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Turn to us for matters of the heart
(and strokes, too!)

At ECM and Shoals Hospitals, we’re not taking care of our patients because of the awards
we’ve won or the recognition it brings. We take care of our patients because that’s what we

do, as the region’s only heart, stroke, and acute rehab centers.
Awards are nice, but we do this for you.

www.ecmhospital.com • www.shoalshospital.com

The J.W. Sommer Rehab Unit at Shoals Hospital
has earned the Joint Commission’s
GOLD SEAL OF APPROVAL.

ECM Hospital has earned the Joint Commission’s
GOLD SEAL OF APPROVAL

and the American Heart Association/American
Stroke Association’s Heart-Check Mark for Advanced

Certification for Primary Stroke Center.
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at River Bluff
Each Office Independently Owned and Operated

110012-1110012-1

300 N. Montgomery Ave., Sheffield
256-762-2701
email: Bethpirtlesells@gmail.com

Beth Pirtle can
make it happen.

The House
you’ve dreamed
of can be your…

Broker, Owner

mailto:Sheffield256-762-2701email:Bethpirtlesells@gmail.comBethPirtlecanmakeithappen.TheHouseyou%E2%80%99vedreamedofcanbeyour%E2%80%A6Broker
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Implant, Cosmetic, General Dentistry & Sedation

1947 Florence Blvd, Florence • 256-766-8800
www.hickoryhillsdentalcare.com

Bruce Evans, D.M.D., P.C.

Don’t wait another day to get the
beautiful, healthy smile you deserve!

Bringing You Excellence Bringing You Excellence Bringing You Excellence 
In Dental CareIn Dental CareIn Dental Care
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• Implants • Dentures

• Extractions and Surgical Extraction

• Root Canal Therapy • Teeth Whitening

• Bridges • Sedation • Nitrous Oxide

• New Patients of all ages welcome

• All insurances welcome

• Outside financing available



C O N TA G I O U S C H A R M

R I C H H I S T O R Y

I N S P I R E D C U L T U R E

Florence,Alabama is that easy melody your heart starts
humming on a Sunday drive.

It’s that stick-to-your soul lyric that reminds you there’s a whole lot of beauty

just a fewmiles south of the fast lane.

V I S I T F L O R E N C E A L . C O M
Download our FREE app to plan your Florence getawayandmore.

Stories, Songs & Style for Miles

109983-1
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711 Woodward Ave. - Muscle Shoals
(Next to the Village Shoppe)

256.248.4024
www.therennoliveoil.com

Ultra Premium
Olive Oils & Vinegars

Specialty Food &
Unique Kitchen Ideas

Ultra Premium 
Olive Oils & Vinegars

10
99

85
-1

711 Woodward Ave. - Muscle Shoals 
(Next to the Village Shoppe) 

256.248.4024
www.therennoliveoil.com

Specialty Food & 
Unique Kitchen Ideas
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Muscle Shoals

Publisher
DARRELL R. SANDLIN

Executive Editor
GARY MAITLAND

City Editor
SHERHONDA ALLEN

Graphics Technician
T.J. HILDRETH

Page Designer
LIN REYNOLDS

Contributing Writers
RUSS COREY, BERNIE DELINSKI,  

MONICA COLLIER, ROBERT PALMER,  
TOM SMITH

Contributing Photographers
MATT McKEAN, JIM HANNON, 

ALLISON CARTER

219 W. Tennessee St.,
 Florence, AL 35630

256-766-3434

Published by

Tennessee Valley
Media, Inc.

Circulation Director
WALTER GOGGINS

Display Advertising  
Manager
RENITA JIMMAR

Prepress Manager
LIN REYNOLDS

Advertising Graphic Artists
RITA STRICKLIN, 
T.J. HILDRETH,
JIM ALLEN, 
RUSSELL RODEN,
ANDREA GRAY, 
GWYN JONES

Retail Advertising
STACEY GALLOS
SHARON GOENS, 
CHERRI SUTHERLAND, 
BRAD TAYLOR

HOW TO REACH US

For story ideas or 
comments:
Gary Maitland
256-740-5721

For distribution questions:
Walter Goggins
256-740-5784

For advertising questions:
Renita Jimmar
256-740-5815



11
09

49
-1

3020 Florence Blvd. • Florence, AL 35634

256-767-1995 • barnettbrown.com
Monday - Saturday 9 AM to 5:30 PM

RE
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’CHOICE

Tim
es
Da

ily Voted #1 Furniture Store
Reader’s Choice

2008, 2009, 2010, 2011,
2013, 2014, 2015 & 2016
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THE CITY OF FLORENCE
(256)-760-6400 • Fax (256)-760-6388
WWW.FLORENCEAL.ORG

...Experiiience SSSouttthhhern llliiiffffe at its bbbest!!!...Experience Southern life at its best!
FlorenceFind yourself innnn
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on the cover

The “sport of kings” is spectacular to watch, 
especially at this gem of a polo club here in the 
Shoals.

Photograph by Matt McKean- TimesDaily
ON THE COVER

Welcome
Bluewater Creek Polo fields can be seen from U.S. 72, and it’s a 

fight to avoid temptation to stop and just gaze at the undulating 
emerald landscape. The fencing surrounding the fields can appear 
so white as to be jeweled on a sunny day. In the midst of it all, if 
you time your pass down the highway just right, the polo ponies 
are there contentedly munching grass, or chasing each other in a 
game known only to them.

It’s a hidden oasis in our corner of northwest Alabama, and we 
invite you to visit (go to http://www.peytonafarms.com/bwcp/
schedule/ for a schedule). The polo club has a rich history, and its 
founder, Ed Robbins, is a jewel among teams that come from across 
the country to play at Bluewater. Last year, Robbins was designated 
the oldest active polo player as confirmed by the Guinness Book 
of World Records. We’re delighted to introduce Bluewater and 
Robbins to you within these pages.

The Shoals has protected its agrarian history, including the 
Tennessee River that runs through it, and the beauty of our 
countryside. But there’s also a funky vibe among us that is 
testament to the music that has flowed from the artists here much 
like the river’s legend – the Native Americans who settled this area 
refer to the sounds emanating from the water as “singing” so it’s no 
accident we’ve embraced the legend of “the singing river.”

This area we call “the Shoals” has four distinct cities within its 
two counties. We’re happy to show you how to explore every 
nook, cranny, field and stream. There’s so much to see and do, we 
invite you come again, and again. But one warning: We’ve been 
known to turn visitors into residents.

http://www.peytonafarms.com/bwcp/schedule/
http://www.peytonafarms.com/bwcp/schedule/
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Experience world-class golf when you play the Robert Trent Jones Golf Trail at The Shoals. With two 18-hole, championship courses
carved along the Tennessee River, players at every stage of the game can be challenged while enjoying the rhythmic beauty of The
Shoals. Travel + Leisure named the Fighting Joe course one of the top new courses in 2004, and The Schoolmaster course boasts a
signature 18th hole high on the bluffs over the river. Explore the natural topography and enjoy exceptional golf at RTJ at The Shoals.

ROBERT TRENT JONES GOLF TRAIL AT THE SHOALS · 990 SUNBELT PARKWAY · MUSCLE SHOALS, AL 35661 · FACEBOOK.COM/RTJTHESHOALS

BOOK YOUR TEE T IME TODAY AT 256 .446 .5111 OR AT RTJGOLF.COM.

PERFECT HARMONY FROM TEE TO GREEN
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Light thheir path with
a Chhrist-centered

education.
NOW

ENNROLLING
2017-2018

School Year
256.767.1203 | 698 COX CREEK PKWY, FLORENCE | WWW.MHBS.ORG

“Not only do we stand behind our windows, we stand on them!”
Local Owners, Michael and Melissa Edwards

1-800-NEXT WINDOW
256-383-8894

717 Michigan Ave., Muscle Shoals, AL
Windowworldmuscleshoals.com

Call to schedule your FREE
in-home estimate today!

America’s Largest Exterior Remodeler | WINDOWS • SIDING • DOORS • MORE

Windows

Doors

Siding

Sliding Patio Doors

11
06

21
-1



MARRIOTT SHOALS HOTEL & SPA
10 Hightower Place, Florence, AL 35630
MarriottShoals.com, facebook.com/MarriottShoals

A part of the Resort Collection on Alabama’s Robert Trent Jones Golf Trail

TREAT YOURSELF.

Relax and unwind at the Spa at the Shoals, a 6,000-square-foot premiere spa located at the

Marriott Shoals. Unwind in our relaxation room, steam room or whirlpool before or after your

spa treatment. Pamper yourself with a massage, facial, manicure/pedicure or indulge with an

invigorating and detoxifying salt glow or sugar scrub treatment.

MENTION THIS AD IN SHOALSWOMAN and receive 10%OFF any item in our retail area.

For more information or to make reservations, call 256.246.3696 or visit MarriottShoals.com.

© 2015 Marriott International, Inc.

110613-1

MENTION THIS AD IN EXPLORE THE SHOALS and receive 10% OFF any item in our retail area.
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theShoals 
  distinguishing the 
four cities

Our name comes from the 
rocky shoal of the Tennessee 
River that flows east to west, 
making a northward turn to 
join the Ohio River at Paducah, 
Kentucky. The treacherous 
shoals are now under water, 
tamed finally by the Tennessee 
Valley Authority dams. 
Meanwhile, our distinct four 
cities were born.

Florence
Population: 40,059
When founded: 1818; incorporated, 1826

Florence, the country seat of Lauderdale County, was 
established on the northern banks of the Tennessee River 
in the years immediately after the Louisiana Purchase 
and the War of 1812.

The town’s site was surveyed in 1818 by Ferdinand 
Sannoner for Cypress Land Company. Sannoner, who was 
a native of Italy, named the new town after his favorite 
city in his homeland.

Florence became a textiles town and was home to 
some of the earliest mills in the region.

Music is a key element of the city’s heritage. W.C. 
Handy, the “Father of the Blues,” and Sam Phillips, the 
“Father of Rock ’n’ Roll,” were born in Florence. The 
Muscle Shoals music industry got its start in Florence, as 
well. The University of North Alabama has its roots in the 
first state-chartered university in Alabama.

florenceal.org

Florence
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Ranked #6 – Best Teachers in Alabama!
Ranked #7 – Best District in Alabama!
Ranked #8 – Safest District in Alabama!

Ranked Top 4% – Best District in America!

96% – Graduation Rate
$14 Million – Class of 2016
116 – Fine Arts Courses
69% – Teachers w/Adv. Degrees
65 – Career Tech Courses
63 – Athletic Teams
20 – Adv. Placement Courses
14 – Average class size
10 – Top Ten Locally Funded
Florence Academy of Fine Arts
Virtual School for Grades 7 – 12
Technology for Every Student

Aspiring to be #1 in the state and among the top in the nation!

We believe that regardless of
where you come from, who
you are, or what you aspire
to be, our talented staff,
coupled with one of the most
expansive and progressive
academic programs in the
nation, will propel FCS
graduates into a successful
future.
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Muscle Shoals
Population: 13,506
When founded: 1923

Muscle Shoals was unincorporated farm land until the 
early 1920s when automotive tycoon Henry Ford visited 
the area and proclaimed his vision of turning the flat 
land into a metropolis. Ford offered to purchase Wilson 
Dam, but was turned down by the U.S. government. 
Instead, the government established the Tennessee Valley 
Authority. In 1923, the people living in unincorporated 
Muscle Shoals voted 361-6 for incorporation. 

Disagreement continues about the origin of the name 
Muscle Shoals. Some claim the muscle portion of the 
name is a misspelled reference to mussels found in the 
Tennessee River, while others say it refers to the hard 
work and strength used to establish the area. 

In the 1960s and 1970s Muscle Shoals became known 
as a hit maker in the music industry. Rick Hall and 
his FAME Recording Studios, and talented back-up 
musicians, The Swampers, put Muscle Shoals on the 
music map.

cityofmuscleshoals.com

Muscle Shoals

Muscle Shoals TuscumbiaFlorence Sheffield
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Specializing In:
• RESIDENTIAL

• FARMS

• FINE HOMES
& ESTATES

• LARGE
ACREAGE

• COMMERCIAL
PROPERTIES

•WATERFRONT
PROPERTIES

LARRY
GREEN
(256) 335-3577

email: L.Green@Century21.com
www.LarryGreenShoals.net
www.LGreenHomes.net

We are your Real Estate Specialist in Colbert,
Lauderdale, and Franklin counties.Your total

satisfaction is my number one priority!!
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mailto:L.Green@Century21.com
http://www.LarryGreenShoals.net
http://www.LGreenHomes.net
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807 Missouri St., Tuscumbia • 256-381-2861
www.jabcopools.com • M-F 9-5 & Sat. 9-12

Custom Built Gunite Pools & Spas
since 1964

• Oldest Pool Builder in Alabama • Chemicals
• Equipment • Parts • Water Testing

• AIG Pools & Accessories

107853-1
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Sheffield

Sheffield
Population: 9,107
Founded: 1884

Gen. Andrew Jackson recommended that a town be 
established on the bluffs overlooking the Tennessee 
River after he and his troops camped in the area in 1817. 
The town was later laid out on that site and called York 
Bluff. The name was changed to Sheffield, after the city 
in England, which is on the River Sheaf.

Sheffield is the home of both locations of Muscle 
Shoals Sound Studios, where artists such as The Rolling 
Stones, Paul Simon, Boz Scaggs, Lynyrd Skynyrd, Willie 
Nelson, Rod Stewart and Bob Seger recorded albums in 
the 1960s and 1970s. 

Sheffield is the home to Tuscumbia Landing, which 
was a debarkation point for Native Americans who were 
uprooted from their homes and forced to migrate west 
to reservations in Oklahoma under the Indian Removal 
Act of 1830 under President Andrew Jackson. In 2013, 
the city formed the Sheffield Port Authority at Tuscumbia 
Landing to work with groups that want to develop the 
site into an interpretive center.

sheffieldalabama.org
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Tuscumbia
Population: 8,578
Incorporated: 1820

The French settled the land in the 1700s, but the town 
was destroyed. The Chickasaw Nation moved in next, 
establishing a town near the spring. The first white 
family arrived about 1815.

The town, which is the county seat of Colbert County,  
was renamed in 1822 in honor of the Chickasaw chief 
who lived there.

Tuscumbia is best known as for Ivy Green, the 
birthplace of Helen Keller. It had the first railway west of 
the Alleghenies.

cityoftuscumbia.org

Tuscumbia
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FLORENCE
Park information:  
256-760-6416  
www.fpard.com/Park

COX CREEK PARK
Where: Corner of 

Alabama 17 (Chisholm 
Road) and Alabama 133 
(Cox Creek Parkway); 
hours: 8 a.m. to dark; 
free; wear your protective 
and safety gear

Got your skateboard 
with you? This is the 
park for you. Florence 

Skate Park is located 
here featuring equipment 
manufactured by Spohn 
Ranch and made out of 
SkateLite Pro, a surface 
used by professionals 
and amateurs. The 
surface stays consistent 
in hot, cold, wet or dry 
weather, with frames of 
galvanized steel welded 
rather than bolted to 
prevent movement, and 
two banked wedges. 
Other park amenities 
include 12 lighted tennis 

courts, a billiard building, 
a playground, and 
horseshoe pits.

 DEIBERT PARK
Where: Cox Creek 

Parkway and Darby 
Drive; hours: daylight; 
cost: free

This park offers 
tranquil nature walks 
along a 2.85-mile trail 
that winds through 
open areas, woods and 
around three ponds. 

A playground, picnic 
shelter and restrooms 
also are on site.

MCFARLAND PARK
Where: Alabama 20, 

west of O’Neal Bridge; 
hours: daylight; most 
services are free

This park gives you 
the best view and 
access to the Tennessee 
River and is a favorite 
among boaters, anglers, 
campers, joggers, 

FAMILY-FRIENDLY 
MUNICIPAL 
PARKS

The Shoals has numerous parks, 
three of them on the Tennessee 
River, with a variety of amenities.

Residents and visitors to the Shoals can find 
plenty of outdoor activities.

River Heritage Park in Florence.

http://www.fpard.com/Park
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601 South Montgomery Avenue • Sheffield, AL 35660 • 256-383-7992 • Store Hours: 8:00am to 5:30pm Monday - Saturday
See more online at www.fredericksons.com

FREDERICKSON’S
Since 1946

Come see our newly designed kitchen showroom.

LOCALLY OWNED INDEPENDENT DEALER FOR 70YEARS!
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Riverfront Park in Sheffield.

bicyclists, dis golfers, 
bird watchers and other 
outdoor enthusiasts.  
There is a playground 
with picnic tables, and 
picnic tables dot the park 
with unobstructed views 
of the majestic river. 
A lighted walking trail 
and floating restaurant 
are irresistible draws, 
as are the swings and 
benches that overlook 
the river. Other amenities 
include boat ramps and 
slips, a baseball field, 
and camping area. The 
Florence-Lauderdale 
Visitors Center is located 
here.

RIVER HERITAGE PARK
Where: 800 Cox Creek 

Parkway; 256-760-6416
This park, located 

near the Marriott Shoals 

Hotel and Spa, features 
a playground and large 
splash pad that’s open 
May to September from 
11:30 a.m. to 9 p.m. A 
large pavilion offers a 
cool place to sit when 
it’s not rented for special 
events.

WILDWOOD PARK
Where: Waterloo Road, 

west of Florence; hours: 
daylight; free

It’s all nature here, 
with picnic tables, a 
nature trail, a pavilion, 
and beginner and 
advanced mountain bike 
trails.

MUSCLE SHOALS
Park information:  
256-386-9270  
www.cityofmuscleshoals.com/
Default.asp?ID=26&pg=Facilities

GATTMAN PARK
Where: 901 Gattman 

Park Drive; see website 
for hours

The park has two 
gymnasiums, one with 
an indoor walking track; 
pavilions (two large, one 
small), and numerous 
picnic tables. Also 
featured is a playground, 
outdoor walking track, 
and a splash pad that 
opens Memorial Day 
weekend.

SHEFFIELD
Park information:  
256-386-5616  
www.sheffieldalabama.org/
attractions

RIVERFRONT PARK
Where: 1416 Alabama 

Ave., Sheffield; Open  
6 a.m. to 10 p.m. daily

Riverfront Park 
overlooks beautiful 
Pickwick Lake and 
features a boundless 
playground and splash 
pad for children. It 
is a lovely spot for 
fishing, picnics and has 
a walking trail with a 
stunning view of the 
water. 
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On the Sidewalks of Southgate • Muscle Shoals
256-381-4830

www.jewelrybygenesis.com
genesisjewelryoftheshoals@comcast.net

Monday-Friday 9am-6pm • Saturday 9am-4pm

Genesis JewelryGenesis Jewelry

In-store
Jewelry
Repair

Batteries
Replaced

In-store
Engraving
Service

Eyeglass
Repair

Make her Dreams come True

Spring Park in Tuscumbia.

TUSCUMBIA
Park information:  
256-386-5655  
www.facebook.com/
Tuscumbia-Parks-Recre-
ation-491863214257810/

SPRING PARK
Where: South of 

downtown; hours: varies; 
some costs for park 
attractions

Spring Park serves 
as a centerpiece for 
the town of Tuscumbia 
and dates back to the 
1800s. It features a man-
made stone waterfall, 
called Coldwater Falls. 

The park also features 
a mini-amusement park 
for children and a splash 
pad. The rides, including 
a kid-sized roller coaster, 
a carousel and a train 
that takes passengers 
throughout the park, 
operates daily. More 
information, including 
operational dates, is 
available online at 
Tuscumbiarailway.com.
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TVA Rockpile Recreational Area in Muscle Shoals.

TVA
TVA ROCKPILE 
RECREATIONAL AREA 

The TVA Rockpile 
Recreational Area is 
home to the “coolest” 
playground in America, 
according to Play Across 
America. The website 
and iPhone app named 
the TVA playground the 
coolest in America for the 
month of April in 2016. 

Play Across America 
is a crowd-sourced 
directory of playgrounds 
in the country. The 
Rockpile Playground 
was applauded for its 
river theme. Taking its 
inspiration from the 
Tennessee River, it is 
situated next to Wilson 
Dam just a short walk 
away. Children can slide 
down blue slides that 
mimic water flowing 
out of the Wilson Dam 

spillways; climb on 
a turtle and fish that 
pop out of the ground; 
climb and slide through 
a tree house; or swing 
on swings attached to 
poles fashioned to look 
like tree trunks. An 
interactive soundboard 
that plays animal sounds 
is popular with children. 
The board is decorated 
with animal tracks and 
pictures. The playground 
is just one attraction in 

the recreation area. There 
is a paved pedestrian 
path that follows the 
river to the rockpile 
waterfall for a closer 
view of Wilson Dam. 
The recreation area also 
has campsites, hiking 
trails and a boat launch. 
The 17 miles of paved 
and primitive hiking 
trails are Americans 
with Disabilities Act 
compliant. 

AT
T

R
A

C
T

IO
N

S



   27

JOIN US FOR OUR 11TH ANNIVERSARY

Nov. 30 - Dec. 2
Thursday 9am - 9pm
Friday 9am - 9pm
Saturday 9am - 5pm

Marriott Convention Center
Tickets $8 in advance;
$10 at the door

November 30th

5-9 pm

A great night to grab your girlfriends and come out for a fun,
stroller-free night of shopping, door prizes, cash bar, and so

much more! Advanced tickets may be purchased on the
website or through a Junior League of the Shoals member.

