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GRAYSTONE ELEM
STUDENTS LEAVE THE
BOOKS BEHIND TO
ENJOY THE SCHOOL’S
SPORTS DAY – P15

2017 DAVE FADNESS
AWARD PRESENTED 
TO NEIGHBORHOOD
ASSN. PRESIDENT 
DAVE NOEL – P4

ALMADEN SOCCER
RESTORATION AND
CLUBHOUSE PROJECT
AT PIONEER HIGH
ANNOUNCED – P6

NCL CLASS OF 2017 ANNUAL EVENT

Celebrating a journey
of collaboration 
and dedication

By Erin Blodgett
Special to the Times

A6-year journey came to a close for National Charity
League - Almaden Blossom Valley Chapter’s Class
of 2017 recently at their Annual Mother and

Daughter Tea & Recognition event held at the Cinnabar
Hills Golf Club. 

The theme of this year’s evening event was “Bloom,
Soar, Shine!” and that is exactly what these young women
have done through NCL and will continue to do as they
head off to college this fall.  

This very special tradition caps off the NCL experience
for the 22 graduating seniors and their mothers. Complete
with a senior class receiving line, memory boards, college
decision table and tea cup ceremony, this celebration rec-
ognized the collaboration and dedication of the graduat-
ing class, as well as the incredible contributions of the
entire Almaden Blossom Valley chapter.

Membership in NCL gives mothers and daughters
unique opportunities to strengthen their bond while
growing together and improving their communities. It is
the only national organization committed to fostering the
mother-daughter relationship through philanthropy, lead-
ership development, and cultural experiences.

See NCL, page 8

Andrew Imobersteg
of Almaden obtains
Eagle Scout rank 

By Sean Eastwood
Staff writer

Andrew Imobersteg of Almaden Valley has
obtained his Eagle Scout rank with Troop 233
who meets weekly at the Willow Glen United

Methodist Church.  
In scouting since first grade at Los Alamitos,

See EAGLE SCOUT, page 10

MAKER FAIRE

Perfect pairing for
FIRST robotics

By Lorraine Gabbert
Senior Staff Writer

The 12th Annual Maker Faire Bay Area, held at
the San Mateo Event Center, provided an ideal
backdrop for local high schools to show off their

mechanical marvels: 120-pound robots in action.  
Wearing team t-shirts, sequined silver caps or yel-

low suspenders, local high school FIRST (For
Inspiration and Recognition of Science and
Technology) Robotics teams operated their robots,
maneuvering them to pick up and deliver gears, race

See MAKER FAIRE, page 16

BLOOM, SOAR, SHINE

The twenty-two young women who were celebrated represent eight different high schools and include (in alphabetical order): Melissa Ashley, Samantha Blodgett, Giuliana Calia, Natalie Culine, Rachel Davis, Mikaela Fenton, Avalon Gook, Meghan
Hall, Kendal Hayward, Andie Kais, Julie Lance, Molly Lyons, Summer McGrogan, Juliana Medan, Delaney Regan, Samantha Stebbins, Megan Tallman, Margaret Theaker, Alyssa Tom, Nicole Tom, Kaitlin Zarbis, and Madeleine Zetterquist.

Presentation High School’s Steamworks robotics team pauses to
pose at the Maker Faire.
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At a recent Erikson Neighborhood
Association ENA meeting, Citizens
for Fiscal Responsibility presented

the 2017 Dave Fadness Award to ENA
President Dave Noel, for his enduring dedi-
cation to community service and fiscal
responsibility, as modeled by our founder,
Dave Fadness.

As past-President of the VEP Neighbor-
hood Association, as well as founding and
current President of the ENA, Dave Noel has
organized and lead many neighborhood
beautification projects, and has advocated
tirelessly for the community, working with
various government agencies, businesses,
and citizen groups.

About the Dave Fadness Award
Dave Fadness was a model citizen whose

dedication to the San José community was
truly immeasurable. He was an extraordi-
nary example of the power of one – the dif-
ference that just
one person can
make in the life
and health of a
city. A tireless
volunteer, Dave
dedicated much
time and energy
to making his com-
munity cleaner
and more beauti-
ful, including organizing quarterly beautifi-
cation projects in Vista Park, the painting of
the Community Room, and the planting of
palm trees in the median along Chynoweth
Avenue, from Pearl Avenue to Martial Cottle
Park. 

Fiscal responsibility in government was a
passion of Dave’s, and he believed that gov-
ernment officials, both elected and non-
elected, must be responsible stewards of the
money that citizens entrust to them through
the taxes and fees we pay. In January 2011,
Dave co-founded Citizens for Fiscal
Responsibility, or “CFR”, whose mission it is
to hold local government officials account-
able and to keep our City on a fiscally pru-
dent path.  

In 2014, Dave had an accident that left
him paralyzed from the chest down. From
his hospital bed, he continued to attend
meetings via phone, and advise visitors on
their projects. In 2016, Dave passed away
and the CFR Board established an annual
Commendation in Dave’s name to recognize
others in the community who exemplify the
life of community service and fiscal respon-
sibility that he modeled.

For more information, contact Pat Waite at
pat@waite.net or 408-528-5337.
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Kudos for 
community 
reporting

Dear Editor,
Many thanks for your recent edition of the

Almaden Times, which was full of hopeful
and heartwarming stories. 

• Students awarded Almaden Valley
Women's Club scholarships, with little sto-
ries about each.

• San Jose Unified School District's efforts
to improve.

• "Art from the Heart" Show at Simonds
• Almaden Senior Association Award
• Youngsters performing at Carnegie Hall,

with quotes from each. Loved the photos of

these courageous and talented kids.
• Bellarmine alum in "Hamilton"
• Symphony Silicon Valley
• Winners of Disney Teen Animation

Festival
• Concert Pianist Nancy Zheng, Bret

Harte 7th grader
• Wheaton College student Jennifer

Zoland
• Complete schedule for "Wings of

Freedom Tour"
You help to make our valley a real neigh-

borhood in the best possible ways. You
spend many hours immersing yourselves in
our valley's activities and meetings, and I
truly appreciate that.  

Thank you for all of your good work, and
excellent reporting.

Bonnie Home
Almaden Valley

Mailbox

2017 Dave Fadness Award presented to Dave Noel

Dave Fadness was a
model citizen whose
dedication to the San
José community was
truly immeasurable. 

Dave Noel accepts the 2017 Dave Fadness Award from Pat Waite.
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AVAILA
BLE

1318 Hillcrest Drive
Entertainers Paradise in the Country Club. Situated
on the 2nd hole, this 5 bedroom 3 bathroom,
2,921 square foot home features a gourmet chefs
kitchen and a backyard complete with pool, in-
ground trampoline, & mini sport field. Over $150K
in improvements throughout home and yard. Top
Almaden Schools include: Simonds, Castillero and
Leland. Easy access to major commute routes, din-
ing, shopping and outdoor recreation.

Contact us today to get TOP DOLLAR for your Almaden home!

COMING SOON 1297 Salvatore Court
You will love this meticulously maintained Almaden
home. 6 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms with 2,642 square
feet of light and bright floor plan. 2 downstairs bed-
rooms With adjacent full bath, perfect for guest
suite. Fantastic backyard lends itself to parties and
outdoor entertaining with an inviting swimming
pool and elevated spa. Top Almaden Schools Los
Alamitos, Castillero & Pioneer High. Easy access to
major commute routes and recreation.

OPEN SUNDAY 1:30 TO 4:30
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Times Community News

By William Bellou
Publisher

Almaden Soccer (AVYSL & AFC)
has announced a fund raising
event for the Restoration and

Clubhouse Project at Pioneer High
School. 

The Almaden Soccer Golf Tournament
and Dinner Banquet will be held on
Monday, August 28.  

