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By William Bellou
Publisher

Eleanor Paul of  Almaden
Valley is among a small
group of  talented students

from Kaichi's Piano Studio who
have been selected to perform at
Carnegie Hall in New York City.  

Eleanor will perform a very dif-
ficult composition, The Serpent's
Kiss, by William Bolcom. “Elea-
nor has an amazing musical tal-
ent,” said Zhu. “Her
hard work has paid
off  and her dedica-
tion is second to
none. She is looking
forward to atten-
ding George Washing-
ton University, Wash-
ington D.C. where
she has been awarded
a music scholarship.”

The 5th Annual
Ta lented  Young
Musicians Compe-
tition will also fea-
ture four other talent-
ed students from
Kaichi’s Piano Stu-
dio who will perform
at the new Zankel
Hall, the newest
addition to Carnegie
Hall on April 22.
Angelina Chen and
Megan Auyeung will
be performing at
2:30 p.m. Aidan
Kwon and Jocelyn
Horng will be per-
forming at 4:30 p.m.
Concertgoers for
each performance
will be near capacity at 600.  

The invitation came from the
International Music and Arts
Society, a non-profit organization
founded in 2010 with the mission
of  advancing musical and cultural
relationships between teachers and
students from all over the world.
Piano soloists’ performances are
presented by memory for up to six
minutes. 

“I’m so very proud of  our stu-
dents who will be performing at

Carnegie Hall this coming week-
end,” said Kai Chi Zhu, owner of
Kaichi’s Piano Studio in Almaden
Valley. “Performing at Carnegie
Hall is a great honor and the expe-
rience will be something our stu-
dents will treasure for their entire
life.”

Zhu’s sons Alex and Robert
played a duet at Carnegie Hall last
year. Alex, who attends Princeton
University, plays the piano and

Robert, who attends Bellermine,
plays the violin. “It was such a mov-
ing experience to see my sons play-
ing together at Carnegie Hall,” said
Zhu. “I know our students’ families
will be so proud watching them per-
form.” 

All prize winners will receive a
trophy with their names engraved.  

Editor’s note: Kaichi's Piano Studio,
located in Almaden Valley, is dedicated
to teaching and cultivating young Bay
Area musicians. 

By Lorraine Gabbert
Senior Staff  Writer

The country’s debate on the viability of the
Affordable Care Act (ACA), also known as
Obamacare, was the timely focus of a recent

Almaden Valley Community Association meeting.
“Our philosophy on healthcare goes back to our

founding fathers, Thomas Jefferson and Alexander
Hamilton, as to whether government should assist
and provide a framework in delivering healthcare, or
if  it should be left to individual choice,” says  Dr. Al
Banuelos, a primary physician with Santa Clara
Valley Medical Center. “Everyone has their own indi-
vidual right to make a decision.” 

Supporters of the ACA believe it provides con-
sumers with essential benefits and meaningful cover-
age, while critics say that governments shouldn’t dic-

tate insurance benefits. “When Medicare was first
signed into law, it was also controversial,” says
Banuelos. 

The ACA was created to provide greater accessibil-
ity to healthcare insurance and reduce the growth of
cost. It expands the affordability, quality and avail-
ability of private and public healthcare insurance
through consumer protections, regulations, subsidies
and taxes insurance exchanges. It also requires insur-
ers to accept all applicants and charge them the same
rates, regardless of pre-existing conditions. 

Although President Trump continues to seek a
repeal of the ACA, his administration recently final-
ized requirements to bolster insurer participation in
ACA markets. However, the rules outlined by the
Department of Health and Human Services include 

See AVCA MEETING, page 6

Pros and cons of the Affordable Care Act

The 5th Annual Talented Young Musicians Competition will feature five talented students from Kaichi’s Piano Studio who will
perform at the new Zankel Hall, the newest addition to Carnegie Hall on April 22. 

Piano students to perform by memory at Carnegie Hall

Eleanor Paul of Almaden Valley is among a small group of
talented students from Kaichi's Piano Studio who have
been selected to perform at Carnegie Hall in New York City.
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THE YOST’S PENDINGS AND RECENT SALES

2017 = 25/1
2016 = 41/3
2015 = 39/1

2014 = 28/4
2013 = 48/0
2012 = 59/5

2011 = 89/23
2010 = 83/5
2009 = 125/19

Inventory is historically low
April 15 Inventory numbers… Super low, but likely to increase some after school break and holiday weekend

Currently available in Almaden (Homes/Townhomes)

Feel free to give us a call for more information about market conditions and the value of your home.

SOLD
6722 Lookout Bend

SOLD
102 Olive Street

SOLD
1029 Burlwood Drive

SOLD
6381 El Paseo Drive

SOLD
6601 Creekview Court

SOLD
6649 Camelia Drive

SOLD
968 Hurlstone Lane

SOLD
6732 Leyland Park Drive

Dear friends and neighbors, thank you 
for making us Almaden’s all time sales

leader. It is a privilege to help you. 
— Margaret and David
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THE YOST GROUP

Impressive and beautifully
remodeled single story country
club home with  approximately
2500 square feet. Outstanding
schools including Williams
Elementary.  

Fabulous, completely remodeled
5 bedroom Shadowbrook 
home with perfect location and
walking distance to outstanding
schools and swim club.

So spacious and lovely! 
Beautifully remodeled with 
gorgeous kitchen opening to 
family room, hardwood flooring, 
3 fireplaces and more! Top schools:
Williams, Bret Harte, and Leland.

Your 
dream 
home may 
be just around
the corner.

COMING SOON FROM THE YOST GROUP
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ValleyCurrents
cur rent (adj.) Present, topical, timely, newsworthy. (n.) Movement in a definite direction, a flow.
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Almaden Kiwanis and other local
Kiwanis clubs met for the annual
Turnaround Scholarship fundraiser din-

ner on April 2.
Members from clubs in the San Jose area con-

vened to raise more than $60,000 in scholarship
money for high school seniors. The funds will be
matched by the Leo M. Shortino Family
Foundation.

The scholarships are directed to students who
have struggled, whether it is related to home-
lessness, truancy, drug abuse or issues at home.
The students, who are showing improvement in
grades in order to make it to graduation day, are
selected by high school counselors.

Each scholarship winner receives $1,000
tuition payment for every year they maintain
passing grades at a university, community col-
lege or vocational school.

To donate to the Turnaround Scholarship
fund, contact Michael Rubino: michaelrubi-
no@sbcglobal.net.

As part of  “Communications
Dispatchers Week in Santa
Clara County,” County 9-1-

1 Dispatchers and two County
Dispatchers of  the Year have been
honored for their critical role in pub-
lic safety. 

The Santa Clara County Board of
Supervisors presented a proclama-
tion to County 9-1-1 Communi-
cations Director Jason Bivens, and
Dispatchers of  the Year Pedro
Yanez and Brie Silva, April 10,
2017,  at the Board Chambers.

“This is an opportunity to honor
the women and men who serve as
our public safety dispatchers, and
who are the voice at the other end of
the 9-1-1 call assisting distraught
callers,” said Board President Dave
Cortese.  “I am proud to honor our
County Communications Depart-
ment and the Dispatchers of  the
Year.”  

The County Communications
Department operates a consolidated
(law, fire, and medical) emergency
communications center that is
staffed by 130 employees, including
99 dispatchers who answer approxi-
mately 42,180 calls per month, 59
calls per hour, 1,406 calls in a 24-hour
period, and 506,164 calls per year.  

“County 9-1-1 Dispatchers are an
essential link between the communi-
ty and first responders,” said County

Communications Director Jason
Bivens.  “Those of  us working with
them every day understand just how
difficult their job is and we greatly
appreciate their competency and
professionalism.” 

Dispatchers are responsible for
answering “9-1-1” and “Non-
Emergency” calls for service in the
unincorporated areas of  Santa Clara
County, and the contract cities of
Saratoga, Cupertino and Los Altos
Hills. They provide advanced pre-

arrival instructions to callers in dis-
tress and process emergency medical
service calls for several contract
cities throughout the county. 

The Santa Clara County Sheriff ’s
Office, Fire Department, and
Emergency Medical Services (EMS)
Agency rely on County Commun-
ications as their primary dispatch
center. It is also the regional coordi-
nator for mutual aid, and acts as a
backup to all other 9-1-1 centers in
the county. The department has

been recognized by the International
Academy of Emergency Dispatch as
an Accredited Center of  Excellence
in Emergency Medical Dispatching
since 2002 by providing callers
reporting medical emergencies with
appropriate physician-approved
medical instruction while help is on
the way.