Order tickets and
additional information
available:
www.jltheshoals.org

110919-1

Happy SHOPPING Hours

McFarland Park in Florence.

Spring Park in Tuscumbia.

Deibert Park in Florence.

Gattman Park in Muscle Shoals.
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Shoals Community Theatre
123 N. Seminary St., Florence

256-764-1700
theshoalstheatre.org

Historic Roxy Theatre
208 N. Jackson Ave., Russellville

256-332-1760
historicroxytheatre.com

Ritz Theatre
111 W. Third St., Sheffield

256-381-8370
facebook.com/pages/

Ritz-Theater

Zodiac Theater
416 N. Court St., Florence

256-764-1700
facebook.com/pages/

Zodiac-Theater

C O M M U N I T Y 
theaters

The Roxy, Russellville.



Lauderdale County. It’s where you want to be.

Lauderdale County Commission
Danny Pettus, Chairman | Brad Holmes, District 1 | Roger Garner, District 1

Fay Parker, District 2 | Joe Hackworth, District 2
www.lauderdalecountyonline.com

109966-1
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Shoals Community Theatre, Florence.

Zodiac Theater, Florence.

Ritz Theatre, Sheffield.

msnha@una.edu • msnha.una.edu
Phone: 256.765.5068

Address: UNA Box 5231
Florence, AL 35632

Visit our administrative office
at 468 N. Court St., Florence

in the historic Governor’s Home
Website for Roots of American Music Trail:

musictrail.una.edu

Experience our cultural, natural,
historical, and scenic resources.

Toe-tapping music, peaceful scenery,
and charming downtowns

are yours to

EXPLORE.

MUSCLE SHOALS
NATIONAL

HERITAGE AREA

109967-1
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Builders Choice makes all your
building and remodeling projects
easier so you can rest easy and enjoy

the better things in life!

Our Professional Sales Staff can give
you peace of mind during your project

Call us today so you can enjoy the
better views in life, with the family

you love.

Visit Our Killen Showroom at
1929 Highway 72

Killen Alabama 35645
256-757-3012

AMC Florence
301 Cox Creek Parkway, Florence

(behind Florence Mall) 
256-760-1728

King Drive-In
18478 U.S. 43, Russellville

256-332-3619

M O V I E 
theaters

King Drive-In, Russellville.
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museums
BELLE MONT MANSION

1569 Cook Lane, Tuscumbia
256-381-5052
ahc.alabama.gov/properties/bellemont/bellemont.aspx
Hours: 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.; admission charged

Belle Mont Mansion is one of Alabama’s best 
examples of the styles of the Jeffersonian-Palladian style 
architecture. The two-story structure was built in the 
early 1800s by Dr. Alexander Williams Mitchell, a native 
of Virginia, and one of the area’s largest slaveholders. 
The house was sold in 1833 to Isaac Winston, who 
was the uncle of Alabama’s first native born governor, 
John Anthony Winston. Winston was also the cousin of 
Patrick Henry and Dolly Madison. The structure was sold 
again in 1941 and donated to the Alabama Historical 
Commission.

Site administrator Matthew Fesmire stands in front of Belle Mont Mansion in Tuscumbia.
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CONSTRUCTION COMPANY, INC.
256-381-0655

“Quality Custom Building”
Est. 1983 in the Shoals

- Custom Homes -

- Renovations -

- Commercial Construction -
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TENNESSEE VALLEY MUSEUM OF ART
511 N. Water St., Tuscumbia
256-383-0533
tvaa.net
9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday-Friday; 1-3 p.m. Sunday

This regional art center has a permanent exhibit of 
the Martin Petroglyph, a 3,000-pound boulder depicting 
human footprints and snakes, carved by the prehistoric 
people of northwest Alabama. Also among the museum’s 
displays is the rare and historic Chickasaw beaded and 
embroidered bandolier strap that belonged to Chief 
George Colbert, for whom the county is named.

TUSCUMBIA DEPOT AND ROUNDHOUSE
204 W. Fifth St., Tuscumbia
256-389-1357
tuscumbiarailway.com
Hours: call

It’s only fitting that since Tuscumbia was the site of 
the first railroad west of the Allegheny Mountains – 
built in the 1830s – it would have the area’s premiere 
railway museum. The museum is in the former 
Tuscumbia Depot, which was built in 1888 and served as 
division headquarters for the Memphis and Charleston 
Railroad. The fully restored depot features rail and 
train memorabilia including a photo gallery. There is an 
interactive train simulator and telegraph demonstrations. 
Keeping with the historic architecture of the depot, a 
roundhouse was built in 2013.

Tennessee Valley Museum of Art, Tuscumbia.

Tuscumbia Depot and Roundhouse, Tuscumbia.



34   

AT
T

R
A

C
T

IO
N

S

Alabama Music 
Hall of Fame

This is the place to learn the rich history, ever-changing 
present, and bright future of the Shoals music scene. The 
renowned achievements of music artists who live, have 
passed through and continue to record in the Shoals 
are found here. Exhibits include a 12-foot jukebox, a 
wax figure of Nat King Cole, recording equipment used 
in Sam Phillips’ Memphis Music Service, apparel and 
instruments from many artists.

Location: 
617 U.S. 72 W., Tuscumbia

Hours: 
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Tuesday-Saturday 

Admission: 
admission charged 
Call: 256-381-4417 

alamhof.org

WHERE:

Alabama Music Hall of Fame, Tuscumbia.
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I N T E R I O R S

F U L L  S E R V I C E  I N T E R I O R  D E S I G N  S T U D I O

Interior Spaces • Remodels • Restorations • New Construction

320 North Court Street | Historic Downtown Florence

www.pillarandpeacock.com | 256.349.5202

10
98
75
-1

AT
T

R
A

C
T

IO
N

S

EDITH NEWMAN CULVER MUSEUM
501 Main St., Waterloo
256-767-6081
Hours: call

The museum is nestled on a hillside overlooking 
downtown Waterloo and the path that thousands of 
Indians took during the 1800s removal as a part of the 
Trail of Tears. The two-story structure is the town’s 
museum and features many military memorabilia, as well 
as Civil War relics and Native American artifacts. On the 
grounds is a barn housing a collection of horse-drawn 
carriages. The museum was the home of Joseph Marion 
Newman and his wife, Sarah. Newman, a Union soldier 
from Ohio, purchased the house in 1918 after opening a 
sawmill north of Waterloo. 

POPE’S TAVERN
203 Hermitage Drive, Florence
256-760-6439
Hours: 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Tuesday-Saturday; 
admission charged

Pope’s Tavern Museum’s façade harkens to the time 
in the 1800s when it was a stagecoach stop, tavern and 
inn. It is one of the oldest buildings in Florence and 
its location pinpoints the military road that once ran 
through the area, connecting Nashville to the Natchez 
Trace, and on to New Orleans. Andrew Jackson is said to 
have stayed at the tavern during his march to the Battle 
of New Orleans. The inn was a hospital for both the 
Confederate and Union during the Civil War before later 
becoming a private family home until the city bought it 
in 1965. It is housed with antiques and artifacts from the 
18th and 19th centuries, as well as artifacts from the Civil 
War and local history.

Pope’s Tavern, Florence.

Edith Newman Culver Museum, Waterloo.
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Frank Lloyd Wright-Rosenbaum House and Museum

Frank Lloyd Wright is 
among the most prominent 
and revered American 
architects of the 20th 
century. He designed 
approximately 1,000 
structures spanning a 70-
year career. He preferred 
construction where 
buildings blended into 
the landscape rather than 

being obviously perched 
to rise independently 
of the ground on which 
it was constructed. His 
famous architectural 
designs include the 
Prairie, Concrete Block 
and Usonian, of which 
the Rosenbaum House 
in Florence is included. 
Horizontal lines connect 

the home with the 
land, as do its flat roofs 
with overhangs, natural 
materials like cypress, glass 
and brick, access to the 
outside from every room, 
and board and batten walls. 
The house has its original 
Wright-designed furniture.

The Rosenbaum House.

Location: 
601 Riverview Drive, Florence

Hours: 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Tuesday-Saturday; 1-4 p.m. Sunday.
For large group tours, call 256-718-5050 

Admission: 
$10 for adults 
$5 for students and seniors
Call: 256-740-8899

wrightinalabama.com

WHERE:



KALEIDOSCOPE

Designs
Florist
and

Creating
What Others
Have Yet To
Imagine

esigns
Fresh & Permanent

Flowers for All Occasions
Including Weddings &

Special Events

We take floral design
to the next level with
a premium selection
of flowers, artistically
arranged to bring out
their natural beauty

to the fullest.
We Deliver Worldwide!

Special Events

1633 Darby Drive
English Village • Florence

256-767-2056

3108Woodward Avenue
Muscle Shoals
256-383-1844

Monday-Friday 8am-5:30pm • Saturday 8am-2pm

2 Locations in the Shoals to Better Serve You

110633-1
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Ivy Green, Tuscumbia

Ivy Green The Birthplace of Helen Keller
AT

T
R

A
C

T
IO

N
S

Location: 
300 N. Commons St. W, Tuscumbia

Hours: 
8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday-Saturday 

Admission: 
admission charged
Call: 256-383-4066

helenkellerbirthplace.org

WHERE:

The site of the birthplace of Helen Keller 
features the home and grounds, including the 
famous pump where teacher Anne Sullivan 
showed a young Keller how to spell w-a-t-e-r 
in sign language. That single lesson opened 
the outside world to the child.



2093 Florence Boulevard, Florence, AL 35630 | Office 256.766.0069 | Toll Free 800.239.2154 | www.cbpinnacle.net
110350-1

Angela Grisham
256-710-8348

Angela GrishamCharlene Isbell
256-366-0774

Charlene IsbellGary Isbell
256-710-8185

Gary Isbell Rick Duncan
256-335-0093
Rick Duncan Patti Prescott

Chrisman
256-436-1158
Patti Prescott

Ted Wylie
256-415-5151

Ted Wylie Sharon Peters
256-366-1910
Sharon PetersRoger Gargis

256-627-9453
Roger Gargis Stan Brook

256-366-0569
Stan Brook Tammy Hudson

256-810-8239
Tammy Hudson

Dana Fisher
256-483-2845
Dana FisherDavid Garner

256-349-0514
David Garner BBriiana DDollan

256-483-9759
Ronnie Lewey
256-810-2968
Ronnie Lewey Jason Isbell

256-443-2836
Jason Isbell

Bryan Austin
Broker/Owner
256-335-2277
Bryan Austin Jeannie Rogers

Owner
256-366-0580

Jeannie RogersMary Lord - Owner
256-394-9495

Mary Lord - OwnerShylee Bradford
Bevis - Owner
256-335-0272

Shylee Bradford 

Norma Glascock
256-810-0148

Norma GlascockWanda Black
256-335-8494
Wanda Black Joy Long

256-335-5050
Joy Long Angela Nesbitt

256-366-6152
Angela NesbittTomie Imhoff

256-415-3205
Tomie Imhoff 

In fact, just last year, we moved $108 Million worth
of real estate. And it just keeps getting better.

#homerocks • #NumberOne

Jenifer Merry
256-366-4658
Jenifer MerryKatie McAlA pin

256-762-6593
Katie McAlpinMike Randall

256-366-9779
Mike RandallKatie Pilkik nton

256-856-2055
Katie Pilkinton Renee Parnell

256-335-4080
Renee Parnell

http://www.cbpinnacle.net110350-1AngelaGrisham256-710-8348Angela
http://www.cbpinnacle.net110350-1AngelaGrisham256-710-8348Angela
http://www.cbpinnacle.net110350-1AngelaGrisham256-710-8348Angela
http://www.cbpinnacle.net110350-1AngelaGrisham256-710-8348Angela
http://www.cbpinnacle.net110350-1AngelaGrisham256-710-8348Angela
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Children’s Museum of the Shoals, Florence.

The Children’s Museum of the Shoals is 
the area’s go-to place for child development 
and fun through educational games and 
activities. It features hands-on exhibits that 
encourage children to play while learning 
about the area’s culture, history, and about 
the Tennessee River. Deibert Park, which 
is adjacent to the museum, hosts a nature 
walking trail and a playground.

Location: 
2810 Darby Drive, Florence
(Near the entrance to Deibert Park)

256-765-0500

https://www.facebook.com/cmsal/

WHERE:

Children’s Museum of the Shoals
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W.C. Handy Birthplace, Museum and Library, Florence.

W.C. Handy Museum and Library
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W.C. Handy became famous in the music 
world for his compositions such as “Memphis 
Blues” and “St. Louis Blues” and as a band 
conductor and author. He is heralded as the 
“Father of the Blues.” But before his famous 
life, he was born in a small log cabin in 
Florence on Nov. 16, 1873. The museum in 
his honor houses a collection of memorabilia, 
including his famous trumpet and his 
personal piano, as well as personal papers 
and original sheet music.

Location: 
620 W. College St., Florence

Hours: 
10 .am. to 4 p.m. Tuesday-Saturday

Admission: 
admission charged
Call: 256-760-6434

WHERE:
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Kennedy-Douglass Center for the Arts, Florence.

Known as the cultural center for Florence, 
the center has an arts gallery and museum that 
serves as an educational center and cultural 
hub for the area. There are annual exhibits and 
rotating exhibits from artists of the Southeast. 
Workshops and classes for all ages also take 
place here. The annual Arts Alive juried fine arts 
and crafts festival is sponsored by the center’s 
volunteers in May at the center and in Wilson 
Park across from the center.

Kennedy-Douglass Center for the Arts

Location: 
217 E. Tuscaloosa St., Florence

Hours: 
9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday-Friday

Admission: 
Free

256-760-6379

WHERE:
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Donna Holden
Founder/

Associate Broker
256-810-2020

1687 Highway 72, Killen, AL 35645

256-757-1918
www.HoldenEliteTeam.com

The Shoals, a Great Place to Call Home!
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Quality Medical Care,
When andWhere
You Need It!

Melanie Malone, CRNP
Nurse Practitioner

Jean (Hester) Stowe, CRNP
Nurse Practitioner

We also provide Sports, DOT physicals,
prenatal and women’s health.

Theresia Roach, CRNP
Nurse Practitioner

Melanie Behel, LPN

We also provide Sports, DOT physicals,
and women’s health.

256-398-7212
Open Monday through Friday 8 am to 5 pm

MissionMedical, Inc.

14001 Highway 43, Suite 24
Russellville, AL

NOW OPEN!

CAREXPRESS
Urgent Care andWellness Center

JustWalk In
For minor illnesses,immediate
medical attention, CareXpress
provides professional medical

care and treatment.

CAREXPRESS
Urgent Care andWellness Center

256-275-7535

We accept most major insurance and we accept major credit cards.We accept most major insurance and we accept major credit cards.

Open Monday thru Friday 8 am to 5 pm

3502 Cloverdale Road, Florence, AL

MissionMedical, Inc.



Leo    and Una

Photography by Allison Carter

Leo III and Una are the brother 
and sister pair of African lions who 
have lived at the University of North 
Alabama since 2003, when they came 
to Florence as cubs.
Their campus home – the George 
H. Carroll Lion Habitat – anchors 
Harrison Plaza, which is the main 
entrance to the university. The habitat 
is an easy stop for visitors and locals 
to catch a glimpse of the big cats. 
There are two observatories that offer 
views of the habitat and places to 
catch Leo III and Una napping and 
playing.

UNA’s pride:

Leo III
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Corporate Lunches,
Meetings, Trainings,

& Seminars

Weddings, Rehearsal Dinners,
Charity Fundraisers,
Birthday Parties

Outdoor Patio
Cider &Wine

Check out our
website & facebook
for weekly events

singinriverbrewing.com
facebook/SinginRiverBrewingCo

526 E. College St.
Tuesday - Friday 4-9pm

Saturday 2-9pm
FLORENCE, ALABAMA

110862-1



Una

Una and Leo III
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Recognized

Respected

Recommended
Since 1990

Choose a
professional who

is consistently
at the top of

the profession.

BabsMoodyRealtor@gmail.com

256-366-3090Call BABS!
11
03
49
-1

 ■ UNA has had a live lion mascot on campus since 1974 
when Leo I came to campus. Leo II came to UNA in the 
early 1990s.

 ■ Leo III and Una were born in November 2002 and are 
the first lion pair to live at UNA.

 ■ The lions are the guests of honor each April at a 
birthday party thrown in their honor. The birthday party 
is in April in recognition of Leo I’s spring birthday.

 ■ Leo III and Una are given a special toy each year at 
the birthday party. In the past, those have been high-
density plastic balls, tubes and column-shaped toys. 

 ■ Una’s name comes from the university’s initials, but 
also represents a university supporters, Leo and 
Una Watson, from Michigan, who fell in love with the 
university and adopted Leo II as a philanthropy project 
and supported the lions for a number of years.

 ■ Leo III’s weight hovers around 520 pounds, and Una’s 
weight typically stays around 350 pounds. 

 ■ In 2012, Leo III and Una were named the top live sports 
mascot in the country by totalprosports.com.

 ■ Leo and Una eat about 15 pounds of meat each day. 
The amount varies some depending on the season and 
the lions’ physical activity. They also receive a USDA-
approved bone twice a week to keep their teeth clean 
and jaws strong.

 ■ It costs $10,000 to $15,000 each year to care for the 
lions, and the funds are raised solely through private 
donations. UNA fans pass lion-shaped collection banks 
during home football games to collect money to care 
for Leo III and Una. Other donations can be dropped 
off at the collection box beside the lions’ habitat or 
made through the university advancement office. 

 ■ The life expectancy of lions in the wild is 10-12 years. 
But, in captivity, Leo III and Una are expected to live 
15-20 years. 

 ■ The lions are typically in their outdoor habitat each day 
from 8 a.m. until 4:30 p.m. in winter months and from 
7:30 a.m. until 5:30 p.m. in the spring and summer. The 
door to the indoor habitat is always open to give the 
lions a place to stay inside if wanted.

about us 
Here are some fun facts about Leo III and 

his sister, Una, the two live lion mascots at 
the University of North Alabama.
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Hendrix’s wall just off of Natchez Trace Parkway.
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Tom Hendrix:
H i s  l e g a cy  l i v e s  o n
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For more than 30 years, 
Tom Hendrix worked 
on building a rock wall 
as a monument to his 
great-great grandmother 
whose English name 
was Mary Hipp, a Yuchi 
Indian who was among 
those forced to leave the 
Southeast for Oklahoma 
when she was 14.

“The Wall,” as it has 
grown to be known, 
contains rocks precisely 
placed one-by-one, from 
every state and 130 
countries.

Hendrix died Feb. 24. 
He was 83.

“Tom Hendrix was a 
remarkable person. He 
was a brilliant man,” 
Florence Mayor Steve 
Holt said. “What he did 
to commemorate history, 
what he did for this 

area, it will be long, long 
remembered.”

Hendrix loved to tell 
the story of Hipp, whose 
Native American name 
was Te-lah-nay, and how 
she walked for five years 
to make her way from 
Oklahoma back to the 
Shoals. She was among 
the Native Americans 
forced from their homes 
and onto reservations 
in Oklahoma during the 
Indian Removal Act of 
1830 under President 
Andrew Jackson. Native 
Americans were forced 
from their homes by 
federal troops, rounded 
up and sequestered in 
camps where conditions 
were so bad, many died. 
The survivors were 
forced to make the long 
trek to reservations in 

the west, most on foot. 
Thousands died during 
the journey.

“When I got to the 
nation (in Oklahoma), 
I listened to the river 
and there were no 
songs. I knew then, I 
would die,” Hendrix 
said in recounting his 
ancestor’s words during 
an interview with The 
TimesDaily.

Hendrix said his 
grandmother, Te-lah-nay’s 
granddaughter, told him 
stories about Te-lah-nay 
when he was a little boy. 
He said he wanted to do 
something to honor her 
memory.

The wall is never 
finished, he said. Its 
meandering shape is 
indicative of Te-lah-nay’s 
travels.

Story by Tom Smith
Photography by Jim Hannon & Allison Carter
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“She did not make an 
ordinary journey. I did 
not build an ordinary 
wall,” Hendrix said. 
The wall and the prayer 
circle within, draws a 
near constant stream 
of visitors from all over 
the world, including 
members of other Indian 
nations.

“She made it one step 
at a time, and I built this 
wall one stone at a time,” 
Hendrix said during his 
talk to the thousands of 
people who have visited 
The Wall over the years.

Hendrix also authored 
a book, “If the Legends 
Fade,” about Te-lah-nay’s 
journey. 

The pride in his voice 
as Hendrix talked about 
The Wall wasn’t because 
he had worn out 1,400 

(256) 275-4075 • 417 N. Pine St., Florence

judyyoung.net

A NEW COMPANY,
A NEW REAL ESTATE
EXPERIENCE.
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pairs of gloves, 27 
wheelbarrows and four 
trucks hauling the more 
than 6.5 million pounds 
of stones he gathered in 
fields and creeks, but of 
what it meant and the 
legacy of his great-great-
grandmother.

“He brought The Wall 
to life with his stories 
and he loved to tell them, 
and people loved to hear 
them,” Holt said.

Hendrix was 
instrumental in the 
Singing River Bridge 
getting its name.

“In his book about 
my great-great-great-
grandmother, he wrote 
that she said you could 
hear the river sing 
when she came back,” 
Hendrix’s son Danny 
Hendrix said. “He 
changed it to Singing 
River, and worked with 
former state legislators 
Bobby Denton and 
Tammy Irons to get the 
bridge named.

