarium. We were the old
folks as most of the other visitors were

pushing strollers or holding
the hands of small children
or both. We may have felt
like old folks in this crowd
butunfortunatelyweweren’t
old enough to benefit from
the senior citizen discount.
We’reTweeners, I guess. We
strolled through the exhibits

at our leisure, having the time to read
about the penguins, the turtles, the

sharks, the hippos
and various other sea
creatures. When we
had our small chil-
dren, we never had
time to read the infor-
mation boards. We
were always off to the
next exhibit, keeping
upwith the kids.

After the aquar-
ium,wewalkedalong
the promenade that
framed the Delaware
River, toward the
Battleship New Jer-
sey which was open
to visitors. We had
never been aboard a
battleship and hey,
what the heck, we

weren’t onanyschedule. Weenjoyed the
self-guided tour that tookusup,down, in
and out of the ship. My wife was a real
champ. Shewaswearingdressboots that
reallyweren’tmeant for climbingandde-
scending narrow ladders. Nonetheless
she persevered.

We finally said goodbye to New Jer-

sey (the shipand the state) andmadeour
way across the Ben Franklin Bridge to
Philadelphia and Geno’s. Just a side
note. The toll to cross the bridge is $5. I
rememberwhen itwas seventy-five cents
and the Tacony Palmyra Bridge was a
nickel. But I digress.

Many of you are no
doubt aware that
Philadelphia is home to
two famous steak sand-
wich establishments, the
aforementioned Geno’s
and Pat’s which is located
across the street. So pop-
ular are these twopurvey-
ors of good tasting
sandwiches that they’re
open 24 hours a day.
Most people have a fa-
vorite. I happen to be a Geno’s guy.
While my wife waited in the car, I got in
line. It was a long line, but one that
moved along. In about 20minutes Iwas
at thewindow: “Three.Wiz.Wit.” Letme
translate: three steaks with cheese Wiz
and onions. Three minutes and $30 (in
cash,nocredit cardsaccepted) later Iwas
headed back to the car. Oh, theywere so
good!

Our sandwiches consumed, with one
left to take home, we snaked our way
through the rowhouseneighborhoodsof

South Philadelphia toward I-95. But
wait. Over there,downEighthStreet. Do
yousee it? It’sTermini’sBakery. Bigdeal
you may say. And you’d be right. It is a
big deal. Termini’s is home to the best
cannolis. We made a quick right and

ducked into theparking lot. Althoughmy
wifehasordered fromTermini’s, shehad
never been there in person. It was a real
treat forher, and Idaresay in someways,
the highlight of her day. We ordered a
half dozen cannolis to go and we were
again on ourway.

The roomwasdarkexcept for flickers
of moonlight that peeked from behind
theblind. Wedriftedoff to sleepwith the
memory of an enjoyable day still fresh
and the expectation of many snore
bruises to count in themorning.

It’s All About. . .
By Chip Bertino

chipbertino@delmarvacourier.com

A day unexpected

AAAA    BBBBAAAAGGGGEEEELLLLaaaannnndddd ............

RTE. 589
O.P. South
Gate Entrance
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Southgate - Ocean Pines
(Manklin Creek & Ocean Pkwy)

SSeerrvviinngg  BBrreeaakkffaasstt  aanndd  LLuunncchh

Free 
Wireless 
Internet

441100--220088--00770077

Boar’s Head Meats 

Winter Hours 
Open 6 a.m. - 2 p.m. Daily

Pastries and Cookie Trays

Mon., Wed.,Thurs., Fri:  6 a.m.- 4 p.m.; Tues, Sat. and Sun:  6 a.m.- 2 p.m.

Aboard the New Jersey
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STEVEN W. RAKOW
A t t o r n e y a t L a w

General Practice / Civil Litigation / Criminal Defense
Contracts / Construction Law

441100--660000--33007755
www.STEVERAKOWLAW.COM

All Major Credit Cards Accepted
STEVE@STEVERAKOWLAW.COM

� President, Worcester County Bar Association
� Former Assistant State’s Attorney, Worcester County
� Retired Marine Officer  � 19 Years Legal Experience

The season of Lent and Easter is a spiritual period
Spring is eagerly anticipated, as

many people look forward to enjoy-
ing the great outdoors once more.
Spring is also a special time of year
for practicing Christians. 

Beginning on Ash Wednesday
and lasting 40 weekdays until the
arrival of Easter Sunday, the Lenten
season is a very important time of
year for Christians. During Lent,
Christians prepare for Easter by ob-
serving a period of fasting, repen-
tance, self-denial, and spiritual
discipline. While the Bible does not
reference Lent, the practice of ob-
serving Lent has become a standard.

The following focuses on each of
the special days of this church sea-
son as they pertain to Western
Christianity (Eastern Orthodox

churches observe Lent somewhat
differently).

Ash Wednesday. The Day of
Ashes commemorates the repen-
tance of sin. On Ash Wednesday,
Christians have ashes placed on
their foreheads in the shape of a
cross in recognition of their need to
repent. Many churches host Ash
Wednesday services, and those who
receive the ashes are not only re-
minded of their mortality and sin-
fulness, but also of the opportunity
for absolution. Christians typically
fast on Ash Wednesday, though
some simply abstain from eating
meat.