Emergency Dispatchers are often
referred to as the “first-first” respon-
ders, as they have the first contact
with callers and are the voice behind
the radio when police, firefighters
and medical personnel are respond-
ing to emergency situations. 

“If  you’ve ever been the victim of
a crime, been in a collision, reported
a fire or needed emergency medical
help, you’ve probably called 9-1-1
and been helped by a dispatcher,”
said Supervisor Mike Wasserman.
“These courageous professionals are
sometimes the forgotten component
and unsung heroes of  public safety.” 

Telecommunicators Week began
in California in 1981, and 10 years
later in 1991, Congress introduced a
resolution recognizing the official
name of  the week as "National
Public Safety Telecommunicators
Week." Every year, the second week
of April marks a time to remember
the critical role that 9-1-1 dispatchers
play in helping to keep the commu-
nity safe.

County Communications representatives and honorees (left to right): Jason Bivens,
County Communications Director; Brie Silva, Dispatcher of the Year; Pedro Yanez,
Dispatcher of the Year; and James King, County Communications Deputy Director.

Board of Supervisors honor County 9-1-1 Dispatchers, Dispatchers of the Year 

There was a great turnout in support of the Kiwanis club's Turnaround Scholarship program which is celebrat-
ing its 50th year. Joining with the Willow Glen and Pueblo Kiwanis Clubs, Almaden Kiwanis Club recognized a
number of students with $1,000 renewable scholarships. 

Almaden Kiwanis club joins other Kiwanis clubs to raise $60K for high school scholarships
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Sold!

1290 Hillcrest Drive
Fantastic Country Club Home! 4 bedrooms, 

2.5 bathrooms, Approximately 2,560 square feet

6661 Leyland Park Drive
Spectacular Country Club Residence! Generous 16,200+/- square

foot lot. 4 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms. Ideal Open Floor Plan.

SOLD! 
Inventory is low. It’s a great time to sell 

and get TOP dollar for your home.

Sold!
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Times Community News

AVCA Meeting
Continued from page 1
shortening the health insurance sign-up peri-
od and limiting exceptions allowing people to
join afterwards, possibly after becoming ill. 

In March, the GOP drafted the American
Health Care Act (AHCA), a replacement for
the Affordable Care Act. Under the AHCA,
an individual’s age would have a greater
impact on premium rates and/or subsidies
than income, location or smoking status.
Starting in 2020, federal funding for state
Medicaid programs would be capped and
states would be responsible for a greater pro-
portion of program costs. The bill would end
the ACA’s Medicaid expansion.

Peggy O'Brien-Strain, Doctor of
Economics and President of  Mission
Analytics Group, says that as 50 percent of
long-term and nursing home care is paid for
by Medicaid, a cap would significantly cut
into patient’s care. 

In 2016, an additional 20 million people
received insurance coverage due to the ACA.
Congressional analysts believe that the House
Republicans’ proposal to rewrite federal
health-care law would more than reverse the
gains the Affordable Care Act has made in the
number of Americans with health insurance.

“Republicans have their eye on the ACA
and Trump is talking about doing a reconciliation,
but it has to do with finance rather than regu-
lations,” says O'Brien-Strain. “Although
exchanges wouldn’t be eliminated under the
AHCA regulations, it can make it moot by
getting rid of subsidiaries.”

The ACA provides an insurance exchange
marketplace for people to buy private insur-
ance if  they can’t afford it through their work,
or don’t qualify for Medicaid or Medi-Cal. “If
dismantled, repealed and replaced, what will
happen with those marketplaces and subsi-
dies?” asks Banuelos. 

In 2010, when the ACA was enacted, the
country was facing a healthcare crisis.
“Premiums were rising for health insurance
faster than inflation,” says Banuelos.
“Healthcare spending was increasing in rela-
tion to gross domestic product and uninsured
rates were increasing at alarming rates. People
became bankrupt as a result of not being able
to afford healthcare.” 

In addition, the United States paid the
highest rate per individual for healthcare with
the worst outcome among leading economic
countries. “Something needed to change,”
says Banuelos, “and this was a first step.”

The ACA’s program includes Benefits and
Rights. Under the ACA, young adults up to

age 26 can stay on family plans and insurance
companies can no longer deny health insur-
ance or make individuals pay more for pre-
existing conditions like asthma or lung dis-
ease. Banuelos says that before the ACA, after
being prescribed an inhaler, his patient’s rates
would increase and they could even be denied
coverage. The ACA prevents gender discrimi-
nation, stops insurance companies from
imposing unjustified rate hikes, provides the
right to a rapid appeal from insurance compa-
ny decisions and does away with annual and
lifetime dollar limits.

“Before the ACA, if  a young child had a
disease that required a lot of attention, a con-
dition requiring much therapy or drugs that
cost $5,000 to $10,000 a pop, after $500,000
insurers wouldn’t pay for it,” says Banuelos. 

The ACA also improves Medicare for sen-
iors and added coverage for flu shots, pneu-
monia, HEP B shots, colonoscopies and
mammograms. Under the ACA, health plans
sold to individuals and small businesses
include Essential Health Benefits of Services
including outpatient care, hospitalization,
emergency care, maternity and newborn care,
mental health services, addiction treatment,
rehabilitation services, lab services, preventive
services, chronic care, wellness visits, pedi-
atric services (dental and vision below age 19)
and prescription drugs. 

O’Brien-Strain says that rather than premi-
um increases paying for subsidies, the main
payment for the ACA is through lower pay-
ments for Medicare, through hospital penal-
ties for readmissions, surcharges for wages
over $200,000 and taxes on investment
income over $200,000.  However, premium
stabilization distributes costs to others.   

Under the ACA, employer and individual
mandates count for less than 10 percent of
funding. The AHCA changes financing,
repeals taxes and allows for higher contribu-
tions for savings accounts. “It protects income
from taxes and is a benefit for high income
individuals,” says O’Brien-Strain. “The
income can be put in and taken out pretax
and after a certain age, doesn’t have to go to
healthcare.”

The ACA could experience a death spiral if
healthy people and plans leave the exchange,
which would cause premiums to rise for those
remaining, resulting in healthy people leav-
ing. “Plans are not losing money now,” says
O’Brien-Strain, “but they’re fragile. The
AHCA would make it worse as older individ-
uals would face higher premiums, which
would affect enrollment.” Plans have until
June 21 to decide whether to continue in the
ACA in 2018. 

See AVCA MEETING, page 8

Dr. Peggy O'Brien-Strain and Dr. Al Banuelos tackled healthcare insurance at a recent AVCA meeting.
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Times Community News

AVCA Meeting
Continued from page 6

Local residents shared their concerns about
the ACA. “I didn’t hear how with the ACA
we’re going to spend less,” says a resident,
“and I wonder if  the reason is that we’ve con-
vinced ourselves in this country we want
Cadillac medical care, but if  we’re providing
that to everyone, it becomes too expensive. In
Europe, they limit care. 

“We all want to control costs until we want
the best thing in the moment when we’re the
ones who are sick,” says O’Brien-Strain.” It’s
the bottom line for all of us.”

According to Healthpocket, in 2016, ACA’s
popular Silver Plan had an individual
deductible of $3177 and a family deductible
of $6480. “Those kind of deductibles drive
people from buying insurance,” says a resi-
dent. O’Brien-Strain agrees. 

“The out-of-pocket costs, deductibles and
co-pays are big issues,” she says. “They say
that if  only people had more skin in the game,
they’d pay more attention to costs, but people
don’t want more skin in the game, they want
less.” 

“A huge number of people avoid getting
healthcare when they need it,” says a resident,
“as they can’t afford insurance because of the
deductibles.” In fact, in an experimental
study, even physicians who knew better in the
face of a high deductible delayed care and
ended up getting sicker and facing higher
costs. 

“The single payer system makes much
more sense to me,” says a resident. “Everyone
would be on it automatically. The taxes would
be high, but we’d get rid of premiums, co-pays
and deductibles and help people who need it.
We have examples around the world that this
kind of system works and is more cost effec-

tive.”
“Other countries provide healthcare at

lower costs with better outcomes,” says anoth-
er resident. “ACA doesn’t do a very good job.
Insurance companies take in over 30 percent
of everything spent on healthcare for admin-
istration, marketing and profits. Medicare
prohibits the government from bargaining fair
drug prices. These things need to be corrected
and the single payer system is the way to go.
Better health care at half  the cost; what’s not
to like?”

“Other countries have more regimenta-
tion,” says Banuelos. “They standardize how
to do certain surgeries and offer universal
insurance with supplemental insurance.” 