“He got ‘Singing 
River’ going and there 
is ‘Singing River’ 

everywhere, which is 
really special when you 
think about the musical 
heritage of this area.”

Holt said it was evident 
that what Hendrix did, 
he did from “his heart.”

“His passing is sad, but 
his life, the history he 
loved and the legacy he 
built for his great-great-
grandmother will live on 
in The Wall.”

His legacy will also live 
on in a 2015 Grammy-
winning song written 
and sung by Roseanne 
Cash after she visited The 
Wall. Cash performed the 
song, which was a part 
of her award-winning 
2015 album, “The River 
& The Thread” on the 
“David Letterman Show.”

“I’m going down to 
Florence, gonna wear a 
pretty dress, I’ll sit on 
top of the magic wall 
with the voices in my 
head,” she wrote. 

Adapted from an article 
that first appeared in The 
TimesDaily.

Trace Hendrix with the “Faces” section of the rock wall 
built by his father, Tom Hendrix, at Lauderdale County 
Road 8 beside the Natchez Trace Parkway. He intends 
to carry on the tradition of his father, who built the 
sprawling wall of rocks in honor of his Native American 
relative that was forced on the Trail of Tears journey, 
yet made a return trip back.

TOM HENDRIX’S WALL
13890 Lauderdale 8 

DIRECTIONS: From Florence, go 
northwest on Alabama 20, turn north on 
the Natchez Trace Parkway and take the 
Lauderdale 8 exit. Turn right.



Randall
Matthews

256-762-7423
Email: Randall@Neesere.com
Website: www.Neesere.com

2014 & 2015 Multi-Million
Dollar Producer

111276-1
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Indian Mound
recreates history

The ceiling of the exhibit area in the new Indian Mound 
museum that opened in Florence this year practically drips water 
from the stalactites placed there by the specialists designing it.

When visitors enter the exhibit area, they will step into a 
recreated cave. It has the appearance of a recent archaeological 
excavation that shows strata and artifacts from various historic 
periods.

“I think people will be really surprised when they come here,” 
said Terry Chase, whose company installed the exhibit area. He 
owns Chase Studio, which specializes in natural history exhibits.

The exhibit area includes murals depicting the area around the 
mound as it would have appeared during historical eras. A video 
explains the mound and the Native Americans who lived in the 
area, and a Pepper’s Ghost shows detailed models of the mound 
from a number of historical times.

Photography by Matt McKean & Jim Hannon 

The Florence Indian Mound Museum.
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BOUTIQUE AIR

TODAY
DIRECT FLIGHTS TO
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Woodlands Period exhibit area at the Florence Indian Mound Museum.
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The floor has an epoxy resin with pressed leaves and other 
items to simulate a forest floor. Artificial trees and greenery are 
included in the area.

“We’re telling a story in a story line here,” Chase said. “In the 
old museum, you had to fish around various periods to find the 
story.”

“I think students will love it when they tour here,” said Libby 
Jordan, manager of Florence museums. 

Many of the artifacts are displayed in drawers that 
accompany specific exhibits, which will expand display space. 
Among the artifacts will be a sash worn by Chickasaw Chief 
George Colbert, who operated a ferry and hotel nearby on the 
Tennessee River.

“Collectors have come to us and we have acquired several 
collections,” Chase said.

Adapted from article that first appeared in The TimesDaily.

A Trail of Tears 
exhibit at the 

Florence Indian 
Mound Museum.
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This Chickasaw sash was donated by Ann and Goodloe Rutland. 
The sash was given to a family in Colbert County by Chief George Colbert before his removal to Oklahoma in the 1830s.

THIS IS HOME.
THIS IS WHERE AWESOMENESS

HAPPENS.

PINNACLE
PROPERTIES

THIS IS WHERE AWESOMENESS

Call: 256.366.0580
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The Shoals is filled with places to see, and things to do, but there’s still time to celebrate. Our 
area’s celebrations include a variety of festivals from spring until winter. In pride of place are the 
W.C. Handy Music Festival and the Helen Keller Festival, both during the summer months.

The rest of the year includes Shoals Earth Day, Arts Alive, Spirit of Freedom Celebration on the 
Fourth of July and even one to remember special four-legged furry friends. The Coon Dog Cemetery 
has a celebration every year on Labor Day weekend. 

As the leaves turn brilliant in autumn, Oka Kapassa-Return to Cold Water brings many members 
of Native American tribes back to Tuscumbia to commemorate the kindness shown to their 
ancestors during the terrible forced removal of American Indians in the 1830s. That time is 
remembered again during the Trail of Tears motorcycle ride.

And a yearly celebration will take you back to times of yore. The Alabama Renaissance Faire is 
recognized statewide and beyond as one of the best of its kind.

So whatever the season, and whatever your taste, there’s something going on in the Shoals.

F
E

S
T

IV
A

LS

ARTS ALIVE
Florence’s Wilson Park 

plays hosts to a myriad of 
artists and craftsmen who 
flock to the downtown 
park to sell their arts and 
crafts and compete in the 
juried Arts Alive exhibit 
at the Kennedy-Douglass 
Center for the Arts.

Anything from paintings 
to sculptures to clothing 
and woodwork can be 
found at Arts Alive.

For details about the 
festival or exhibits, visit 
artsalivealabama.com or 
call 256-760-6379.

celebrate  
with us 
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Expect inspiration

Tennessee Valley Museum of Art Ritz Theatre
511 N.Water St., Tuscumbia 111W. Third St., Sheffield

256-383-0533 tvaa.net
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Looking to keep 
the Shoals beautiful, 
this April festival has 
arts, crafts, music, 
information booths and 
displays. There may 
even be an appearance 
from eco-magician Steve 
Trash.

The informative and 
fun festival rotates its 
location every year, 
highlighting a different 
area of the Shoals.

For details, visit 
shoalsearthmonth.com 
or call 256-767-2909.

SHOALS EARTH DAY FESTIVAL



60   

HELEN KELLER FESTIVAL 

The life and 
accomplishments of 
one of the Shoals’ most 
famous natives, Helen 
Keller, is celebrated each 
year with a summer 
festival.

The weeklong festival 
takes place in Spring 
Park in Tuscumbia, 
not far from Keller’s 
birthplace, Ivy Green.

The festival includes 
live bands and music, 
a 5-mile and 23-mile 
family bike ride, a 5-mile 
and 1-mile fun run, a 
car and truck show, a 
golf tournament, arts 
and crafts, educational 
displays, and a parade 
and street party.

Of course, no Keller 
festival is complete 
without a rendition of 
“The Miracle Worker” 
and the Helen Keller Art 
Show of Alabama. 

The 2017 festival is 
June 19-25. For details, 
visit helenkellerfestival.
com or call 256-383-4066.

The Shoals celebrates 
Independence Day with 
food, music and, of course, 
fireworks. It starts at 10:30 
a.m. and continues through 
11 p.m. July 4 on the banks 
of the Tennessee River at 
McFarland Park, Florence. 
For details, call 256-740-4141.

SHOALS SPIRIT OF 
FREEDOM CELEBRATION
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The streets of historic

downtown Florence come alive

with artists, musicians,

entertainers and all of your

friends! Join us on the first

Friday of every month, from

March through December.
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Music Stage sponsor:

FirstFridaysFlorence.org
109876-1

W.C. HANDY MUSIC FESTIVAL
Every year Florence 

honors W.C. Handy, 
the Father of the Blues, 
with a 10-day music 
extravaganza. 

Bands come from all 
over to perform in every 
nook and cranny they can 
find in the Shoals. It all 
comes to a climax with 
the W.C. Handy headliner, 
which always promises to 
be one of the biggest acts 
of the year.

The 2017 festival is July 
21-29. For details, visit 
wchandymusicfestival.org 
or call 256-740-4141. F
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Remembering the 
kindness shown to 
them by the residents 
of Tuscumbia, Native 
Americans return to 
Spring Park every year 
to celebrate their culture 
and heritage with the 
people of Tuscumbia. 

Oka Kapassa features 
story telling, stone 
carving, traditional music 
and dancing, Native 
American crafts, baskets, 
food and educational 
events teaching language, 
pottery and archery. 

The 2017 festival is 
Sept. 8-9. For details, visit 
okakapassa.org or call 
256-757-4438.

OKA KAPASSA — 
RETURN TO COLD WATER

Not many places have a 
cemetery for coon dogs. 
Even fewer have a Labor 
Day celebration at a coon 
dog cemetery. 

But the annual Coondog 
Cemetery Labor Day 
Celebration has become 
one of the most popular, 
if quirky, events in the 
Shoals.

Graves will be decorated 
and live music and 
barbecue will be available.

The Coondog Cemetery 
is at 4945 Coondog 
Cemetery Road, off U.S. 72 
and Alabama 247.

For details, visit 
coondogcemetery.com or 
call 256-383-0783.

COON DOG CEMETERY 
LABOR DAY CELEBRATION
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Applied Chemical Technology Inc.
(ACT) was founded in 1981 and has
workedwith domestic and international
clientele to develop new equipment
designs and processes. Based in
Florence, Alabama, ACT has supported
the Shoals industry by providing their
services to local manufacturers and
municipalities.

PG-100 Pharmaceutical System

Fertilizer Granulation PlantSkid Mounted Pharmaceutical Plant

Waste to Energy Plant

Skid Mounted Chemical Plant

Rotary Drum Coater

Pilot Test Facility

ACT’s capabilities include:
• Engineering
• Design
• Automation
• Fabrication
• Research & Development

ACT offers:
• 91,000 ft of facilities
• ASME Section 8 Division 1
pressure vessel shop

• UL 508 A Panel Shop
• Greenhouses
• Lab & Pilot Plant Facilities

Please contact Applied Chemical today with all of your processing or equipment needs.
4350 Helton Drive, Florence, AL 35630 • ACT@appliedchemical.com

1-800-ACT-3217 • 256-760-9600 • Fax: 256-760-9638
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TRAIL OF TEARS COMMEMORATIVE 
MOTORCYCLE RIDE 

Motorcyclists honor the 
Trail of Tears by riding 
from Chattanooga to 
Florence, meeting in 
Waterloo for a pow wow. 
The riders always ride 
on the third Saturday in 
September. For detail, visit 
traioftears-rememberance.org.

The Fountain on the 
Green, better known the 
rest of the year as Wilson 
Park in Florence, hosts 
nobility, knights and kings 
as the city of Florence 
celebrates the annual 
Renaissance Faire.

The 2017 faire is Oct. 
28-29. For details about the 
fun and educational event, 
visit alarenfaire.org. 

ALABAMA RENAISSANCE FAIRE
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MONTHLY CELEBRATION

FIRST FRIDAYS
On the First Friday of every month March through 

December from 5-8 p.m., downtown Florence sidewalks 
are lined with vendors, artists and musicians. Court Street 
is closed off, and the area becomes filled with people who 
love strolling, and shopping among the vendors and in 
downtown shops before or after having dinner in some of 
Florence’s best-loved restaurants.

YEARLY FESTIVALS

RECALL LAGRANGE
— Civil War re-enactments exhibits and entertainment. 

Typically takes place early May. LaGrange College Site, 1491 
LaGrange College Road, Leighton.  
Visit lagrangehistoricsite.com.

NORTH ALABAMA AFRICAN 
HERITAGE FESTIVAL

Explores African art, fashions, culture, crafts, music and 
food; 2017 festival is June 2-3 at the Willie Green Recreation 
Park, 609 S. East St., Tuscumbia. 256-383-0783

FRONTIER DAY CELEBRATION
Re-enactors showcase how early Shoals residents lived at 

Pope’s Tavern, 203 Hermitage Drive, Florence; June 3-4. For 
details, call  
256-740-4141.

FRANKLIN COUNTY 
WATERMELON FESTIVAL 

It’s not summer in the south without watermelon. The 
people of Russellville celebrate this Southern, summer fruit 
with music and more. For details, call 256-332-1760.

NORTH ALABAMA STATE FAIR
The state fair is an American tradition, and that’s 

no different in the Shoals. Rides, booths, exhibits and 
entertainment abound at the fairgrounds in Muscle Shoals; 
Sept. 19-24. Visit northalabamastatefair.com or call  
256-383-3247.

OKTOBERFEST
St. Florian’s German heritage is celebrated in the fall, as 

the downtown area is host to live music, arts and crafts, 
antique tractor shows and German food; October. For 
details, call 256-767-3960.

ROGERSVILLE FALL FESTIVAL
Rogersville celebrates fall with antique cars, trucks and 

tractors, an art show, chili cook-off, children and pets 
parade and vendors; Oct. 7, downtown Rogersville. For 
details, visit rogersvillealabama.com or call 256-247-9449.

PLANTATION CHRISTMAS
It’s an Old South Christmas at Tuscumbia’s Belle Mont 

Mansion, with traditional ornaments, period holiday music, 
ballroom dancing; Dec. 3. Built in 1828, the plantation 
is at 1569 Cook Lane, off U.S. 43 S, Tuscumbia. Visit 
colbertcountytourism.org or call 256-383-0783 for details.

DICKENS CHRISTMAS Y’ALL
Dickens Christmas Y’all, is a holiday festival reminiscent 

of the classic “A Christmas Carol”; Carriage rides, snow 
falling, music, arts and crafts and food vendors. Southeast 
Tourism Society’s Top 20 Event. Dec. 9. For information, call 
256-383-9797 or 256-383-0783

Other 
 Celebrations 
& Festivals
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First Fridays in Florence.

North Alabama State Fair in Muscle Shoals.
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-1120 Second St. • Muscle Shoaaals, ALLAL

256-389-9985256-389-9985
www.CCChhhampysCCChhhiiickkken.com

• Award Winning Hot Wings
• Hand Rolled Mississippi Delta Hot TTTamales
• Fresh USDA Farm Raised Catfish
• Homemade Desserttrts

“CNN’s Top 100 Places to Eat Like a Looocal”

LLooccaatteedd iinn tthhee HHeeaarrtt ooff tthhee SShhooaallss

st i i iBestt Friied Chiih cken iin Towwnw !BBBBBeeeeessssttttt FFFFrrrrrriiiiieeeedddd CCCCChhhhhiiiihhh ccccckkkkeeeeennnn iiiiinnnn TTTTTooooowwwwwwnwnnnww !!!!

Here at Champy’s, freshness is of utmost importance, so aaaall chicken is
prepared fresh to order. This may take longer, however it is wwwworth the wait!

We
Cater!

Live
Music

#1 on TripAdvisor

North Alabama African Heritage Festival in Tuscumbia.

Dickens Christmas Y’all in Tuscumbia. 
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AMERICA’S BEST VALUE INN 
2807 Woodward Ave., Muscle Shoals, 256-381-0236; 
americasbestvalueinn.com

BAYMONT INN SUITES
115 Ana Drive, Florence; 256-764-5326; 
wyndhamhotels.com/baymont/florence-alabama/
baymont-inn-florence-muscle-shoals/overview

BUDGET INN 
1238 Florence Blvd., Florence, 256-764-7621; 
budgetinnflorence.com

COLDWATER INN 
712 U.S. 72, Tuscumbia, 256-383-6844; 
coldwater-inn.com

COMFORT INN & SUITES
5101 U.S. 43 S., Tuscumbia, 256-248-0850

COMFORT SUITES
140 Matthew Paul Court, Florence, 256-246-2300; 
comfortsuites.com/hotel/al333

The Shoals area offers visitors 
different places to stay, including a 
luxury four-star Marriott.

More than 1,200 rooms are available 
in Lauderdale and Colbert counties, 
according to tourism officials.

 
  places 
to stay

DAYS INN
2701 Woodward Ave., Muscle Shoals, 256-383-3400; 
wyndhamhotels.com/days-inn/muscle-shoals-
alabama/days-inn-muscle-shoals/overview

ECONOMY INN
15936 U.S. 72, Rogersville; 256-247-5416

JAMESON INN
4900 Hatch Blvd., Sheffield, 256-381-4710; 
jamesoninnsheffield.com

HAMPTON INN & SUITES DOWNTOWN
505 South Court St., Florence, 256-767-8282; 
hamptoninn3.hilton.com/en/hotels/Alabama/
Hampton-inn-and-suites-
florence-downtown

HAMPTON INN FLORENCE-MIDTOWN
2281 Florence Blvd., Florence, 256-764-8888; 
hamptoninn3.hilton.com/en/hotels/Alabama/
Hampton-inn-florence-midtown

Lodging facilities in 
Colbert and Lauderdale include:

LO
D

G
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G



   69

10
98

83
-1

What Makes Beltone
Your Premier Hearing Care Partner?

256-263-5417
515 E. Tennessee St.,

Florence
Hours: Mon-Fri 8am-5pm • www.beltoneaudiology.com

CALL BELTONE TODAY FOR AN APPOINTMENT!

Beltone Legend™

Hearing Aids

$850

FREE
In-office trial

beltone.com

1

2

3

Award-winning hearing
aids, like the exclusive
Beltone Legend™

Our exclusive lifetime
aftercare plan –
BelCare™ – is FREE
at any one of our over
1,500 locations
nationwide.

The industry’s most
comprehensive
benefits program –
Beltone Blue Benefits.
Get FREE batteries,
extended warranties,
technology upgrades
and more.

Did your local UAW
hearing aid center close
down? Call Beltone
256-764-5677 to

schedule an appointment.
We are your local

Ford, GM and Chrysler
Audionet providers.

Great
insurance.

Local 
service.

JANET BLAZER

MILSTEAD
INSURANCE
MILSTEAD INSURANCEAGENCY, INC.

Sheffield • 256-383-5011
Janet Milstead Blazer, President

10
98

97
-1

HOLIDAY INN EXPRESS
101 Etta Gray St., Florence; 256-246-2200; ihg.com/
holidayinnexpress/hotels/us/en/Florence/shefl/
hoteldetail

JOE WHEELER STATE PARK
4403 McLean Drive, Rogersville; 256-247-5461; 
alapark.com/joe-wheeler-state-park

KEY WEST INN
1800 U.S. 72 E., Tuscumbia, 256-383-0700; 
staykeywesthotels.com/Tuscumbia-alabama-hotel

KNIGHTS INN
1915 Florence Blvd., Florence, 256-766-2620

MARRIOTT SHOALS HOTEL AND SPA
10 Hightower Place, Florence, 256-246-3600; marriott.
com/hotels/travel/mslmc-marriott-shoals-hotel-and-
spa

MICROTEL INN
1852 U.S. 72 E., Tuscumbia, 256-248-0055; 
shoalsmicrotel.com 

QUALITY INN
150 Etta Gray Drive, Florence, 256-740-0444; 
choicehotels.com/alabama/florence/quality-inn-
hotels/al175

RESIDENCE INN MARRIOTT
1000 Sweetwater Ave., Florence, 256-764-9966; 
marriott.com/hotels/travel/mslri-residence-inn-
florence
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GRANITE STARTING AT $29.99 SQ. FT.

37-B Hughes Rd.,
Madison, AL
256-248-1991

10303 US Hwy. 31
Hanceville, AL
256-735-4873

401 Hwy. 72W,
Corinth, MS

662-594-8911

GRANITE STARTING AT $29.99 SQ. FT.

3790 Hwy. 20, Tuscumbia, AL • 256.389.3117
www.spar tans tones . com
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BUSINESS

NEWLOCATION

ColdWater Inn, Tuscumbia.

Joe Wheeler State Park, Rogersville.
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When you want to experience Home Town
Service and Big Box Values Discount Dan’s

is your place to shop.
Enjoy our Drive Through

Lumberyard!
Load it One Time! Spend that extra time

enjoying the better views in life!

Come visit our 30,000 Sq Ft Homecenter
located at

1010 East 2nd St Sheffield Alabama

256-386-1153
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Hampton Inn and Suites, Florence.
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Marriott Shoals 
Hotel and Spa, 

Florence.
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Hampton Inn Florence-Midtown
...we love having you here

2281 Florence Blvd., Florence, AL

1000 Sweetwater Ave.,
Florence, AL
256.764.9966

www.marriott.com/mslri

For reservations call (256) 764-8888
or 1-800-HAMPTON
www.hampton.com
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•All examinations and hearing aid services
exclusively performed by Board Certified Doctors
of Audiology

•The choice of over 80 area Physicians and
Certified Nurse Practitioners for their patients,
family and themselves for excellence in hearing
care

•Quality care to the Shoals area patients for over
30 years

• EXPERT CARE • CLOSETO HOME • FAR FROMORDINARY

U.A.W., Department of Labor, Workman’s Comp and
Providers for Most Insurance Companies

Get Results – NOT GIMMICKS.Visit our website www.drgresham.com
*Individual replacement needs may vary. Placed by a hearing professional during a routine office visit. **Professional fees may apply. Annual subscription begins the first day of trial. †Lyric is water resistant, not waterproof.
Lyric is not appropriate for all patients. See your Lyric hearing professional to determine if Lyric is right for you. Lyric, distributed by Phonak LLC © 2012. All Rights Reserved.

256-275-7727 or
256-740-8383
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Risk-Free Trial†• Learn about Lyric

Drs. Marilyn and Richard Gresham
Board Certified Doctors of Audiology

Our unique training and skills allow us to provide you and your loved ones the expertise and experience with the trust and confidence you deserve.

433 N. Pine St., Florence

TM

The world’s first and
ONLY 100% Invisible,
extended-wear hearing aid
that can be worn 24/7 for
months at a time.