Palm Sunday. On what is now
called Palm Sunday, Jesus Christ
rode a donkey into Jerusalem while
villagers welcomed him and waved
palm branches. This is mentioned in
each of the Biblical Gospels and oc-
curs a week before His subsequent
resurrection. Jesus possibly rode a
donkey rather than a horse as a sign
of peace, as a war-waging king
might ride a horse. The Passion of
the Christ is typically read during
Palm Sunday masses.

Holy Thursday.
Holy Thursday is
sometimes referred
to as Covenant
Thursday, Maundy
Thursday or Thurs-
day of Mysteries.
Holy Thursday com-
memorates the Last
Supper of Jesus
Christ with the apos-
tles. According to
Catholic News
Agency, Holy Thurs-
day might be one of
the most important,
complex and pro-
found days of cele-
bration in the
Catholic Church.
Holy Thursday cele-
brates the institution
of the Eucharist as
the true body and
blood of Jesus Christ
and the institution of
the sacrament of the
priesthood.

Good Friday.
Good Friday com-
memorates the cruci-
fixion of Jesus
Christ. Jesus was
condemned by his peers as King
Herod and Pontius Pilate had found
him not guilty of his crimes. But
crowds were enraged, and Pilate re-
luctantly ordered his crucifixion
rather than face a mass riot.

Holy Saturday. Holy Saturday
marks the final day of the Triduum,
or the three days preceding Easter
Sunday. Scripture states that Holy
Saturday was when Jesus’ body was
placed in the tomb. 

Easter Sunday. A festive and cel-

ebratory day for Christians, Easter
Sunday is a time for sharing the
good news of Jesus’ resurrection.
His body is discovered missing from
the tomb, and Jesus appears to his
followers again showing proof that
He is alive. Typically, Easter Sunday
is one of the most well-attended
Sunday services for Christians. It
also is a day to spend with family,
and many families share large meals
to mark the end of the Lenten sea-
son.  

OPEN Mon-Sat at 7:30 am
Breakfast  Lunch   Dinner
Sunday Brunch 8 am - 1 pm

410-208-2782

Monday
Chicken Parmesan over Pasta

$9.95
Lobster Tail $14

Tuesday
Burger and French Fries  $6

Wednesday
Meatloaf with mashed potatoes

and a vegetable  $6.95
Add a soup or a salad  $9.95

Thursday
Steak Night!   $13.95

Friday
Fried Shrimp with French Fries

& cole slaw  $14.75

Saturday
Crabcake Platter with 2 sides and
a choice of a soup or salad  $15

Bar Only
Buy One Dinner Entree or Pasta Dish from
regular menu and get a second at 1/2 price.
(of equal or lesser value, excludes specials)

Monday - Saturday  8 p.m. to closing

Casino trip planned
The Ocean Pines Boat Club is

sponsoring a bus trip to the Har-
rington Casino on Thursday,
April 20. The cost is $20 per per-
son and includes $15 slot play, a
$7 food voucher and bus trans-
portation.  The bus will leave
at 10 a.m. from the Ocean Pines
Yacht Club parking lot and return
at 5 p.m. Make reservations no
later than April 20. Seating is lim-
ited to first 48 reservations. To
sign up contact Tom or Barbara
Southwell at 410-641-5456.

Ravens Roost to 
hold fundraiser

On Friday May 5, from 5 p.m. to 7
p.m., Ravens Roost #44 will hold an
Atlantic General Hospital fundraiser
at the Skye Bar located at 6601
Coastal Highway in Ocean City. For
a $25 ticket you will be provided two
drinks from a selection of martinis,
cocktails, beer and wine, plus light
appetizers. During the event raffle
tickets will be sold for various items.
For a ticket contact Gary Miller
at garywm@mchsi.com or 443-618-
9972.
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18th Annual
Ocean Pines Community

Easter Sunrise ServiceEaster Sunrise Service

If if rains, join us at the school at 6 a.m.
For more information call 410-641-6000
Limited seating provided. Bring a lawn chair

6 a.m. at
Ocean Pines Yacht Club

Rain Location: Showell Elementary School

SDHS hosts annual Kiwanis Club breakfast
Stephen Decatur High School Key Club officers Laila Mirza (back left) and Dana Kim
(back right) pose with Buckingham Elementary School K-Kids officers Mason Glover,
Josie Palmer, Sydnie Harrington, and Olivia Brink at the annual Kiwanis Club break-
fast at Stephen Decatur High School on March 22.
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Composite decking can
be a smart choice

Decks add character and function-
ality to a home, increasing outdoor
entertaining space and oftentimes
improving the resale value of a home.
Homeowners have various options
when choosing decking materials, but
one such option, composite decking,
is growing in popularity.