“As we celebrate our 50th year provid-
ing such soccer opportunities, we are
launching what we hope will be an annu-
al highlight for the whole Almaden
Community and beyond,” said Colin
McCarthy, Almaden Soccer President. “As
a community, when we come together in
the right spirit, anything is possible.”

The event highlights: 
• Hosted at the Luxurious Par 72

Almaden Country Club
• Shamble Golf Tournament (part shot-

gun, part stroke play)
• Banquet Dinner Post Golf tournament
• Entertainment, live auction, silent

auction and more
Ticketing Options:
• Twosome Golf (18 holes, plus unlim-

ited range & banquet dinner) $500
• Foursome Golf (18 holes, plus unlim-

ited range & banquet dinner) $1000
• Banquet only $80
Sponsorship Opportunities:
Tournament Platinum Sponsor-$7,500
• Two (2) Complimentary Foursomes

including golf, lunch and dinner
• Additional 8 dinner guests
• Placement on official sponsorship

banner including logo and name as
Platinum Sponsor

• Logo and name included in the offi-
cial name of the tournament

• Tee sign including logo at one of the
tournament’s golf holes

• Logo and name included on Thank
You signage located at the tournament

• Logo and name located in tourna-
ment program

• Listing on almadensoccer.org website
for one year as the Tournament Platinum
Sponsor   – view Online Presence
Glossary Below

• Name, logo, and business hyperlink
placement in 3 Almaden Soccer emails
which reach over 3000 Bay Area families

• Name, logo and business hyperlink
including 2 Almaden Soccer social media
posts, Facebook, Twitter & Instagram -
view Online Presence Glossary Below

Course Sponsor- $3,000
• Complimentary Foursome including

golf, lunch and dinner
• Additional 4 dinner guests
• Logo and name exclusively listed on

a 2’ X 3’ sign at Almaden Country Club
• Tee sign including logo at one of the

tournament’s golf holes
• Logo and name included on “Thank

You” signage located at the tournament
• Logo and name located in tourna-

ment program
• Listing on almadensoccer.org website

for one year as a Course Sponsor - view
Online Presence Glossary Below

• Name, logo, and business hyperlink
placement in one Almaden Soccer emails
which reach over 3000 Bay Area families

• Name, logo and business hyperlink
including 2 Almaden Soccer social media
posts, Facebook, Twitter & Instagram -
view Online Presence Glossary Below

Contact golf@almadensoccer.org for
general enquiries and to confirm place in
tournament.

Editor’s note: Almaden Soccer (AVYSL &
AFC) is a registered 501(c) Non-Profit
Organization. For more information, con-
tact:AlmadenSoccer@almadensoccer66

Almaden Soccer Restoration and
Clubhouse project announced

Shrek Jr., the
Musical – A hit at
Holy Spirit School

More than 40 students took
to the stage as part of Holy
Spirit School’s production of
Shrek, Jr. on May 15-16.

The aspiring singers and
dancers brought down the
house with their hilarious
antics and contagious energy.
Join us next year for another
fantastic performance!

Holy Spirit School is a Pre-
K to 8th grade school in
Almaden.

Fee waiver for 4th
of July block parties
announced

The city of San Jose has announced
that fees for 4th of July block parties are
being waived for the first 50 applicants.
The permit fee is normally $175.

A block party is a large public party in
which many members of a single neigh-
borhood congregate, either to observe an

event of some importance or simply for
mutual enjoyment.

If you are planning a Neighborhood
Block Party, you will coordinate the
event directly with the City of San Jose,
Secondary Permit Unit and must submit
a Block Party Application to the City of
San Jose, Permits Unit.

Applicants must apply by June 18 at
wsjpd.org/StreetClosureForm or call
408.277.4452. 

Sonoma Mulvihill as Fiona, Ryan DeMarco as Donkey and
Francesca Rossi as Shrek starred in the Holy Spirit School
production of Shrek Jr., the Musical
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Times Community News

NCL
Continued from page 1

This organization started in 1925 by a
small group of Southern California
women who made baby layettes for the
needy and delivered food to the hungry.
In 1947, the league of women and their
daughters, known as “Ticktockers”, unit-
ed to become the first national mother-
daughter charity organization. NCL can
now be found in 26 states across the
country, with 226 chapters nationwide
and over 63,000 members.

History of the Almaden Blossom Valley
chapter

The Almaden Blossom Valley chapter
was started in 1995 and has grown from
19 original members to its current 264
active members. The Ticktockers attend
both public and private schools, with
membership residing in up to 8 different
San Jose zip codes. The NCL Experience
proves to be quite a commitment, span-
ning over a 6-year period, starting the
summer before seventh grade and con-
cluding upon graduation of high school.  

Each year providing a unique focus, the
graduating seniors have participated in a
wide array of philanthropic experiences
ranging from the environment to families
in need to children and seniors to the
hungry and homeless. Volunteering at
such organizations as City Team, Second
Harvest Food Bank, Lincoln Glen Manor,
Family Supportive Housing, Home First
(EHC), Children’s Discovery Museum,
Sunday Friends, and Animal Assisted

Happiness, the mothers and daughters of
the Class of 2017 have given 3,674 hours
in service to our community during their
six years in NCL. As a result, their eyes
have been opened to socio-economic and
cultural differences within our communi-
ty and they have a greater appreciation for
the world around them. 

In addition, NCL provides opportuni-
ties for individual and team growth.
Public speaking, leadership development,
and decision making skills are fostered.
There is also a requirement for each mem-
ber to serve in a leadership role for at least
two of the six years and to learn how to
organize and run meetings. Topics such as
social etiquette, the arts, cliques, social
media safety, preparing for high school,
positive identity, self-defense, safe road
behavior, budgeting, managing timelines,
and preparing for college are included in
the programming.

As one of its most special traditions,
NCL encourages each chapter to host a
Senior Recognition event. On the evening
of March 18, at The Golf Club at Boulder
Ridge, family and friends joined together
for an elegant event to honor the talented
and dedicated young women of the
Almaden Blossom Valley Chapter’s Class
of 2017. The official program included a
formal welcome of each mother-daughter
duo followed by heartfelt presentations
from each Ticktocker. 

An impressive slideshow captured spe-
cial memories of their special journey and
a father-daughter dance kicked off an
evening of dancing. 

Each year providing a unique focus, the graduating NCL seniors have participated in a wide array of phil-
anthropic experiences ranging from the environment to families in need to children and seniors to the
hungry and homeless. 
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Eagle Scout
Continued from page 1
Andrew started with Pack 282
Cub Scouts and then bridged into
Boy Scout Troop 233.  

Andrew’s Eagle Project was
installing a sign at the Crossgates
Swim Club in Almaden.  He has
been on the gators swim team
since he was four years old.  

During the pool remodel a few
years ago, a back entrance was
installed and most people
approach the pool south bound
and pass the front entrance
before they realize they have
gone too far.  

There are 157 homes that own

the pool and it also serves as a
welcome to the Crossgates neigh-
borhood.  Many people come to
the pool for swim meets and par-
ties so it helps them identify the
facility.  Andrew designed the
sign and built it with his eagle
mentor, fellow scouts, friends
and family. He raised money for
the project from recycling and
from donations from family and
friends.  

Andrew has maintained a 4.0
for 4 years at Pioneer and will be
graduating with honors.  He
played four years of football, and
also played baseball and swam
for Pioneer. His will be studying
Biological Sciences at Cal Poly
SLO in the fall. 