O’Brien-Strain says that in the United
States, doctors are paid a lot more than doc-
tors overseas and citizens have more choices
of providers. “We have among the best top-
end care,” she says. “People come from all
over the world for UCSF, Stanford and the
Mayo Clinic.”

To reduce costs, the ACA created health-
care innovations like readmission penalties. It
provided additional support to caregivers so
Alzheimer’s patients could stay at home
longer, detoured hospitals’ emergency care
patients to their primary care physicians and
suggested that patients with brain injuries
should be cared for in their local hospital
rather than helivaced to specialty hospitals.

“We all want to see healthcare provided in
a cost effective way with good outcomes,”
says Banuelos. “The question is whether we
view medical care as a privilege or a right. I
believe medical care is a right. Everyone
should have access to medical care and
receive it. We, as a society, are viewed by how
we treat our disabled and disadvantaged. You
have to make your own decision. We want to
provide healthcare to the community the best
way we can.” 

The National Speech & Debate
Association (NSDA) announced that
Harker School student Aditya Dhar

has been selected to represent the United
States at the World Schools Debating
Championships in Bali this summer.

Dhar joins four other exceptional student
debaters selected from more than 140,000
student members across the country com-
peting against students from five continents.  

“We are extremely proud to have these
students represent the United States at the
world championship,” said NSDA
Executive Director, J. Scott Wunn. “Not
only are these students exceptional debaters,
but they have an outstanding work ethic and
exemplary character. We can’t wait to watch
them shine on an international stage.”

The World Schools Debating
Championships will be held August 1-11,
2017 in Bali, Indonesia. You can follow the
team at speechanddebate.org/usa-debate.

About the National Speech & Debate
Association

The National Speech & Debate
Association is the largest interscholastic
speech and debate organization serving
middle school, high school, and collegiate
students in the United States. The
Association provides competitive speech
and debate activities, high-quality resources,
comprehensive training, scholarship oppor-
tunities, and advanced recognition to more

than 150,000 students and coaches every
year. For 90 years, the National Speech &
Debate Association has empowered more
than 1.5 million members to become
engaged citizens, skilled professionals, and
honorable leaders in our society. 

For more information, visit www.speechandde-
bate.org.

Harker school student selected to represent USA
at World Schools Debating Championships in Bali

Aditya Dhar has been selected to represent the
United States at the World Schools Debating
Championships in Bali this summer. Photo:
Harker / YouTube
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Times Local News

Leland High School
Chargers hold 
sporting goods yard
sale to raise money to
fight cancer 

Here’s a great opportunity to
help fight cancer and get a great
deal on used sports equipment.

The Leland High School foot-
ball team is holding a yard sale of
used sports equipment to raise
funds for the American Cancer
Society.   

The fundraising event begins
Saturday at 8 a.m. to noon, April
22 at 1288 Litmann Ave., San
Jose, CA 95124.

Coyote Creek Visitor
Center grand opening
at Anderson Lake
County Park April 22 

There is a new wealth of  infor-
mation explaining and document-
ing the relationship between man
and nature available soon to every-
one here in Santa Clara County. 

The information is just part of
the exciting grand opening of  the
Coyote Creek Visitor Center set to
open doors for the first time on
Earth Day, Saturday, April 22nd. 

Ribbon cutting and opening
remarks are set at 10 a.m. sharp,
followed by an open house from
10:30 a.m.to 2 p.m. The center is
located at Anderson Lake County
Park, 19245 Malaguerra Avenue,
Morgan Hill, CA. 

Open house visitors will enjoy
the interactive exhibits, natural
history and photography walks,
along with family activities. On
display will be a realistic creek dio-
rama showing plants and animals
living here and an opportunity to
learn by looking into a tree, down
into the water and inside the excit-

ing discovery drawers. 
No visit will be complete with-

out a stop at the, “Naturalists
Nook” to read a book, play with
wildlife puppets or enjoy a nature
scavenger hunt. The Coyote Creek
Visitors Center will be the perfect
choice for families with young
children to explore and learn
together. Visitors can then recap
their stroll down the trail by show-
ing what they saw on a magnetic
trail board. 

The Santa Clara County Parks
and Recreation Department has
provided recreational opportuni-
ties, beautiful parks and precious
natural resources for Santa Clara
County residents for more than 50
years. 

This golden legacy has resulted
in one of  the largest regional park
systems in the State of  California. 

Mustang Stampede
Annual Fundraiser

The annual golf  fundraiser for
the Pioneer High School Athletic
Booster Club, Mustang Stampede
will be held on Monday May 15th,
2017. 

Golfers can
add a “mega
ticket” along
with individual
or foursome
registrations to
ensure they
have ample
foot wedge,
mulligan and
other coupons.  

Registering online takes less than
5 minutes at: phsabc.com/2017-
mustang-stampede/ 

There are a number of  new
sponsors this year and returning
sponsors - more details and online
registration can be found here
(many sponsor levels also include
golf  slots) phsabc.com/2017-mus-
tang-stampede-sponsorship-sign-
up
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SAN JOSE ALMADEN
1096 BLOSSOM HILL ROAD, SUITE 200   408.448.4488

PLEASANTON $2,399,000
6 BR 4 BA Kottinger Ranch Beauty
custom built home. Backyard is
entertainers delight with pool, built in
BBQ, deck & grass area.
Bimla Sabhlok, 
CalBRE #00939221 
408.807.6492

ALMADEN VALLEY $2,350,000
5 BR 4.5 BA Open Floor Plan ~
Updated Kitchen & Baths. 2/3 Acre
Lot, 4 Car Garage. Call to Show.
Margaret Guerrettaz, 
CalBRE #01380497 
408.621.1790

EVERGREEN $1,599,950
4 BR 3 BA Beautiful single level
estate in Meadowlands! Open &
bright floor plan w/ high ceilings. Top
Rated Schools! Visit
RonMasonRealtor.com
Ron Mason, CalBRE #01145613
408-896-6794

WILLOW GLEN $1,549,000
4 BR 2.5 BA Remodeled home w/
lots of natural light. Granite coun-
ters, hardwood floors throughout.
Over-sized master. Huge backyard!
Kerry McCarty, 
CalBRE #01354552 
408.838.5993

ALMADEN VALLEY $1,485,000
5 BR 2.5 BA Walk to Top Schools!
Updated 5 Beds and 2.5 Baths.
Large Park Like Yard! Open House
Saturday & Sunday from 1:30-4:30
Margaret Guerrettaz, 
CalBRE #01380497 
408.621.1790

CAMBRIDGE PARK $1,249,888
4 BR 2.5 BA Coveted Corner Lot,
Located in the Cambridge Park
Community Overlooking
Neighborhood Park!
Robyn McKeon Powers, 
CalBRE #01378342 
408-582-3785

CAMPBELL $1,179,000
5 BR 2.5 BA Amazing Campbell
Neighborhood. Updated home with
5 bedrooms and 2 ½ bathrooms
close to parks and fantastic
Campbell schools
Kim Nicholson, CalBRE #01799950
408-506-5447

THE VILLAGES GOLF 
& COUNTRY CLUB         $740,000
2 BR 2 BA Spacious bright condo is
ideal floor-plan. Features high ceil-
ings, recessed lighting, & eat in kitchen.
More info RonMasonRealtor.com
Ron Mason, CalBRE #01145613
408-896-6794

MOUNTAIN VIEW     PRICE UPON 
REQUEST

3 BR 2.5 BA Updated 2-level town-
house. Close to downtown shop-
ping, restaurants & transportation.
Steve Coan, 
CalBRE #01258637 
408-234-8700
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By Steven Leonard
Times Media Movie Reviewer

The Case for Christ is far better than I antici-
pated. 

Most Christian movies are low budget, this
one is well crafted with a compelling story and
well-acted; the perfect movie for the Easter
Season.

There are no out-and-out villains in this film;
just plenty of  people with flaws.It’s with sympa-
thy for all of  them, perhaps, that Jon Gunn
makes his best case for Christianity. The movie is
captivating, tender, and a heartfelt spiritual jour-
ney well-worth taking.

Case for Christ, is an intriguing faith-based
true story in which an investigative reporter, Lee
Strobel (played by Mike Vogel), confronts his
own beliefs about faith and religion. It stands
among the best films yet produced by the
Christian film industry. 

Avowed Atheist
Things weren't going nearly as well at home

where Strobel’s wife Leslie's newfound faith in
Christ went against everything he believed-or
didn't believe-as an avowed atheist. 