Decks used to primarily be made
from pressure-treated lumber. While
lumber remains a popular material,
more and more homeowners are opt-
ing for composite decking products.
As anyone who has pressure-washed,
stained and sealed wood decks can at-
test, such spaces require lots of up-
keep to look new year after year.
Composite decks require much less
maintenance, making them highly at-
tractive to homeowners who would
rather spend time using their decks
instead of maintaining them.

Composite decking is any type of
decking material that is formulated
from different recycled materials. The
majority of these materials include
hard plastic and wood shavings of
pulp. Unlike wood, which can fade,
crack and rot, composite decking,
which has been available for roughly
a decade, does not degrade quickly
and requires very little upkeep.

Available in a variety of wood col-
ors to match outdoor decor, compos-
ite decks also can feature artificial
wood grains to make them look simi-
lar to wood planks. Although com-
posite decks are not completely
impervious to the elements, with
some occasional washing to impede

mold growth and new technology that
has improved stain-resistance, many
of the pitfalls of other materials can
be avoided with composite decks.

Composite decking fits in with
eco-friendly lifestyles. The planks are
made from recycled materials that
would normally end up in landfills.
Products from Trex, a popular com-
posite decking manufacturer, are
made from 1.5 million shopping bags
and wood mill waste. As composite
decks do not rot away and are long-
lasting, they will not need to be re-
placed frequently, which is another
eco-friendly benefit.

When comparing composite deck-
ing brands, look mainly at the colors,
materials used in the composition
and the fastening systems. Many are
fastened with regular deck screws, of-
fers This Old House. The newer sys-
tems have channels for hidden
fastening, and the composite deck
tiles snap into place.

Composite decks do have a few
drawbacks. They can be expensive,
nearly double the initial cost of wood
decks. And although they do not rot,
composite planks can scratch. With-
out refinishing, damaged boards will
need to be replaced. Harsh chemicals
may fade color and damage the com-
posite materials, so caution is
needed.

Composite decking remains an in-
demand choice for outdoor spaces.
Low-maintenance and long-lasting,
these decks have quickly become fa-
vorites among homeowners.

Worship to be held
Holy Thursday Worship will be held April 13 between noon and 7 p.m. at

Bethany Church. The Worship will include Holy Communion, hand wash-
ing, readings for reflection and stripping the church. All are welcome. The
church is located at 8648 Stephen Decatur Highway in Berlin. For more in-
formation call 410-641-2186.

AGH to celebrate anniversary
To celebrate the hospital’s growth and the community support that has

made it possible, the Atlantic General Hospital Foundation will be holding
its 24th Anniversary Celebration on Thursday, May 18.

Hosted at Raymond C. Nichols’ waterfront home in Berlin, the evening
presents an allusion of Victorian elegance “aboard” a luxury ocean liner with
guests donning “First Class Fashion” attire.

Proceeds from the event benefit the Atlantic General Hospital Founda-
tion. For more information, please contact Joy Stokes at jstokes@atlantic-
general.org or by calling the Foundation office at (410) 641-9671.
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Welcome Easter as I’m sure every-
one is tired of the winter. It is a great
time to gather the family and enjoy all
the events that the Ocean Pines Asso-
ciation has to offer. It is fun to attend
the egg hunt in the park and the Easter
bonnet contest for the kids. We usu-
ally have a Smithfield spiral ham and
turkey breast for dinner with all the
trimmings. Try this colorful salad to
accompany your Easter meal and fol-
low it up with a delightful lemon
dessert.

Ribbon Salad
2 - 3 oz. pkgs. lime Jello
2-- 3 oz. pkgs. cherry Jello
1 – 3 oz. pkgs. lemon Jello
½ cup marshmallows
1 #2 can crushed pineapple
1 8 oz. Pkg. Cream cheese (room

temperature)
1 heaping T. mayonnaise

Prepare lime Jello, chill until set.
Prepare lemon Jello using 1 cup boil-
ing water and 1 cup of the pineapple
juice from the can of crushed pineap-
ple plus water to make a full cup. Add
marshmallows andmelt over low heat.
Remove from heat and cool slightly.
Add crushed pineapple, cream cheese
and mayonnaise. Beat with mixer.
Chill and pour over lime Jello. Pour
cherry jello over lemon mixture when
it has set. Chill for at least several
hours. Prepare a day ahead to assure
firmness.

The following lemon tarts make a
delicious dessert for your Easter din-
ner.

Lemon Tarts
1 package Pillsbury 2 - Pie Crust (in

refrigerated section)
Lemon Meringue filling
3 T. corn starch
1-¼ cup sugar
¼ cup fresh lemon juice
1 T. grated lemon rind
Yolks of 3 eggs
1-½ cups boiling water
6 egg whites
6 T. Sugar (for meringue)

Roll out crust and cut into 12
rounds. Fit into muffin tins. Prick
sides and bottom of the dough. Bake

at 425 degrees until edges brown,
about 3 to 4 minutes.

Combine corn starch, sugar, lemon
juice and rind. Beat egg yolks, add to
corn starch mixture. Gradually add
boiling water. Heat to boiling over di-
rect heat and then boil gently for 4
minutes stirring constantly. Pour into
baked tarts.