TM

Smallest Phonak
in-the-ear hearing
aid ever! Titanium strong,
incredibly light and durable.

Virto B
Titanium

in-the-ear hearing 

1

Trust Your Hearing to a Doctor of Audiology

30-Day Trial**

home away from home

The Longing for Home Bed and Breakfast.
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4210 Chisholm Road, Florence, AL

256-766-5488
www.oakleyequipment.com

OAKLEY EQUIPMENT

WORLD’S #1
SELLING TRACTOR

NOT 5 YEARS.
NOT 6 YEARS.

A FULL 7 YEARS.

Big Bear 
Cabin

791 Shook Road, Cherokee 
901-412-5506

Three-story stone and cedar cabin.
pickwickwaterfrontrentals.com

The Carriage 
House

Downtown Florence 
256-247-0261

A one-bedroom, standalone unit.
airbnb.com/rooms/10677326

The Florence 
House

Sky Park Road 
256-509-6051

theflorencehouse.com

Longing for Home
Bed & Breakfast
1017 Lee St., Rogersville 

256-247-0261
1880s renovated farmhouse 

on 15 wooded acres.

Seven Springs 
Lodge

1532 Mount Mills Road, Tuscumbia 
256-370-7218

sevenspringslodge.net

Shoal Creek 
Gibbons Home

Florence 
256-760-0764

A fully renovated former 
private lake home.

shoalcreekgibbonshome.com
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Larry Bowser at 
Marriott Shoals Hotel 
and Spa in Florence. 
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Wellness Center
256-740-0690

• Bio-Identical Hormones
for Men & Women

• Wellness Consultations

• Nutritional Therapy
• Individualized Weight Loss
• Thyroflex Thyroid Evaluations

156 Titan Drive, Florence,AL • www.FullLifeMD.com

Danielle Elliott, MSN, CRNP • Liz Davis, BSN, RN,NTP
DougWoodford,MD
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Larry Bowser said a 
recognition he received 
in April as general 
manager of Marriott 
Shoals Hotel and Spa 
is a tribute to the daily 
efforts of the facility’s 
employees.

Bowser was named 
the Franchise General 
Manager of the Year for 
the Eastern Region of 
Marriott International.

The region includes 
Marriott, Renaissance, 
JW Marriott and several 
other full-service hotel 
brands in the region, 
according to a release 
from PCH Hotels & 
Resorts, which manages 
eight Marriott properties 
in Alabama.

The recipient is 
decided by evaluating 
data from all Eastern 
Region Marriotts based 
on financial performance, 

Marriott’s Bowser 
named Franchise 
General Manager 
of the Year Story by Bernie Delinski

Photography by Jim Hannon

http://www.FullLifeMD.comDanielleElliott
http://www.FullLifeMD.comDanielleElliott
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guest experience and 
associate engagement, 
said Roy Nassau, area 
vice president over full 
service franchising

“In effect, Larry was 
judged against hundreds 
of general managers of 
full-service hotels in the 
entire Eastern Region 
of the United States,” 
Nassau said. “Over the 
years, he has consistently 
raised the bar year over 

year, and 2016 was no 
different.”

Bowser said the 
employees and Shoals 
share the award.

“Our service scores 
and the service that 
we provide is really a 
testament to the quality 
of associates I have, 
caliber of people in the 
Shoals, work ethic and 
way that they look at 
things,” he said. “It’s just 

Larry Bowser at 
Marriott Shoals 

Hotel and Spa in 
Florence credits 

staff workers 
such as Will 

Harvey and Karl 
Barber for his 

success. 

Larry Bowser at 
Marriott Shoals 

Hotel and Spa in 
Florence. 
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The one that always
has your back.

The one that always 
has your back.

256-386-5870 • www.helenkeller.com

Cassandra makes it her personal mission to walk with newly diagnosed
breast cancer patients and their families as they move from an unwanted
diagnosis through treatment and recovery. She is there every step
of the way helping patients overcome barriers to treatment, address
the financial implications of cancer, communicate with providers, and
connect patients with community support and resources.

Cassandra Seal, RN
Breast Health Specialist

There’s one in every family.We’re proud she’s in ours.

There’s one in every familyyy…

Helen Keller Hospital
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a blessing.
“We’re so happy the 

community is proud 
of us. I often tell hotel 
planners who come 
here that we’re not just 
a hotel, but part of the 
community.”

Bowser said the 
employees have 
maintained a “caring 
culture” since the hotel 
opened in 2005.

“This would not be 
possible without the 
exceptional commitment 
of our ownership, the 
Retirement Systems of 
Alabama,” he said.

Marriott Shoals has 
received numerous 
recognitions throughout 
the years, including 
ranking No. 1 among 
Marriotts in north 
Alabama in customer 
satisfaction in 2008 
and being named the 
2015 ConventionSouth 
Readers’ Choice Award. It 

also consistently receives 
Four Diamond ratings.

Bowser was named 
2012 Hotelier of the 
Year by the Alabama 
Hospitality Association 
and 2013 Hotelier of the 
Year by the Alabama 
Department of Tourism.

Tony Davis, CEO of 
PCH Hotels & Resorts, 
said the Shoals hotel 
consistently ranks 
among Top 10 hotels for 
guest satisfaction and 
Bowser is active in the 
community.

“Community 
involvement is important 
to Larry Bowser 
and giving back is 
fundamental to the 
long-term health of the 
Marriott Shoals,” Davis 
said.

This article first appeared 
in The TimesDaily.
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Story by Robert Palmer

3614 OPENS  
- M u s c l e  S h o a l s  S o u n d  S t u d i o s -

Muscle Shoals 
Sound Studio at 

3614 Jackson Hwy.

For the first time since 1978, music and history fans 
will be able to see Muscle Shoals Sound Studios as it 
appeared in its 1970s heyday.

The studio at 3614 Jackson Highway is open for tours 
after months of restoration. The studio, which operated 
at that location from 1969 to 1978, is now owned 
by the Muscle Shoals Music Foundation, a nonprofit 
organization.

The owners of the studio at that time – the Muscle 
Shoals Rhythm Section – moved their operations to more 
spacious quarters on Alabama Avenue on the banks of 
the Tennessee River. It was sold to Malaco Records in the 
mid-1980s before closing almost 20 years later.

Photograph by Jim Hannon
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“This has been a long 
time coming,” said Judy 
Hood, chairwoman of 
the foundation. “We want 
to honor the history and 
sustain the legacy of the 
legendary Muscle Shoals 
sound.”

In addition to tours, 
the studio will be a 
working recording 
facility, and will be 
available for sessions, she 
said.

“One thing we are very 
cognizant of is that 40 
percent of our visitors 
are international,” Hood 
said. “We’re trying to 
have hours that suit their 
schedules. Some of these 
people have saved up for 
a couple of years just so 
they can walk into the 
studio.”

A wide array of artists 
worked in the studio 
and produced dozens 
of hit records. Among 
the artists were Cher, 
Boz Scaggs, the Rolling 
Stones, the Staple 
Singers, Bob Seger, 
Traffic, Willie Nelson, 
Rod Stewart, Paul Simon, 
Leon Russell and Lynyrd 
Skynyrd.

Photograph by Matt McKean
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Visitors at the newly 
renovated Muscle 
Shoals Sound Studio 
at 3614 Jackson Hwy.

David Hood, Ben 
Tanner and Kristy 
Bevis talk about the 
restoration of Muscle 
Shoals Sound Studio 
at 3614 Jackson Hwy. 

Jimmy Johnson, Dick 
Cooper and Jason 
Isbell spend time at 
the Muscle Shoals 
Sound Studio at 
3614 Jackson Hwy. 

Photographs by Allison Carter



   83

“Aged to Perfection”
201 North Seminary St

Florence, AL 35630
(256) 766.5072

LegendsSteakhouse.com
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The studio is the Alabama Tourism Office’s Attraction 
of the Year, which will be heavily promoted. The 
Business Council of Alabama is promoting it as well.

The studio was restored with a grant from Beats by Dr. 
Dre, which is now owned by Apple. Though the amount 
of the grant has not been revealed, those familiar with it 
say it was substantial.

Lee Sentell, state tourism director, said the 
documentary “Muscle Shoals” likely played a direct 
influence on the decision by Beats Electronics to restore 
the studio.

“Without Steven Badger’s documentary, the (Alabama) 
Music Hall of Fame would probably still be closed, and 
Dr. Dre and the people at Beats Electronics probably 
would not have known that the studio in Sheffield 
was just sitting there waiting to be revived,” he said. 
“And Rick Hall might still be waiting for his lifetime 
achievement Grammy award.”

As soon as the studio was announced as the attraction 
of the year, Sentell said it got international attention – a 
first for an Alabama attraction of the year.

“Because of this designation, (Muscle Shoals Rhythm 
Section bassist) David Hood was interviewed live on BBC 
Radio in London,” he said. “That just shows the strength 
of the Muscle Shoals music brand.”

Adapted from story first published in The TimesDaily.
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Outside Muscle Shoals 
Sound’s original studio on 

Jackson Highway. From 
front, left to right: Cher, 

Eddie Hinton, David Hood, 
Sonny Bono, Jerry Wexler, 

Jeannie Greene, Donna 
Thatcher, Tom Dowd, 
Jimmy Johnson, Arif 

Mardin, Roger Hawkins, 
Barry Beckett.

Photo courtesy 
Muscle Shoals Sound, 

from The History 
Channel Magazine

Members of the Muscle 
Shoals Rhythm Section. 

From left, standing, Jimmy 
Johnson, Barry Beckett, 

Roger Hawkins and David 
Hood, stand with others 
and gold records at the 

old Muscle Shoals Sound 
Studios on Jackson 

Highway in Sheffield.
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SEEKING AND SAVING THE
LOST BY SHARING JESUS

COME WORSHIP
WITH US!

SUNDAY
Worship in ROC: 8:30 am & 10:45 am

Recovery Services: 8:15 am & 11:00 am
Bible Classes: 9:45 am

Life Groups: various times/locations
Evening Worship: 5:00 pm

WEDNESDAY
Assembly: 5:30 pm

Bible Classes & Peak of the Week:
6:30 pm

Our Recreation Outreach Center (ROC)
is open to the community

Mon., Tue., Thu. from 7:00 am-9:00 pm
Wed. and Fri. from 7:00 am-3:00 pm

1350 Cox Creek Parkway, Florence, AL
256.764.4073 • crosspointcoc.org
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Jimmy Johnson, Mick Jagger, Mick Taylor and Terry Woodford, in the control 
room of Muscle Shoals Sound Studios.

Photo Courtesy of Jimmy Johnson.

Traffic poses for a photo in the parking lot of 3614 Jackson Highway studio. 
Photo courtesy of David Hood.

Rod Stewart in the 3614 Jackson Highway studio.
Photo courtesy of David Hood.
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The first thing that 
came to Rodney Hall’s 
mind when he was 
informed there was a 
large swarm of bees 
behind FAME Recording 
Studios was to get rid of 
them.

Later on, however, 
Hall came up with the 
idea to take advantage 
of the studio’s resurging 
popularity.

“We came up with 
the idea to market it 
as FAME honey,” said 
Rodney Hall, president of 
FAME Music Publishing. 
“It took us a while to 
decide on a label and get 
it approved.”

The label art resembles 
a vinyl record and reads 
“from the walls of FAME 
Studios.” 

SWEET & FAMOUS  

FAME Studio Honey is 
available at Jack-O-
Lantern Farms. The 

honey was produced 
by bees that lived in 

the walls of FAME, but 
were transported to 

Jack-O-Lantern Farms. 

Story by Russ Corey
Photograph by Allison Carter
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SBS
LIGHTING SHOWROOM

625 S. Cherry St.,
Florence

256-764-8481

INSTA
ADD SPARKLE TO ANY SPACE

WITH luxe MATERIALS AND

lavish FINISHES

Leadership for a Strong and
Positive Business Environment

Join us today by calling 256.764.4661 or
by visiting us at www.shoalschamber.com

20 Hightower Place, Florence, AL
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Don’t let the irony that the bees were in a 
wall near Studio B escape you.

Steve Carpenter, a local beekeeper and 
co-owner of Jack-O-Lantern Farms, said he 
received a call from Linda Hall about three or 
four years ago about the bees.

“He worked out at the (FAME) ranch years 
ago,” Hall said. “We knew about him.”

Carpenter said the bees were in a wall at the 
east side of the rear of the building near the 
CVS Drug Store. Hall said someone saw the 
bees behind the building and alerted them.

“We went around and looked and there was 
this huge swarm,” Hall said. “A few got inside.”

Instead of tearing into the walls to extract the 
insects, Carpenter said he used a bee trap to 
coax the bees out. 

That process took several months over a two-
year period because Carpenter was unable to 
cut into the wall to get to the hive. So he had to 
slowly coax the bees out after sundown.

“I used a bee trap,” Carpenter said. “It’s pretty 
complicated.”

Once the bees enter the trap, they cannot 
come out. The idea was to get the queen so the 
other bees would follow.

“I was lucky the queen left,” Carpenter said.
He said there was about two pounds of bees 

in the walls, about 35,000 bees. Carpenter said 
bees are typically sold by the pound.

Carpenter said he took the bees and used 
them to make honey he sold at Jack O’Lantern 
Farms.

“It was a small colony,” Carpenter said. “I 
didn’t put them near my other ones.”

Rodney Hall said it was his idea to market the 
honey as “FAME Studios” honey.

Carpenter said he was able to package about 
10 cases of FAME honey. Each case contains 12 
1-pound jars of honey.

The honey has been very popular. The 
negative side to that is, it’s sold out for the year.

“People were buying a half-dozen bottles at 
a time,” Hall said. “We should have more next 
year.”

He said many jars were sold to people 
outside the Shoals.

Carpenter said this is the first year the 
colony’s honey has been marketed as FAME 
honey.

He also touted the benefits of consuming 
local honey, which has been known to help 
desensitize allergy sufferers over time because 
the bees are feeding off pollen from plants 
where you live that trigger allergic reactions.

“I have customers who just have a fit when I 
run out of honey,” Carpenter said. “Some buy a 
case at a time.”

This article first appeared in the TimesDaily.
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GARY BAKER
practitioner 
 of pop

Singer/songwriter and owner 
of Noise Block Recording 

Studios Gary Baker talks about 
emerging pop group, Tryon, 
that he is working with at his 
recording studio in Florence.
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Each office independently owned and operated

TRISH BARNETT
ABR, ABRM, CDPE, SRES

Broker/Owner
Licensed in AL & TN

256-436-2500
iLoveTheShoals.com

Those that move here are smart!

Those born here are lucky.
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Hammitt
Los Angeles

713 Woodward Ave, Muscle Shoals
256-383-1133

Mon.-Sat. 10am-6pm
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Muscle Shoals has always been known for its 
gritty soul sound, but there has always been a pop 
thread embedded in the sound, as well.

Grammy-winning songwriter and producer Gary 
Baker has been one of the main practitioners of 
pop in Muscle Shoals, and he is working with a duo 
that received airplay with their song “Somebody To 
Love Me.”

Baker, who owns Noise Block Recording Studios 
in downtown Florence, said brothers Stephen and 
Justin Kirk were brought to his attention by fellow 
songwriter Walt Aldridge. Back in the 1980s, they 
were in the band The Shooters, scoring country hits 
at FAME Recording Studios.

“When I first heard them in my office, with just 
acoustic guitars, I knew they had massive talent,” 
Baker said.

The single was recorded in part at Noise Block, 
and at studios on Toronto and Cincinnati, he said.

Baker has used his studio mostly for his own 
projects, which includes working the the Back 
Street Boys, whose last album sold more than a 
million copies. He said some of the band members 
will be in town later for songwriting sessions.

“I never thought of renting out the studio,” he 
said. “But we think Tryon will blow it wide open for 
this studio.”

Baker and other partners are working to get an 
offer from a major label for the brothers. He said 
interest has already been expressed by labels after 
the single’s success, and after seeing Tryon perform.

“They are in the vein of the Back Street Boys,” he 
said. “They live in the pop world, and I love it.”

The single is on the Noiseblock label, which 
is rarely used. Tryon is the first act for the 
independent label

“Somebody To Love Me” received airplay on 
Radio Disney, Sirius XM Hits-1 and Spotify. It 
reached the Top 40 on the charts.

“They will be here writing with us,” Baker 
said. He won a Grammy for co-writing “I Swear,” 
which topped the country and pop charts with 
two different artists. He also co-wrote the hit “I’m 
Already There.”

He said some of the songwriting could be for the 
next Back Street Boys album.

“Stephen came up with a song for them. He 
comes from a spot they’re no longer from,” Baker 
said. “They will work here and write and record.”

If Tryon is signed to a major label, publishing and 
other aspects of their work will remain with Noise 
Block, he said.

“Our goal is to keep as much ownership as 
possible, but not to the point that it hurts the guys,” 
he said.

This article first appeared in the TimesDaily.

Story by Robert Palmer
Photograph by Matt McKean
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hunter 
watson  

Call of All

Courtesy Photo
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Hunter Watson is a busy guy. Not 
only does the Florence native have 
a successful modeling and acting 
career, he’s also lead singer and 
guitarist for the band Call of All.

As one of the Saviors in Season 
7 of “The Walking Dead” and with 
roles in Tyler Perry’s “Boo! A Medea 
Halloween” and “Too Close to 
Home,” 2016 was a good year for 
Watson the actor.

Right now, he’s in between acting 
projects and “The Walking Dead” 
season finale, which aired in April.

Now, Watson the musician and his 
Call of All bandmate, Cody Webb of 
Sheffield, plan to focus their energy 
on the band. Call of All’s debut 
album, “War & Illusion,” will be 
released June 6.

Watson, who lives in Colorado, 
was home a few weeks ago. He 
and Webb used recognizable Shoals 
sites, such as the old railroad 
bridge, for publicity photos. Watson 
is back in Denver and recently took 
time from his schedule to answer a 
few questions by phone.

TimesDaily: You are so well-
rounded creatively with your 
modeling, acting and music careers. 
But, is music your first love?

Watson: Most definitely. Music is 
the foundation of everything I do 
with entertainment. Everything else 
just kind of developed organically. I 
fell into the film and modeling stuff.

Music was what I started doing 
when I was 15 years old. I started 
playing guitar and writing songs at 
15. My uncle actually bought me my 
first guitar. He inspired a good bit 
of my career whether he realizes it 
or not.

TimesDaily: You have been part 
of the Shoals music scene for a long 
time. Have you been in bands since 
you were a teenager?

Watson: I started singing around 
the time I was 17 or 18. I was in 
a little rock band in Florence. We 
didn’t have a singer, and I thought 
I would give it a shot. I never really 
thought I could sing or had a voice. 
I just started doing it, and one thing 
led to another.

Two years later, I met Corey 
Lawson and the late Jacob Sanders. 
We formed our first group, Day’s 
Distance, in 2009. I was 19 years 
old.

We added a few members and got 
to playing in the local area. We put 
out our first EP in 2010. We actually 
ended up playing at the South 
by Southwest festival in Austin, 
Texas, in 2011. We got on local 

and regional radio and did really 
well. We had a lot of support in the 
regional market and local stations 
like 105.5 The Big Dog. We gained 
some traction and were starting 
to play quite a few shows in the 
Southeast, then we had some things 
happening in the band. It just kind 
of ran its course after four years.

TimesDaily: Is that when you 
first saw music as your career?

Watson: Yeah. At that point, we 
were all still working day jobs to 
keep it going. But, there in the last 
two years, we recorded our second 
record and made a track with the 
former guitarist from the band 
Saliva. It was a good four-year run.

Shortly after that, I got in the 
studio with a friend of mine who’s 
also from there, Cody Webb. He 
was in a band called Ages Apart.

TimesDaily: Is that when you 
and Webb formed Call of All?

Watson: We basically played 
a few shows together in 2012, I 
believe. I had known him — he had 
mixed and mastered our second 
record — but I think we actually 
connected around 2011. After I quit 
the group, I hooked up with him 
at the beginning of 2013. He asked 
me if I wanted to put together a 
project. I said yes, but I needed a 
little time to take a break. The end 
of 2013 was when we started the 
Call of All record.

TimesDaily: How did the band’s 
music get temporarily sidetracked?

Watson: We got in the studio in 
2014, but I ended up moving off 
to Florida. From there, I wound up 
signing a contract with an agency 
in Atlanta. We were going to put 
out our first single — the wheels 
were set into motion — but all this 
stuff with my film career started to 
develop. We had to put it on hold.

It was all definitely an organic 
thing. It (my film career) wasn’t 
something that was ever expected.

TimesDaily: After seeing the 
photos you posted on social media 
from your visit to the Shoals a few 
weeks ago, it looks like you and 
Cody still have strong connections 
with your hometowns.

Watson: We most definitely do. 
The Shoals is the root of who we 
are as people and also musically. 
That area, which is home, has a 
special energy to it. Musically, when 
you get out into the world, you 
don’t see that same type of element 
that a lot of the artist coming from 
Muscle Shoals have.

TimesDaily: How do you 

describe Call of All’s music?
Watson: You know, I think 

we sort of classify ourselves 
as alternative rock. I was real 
influenced by a lot of the ’90s 
bands — the early ’90s with the 
grunge movement — and also 
bands in the early 2000s and mid-
2000s. I was a huge Shinedown fan.

