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Through his 27-year music career, country
star Joe Diffie has received many awards. 

That includes a Grammy in 1998 for Best
Country Collaboration with Vocals for “Same
Old Train,” a song he recorded with Marty
Stuart. Diffie was named Male Vocalist of the
Year by Cash Box in 1990, and he earned
honors with the Academy of Country Music
for Vocal Event of the Year for “I Don’t Need
Your Rockin’ Chair” with George Jones. 

But the honor he most cherishes doesn’t

have anything to do with music at all. It’s the
1997 Humanitarian Award he received from
the Country Radio Broadcasters for his tire-
less work with the charity First Steps, a non-
profit organization for the education of men-
tally and physically impaired children.

Diffie’s son Tyler was born with Down
Syndrome, and he said First Steps was a
blessing for Tyler.

“It was surprising, stunning and really emo-
tional for me to win that Humanitarian of the
Year award,” Diffie told the Free Press in an
exclusive interview last week. “We did a lot

John Pilati
Franklin Free Press

Although the town of Phil Campbell hosted its annual Hoedown Festival this past
weekend, there was one unwelcome visitor in town as a Norfolk-Southern train,
grounded since last Thursday due to mechanical problems, blocked the town’s major
intersection through the weekend.

Phil Campbell mayor Steve Bell said Norfolk-Southern representatives promised
to have the train moved by 10 a.m. Monday morning, but as of noon Monday the
train was still there. Bell said the city received numerous citizen complaints about
the blocked crossings.

When contacted by the Free Press late Monday morning, a Norfolk-Southern
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Diffie excited to play Jam on Sloss Lake

Grounded train blocks
Phil Campbell crossing

See ‘TRAIN,’ Page 3

YOUR HOMETOWN, “GOOD NEWS” NEWSPAPER!

Grammy winner Joe Diffie is coming
to Russellville on the Fourth of July.See ‘DIFFIE,’ Page 8

PHOTO BY JOHN PILATI
A Norfolk-Southern train, grounded since last
Thursday due to mechanical problems,
blocked a major intersection in Phil Campbell
through the weekend.



“In Memory of our loved ones...”

brought to you by Atkins Marble and Granite Works
and Franklin Memory Gardens

Margaret Ferne Dennis, Lexington, age 76
Died Sunday, June 18, 2017. A memorial service was to be

announced at a later date.

Marvin J.W. McAlister, Phil Campbell, age 81
Died Monday, June 12, 2017. Graveside service held at Chestnut

Ridge Cemetery in Phil Campbell.

Marie Edwards “LuLu” Plylar, Russellville, age 69
Died Thursday, June 15, 2017. Funeral held at Spry Memorial

Chapel. Interment in Knights of Pythias Cemetery.

*Sale good June 21
through June 27*

Pillsbury Biscuits
$4.99 / 20-ct.

Country Style
Pork Ribs $1.99 lb.

Popcorn
Chicken
$5.99 / 5-lb. bag

Fresh Lean

Ground Beef
$2.29 lb.

fam. pack

Boneless New York

Strip Steaks
$7.99 lb.

Boston Butt

Pork Roast
$1.49 / 2-pc.

pack

Boneless Beef

Chuck Roast
$3.99 lb.

Boneless Skinless

Chicken
Breast

$2.19 lb.

Whole Boneless

Pork Loins
$1.79 lb.

10

Smoky Farms
Sausage Patties
$4.99 / box

Register now to win
$100 in FREE meats
at the end of June!

Wood-Thompson Insurance
130 N Jackson Ave. Russellville 

256-332-1381
Mon-Tues-Thur-Fri 8am-5pm

Wed 8am-noon • Sat 9am-noon

For updates on news and sports throughout the week, don’t
forget to check us out on the web at www.franklinfreepress.net!
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‘TRAIN,’ from page 1

Kadin Pounders
Franklin Free Press

In 2018, Alabamians will head to the polls to decide
who will serve as the next governor. The list of declared
candidates so far includes familiar names like
Huntsville mayor Tommy Battle and evangelist Scott
Dawson, and the bids are sure to keep coming over the
next few months. But one individual that has already
decided to throw his name in the ring is not such a
household name.

Josh Jones, a Birmingham businessman and Jackson,
Alabama native, officially announced his candidacy for
governor on Tuesday, June 6. Prior to his official
announcement, he made a $235,000 loan to his cam-
paign on May 31, according to AL.com. Jones will run
as a Republican.

“The people of Alabama are fed up with the same
politicians running for different offices every four
years,” Jones told the Franklin Free Press. “I’m not a
politician, and I don’t aspire to be one. I’m in this to
make this state a better place for everyone, and that’s
the only reason.”