Beat egg whites until stiff, but not
dry. Gradually beat in sugar. Spread
meringue over top of tarts carefully
sealing in all the filling by spreading to
touch sides of crust right to edges.
Bake in 425 degree oven for 4 - 5 min-
utes until lightly browned. After bak-
ing, add a twist of lemon on top of each
meringue. Cool on wire rack. Serve
cool.

A very happy Easter
bevwisch@aol.com

II  LLoovvee  ttoo  CCooookk!!

bbyy  BBeevv  WWiisscchh

800-427-0015

Over 4,000 New Natural Gas
Customers and Growing!
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As the first full month of spring,
one might hope April will bring
warmer weather for stargazing. The
constellation Leo the Lion now ap-
pears prominently in the evening sky,
and Orion the Hunter is still present
although this winter favorite will soon
be exiting.

The Milky Way galaxy topic this
month is the Pleiades
cluster. This Pleiades
star cluster has been a
favorite target for star
gazers, even long be-
fore the invention of
the telescope. As-
tronomers since antiq-
uity have noted the
most prominent mem-
bers of the cluster, pop-
ularly called “the seven
sisters.” Hobbyists
using binoculars can
readily see five or more
of these hot, class-B
stars, and they are also
visible with the naked eye. The cluster
has an appealing glow as seen by high-
power telescopes, added by reflections
from the nebula surrounding the stars.

Modern astronomers classify the
Pleiades as a young cluster of stars, lo-
cated relatively close to the solar sys-
tem. The cluster was born, with more
than 1,000 stars coming to life about
150 million years ago, forming within
a vast cloud of gas and dust. This
makes the cluster relatively young
compared to the Sun which is about
4.5 billion years old. Also the Pleiades
is immense, the core of the cluster
being about eight light-years across.

Among star clusters, the Pleiades is
one of the closest, and thus has been
considered a benchmark cluster. One
of the earliest methods to determine
the distances of celestial bodies is
called parallax. In 1838, William
Bessel, a German astronomer, made
the first successful parallax distance
measurement, as he reckoned the star
61 Cygni to be 10.3 light years away,
relatively nearby. Until recent years,
parallaxmeasurements of the Pleiades
had settled on a distance of about 430
light years. Controversy arose in 1989

when the European Space Agency’s
satellite Hipparcos measured the dis-
tance to the Pleiades at 390 light years,
10 percent nearer than traditional es-
timates.

However, recent measurements
have replaced the Hipparcos claim,
and have once again confirmed the
earlier distance estimates. In 2014 the

“Very Large Baseline Array,” a net-
work of radio telescopes, reported dis-
tances of about 443 light years, quite
comparable to the earlier data. This
array of 10 radio telescopes located
around the world and acting in tan-
dem, provides the precision equivalent
to a radio telescope the size of the
Earth itself. The Robert Byrd Radio
Telescope located inWest Virginia is a
member of this network. Confirming
data was also reported from Hubble
Space Telescope in 2004 and from the
Gaia satellite in 2016.

Distancemeasurements are impor-
tant since astronomers rely on such
data to help determine other quanti-
ties, for example, the luminous power
output of the stars. The 1989 Pleiades
distance estimate of Hipparcos had
thrown such calculations into doubt.
With the new results, astronomers feel
relieved that prior estimates for these
quantities were essentially correct.

April is a good time to view Leo the
Lion. Just as Orion is themost familiar
constellation of winter, Leo plays this
role for springtime, as the majestic
lion rides high overhead in the evening

Answers for March 29

Eyes on the Skies

By Douglas Hemmick, Ph.D.

The Pleiades cluster

please see eeyyeess on page 11
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**  ttiiddee  iiss  ffoorr  OOcceeaann  CCiittyy  FFiisshhiinngg  PPiieerr..  AAdddd  ttwwoo  hhoouurrss  ffoorr  IIssllee  ooff  WWiigghhtt  ttiiddee
TTTTiiiiddddeeee     aaaannnndddd    SSSSuuuunnnn    CCCChhhhaaaarrrrtttt

Wed., April 12

Thur., April 6

Fri., April 7

Sat., April 8

Sun., April 9

Mon., April 10

Tues., April 11

DDAATTEE HHIIGGHH  TTIIDDEE
4:35 a.m.
5:02 p.m.
5:33 a.m.
5:54 p.m.

6:22 a.m
6:40 p.m.  
7:06 a.m.
7:22 p.m.

1:43 a.m.
1:58 p.m.
2:24 a.m.
2:34 p.m.
3:03 a.m.
3:10 p.m.

11:00 a.m. 
11:11 a.m.

12:09 a.m.
12:41 p.m.

12:59 a.m. 
1:21 p.m.

7:46 a.m.
8:03 p.m.
8:26 a.m.
8:42 p.m.
9:05 a.m.
9:21 p.m.

6:37 a.m. 7:28 p.m.

6:36 a.m. 7:29 p.m.

6:34 a.m. 7:30 p.m.

6:33 a.m. 7:31 p.m.

6:31 a.m. 7:32 p.m.