Andrew Imobersteg’s Eagle Project was installing a sign at the Crossgates Swim
Club in Almaden, which he accomplished with some co-volunteers.
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SAN JOSE ALMADEN
1096 BLOSSOM HILL ROAD, SUITE 200   408.448.4488

PLEASANTON $2,399,000
6 BR 4 BA Kottinger Ranch Beauty custom built
home. Backyard is entertainers delight with pool,
built in BBQ, deck & grass area.
Bimla Sabhlok, 
CalBRE #00939221 
408.807.6492

ALMADEN VALLEY $2,199,000
5 BR 4.5 BA Open Floor Plan ~ Updated Kitchen &
Baths. 2/3 Acre Lot, 4 Car Garage.
Margaret Guerrettaz,
CalBRE #01380497 
408.621.1790

BLOSSOM VALLEY $899,900
4 BR 2 BA Remodeled Kitchen & Baths, New
Carpet & Paint, A/C, Pebble tech pool, Copper
Pipes, & Professionally Landscaped
Julie Tornincasa, 
CalBRE #01788808 
408-205-3152

SOQUEL $679,000
3 BR 2 BA Leave the Traffic and the Hustle and
Bustle of the City Behind and Find Peace and Serenity
at this Special Santa Cruz Mountain Property
Chris Lussier, 
CalBRE #01874241 
408.472.8754

BERRYESSA $517,000
2 BR 1.5 BA Updated townhouse located near the
east foothills. Very quiet and peaceful. Perfect for
first time buyers or investor. Low HOA's- $200
Kim Nicholson, 
CalBRE #01799950 
408-506-5447

BLOSSOM VALLEY $579,888
2 BR 2 BA Beautifully updated and move in ready!
Newer kitchen counter tops, cabinets, recessed
lighting and appliances.
Lisa Huse, 
CalBRE #01724409 
408-828-4020
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Silicon Valley Career Tech-
nical Education (SVCTE)
students won five gold

medals, four silver medals, and
five bronze medals during the
SkillsUSA California 50th
Annual State Leadership and
Skill Conference. SVCTE sent 49
students to the state competition
recently in San Diego, CA. 

SkillsUSA gold medalists are
eligible to participate in the 53rd
Annual National Leadership and
Skills Conference, June 19-23 in
Louisville, Kentucky.

“The SkillsUSA experience
overall changed my mind in win-
ning and losing. I didn’t feel that
confident in myself last school
year,” HVAC student Joel
Ledesma-Duran said. He won
gold medals at SkillsUSA region-

als and the state competition,
and prepares to face 54 fellow
competitors at nationals. “Since
starting HVAC this year, I’ve had
a 4.0 GPA and my family sup-
ports me to study and go at it
hard,” he added. His journey to
Louisville will be the furthest
he’s ever traveled. In the fall, Joel
plans to attend San Jose City
College to continue his HVAC
studies and transfer to a universi-
ty to become a mechanical engi-
neer.

Dental Assistant student
medalist Marshae Simpson said,
“it was my first time and I was
really nervous. Our competition
was two hours and included X-
rays, written terminology, and
charting restorations, bridges,
and composite fillings.” She
credits her dental internship for
preparing her for the competi-
tion. “It was an amazing experi-
ence to see all the students strive
to success,” Gina Fleming,
SVCTE Dental Assisting teacher,
said.

“It was great for us to bring
new competition entries includ-
ing fire science, first aid/CPR,
and nursing.” the SVCTE
Construction Technology teach-
er, Kurt Cheetsos, said. He added,
“all five SkillsUSA gold medal-
ists have their tickets booked to
go to Nationals.” 

The students that placed at the
SkillsUSA state competition
include:

Gold (eligible for Nationals)
• Benjamin Krakov: Construc-

tion Technology, Adult Student
• Sebastian Serna-Lopez: Auto

Body Refinishing, Boynton High
School (Campbell Union High
School District)

• Briana Ceballos: Dental
Assisting, Yerba Buena High
School (East Side Union High
School District)

• Norma DeLeon: Dental
Assisting, Adult Student

• Joel Ledesma-Duran: Heat-
ing, Ventilation & Air Condition-
ing, Del Mar High School
(Campbell Union High School
District)

Silver
• Esperanza Herrera-Rivera:

Dental Assisting, Branham High
School (Campbell Union High
School District)

• Dayana Ramirez: Dental
Assisting, Oak Grove High
School (East Side Union High
School District)

• Tanner Preble: Advanced
Truck Mechanics, Leland High
School (San Jose Unified School
District)

• Angel Cruz: Electrical
Maintenance/Tech, Gunderson
High School (San Jose Unified
School District) 

See SVCTE, page 20
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Call to schedule 
your tour!

1081 Foxworthy Avenue, 
San Jose, CA 95118
(408) 265-7380
M-F 6:30 am - 6:30 pm
www.Kindercare.com

Times Local News

SVCTE students win 14 medals
at SkillUSA State Competition 
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Times Local News

Silver Creek Academy
Celebrates A Decade

Of Success
Silver Creek Academy has reached another milestone having served the

academic needs of students in the South Bay for 10 years.
Located in the Canyon Creek Plaza, Silver Creek Academy first opened

in June of 2007. “I feel immense gratitude for the opportunity to do what
I love every day in a community that supports my mission. I know that
most small businesses don’t make it ten years and I attribute our success
to a supportive complex that provided me an opportunity, a first-rate staff
of passionate educators, and a great deal of hard work,” says business
owner Shelley Swircek (pictured).

As an enrichment and tutoring academy, SCA offers a wide variety of
small-group
courses that focus
on the individual
needs of each stu-
dent. Courses
offered by the
academy, designed
for grades kinder-
garten through
high school,
cover writing and
grammar, reading
comprehension,
mathematical
problem solving,
public speaking
and debate, and
HSPT & SAT test
preparation. The
Academy is also
gearing up for
their highly pop-
ular summer aca-
demic camps.

Recently
named Bay Area’s
#1 Learning
Center by Bay
Area Parent
Magazine for the
seventh year, the
academy contin-
ues to grow and
change to accom-
modate the demand for their academic programs and to meet the ever-
changing educational needs of their students.

“I am very proud to be a member of the community here in
Evergreen. We are honored to have served this community for the last
10 years, and we are very excited to embark on the next decade of edu-
cating future SCA students,” said Swircek. 

For more information about Silver Creek Academy contact 408-839-5905 or
visit: www.SCAAsanjose.com.

Sports Day at Graystone Elementary
Kids from K-3rd grade at Graystone Elementary took a break from the classroom recent-

ly to enjoy the schools "Sports Day." 
For more than a decade, the event has been a success with the help of the 4th and 5th

graders and parent volunteers. The events included jump rope, hula hoop and tug of war. 
This year Gigante from the San Jose Giants joined Gus the Graystone in the festivities. 



Maker Faire
Continued from page 1
across the floor and climb ropes.
Built in six weeks with a steampunk
theme, the robots displayed stu-
dents’ ingenuity, creativity and col-
laboration. Elementary and middle
schools also showed off their FIRST
Robotics creations. Audiences
cheered as robots competed to com-
plete complex tasks.

From a moving metal dragon to
costumes and props, a Sextant
Tessla Coil and the Traveling
Spectacular, Maker Faire features
innovation and experimentation
across the spectrum of science,
engineering, art, performance and
craft. Its extraordinary exhibits and
guest speakers attract tech enthusi-
asts, crafters, tinkerers, hobbyists,
engineers, science clubs, authors,
artists and commercial exhibitors. 

“Maker Faire is a really awesome
place,” says Trinity Bento, Treasurer
of Leland High School’s Quixilver
robotics team. “It’s the greatest
show and tell; if you build some-
thing you can bring it. Everyone has
really awesome things and it’s real-
ly cool to be able to say, ‘We have a
really awesome thing as well! Come
look at it.’”

Offering a progression of four K to
12 after school programs, FIRST
was founded by inventor Dean
Kamen to inspire young people’s
interest and participation in sci-
ence, technology, engineering and
math (STEM). FIRST encourages
students to pursue education and
careers in STEM-related fields and
become leaders and innovators. In
addition to learning to build robots,
students learn life skills and team-
work. 

“Beyond tapping into my son’s
imagination,” says Lorraine Ferland,
“FIRST LEGO League Jr. helped him
learn how to take an idea, think it
through and then share it with oth-
ers.” 