Utilizing his journalistic and legal training,
Lee begins a quest to debunk the claims of
Christianity to save his crumbling marriage. 

Chasing down the biggest story of  his career,
Lee comes face-to-face with unexpected results
challenging the historical, medical and legal evi-
dence for and against the Resurrection of  Jesus.

Strobel, former legal editor of  the Chicago
Tribune, cross-examines a dozen experts with
doctorates who are specialists in the areas of  old
manuscripts, textual criticism and biblical stud-
ies. He challenges them with questions like; how
reliable is the New Testament? Does evidence for
Jesus exist outside the Bible? Is there any reason
to believe the resurrection was an actual event? 

Strobel’s tough, point-blank questions make
this movie feel like a captivating, fast-paced
novel. But it is not fiction, rather a riveting quest
for the truth about history s most compelling fig-
ure. What will your verdict be in “The Case for
Christ”?

From the time the church was birthed on the
day of  Pentecost, the followers of  the Christ have
willingly sacrificed themselves. This is what
makes the Christian faith different. 

The apostles who loved the Lord to the end
willingly followed the Lord down the path of  suf-
fering.

• John was exiled to the lonely isle of  Patmos.
• Stephen was stoned to death by an angry

crowd.
• Matthew was stabbed to death in Persia by a

mob.
• Mark died as horses pulled his two legs

apart.
• Doctor Luke was cruelly hanged.
• Peter, Philip and Simon were crucified on a

cross.
• Bartholomew as skinned alive by the hea-

then.
• The apostle James was beheaded by King

Herod.
• Little James was cut in half  by a sharp saw.
• James, the brother of  the Lord, was stoned to

death.
• Judas was tied to a pillar and shot by arrows.
• Matthias had his head cut off  in Jerusalem.
• Paul was beheaded by Emperor Nero.
The gospel grows through hardship. Truth is

always truth. Nothing and no one can change
that. It will always conquer. The dark side claims
that it’s the only side that can protect you from
harm. They claim that walking in the light won’t
protect you.  As reflected in other movies, Darth
Vader turned to the dark side because the dark
side promised to protect his family and friends
while the light wouldn’t make any such empty
promises. 

The movie “The Case for Christ” reminded

me on how to wait on Him, how to patiently
endure hardship and how to love your wife and
family in a more realistic way. God did not cre-
ate us and then leave us behind. Our Father is
involved in our lives every second of  the day. To
follow God is a call not only to live for him, but
to die for Him also. Our purpose in life is to suf-
fer, serve, save others and then to die! 

True power can only come from loving our
enemies, dying for our enemies, and going to hell
for our enemies. True power comes from the
Cross and this reflects the meaning behind the
film “The Case for Christ”!     

Man, always tries to seek God, in the eras of
Stalinism, Moldesvism and all other ‘isms’ seek
some false god, even if  God is taken away.
Buddha said that he could reach the state of
absolute nothingness only after long and hard
exercise. Greek philosophers tell us how difficult
it is for the mind to reach the idea of  God and
truth. Muhammad says he felt miserable before
God. He felt like nobody, but God simply
revealed Himself  to him. Among these religious
teachers, there is only one who says, “I and the
Father are one.” Among the great teachers of  the
world religions, nobody ever said anything like
that. This is the only instance in history when
God so fully revealed Himself  through a man,
Jesus Christ, the God-man.

Every religion is an attempt to reach god. But
Christ is God’s attempt to reach man. Jesus was-
n’t trying to seek and find God. Jesus said, “I
came from Him.”  Great teachers of  humanity
such as Confucius, Buddha, Muhammad,
Socrates, Plato, and others saw the truth as the
mountaintop where you climb with great labor
and hard work. It was indeed like a high moun-
tain that you need to climb, panting, and work-
ing hard. In Islam and Pantheism, it’s about
climbing to search for God; but Christ didn’t
need to go up or climb anywhere. He was com-
ing down and sent from God, and He didn’t say
that he needed to reach something. No, He came
to the people to bring them something that He
always had from the beginning of  creation. He
brought good news from His Father. He wasn’t
searching for something. He already had it. He
was the only one delivering something unique to
mankind. He brought a gift from God. He was-
n’t bringing something to God or looking for
God. He came from Heaven. He didn’t have the
mysteriousness of  Indian sages or political exoti-
cism of Eastern philosophy. He spoke in plain
everyday language. The illustrations for his ser-
mons were taken from everyday life. This is a
mystery, which he reveals to us in the Gospel of
John. “Whoever saw me sees my Father.”

The distance between the past, present and
future is also the same in terms of  measurement.
So is the distance between life and death. It all
depends on where the observers are standing and
what the observers believe they’re seeing in the
form of images and sounds. Each scene, image
and sound is simply a movement through time.
Fast forward, stop, rewind, play, and edit all dis-
play the glory and power of  God as in a master-
piece painting called images, or a maestro sym-
phony called sounds, painted, and orchestrated
by the hand of  God.

We’re just many characters in many scenes
moving forward in time. We’re simply here to
observe and witness His glory and power. The
only power we have is to observe witness and
have hope, faith, and love in our Creator and in
each other. 
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Movie Review: The Case for Christ

Saturday, April 22, 2017
Clean-up: 8:30 - 11:30 a.m. Rain or Shine � Celebration: 12:00 p.m. - 1:00 p.m.

Register online at bit.ly/2017d10galpu
For more information contact Dora Gonzalez at (408) 535-4982 

or email dora.gonzalez@sanjoseca.gov



Graystone Elementary School
fifth-grader Tasaria Kilpatrick
(pictured center, above) edged

out 10 budding chefs who competed
in Future Chefs Challenge last month
at Gunderson High School, placing
first place.

The chefs, students San Jose
Unified School District elementary
schools, beat out 140 other students
to reach the district-wide finals
event. 

The Sodexo-sponsored cooking
competition encourages elementary
school students to think about eating
healthy and channeling that mindset
toward the kitchen.

Tasari’s wining creation “Le
Butternut Squash” turnovers edged
out many classics such as quiche,
deviled eggs, chili, macaroni and
cheese and breakfast enchiladas.
Kilpatrick’s savory kid-friendly but-
ternut squash, sweet potatoes, shi-
itake mushrooms and Swiss cheese
stuffed inside buttery pastry dough
was a favorite among judges and
attendees. 

Kilpatrick said she didn’t think her

meal “would get this far in the com-
petition.” She wanted something
that exotic “just to have some fun
with a creation that pairs nicely with
holiday meals.”

All contestants won a gift bag
filled with various prizes.
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1081 Foxworthy Avenue, 
San Jose, CA 95118
(408) 265-7380
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www.Kindercare.com

Times News Briefs

Graystone Elementary fifth-grader serves
up winning meal at cooking contest

Samrath Ahuja 
inducted into
Lambda Pi Eta
Honor Society 

Samrath Ahuja, Almaden
Valley, has been inducted
into Lambda Pi Eta, the

national academic honor society
in the communication discipline
at the University of  San Diego. 

Lambda Pi Eta recognizes out-
standing academic achievement
among undergraduate students in
communication (major or minor).

Lambda Pi Eta was establish in
1985 and is affiliated with the
National Communication Asso-
ciated headquarted in Washing-
ton D.C.

Samrath Ahuja of  San Jose,
was inducted into the honor soci-
ety having met the criteria of   hav-
ing a class standing of  declared
Communication Studies major or
minor, and achieving an outstand-
ing academic record at USD.
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The San Jose Police Department School
Safety & Education Unit is hiring school
crossing guards at $21.39 hourly (part-
time/un-benefited).  

Minimum qualifications include ability to
work one hour in the morning and one hour
in the afternoon every school day during

school start and end times, possession of  a
valid State of  California driver's license,
access to a motor vehicle, and other qualifi-
cations. 

To learn more about this employment
opportunity, contact the School Safety &
Education Unit at (408) 277-4553.

Silicon Valley Comic Con (SVCC),
Steve Wozniak’s pop culture and tech-
nology expo is taking place the week-

end of  April 21-23.
This year the expo features robots,

because automation and AI (Artificial
Intelligence) are become more advanced –
also, if  comics, movies and TV are to be
believed - robots will play a key role in the
future of  humanity. 

“Pop culture has shown us so many
potential robots of  the future - will they
become friends and helpers like R2D2 or
Rosie? Will they become threats like Ultron
or The Terminator?” said Wozniak. “The
potential is vast, and the robotic advances of
today are exciting.”

“Our event is curated by one of the forefa-
thers of modern computer technology so a
robotics exhibit is the perfect fit,” added Trip
Hunter, CEO of SVCC. “Rest assured, while
these machines are highly intelligent, we've
taken all the precautionary measures to ensure
no AI takeovers will occur at the show!"

