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DIY

Home improvements you can do in 24 hours or less
To help you spring into

warm weather home im-
provement, here are 24 sim-
ple projects that take 24
hours or less to accomplish:

Put a fresh coat of paint
on the front door. Stan-
dard paints can take a long
time to dry, especially if
you live in a humid climate.
SnapDry(R) from Sherwin-

Williams(R) dries in as lit-
tle as one hour, and you'll be
able to close the door with-
out it sticking. The paint
can be used inside or out-
side the home and it resists
dirt, fingerprints, UV rays
and weathering.

Update kitchen cabinets.
Recently, homeowners are
changing the facades of

their kitchen cabinets and
painting them instead of
staining them-a trend that
has grown tremendously.
Add new knobs to complete
the look for an easy, inex-
pensive way to give your
cabinets a facelift.

Swap pillows and throws.
You can't change your
couch every time the sea-

son changes, but switching
out pillows and throws is a
great way to give seasonal
flare to your living room
decor. Create a statement
wall. Installing graphic
wallpaper or wood plank-
ing on one wall, or simply
painting one wall or the
ceiling a contrasting color,
can add drama to any room
in the house.

Spruce up the deck for
summer enjoyment. A re-
finished deck looks great,
and doesn't have to be a lot
of work. SuperDeck(R) from
Sherwin-Williams goes on
fast and easy, and protects
the integrity of your wood
deck. It can even reduce
the surface temperature of
the wood, making the deck
barefoot-friendly on a hot
summer day.

Add wow factor to your
entryway. Large planters

with hardy, bright blooms
add curb appeal when posi-
tioned on either side of the
front door.

Update your lighting.
Modern light fixtures in
kitchens and bathrooms
shed a whole new light and
look on the room. Consider
installing a dimmer so you
can create the right mood,
any time of the day. While
you're upgrading lighting,
be sure to replace old-style
incandescent bulbs with en-
ergy-efficient ones that will
last longer and cost less to
operate.

Create a gallery wall.
Hang multiple family pho-
tos and/or chic prints in
varying frame styles and
sizes on one wall of the liv-
ing room.

Rearrange your furni-
ture. Talk about a no-cost
way to get a totally differ-

ent look. Experiment with
different furniture configu-
rations, and don't be afraid
to move pieces from room
to room.

BRANDPOINT

Every house has a spot
where shoes, backpacks
and other personal items
collect. Organize that area
with hooks for hanging and
cubbies or shoe racks for
storage.

DIY>> PAGE4

TIME TO GET YOUR
AIR CONDITIONER TUNED UP!

CALL: 610-544-7999
500A Abbott Drive, Broomall, PA

wmhendersoninc.com

$40 OFF $15 OFF $240 OFF
Plumbing, Heating &

Cooling Service
With this coupon.

Not valid with other offers or prior services.
Must be presented at time of service. Excludes

trip charges and preventive maintenance.
Offer expires 5-31-17. DElCO

With this coupon. Not valid with
other offers or prior services.

Must be presented at time
of service.

Offer expires 5-31-17. DElCO

With this coupon.
Not valid with other offers or prior services.

Must be presented at time of service. Excludes
trip charges and preventive maintenance.

Offer expires 5-31-17. DElCO

Air Conditioning
Tune Up

Any Heating & Cooling
System Installed

In Season Since 1910

81 S. Pennell Rd. Media, PA
wolffsapplehouse.com

610-566-1680

Garden Center & Farm Market

Easter Flowers
Tulips • Daffodils • Hyacinths • Hydrangeas

Gerberas • Pansies • Daisies • and more!
Annuals & Perennials

EVERYTHING FOR THE GARDEN!

Planters & Hanging Baskets

Flower Baskets • Complimentary foiling

Flats of Annuals • Spring & Summer Perennials
Vegetable Gardening

Spring Vegetables • Strawberry Plants
Lettuces & Greens • Herbs • Basil

Plus Soils, Mulches, Tools & Supplies!
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Home of all wood cabinetry
CABINET FACTORY SHOWROOM

302-543-5550
3460 Naamans Rd., Wilmington, DE 19810

Rt. 202 and Rt. 92 Naamans Rd.

HOURS: Mon. - Thurs. 10-6, Fri. 10-5, Sat. 10-2

CABINET FACTORY OUTLET
302-792-5070

100 Naamans Rd., Unit 3A, Claymont, DE 19703

1st Exit off I-95

HOURS: Mon. - Thurs. 9:30-5:30, Fri. 9:30-5, Sat. 9:30-12

2 LOCATIONS IN
TAX FREE

DELAWARE

GRANITE COUNTERTOPS
WITH PURCHASE OF KITCHEN CABINETS

*Restrictions apply. Visit store for details. Offer expires 3/31/2017.