Samantha Yang, a member of
Presentation High School’s
Steamworks robotics team, says

that she feels extremely motivated
to attend school knowing she can
use the skills she’s learned in math
and science to help her team. “It’s
really useful when you’re building
your robot to have these skills,” she
says, “and how incredibly impor-
tant it is to learn a lot in school and
do your best for when you enter the
workforce.” One day, while design-
ing a part for their robot which had
to move a certain direction in order
to get the maximum force, Yang
realized that it resembled a physics
problem. “With a little help from
calculus, I was able to come up with
a solution,” she says.

Yang encourages girls to try robot-
ics. “FIRST has really opened my
eyes to trying new things,” she says.
“Initially, I was scared to explore
new ideas, but in STEM you can do
things you didn’t think you could,
no matter what someone tells you.
Robotics definitely helped my self-
confidence as well as my abilities

and skills.” Although Yang faced
increased responsibility this year
being on Steamworks’ Leadership
Team, she says that having the sup-
port of her teammates made all the
difference. “It helped me feel a lot
more confident,” she says, “in
myself and in my team.”

Space Cookies robotics team is
made up of Girl Scouts from 31 Bay
Area high schools. For Ankita (last
name withheld by request), who
has been interested in robotics
since she was young and always
wanted to work on an all-girls team,
Space Cookies offered the perfect
opportunity. “It’s the best thing
about high school,” she says. “The
seniors pass on their knowledge
and it’s really an enriching experi-
ence to be able to learn from people
your age with the same interests.” 

Avery (last name withheld by
request) likes the teamwork and
comradery of Space Cookies.
“Everyone has to cooperate while

learning skills,” she says. “Working
with a team really is enjoyable.”

Quixilver mentor Helen L.
Arrington enjoys seeing students
figure things out and learn on their
own. “Students engaging in 21st
Century skills are an integral part of
the Leland robotics program,” she
says. “This is lived through their
experiences collaboratively to plan,
design, communicate, build a com-
petitive robot and outreach to the
local, national and global communi-
ty.”

In FIRST Tech Challenge (Grades
7-12), teams design, build and pro-
gram robots, develop strategy and
engage in head-to-head competi-
tion. In FIRST Robotics
Competition (Grades 9-12), teams
also compete, combining the excite-
ment of sport with the rigors of sci-
ence and technology.

In January of every year, FIRST
reveals a new competition theme.
This year featured steampunk.
Robots adorned with flashing lights
had to deliver “fuel” by firing balls
into targets, deliver gears to make
rotors turn and finally climb a rope
into a flying steamship to sail off
into the sky. Last year’s medieval
theme involved storming castles by
ascending ramps, firing boulders to
take down towers and scaling castle
walls. Other themes include recy-
cling and athletics such as frisbee,
basketball and soccer. 

Quixilver mentor Henrique
Chan, who has been involved in
robotics since third grade, loves the
excitement that surrounds the com-
petitions and the build season. “It’s
that rush you get,” he says. Leland
High School’s Quixilver robotics
team won the FIRST Robotics
Competition 2017 Silicon Valley
Regional. 

“As a student, it was a lot of fun
and about the friends you made,”
says Chan. “As a mentor, it’s great to
see the students succeed and have
the same fun I had. Besides techni-
cal aspects, it teaches project man-

agement and working with others
within the team, alliance partners
and other teams.” Chan also appre-
ciates that robotics teaches students
life skills which translate beyond
high school and college into profes-
sional careers. “You get out of robot-
ics what you put into it,” he says. 

“I feel very inspired whenever I
go to a competition,” says Yang,
“and I’m representing my school as
a team because we are an all-girls
team and there aren’t many all-girls
teams out there. As Presentation is
an all-girls school, I’m representing
girls exploring STEM.”

Bento says she has been really
big into science since she was a lit-
tle girl. While she was taking a
robotics class in eighth grade, her
teacher told the class about FIRST
Robotics and shared a video with
them of the robots made by high
school students. “So, I knew exact-
ly what I wanted to do when I got
to high school,” she says. “When
Club Day came around, I searched
for the robotics booth and got my
name on the roster.” 

From design to build, Bento says
she’s learned a great deal from
being part of the robotics program.
“When it comes to mechanical,
I’ve learned how to build transmis-
sions, use files, circular saws, and
so much more,” she says. “When it
comes to robotics as a whole, I’ve
learned it takes a lot for everything
to come together. There’s PR, pro-
gramming, mechanical and electri-
cal and fundraising and everyone
has to work together. I’ve always
loved robotics and feel really
happy doing it.”

Bento recommends joining the
robotics program to one and all.
“You can do anything you like,” she
says. “One girl is an incredible artist
and she’s on our design team and
has a really fun time.” 

Tom Hashimoto, mentor to Santa
Teresa High School’s Dark Matter
robotics team agrees. “Students get
to see how STEM is involved in the
real world,” he says. “They see how
to get from point A to point B and
learn how to work with everyone
else.” He also appreciates what
STEM does for girls. “I saw a girl’s
face light up because she was using
power tools,” he says, “and the boys
took notice.”

Chan views Maker Faire as the
perfect showcase for FIRST
Robotics. “It’s a great community,”
he says. “You get a lot of hobbyists
and professionals that you can net-
work with. There are many applica-
tions that apply to FIRST. It’s inter-
esting when people come by and
say, ‘That’s cool. Have you tried
this?’” Chan also enjoys the com-
munity outreach aspect of FIRST.
“It’s good to get out into the com-
munity and promote FIRST in the
Bay Area,” he says.

“The Maker Faire is a cool place
where people can be exposed to dif-
ferent areas of science, get interest-
ed and get involved,” says Avery.

“The Maker Faire is amazing,”
says Yang. “People are eager to see
what’s at the Faire. Everyone’s inter-
ested in everyone else’s creations
and excited about FIRST Robotics
and STEM.”
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Clockwise from top: The Girl Scout
Space Cookies team driving their robot;
Michael Gabbert driving Santa Teresa
High School’s Dark Matter robotics
team’s robot; Leland’s Quixilver
Robotics team.



By Dave Cortese
Special to the Times

June is the month when sum-
mer officially begins, when
school takes a break and fami-

lies plan vacations. But here at the
County Government Center, it is
also the month when the Board of
Supervisors amends and approves
the $6.5 billion budget that will
keep our services and programs
operating for the next fiscal year,
which beings on July 1. 

A budget is more than numbers,

although there are a lot of them in
the 715-page document that our
Budget and Finance Department
prepares each year.  A budget is a
blueprint for how your tax dollars
are being spent, an economic fore-
cast for the coming year and an
accounting of how we are serving
our diverse 1.8 million residents
who call Santa Clara County
home.

I’d like to invite you to be part of
the annual process, not just to
become more familiar with what
county government does but also
to let us know if you think we’re
spending the money wisely and
efficiently on the services we pro-
vide through the Santa Clara
Valley Medical Center, the County
Jails and Courts, the Sheriff and
Fire Departments, County Parks,
the Social Services Agency and
more. 

The Budget Hearings are sched-

uled for June 12-14, and the Board
will vote on the budget on June 16.
You can attend the
meetings, which will
begin at 1:30 p.m. in
the Board Chambers at
the County
Government Center,
70 West Hedding
Street, San Jose. You
can also view the hear-
ings on the Internet,
live or after the meet-
ings. The Budget
Workshops that we
held on May 15-17
also can be watched
through your comput-
er. Visit ccgov.org and
click on Board
Agendas and Webcasts at the bot-
tom of the screen under Your
County Government.  

To view the Budget, visit scc-
gov.org and click on Fiscal Year

2017-2018 Budget Information
under Hot Topics.  County

Executive Jeff Smith’s
message on pages 1-8
is a good place to
start. He gives an
assessment of where
we are and spells out
the County’s priori-
ties. There also is a
Budget Users Guide
toward the end of the
document and a table
of contents on the left
side. 