From NASA robots and humanoid robots
to R2D2 builders clubs, attendees can expect
to see the latest and greatest innovators in
the robotics space. 

Among the guests scheduled for one, two
or three day event are: William Shatner,
Adam West, Buz Aldrin, Nichelle Nichols,
Jonathan Frakes and John Cusack.  

To learn more about the event’s robotic
activities and purchase tickets, visit:
www.svcomiccon.com. 

ABOUT SILICON VALLEY COMIC
CON

Silicon Valley Comic Con celebrates the Age of
the Geek by bringing together America’s two
greatest superheroes: pop culture and technology.
Featuring top celebrities, comics, independent
artists, cosplay, video game creators, consumer
electronics, music and apps, Silicon Valley Comic
Con is where entertainment and our electronic
worlds intersect. The second annual Silicon
Valley Comic Con will be hosted at the San Jose
Convention Center in San Jose, CA the weekend
of  April 21-23, 2017. 

SJPD Hiring Crossing Guards for District 10 schools 

Steve Wozniak (second from left) and friends welcome fans of Star Trek to this year’s SVCC.

Silicon Valley Comic Con technology
expo taking place April 21-23



By Ken DeHart 
Director of  Player Development, 
Almaden Valley Athletic Club

When the tennis courts were taken out at
San Jose State University the Women's
Tennis Team needed a home site to prac-

tice and play nine of  their home matches.  AVAC
stepped up and became the home for San Jose State
Women's Tennis Team for 2016-2017.

The lady Spartans not only found a new home
they became tennis members at AVAC.  The team
and coach Chad Skorupka have compiled a winning
record this year at AVAC.  With daily practices
between 1-4 pm and weekend matches the Almaden
area has been treated to major college Division 1
tennis.

SJSU Senior Day and AVAC Appreciation Day
is April 22nd  

During the last home match of  the season versus San Diego State
University.  Any member and non-member is welcome to attend the
match for FREE. The team will recognize the graduating seniors
and have FREE pizza for all those spectators at the match. AVAC
has two tower viewing decks which makes watching the match a

real treat.  You can see 3-4 courts at one time. The
three doubles matches start at 12 noon and the 6 sin-
gles start at 1 p.m. 

AVAC Hosts PTR (Professional Tennis
Registry) Tennis Pro Training

Ken DeHart is the Director of  Player
Development at AVAC. Ken is the former Executive
Director of  the PTR, 2 time PTR international Pro
or the Year and PTR National Clinician. He con-
ducts courses for the Professional Tennis Registry for
adult coaches and pros who want to become certi-
fied to teach tennis.  There are a variety of  courses
offered for certification to teach Adults, 10 & Under
Juniors, Juniors ages 11-17, High Performance
Junior and Senior conducted by Ken for the PTR.

These courses are open to adults in the Almaden
area and NorCal who want to learn more about
teaching their children, high school coaches, current

teaching pros who want to upgrade their teaching skills and those
wishing to enter the tennis teaching profession.  Dates times and
locations are on the PTR website at ptrtennis.org or you can contact
Ken at kendehart@avac.us.
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AVAC
Report
Ken DeHart

AVAC is home site for San Jose State University Women's Tennis Team

Leland Robotics Quixilver only
Silicon Valley team advancing
to World Championship

By Marisa Nakanishi
Special to the Times

Leland Robotics FTC Team 8404 Quixilver recently
competed against 72 teams from 13 different states
at the West Super-Regional Championship in

Tacoma, Washington.  
After being ranked in the top ten of  their division, the

team advanced to the World Championship in Houston,
Texas. Of  the 203 FTC teams in Northern California,
Team 8404 Quixilver is one of  only three teams that qual-
ified to the World Championship and the only team to
advance from Silicon Valley.

The team began their journey three years ago as a six
student team from Bret Harte Middle School. Now,
Quixilver has grown to twelve members, with students
attending Leland High School and Bret Harte Middle
School. 

In the FTC program, teams are challenged to build
robots that must fit within an 18 inch cube, as well as com-
plete objectives during matches. 

At one of  their three Qualifying tournaments of  the sea-
son, FTC 8404 Quixilver was awarded the Inspire Award,
which is given to the team that provided a role model for
other teams. The Inspire Award advanced Quixilver to the
North California Regional Competition, where teams
competed for the opportunity to qualify to the Super-
Regional in Tacoma, Washington. After winning the
Think Award at Regionals, Quixilver successfully contin-
ued their journey to the West Super-Regional where they
made the top ten in their division. Now, they will be rep-
resenting the Bay Area where they will compete at the
World Championship. 

Now they are working hard to prepare for the World
Championship, where Quixilver will compete against 128
FTC teams from 39 different countries across the world.

For more information about how to get involved with the
FIRST robotics program, please contact FTC 8404 Quixilver at:
ftc8404@gmail.com 

The team is now raising money to buy additional parts, sen-
sors, cameras, and tools, since they are working on enhancing the
capability of  their robot and fine-tuning the precision of  their sen-
sor detection.  The team currently has a GoFundMe page where
you can support your local team at: gofundme.com/Help-FTC-
8404-go-to-the-World-Championship

Find out more about FTC 8404 Quixilver at: quixil-
ver8404.weebly.com.

Ken DeHart is the former Executive Director of the PTR, 2 time PTR inter-
national Pro or the Year and PTR National Clinician. 



By Kevin Larsen
Times staff  writer

Acontroversial proposal to build hill-
side homes near Silver Creek
Country Club will require moving

the Greenbelt line if  approved. 
Julie Hutcheson, Legislative Advocate for

Committee for Green Foothills, addressed
the proposal for the 2,150 acre proposal
Young Ranch at the District 8 Community
Round Table (D8CRT) meeting held at the
Village Square Library on April 6. 

Hutcheson informed the community about
her organization and their opposition to the
Young Ranch proposed development. “We
want to inform the community so they can
be aware of  this attempt at sprawl in our eco-
logically sensitive hillsides,” said Hutcheson. 

The Committee for Green Foothills is
against the project because it would allow
urban development in a rural area.
Hutcheson says, “It violates the voter-
approved green belt line and other long-
standing fundamental development policies
between the City of  San Jose and the
County.” “We are not supportive of  the
Young Ranch project because it is an assault
on San Jose’s voter approved greenbelt and
would set an alarming precedent county-
wide.”

Established in 19652, the Committee for
Green Foothills is a nonprofit group that
watchdogs and protects the open spaces,
farmlands and natural resources of  San
Mateo and Santa Clara counties through
advocacy, education and grassroots action.  

Many Silver Creek Valley Country Club

residents are concerned that traffic conges-
tion with a new road intersecting Silver
Creek Valley Road will be even more danger-
ous and believe the project will ruin the aes-
thetics and beauty of  Silver Creek Valley. 

Some Silver Creek Valley residents
expressed their concerns about fire protec-
tion. They point out that the nearest County
Fire Department is 13.5 miles away in
Campbell which could pose a fire danger for
Silver Creek Valley Country Club property
owners, unless the City of  San Jose agrees to
offer fire protection for the new develop-
ment. 

The landholding company YCS Invest-

ments, an abbreviation for the Hong Kong
billionaire family name Yeung Chi Shing
who bought up the 2,150 acre parcel in the
1970s. The investment company has filed ini-
tial permits for the $90 million project with
Santa Clara County approximately four
years ago. If  approved, YCS Investments
must dedicate 90 percent of  the land as a
nature preserve. Hutcheson states, “The term
used in YCS’ marketing materials “nature
preserve’ will not be accessible to anyone in
the community except the residents of  the
Young Ranch who can afford homes on an
endangered species habitat.”

The proposal would build Young Ranch in
two phases: 39 homes at first, the rest follow-
ing later approval. It would need San Jose to
relinquish two-thirds of  the parcel to the
county. While County rules allow for a max-
imum of  30 homes, the proposal is for 79
luxury homes which would lie on two-acre
plots. 16 secondary units with strict land-
scaping rules and a 4,000 square foot com-
munity center. Homeowners lots would be a
minimum of  two-acre and homeowners
would have to adhere to strict landscaping
rules. The homes would rely on septic tanks,
and water would come from wells or be pro-
vided by the privately owned Great Oaks
Water Service. 