Cabinet faCtoryCabinet faCtory

Made in USA
Don’t be fooled by
Chinese imitations

Family Owned
& Operated

yOU DON’T HAVE TO LIVE HERE TO HAVE NICE CABINETS

FREE
WITH PURCHASE OF KITCHEN CABINETS

www.cabinetfactorydelaware.com
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Dave Earwood, Office Manager, and Jim Kerr, President, Modern Exterminating and
Termite Control, pose alongside Jesse Jaws and his pals from the “Hole-in-the-Wall”
gang. The company was named favorite exterminator in the annual Talk of the Town
reader voting. This February marks the company’s 70th year in business.

LOCALBUSINESS

KEEPING HOMES PEST
FREE FOR 70 YEARS

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Create a recharging
drawer in your kitchen.
Clean out that junk drawer,
add dividers and a power
strip and you have the per-
fect place for recharging
your family’s electronic de-
vices.

Install a ceiling fan. Noth-
ing says spring and summer
like a ceiling fan wafting gen-
tle breeze through a room.
Choose the style and size
that’s right for your space.
Bonus: ceiling fans can help
reduce energy bills bycheaply
supplementing air-condition-
ing and heating.

Organize your mudroom.
Whether it’s a formal mud-
room or a corner of the en-
tryway, every house has a
spot where shoes, backpacks
and other personal items col-
lect. Organize that area with
hooksforhangingandcubbies
or shoe racks for storage.

Add a display shelf above
a doorway. A wooden shelf

above a doorway is a great
place to feature collectibles.

Add vintage class to a pow-
der room. Replace the ordi-
nary doorknob on your pow-
der room door with a vintage
or replica glass knob.

Install decorative house
numbers. You can purchase
decorative tileorglassnumer-
als from a variety of sources.

Stencil some fun. Add ani-
malorcharacterstencilstothe
walls of a child’s room, stair-
case or kitchen, or patio table
for a quick, artsy take.

Add a ceiling medallion.
Draw attention to a light fix-
ture by installing a decora-
tiveceilingmedallionthathas
a slightly different color than
the ceiling.

Replace a kitchen faucet.
A new kitchen faucet can be
practical and decorative, but
can also control water flow,
saving money.

Pressure wash siding and
walkways. Power washing ex-
terior home areas makes sid-
ing and walkways look fresh.

Hang a new mirror in
the bathroom. A decorative
framed mirror in place of a
standard bathroom mirror

adds interest, elegance and
even light to the space.

Put a decorative decal in
the laundry room. Create
some fun in the laundry area
by adding a decal with a hu-
morous saying, such as “Life
is too short to fold fitted
sheets!”

Upgrade bathroom towel
storage. Replace those
builder-issue towel bars and
rings with decorative options
that add pizzazz.

Make your own art with
a shower curtain. Love
large-scale artwork but
have a smaller scale bud-
get? Use wood to frame a
decorative shower curtain
and turn it into wall art.

Wash windows! What’s
the one spring DIY task
that will make all the oth-
ers in your home look even
better? Wash windows to
allow spring and summer
sunlight into your home.

Trying just a few of
these easy home-improve-
ment tasks is a fast way
to perk up your home for
spring and summer.

Courtesy of BrandPoint

DIY
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AQUAVITA
POOLS

WWW.

.COM

KNOWN FOR EVERYDAY LOW PRICES

• ABOVE-GROUND POOLS ON DISPLAY MEDIA ONLY
• fILTERS & PUMPS • COMPLETE PARTS DEPARTMENT
• fREE WATER TESTING/DISCOUNT CHEMICAL PRICES
• LINERS (ALL SIZES IN STOCK)

• SERVICE DEPARTMENT (OPENINGS, CLOSINGS, WEEKLY MAINTENANCE)

MEDIA
610-565-0900

660 W. BALTIMORE PIKE
OPEN 7 DAYS

SPRINGFIELD
610-544-2600
1001 E. WOODLAND AVE.

(ACROSS FROM BJ’S)

TWO LOCATIONS
POOLS

ON
DISPLAY

POOLS

ORDER
NOW

To Enjoy Your
Pool At The Start
Of The Season!
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ByKevinTustin
ktustin@21st-centurymedia.com
@KevinTustin on Twitter

MARPLE >> Wm. Henderson
Plumbing, Heating & Cool-
ing Inc. had a very modest
start in the HVAC industry
in Delaware County.