6:30 a.m. 7:33 p.m.

6:28 a.m. 7:34 p.m.

LLOOWW  TTIIDDEE SSUUNNRRIISSEE SSUUNNSSEETT

11:55 a.m.

eeyyeess
from page 10

skies. Even as the sky becomes dark around 8:30 p.m., Leo is already well up
above the eastern horizon. Leo resembles a reclining lion, with the characteris-
tic backward question mark shape representing the head and mane, and an elon-
gated triangle shape delineates the hind legs. 

The Pleiades star
cluster appears in
the northwestern
sky in the shoulder
area of Taurus the
Bull.  To locate this
cluster, trace a line
from Orion’s three
belt stars to the
northwest, and
going past the bright
star Aldebaran by
about 10 degrees to spot the cloud-shaped Pleiades cluster.   Some fans describe
the Pleiades as a tiny dipper shape, similar to the famous big dipper.  On April
20 to 22, the planet Mars moves into  a conjunction with the Pleiades, passing
within about three degrees.

As the evening moves onward, one can enjoy the bright planet Jupiter blaz-
ing in the southeast sky, becoming conveniently visible after about 10:15 p.m.
Look for the star “Spica” to the south of Jupiter. Spica is a somewhat bright star
in the otherwise inconspicuous constellation Virgo.  Stargazers may enjoy a close
encounter on April 10 as the full moon and Jupiter appear within five degrees of
one another for the entire evening.

Students perform Peter Pan
Worcester Preparatory School (WPS) Grade 7 and Grade 8 students presented the play
“Peter Pan A Musical Adventure” by Craig Sodaro in the Athletic and Performing Arts
Center. Directed by WPS Middle School teachers Lindsey MacWha and. Linda Smith,
Peter Pan was performed for parents, friends, and fellow WPS students in Pre-Kinder-
garten through Grade 8.  

Above are Lost Boys: Kate Conaway, Hugh Thomas Cropper, Anderssen Taylor
and Alex Koppenhaver.

SDHS collects pounds for pets
Stephen Decatur High School students and staff collected more than 2,000 pounds of pet
food in a recent drive sponsored by the Kids Against Animal Abuse and Testing (KAAAT)
club. Donations were made to the Worcester County Humane Society and Kenille’s Kup-
board.

Pictured are Stephen Decatur High School KAAAT club members Angelina Nicola,
Brigitte Ardis, Sophia Leung, Becca Cooper, Emma Stubblebine, and advisor Kim-
berly Patrick pose with the pet food collected by students and staff.

National Cancer Registrars 
Week to be celebrated

Cancer registrars throughout the
world will join their colleagues, fellow
medical professionals, and community
leaders to observe the 21st annual Na-
tional Cancer Registrars Week
(NCRW), April 10 through 14. The 2017
theme, Cancer Registrars: Putting the
Pieces Together, reflects cancer regis-
trars’ role in compiling the critical in-
formation needed to support effective
cancer treatment and research, with the
ultimate goal of preventing cancer and
finding a cure.

“Quality cancer data is central to the
nation’s fight against cancer, and can-
cer registrars are the first link in cap-
turing that data. National Cancer
Registrars Week provides an opportu-
nity to acknowledge the central role
registrars play in the research, treat-
ment, and prevention of cancer,” noted
National Cancer Registrars Association
president Linda Corrigan.

Cancer registrars are data informa-
tion specialists that collect and code pa-
tient-level data for cancer registries.
The registries provide essential infor-
mation to healthcare providers and
health officials to better monitor and
improve cancer treatment, conduct re-
search, and target cancer prevention
and screening programs.

Corrigan, who is the cancer regis-
trar for Atlantic General Hospital’s Re-
gional Cancer Care Center, collects a
multitude of data points regarding can-
cer diagnosis and treatment in Worces-
ter County and the surrounding area.
Melanoma, breast and colorectal can-
cers comprise the majority of diag-
noses. Regardless of type, treatment is
often complex.

According to cancer registry data
from 2014 through 2015, half of all
cancer patients treated at Atlantic
General Hospital received more than
one type of treatment for their cancer.
Surgery, radiation, chemotherapy and
immunotherapies are often used in
combination to develop the most ap-
propriate treatment for each patient.
Communication and coordination
among treating physicians is essential
with multiple therapeutic modalities.

“The data we are collecting and the
volumes of patients being treated at the
Regional Cancer Care Center speaks to
the need for expanded, holistic cancer
care services for our community. At-
lantic General Hospital recognizes this
need and is diligently working to con-
tinue providing and expanding its
treatment options right here, in our
community,” added Corrigan.
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Wills Probate
Medicaid VA Benefits
mike@mbmatherslaw.com
www.mbmatherslaw.com

11107 Manklin Meadows Ln. Suite 1A Ocean Pines

410-208-3331

Call today
to make an
appointment

Farm to table businesses doing well
Consumers’ appetites for local

foods are growing, and restaurants
have taken notice. Today, many local
businesses, including farms and
restaurants, have mutually exclusive
relationships that make it possible for
local residents to enjoy nutritious, lo-
cally produced meals.