Councilmember Sylvia Arenas responds
“Young Ranch is a project that has repeat-

edly earned strong opposition - including the

strong opposition of  city staff,” said Sylvia
Arenas, San Jose City Council member,
District 8. “While the question is currently in
front of  the County Board of  Supervisors,
there is a city component, which is why I'm
currently gathering more information and
meeting with city staff, community mem-
bers, and advocates. As a new councilmem-
ber, it's important for me to complete my
research before taking a final position, but I
do share the same concerns that our commu-
nity is expressing.”

“County staff  reportedly YCS Investments
believes they it have a viable project here,”
said Hutcheson. “Whereas the city of  San
Jose believes the project doesn’t match up to
what we have in our general plan or its agree-
ment with the County as to where urban
development belongs. This project has creat-
ed an unnecessary conflict between jurisdic-
tions.” said Hutcheson.

Hutcheson stated that the project is con-
troversial due to a proposed “clustering” of  a
Zoning Ordinance amendment and the use
of  urban services for what is supposed to be
a rural development. The Zoning amend-
ment would allow a transfer development
rights coupled with a significant increase in
density.  Two county owned properties with
four city properties. This would allow trans-
ferring of  lots. “The applicant has also filed
for a Zoning Ordinance Text Amendment to
allow transfer of  density from parcels located
within the City’s jurisdiction to parcels locat-
ed within the County’s jurisdiction, which
would result in an additional 40 lots on
County parcels,” said Hutcheson. “In addi-
tion, YCS Investments has also requested a
density bonus, allowable under State Law, to
enable an additional nine lots on the County
parcels, bringing the total of  proposed lots to
70.” 

”This tears at the fabric of  what the city is
supposed to do and what the county is sup-
posed to do,” said Hutcheson. She also said
that many other organizations are concerned
about this proposal for it is precedent setting.
(Voters previously approved Measure K in
2000 to establish Greenbelt lines). 

Hutcheson said the applicant, YCS
Investments, Inc., attempted a similar pro-
posal in 2014. She said the Santa Clara
County planning commission denied their
previous application because it conflicted
with the County’s General Plan.  

See GREENBELT, next page
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A proposal to build hillside homes near Silver Creek Valley Country Club will require moving the Greenbelt
line if approved. 

Proposal to build hillside homes near Silver Creek Country Club requires moving Greenbelt line 

Phone: (408) 459-9644
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San Jose sister city in Japan celebrate
60 year anniversary April 21-23
San Jose and Okayama, Japan, will be celebrating the 60th anniver-

sary of  the sister city linkage between our cities later this month
when a 115-member delegation from Okayama visits San Jose

April 21 – 23. 
The delegation will be led by Mayor Masao Omori and will include

18 members of  the Okayama City Council, 20 leading business execu-
tives, former university exchange students, and community members.

The San Jose-Okayama sister city relationship, established in 1957,
one year after the birth of  the Sister Cities movement was founded by
President Eisenhower, is the third oldest sister city affiliation among U.S.
cities.

The City will welcome the Okayama delegation to City Hall with a
U.S/Japan – San Jose/Okayama flag raising ceremony on Friday, April
21, 2 p.m. 

The Consul General of  Japan will be attending the ceremony and the
famed San Jose Taiko will be performing. The ceremony is a communi-
ty celebration and all are welcome to attend.

A dinner will be held at the Rotary Summit Center on Sunday, April
23, 6:30 p.m. to mark the 60th anniversary of  the special San Jose-
Okayama Sister City relationship. 

The public is invited to attend the dinner and you may use this link to
register for the Sister City dinner: tinyurl.com/60thPerformances. You
may also use this link for a separate Saturday evening cultural program
at the Hammer Theater that will feature performers from Okayama and
San Jose. 

Editor’s note: At the time of  printing the registration deadline may have
passed, best to call and see.

Greenbelt
Continued from previous page

Several Evergreen residents attending the April 6 meeting expressed their
opposition because the proposed development sets an alarming precedent
and endangers sensitive hillside habitat species like the Bay Checkerspot
butterfly. Also, scenic views, traffic safety, noise, and air quality are also of
concern. Animals and plants that are endangered include: Tule Elk, turtles,
plants, and bats. Cultural resources are also impacted, include Ohlone
graves, settlements and relics. 

Jim Zito, who served on the San Jose Planning Commission for eight
years, said the Young Ranch project “proposes to use questionable land
swap and density credits to circumvent long standing preservation policy
and voter approved safeguards of our hillsides."

“I’m pleased the initial indication is that San Jose's Planning department
has recommended denial of this project and is preserving the fundamental
policies that were followed during tenure on the planning commission,”
said Zito. “That is to preserve the surrounding hillsides, and fully respect
our Greenline policy.  We knew then that any breach of this fundamental
priority would open the floodgates to additional developments such as the
adjacent Richmond Ranch and other hillside properties as far north as
Fremont, and as far south as Gilroy."

Comments regarding the proposed development can be directed to Dave Rader,
Senior Planner Santa Clara County Department of  Planning and Development@
David.Rader@pln.SCCGOV.ORG. 
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By William Bellou
Publisher

Apoorva Panidapu, a sixth grader at
California Connections Academy in
San Jose, is named grand-prize winner

of  NASA Langley Research Center’s
Centennial Student Art Contest.  

More than 800 artwork submissions were sub-
mitted for the contest from 40 states and Puerto
Rico. The artwork was judged on originality,
interpretation of  subject matter/theme, creative
techniques, composition and overall art appear-
ance. 

Panidapu praised the work of  NASA and
expressed her appreciation for what the agency
does, notably in creating this art contest to help
invoke creativity in children.

Panidapu’s vision of  a wondrous star-filled
sky ripe for exploration and discovery won over
hundreds of  entries submitted from across the
country in a NASA student art contest. Children
in grades K-12 were invited by Langley to use
their talents, imagination and knowledge of
NASA to create original artwork for the art con-
test entitled, “A Storied Legacy, A Soaring
Future.”

Panidapu said she was inspired to participate
in the national contest because “not only would
I be able to create something, but also I would
be creating it for NASA, an inspiring organiza-
tion that represents the importance of  science,
technology, math and engineering in our socie-
ty, using it to change the world: the embodiment
of what I want for my future.”

Panidapu’s inspiration  
Panidapu explained her inspiration in creat-

ing her artwork for the NASA contest:

“Writer Henry David Thoreau once said,
‘The universe is wider than our views of  it.’ In
my art piece, I have attempted to capture an
extremely small part of  our universe, a part that
is still enormous to us as mere human beings.
From a young age, my interests have laid within
two subjects, math and art. While many other
kids were playing outside with their friends, I
would either be scribbling out math problems or
doodling on a random sheet. When I heard of
this opportunity, I was inspired to participate
because, not only would I be able to create
something, but also I would be creating it for
NASA, an inspiring organization that represents
the importance of  science, technology, math
and engineering in our society, using it to
change the world: the embodiment of  what I
want for my future. In my piece, I started off  by
creating a landscape upon which there are two
children gazing at the sky through a telescope.
The older girl is helping the boy by pointing out
intriguing constellations and objects in the sky. I
then splashed the rich pigments of  a deep blue
merged with various amounts of  crimson with
dashes of  pitch black paint scattered here and
there to create the midnight sky. Adding the fin-
ishing touches, I sprinkled pure white paint
across the painting to represent the millions of
stars, as space is vast and full of  enigmas waiting
to be discovered. To celebrate the 100th
Anniversary of  NASA Langley within my piece,
I created the number 100 out of  three miniature
illustrations. I portrayed a rocket as the number
‘One (1)’ to signify the beginning of  every explo-
ration. To depict the incredibly life-changing
moment of  the landing of  Neil Armstrong,
Edwin ‘Buzz’ Aldrin, and Michael Collin on

July 20, 1969, I painted an astronaut looking out
on the moon, creating a ‘Zero (0)’. And for the
last ‘Zero (0)’, I drew the insignia of  NASA, a
common sight across the globe, to weave in the
purpose I was even introduced to this opportu-
nity. To finish it off, I painted the motivational
phrase, “A storied legacy… a soaring future,”
onto the earth background on which the chil-
dren kneel upon. The beginning of  the phrase,
‘A storied legacy’ symbolizes the incredible
achievements that NASA has pioneered so far,
discoveries that have led to evolutions in our
modern world, and our “soaring future” repre-
sents forthcoming rapid advancements, innova-
tion, exploration, research,  a future where any-
thing is possible as we soar across the sky into
the vast unknown we call space.” 

Each grade had a first- second- and third-
place winner, determined by a panel of  NASA
artists. Those winners became eligible for the
grand prize, which was voted on via a nation-
wide online poll. The voters also determined
honorable mention winners for each grade.
There were 3,780 votes online from 43 states
and the District of  Columbia to determine the
grand-prize winner.