Started in 1977 by Rita and
William “Bill” Henderson, it
was just a two-person opera-
tion based out of the Hender-
son’s Havertown home with
Bill doing all of the service
calls for at least the first year.
Since then, it has blossomed
to a nearly 50-person opera-
tion with a 2,000 square-foot
office – and a 2,000 square-
foot warehouse to boot –
and a fleet of trucks with the
company’s name doled out in
that iconic green font.

Come April 1, the Hen-
dersons will be celebrating
40 years of service to the re-
gion where “your comfort is
our priority.”

“We’ve just grown, we’ve
grown by leaps and bounds,”
said Rita Henderson, who
still works part time in the
business office.

Inadditiontoalargerspace
footprint and expanding from
one technician to 25 techni-
cians and apprentices, Wm.
Hendersonhasexpandedfrom
doing residential work to light
commercial and apartment
buildings throughout Dela-
ware County, the Main Line

and Chester County since its
start.

“Did I think it would be 50
employees? I don’t think so.
I was a little afraid of that,
you know? But I have to say
it’s been very good to us,”
said Henderson. “We’ve been
blessed, very blessed. Blessed
with good employees, blessed
with everything good I have
to say.”

Today, the business has
its own dispatch service that
can get technicians out to
customers 24/7, but it wasn’t
always like that.

For at least the first 15
years, Bill Henderson would
be the one to work a regu-
lar shift during the week
and be the on-call techni-
cian around the clock.

“He never asked the men
to be on call,” Rita said of her

husband’s strong work ethic.
“When we got a little bigger
that’s when (technicians)
started to be on-call only on
the weekends. My husband
always took the whole week.
He was ambitious, very work-
minded.”

And now another ambi-
tious person in the family
has taken the reigns: Rita
and Bill’s son, Michael.

Michael became second-
generation owner of Wm.
Henderson in April 2016 fol-
lowing an already substan-
tial role in the business. He
cut his teeth in the HVAC in-
dustry while still attending
Haverford High School by
going into a plumbing ap-
prenticeship class and then
attending other reputable
technical career schools in
the region. He joined Wm.

Henderson as a first appren-
tice and worked his way up
to the operations manager
in 2007.

“I thought that it would
only get bigger when Michael
started to come in and make
a lot of changes and add a lot
of things to the business,”
said Henderson. “I knew
that he wanted (to take the
business over) years ago be-
cause there was no one who
would care like he cares. It’s
wonderful that he has taken
over.”

She did admit that it was
hard, and still is, to hand the
business over.

As they start the next 40
years, family, friends and
employees will celebrate
Wm. Henderson’s 40 years
of business with a special
party at the Springfield

Country Club on April 1.
With an established pres-
ence in the community, and
a new Henderson in control
of the company, Rita laid out

a very simple way to con-
tinue the business’s pros-
perity.

“We’re going to continue
the success,” she said.

BUSINESS

Wm. Henderson celebrates 40 years in business

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Wm. Henderson Plumbing, Heating & Cooling Inc. was
founded 40years ago by William and Rita Henderson, with
their son Michael, right, becoming the second-generation
owner in April 2016.

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Wm. Henderson’s approximately 50-person crew today.

Tubs, Floors, Tiles, WallsTubs, Floors, Tiles, Walls
reglaze, reFinish, resurFacereglaze, reFinish, resurFace

Call Now for
A FREE Estimate

610-321-0260
TubReglazers.com

DESIGNER
TUB AND TILE

$295
SPECIAL

with this coupon • expires 5/12/2017

REGLAZE TUB
Regularly $325

PA040968

1350 N. Middletown Road, Gradyville, Pa 19039
610-459-2208

D
EN

OF ANTIQUITY

ANtique & MeMoRAbiliA
SPRiNG SAle & FleA MARket!

• May 6th - 9:00 - am - 4:00 - pm
• May 7th - 10:00 - am - 2:00 - pm
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WANTED: THE HOLE-IN-THE-WALL GANG
By Modern Exterminating & Pest Control Co.

Jesse Jaws and his pals from the infamous hole-in-the-wall gang
have been terrorizing homes and pets for years. Modern Exterminating

and Pest Control Company bites back at these homely
critters that have been bugging you.

Specializing
in

Bed
Bugs

69th Year Owned
& Operated by

Kerr Family

• Ask about our do-it-yourself
pest control supply shop.

• Qualified to make VA & FHA Inspections
• Year-round Protection

Pest Control For Residential • Commercial • Industrial • Institutional

1-800-564-0046

Senior Citizen Discounts – Age 55 and Older
Serving Delaware, Chester, Montgomery, & Bucks Counties, Philadelphia, NJ and DE

2200 MacDade Blvd. • HOLMES

610-586-5525
BROOMALL • NEWTOWN SQUARE

610-356-6080
Visit us on the web at www.modernbugs.com for $$ saving coupons & monthly specials.