I would say our new sound that 
we have is hard to describe. A lot 
of people say we have a little bit 
of a ’90s influence, but it’s fresh 
and new. In my opinion, and based 
on what people who have heard 
the record have said, is we have 
a sort of Thirty Seconds to Mars, 
Audioslave, Young Guns, Breaking 
Benjamin type of sound.

I think with a lot of the writing, 
it came out naturally. I just start 
writing a song with a chord 
progression and a melody and 
whatever else comes to me, then I 
hand it off to Cody and he builds 
on it from there. I would say Cody’s 
one of the best and one of the 
easiest people I’ve ever worked 
with. It flows creatively so well.

In our choruses and verses, 
there’s a lot build-up. There are a 
lot of highs and lows. That makes 
for the impact of the music with the 
listener. It hones in and resonates 
with listeners. It’s also about being 
authentic with lyrics. It’s being true 
to the music and never trying to 
force it.

TimesDaily: What’s next? Will the 
band tour? Will you be able to step 
back from acting long enough to 
tour?

Watson: That’s actually what 
we’re discussing right now. We 
have a lot of things in the works 
at the moment. But we have this 
date — June 6. Going forward, we 
want to be on tour. We want to be 
out there in the U.S. touring unless 
something crazy happens.

TimesDaily: You’re not planning 
to stop acting, are you?

Watson: No. I plan on pursuing 
that further. I’ve made some 
contacts out in Los Angeles. I’m 
going to be frequenting Los Angeles 
over this coming year. After these 
first few years as an actor, I want to 
see if I can take it to the next level.

Right now, we can’t wait to 
get this record out to everyone. 
It’s been a long time coming. We 
wanted to release it before but it’s 
all about timing.

This article first appeared in the 
TimesDaily.

Story by Monica Collier
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The last time Dan 
Auerbach worked at 
Muscle Shoals Sound 
Studios, some extra 
equipment had to be 
brought in to finish the 
Black Keys’ Grammy-
winning “Brothers.”

Things have changed.
Muscle Shoals Sound 

Studios is once again 
a fully functioning 
recording facility now 
owned by a nonprofit 

foundation. The studio, 
which was renovated 
with a grant from Beats 
by Dr. Dre, reopened in 
January.

Most days, it’s a 
museum, but the 
foundation that operates 
the iconic studio keeps 
it open for business, as 
well.

“This is light years 
away from the last time 
I was here,” Auerbach 

said during a break in 
recording in March. 
“This is what I dreamed 
it would look like seven 
years ago.”

Auerbach assembled a 
stellar lineup of session 
players, many of them 
Muscle Shoals and 
Memphis, Tennessee, 
veterans. Among them 
are Muscle Shoals 
Rhythm Section members 
David Hood and Jimmy 

Johnson, Spooner 
Oldham, Bobby Wood 
and Gene Chrisman of 
American Recording 
Studios in Memphis, 
Nashville, Tennessee, 
A-list guitarist Billy 
Sanford, and backing 
vocalists Marie Lewey 
and Cindy Richardson.

In four days of work, 
15 songs were recorded, 
he said.

“These guys are in 

Dan Auerbach cuts first session 
in revamped Muscle Shoals Sound Studios

Story by Robert Palmer
Photograph by Matt McKean, Jim Hannon

Dan Auerbach 
of The Black 
Keys music 

group is 
interviewed 
while he is 

recording at 
3614 Jackson 

Highway in 
Sheffield. 
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their 70s,” Auerbach said 
with admiration. “There’s 
no excuse for the rest of 
us.”

Though the studio 
is world renowned, it’s 
not just the bricks and 
mortar that make it 
special, he said.

“These guys have 
made timeless music. 
It’s all the good things 
about American music,” 
he said. “They recorded 
soul, rock. They made 
soulful pop. You can’t 
manufacture that. That’s 
why it’s so special. It’s 
all about the guys in 
the studios. Every great 
record label and studio 
was based on that.”

Auerbach said he is 
releasing an album of 
original material this 
summer on his label Easy 
Eye Records.

For Hood and Johnson, 
working again in the 
studio they founded in 
1969 is special.

“It feels like we never 

left. It’s the strangest 
feeling,” Hood said.

The studio at 3614 
Jackson Highway closed 
in 1978, and was moved 
to roomier quarters on 
the Tennessee River. The 
Rhythm Section sold the 
second studio to Malaco 
Records in the 1980s, but 
continued to work there.

“It’s been probably 
20 years ago that I last 
recorded here,” Johnson 
said. “They’ve done a 
wonderful job on the 
equipment, and the 
(control) board has 
done a magnificent job. 
It seems to be as good 
as the one we had. This 
might be the beginning 
of us doing more things 
here.”

Wood said he has 
known the Muscle Shoals 
players since the 1960s, 
but never recorded at 
Muscle Shoals Sound.

“We play a similar 
music with a similar 
groove,” he said. “We 

listened to their records, 
and they listened to our 
records.”

The lobby of the 
studio remained open 
for tourists while the 
recording sessions were 
underway. Judy Hood, 
chairwoman of Muscle 
Shoals Music Foundation, 
said visitors were given 
free tickets to the 
Alabama Music Hall of 
Fame in compensation.

“As usual, we had 
visitors from all over the 
world,” she said. “Most 
of the people who visit 
3614 Jackson Highway 
are hard-core fans to 
begin with, so they 
weren’t put off by the 
fact that they couldn’t 
go into the studio itself. 
In fact, the majority of 
them were thrilled to be 
standing in the building 
while history was being 
made.”

This article first appeared 
in the TimesDaily.
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Ronnie McDowell came on the 
music scene in 1977 with his tribute 
to Elvis, “The King is Gone.” He 
followed the hit with other chart-
toppers, such as “Older Women are 
Beautiful Lovers” and “Watching 
Girls Go By.” Over four decades, he 
has had more than 30 hits.

The Portland, Tennessee, native’s 
tie to the Shoals is almost as long as 
his successful country music career. 
Wanda Myrick, of the Franklin 
County Arts and Humanities 
Council, has been “taking care” of 
McDowell’s fan club for more than 
30 years.

“Wanda asked me to come down 
there 26 years ago,” McDowell said. 
“I had ‘Unchained Melody’ out, I 
never will forget it. I came then and 
26 years later, I’m still coming. I 

love old theaters and the Roxy is a 
beautiful representation of the old 
theaters in the small towns. Those 
are my favorite venues, believe it or 
not. I just love working at the Roxy. 
McDowell returned to the Roxy in 
March for a concert.

Myrick said she’s a longtime 
McDowell fan not just because of 
his music, but because he’s a nice 
person.

“I love his music,” she said. 
“He has one of the most beautiful 
voices I’ve ever heard. But, it’s all 
about the way he treats his fans. 
He appreciates his fans staying 
with him this long. He appreciates 
people who help him have a 
successful career.”

This past February, McDowell 
released the single “Love Tattoo” 

with Richard Lynch. “Love Tattoo” 
is a tribute to the military with 
proceeds benefitting American 
veterans through Lynch’s nonprofit 
organization, Love Tattoo 
Foundation.

“My friend Richard wrote ‘Love 
Tattoo’ with a friend of his,” 
McDowell said. “I’m a veteran, so 
when he called and asked me to 
help with that song, I was more 
than happy to do it. I love the song. 
It has a wonderful message. I was 
proud to be a part of it.”

In addition to the “Love Tattoo” 
single, McDowell also released a 
CD in February. “Songs I Love” 
is literally a collection of songs 
McDowell has loved since he was 
a kid.

“That’s out, and I have a new 

Story by Monica Collier
Photograph by Matt McKean

Musical 
artist Ronnie 

McDowell 
sits at the 

Holiday Inn in 
Sheffield and 

talks about 
his love of 

painting.

Ronnie McDowell

26 Years 
and counting
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single that was just released called, 
‘Two-step Boogie,’ ” he said. “That’s 
what it is. It’s a wonderful little 
dance thing. It’s kind of my homage 
to George Michael. If you remember 
‘Wake Me Up Before You Go-Go,’ 
I’ve always loved that song. 
After George Michael died, I 
wanted to pay a little homage 
to him and I did with ‘Two-
step Boogie.’ ”

McDowell is back in the 
studio working on more new 
material. He’s putting the 
final touches on a song he 
wrote based on the common 
phrase, “it is what it is.”

“I’ve often wondered why 
nobody had written that 
song,” he said. “So I wrote it. 
If any woman has ever had 
a man do them wrong, that’s 
what this song is about. She 
gets tired of this old boy 
doing her wrong and finally 
stands up for herself and 
says, it is what it is, darling.”

McDowell said he still has the 
same fire in his belly and passion 
for music that he’s had from the 
beginning.

“Writing songs is my first 

passion,” he said. “I’ve never lost 
one ounce of passion for what I do 
or for the music business.”

Not only is McDowell a talented 
singer and songwriter, he’s a 
celebrated artist who has completed 

38 paintings for the Disney Corp. 
He has taken a brief detour from 
his Disney project and is working 
on a painting he said is going to 
be the most favorite thing he’s ever 
painted in his life.

“I’m dead serious,” he said. 
“When I tell you what it is, you’ll 
understand. In 1977, when Elvis 
passed away and I wrote ‘The King 
is Gone,’ I had no earthly idea my 
life would end up being what it is. 

It was totally turned upside 
down in a totally positive 
way. I got to live my dream 
because of Elvis. For years, 
my fans have wanted me 
to do a painting of me and 
Elvis.”

McDowell said it wasn’t 
until recently that an idea for 
a painting of him and Elvis 
came to him. He said it’s 
strange how the idea came to 
him after 40 years.

“I was sitting at a red light 
about two weeks ago, and 
it just popped in my head,” 
he said. “It’s me and Elvis 
shaking hands. And my 
record is behind us. It looks 
like a Norman Rockwell 

painting. It’s called, in little 
parenthesis, ‘Elvis thank you.’ The 
main title is ‘Forever Grateful.’ ”

This article first appeared in the 
TimesDaily.

INDOOR RANGE TRAINING CENTER RETAIL STORE

INFO@CYPRESSCREEKRANGE.COM

FACEBOOK.COM/CYPRESSCREEKRANGE

5060 HWY 157,
FLORENCE

256-275-7586
CYPRESSCREEKRANGE.COM
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FloBama116 E. Mobile

ON THE ROCKS
110 N. Court St., Florence
256-760-2212
rock, pop, alternative rock, dance, 
Americana

SIDE POCKET LOUNGE
1816 Darby Drive, Florence
256-765-9966
rock, country, alternative rock, 
Southern rock, metal, pop, dance

RIVERTOWN COFFEE
117 N. Seminary St., Florence
256-765-2294; 256-765-7128
rock, Americana, acoustic

116 E MOBILE
116 E. Mobile St., Florence
116mobile.tumblr.com
Americana, alternative rock, blues, 
rock, alt-country

SWAMPERS AT THE MARRIOTT 
SHOALS HOTEL AND SPA
800 Cox Creek Parkway, Florence
256-246-3663
jazz, soul, rock, acoustic, Americana, 
rhythm and blues

RATTLESNAKE SALOON
1292 Mount Mills Road, Tuscumbia
256-370-7220
rock, country, rhythm and blues, 
acoustic

FLOBAMA MUSIC HALL 
AND RESTURANT
311 N. Court St., Florence
256-764-2225
rock, country, alternative-rock, 
rhythm and blues, acoustic

O’MALLEY’S SHEFFIELD
505 N. Raleigh Ave., Sheffield
256-381-1109 
rock, country, Southern rock

DP’S CLASSIC GRILL
410 N. Montgomery Ave., Sheffield
256-383-5295
rock, rhythm and blues, blues, 
acoustic, alt rock, Americana

CHAMPY’S FAMOUS FRIED 
CHICKEN
120 W. Second St., Muscle Shoals
256-389-9985
blues, rock, rhythm and blues, 
Americana

SINGIN’ RIVER BREWING CO.
526 E. College St., Florence
256-349-2294
Rock, Americana, folk, alt-rock

WAREHOUSE 414 
414 N. Montgomery Ave. Sheffield
256-320-7715
All varieties of live performances

go: find theMUSIC
NITE LIFE
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House Hunting?
Buying or SellingBuying  Selling

Sue Young
256-366-2894

Gwen Grigsby
256-335-5408
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122 N. Court St., Downtown Florence • 256-760-0033

COATS CLOTHING
COMPANY

The Menswear Specialist of the Shoals!
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Rivertown Coffee

ON THE ROCKS

Rattlesnake Saloon
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AIR SUPPLY 
“Even the Nights Are 
Better”

ALABAMA 
“Once Upon a Lifetime”

ALABAMA 
“Old Flame”

ARETHA FRANKLIN 
“Chain of Fools,” “I 
Never Loved a Man 
(the Way I Love You),” 
“Respect”

ART GARFUNKEL 
“Watermark”

ARTHUR ALEXANDER 
“You’d Better Move On”

ARTHUR CONLEY 
“Sweet Soul Music”

BACKSTREET BOYS 
“Never Gone,” “No One 
Else Comes Close”

THE BAND PERRY
“Don’t Let Me be Lonely”

BILLY RAY CYRUS 
“Achy Breaky Heart”

BLAKE SHELTON
“Sure Be Cool If You Did”

BLOODSTONE 
“Do You Wanna Do a 
Thing”

BOB SEGER 
“Against the Wind,” 
“Night Moves,” “Rock ’n’ 
Roll Never Forgets,” “Old 
Time Rock and Roll”

BOBBY WOMACK 
“Harry Hippie,” “Lookin’ 
For Love”

CARRIE UNDERWOOD 
“Before He Cheats”
“Blown Away”

CLARENCE CARTER 
“Patches,” “Slip Away”

CLARENCE CARTER 
“Too Weak to Fight”

CRAIG MORGAN 
“That’s What I Love 
About Sunday”

DARRYL WORLEY 
“Awful, Beautiful Live” 
“I Miss My Friend”

DELBERT MCCLINTON 
“Givin’ It Up For Your 
Love”

THE DELLS 
“Give Your Baby a 
Standing Ovation”

DONNY OSMOND 
“Go Away Little Girl,” 
“Sweet and Innocent” 
“Hey Girl”

DR. HOOK 
“Sexy Eyes,” “Sharing the 
Night Together,” “When 
You’re In Love with a 
Beautiful Woman”

EARL THOMAS CONLEY 
“Holding Her and 
Loving You”

FLORIDA-GEORGIA LINE
“Round Here”
“Get Your Shine On”

GEORGE JONES AND 
TAMMY WYNETTE 
“We’re Gonna Hold On”

GLENN FREY 
“Smuggler’s Blues” 
“Sexy Girl”

HEARTLAND 
“I Loved Her First”

HOLLIS DIXON AND THE 
KEYNOTES 
“Paper Boy”

JAMES & BOBBY PURIFY 
“I’m Your Puppet”

JIMMY BUFFETT 
“Bama Breeze”

JOE TEX 
“Hold What You Got”

JOHN MICHAEL 
MONTGOMERY 
“I Swear”

JOHNNY TAYLOR 
“I Believe in You (You 
Believe in Me)”

KENNY CHESNEY
“Ain’t Back Yet”

KENNY CHESNEY & 
TIM MCGRAW
“Feel Like a Rock Star”

LEANN RIMES 
“Commitment”

LENNY LEBLANC AND 
PETE CARR 
“Falling”

LONESTAR 
“I’m Already There”

LUKE BRYAN
“Drunk on You”

LUTHER INGRAM 
“If Loving You is Wrong 
(I Don’t Want to Be Right)”

SONGS:Recorded in the Shoals

Franklin

Seger

Carter

McGraw

Sledge

Rimes

Here is a partial list of hit songs that were either recorded 
at studios in the Muscle Shoals area, written by Shoals 
songwriters or recorded with studio musicians from the Shoals:
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222555666-777666444-666111555111
620 Sam Phillips St, Florence, AL 35630

www.cypressrealty.net

Martin Dean
483-0776

Jerry & Charlotte Dean
762-6699

IIInnnThThTheee SSSShhhoooaaalllsss!!!

Grounded &
Rooted...

Ruth Underwood
710-5572

Paul McCriteee
335-9782

DeWayne Crumley
762-3808

Ena Imrie
412-4821

Natalie Williams
577-9180

Cindy Moss
476-4460
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MAC DAVIS 
“Baby Don’t Get Hooked 
on Me,” “Stop and Smell 
the Roses”

MARY MACGREGOR 
“Torn Between Two 
Lovers”

MILLIE JACKSON 
“Feelin’ Bitchy,” “Get It 
Outcha System”

MINDY MCREADY 
“Guys Do it (All the 
Time)”

OAK RIDGE BOYS 
“Bobbie Sue,” “I Guess 
it Never Hurts to Hurt 
Sometime,” “American 
Made”

THE OSMONDS 
“One Bad Apple,” 
“Sweet & Innocent”

PAM TILLIS 
“Deep Down”

PAUL SIMON 
“Loves Me Like a 
Rock,” “Still Crazy 
After All These Years,” 
“Kodachrome”

PERCY SLEDGE 
“When a Man Loves a 
Woman”

R.B. GREAVES 
“Take a Letter Maria”

REBA MCENTIRE 
“The Fear of Being 
Alone”

ROD STEWART 
“Tonight’s the Night”

THE ROLLING STONES 
“Wild Horses,” “You 
Gotta Move,” “Brown 
Sugar”

RUSHLOW 
“I Can’t Be Your Friend”

SAILCAT 
“Motorcycle Mama”
Sanford & Townsend 
“Smoke from a Distant 
Fire”

SAWYER BROWN 
“Treat Her Right,” “This 
Time,” “Thank God For 
You”

SHENANDOAH 
“I Got You,” “Rock My 
Baby,” “Ghost in This 
House”

SONS OF THE DESERT 
“Whatever Comes First”

STAPLE SINGERS 
“Come Go With Me,” 
“I’ll Take You There,” 
“Respect Yourself”

TEMPTATIONS 
“A Song for You,” “House 
Party”

T.G. SHEPPARD 
“Strong Heart,” “One For 
the Money”

THELMA HOUSTON 
“Any Way You Like It”

TIM MCGRAW 
“Some Things Never 
Change”
“One of Those Nights”

TRAVIS TRITT 
“Modern Day Bonnie 
and Clyde”

TYLER FALL
“Redneck Crazy”

WAYLON JENNINGS 
“We Had it All”

WILLIE NELSON 
“Bloody Mary Morning”

WILSON PICKETT 
“Don’t Knock My Love,” 
“Land of 1,000 Dances,” 
“Mustang Sally”
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Introducing 
polo and 
   opening a 
  new world

Marc Harris, with a 
Philadelphia nonprofit 

group called Work 
to Ride, gets ready 
with his horse for a 
match at Bluewater 
Creek Polo Club in 

Lauderdale County. 
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Becky Daugherty MA ALC, NCC, EAP - under supervision of Kay Parker LPC-S

Amy Thompson MA ALC, NCC, EAP - under supervision of Dwight Wilson LPC-S, RPT-S

Cayron Mann MA ALC, NCC - under supervision of Kay Parker LPC-S

Micaela Campbell, Equine Specialist

1954 Jackson Road, Florence
To call for an appointment: Cayron Mann (256) 320-4200

Becky Daugherty or Amy Thompson (256) 263-6367
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Change
pays.

Talk to me about saving more
than pocket change.
Get to a better State®.
Get State Farm.
CALL ME TODAY.

Switch and save an average of

$483*

1201245 State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

*Average annual per household savings based on a 2015 national survey
of new policyholders who reported savings by switching to State Farm.

Patrick M. Laney, Agent
2701 Mall Road Suite 2

Florence, AL 35630
Bus: 256-764-3611

patrick@insuretheshoals.com
Mon-Fri 9:00am-6:00pm

Sat 9:00am-12:00pm

Marc Harris paused a moment while 
prepping his horse for a polo match to 
envision the lives he and his teammates 
might have encountered without the Work 
To Ride program.

“Maybe some kids wouldn’t do well 
in school,” the 17-year-old inner-city 
Philadelphia youth said. “Some would be 
outside doing who knows what otherwise.

“This program brings a lot of security. It’s 
a life changer – a big life changer.”

Harris then mounted the horse and 
headed to one of the Bluewater Creek Polo 
Club fields in Lauderdale County.

That response served as an ideal 
explanation for Lezlie Hiner’s motivation 
behind forming Ride To Work in 1996.

The nonprofit program trains inner-city 
youths in Philadelphia to ride and also 
teaches them to play polo.

A Work To Ride interscholastic high school 
club and a middle school club traveled to 
the Shoals in January at the invitation of 
Bluewater polo club after the clubs met 
during a U.S. Polo Association Interscholastic 
preliminary tournament in Maryland.

Brett Brown, who coaches the Shoals club, 
said he was moved by the members of the 
Philadelphia club and the overall concept of 
the program Hiner created.

The Philadelphia program has been 
featured on ESPN, HBO and in Sports 
Illustrated.

“She has done an incredible feat,” Brown 
said.