According to the market research
firm Packaged Facts, local foods gen-
erated $11.7 billion in sales in 2014
and will climb to $20.2 billion by
2019. Farm-to-table remains a grow-
ing trend that benefits farmers, restau-
rateurs and consumers. This is
evidenced by the rising number of
farmersmarkets cropping up in neigh-
borhoods all across the country, as
well as the niche offerings by regional
food purveyors. The U.S. Department
of Agriculture says that, in the last 20

years, the number of farmers markets
has grown by more than 350 percent.
Many consumers are now choosing
“local” for dining at home and when
dining out, and this is making a major
impact on the nation’s food systems.

Foodies as well as industry experts
predict that the local foods movement
is a permanent andmainstream trend.
In 2014, the National Restaurant As-
sociation found the desire for local
foods dominated its “Top Food
Trends.”

The most in-demands foods in-
clude locally sourced meats and
seafood as well as locally sourced pro-
duce. Consumers also are interested in
farm/estate-branded foods. Some
restaurants are even producing hyper-
local food, or herbs and produce
grown right on the property.

As the de-
mand for
local foods
has evolved,
so has the
term “local
foods.” Local
can be a
wide-ranging
term that
refers to
foods pro-
duced in a
p a r t i c u l a r
town, state or
even region.
The 2008
Farm Act de-
fines a “locally or regionally produced
agricultural food product” as one that
is marketed less than 400 miles from
its origin. However, a few states have
established more stringent rules that
indicate local constitutes food pro-
duced within the borders of a state or
within a small perimeter of the state.

The growing preference for locally
produced foods is great news for the
farmers and small food producers that
have long fought for footing among the
mega-importers. According to the
trade publication Produce Business,
even though local does not place limits
on the size of the farm, the growing de-

sire among consumers to go local is
benefiting many small and midsized
farms, as consumers are increasingly
buying foods grown closer to where
they live.

In addition to meats, fruits and
vegetables, consumers can find many
locally made items that expand the po-
tential for farm-to-table. These in-
clude, but are not limited to, artisanal
cheeses, wines, beer, baked goods,
milk and other dairy, and honey.

Local, sustainable foods are in de-
mand, helping not only local restau-
rants and merchants, but also the
small and medium farms that service
these establishments.

Homerun - Members of the Stephen Decatur High School (SDHS) varsity base-
ball team hit a different kind of home run recently. They traded in their uniforms and base-
ball bats for books and smiles when they visited pre-kindergarten and kindergarten
classes at Ocean City Elementary School. The boys greeted students as they entered in
the morning, then visited classrooms to read books to the students.

Above: SDHS baseball team poses with pre-kindergarten and kindergarten students
from Ocean City Elementary School.

Avoid chicks and ducklings this Easter
Baby chickens and ducks make for adorable Easter scenery, as their soft

feathers and diminutive size make them a natural draw for inquisitive and lov-
ing children just looking for a new pet. But those little winged cuties will grow
up into adult animals, which often make them impractical Easter treats for the
average family.

When purchasing chicks or ducklings, many people may not realize just how
quickly these animals grow. Pekin ducklings, one of the more popular species of
duck available, can reach adult size between four and five weeks of age. Chicks
can transform from that small puffball of yellow or white feathers into an adult-
sized bird in mere months. Some chicken breeds weigh four pounds between
seven and nine weeks of age.

Many families find that once chicks and ducklings outgrow their initial nest-
ing box they become impractical. They need suitable shelter as well as a space
to enjoy the outdoors. Animals are often abandoned if their needs become too
much to handle.

The animal resource Vet Street also advises that ducks and chicks tend to be
messy pets. They shed feathers constantly and can deposit waste all over. Ducks
and chicks may also like to kick up bedding when nesting. The birds also may
pass diseases to people through their fecal matter, which is why humans must
wash their hands after contact.

Many people also think that chicks and ducks are perfect for little kids. But
the animals can become stressed by rough handling and peck or scratch to avoid
perceived danger.

Instead of live ducks and chicks this Easter, well-meaning parents or grand-
parents are better sticking with the chocolate varieties.
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WCHS fundraiser success - Worcester County Humane Society re-
cently held its first Quarter Auction. Two hundred bidders participated helping to raise
over $7,000 for the no kill shelter. Pictured are Quarter Auction volunteers: (front row l.
to r.) Terri Mahoney, Anne O’Connell, Tina Walas, Dulce Olexo, Gina Castagna.
(back row l. to r.) Sandy Summers, Stephanie Gamm, Mary Martinez (Quarter Auc-
tion Chair), Heather Bahrami, Mary Jo Armiger, Diana Snyder-Marcopoulos.

Basket giveaway - The Republican Women of Worcester County (RWWC) will
donate Easter baskets to two families in Worcester County. The baskets, containing
clothing, books, toys and of course, Easter candy, will be presented by Vera Beck, chair-
person of the Caring for America program of the RWWC.

Coastal Hospice
promotes newmanager

Courtney Gum-Layton, LGSW, has
been promoted toMedical Social Serv-

ices Resource Coor-
dinator and will
supervise the staff of
social workers at the
non-profit agency.