Exterminating & Pest Control Co.

“JESSE JAWS”
Termites

“WILD BILL”
Cockroaches

“FEARLESS FREDDIE”
Fleas

“BUZZ SAW JONES”
Carpenter Ants - Ants

“CHEESY LARUE”
Mice

“EARL”
Squirrels

“BATS CASSIDY”
Bats

“RATFIELD”
Rats

“EL BOMBO”
Bees
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WATERFEATURES

Add the benefits of a koi pond

While many people are
drawn to koi ponds because
of their aesthetic appeal,
there are many additional
reasons for homeowners to
consider installing koi ponds
in their backyards.
METROCREATIVE

Koi ponds can make for
beautiful additions to land-
scaped backyards or home
gardens. While many peo-
ple are drawn to koi ponds
because of their aesthetic
appeal, there are many ad-
ditional reasons for home-
owners to consider install-
ing koi ponds in their back-
yards.

Ponds and water gardens
can transform yards rather
quickly. Ponds can add ap-
peal to otherwise mun-
dane yards and provide eye-
catching, relaxing spots to
sit and enjoy the scenery.

Koi ponds have recently
fallen into a favor with
homeowners in North

America, but these popular
water features date back
several centuries to Asia.
Centuries ago, Chinese rice
farmers began keeping
carp in their rice paddies,
and that practice eventually
caught on in Japan. The fish
started to breed and form
slight color variations. Koi,
often referred to as “Nishi-
kigoi,” are actually descen-
dants of the common carp,
though the koi of today are
more brightly hued and or-
namental fish than carp.

Koi can become a low-
maintenance family pet.
These fish tend to grow ac-
customed to having people
around, and will often in-

teract with visitors at the
surface of the water. It’s
not unusual to have koi
beg for food or take food
from a person’s hand. They
also may tolerate some light
handling.

Another benefit of koi
ponds is that they cre-
ate a miniature ecosys-
tem within the yard. When
stocked with aquatic plants
and other fish that can help
keep mosquito larvae and
other parasites at bay, they
can sustain themselves
quite nicely. Ponds also
can attract birds and ben-
eficial insects, such as but-
terflies and dragonflies. By
implementing straight ver-

tical walls on the perime-
ter of the pond and setting
up some natural barriers,
homeowners can avoid
unwanted predators from
disturbing their koi ponds.

Koi ponds also provide
some psychological bene-
fits. The sound of the wa-
ter can be soothing and re-
laxing. Sitting by the pond
may help alleviate stress,
as unwinding next to a
pond and watching the
fish swim by can help in-
dividuals decompress.

Homeowners who have
koi ponds may also bene-
fit socially from these eye-
catching additions to their
landscapes. Homeowners

may connect with others
who share their passion
for koi and water features.
This opens up the oppor-
tunity to share the land-

scape and pond with others,
building new friends and
relationships in the process.

MetroCreative

William H. Boyer Construction
(610) 883-0758

William Boyer
General Contractor

Willb1587@comcast.net
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DON’T CALL IT BLAND

Newneutralsdominate thecolor trendsof2017
From furniture to walls,

new homes to remodels, cool
grays have dominated home
design palettes for the last
five years. Look to 2017 to
gently shake things up with
a focus on fresh neutrals that
bring warm and cool tones
together to create versatile
color with timeless appeal.

One of the most notable
trends of the year is the tran-
sition of neutrals from mono-
chrome gray to warmer hues,
including complex taupe,
beige, khaki and brown col-
ors. These warmer tones cre-
ate an inviting feeling, and
while grays will continue to
be popular, look for hybrid
hues that blend the best of
gray with warmer under-
tones for colors that are
unique, yet familiar.

The perfect example of
this trend is Poised Taupe

(SW 6039), the Sherwin-
Williams 2017 Color of the
Year. Earthen brown com-
bines with conservative
gray resulting in a weath-
ered, woodsy and complex
neutral that fits well in vir-
tually any room.

"Poised Taupe celebrates
everything people love about
cool gray as a neutral, and
also brings in the warmth of
brown, taking a color to an
entirely new level," says Sue
Wadden, director of color
marketing for Sherwin-Wil-
liams. "Not cool or warm,
nor gray or brown, Poised
Taupe brings a sense of cozi-
ness and harmony that peo-
ple are seeking."

If you're looking to refresh
your space with this new
color trend, there are count-
less opportunities. Here are
four stunning home decor

themes using this up-and-
coming color:

Cornflower hues

With its cool-yet-warm
vibe, Poised Taupe is an ideal
complement to cornflower
hues. For example, when
paired with the faded in-
digo of Stardew (SW 9138),
it creates a charming pal-
ette ideal for French coun-
tryside aesthetics. This
fun twist on a classic is
sure to produce timeless
results in the kitchen or
living spaces.