Story by Bernie Delinski
Photograph by Jim Hannon

Bluewater Creek Polo Club team member Charlie Caldwell hits the ball in 
a polo match with a Philadelphia nonprofit group called Work to Ride at 
Bluewater Creek Polo Club in Lauderdale County.
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BEAUTIFUL
RESULTS

Our procedures include:
Breast • Breast Augmentation • Breast Lift • Breast Reduction 
Breast Reconstruction
Face • Botox • Xeomin • Injectible Fillers • Ear Surgery
Eyelid Surgery • Facelift • Nose Surgery • Cancer Removal
Body • Body Lift • Liposuction • Trusculpt • Tummy Tuck Arm/Thigh Lift 
LaserLaser • Fine lines and wrinkles • Resurfacing • Hair removal
Hyperpigmentation • Spider Veins • Acne Scarring

Dr. Russell Jennings
Shoals Plastic Surgery Face & Body
203 West Avalon Avenue Suite 300

Muscle Shoals, AL 35661
Phone: (256) 386-1450

www.shoalsplasticsurgery.com

110868-1
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Bluewater Creek’s 
Teena Tucker said 
Bluewater upgraded 
its arena to allow for 
interscholastic polo, 
which is drawing some 
interest from local 
youths.

Tucker said the Work 
To Ride club serves as an 
inspiration for everyone 
who meets them.

“The program gets 
the Work To Ride name 
from the fact that the 
kids have to work in the 
barn at the Work To Ride 
stables in order to be 
part of the program,” she 
said. “If they do, they get 
to ride.”

Their trip to the Shoals 
included a visit to local 
attractions, including 
Helen Keller’s birthplace 
in Tuscumbia.

The Work To Ride 
members said that is 
an example of the wide 
range of places they 
have experienced.

“We travel a lot,” Harris 
said. “Some went to 
Argentina in November.”

He mentioned Nigeria, 
China and India among 
other places they have 
played.

Harris said the 
program stresses 
academics and tries to 
connect players with 
colleges that have polo 
clubs. That has produced 
scholarships for some of 
the members.

“It opens a lot of doors 
for you,” 16-year-old 
Malachi Lyles said. “It 
can do a lot for you.”

Throughout the years, 
Hiner has discovered the 
Philadelphia kids have 
a lot of talent for the 
sport that traditionally 
is associated with 
wealthy white players. In 
fact, the team won the 
Interscholastic National 
Championship in 2011, 
becoming the first all-
African-American team 
ever to do so.

Julian Penados, with a Philadelphia nonprofit group called Work to Ride, hits 
the ball in a polo match at Bluewater Creek Polo Club in Lauderdale County.
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Setting a Higher Standard in Cardiovascular Care

2095 Florence Boulevard
Florence

256.766.2310
or 256.349.5275

You will be seen by the
specialist every time!

We are the only group of Cardiologists
that let you choose your hospital.

1st in the Shoals to...
• Perform radial artery catheterization
• Perform pedal access for peripheral arterial disease
• To use MRI compatible pacemakers implants
• To use Endovenous Laser Treatment
• To treat chronic total occulusion
• To treat venous compression

Dr. Brian Cole (left) and Dr. Ajit Naidu,
board certified cardiologists,

offer compassionate, cutting edge cardiac care.
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Hiner said the program maintains about 
20 youths a year, who have to spend a great 
deal of time with it during a typical week, 
including more than 40 hours a week during 
the summers.

They help tend the barns that contain 34 
horses. The long hours don’t seem to bother 
them. Instead, they seem to enjoy the time 
there.

“Some of them would live there if they 
could,” Hiner joked, as 11-year-old Marisol 
Jimenez from the middle school league 
smiled in agreement and hugged up to her.

This article first appeared in the TimesDaily.

A Bluewater Creek Polo Club team, Harry Caldwell, Ry Koopman and Charlie 
Caldwell,  get ready for a match with a Philadelphia nonprofit group called 
Work to Ride at Bluewater Creek Polo Club in Lauderdale County.

Polo team members with a Philadelphia nonprofit group called Work to Ride, 
Malachi Lyley, Marc Harris and Julian Penados, get ready for a match at 
Bluewater Creek Polo Club in Lauderdale County. 
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“It’s been a  
fun ride”
Ed Robbins 
breaks the record 
as a seasoned 
polo player

Ed Robbins, at his 
polo field and stables 
in Lauderdale County, 
is the world’s oldest 
polo player.
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A cross breeze and 
series of ceiling fans 
beneath the pavilion 
at Bluewater Creek 
Polo Club made for 
surprisingly mild 
conditions amid 
triple-digit heat 
indexes.

Ed Robbins took 
a seat at a pavilion 
table, looked around 
at the sprawling 
picturesque club he 
created in 1981, and 
smiled.

“It’s been a fun ride 
out here,” he wistfully 
proclaimed.

That can be taken 
figuratively and 
literally.

Robbins has played 
in countless polo 
matches on those 
fields throughout 
the years, ever since 
catching the polo bug 
in Wyoming.

“I went to a polo 
clinic in Jackson 
Hole and learned the 

game,” he said. “That’s 
when I decided I 
wanted to play it.”

The namesake 
behind the successful 
Muscle Shoals 
plastics-producing 
E.S. Robbins Corp., 
Robbins bought the 
polo property located 
off U.S. 72 in 1980. 
“We had polo going in 
1981.”

He still plays, which 
is a feat nobody else 
is able to claim.

The Guinness Book 
of World Records 
confirmed in June last 
year that at 85 years 
old Robbins set the 
record as the oldest 
active polo player.

“I guess it just 
worked out that way,” 
Robbins said of his 
accomplishment.

He added with a 
laugh, “I’d rather have 
the title of the world’s 
youngest active polo 
player.”

In addition to 
the polo grounds, 
Bluewater has 
racehorses and a 
racetrack.

“I’ve always been a 
horse person all my 
life,” Robbins said.

It’s difficult to 
envision while 
looking out across 
the perfectly 
manicured green 
fields, but Robbins 
said Bluewater was a 
dirt field when they 
played the first match 
35 years ago. He said 
the family knew they 
had found a great 
sport.

“The fascinating 
thing about polo is it’s 
a team sport but it’s 
on horses,” Robbins 
said. “We’ve had a 
lot of good times 
out here. I’m glad I 
decided to do it.”

He has traveled 
to various clubs, 
including the 

Story by Bernie Delinski
Photograph by Matt McKean

Robbins leads the team onto the field.
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Robbins leads the team onto the field.
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Hours:
TAX SEASON

MONDAY-FRIDAY 7:30AM-5:00PM,
SATURDAY 7:30AM-2:00PM

OFF SEASON
CLOSED MONDAYS, FRIDAYS AND SATURDAYS

TUES., WED., & THURS. 8:00AM - 3:00PM

Fax: 256-764-5555

• Income Tax Preparation
• Monthly/Yearly Tax Service
• Drop Off and Pick-Up Service
• Partnerships
• Quarterly & Sales Tax Filing
• Notary Service

2310Huntsville Rd., Florence, AL • 256-766-9810

Briggs Tax Service
“In Business for Over 45 years”
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116 South Main St.
Tuscumbia, AL
256-320-5902BOUTIQUE
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oldest polo player.

prestigious Wellington, 
Florida, club, and teams 
from other clubs have 
come to Bluewater.

“It’s been a great thing, 
and you meet some great 
people,” Robbins said.

He said a lot of young 
blood has started coming 
into Bluewater. “We get a 
lot of young players from 
polocrosse.”

Polocrosse is a brand 
of polo played with a 
lacrosse-type stick.

“Once they play polo, 
they find out they like 
this more,” Robbins said.

His daughter, Teena 
Tucker, said the 
polo club has been a 
wonderful experience for 
family and friends.

“It’s a party every 
weekend out here,” 
Tucker said. “We have 
a cookout and all bring 
food.”

They also use the place 
for fundraisers, including 
Pets Are Worth Saving. 
They also have had 
jousting competitions 
in conjunction with the 
Alabama Renaissance 
Faire.

Tucker said she 
contacted Guinness 
officials after reading 
that the oldest active 
polo player was 82. Her 
father was 84 at the time, 

so Guinness officials told 
her about the application 
process for the record.

It was a detailed 
process that requires a 
great deal of proof. She 
needed Robbins’ birth 
certificate, letters from 
witnesses who played 
polo with him this 
summer and videos and 
still photos of the games.

Then she received the 
letter confirming Robbins 
as the oldest.

“I was ecstatic,” Tucker 
said. “I thought they 
would find some type of 
picky detail.”

His record will be 
included in the next 
Guinness edition and 
already is listed on the 
book’s website.

The record had been 
claimed by Sir Charles 
Williams, who lives on 
the island of Barbados.

“Ah, he’s a youngster,” 
Robbins says of the 
82-year-old.

Robbins plans to 
continue playing his 
beloved game as long as 
he can.

And each time he does, 
he’ll set a new world 
record.

This article was first 
published in the TimesDaily.
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Michael Hunt makes his 
short putt to the 17th 

basket as he plays the 
disc golf course at Joe 

Wheeler State Park.

 NEW 
DISC  
GOLF  
  COURSE 
 a hit at 
Joe Wheeler  
 State Park
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SERVING FOOD LIKE IT WAS
BEFORE IT GOT LIKE IT IS!

is a homage to Old Southern Farm Cuisine. Fresh
and made the way food was made many years before
processed foods and convenient shortcuts became
a way of life. Authentic Southern Farm Food!

All You Care To Eat Buffet
Fried Chicken, Catfish, Crackling Cornbread,

delicious vegetables and
Dessert included with your meal

4160 CR 200, Florence • 256-577-7009
(Only about 10 minutes from Downtown Florence)
Fri. & Sat. 3:30pm-8pm • Sun. 11am-2pm

southernfarmtable.com 11
12
71
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A new 18-hole disc 
golf course that opened 
this year at Joe Wheeler 
State Park is a hit with 
enthusiasts of the sport 
as well as amateurs.

Jack White, the primary 
designer and builder 
of the new course, said 
some people he saw 
playing the course had 
never played disc golf 
before. Their reaction 
to the new course was 
exactly what he had in 
mind.

“It’s creating a good 
experience that’s safe 
and fun and has people 
walking away wanting to 
come back,” White said.

Park officials say the 
new course is another 
recreational activity 
available to park patrons 
and visitors.

“We’ve seen a great 
deal of interest in it,” 
Marketing Manager Haley 
Newton said. “There are 
people there on a daily 
basis.”

The course winds 
through a mostly wooded 
area, up and down hills, 
with periodic views of 
the Tennessee River. 
White said it’s suitable 
for new players and more 
experienced disc golfers.

Tim Haney, supervisor 
of operations and 
maintenance for the state 
parks’ North Region, said 
the course was built by 
White with assistance 
from a few local disc golf 
enthusiasts. 

“It’s an additional 
amenity to bring people 
into the park,” Haney 
said.

Haney said a man from 
Decatur contacted him 
about installing a course 
in the park. Haney 
eventually met White, 
who has designed and 
built numerous courses 
in the Southeast.

“We walked through 
the woods and he kind 
of started envisioning 
the course,” Haney said. 

Story by Russ Corey
Photograph by Matt McKean

Wes Bevis carries his discs on his back as he walks the 17th fairway at the 
disc golf course at Joe Wheeler State Park.
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3602 Cloverdale Rd., Florence • (256) 764-3228
www.bamapool.com
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COLBERT COUNTY COURTHOUSE

201 N. Main Street, Tuscumbia AL 35674 • 256-386-8501 • colbertcounty.org

THECOLBERTCOUNTYCOMMISSION
TommyBarnes, District 1 • David Black, District 2 • JimmyGardiner, District 3
Emmitt Jimmar, District 4 • Darol Bendall, District 5 • Charles Hovater, District 6

Colbert County.
You belong here.
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“It’s a beautiful course because 
not every course goes through the 
woods, and not every course has 
views of a river.”

White said the Tennessee River is 
visible from the Hole 16 tee pad.

Newton said she has created a 
Facebook page for the new course. 
A couple of small tournaments have 
already been held at the course.

Haney said the course is a good 
use of the property, and the park 

will make sure people staying at the 
lodge or in the campgrounds know 
it’s there. 

Adapted from an article first 
published in the TimesDaily.

Wes Bevis tosses a disc through the trees on the 17th fairway as he plays the disc golf course at Joe Wheeler State Park. 



Ford City • 256-446-5588
Located one mile from Robert Trent Jones Golf Trail of the Shoals

Rogersville • 256-247-3336
Located in Downtown minutes from JoeWheeler State Park

Monday - Thursday 10:30 am - 9 pm
Friday - Saturday 10:30 am - 10 pm

Sunday 10:30 am - 3 pm

Private Rooms Available • Catering • Seafood
Hand Cut USDA Choice Beef • Pasta • Salad Bar

Lunch Specials • To Go Orders • Beer • Wine • Cocktails
Large Selection of Made From Scratch Desserts

www.StanfieldsSteakHouse.com
109329-1

Outside Dining • Full Bar • Oysters • Crablegs • Crab Claws
Gumbo • Steak • Chicken • To Go Orders • Lunch Specials

Sunset Salute Every Day at Sunset
Monday Closed • Tuesday - Thursday 11 am - 9 pm

Friday - Saturday 11 am - 10 pm • Sunday 11 am - 9 pm

www.RiverBottomGrille.com

Outside Dining • Full Bar • Oysters • Crablegs • Crab Claws
Gumbo • Steak • Chicken • To Go Orders • Lunch Specials
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hikes at Cane 
Creek Canyon 

Nature Preserve 
in Colbert County.

take a hike Photography by Jim Hannon
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2308 Woodward Ave., Muscle Shoals
256-383-1437

Monday-Friday 8 to 5 - Saturday 9 to 2

Shoals Lighting

Bold. Beautiful.

BBBBBBriiilllllliiiaaannnttt.

4080 Florence Blvd • Florence, AL
256.757.0099

Call Today to Reserve Your Order
Open Thursday, Friday, & Saturday Only

Carryout Only - Call Orders in Ahead to Guarantee.
We smoke these days till we run out.
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If you enjoy hiking, the Shoals has several 
options with trails that wind through 
tranquil wooded areas, some of which 
border the beautiful Tennessee River.

 ■ Shoal Creek Nature Preserve
This picturesque place is a popular destination for those 

who enjoy a walk in the woods, horseback riding, bicycling 
and bird watching. The state-owned, 298-acre nature area 
features 4.5 miles of trails that provide views of cascading 
streams, wildflowers, wildlife and Shoal Creek. 

The preserve features varying habitats including fallow 
fields, mature upland hardwood stands and scenic creek 
bottoms. It also offers opportunities for fishing, canoeing, 
picnicking, photography and nature study.

Motorized vehicles are only allowed in designated parking 
areas and access roads.

An additional 2 miles of trails at the nature area are 
available for horseback riding and bicycling.

The preserve is about 7 miles north of Florence and 
2.5 miles north of St. Florian on Lauderdale 61. Access is 
available via a gravel road off Lauderdale 61.

 ■ Rock Spring Nature Trail
Located west of Florence, this scenic trail is a part of the 

Natchez Trace Parkway.
Visitors have an opportunity to see beaver and other 

wildlife. During the fall, numerous hummingbirds can be seen 
along the trail, feeding on the jewelweed that grows around 
Colbert Creek.

A small natural spring bubbles from the rocks near a 
deep pool where fish dart about. After completing the 
20-minute walk around the loop trail, you might be tempted 
to take off your shoes and dangle your feet in the cool 
water. Vegetation and trees change as you move along the 
trail, past the stream, and on to a field and a rocky hillside. 
Steppingstones that provide access across Colbert Creek 
limit the opportunities for handicapped access to the trail.

 ■ Key Cave National Wildlife Refuge
Key Cave National Wildlife Refuge is located southwest 

of Florence and features more than 2.5 miles of gravel trails 
that provide opportunities for watching birds and other 
wildlife. Many of the birds seen there are grassland species 
that are not commonly found in north Alabama.

The 1,060-acre refuge is on Lauderdale 204. Take 
Alabama 20 to Lauderdale 2 in Florence. Travel 5 miles west 
and turn south on Lauderdale 223 for 1.5 miles. Then turn 
west on 204 for 1/4 mile.

 ■ Bankhead National Forest
In addition to nature preserves, parks and other outdoor 

venues in the Shoals, Bankhead National Forest, in 
Lawrence, Winston and Franklin counties, has numerous 
trails ranging from narrow paths through wilderness to a 
multi-use trail where horses and all-terrain cycles can be 
ridden.

The forest is a popular destination for campers, hikers, 
wildlife watchers, horse-back riders, canoeists and kayakers. 
Alabama 33 south of Moulton and Alabama 195 south of 
Haleyville provide access to the forest. 205-489-5111.
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The Point at Cane 
Creek Canyon 
Nature Preserve.

Cane Creek 
Nature Preserve.
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1816 Darby Drive • Florence • 256-765-9966
19 and above with Valid ID 11
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~Drink Specials~

Sun.-Thurs 6pm-2am • Fri. & Sat. Noon-2am

FREE POOL
Every Friday & Saturday • Noon-6pm

LLLOOOUUUNNNGGGE

Come by for Great Fun...
7 Nights a Week!

Daily Pool &
Shuffleboard Tournaments

 ■ Old Railroad Bridge
At one time, this bridge provided access across the 

Tennessee River for both automobiles and trains. Today, it is 
used only by pedestrians.

It provides a scenic view of the Tennessee River. Many 
walkers time their visits to watch the sun setting over 
Pickwick Lake.

Hikers also can access Tennessee Valley Authority trails 
from the Old Railroad Bridge.

Access to the bridge is from Ashe Boulevard in Sheffield.

 ■ Cane Creek Canyon Nature Preserve, Tuscumbia
Just a short drive from the city, hikers and nature lovers 

can find one of Alabama’s treasured forests — Cane Creek 
Canyon Nature Preserve. With more than a dozen waterfalls 
and 15 miles of trails, opportunity to enjoy the area’s natural 
beauty awaits. Although the trails range from beginner to 
advanced, all of the real scenery requires some difficulty to 
see. Visitors are required to sign in to the preserve.

Go about 6 miles north of U.S. 72 on Hawk Pride Mountain 
Road, turn left onto Loop Road and reach entrance to 
preserve in about a mile and a half. 

 

Rock Spring, 
a Natchez 
Trace Parkway 
nature area. 
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 ■ Alabama Forever Wild Shoal Creek Preserve, St. 
Florian

This beautiful part of Lauderdale County is perfect for 
beginning hikers, where scenic creek bottoms and vast 
woodlands comprise the well-marked trails.

Wooden bridges decorate the 2.4-mile Jones Branch Loop 
and 1.8-mile Lawson Branch Loop, making them easy to 
cross and providing a rustic atmosphere. A cave in the area 
is a great place for spelunking. 

From Florence Boulevard, turn left onto Lauderdale 30, 
take first right onto Lauderdale 47, take second left onto 
Lauderdale 61, go about 2 miles and entrance road will be 
on the right. 

 ■ Wildwood Park, Florence
Located a short distance from historic downtown Florence 

and the University of North Alabama, Wildwood Park offers 
trails ranging from beginner to advanced. The park is also 
ideal for mountain biking and jogging. The park has a picnic 
area. 

Going south on Pine Street, turn left onto Lion Drive, then 
turn left onto Circular Road. Continue onto Waterloo Road, 
turn left after about a half-mile, and the park will be on the 
left.

Key Cave 
Wildlife Refuge.

Jim Lacefield leads a group 
of hikers to Cane Creek 

Canyon Nature Preserve

O
U

T
D

O
O

R
S



   117

109942-1

SHEFFIELD.
See it, live it,
love it.

256-389-2000
300 North Nashville Ave.

P.O. Box 580
Sheffield,AL 35660

109942-1

www.sheffieldalabama.orgShoal Creek 
Nature Preserve.
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 ■ Colbert Alloys Park and Campground
180 Alloys Park Lane, Muscle Shoals.
Located on Wilson Lake, Colbert’s newest RV park and 

campground has RV, tent and primitive camping; electricity; 
water; sewage and dump station; bathhouse; and boat 
ramp. The park is open year round. 256-577-9619

 ■ Colbert Rose Trail
9395 Riverton Rose Trail, Cherokee.
Located on Pickwick Lake, the grounds include tent and 

primitive camping, electricity, water, dump station, piers, 
pavilion, bathrooms, showers and seasonal boat ramps. It is 
open all year. 256-360-2764

 ■ Heritage Acres RV Park 
1770 Neil Morris Road, off U.S. 72, Tuscumbia.
The park offers RV campsites with full hookups, coin 

laundry, bath house, free cable television, free wireless 
Internet service. Daily, weekly and monthly rates are 
available, and big rigs and pets are welcome. 256-383-7368; 
heritageacresrvpark.com.

 ■ Tuscumbia RV Park
18260 U.S. 72, Tuscumbia.
A park with 24 RV spots located about seven miles west 

of Tuscumbia. Full hookups with electricity, water, sewage, 
WiFi, free laundry and shower building. The park is open year 
round. 256-383-2363 TuscumbiaRvPark.com.

 ■ Wilson Dam Rock Pile Campground 
663 Rock Pile Road, Muscle Shoals.
A self-service campground opens mid-March through 

mid-November with 23 campsites. Rest rooms with heated 
showers and flush toilets, picnic tables and grills, boat ramps 
above and below the dam, lake and river fishing, hiking trail 
(10 miles), walking trail, natural area, wildlife viewing area, 
bird watching and bicycling. 800-882-5263; tva.gov/river/
recreation/camping.htm#wilson.

 ■ Brush Creek Park
Lauderdale 14, near Waterloo.
Open from mid-March through late October with 50 

acres of primitive camping. There are no electrical or water 
hookups, but bathroom facilities with cold showers and a 
dumping station are available. No fee to camp. Thirty-day 
maximum stay. 256-760-5878 or 256-760-5750

campgrounds
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Florence, AL 35634

256-718-2041
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Memory Care Assisted Living
providing care for senior adults
with Dementia in a home like
setting for over 20 years.