The goal was to illustrate how NASA
research and innovation propels science toward
new discoveries that help generate new opportu-
nities, technologies and ways to understand and
protect our home planet.

“I’m grateful to be a part of  this memorable
milestone and the grand centennial celebra-
tion,” she said.

Panidapu received certificates for her win: a
NASA exploration package (posters, pens, stick-
ers, patches and lapel pins) and her artwork will

be publicly displayed at the Virginia Air and
Space Center in Hampton, Virginia and at an
upcoming Langley centennial exhibit at the
Peninsula Fine Arts Center in Newport News,
Virginia.

Panidapu enjoys playing the violin, sketching,
painting and helping young kids with math and
art.

Sixth grader wins NASA Centennial Art Contest

Apoorva Panidapu
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CAMPBELL UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH
1675 Winchester Boulevard
(near Hamilton), Campbell,
95008. Church Office: 378-
3472. www.campbell-
umc.org. E-mail us at: camp-
bell_umc@earthlink.net. SUN-
DAY WORSHIP: 9:00 and
10:30 a.m. Handicapped,
hearing-impaired friendly facil-
ity. (Nursery Care available).
SUNDAY SCHOOL for every
age at 9:00 a.m. WHAT YOU
WILL FIND:  Youth/Young
Adult programs, Choirs for all
ages, Active Senior
Fellowship, a dynamic and
diverse congregation of seek-
ers motivated to explore the
questions of faith and life;
opportunities for fellowship,
study, spiritual growth and
outreach. Campbell UMC is a
Reconciling Congregation ~
ALL ARE WELCOME!
Campbell UMC sponsors
Bright Days preschool, offer-
ing a play-based, develop-
mentally appropriate curricu-
lum. Call 378-8422 for infor-
mation. 

CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
OF ALMADEN VALLEY, UCC
6581 Camden Ave., San Jose,
CA 95120. Pastor, Rev. Dr.
Michele Rogers Brigham. 408
268-0243
www.AlmadenCongregational.
org
We are a welcoming Church
engaged in progressive
approach to faith, worship and
giving to our local community.
We are proud to be UCC,
Open and affirming (O&A) and
welcome members of the
LGBT community. We support
local Innvision Shelter
Feedings once a month, San
Francisco Night Ministry,
Second Harvest Food Bank,
Church World Service, and
Communities Responding to
End Poverty.  
Worship 9:00AM, Sunday
School 10:00 AM Sundays. 
1st Sundays in Worship: Holy
Communion
2nd Sunday in Worship: Folk
Choir
3rd Sundays at Coffee Hour:
Round Table Disc.
4th Sundays in Worship:
Blessing of
Birthdays/Anniversaries/other
"joy" Occasions
Tuesday, AA Meetings, 8:15-
9:15 PM.
Wednesdays, 9:30 AM.,
Women's Study Group 

CHURCH OF CHRIST
5351 Carter Ave., San Jose
95118
408.265.5837
www.bibleroad.org

We strive to be a group of
Christians that love and honor
God and Jesus Christ in our
daily lives. We assemble each
Sunday to encourage each
other through singing, study-
ing, praying and sharing in the
Lord’s supper. Simple—just
like what one reads about in
the New Testament.
Bible class at 9:30 AM
Worship at 10:30 AM
Located in south San Jose
near Kooser Rd. and Camden
Ave. (behind the Almaden
Valley Athletic Club).Come
make new Christian friends!

EAST VALLEY CHURCH
We are a Multicultural
Christian Community commit-
ted to making Christ known to
our Neighbors, Community
and World. 
Sunday Schedule: Coffee and
Conversation 9:15am Worship
9:45am, Sunday School for all
ages 11:15am
Childcare is provided for all
our Sunday Services.  Our
NEW Children’s Building is
Open!
Uplifting music, Biblical teach-
ing, ministries for Children,
Youth, College & Career, Small
Groups for all adults,
Ministries to Men, Women,
Seniors, Celebrate Recovery
(Please see website for details
and meeting times  www.east-
valleychurch.com )
VBS:  June 13th  – 17th
(5:45-8:30pm) & Sports
Camp:  July 18th  – 22nd
(9am -12:30pm)   For more
details or to register please
visit our website
Senior Pastor – Pastor Ron
Johnson, Community-Life
Pastor - Pastor Patrick Boyd,
Children’s Ministry Co-
Directors – Alyssa Friend and
Kristen Pearson
We are located at 2827 Flint
Ave (Between Tully &
Norwood) San Jose, CA
95148, Phone 408-238-0231,
e-mail info@eastvalley-
church.com
We are associated with
Converge Worldwide
www.convergeworldwide.org

THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH IN
ALMADEN 
6581 Camden Ave. San Jose,
CA 95120.  The Rev. Shelley
Booth Denney, Rector
Phone:408-268-0243
Web:www.eca-sj.org 
At the Episcopal Church in
Almaden (ECA), we are joyful
followers of Jesus Christ.
Through worship, study, fel-
lowship and outreach, we
strive to nurture and grow a
strong faith community of
believers, a family of all ages,

where each member feels
welcomed, loved, valued and
empowered to serve. Children
are especially welcomed and
cherished as an important
part of God's family. All junior
high and senior high students
are welcome to participate in
our Youth Groups. During the
school year we have joint
Sunday School with our sister
church, the Congregational
Church of Almaden Valley,
UCC. The Episcopal Church in
Almaden offers the following
regular opportunities for wor-
ship: Sunday at 7:30AM and
10:45AM, Holy Communion
service. Each Sunday service
is followed by a coffee hour
for friendship and conversa-
tion.

EVERGREEN VALLEY CHURCH
Visit our Web Site at
wwww.evcsj.com
2750 Yerba Buena Rd. San
Jose, CA 95121. Phone: 408-
274-7422. Saturday worship is
at 5 pm. Sunday worship serv-
ices at 9 am and 11 am..
Excellent contemporary
Christian music and Bible-based
teaching. Nursery care and
Children’s Sunday School pro-
grams at 9 am and 11 am.
Junior High students meet at
9am and High School students
meet at 11am. Nuevo
Comienzo: Servicio en espanol,
Domingo 4pm.

FIRST CHURCH DOWNTOWN
Worshipping at 55 N. 7th
Street, in downtown San Jose.
(Horace Mann school)
firstchurchdowntown.com
Telephone: (408) 294-7254
x310. We are a community
serving the Christ from the
heart of the City, working to
know Jesus and make Jesus
known by serving, worship-
ping, and learning together.
Worship services are at 10:00
AM at the Horace Mann
Community Center (7th and
Santa Clara Streets). Worship
includes both contemporary
and traditional music, a mes-
sage that is relevant to real
life, based in the Bible, and
meaningful to people of all
ages and backgrounds.  We
work in our community to pro-
vide real assistance and long-
term, life-saving solutions:
food, housing, counseling,
and spiritual direction.  Our
children's & families' min-
istries include Sunday class-
es, outdoor family activities
such as bike rides and fishing
trips.  Come, Make a
Difference and feel the differ-
ence God can make in your
life!

GRACE CHURCH OF EVER-
GREEN
www.GraceChurchSJ.Net
See you on Facebook
2650 ABORN ROAD at
Kettmann, across from
Evergreen Public Library.
Serving Evergreen for over
50 Years. John S Goldstein,
Pastor
Christian Worship every
Sunday at 
11.00 am
Together let us build lives
toward excellence!
Music Institute
(408)791 7772
After School lessons on
Piano, Violin, 
Viola, Flute
PreSchool
Age 2-6 years 
caring for your 
child with God’s love and
affection
(408) 791 7772
Immigration Services
Call for Appointment
(510)584 1824

HOLY SPIRIT CATHOLIC
CHURCH
Faith.Knowledge.Community -
this is our promise to our
members. If you are looking
for an active Christian faith
community, we invite you to
experience Holy Spirit Parish
Community. All are welcome!
We are located at 1200
Redmond Avenue, San Jose,
CA 95120. Mass is celebrated
at 8:30 a.m. Monday - Friday.
Our weekend Mass schedule
is Saturday 5 p.m., Sunday 8
a.m., 9:30 a.m., 11:30 a.m.
and 6 p.m. Rite of
Reconciliation is every
Saturday at 4 p.m. or by
appointment. Our Parish Office
is open Monday - Thursday
8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. and
Friday 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Call 408-997-5100 for record-
ed information or 408-997-
5101 to speak with someone
in our parish office.
Information on Faith Formation
for children and adults can be
obtained by calling our
Catechetical Office at 408-
997-5115. Get in the loop
with our 3sixty High School
Youth Ministry by calling 408-
997-5106. Holy Spirit School
serves grades Pre-K through
8th, and is located at 1198
Redmond Avenue. You can
reach the school office at
408-268-0794.