Organic re-imagined
Create an updated na-

ture-inspired palette in
your home with citrus
green, weathered bronze,
mustard yellow and light,
cool-toned blue paired
with earthy neutrals like

Poised Taupe. This con-
temporary organic look is
perfectly re-imagined for
the modern world with
just the right amount of
visual appeal.

Wine and taupe
Saturated color pair-

ings that evoke deep
moods are gaining pop-
ularity. Taking cues from
baroque and romanticism
designs, the Sherwin-
Williams Noir palette is
rich with colors that are
reminiscent of vine-ripe
fruits, dramatic wine col-
ors and deep blues. Bal-
ance this mysterious pal-
ette with a neutral like
Poised Taupe and you'll
have a look that is unex-
pected and gorgeous.

Yellow pop
Gray tones always pro-

v ide a clean, modern
base, but contrasting
these hues with vivid col-
ors allows you to trans-
form any room into a
contemporary paradise.
Try using the deep teal
of Marea Baja (SW 9185)
and sunny hued Bee (SW
6683) alongside Poised
Taupe to create a graphic
look perfect for the office
or kids rooms.

Ready to make this
the year you update your
house with fresh designs
and stunning colors? To
learn more about top
trends for 2017, visit www.
sherwin-williams.com.

Courtesy of BrandPoint

One of the most notable
trends of the year is the
transition of neutrals
from monochrome gray
to warmer hues, including
complex taupe, beige, khaki
and brown colors.
BRANDPOINT

If you think that the only way to exercise and burn calories involves gym equipment, think again.
Yard work can be just as challenging as a thorough aerobics workout at a nearby fitness club. To
reap the greatest benefits, gardeners should use as little motorized machinery as possible. Manual
tools will get you moving and can burn a substantial amount of calories. Try to vary positions and
alternate which hands you use to reduce strain and get an even workout. Fitness experts say that
gardening can improve strength, increase endurance and assist with flexibility. According to a report
in the UK publication The Telegraph, clearing a pond or weeding can burn some 300calories in an
hour. Forty-five minutes worth of gardening can burn as many calories as 30minutes of aerobics.

MetroCreative

Did you know?

JUST CONTACT US & COMPARE!

(302) 304-1010
sales@bigcentric.com

http://packages.bigcentric.com
151 Edgemoor Rd.,

Wilmington DE

$12 Billion buying power with warehouse price for members
Now, free & open membership! • FREE local delivery • Even lower prices than online stores!

BigCentric Member Price

Price

Free

Parts And
Other Expenses

-$700

Rebates

Check Us Out

Total Cost

Big Box Store #1 $3,163 $102 -$300 $2,965

Big Box Store #2 $3,170 $148 -$300 $3,018

Comparison based on prices at the time of publication.

Now Until xxxxx

The same premium kitchen
package of matching

appliances:
LG LFX25974ST

LRE3061ST
LDF5545ST
LMV1683ST
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NEWHOME

7 home improvements to tackle before youmove in
You found the perfect

home, so it's not surpris-
ing that you want to move
in as quickly as possible.
However, there are some
projects that are best done
when the house is still
empty.

So, consider completing
the following seven items
before the moving trucks
arrive.

● Painting. A fresh coat
of paint can instantly up-
date a room, and it's com-
mon to buy a home know-
ing you will need to paint
several rooms or the entire
house after the sale. How-
ever, painting is best done
while every wall is accessi-
ble and there are no wor-
ries about getting paint on
furniture or rugs.

● Changing locks. Now is
the time to change the locks
on your new home to elim-
inate the risk of any former
keyholders accessing your
new space. Do this even if
you know the former key-
holders because you never
know who they shared keys
with. This fix is quick, inex-
pensive and it provides you
with peace of mind.

● Flooring updates. Re-
doing a floor is always eas-
ier when the floor is empty.
Whether you're choosing to
redo wood floors or lay tile
before you move in, tack-
ling this process now also
allows you to keep wood
and tile dust off of furni-

ture and collectables.
● Roof repairs. Roof re-

pairs are a must. If the
home inspection revealed
any damage to the roof,
make the necessary repairs
before moving in. Choose
a contractor experienced
with the type of shingles
your home requires. Sev-
eral of the largest shingle
manufacturers have pro-
grams for contractors who
meet certain qualifications,
like TAMKO Building Prod-
ucts' Pro Certified Contrac-
tor program. Homeowners
can easily locate a TAMKO
Pro at www.TAMKO.com/
find-a-pro to get their proj-
ect started.