For the fourth year
in a row, we won’t
have to trim our
budget, thanks to a
strong local economy

and action we took four years ago
to cut our costs and increase our
cash flow. Over a decade ago, we
had to make $1.8 billion in cuts.
So, the County is still rebuilding

its workforce of about 20,000. 
We also built this budget under

a cloud of uncertainty about fund-
ing we receive from the federal
government, which totals about
$1.7 billion. A recent court ruling
stopped the Trump
Administration from acting on an
Executive Order to withhold fund-
ing from the County and other
places across the country over
immigration issues. That was good
news, for now. But the President’s
proposed “skinny budget”
includes severe cuts for next year
to federal funding to states, includ-
ing housing programs. The County
may have to revisit its spending
plan if Congress approves some of
the proposed cuts. 

If you have questions about the
budget, please feel free to call my
office at 408-299-5030 or email me
at dave.cortese@bos.sccgov.org. 
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It’s county budget time: here’s how you can get involved

9.6% WATER 
RATE INCREASE
Water district
approves $501M
budget with flood
improvement plan
for Coyote Creek  

The Santa Clara Valley
Water District Board of
Directors unanimously

approved its $501.2 million
budget for Fiscal Year 2017-
2018.

The approved budget includes
a 5-year Capital Improvement
Plan that includes immediate
emergency action plans and
flood protection that are to be
provided for Coyote Creek.

To help pay for the water sup-
ply projects included in the CIP
(Capital Improvement Plan),
they also approved water rate
increases of 9.6 percent for most
of the county and 6.4 percent for
the portion of the county south
of San Jose.

“The water district faces a
number of challenges and
uncertainties, including main-
taining and updating aging
infrastructure, ensuring we
receive the federal and state
funding that we are anticipating,
obtaining regulatory permits in a
timely fashion, and continuing
our good work while expecting
much of our workforce to
retire,” said Board Chair John
Varela. “This budget is in line
with the board’s priorities and
tackles these issues. This gives
me confidence that we can make
good headway in these areas.”

In addition to the budget, the
board adopted the FY 2018-2022
CIP. This document is a rolling
plan that describes capital
investments planned for the
next five fiscal years. The first
year of the FY 2018-2022 CIP
informs the FY 2018 capital
budget and allows the water dis-
trict to plan expenditures for the
upcoming years.

County
Report

By Dave Cortese
Supervisor



SERVING ALMADEN VALLEY SINCE 1986 � ONLINE: ALMADENTIMES.COMPAGE 18 � ALMADEN TIMES � JUNE 2 – JUNE 15, 2017

Times Local News

By Mayor Sam Liccardo
Special to the Times

In my State of the City address this past
February, I spoke of our recent
progress in bridging political divides

to resolve pension reform battles, pass a
countywide traffic relief and road repair
measure, and raise the min-
imum wage regionally. 

I laid out ambitious plans
to rebuild police staffing,
eliminate financial barriers
for struggling college stu-
dents, and implement a
Community Choice Energy
program to help shift our
electricity consumption to
100 percent green sources. 

And, then, I talked about
garbage. 

Yes, garbage. Perhaps not
the most inspiring stuff, but
we've all felt dispirited by
seeing the trash and graffiti
of our freeways, neighborhoods, and
parks. The impacts are real:
Criminologists tell us that "broken win-
dows" in neighborhoods provide signals
of disorder that invite crime. Aesthetic
neglect discourages visitors from invest-
ing in our city, and discourages us from
investing ourselves in our hometown - as
if San Jose doesn't belong to us. 

So, on that day, we officially launched
#BeautifySJ: a community-wide cam-
paign that brings together the passion and
energy of our residents, community
groups and City Hall to keep San José
clean and reclaim our public spaces. 

The timing could not have been more
fortuitous. 

Less than two weeks later, San Jose
experienced its worst flooding in a gener-
ation, leaving us with the critical tasks of
not only fixing the failures in our flood
warning and notification system, but
cleaning up devastated neighborhoods.
So, Paul Pereira and our #BeautifySJ
team worked with more than 200 city
staff and a host of community partners to
recruit more than 4,000 volunteers, who
helped clean hundreds of homes in five
neighborhoods. By hauling more than
2,000 tons of debris and ruined materials
over several weekends, our volunteers
"cleared" our flood-impacted neighbor-
hoods much faster than the statewide dis-
aster relief experts thought possible. I am
deeply grateful to all who selflessly con-
tributed their time, energy and tools to
help our neighbors get back on their feet.

Over the following few months, we har-
nessed that same energy to host dozens of
neighborhoods clean-ups leading up to
last month's Great American Litter Pick-
Up, mobilizing 3,000 volunteers who
hauled 1,700 bags of trash - a 60 percent
increase over the prior year. 

Now, we're moving forward with sever-
al proposals that will enable us to have an
even bigger impact in beautifying our
city.

First, we'll ensure that the City is doing
its part. In the months ahead, the City
will expand our free junk pickup service,
deploy hundreds more public trash cans
in the community, and boost enforcement
of illegal dumping. Through an expan-
sion of our "rapid response" team, we'll

reduce our average response to illegal
dumping sites to 48 hours and double the
number of proactive sweeps we conduct
each week. In addition, we'll soon launch
an upgraded smartphone app that will
both make it easier for San José residents
to report neighborhood blight and expe-

dite the City's response. 
We'll also expand the

availability of beautification
grants to spur community-
borne efforts to rehabilitate
our parks, transform vacant
lots to urban gardens, cover
graffiti-tagged walls with
murals, or plant street trees.
A modest investment of
$5,000 or less can have out-
sized impact, where neigh-
bors leverage their own
"elbow grease" with the help
of community partners like
Our City Forest and the
Knight Foundation.

Meanwhile, we will continue pushing
CalTrans to clean our freeways. We've
seen some progress since we enlisted the
San Jose Conservation Corps to help, and
pushed CalTrans to renew expired con-
tracts for graffiti abatement. We won't
take our foot off the pedal until we see
our freeways back to a respectable condi-
tion.

To have real impact, we need your
help. Please go to BeautifySJ.org to join
the thousands of your neighbors who
have already signed up as a #BeautifySJ
volunteer, and to learn how to report
blight - such as code violations, aban-
doned vehicles, or dumped trash - in your
neighborhood. 

This initiative promises more than its
considerable aesthetic impact, however.
#BeautifySJ is really about unleashing
our collective energies to take back our
city. By engaging with us to beautify San
Jose, you'll also engage with each other.
Volunteer efforts plant the seeds of com-
munity-building, enabling neighbors to
meet, build relationships, and collaborate
on greater ambitions, to improve safety
and vibrancy of our neighborhoods. 

In this divisive and contentious period
of our national politics, we can demon-
strate the possibilities of collaboration -
to beautify our city, protect our neighbor-
hoods, and renew bonds of community. 

Join me, and your neighbors, in making
San Jose a model for the rest of our
nation.

Beautification on the mind of many

From the
Mayor

Sam Liccardo

We pushed CalTrans 
to renew expired 
contracts for graffiti
abatement. We won't
take our foot off the
pedal until we see our
freeways back to a
respectable condition.



Revocable 
living trusts:
should I 
have one?

By Stevem R. Roeser, Esq.
Special to the Times

This Week’s Question:
“I want to make sure I provide

for my family when I am gone …
do I need to create a family trust,
as my friends tell me?” 

Bill J.
Almaden Valley

Dear Bill:
We all want to cover the bases when it

comes to taking care of our families. If you do
not have any document to govern your affairs
after you die, such as a valid will or a trust,
you will die “intestate,” and your estate will
be administered under California’s intestate
succession law. This is in all likelihood not
what you have in mind for your estate admin-
istration! Please refer to my previous
Almaden Valley Times article on the probate
process in California.   