On Coastal Hos-
pice care teams, so-
cial workers provide
emotional and social
support to patients
and those caring for

them, in patient homes and at Coastal
Hospice at the Lake. Social workers
also locate community resources that
may be beneficial to patients and their
families, such as Life Line, Meals on
Wheels, VA benefits, and advanced di-
rectives.

Gum-Layton, received her BSW
and MSW from Salisbury University

before joining Coastal Hospice as a so-
cial worker in 2014. She said she chose
social work “to help people find their
voice and to advocate for people who
can’t speak for themselves.”

“It’s an emotional time for both the
patients and families, and being al-
lowed the opportunity to care for
someone at the end of their life is an
honor,” Gum-Layton continued. “It
has been said before but deserves to be
said again: The end of life deserves just
as much nurturing as the beginning of
life, and I am proud to be able to walk
that journey with the patients and
families.”

CCoouurrttnneeyy  
GGuumm--LLaayyttoonn

PTA prospective 
student meetings 
to be held

Students interested in the physical
therapist assistant (PTA) program at
Wor-Wic Community College are re-
quired to attend one of the upcoming
prospective student meetings, sched-
uled in Room 204 of the Allied Health
Building on the college campus on the
corner of Route 50 and Walston
Switch Road in Salisbury.

Meetings will be held on Friday,
April 7, at 1 p.m., Tuesday, April 18,
at 6 p.m., and Thursday, May 4, at 1
p.m. Topics will include the physical
therapy profession, the role of the PTA,
the program curriculum and admis-
sion requirements.

Space is limited. To reserve a seat,
email the PTA department at sen-
nis@worwic.edu<mailto:sennis@wor-
wic.edu> or call 410-572-8740.

Legion to meet
The American Legion Auxiliary

Unit 166 monthly meeting will be held
Tuesday, April 18 at 11 a.m.  It will be
followed by the Americanism Essay
Awards Luncheon. American Legion
Synepuxent Post 166 is located at
23rd Street, Ocean City. Current mem-
bers and those interested in becoming
a member are encouraged to attend.

Craft club to meet
The Pine’eer Craft Club will meet

Thursday, April 20.  Refreshments will
be served at 9:45 a.m.; the meeting will
begin at 10 a.m.  The craft this month
is beaded watch band.  Call Sharon at
410-208-3032 for more details.

Earth Day Clean 
Up is Saturday

Maryland Coastal Bays (MCBP),
Ocean City Surf Club (OCSC) and the
Town of Ocean City are hosting their
eighth annual Earth Day clean up, Sat-
urday, April 8.

Volunteers are encouraged to pre-
register with Coastal Bays in advance
so there will be plenty of supplies and
assignments. Garbage bags, gloves and
a commemorative tee shirt are pro-
vided to all volunteers while supplies
last. Register your team by either
emailing sandis@mdcoastalbays.org
or calling 410-213-2297 ext. 106. 

You can also register the day of this
clean up. Check in and registration on
Saturday will be held in the Gazebo on
3rd street at the city town hall begin-
ning 10 a.m. A clean up area will be as-
signed to you at registration unless you
have an area of preference. 

MCBP is promoting an Adopt Your
Street program where they are hoping
area residents and homeowners will
commit to at least four days annually
of picking up trash on a street. OCSC
has a similar program with adopting a
beach. This event is a great inaugural
event to commit to keeping your envi-
ronment clean. You can sign up for a
street through the MCBP website at
www.mdcoastalbays.org.  If you are in-
terested in adopting a beach, you can
sign up on the OCSC website at
www.oceancitysurfclub.org. 

Growing knowledge
Students in Andrese Foreman’s
third grade class at Ocean City El-
ementary School have been “grow-
ing” their knowledge about plants
by observing the parts of a cab-
bage plant and learning about the
important role each special part
plays to help it survive.
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To place your business card call
410-641-6695

P OW E R W A S H I N G

E L E C T R I C I A N

D E N T I S T R Y

P H A R M A C Y

T I T L E S E R V I C E S

H O M E I M P R O V E M E N T

R EN TA L S

WR I T I N G S E R V I C E S

Gerard Ott, D.M.D., PA

1 Pitts Street
Berlin, Maryland 21811

(410) 641-3490

A T T O R N E Y S

Waterfront Electrical Service � Hot Tubs & Spas
Residential � Commercial � Interior & Exterior Lighting

Service Upgrades � Phone/Data/TV Lines � Ceiling Fans

J.T. Novak, LLC
Electrical Contracting

Prompt Service at Reasonable Rates
P.O. Box 1464
Berlin, MD 21811

Phone: 410-208-3052
Mobile: 443-235-5544

Master Electrician MD �VA � DE �PA

Place your business card
410-641-6695

STEVEN W. RAKOW
A t t o r n e y a t L a w

441100--660000--33007755
www.STEVERAKOWLAW.COM

STEVE@STEVERAKOWLAW.COM

DDDD IIII RRRR EEEE CCCC TTTTOOOO RRRR YYYYService

mike@mbmatherslaw.com    
www.mbmatherslaw.com

410-208-3331

Free Local
Prescription 
Delivery

314 Franklin Ave.
Berlin

410-641-3130

Decks  Siding  Walkways
Boats  Roofs

Decks stained & sealed “We Can Powerwash Anything!”