Call: 256-767-2080
www.GreenOaksInn.net
Info@GreenOaksInn.net

Are you caring for a loved one
with Alzheimer’s or Dementia...…
come visit us. We understand
your stress and can help!

We consistently strive to
provide a nuturing environment
that feels safe and familiar,
empowering and fulfilling to
our residents.

Call us today and find out
how Alzheimer’s & Dementia
residents seem to thrive in our
quiet, homelike environment.
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140 Pepper Lane, (off County Rd. 24/Stony Point Rd.) Florence, AL 35633

Kurt Honbarrier - Owner
Anita Burney &Teresa Johnson -

Management Staff

 ■ McFarland Park
Alabama 20, Florence.
The park has 60 campsites open year round with electrical 

and water connections. It also has rest rooms, bathhouse 
and laundry facilities. The park is also conducive to tent 
camping. 256-740-8817.

 ■ Joe Wheeler State Park
Rogersville.
This state park offers resort facilities with a lodge, 

restaurant, fishing, golf, swimming, tennis, convention and 
banquet facilities and boat slips and marina. The upgraded 
campsites offer all amenities and primitive sites as well. 

256-247-1184; joewheeler.park@dcnr.alabama.gov.

 ■ Wheeler Reservation Campground
Alabama 101, east end of Wheeler Dam.
Campground has 30 camping sites open from mid-March 

through late October. With water and electrical connections, 
the park has a free dumping station, bathhouse and a fishing 
pier for campers. Camping fee charged. First-come, first-
serve basis with a maximum 30-day stay. No reservations. 
256-760-5878 or 256-760-5750.

Great local RV, tent and 
primitive camping.
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250 Mangum Street • Florence, AL
256-980-1700

www.skyzone.com/F lorence

If you were born after April 28, 1954, Alabama law requires you to obtain a boaters 
license. The Florence Flotilla of the U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary offers several classes each 
year to help boaters prepare for the boaters license exam.

Children younger than 12 are prohibited from operating boats and personal watercraft in 
Alabama. Youths 12 and 13 can obtain an Alabama boater safety certificate, which allows 
them to operate a boat while being supervised onboard by a person 21 years or older who 
has a valid Alabama boat operators license.

Alabama law requires a U.S. Coast Guard-approved personal flotation device be on board 
boats for the operators and all passengers.

Children younger than 8 are required to wear a life jacket at all times except when riding 
inside an enclosed cabin. All boat operators and passengers are required to wear a life 
jacket while within 800 feet of the downstream side of a hydroelectric dam or navigation 
lock.

Personal watercraft operators and passengers, and anyone towed on skies, tubes, and 
wake or knee boards must wear a life jacket.

State law also requires vessels more than 16 feet long be equipped with a flotation 
device that can be thrown, if needed.

The Alabama Marine Police recommends all boat operators and passengers wear a life 
jacket at all times.

The local Coast Guard Auxiliary flotilla offers vessel safety inspections at area boat ramps 
during the spring and summer to help boaters make sure they have all required safety 
equipment onboard. For more details, call 256-757-4622.

BOATING LAWS
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HIGHEST AVERAGE ACT
SCORE IN THE SHOALS

When You’re Valued, You Excel.
256-767-7070
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Monday-Friday 9:30am-5:30pm | Saturday 9:30am-4pm

511 Woodward Avenue | 256-381-6001

• T R I B A L ®

EXCLUSIVE
Retailer

• Full Bridal
Registry

• Jewelry

• Housewares
& More...

• T R I B A L• T R I B A L ®®

EEXEXCCLUSIVVEEXCLUSIVE
RRettat illeerRetailer

• Full Brririddal• Full Bridal
RReege iisststrtryrRegistry

• JJewweelrryr• Jewelry

• Hooussewwarrerese• Housewares
& Morrer ...& More...
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area Golf COURSES
colbert county
CYPRESS LAKES GOLF 
AND TENNIS FACILITY
1311 E. Sixth St., Muscle Shoals
Pro shop: 256-381-1232
Public

ROBERT TRENT JONES 
GOLF TRAIL AT THE SHOALS
990 SunBelt Parkway, Ford City
Pro shop: 446-5111
Public

SPRING CREEK
800 Woodmont Drive, Tuscumbia
Pro shop: 256-386-5670
Public

TENNESSEE VALLEY COUNTRY CLUB
101 W. Maple St., Tuscumbia
Pro shop: 256-383-3689
Private

TWIN PINES COUNTRY CLUB
1855 Country Club Drive, Russellville
Pro shop: 256-332-4191 (tee times), 
256-331-0270 (driving range)
Semi-private

lauderdale county
BLACKBERRY TRAIL
112 Clubhouse Drive, Florence
Pro shop: 256-740-8825
Public

JOE WHEELER STATE PARK
2670 Joe Wheeler State Park Road, 
Rogersville
Pro shop: 256-247-9308
Public

THE GOLF CLUB
2831 County Road 156, Anderson
Pro shop: 256-247-7890
Public

TURTLE POINT YACHT 
AND COUNTRY CLUB
1000 Club Drive, Killen
Pro shop: 256-757-2153
Private

franklin county
REDMONT COUNTRY CLUB
1400 Redmont Drive N.W., Red Bay
Pro shop: 256-356-8070
Semi-Private
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3624 Cloverdale Road, Florence
OpenWed. - Sat., 10a.m. - 5p.m. 256-767-4399 11

08
30

-1

Beautiful and Unique
Furniture • Home Decor

Clothes • Shoes • Jewelry

WEARHOUSE
Clothiers & Home Furnishings

Bonetha Massengale, CPF
Owner

3921 Cloverdale Rd. • Florence
256-766-1477

Serving the Shoals
for 31 Years!

Mon.-Fri. 10-6, Sat. 10-3

We keep a history of
everything we frame.
• Upfront Pricing
• Custom Framing
• Computerized Mat Cutting
• Same Day Service Available

11
06
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Robert Trent Jones golf course in Ford City.

O
U

T
D

O
O

R
S



124   

P
LA

C
E

S
 T

O
 S

E
E

10 must-see sites

THE ROSENBAUM HOUSE - 601 Riverview Drive, Florence
This is the opportunity to experience the work of Frank Lloyd Wright from 
inside the walls of one of the homes he designed. The 1,540-square-foot 
home is the only Wright-designed building in Alabama. It was created 
in a Usonian style that incorporates organic simplicity by bringing in the 
outdoors.

while visiting 
the Shoals

Let’s say you only have a couple of 
days to visit the Shoals and you need 
some recommendations as to what sites 
to visit. Here are our recommendations: 

The Rosenbaum House, W.C. Handy home, Pope’s 
Tavern, FAME recording studio, Muscle Shoals 
Sound Studios Museum, Ivy Green, Wilson Dam, 
Coon Dog Cemetery, Spring Park and the Railroad 
Depot Museum in Tuscumbia.

1

Photography by Jim Hannon & Matt McKean
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POPE’S TAVERN - 203 Hermitage Drive, Florence
This building’s history is intriguing, being a one-time stagecoach stop that 
later became a hospital for Union and Confederate troops at different times 
during the Civil War. Andrew Jackson is said to have stopped here on his 
march to the Battle of New Orleans. Today, artifacts from the 18th and 19th 
century are displayed in the home.

W.C. HANDY BIRTHPLACE, MUSEUM & LIBRARY -
620 W. College St., Florence
The small log cabin where W.C. Handy, known as “Father of the Blues,” was 
born is part of an attraction that includes a museum and library containing 
books on Handy and his music, as well as black history and culture. Handy 
was born in the cabin Nov. 16, 1873, and died in New York in 1958.

3

2
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FAME RECORDING STUDIOS - 603 E. Avalon Ave., Muscle Shoals
This is a chance to visit the place where artists such as Aretha Franklin, Wilson 
Pickett, Etta James, Otis Redding, the Osmonds, Jerry Reed, Alabama and Mac 
Davis have recorded. All totaled, FAME has been involved in recording or publishing 
records that have sold over 350 million copies since opening its doors in Florence in 
1959 and later moving across the river to Muscle Shoals.

4

MUSCLE SHOALS SOUND STUDIOS MUSEUM - 3614 Jackson Highway, Sheffield
This is where The Swampers moved to when they left FAME Recording Studios in 1969. The 
original studio closed in 1978, but in 1999, it was purchased and brought back to life. It is 
undergoing renovations even now, but there’s nothing like seeing the iconic façade while awaiting 
its reopening. Artists who recorded here included Cher, Rod Stewart, Lynyrd Skynyrd, Wilson 
Pickett, Bob Seger, and the Rolling Stones.

5

P
LA

C
E

S
 T

O
 S

E
E



   127

11
09
78
-1

IVY GREEN - 300 N. Commons St. W., Tuscumbia
The birthplace of Helen Keller also is the location where 
she famously learned sign language as a child when her 
teacher Anne Sullivan repeatedly spelled out “water” in 
Helen’s hand. The pump where Sullivan drew the water 
is part of the sprawling indoor and outdoor attraction.

6
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WILSON DAM - Wilson Dam Road
The mammoth dam that once was a power supply center for 
munitions plants in World War I today is a major power source for 
the Tennessee Valley Authority. It was completed in the early 1920s 
and considered an engineering marvel for its time.

7

COON DOG CEMETERY - Coondog Cemetery Road, Cherokee
In 1937, Key Underwood honored his beloved hunting dog, Troop, by 
establishing the cemetery as his burial site. Today, it remains a unique 
attraction, where coon-dog owners continue the tradition of burying 
their pets there, beneath markers that range from small stones to large 
monuments.

8
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1311 E. Sixth St. Muscle Shoals, AL
256.381.1232 • cityofmuscleshoals.com

Cypress Lakes, a municipal golf course
open for public play, is an 18 hole golf
course in Muscle Shoals featuring 6,562
yards of golf. Our amenities include a fifteen
station driving range, separate putting
green, a clubhouse facility and Pro Shop.
Call 256.381.1232 for tee times.

18 Holes with Cart
Daily Rate $42

Senior Rate (60 +) $35
Twilight Rate $29

Golf &Tennis

City of Muscle Shoals

11
09
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9
SPRING PARK - Off Main Street, Tuscumbia
The park, which draws its name from a large spring, 
features a small roller coaster, carousel, and train that 
travels throughout the park and waterfall leading into 
the spring. It also features a two-story open air shelter, 
several single-story pavilions with lights and power 
outlets, public restrooms and open spaces.
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1
2
3

4

7

6

8
9

10 5

TUSCUMBIA RAILWAY DEPOT MUSEUM - 204 W. Fifth St., Tuscumbia
This train depot was opened in 1888 and today has been renovated to precise 
specifications to make certain it retains its original look. It includes memorabilia 
inside the depot and train cars, a roundhouse and operating turntable on the 
grounds.

10
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Tuesday- saTurday 11am-10pm
1141 Huntsville Rd., Florence

256-275-7716

11
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Lunch 11am-5pm
Low & slow smoked brisket, pork, ribs & chicken,

salads, sandwiches & house made desserttrts.

Dinner Starttrts at 5pm
Superb Angus steaks, fresh fish & oysters,

great cocktails & wine selection. All servvrved in a
relaxed, easy-elegance in a historic setting.
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Day Trips  

check out these 
nearby places

NATCHEZ TRACE 
PARKWAY

Nature is always on display 
with a visit to the Natchez 
Trace Parkway. Driving the 
parkway is a way to enjoy the 
beautiful colors of autumn, and 
the spring offers a peek at the 
first colors of a new year. The 
Trace connects Nashville with 
Natchez, Mississippi and attracts 
more visitors each year than any 
U.S. National Park except the 
Statue of Liberty. Access to the 
Natchez Trace is on Alabama 
20, northwest of Florence, and 
on U.S. 72, near Cherokee, in 
Colbert County.
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Day Trips 

U.S. SPACE AND ROCKET CENTER, HUNTSVILLE

Here’s your opportunity to learn about the U.S. space program with space travel simulators and hands-on exhibits at the 
Space and Rocket Center. The center is recognized as one of the most comprehensive U.S. space museums in the world. 
Visitors can learn about north Alabama’s role in putting man on the moon, the space race, the Apollo missions, the Space 
Shuttle program as well as the International Space Center. The facility is just off Interstate 565 at One Tranquility Base, 
Huntsville. 1-800-637-7223; rocketcenter.com.

DISMALS CANYON

The Dismals Canyon is a privately 
owned 85-acre natural conservatory 
that was designated a National 
Natural Landmark in 1975 by 
the National Natural Landmarks 
Program. Its natural formations 
awe visitors and the secluded trails 
and woodlands feature a variety 
of vegetation and rock formations. 
Features also include a hiking 
trail, waterfalls, cabins, campsites 
and a country store. And if you 
visit during Alabama’s sweltering 
summers, you’ll immediately notice 
the cooling drop in temperature. 
Open weekends. 205-993-4559; 
dismalscanyon.com



   133

Welcomeee to the
Shoals! Befffore you
buy, sell ooor trade
visit Blakeee Stutts
at Long---Lewis!

We haveee a full
selection offf new and
pre-owneddd vehicles

and custttomer
service ttthat is

second tooo none!

256-648-6944
2800 Woodward Ave • Muscle Shoals

LONGLEWISAUTO.COM

2800 Woodward Ave, Muscle Shoals
256.386.7800 • Cell 256.648.6944

blake.stutts@longlewis.net

110514-1

Company Top Producer
2016 Coldwell Banker TVR

Vicki Davis

11
03
45
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For All your Real Estate needs
CALLAN EXPERIENCED FULL TIMEAGENT.
256-412-7555 • VickiDavis38@aol.com

vickisoldmyhome.com
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JESSE OWENS MEMORIAL PARK

In 1936, Jesse Owens made his mark in Olympic 
history by winning four Olympic Gold Medals in Berlin, 
Germany. His performance in those Olympic Games 
and his life were the basics of the movie, “Race,” which 
opened in theaters in 2016. Owens was born and grew 
up in rural Lawrence County, in the Oakville community, 
south of Moulton. The Jesse Owens Museum and Park is 
near his birthplace and houses many photos, videos and 
memorabilia of his life. The museum is about 40 minutes 
from the Shoals. Take Alabama 157 south through 
Moulton and turn left on Lawrence 187. Reservations: 
256-974-3636; jesseowensmemorialpark.com

POND SPRING
HOME OF GEN. JOE WHEELER

The home of Gen. Joe Wheeler, a former Confederate 
officer and longtime U.S. congressman, is a good day 
trip.  The Wheeler home features many items of the 
family’s clothing and furniture. Besides the home, other 
buildings on the site include original slave cabins, an old 
ice house, log barn and other plantation outbuildings.  
256-637-8513; facebook.com/GeneralJoeWheelerHome
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FAMILY
ALABAMA CHANIN 
FACTORY AND CAFÉ

Where: 462 Lane Drive, 
Florence; 256-760-1090; 
alabamachanin.com/the 
factory

Hours: Weekday lunch, 
11 a.m. to 2 p.m. Monday 
through Friday; Saturday 
brunch, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.; 
Factory hours: 10 a.m. to 
5 p.m. Monday through 
Friday

Think fresh – as in 
organically grown: salads, 
vegetable of the day, 
sandwiches, quiche, daily 
plate, beer and wine, 
and other yummy items 
that change regularly. It’s 
all served on the fringe 
of where renowned 
designer Alabama Chanin 
creates and produces 

her signature fashions. 
When you’re satiated 
from the lovely food, 
take advantage of the 
opportunity to tour The 
Factory studio.

THE BACK PORCH 
FAMILY RESTAURANT

Where: 16125 U.S. 72, 
Rogersville; 256-607-7057; 
Facebook page

Hours: 11 a.m. to 10 
p.m. seven days

This family restaurant 
has a varied menu of 
steaks, seafood, burgers 
and fries, and a full 
salad bar. Country 
wholesomeness décor 
and features live music, 
karaoke, and even line 
dancing. 

CITY HARDWARE
Where: 105 N. Court St., 

Florence; 256-275-3666; 
cityhardwareflorence.com

Hours: 11 a.m. to 10 
p.m. daily

With its old town 
ambiance and flavorful 
menu, City Hardware 
offers diners many menu 
choices from land and 
sea, billing itself as 
“American Cuisine with a 
Southern Accent.”

LEGENDS STEAKHOUSE
Where: 201 N. Seminary 

St. Florence; 256-766-5072 
legendssteakhouse.com

Hours: 11 a.m. to 9 p.m. 
Sunday-Thursday; 11 a.m. 
to 10 p.m. Friday and 
Saturday

This steak house serves 
up far more than a juicy 
slice of beef. The menu 

items are numerous, the 
environment charming 
and the décor tells a story. 
There is a covered patio 
seating about 50 people 
so guests can enjoy 
outdoor dining in the 
warmer months. 

ODETTE
Where: 120 N. Court 

Street, Florence; 256-349-
5219; odettealabama.com

Hours: 11 a.m. to 11 
p.m. Monday-Thursday; 11 
a.m. to 1 p.m. Friday and 
Saturday

Odette bills itself 
as serving “elevated 
American fare 
with Southern and 
international influences.” 
Menu items feature 
locally and sustainable-
sourced ingredients. 
The atmosphere is 

time toEat The Shoals has plenty of variety 
when it comes to the dining 
experience. Following is a just a 
sample of local restaurants that 
offer great menus.

Legends in 
downtown Florence.
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1611 Darby Drive • English Village, Florence
256-767-0925 www.sidelinesjewelry.com

Monday - Saturday 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Unique Jewelry Creations

Wear The Legend

Available In

Sterling Silver Or Sterling

Silver With 14 Karat Gold
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www.bluewatercreekpolo.com

Come Play With Us!

www.bluewatercreekpolo.com
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contemporary and 
relaxed. It’s a local 
favorite

GARDEN GATE
Where: 701 Avalon 

Ave. Muscle Shoals; 256-
383-6905; and a Florence 
location at 1917 Florence 
Blvd.; 256-349-2569

Hours: 10:30 a.m. to 8 
p.m. Monday-Friday

Garden Gate serves 
home cooking in 
generous helpings that 
include fare like fried 
chicken, beef tips and 
rice, slow cooked pork 
roast, chicken and 
dumplings and home-style 
veggies like grandma used 
to cook: turnip greens, 
potatoes and gravy, green 
beans, corn, fried okra, 
purple hull peas or white 
beans. 

CITY RESTAURANT
Where: 108 W. Fifth 

Street, Tuscumbia;  
256-383-9809

Hours: 6 a.m. to 2 p.m., 
Monday through Friday

Come early and enjoy 

a full breakfast or drop 
by for a hearty meat-
and-three lunch. Burgers 
and sandwiches are also 
available. 

CLAUNCH CAFÉ
Where: 400 S. Main St. 

Tuscumbia; 256-386-0222; 
Facebook page

Hours: 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Sunday-Thursday

Claunch Café  
specializes in downhome 
Southern cooking. Diners 
can sit inside the glassed-
in porch and look out at 
the beauty of Spring Park. 
In the summer months, 
the glass is removed and 
only the screens remain. 
The chicken salad plate is 
a must-try – it’s Claunch’s 
signature dish. 

City Hardware in 
downtown Florence.



136   

T
IM

E
 T

O
 E

AT

RATTLESNAKE SALOON
Where: 1292 Mount 

Mills Road, Tuscumbia; 
256-370-7220; 
Reservations must be 
booked before 4:45 p.m. 
by calling 256-370-7218; 
rattlesnakesaloon.net

Hours: 11 a.m. to 10 
p.m. Thursday through 
Saturday (February.-
November.); 11 .m. to 3 
p.m., Sunday (April-Sept.)

You’ve got to see this 
restaurant. There’s a 
reason it bills itself as “the 
watering hole under the 
rock.” This is a popular 
restaurant. See the 
website for reservation 
rules.

RAY’S AT THE BANK
Where: 1411 Huntsville 

Road, Florence; 256-275-
7716; Facebook page

Hours: 11 a.m. to 10 
p.m. Tuesday-Saturday

Good regional fare in 
this new restaurant in east 
Florence. The building has 
been renovated to expose 
brick walls that adds 
warmth and charm to the 
dining experience, which 

features sandwiches 
(smoked gouda pimiento 
cheese sounds good), 
slow smoked pork brisket, 
ribs and chicken, and 
soups and salads.

RHODA P’S
Where: 312 N. 

Montgomery Ave., 
Sheffield; 256-978-5179; 
rhodapscatering.com

Hours: 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Tuesday-Friday; 11 a.m. to 
3 p.m. Sunday

Rhoda P’s has been 
a favorite among locals 
and visitors for decades. 
How about succulent 
fried pork chops, corn 
casserole, pinto bean and 
fried okra. That’s the kind 
of mouthwatering menu 
items found here. Open 
buffet.

SEASON’S
Where: 1420 Huntsville 

Road, Florence; 256-349-
5691; seasonsfood1420.
com

Hours: 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Monday; 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Tuesday; 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Wednesday-Friday; 6:30-11 

a.m. Saturday
This newest eatery 

features sandwiches and 
salads and is located in 
a renovated historical 
building in east Florence.