To answer your question, in this writer’s
opinion, you should at the very least have a
will. But most families do opt for a trust as a
part of their estate plan for better control of
administration, for starters. A will must go
through the probate court process, whereas
a trust can be administered outside of court,
without probate court fees and costs, or the
eyes of a demanding judge, and slow court
timelines. Assets held in trust can be put
under the watch of a trusted “trustee”
instead of in the hands of a young benefici-
ary, until a certain age is reached, as another
example of a potential benefit of a trust. A
trust can delay payment of estate taxes that
would otherwise be due in estates with over
11 million in play (surprisingly all too com-
mon now in Silicon Valley!).  

To help our readers better understand
what a trust is, following is an overview of
the typical revocable trust estate plan struc-

ture that most families use
in American estate plan-
ning. 

A trust is a written agree-
ment that creates a “trust”
which holds assets for the
benefit of “beneficiaries” and
governs administration and
ultimate distribution of
assets held in the trust.  The
trustor creates the trust, and
the named or appointed
trustee has a fiduciary duty
to hold the trust assets for the
benefit of the beneficiaries.
In a typical revocable trust,
the husband and wife jointly
create a revocable living
trust, and each are trustors

and co-trustees, and beneficiaries. Either can
revoke the trust in whole or part, at will. Upon
the death of the first spouse, the trust remains
in effect and half of the assets, representing
the community property portion belonging to
the deceased spouse, becomes irrevocable. Its
income is paid to the surviving spouse and
upon the death of the surviving spouse, the
trust corpus usually goes to the children of the
trustors. While the surviving spouse is alive,
he or she has the right to invade even the prin-
cipal of the deceased spouse’s half of the trust,
based on need. The surviving spouse’s half
remains revocable until his or her death, and
the surviving spouse may do as he or she
pleases with such portion of the trust assets.

Upon the death of the surviving spouse, his
or her half transfers into the trust of the first to
die, and all trust assets are distributed to the
children (or potentially grandchildren).

As some assets of a decedent may inadver-
tently not be placed in the trust, a pour over
will is created for each trustor, which pours
any assets not initially placed into the trust,
into the trust, so that all assets of the dece-
dents are administered under the trust (and
not in probate court!).  

The key advantages of creating an estate
plan that include a revocable living trust are:
keeping the administration out of court (and
hence having better and more efficient control
of administration), avoiding probate court fees
and costs, maintaining privacy in avoiding
court pleadings of record that others can
view regarding assets, distributions, etc., 

See LAWYER, page 20
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By Mike Wasserman
Special to the Times

Almaden Valley residents are
well-situated to enjoy some
of the best of Santa Clara

County’s 28 parks. 
Calero, Almaden Quicksilver,

Santa Teresa and Martial Cottle

parks are all just a few minutes
away. 

Santa Clara County has world
class parks that are used by people
near and far. County Parks are a key
contributor to the overall health
and sustainability of Santa Clara
County by providing breathtaking

views, quiet, contem-
plative trails, and
diverse recreation ac-
tivities. For 60 years
Santa Clara County
residents have de-
monstrated their com-
mitment to preserv-
ing the best places in
our region for the
enjoyment and inspi-
ration for current and
future generations. 

In order to preserve
and improve our
County Parks, the
Santa Clara County
Parks Department is
undertaking a comprehensive
update to the County Parks
Strategic Plan. The 2017 update
will chart the course for the Parks
Department’s next 20 years and in
order to be successful, we need

your input. Hearing
from residents on
what they want to see
County Parks look
like will help to shape
future plans.

The input of the
people who live,
work, and/or play in
Santa Clara County is
critical to the Stra-
tegic Plan Update.
Opportunities to pro-
vide your input dur-
ing the planning
process will be posted
on ourfutureparks.org
where you can sub-

mit comments and complete a
short interactive activity. Please
consider attending any of the many
upcoming events and meetings. 

At the meetings, the Strategic
Plan will be presented and dis-
cussed. Meetings will include
Parks & Recreation Commission
(PRC), Housing, Land Use,
Environment and Transportation
Committee (HLUET), and Board
of Supervisors meetings.  All
meetings will be posted on the
website calendar.

As always, you can reach my
office at (408) 299-5010 with your
questions, comments and con-
cerns.
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Expires 6/30/17
Healing Touch Chiropractic Clinic

2724 Aborn Road, San Jose, CA 95121
* Introductory Price Available for First Time Clients *

Ask About Our Discount Massage Package!

Please call
(408) 393-1099
to schedule an
appointment

Expires 6/30/17

Professional Staff
Rosario Espinoza, CMT
Leticia Espinoza, CMT

Swedish Massage
Deep Tissue Massage

Massage Therapy

Voted
Best 

Massage

Spring Special

$35 special
1 hour with 

this ad
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SVCTE
Continued from page 14
Bronze
• Holly Tran: Dental Assisting,

Independence High School (East
Side Union High School District)

• Marshae Simpson: Dental
Assisting, Adult Student
(CalWORKS)

• Nathanael Nakash: Truck
Mechanics, Del Mar High School
(Campbell Union High School
District)

• Cesar Garcia: Electrical
Maintenance/Tech, Milpitas High
School (Milpitas Unified School
District)

• Desirae Miller: Medical
Assisting, Adult Student (Job
Corps)

SkillsUSA will host its 53rd
annual National Leadership and
Skills Conference, the world’s
largest showcase of skilled trades,
on June 19-23 in Louisville,

Kentucky. Quality career and tech-
nical education will be the center-
piece of the conference. More than
15,000 students, teachers, educa-
tion leaders, and representatives
from 600 national corporations,
trade associations, businesses and
labor unions will participate in the
event. The highlight event will be
the annual SkillsUSA
Championships June 21 and 22
with 100 hands-on skill and lead-
ership competitions.

About Metropolitan Education
District: MetroED provides Career
Technical Education and academ-
ic programs to over 2,600 high
school and adult students in Santa
Clara County. From its campus
located centrally in San Jose,
California, the district operates
Silicon Valley Career Technical
Education and Silicon Valley
Adult Education. 

Register for a free campus tour or
get more information at:
metroed.net.

Lawyer
Continued from page 19
maintaining flexibility and
protection of assets with
respect to distribution and use
of trust assets (for young or
troubled beneficiaries, where a
remarrying spouse is involved,
etc.). Other benefits may apply
to your family’s situation.

The bottom line is an estate
plan is a key aspect of provid-
ing for your family in the
future, as every day is a bless-
ing!

If you find yourself needing
advice as to creating or dis-
cussing a living trust, or any
estate planning matter, please
feel free to contact me. 

Until next time …
Kindest Regards,
Steven R. Roeser, Esq.
You can reach Mr. Roeser with

your questions by email at
steve@roeserlaw.net, with “Alm-
aden Times” in the subject line,
or by telephone at (650) 300-
5778. Your real name will not be
used. No attorney-client rela-
tionship is created by these arti-
cles, and any information in this
article does not constitute legal
advice and is not to be relied
upon. For more information on
our practice, please visit
www.almadenvalleylawyers.com.

County
Report
Mike Wasserman,

County Supervisor

County Parks need your input for strategic planning

County Parks contribute 
to the overall health and
sustainability of Santa
Clara County by providing
breathtaking views, quiet,
contemplative trails, and
diverse recreation.
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CAMPBELL UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH
1675 Winchester Boulevard
(near Hamilton), Campbell,
95008. Church Office: 378-
3472. www.campbell-
umc.org. E-mail us at: camp-
bell_umc@earthlink.net. SUN-
DAY WORSHIP: 9:00 and
10:30 a.m. Handicapped,
hearing-impaired friendly facil-
ity. (Nursery Care available).
SUNDAY SCHOOL for every
age at 9:00 a.m. WHAT YOU
WILL FIND:  Youth/Young
Adult programs, Choirs for all
ages, Active Senior
Fellowship, a dynamic and
diverse congregation of seek-
ers motivated to explore the
questions of faith and life;
opportunities for fellowship,
study, spiritual growth and
outreach. Campbell UMC is a
Reconciling Congregation ~
ALL ARE WELCOME!
Campbell UMC sponsors
Bright Days preschool, offer-
ing a play-based, develop-
mentally appropriate curricu-
lum. Call 378-8422 for infor-
mation. 

CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
OF ALMADEN VALLEY, UCC
6581 Camden Ave., San Jose,
CA 95120. Pastor, Rev. Dr.
Michele Rogers Brigham. 408
268-0243
www.AlmadenCongregational.
org
We are a welcoming Church
engaged in progressive
approach to faith, worship and
giving to our local community.
We are proud to be UCC,
Open and affirming (O&A) and
welcome members of the
LGBT community. We support
local Innvision Shelter
Feedings once a month, San
Francisco Night Ministry,
Second Harvest Food Bank,
Church World Service, and
Communities Responding to
End Poverty.  
Worship 9:00AM, Sunday
School 10:00 AM Sundays. 
1st Sundays in Worship: Holy
Communion
2nd Sunday in Worship: Folk
Choir
3rd Sundays at Coffee Hour:
Round Table Disc.
4th Sundays in Worship:
Blessing of
Birthdays/Anniversaries/other
"joy" Occasions
Tuesday, AA Meetings, 8:15-
9:15 PM.
Wednesdays, 9:30 AM.,
Women's Study Group 

CHURCH OF CHRIST
5351 Carter Ave., San Jose
95118
408.265.5837
www.bibleroad.org

We strive to be a group of
Christians that love and honor
God and Jesus Christ in our
daily lives. We assemble each
Sunday to encourage each
other through singing, study-
ing, praying and sharing in the
Lord’s supper. Simple—just
like what one reads about in
the New Testament.
Bible class at 9:30 AM
Worship at 10:30 AM
Located in south San Jose
near Kooser Rd. and Camden
Ave. (behind the Almaden
Valley Athletic Club).Come
make new Christian friends!

EAST VALLEY CHURCH
We are a Multicultural
Christian Community commit-
ted to making Christ known to
our Neighbors, Community
and World. 
Sunday Schedule: Coffee and
Conversation 9:15am Worship
9:45am, Sunday School for all
ages 11:15am
Childcare is provided for all
our Sunday Services.  Our
NEW Children’s Building is
Open!
Uplifting music, Biblical teach-
ing, ministries for Children,
Youth, College & Career, Small
Groups for all adults,
Ministries to Men, Women,
Seniors, Celebrate Recovery
(Please see website for details
and meeting times  www.east-
valleychurch.com )
VBS:  June 13th  – 17th
(5:45-8:30pm) & Sports
Camp:  July 18th  – 22nd
(9am -12:30pm)   For more
details or to register please
visit our website
Senior Pastor – Pastor Ron
Johnson, Community-Life
Pastor - Pastor Patrick Boyd,
Children’s Ministry Co-
Directors – Alyssa Friend and
Kristen Pearson
We are located at 2827 Flint
Ave (Between Tully &
Norwood) San Jose, CA
95148, Phone 408-238-0231,
e-mail info@eastvalley-
church.com
We are associated with
Converge Worldwide
www.convergeworldwide.org

THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH IN
ALMADEN 
6581 Camden Ave. San Jose,
CA 95120.  The Rev. Shelley
Booth Denney, Rector
Phone:408-268-0243
Web:www.eca-sj.org 
At the Episcopal Church in
Almaden (ECA), we are joyful
followers of Jesus Christ.
Through worship, study, fel-
lowship and outreach, we
strive to nurture and grow a
strong faith community of
believers, a family of all ages,

where each member feels
welcomed, loved, valued and
empowered to serve. Children
are especially welcomed and
cherished as an important
part of God's family. All junior
high and senior high students
are welcome to participate in
our Youth Groups. During the
school year we have joint
Sunday School with our sister
church, the Congregational
Church of Almaden Valley,
UCC. The Episcopal Church in
Almaden offers the following
regular opportunities for wor-
ship: Sunday at 7:30AM and
10:45AM, Holy Communion
service. Each Sunday service
is followed by a coffee hour
for friendship and conversa-
tion.

EVERGREEN VALLEY CHURCH
Visit our Web Site at
wwww.evcsj.com
2750 Yerba Buena Rd. San
Jose, CA 95121. Phone: 408-
274-7422. Saturday worship is
at 5 pm. Sunday worship serv-
ices at 9 am and 11 am..
Excellent contemporary
Christian music and Bible-based
teaching. Nursery care and
Children’s Sunday School pro-
grams at 9 am and 11 am.
Junior High students meet at
9am and High School students
meet at 11am. Nuevo
Comienzo: Servicio en espanol,
Domingo 4pm.

FIRST CHURCH DOWNTOWN
Worshipping at 55 N. 7th
Street, in downtown San Jose.
(Horace Mann school)
firstchurchdowntown.com
Telephone: (408) 294-7254
x310. We are a community
serving the Christ from the
heart of the City, working to
know Jesus and make Jesus
known by serving, worship-
ping, and learning together.
Worship services are at 10:00
AM at the Horace Mann
Community Center (7th and
Santa Clara Streets). Worship
includes both contemporary
and traditional music, a mes-
sage that is relevant to real
life, based in the Bible, and
meaningful to people of all
ages and backgrounds.  We
work in our community to pro-
vide real assistance and long-
term, life-saving solutions:
food, housing, counseling,
and spiritual direction.  Our
children's & families' min-
istries include Sunday class-
es, outdoor family activities
such as bike rides and fishing
trips.  Come, Make a
Difference and feel the differ-
ence God can make in your
life!

GRACE CHURCH OF EVER-
GREEN
www.GraceChurchSJ.Net
See you on Facebook
2650 ABORN ROAD at
Kettmann, across from
Evergreen Public Library.
Serving Evergreen for over
50 Years. John S Goldstein,
Pastor
Christian Worship every
Sunday at 
11.00 am
Together let us build lives
toward excellence!
Music Institute
(408)791 7772
After School lessons on
Piano, Violin, 
Viola, Flute
PreSchool
Age 2-6 years 
caring for your 
child with God’s love and
affection
(408) 791 7772
Immigration Services
Call for Appointment
(510)584 1824

HOLY SPIRIT CATHOLIC
CHURCH
Faith.Knowledge.Community -
this is our promise to our
members. If you are looking
for an active Christian faith
community, we invite you to
experience Holy Spirit Parish
Community. All are welcome!
We are located at 1200
Redmond Avenue, San Jose,
CA 95120. Mass is celebrated
at 8:30 a.m. Monday - Friday.
Our weekend Mass schedule
is Saturday 5 p.m., Sunday 8
a.m., 9:30 a.m., 11:30 a.m.
and 6 p.m. Rite of
Reconciliation is every
Saturday at 4 p.m. or by
appointment. Our Parish Office
is open Monday - Thursday
8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. and
Friday 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Call 408-997-5100 for record-
ed information or 408-997-
5101 to speak with someone
in our parish office.
Information on Faith Formation
for children and adults can be
obtained by calling our
Catechetical Office at 408-
997-5115. Get in the loop
with our 3sixty High School
Youth Ministry by calling 408-
997-5106. Holy Spirit School
serves grades Pre-K through
8th, and is located at 1198
Redmond Avenue. You can
reach the school office at
408-268-0794.