FREE ESTIMATES Commercial  Residential
Licensed   Insured

410-641-5756 www.royalpowerwash.com
Clifford Rosen/Owner

The Adkins Company
11048 Cathell Rd.
Ocean Pines, MD  21811
410-641-5420

Do you need to rent a ...?

Contractor  DIY  Landscaping  Party/Event   Moving/Shipping

Jean Marx
443-880-0045
jmarx.timeflys@gmail.com
www.timeflysbooks.com

Publishing, Memoirs & More!

F LOOR ING

410-208-387911312 Manklin Creek Road 
Ocean Pines

The Flooring Store for Locals

The Courier

Your business card ad could
be HERE for as little as 

$13 a week!

410-641-6695

PAUL’S HOME IMPROVEMENTS
AAllll  pphhaasseess  ooff  hhoommee  iimmpprroovveemmeennttss

No job too small - No job too large
Handyman Home Services
Over 40 years experience

410-641-7548
Free Estimates

MHIC #83501
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ccaannddiiddaatteess
from page 1

ting body of the Ocean Pines community. Board members do not receive
monetary compensation for their service. They serve three-year terms on a
staggered basis and cannot seek reelection after serving two consecutive
terms. A Board member who misses three consecutive regular meetings is
subject to removal for cause.

To be considered by the OPA, the application must be completed and re-
turned to the OPA General Manager’s office at the Administration office at
239 Ocean Parkway to the attention of the Search Committee no later than 5
p.m. May 10 of the year of election.

A board candidate must be an owner of record on January 1 of the year of
the election and not have unpaid annual charges or vote suspended by the
board as of May 15.

wweeeekkeenndd
from page 3

Worcester County, Maryland. “Peo-
ple go crazy over the number of ea-
gles and herons, but they will see a lot
more than that birding with our
guides around Assateague Island and
our cypress swamps near Snow Hill.” 

Boasting patient and fun-loving
guides, new trips will feature jaunts
around Laurel, Delaware, normally
inaccessible private lands, and Mary-
land’s Chincoteague Bay through
some of the most pristine habitats on
the East Coast. 

“The April weekend is spectacu-
lar,” said Southern Delaware
Tourism Director Scott Thomas.
“Imagine hiking a trail at Trap Pond
to be met with one of the most beau-
tiful yellows you’ve ever seen… in the
form of a prothonotary warbler. Or
spend a Friday afternoon at Prime
Hook National Wildlife Refuge or
boating around Lewes and the
Delaware Bay, followed by happy
hour in Rehoboth. That’s what the
weekend is all about.” 

Social events for new and experi-
enced birders are scheduled through-
out the weekend. These “Tally
Rallies” are held at local breweries,
bars, and restaurants, and allow par-
ticipants to add to the species check-
list and swap birding stories with new
friends. 

Indeed, participants recount the
event in terms of experiences rather
than simply observing birds, a majes-
tic Bald Eagle soaring over the
marsh, a loon in breeding plumage
catching fish, or the eerie hoot and
shadow of a barred owl at dusk. An
outdoor experience is the true draw.

The Delmarva Peninsula is one of
the country’s premier birding areas,
thanks to an extensive variety of
habitat protected by our coastal

parks, refuges and wildlife manage-
ment areas. More than 400 bird
species have been recorded in the re-
gion and previous Weekend tallies
have topped 200 species. 

If boasting that many species isn’t
enough, participants should feel even
better knowing that they’ve helped
Delmarva’s birds by promoting bird-
ing and habitat conservation. Bird-
ers, both novice and experienced,
make an important statement about
the economic value of birds and their
habitats through the money they
spend in local hotels, restaurants,
and shops. Participants are encour-
aged to remind local businesses that
they are here to enjoy Delmarva’s
natural areas and the birds that in-
habit them. This is important now
more than ever.

“It’s our vast shallow bays and
large tracts of protected marshes and
bald cypress forests that make the
Delmarva Peninsula one of the finest
birding regions in the nation,” said
guide and organizer Jim Rapp.  “Dur-
ing the Weekend, our guests will hike
on private farmland and woodland
that are normally off-limits to bird-
ers, and our waterborne trips go
where the birds are.” 

Co-organizer Dave Wilson added
that few of our trips were physically
taxing and that the event provides a
rare opportunity to tally 100 species
in a day in places that are normally
inaccessible to the public. 

Additional sponsor and registra-
tion information, field trip descrip-
tions and other resources for
Delmarva Birding are available at
www.delmarvabirding.com. To be-
come a sponsor or for additional in-
formation, contact Jim Rapp
(443-614-0261) or Dave Wilson (443-
523-2201) at Conservation Commu-
nity Consulting at
conservationcc@gmail.com.
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