● Removing popcorn

ceilings. No one likes
these. We're not sure any-
one ever did, but alas, they
are a common sight, espe-
cially in older homes. Pop-
corn ceilings (and walls)
are easy to remove, but
messy. Use a spray bottle
to moisten an area, then
scrape the texture off with
a towel. Clean-up will be
much easier if you com-
plete this project before in-
troducing your furniture to
the space.

● Fix leaks. If left un-
treated, water leaks can
do serious damage to fur-
niture, rugs, flooring and
other valuables. Leaks
can also lead to second-
ary problems like rot-

ting wood, mold and mil-
dew. And let's be honest,
no one wants to live in
a house where you can't

use the water, so address
plumbing issues before you
move in.

● Child and pet proof-

ing. Careful child and pet
proofing can protect your
babies (furry or otherwise).
Gates at the top and bot-
tom of stairs, outlet cov-
ers and locks on cabinets,
drawers and any other
place chemicals or med-
icines are kept, can help
make your new home a
safer place.

As difficult as it can be,
sometimes delaying your
move-in by a few weeks can
save months of frustration
in the long run. So don't
wait, because the sooner
you start, the sooner you
can start your new life in
your new home.

To learn more about how
you can use TAMKO build-
ing products in your next
home project, visit TAMKO.
com.

Courtesy of BrandPoint

BRANDPOINT

There are some home improvement projects that are best done before move-in, including any roof repairs or re-roofing.
This home was re-roofed with TAMKO Heritage laminated shingles.

Celebrating
Over 35 Years
in Business!

INTERIOR / EXTERIOR

• FREE ESTIMATES • FULLY INSURED

• Power Washing
• Painting of Aluminum Siding

• Decks-Stained & Sealed
• Driveway Sealing

Owner,
Daniel S.
Yesavage

or email:
jyesavage@aol.com

PA065341
• Power Washing

• Painting of Aluminum Siding
• Decks-Stained & Sealed

• CONCRETE WORK
• BRICK WORK

- ALL TYPES

Interlocking Pavers • Flagstone Work
French Drains • Brick & Stone Pointing

Snowplowing ~ Commercial & Residential

PATRICK M. DOUGHERTY
3rd GENERATION MASON

Skidster, Jackhammer &
Dump Truck Rentals w/operator

FREE ESTIMATES

610-565-8543
Licensed/Insured

PA021035
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SHADYCHARACTERS

Shade-tolerant plants help complete landscapes
Plants need sunlight to thrive

and grow, but some need less
sunlight than others. People who
find their landscapes are less sup-
portive to sun-loving plants can
choose from a variety of shade-
tolerant plants, shrubs and trees.

Shade tolerance refers to a
plant’s ability to withstand low
levels of light. Certain plants have
adapted this feature to survive in
the wild. Plants that grow at the
base of forest floors, for example,
will get less sunlight than oth-
ers outside of the tree canopy.
Such adaptations enable a wide
variety of foliage to grow even
though they are not exposed to
much sunlight.

While sun-loving plants often
have broad leaves and expend
significant energy to capture
sunlight for photosynthesis,
shade-tolerant plants expend
less energy and tend to be more
efficient consumers of soil nutri-
ents and sunlight.

Penn State Extension’s Plant
and Pests division says the
amount of shade a plant is grow-
ing under will directly affect the
density of the foliage and the
plant’s flowering and fruiting
characteristics. Blending shade-
tolerant plants into the landscape
can be an effective use of space.
Before choosing plants for an ex-
isting landscape, it’s important to
assess the level of shade or sun the
plants will receive.

● Heavy shade: Heavy shade is
when no direct sunlight reaches
a plant. This occurs at the base of

northern-facing walls or beneath
thick tree canopies.

● Full sun: Areas that receive
full sun enjoy direct sunlight be-
tween six and eight hours per day.

● Moderate shade: These sites
have reflected sunlight that may
come off of water features.

● Light shade: Plants in these
areas will get partially filtered or
dappled sunlight.

Once homeowners understand

which type of shade they are deal-
ing with, they can then visit plant
nurseries and select their plants.
Most greenery comes with care
instructions that include recom-
mendations regarding the amount
of shade/sunlight the plant will
need to do well. If further assis-
tance is needed, a knowledgeable
employee can make suggestions
based on landscape needs.

Those who are looking for

some preliminary guidance when
it comes to selecting shade-toler-
ant shrubs, plants or trees can con-
sult the following list.

● Bleeding heart: Bleeding
heart, or Dicentra spectabilis, is
typically found in woodlands. It’s
a perennial in the poppy family
that produces mounded foliage
and arching vine-like stems of
heart-shaped flowers in the spring.