THE POINT CHURCH
www.ThePoint.Church
3695 Rose Terrasse Circle.
San Jose CA 95148. Located
at the top of Aborn Rd and
Murillo Ave.
Come be inspired and build

your faith as we worship
together this Sunday @ 10:30
AM. KidsPoint is our children's
ministry, serving infants
through 5th grade. It is a fun
and safe experience for kids
as they grow in their walk with
God. ONE is our student min-
istry, serving 6th through 12th
grades. We help lead students
into a growing relationship
with Jesus through conversa-
tions, fun and service.
Because of the diversity of
Evergreen we offer church
services in 5 languages, each
with their own auditorium and
pastor.
10:30 AM English, Mandarin,
Cantonese and Cambodian.
Spanish at 1:00 PM. 

SAINT ANTHONY CATHOLIC
CHURCH
We invite you to become a
part of our hospitable, intimate
Catholic parish.  We are a car-
ing community, promoting
spiritual growth, reaching out
to people in need and where
you get to know people by
name.  We offer children's reli-
gious education (CREATE);
Youth Ministry (BLAST & X-
STATIC); Scripture Study (day
& evening); Senior's Group
and many other adult min-
istries as well.  Saint Anthony
parish is located in Almaden
Valley at 20101 McKean
Road, San Jose, 95120.  Our
weekend Masses are at 4
p.m. on Saturday at our his-
toric church at 21800 Bertram
Road in New Almaden, CA
95042 and on Sunday at 8:30
a.m., 10:30 a.m., and 5:30
p.m. at the McKean Road
location.   Our Parish Office is
open Monday 9 a.m. - 12
p.m. and Tuesday thru
Thursday, 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.
and 1 - 4 p.m.  For more
information, stop by the Parish
Office or call 1+ (408) 997-
4800, or visit our website at
www.churchstanthony.com.
Fr. Larry Hendel, Pastor.

ST. BASIL THE GREAT GREEK
ORTHODOX CHURCH
6430 Bose Lane, San Jose,
CA 95120
Church Office 408-268-3214    
Clergy:  Fr. Allan Boyd 
Experience our Lord Jesus
Christ after the manner of the
earliest Christians.  All are
welcome to our warm, multi-
cultural Church community,
where services are done pri-
marily in English.  What hap-
pens when you reunite created
matter to its Creator?  Come
and see! Sunday worship:
Orthros – 8:30 am
Divine Liturgy – 9:30 am
We also celebrate Liturgy on

most feast days. 

ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI
CATHOLIC CHURCH
5111 San Felipe Rd., San
Jose, CA 95135
408-223-1562. www.stfran-
cisofassisi.com
www.stfrancisofas-
sisipreschool.org
We invite you to join our com-
munity of faith located in the
Evergreen area of San Jose.
We are an inclusive diverse
community striving to serve
as Disciples of Jesus Christ in
the footsteps of St. Francis,
offering prayerful and joyful
liturgies; evangelization, fel-
lowship, and service opportu-
nities to the community. We
offer spiritual opportunities for
all ages, including children's
liturgy, dynamic E.C.H.O - Jr.
High, IGNITE - High School
and North Star -Young Adult
Ministries, along with small
faith communities and oppor-
tunities to help the poor and
marginalized of San Jose. Our
Preschool is the only Catholic
Preschool offering quality fam-
ily oriented service in the
Evergreen and Silver Creek
areas. Our Chapel, Gathering
Hall, Parish Office, Mission
Center, Parish Gift Shop,
Memorial Garden and
Preschool are all located at
5111 San Felipe Rd. 
Please come join us to wor-
ship at one of the following
times and locations: 
St. Francis of Assisi Chapel
Saturday 5:00PM, Sunday
8:30 AM, 10:30 AM, 12:30
PM, 4:00 PM (Mass in
Vietnamese), 6:00 PM Youth
Mass
St. Francis of Assisi Gathering
Hall 
Sunday 9:00 AM,
Sunday11:00AM, Igbo Mass -
Second Sunday of the month
12:30 PM
Mt. Hamilton Grange - 2840
Aborn Road
Sunday 9:30 AM 
The Villages Gated Community
(Cribari Auditorium)
Sunday 8:15 AM
For more information, please
call or visit us at the Parish
Mission Center open M-F 9:00
AM -12:00 PM; 1:00 PM -
4:00 PM. Come join us and
share your presence with us
so that together we may grow
and share our gifts to help
build God's Kingdom!

Worship listing
advertisements
are $495 annually.
(408) 898-7534.



SERVING ALMADEN VALLEY SINCE 1986 � ONLINE: ALMADENTIMES.COMPAGE 22 � ALMADEN TIMES � JUNE 2 – JUNE 15, 2017

DAVID & VICKI
HARRIS

2921 Villages Parkway,
San Jose

(408) 754-1572

DAN WALKER
Realtor® CalBRE #00758244

Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage
410 N. Santa Cruz Avenue, 

Los Gatos, CA 95030
(408) 892-4813 

email: Dan.Walker@cbnorcal.com

GLORIA 
ASHDOWN

(408) 398-1516
gloriaashdown@aol.com

KRAIG 
CONSTANTINO

kcreteam@gmail.com
www.KraigsListings.com

(408) 219-9122

Open Saturday
& Sunday 
1:00-4:00pm
6978 Silver Fox
Drive
$999,000
3 bed 2.5 bath
1739+/- sqft
Therese Swan
408.656.8240
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PAT 
O’CONNOR

(408) 691-7322
poconnor@kw.com

RICH
CROWLEY

(408) 256-4221
AlmadenHomes.com

CAROL CAMILLI-
MONTGOMERY

www.camillihomes.com
carolcamilli@kw.com

(408) 209-7809

STACY 
SEYMOUR

(408) 960-9416
www.stacyseymour.com

stacy.seymour@cbnorcal.com



Clothing - Sportswear

BJ & J Sports Awards & Gifts Offering a full line of men’s, women and chil-
dren’s NFL, MLB, NBA and Sharks apparel. Gifts ranging from flags and mugs to
hats; perfect for the sports fan in your life! (408) 578-4858 5483 Snell Ave, San
Jose, CA www.bjjsportsawards.com

Battery Patrol Rescuing motorists for over 10 years! We offer a full line of bat-
teries including car, RV, boat, wheelchair, and more. Call for the battery and we
will provide as well as install the batteries to get you on the move again. (408)
597-6628 San Jose, CA.

Juan’s Printer Repair Don’t spend cash to service and repair your printers and
computers - just call me. I also sell and service reconditioned office equipment.
(408) 238-7694 3315 Sylvan Dr, San Jose, CA www.jprservices.com
Computer Training Consultants Wonder what all those programs do on your
PC? Let us help you take full advantage of your system. Certified wireless net-
work administrator classes. Learn desktop software such as Quickbooks. (408)
380-0600 2446 Almaden Road, San Jose, CA www.comptraining.com 

Car Batteries

Computer Repair/Service/Training
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SAME DAY CLEAN UP & GO TRASH HAULING
We Take Everything! 

We do all loading!  Residential/Commercial
Trash Removal, Hauling Front/Backyards, Garage,

Hoarder Cleanouts, Home/Rentals Clean-ups,
YARD SERVICE, Front/Backyard cleanups,

Tree/Shrub Removal, Shed/Deck Removal. Fire safety! 
MOVING ASSISTANCE IN/OUT
Senior/Military Discounts

7 DAYS, RAIN OR SHINE!

(408) 729-0630

MORENO HAULING

Hauling

Repairs and PaintingShoe Repair

Call now to place your ad by phone:
(408) 898-7534

Home Services

Jewelry/Watch Repair

TimesClassifieds

Michael W Boyd, 
Owner
Cell 408-391-2809
Fax 408-371-1083
Off. 408-371-5040
www.Boydstreeservice.com
boydstree@yahoo.com
Cont. Lic.  2-23-1993

Boyd’s Tree Service - Since 1984

Tree Service

Tree trimming, Structurally pruning Tree
removal, Stump grinding and landscape
maintenance. Find us on Yelp.

Real Estate

Phone: (408) 363-1690 
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