SOUTHERN FARM 
TABLE RESTAURANT 
AND BAKERY

 Where: 4160 
Lauderdale 200, 
Florence; 256-577-7009; 
souhernfarmtable.com

Hours: 3:30-8 p.m. 
Friday and Saturday; 11 
a.m. to 2 p.m. Sunday

 Food here is prepared 
fresh and is billed as 
“made the way food 
was made many years 
before processed foods 
and convenient shortcuts 
became a way of life.” 
Buffet featuring fried 
chicken, catfish, crackling 
cornbread, vegetables and 
dessert.

STANFIELD’S RIVER 
BOTTOM GRILLE

Where: Florence 
Harbor; 256-768-1721; 
riverbottomgrille.com

Hours: 10:30 a.m. to 9 
p.m. Sunday-Thursday; 
10:30 a.m. to 11 p.m. 
Friday-Saturday

It’s the only floating 
restaurant in the Shoals. 
The view of Florence 
Harbor surrounds you 
in this casual dining 
spot. When the weather 
permits, take a table 
on the deck and drink 
in the ambiance of the 
Tennessee River lifestyle. 
The menu is long and 
varied. The Stanfield’s 
Steamer Bucket of 
seafood is a favorite. 

SWEET BASIL CAFÉ
Where: 1627 Darby 

Drive, Florence;  
256-764-5991; Facebook

Hours: 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Monday-Friday 10 a.m. to 
4 p.m. Saturday

Choose from an 
assortment of sandwiches 
or opt for the lunch plate 
special.  Or order a “super 
foods salad” featuring 
kale, Brussels sprouts, 
cabbage and chicory, 
carrots, dried cranberries 
and all kinds of yummy 

Seasons in 
east Florence.

Ricatoni’s in 
downtown Florence.
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Riverhill
School

• Area’s only Independent Non-Parochial School
• Same Academic Excellence in a New Location
• Pre K2 through Grade Six
• 2710 Darby Drive, Florence, AL (2017-2018
school year)

256-764-8200
Please Visit our Website at

riverhillschool.org 11
08
73
-1

www.oasisdayspasalon.net
256.766.8085 • 256.767.7792

Makeup / Skincare
Massage Therapy

Body Treatments / Waxing
Complete Hair Services
Manicures / Pedicures

2471
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ingredients with a honey 
lime dressing. The eatery 
is also a market, so take 
advantage of its leisurely 
atmosphere and browse. 

SWAMPERS 
BAR AND GRILL

Where: One Hightower 
Place, inside Marriott 
Shoals Hotel and Spa; 
256-246-3600

Hours: 6:30 a.m. to 11 
p.m. Monday-Friday, 7 
a.m. to 11 p.m Saturday 
and Sunday

This Florence eatery 
features casual dining in 
an elegant setting with 
a comfortable lounge 
and outdoor patio for 
diners to enjoy. Swampers 
serves breakfast, lunch 
and dinner featuring 
classic American fare. The 
interior honors Alabama’s 
rich cultural heritage.

THE WILD LILLY
Where: 702 Michigan 

Avenue, Muscle Shoals; 
256-314-4447; thewildlilly.
com

Hours: 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Monday-Friday; 5-9 p.m. 

Tuesday-Saturday
Diners will find Cajun 

and Creole inspired 
food alongside Southern 
traditional favorites 
presented with an artistic 
twist to feed the eyes as 
well as the palate. Life 
music is offered Friday 
and Saturday nights.

BAR AND GRILL
ON THE ROCKS

Where: 110 N. Court St., 
Florence; 256-760-2212; 
florenceontherocks.com

Hours: 4 p.m. to  
2 a.m.

Full menu for lunch 
and dinner includes pub-
like menu items like hot 
wings, nachos, burgers 
and sandwiches, grilled 
mahi mahi, and steak. 
It is a favorite spot for 
live music and for dining 
and late socializing in 
the heart of historic 
downtown Florence.

360 Grill in 
Florence.
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111555444000 FFFlllooorrreeennnccceee BBBlllvvvddd. • FFFlllooorrreeeennnccceee,,, AAALLL 333555666333000
256-766-2541

Mon.-Sat. 9am-Until • Sun. Noon-Until

• Birthday
Parties

• Game Room

• Pool Room

• Pro Shop
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Fine Ladies Apparel

Shops of English Village • 1631 Darby Drive, Florence, AL
256.764.9444 • marigailonlineorder@gmail.com

Akola Project

Antelope

Ecru

Eileen Fisher

Hobo

L I L LA P

MZ Wallace Bags

NYDJ

FLOBAMA MUSIC HALL 
AND RESTAURANT

Where: 311 N. Court St., 
Florence; 256-764-2225; 
Facebook page

Hours: 11 a.m. to 2 a.m. 
Monday-Saturday

Another of downtown 
Florence’s dining and 
late socializing venues, 
FloBama’s menu features 
hickory smoked beef and 
pork as well as chicken, 
salads, wraps. There’s 
Tuesday karaoke, open 
mic, and live music. 

FINE DINING/
STEAKS/
SEAFOOD
360 GRILLE 

Where: 800 Cox Creek 
Pkwy S., Florence; 256-
246-3600; reservations 
required

The 360 Grille, located 
atop the Renaissance 
Tower at the 4-star 
Marriott Shoals Hotel and 
Spa, offers spectacular 
views of the Tennessee 
Valley and hails as 
Alabama’s only revolving 
restaurant.

The menu features 
regional American cuisine 
with a commitment to 
locally grown produce, 
sustainable farming 
practices and seasonality. 
A five-course chef’s tasting 
offers innovative takes on 
some classics, while the 
a la carte menu presents 
refined renditions of 
Southern favorites. The 
360 lounge offers unique 
cocktails made with 
fresh-squeezed juices and 
an award-winning wine 
selection. The Chef’s Table 
is available by reservation 
and allows diners to 
interact with the culinary 
team as they prepare and 
customize their meal. 
Ask about the five-course 
chef’s tastings. 

GEORGE’S STEAK PIT
Where: 1206 Jackson 

Highway, Sheffield; 256-
381-1531; georgessteakpit.
com

Hours: 4:30-10 p.m. 
Tuesday-Saturday

Known throughout the 
Shoals, this establishment 
remains an area 
classic. Diners enjoy a 
selection of fine wines 
to complement their 
meal of choice. Menu 
appetizers include oysters 
Rockefeller, fried calamari 
and the Greek tray. Steaks 
are cooked over a wood-
fire grill.

STANFIELD’S 
STEAK HOUSE

Where: 1700 Lee St., 
Rogersville;  
256-247-3336

Hours: 10:30 a.m. to 9 
p.m. Monday-Thursday; 
10:30 a.m. to 10.p.m 
Friday and Saturday 

Steaks, burgers, catfish, 
chicken and sandwiches 
are served at this 
Rogersville eatery. There 
is a lunch menu available 
for orders placed before  
4 p.m. 

BARBEQUE
BUNYAN’S BARBECUE

Where: 901 W. College 
St., Florence; 256-766-
3522; bunyansbarbeque.
com

Hours: 10 a.m. to 8 
p.m. Monday-Tuesday and 
Thursday-Saturday; 10 
a.m. to 5 p.m. Wednesday

This is a favorite among 
locals for pulled barbecue 
pork sandwiches and 
hotdogs with Bunyan’s 
famous slaw, hot or mild. 
Chicken is also on the 
menu. Order ahead and 
pack a picnic lunch. Eat in 
or take out.

DICK HOWELL’S BBQ
Where: 1350 N. Pine St. 

Florence; 256-767-5830; 
Facebook page

Hours: 10 a.m. to 7 
p.m. Monday-Thursday; 
10 a.m. to 8 p.m. Friday 
and Saturday; 11 a.m. to 4 
p.m. Sunday

In addition to a smoked 
barbecue sandwich, try 
the rib plate, smoke 
turkey sandwich or 
stuffed baked potato with 
meat. The mouthwatering 
menu has something for 
every taste.

mailto:marigailonlineorder@gmail.comAkolaProjectAntelopeEcruEileenFisherHoboLILLAPMZWallaceBagsNYDJ
mailto:marigailonlineorder@gmail.comAkolaProjectAntelopeEcruEileenFisherHoboLILLAPMZWallaceBagsNYDJ
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205 Seville St., Florence
256-760-9694

Elegant
Lighting
for
Everyday
Living

Leather Recliners by:
Hooker Furniture
Bradington-Young
Comfort Design
Barcalounger

111111110000999933335555-1111

This isTuscumbia...
...you should see us now!
Birthplace of Helen Keller

- Vision, Focus, Unity -
Progress for Tuscumbia City Council

City of Tuscumbia • 256-383-5463

Dist. 1 - Katie Logan
Dist. 2 - Geraldine

Thompkins
Dist. 3 - William Foster

Dist. 4 - Scott Smart
Dist. 5 - Mike Isom
•Mayor•
Kerry Underwood

11
09
13
-1

T
IM

E
 T

O
 E

AT

306 BBQ
Where: 322 N. Court St., 

Florence; 256-766-5665; 
306bbq.com/Florence

Hours: 11 a.m. to 10 
p.m. Sunday-Thursday; 11 
a.m. to 11 p.m. Friday and 
Saturday

Hickory wood smoked 
barbecue featuring pork, 
ribs, chicken, turkey, ham, 
and plates with a choice 
of sides. There are salad, 
potatoes and wings, too. 

RICK LANNING’S BBQ
Where (three locations 

in the Shoals): 4260 
Florence Blvd, 256-757-
0200; 212 Cox Creek 
Pkwy. Florence; 256-766-
0833; 2501 Woodward 
Ave., Muscle Shoals, 256-
383-2020: ricksbbq.com

Hours (same at all three 
Shoals locations): 10:30 
a.m. to 9 p.m. Monday-
Thursday; 10:30 a.m. to 10 
p.m. Friday and Saturday

Sandwiches, platters, 
potatoes and salads can 
be filled with Rick’s 
smoked chicken, pork or 
beef. 

ICE CREAM/
SANDWICHES
THE PALACE 
ICE CREAM AND 
SANDWICH SHOP

Where: 100 S. Main St. 
Tuscumbia; 256-386-8210

Hours: 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Monday-Saturday

Former home of the 
Railroad Hotel in 1833, 
then the location of 
Palace Drug Store in 1906, 
this eatery specializes in 
milkshakes, ice cream, 
burgers, sandwiches and 
triple scoop, tri-flavored 
banana splits.

TROWBRIDGE’S
Where: 316 N. Court St., 

Florence; 256-764-1503
Hours: 9 a.m. to 5:30 

p.m. Monday-Saturday
In the heart of historic 

downtown Florence, this 
shop features handmade 
shakes, sundaes, and 
sandwiches.

The Palace in 
downtown Tuscumbia.
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15905 Hwy 20, Florence (1 mile from Natchez Trace)

256-766-2407

• Beautiful Florals
• Jewelry • Baby Items

• Ladies Clothing & More

Open Wed.-Sat., 9am-4pm
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413 Cox Boulevard
Sheffield, AL 35660

256-381-1058
MSSheffield@5ssl.com

MEXICAN
CASA MEXICANA

Where: 11000 Jackson 
Highway, Sheffield; 256-
381-5397; 550 Brighton 
Ave., Muscle Shoals, 256-
383-4434; 2801 Mall Drive, 
Florence; 256-767-2750

Traditional Mexican 
food with starters of chips 
and salsa are served upon 
being seated. There is a 
wide variety of delicious 
Mexican fare. Popular 
dishes include taco salads 
and fajitas. 

LA HACIENDA MEXICAN 
RESTAURANT

Where: 153 Cox Creek 
Parkway, Florence; 256-
764-3532

Munch on chips and 
salsa as you choose a 
meal from the extensive 
list of offerings or order a 
drink from the full bar. 

FIESTA MEXICANA 
(SEVERAL LOCATIONS)

1550 Florence Blvd., 
256-766-0100; 3364 

Cloverdale Road, Florence, 
256-178-6843; 3721 
Florence Blvd., 256-272-
8444; 41 Market Square, 
Rogersville, 256-247-6180; 
517 Avalon Ave. E., Muscle 
Shoals; 256-389-8282; 
4001 N. Jackson Highway, 
Sheffield; 256-248-4279

ROSIE’S MEXICAN 
CANTINA

Where: 302 N. 
Court St., downtown 
Florence; 256-767-5599; 
rosiesmexicancantina.com

Hours: 11 a.m. to 9 p.m. 
Monday-Thursday; 11 
a.m. to 10 p.m. Friday and 
Saturday

The go-to for 
Mexican food and a fun 
atmosphere in historic 
downtown Florence. 
Create your own custom 
combo platter or order 
from the long and varied 
menu of traditional fare, 
or soup, salads and 
appetizers.

Rosies Cantina in 
downtown Florence.

mailto:AL35660256-381-1058MSSheffield@5ssl.com
mailto:AL35660256-381-1058MSSheffield@5ssl.com
mailto:AL35660256-381-1058MSSheffield@5ssl.com
mailto:AL35660256-381-1058MSSheffield@5ssl.com
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Hotel &
Conference Center

Hotel &
Conference Center

Radisson Hotel Sheffield
4900 Hatch Blvd

Sheffield, Al 35660
Phone: 256-381-4710

Fax: 256-386-7273
rhi_shal@radisson.com

• 202 Guest Rooms
• High-Speed Internet

and Wi-Fi
• Free Breakfast
• On-Site Restaurant
• Conference Space
• Group Rates Available
• Live Entertainment
• Boat and Large Truck

Parking

We’ll clean yyyour boooots fffor you
at our SSShoe SSShine Stand

Visit our 2nd Location
3613 Florence Blvd. • 256-767-0510

CCCome by & see us at oooour
Original Location

999321 Hwy 17, Zip Cityyy,,, AL
256-763-5535

We’ll clean your boots for you
    at our Shoe Shine Stand

our 

9321 Hwy 17, Zip City, AL

111111
000999

888777
-111

Celebrating 51 Years in Business!

Hat Shaping &
Cleaning

The Best Price
for Jeans, Boots,,,
Shirts & Belts
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ASAIN
ICHIBAN

Where: 1207 Jackson 
Highway, Sheffield; 256-
389-9888; iloveichiban.
com 

Hours: 11 a.m. to 9:30 
p.m., Sunday-Thursday; 11 
a.m. to 10 p.m. Friday and 
Saturday 

Japanese dishes 
featuring Sushi, a variety 
of rolls, soups, salads and 
appetizers.

UMI JAPANESE 
STEAK HOUSE

Where: 201 N. 
Cox Creek Parkway, 
Florence; 256-718-6868; 
umijapanesesteak 
house.com

Hours: 11 a.m. to 2:30 
p.m., then 4:30-10 p.m. 
Monday-Friday; 11 a.m. to 
10:30 p.m. Saturday; 11 
a.m. to 9:30 p.m. Sunday

Traditional and exotic 
Japanese cuisine including 
sushi, sashmi, teriyaki, 
tempura and hibachi food. 

RICE BOX
Where: 1529 N. Wood 

Ave., Florence; 256-767-
6752

Hours: 11 a.m. to 10 
p.m. Sunday-Thursday; 11 
a.m. to 11 p.m. Friday and 
Saturday. 

Asian cuisine in a 
casual setting, specializing 
in Chinese and Japanese 
food, the menu items 
reflect the tastes and 
traditions of both 
countries. Long and varied 
menu.

YUMM
Where: 117 N. Court St., 

Florence; 256-349-2074; 
yummthaisushiand 
beyond.com

Hours: 11 a.m. to 
2 p.m., then 5-9 p.m. 
Monday-Thursday; 11 a.m. 
to 2 p.m., then 5-10 p.m. 
Friday and Saturday

Sushi and Thai cuisine 
and everything beyond 
– mild or spicy and 
artistically prepared. 
Eat indoors or alfresco 
in historic downtown 
Florence. 

256-764-5991 • www.sweetbasilcafe.net
1627 Darby Drive in English Village • Florence, Alabama

OpenMonday-Friday 9-6 and Saturday 9-4

WeDeliver.
Have Your GroupMeeting at Sweet Basil. Private Dining Space Available.

We Cater for Family Gatherings, Reunions, Parties, etc.

Delicious Sandwiches, Salads,
Soups, Quiche, Burgers & Desserts

The Shoals’ Best Kept Secret

Serving the Shoals for over 20 years.
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800.831.2847 avis.com Avis features GM vehicles.
©2011 Avis Rent A Car System, LLC

Muscle Shoals Airport
1718 T. Ed Campbell Dr. • 256-389-8509 or 256-381-7626

• Competitive Daily, Weekend,
Weekly andMonthly Rates

• Avis Features aWide Variety
of Quality GMCars

•Major Credit Cards Accepted

• Convenient Locations
• Pickup Trucks and Cargo
Vans Available

• Insurance Replacement Rates
Call

Today
!

AVIS Is In Your
Neighborhood
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CAJUN AND 
CREOLE
NEW ORLEANS 
TRANSFER

Where: 1682 S. Wilson 
Dam Road, Muscle Shoals; 
256-386-0656; Facebook 
page

Hours: 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Monday-Thursday; 11 
a.m. to 8 p.m. Friday and 
Saturday

Family recipes are 
served at this authentic 
Creole restaurant. The 
setting is simple, casual 
and laid back, evoking 
nostalgic images of a 
classic bayou eatery. A 
favorite main dish is the 
seafood gumbo and the 
most popular dessert is a 
unique version of bread 
pudding with bourbon 
sauce. 

CAJUNS
Where: 4301 Jackson 

Highway, Sheffield; 256-
381-1573

Hours: 3 p.m. to 
midnight Wednesday-
Friday; noon to midnight 
Saturday

Cajun-flavored food in a 
relaxed environment, with 
delicacies such as fried 
oysters and shrimp, red 
beans and rice, frog legs, 
corn and potatoes. Menu 
also offers regular fare. 

ITALIAN/PIZZA/
SPECIALTY
RICATONI’S 
ITALIAN GRILL

Where: 107 N. Court 
Street, Florence; 256-718-
1002

Hours: 11 a.m. to 10 
p.m. Sunday-Thursday; 11 
a.m. to 11 p.m. Friday and 
Saturday

The historic building 
has exposed brick walls 
and diners love the fresh 
bread and saucer of 
herbs and oil as a starter. 
Traditional Italian fare 
with handmade pizzas 
baked in a wood fire 
oven. 

THE PIE FACTORY
Where: 106 N. Court St., 

Florence; 256-275-3248; 
and 3312 Woodward Ave., 
Muscle Shoals; 256-314-
2622; pizzapiefactory.com

Hours: 11 a.m. to 10 
p.m. Sunday-Thursday; 11 
a.m. to 11 p.m. Friday and 
Saturday

They make their own 
dough in house and you 
can choose from a variety 
of savory sauces, cheeses 
and toppings or choose 
one of their specialty 
pizzas and a craft beer 
brewed in Alabama.

THE CHICAGO CAFÉ
Where: 106 E. Mobile 

St., Florence; 256-710-
3607; Facebook page

Hours: 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Monday-Thursday; 11 
a.m. to 3 p.m. Friday and 
Saturday; 4 p.m. to 2 a.m. 
Sunday

Great, quick lunch place 
in historic downtown 
Florence serving black 
angus beef hot dogs, 
locally sourced organic 
bratwursts, and flatbread 
pizza made to order 
sandwiches.

COFFEE HOUSES
RIVERTOWN COFFEE 

Where: 117 N. Seminary 
St., Florence 765-7128; 
rivertowncoffee.com

Hours: 7 a.m. to 10 p.m. 
Monday-Thursday, 7 a.m. 
to 11 p.m. Friday; 9 a.m. 
to 11 p.m. Saturday

Muffin or breakfast 
wrap with a cup of Mule 
Town Coffee shipped in 
weekly from Columbia 
Tennessee are favorites. 
Also serves lunch that 
includes their famous 
Panini and soup of the 
day.

TURBO COFFEE
Where: 310 E. 

Tennessee St., Florence; 
256-483-1501; Facebook 
page

Hours: 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
Monday-Friday; 8 a.m. to 
5 p.m. Saturday

Coffee shop that 
also serves food and 
smoothies.

CREATIVE
FASHIONS & FURNITURE

Unique Furniture and Accessories for the Home

121 N. Montgomery Ave, Sheffield, AL • 256.386.7848
Jackie Wallace - decorator

10
98

94
-1



Serving the Shoals for 59 years!

COOLING & HEATING, INC
chcooling.com

Service • Maintain • Replace

256-248-4886
AL #06222

AL Certification #50045

Cooling and heating
 is our only business.

That's why we're the experts!

Serving the Shoals for 61 years!
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From Nashville take I-65 South to Saturn Parkway - Hwy 31 to Columbia - south on 43 to Lawrenceburg - 3 miles south to Leoma.

SINCE 1970 FREE DELIVERY! ONLY 3 MILES SOUTH OF LAWRENCEBURG ON HWY. 43
Hwy. 43 • Leoma , TN

Sto re Hour s : Mon . t h r u Sa t .
9 A .M . ‘t i l 6 P.M .
( 931 ) 852 -2111

To l l Fre e 1 - 800 -345 -2511Furniture & BeddingSince 1970

w w w . s t o r y a n d l e e . c o m

SOFAS • HOME OFFICE • ENTERTAINMENT • SECTIONALS • LEATHER
DINING ROOMS • BEDROOMS • RECLINERS • MATTRESSES • CLOCKS

OUTDOOR LIVING FURNITURE • OCCASIONAL TABLES • AND MUCH MORE!
JUST EXPANDED OUR TREMENDOUS SHOWROOM!
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