● Amethyst flower: Browallia

hybrids offer star-shaped blooms
of blue and violet. These plants
will billow out of hanging bas-
kets or containers, and they prefer
warm shade or filtered sunlight.

●Coleus: The coleus, Solenoste-
mon scutellarioides, is another pe-
rennial that can have a variety of
different leaf colors and striations.

● Witch hazels: These are a
genus in the family Hamameli-
dacea, which has four different
species in North America. This
shrub or small tree features arch-
ing branches with dense, multi-
stemmed clumps. Witch hazel
produces flowers in the late au-
tumn when most other plants
are sparse.

● Bayberry: Myrica pensylva-
nica can grow in partial shade
as a hedge or natural property
divider. The leaves of this shrub
are aromatic when crushed. The
shrub will produce tiny, gray/
white fruits in late summer.

● English Ivy: Also known as
Hedera helix, this trailing plant
is widely cultivated as an or-
namental plant. It will spread
easily and can become inva-
sive.

Those searching for shade-tol-
erant trees can choose among
Sugar maple, Black alder, Flower-
ing dogwood, and White spruce,
among others.

Shade-tolerant plants can make
welcome additions to the land-
scape, offering greenery and color
in the darker areas of a property.

MetroCreative

METROCREATIVE

Shade-tolerant plants, such as coleus, can add color and appeal to shady areas of a landscape.

Where Customers Are FAMILY for Over 100 Years

More than just an Oriental Rug store . . . Fine Rug Services at affordable prices

~ Wall to wall carpeting
~ Oriental rug sales and cleaning

~ Hunter Douglas & Comfortex blinds
~ Rug repairs upon request

~ Exceptional customer service
~ Area rugs

~ Cork flooring

www.paulson-rugs.com
email: wmrbya@comcast.net

100 Park Avenue, Swarthmore, PA 19081 • 610-543-6000
Hours: Tues.-Fri. 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. • Wed. 9 a.m. to 8 p.m.

Sat. 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. (Closed Sunday & Monday)

SPRING CLEAN SALE
IT’S TIME TO

CLEAN THE CLOCKS...
Over the course of time, dust builds up in a clock too, and can do major damage

to the parts. So as part of your Spring cleaning, let us clean your clock.
For a FREE estimate call 610-284-2600.

CLOCK SERVICES Servicing Your
Clocks Since 1986

2255 Garrett Rd., Drexel Hill, PA 610-284-2600
Mon.-Fri. 10 a.m.-4:30 p.m.• Sat. 10 a.m.-2 p.m. We Sell Clocks Too!
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From fresh egg produc-
tion to natural garden fer-
tilizer, there is no shortage
of benefits in raising back-
yard poultry. But even as
families become more fa-
miliar with sustainable liv-
ing and keeping chickens,
several poultry myths still
exist.

Here to set the record
straight for our feathered
friends is poultry expert
Lisa Steele, creator of the
renowned Fresh Eggs Daily
brand and author of three
top-selling books on the
subject. Steele is also a con-
sultant with Tractor Supply
Company, the rural lifestyle
retailer now celebrating
Chick Days with live chicks
and ducklings at its stores
nationwide.

Here are Steele's eight
most common myths sur-
rounding backyard flocks:

Myth 1: Chickens are dif-
ficult to care for.

"There is, of course, a
certain level of responsibil-
ity required to properly care
for any living animal. How-
ever, when it comes to back-
yard poultry, the time com-
mitment is fairly minimal
- maybe 30 minutes daily,"
Steele says. Here's what you
can expect: In the morning,
chickens will need to be let
out and fed; waterers will
need to be filled. At some
point, eggs will need to be
collected. Then, around
dusk, after the chickens
have wandered back to the
coop, the door needs to be
locked to protect from pred-
ators.

Myth 2: Chickens (and
coops) smell.

"Chickens themselves
don't smell, nor does a well-
maintained coop," Steele
says. "On average, a chicken
produces about 1.5 ounces of
manure a day, which is far
less than the average dog -
not to mention, when com-
posted, it makes wonderful
nitrogen-rich fertilizer for a

garden."
Myth 3: Chickens are

noisy.
"Despite what you may

have heard, chickens are
pretty quiet. In fact, a cluck-
ing chicken tends to be on
par with normal human
conversation (60-65 deci-
bels). In other words, it's a
lot quieter than your neigh-
bor's barking dog, lawn
mower or car alarm," Steele
says.

Roosters are a different
story, and some areas pro-
hibit them for that very rea-
son. Be sure to check your
local ordinances about
keeping backyard poultry!