THE POINT CHURCH
www.ThePoint.Church
3695 Rose Terrasse Circle.
San Jose CA 95148. Located
at the top of Aborn Rd and
Murillo Ave.
Come be inspired and build

your faith as we worship
together this Sunday @ 10:30
AM. KidsPoint is our children's
ministry, serving infants
through 5th grade. It is a fun
and safe experience for kids
as they grow in their walk with
God. ONE is our student min-
istry, serving 6th through 12th
grades. We help lead students
into a growing relationship
with Jesus through conversa-
tions, fun and service.
Because of the diversity of
Evergreen we offer church
services in 5 languages, each
with their own auditorium and
pastor.
10:30 AM English, Mandarin,
Cantonese and Cambodian.
Spanish at 1:00 PM. 

SAINT ANTHONY CATHOLIC
CHURCH
We invite you to become a
part of our hospitable, intimate
Catholic parish.  We are a car-
ing community, promoting
spiritual growth, reaching out
to people in need and where
you get to know people by
name.  We offer children's reli-
gious education (CREATE);
Youth Ministry (BLAST & X-
STATIC); Scripture Study (day
& evening); Senior's Group
and many other adult min-
istries as well.  Saint Anthony
parish is located in Almaden
Valley at 20101 McKean
Road, San Jose, 95120.  Our
weekend Masses are at 4
p.m. on Saturday at our his-
toric church at 21800 Bertram
Road in New Almaden, CA
95042 and on Sunday at 8:30
a.m., 10:30 a.m., and 5:30
p.m. at the McKean Road
location.   Our Parish Office is
open Monday 9 a.m. - 12
p.m. and Tuesday thru
Thursday, 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.
and 1 - 4 p.m.  For more
information, stop by the Parish
Office or call 1+ (408) 997-
4800, or visit our website at
www.churchstanthony.com.
Fr. Larry Hendel, Pastor.

ST. BASIL THE GREAT GREEK
ORTHODOX CHURCH
6430 Bose Lane, San Jose,
CA 95120
Church Office 408-268-3214    
Clergy:  Fr. Allan Boyd 
Experience our Lord Jesus
Christ after the manner of the
earliest Christians.  All are
welcome to our warm, multi-
cultural Church community,
where services are done pri-
marily in English.  What hap-
pens when you reunite created
matter to its Creator?  Come
and see! Sunday worship:
Orthros – 8:30 am
Divine Liturgy – 9:30 am
We also celebrate Liturgy on

most feast days. 

ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI
CATHOLIC CHURCH
5111 San Felipe Rd., San
Jose, CA 95135
408-223-1562. www.stfran-
cisofassisi.com
www.stfrancisofas-
sisipreschool.org
We invite you to join our com-
munity of faith located in the
Evergreen area of San Jose.
We are an inclusive diverse
community striving to serve
as Disciples of Jesus Christ in
the footsteps of St. Francis,
offering prayerful and joyful
liturgies; evangelization, fel-
lowship, and service opportu-
nities to the community. We
offer spiritual opportunities for
all ages, including children's
liturgy, dynamic E.C.H.O - Jr.
High, IGNITE - High School
and North Star -Young Adult
Ministries, along with small
faith communities and oppor-
tunities to help the poor and
marginalized of San Jose. Our
Preschool is the only Catholic
Preschool offering quality fam-
ily oriented service in the
Evergreen and Silver Creek
areas. Our Chapel, Gathering
Hall, Parish Office, Mission
Center, Parish Gift Shop,
Memorial Garden and
Preschool are all located at
5111 San Felipe Rd. 
Please come join us to wor-
ship at one of the following
times and locations: 
St. Francis of Assisi Chapel
Saturday 5:00PM, Sunday
8:30 AM, 10:30 AM, 12:30
PM, 4:00 PM (Mass in
Vietnamese), 6:00 PM Youth
Mass
St. Francis of Assisi Gathering
Hall 
Sunday 9:00 AM,
Sunday11:00AM, Igbo Mass -
Second Sunday of the month
12:30 PM
Mt. Hamilton Grange - 2840
Aborn Road
Sunday 9:30 AM 
The Villages Gated Community
(Cribari Auditorium)
Sunday 8:15 AM
For more information, please
call or visit us at the Parish
Mission Center open M-F 9:00
AM -12:00 PM; 1:00 PM -
4:00 PM. Come join us and
share your presence with us
so that together we may grow
and share our gifts to help
build God's Kingdom!

Worship listing
advertisements
are $495 annually.
(408) 898-7534.
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DAVID & VICKI
HARRIS

2921 Villages Parkway,
San Jose

(408) 754-1572

DAN WALKER
Realtor® CalBRE #00758244

Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage
410 N. Santa Cruz Avenue, 

Los Gatos, CA 95030
(408) 892-4813 

email: Dan.Walker@cbnorcal.com

GLORIA 
ASHDOWN

(408) 398-1516
gloriaashdown@aol.com

KRAIG 
CONSTANTINO

kcreteam@gmail.com
www.KraigsListings.com

(408) 219-9122

Open Saturday 
& Sunday 
1:00-4:00
1285 McAbee
Estates Place
$1,499,950
5 bed 4 bath
3485+/- sqft
Therese Swan
408.656.8240
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PAT 
O’CONNOR

(408) 691-7322
poconnor@kw.com

RICH
CROWLEY

(408) 256-4221
AlmadenHomes.com

CAROL CAMILLI-
MONTGOMERY

www.camillihomes.com
carolcamilli@kw.com

(408) 209-7809

STACY 
SEYMOUR

(408) 960-9416
www.stacyseymour.com

stacy.seymour@cbnorcal.com



Clothing - Sportswear

BJ & J Sports Awards & Gifts Offering a full line of men’s, women and chil-
dren’s NFL, MLB, NBA and Sharks apparel. Gifts ranging from flags and mugs to
hats; perfect for the sports fan in your life! (408) 578-4858 5483 Snell Ave, San
Jose, CA www.bjjsportsawards.com

Battery Patrol Rescuing motorists for over 10 years! We offer a full line of bat-
teries including car, RV, boat, wheelchair, and more. Call for the battery and we
will provide as well as install the batteries to get you on the move again. (408)
597-6628 San Jose, CA.

Juan’s Printer Repair Don’t spend cash to service and repair your printers and
computers - just call me. I also sell and service reconditioned office equipment.
(408) 238-7694 3315 Sylvan Dr, San Jose, CA www.jprservices.com

Computer Training Consultants Wonder what all those programs do on your
PC? Let us help you take full advantage of your system. Certified wireless net-
work administrator classes. Learn desktop software such as Quickbooks. (408)

380-0600 2446 Almaden
Road, San Jose, CA
www.comptraining.com 

Power Washing Systems
Store-front power washing to
transform the face of your
business or home. Bring life
back to your outdoor areas.
Deep clean all hard surfaces
from driveways to patios
with high quality professional
equipment. You’ll be amazed
by the difference! (408) 529-
9615 1322 Yosemite Ave,
San Jose, CA www.pwspow-
er.com 

Car Batteries

Computer Repair/Service/Training

Pressure Washing
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SAME DAY CLEAN UP & GO TRASH HAULING
We Take Everything! 

We do all loading!  Residential/Commercial
Trash Removal, Hauling Front/Backyards, Garage,

Hoarder Cleanouts, Home/Rentals Clean-ups,
YARD SERVICE, Front/Backyard cleanups,

Tree/Shrub Removal, Shed/Deck Removal. Fire safety! 
MOVING ASSISTANCE IN/OUT
Senior/Military Discounts

7 DAYS, RAIN OR SHINE!

(408) 729-0630

MORENO HAULING

Hauling

Repairs and PaintingShoe Repair

Call now to place your ad by phone:
(408) 898-7534

Home Services

Jewelry/Watch Repair

TimesClassifieds

Michael W Boyd, 
Owner
Cell 408-391-2809
Fax 408-371-1083
Off. 408-371-5040
www.Boydstreeservice.com
boydstree@yahoo.com
Cont. Lic.  2-23-1993

Boyd’s Tree Service - Since 1984

Tree Service

Tree trimming, Structurally pruning Tree
removal, Stump grinding and landscape
maintenance. Find us on Yelp.

Real Estate

Phone: (408) 363-1690 
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