Myth 4: You need a
rooster to get eggs.

Chickens will lay eggs
regardless of whether or
not there is a rooster in
the flock. A male chicken is
only needed to fertilize an

egg, meaning eggs laid by
hens in a rooster-less flock
can never hatch into baby
chicks. And while there are
some benefits to having
roosters, they aren't nec-
essary for your hen to pro-
duce a basket of delicious,
fresh eggs.

Myth 5: A chicken lays an
egg every day.

Fresh eggs to eat and
share with friends are one
of the best benefits of rais-
ing poultry, but Steele says
not to expect your hen to lay
an egg every day. "The av-
erage chicken will produce
four to five eggs a week, but
that will vary depending
on the chicken's age, breed,
health and environment.
Shorter days, extreme tem-
peratures, molting (grow-
ing in new feathers) and
other stressors, such as the
presence of predators, can

all affect egg production,"
Steele says.

Myth 6: Brown eggs are
more nutritious than white
eggs.

"The nutrient content of
an egg is based largely on a
hen's diet, not the color of
its egg, which is determined
solely by the chicken's
breed," Steele says. Accord-
ing to a study conducted
by Mother Earth News
magazine, a free-roam-
ing chicken that consumes
grass and bugs will lay eggs
with less cholesterol and
saturated fat and more Vi-
tamin A and E, beta-caro-
tene and Omega-3s than
a chicken fed purely com-
mercial corn/grain-based
foods.

Myth 7: Chickens carry
disease.

"Chickens don't carry

any more risk of disease
than a dog or cat. In fact,
they love to eat ticks and
other pesky critters known
to transmit diseases like
Lyme disease, tapeworm
and heartworm," Steele ex-
plains. "While salmonella
can be transmitted to hu-
mans through poultry dan-
der and feces, simply wash-
ing hands after handling
the chickens keeps the risk
of infection minimal." The
Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention (CDC) also
cautions against live poul-
try inside the home and
against letting children
younger than 5 years old
handle poultry.

Myth 8: Chickens attract
rodents and predators.

"Wild predators are
not any more attracted to
chickens than they are to
wild birds, rabbits, squir-
rels and other small an-
imals," Steele says. "The
truth is, predators are
likely already living in

your midst. The key to
keeping them at bay is to
keep your chickens safe
in an enclosed pen or run
area. Chicken feed should
also be taken up at night
and stored in predator-
proof containers to reduce
the possibility of flies and
mice."

Now through April,
Tractor Supply features
Chick Days, where at nearly
every location you can see
and select live chicks and
ducklings. When it comes
to raising backyard poul-
try, Tractor Supply is a
one-stop shop with coops,
equipment, feed and the ex-
pert advice you need to suc-
cessfully raise chicks into
an egg-laying flock.

For more expert informa-
tion on safe handling and
care for poultry, starting
a chicken coop and more,
visit TractorSupply.com/
Chicks.

Courtesy of BrandPoint

THINKINGOUTSIDETHECOOP

8 commonmyths about raising backyard poultry

BRANDPOINT

From fresh egg production to natural garden fertilizer, there is no shortage of benefits in
raising backyard poultry.

Driveways &
Parking Lots
Concrete Excavating

& Hauling

Residential
Commercial

610-924-9366

K A N E

Paving &
Seal Coating

Free Estimates
PA019734
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Annuals • Perennials • Trees • Shrubs
Fruit Trees • House Plants • Herbs

Flowering Tropicals • Terrarium PlantsGARDEN CENTERG  CE

Celebrate Spring!

ANNUAL & PERENNIALS
Annual Flats: Mix-n-Match 6-pack $19.99
Perennials: $12.99 ea.
or 3 for $29.99 (save $9.00)

FRUIT TREES
$59.99 ea. or 2 for $99.99
Saturday, April 22 at 10 am Farmer Norm teaches
planting, pruning and caring for your home fruit trees

Take Advantage of Our

SUPER SPRING
SAVINGS

137 W. KNOWLTON ROAD, MEDIA PA • 610-876-7116 • LINVILLA.COM

UPCOMING CLASSES
Pruning & Planting Fruit Trees: Sat. 4/22, 10 am
Lavender Salt Scrub: Sat. 4/29, 10 am • $20.00
Story Time & Craft: Every Tuesday, 10:00 am
Mommy and Me Yoga: Every Thursdays, 10:00 am

EARTH DAY SALE
20% Off Trees, Shrubs, Bagged Soil
and Mulch from April 22-24 Only

ARBOR DAY SALE
25% Off Trees - April 28 Only

Open Daily 9am to 6pm
Beginning May 6, Open 8am to 7pm
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