By all accounts, Jones is a political newbie. He has
never run for political office at any level in the past. He
has made a career in the medical technology industry;
not a bad living by any standard, but he has decided to
put his private career on hold to seek a public one, even
if it happens to be short-lived. 

Jones said his bid for governor will be the first and
last time he runs for any elected political position.

“If I win, I’m committed to potentially serving eight
years,” he said. “If this doesn’t work out, then we’ll go
back home, and in four years I’ll be working in the pri-
vate sector and spending time with my family. This is
the first and last time I’m doing this.”

Jones, who coins himself a statesman, said career
politicians do not ultimately represent the people as
they should.

“The people that sit in the governor’s house and hold
office all throughout this state–the career
politicians–it’s a game to them,” he said. “Being a
politician is their job, it’s their life, it’s how they pay
their mortgage. And because being a politician is their
livelihood, all they’re thinking about is how they can
maintain it. They’re less concerned with what the peo-
ple need and more concerned about how they can get
re-elected.”

Jones said he believes the people of Alabama are tired
of the career politicians, and he said he can be one to
shake things up in Montgomery.

“I truly believe that Alabamians are ready for some-
one fresh and new,” he said. “Knowing you’re going to
go home when the job is done, it affords a clarity of
mind that career politicians can’t achieve. And that
clarity of mind allows me to serve morally and to serve
the people, not corporations or special interests.”

Jones said there are three key issues affecting
Alabama, and those will be the basis of his campaign.
The first, he says, is the “culture” in Montgomery.

“People are tired of political-speak, of settling for
managers instead of leaders and allowing our state to sit
at the bottom of every meaningful ranking,” Jones said

in a campaign press release.
In his interview with the Free Press, Jones said the

culture in Montgomery is “toxic” and that Alabama
needs someone with a moral compass to lead selflessly
and with integrity.

Pointing to the likes of ex-governor Robert Bentley
and former and now imprisoned speaker of the house
Mike Hubbard as the most recent examples of moral
insufficiency at the state level, Jones was asked why
voters should believe him when he campaigns on the
same platform.

“Talk is cheap, isn’t it?” he said. “Look. We have a
year for the people of Alabama to get to know me and
my family, and I think the people that know me know
the type of person I am.

“I am an Alabamian. I want to do the right thing for
every Alabamian, and I want to surround myself with
the right people.”

Jones then briefly moved on to the economy, the sec-
ond issue he plans to make central to his campaign. The
Republican believes cutting taxes and regulations will
help create jobs and grow Alabama’s economy.

“There are those in the legislature that believe we can
just tax ourselves to prosperity,” he said. “That’s not
going to work. We have to innovate our way to prosper-
ity.”

By cutting red tape and reducing the tax burden,
Jones said Alabama can be a leader in recruiting new
businesses and encouraging economic growth.

“The potential for Alabama to be an economic leader
is there,” he said. “Cutting taxes and ending regulations
would give us a better opportunity to recruit businesses
and bring jobs here while also organically growing the
economy by expanding businesses and jobs that we
already have.”

The final key issue Jones discussed in his interview
with the Free Press was education, something that he
says needs to be “rebranded and reinvigorated.” To do
this, Jones said, the federal government needs to get out
of the way.

“The federal government has no business in educa-
tion,” he said. “They need to get out.”

And as the federal government leaves, Jones said the
ability to choose needs to be at the forefront.

“The thing that makes us great is choice, but it seems
the one part of our lives we have the fewest choices in
is education,” he said. “We’ve got to empower parents
and our students to make choices about the kind of edu-
cation they are getting. The kids that are in failing
school systems shouldn’t be forced to stay there.”

When asked if he supported a voucher system, one of
the more popular ideas among school choice advocates,
or had another solution to the problem, Jones did not
claim to be the know-it-all. 

“There’s a lot of really good ideas out there, and
there’s a lot of bad ideas,” he said. “I’m an innovator,
and the great thing about innovation is there doesn’t
have to be just one solution to the problem. We don’t
have to do it just one way all the time.”

Should Jones win the election, he said he will
approach the office like he would his business.

“To me, the governor is like the chief development
officer of the state,” he said. “I’m in leadership, and I
put together teams. My job is to put together the best
teams possible to successfully complete the job. I
believe my ability to build teams and get people to
work together is why I’m a good fit for governor.” 

And anyone in a potential Jones administration would
be there not because of his or her resume but because
of his or her ability.

“The way I run my business, we hire people not based
off their resume but based off their talents and their fit,”
he said. “I want to bring that to the governor’s office.
Any politician can build a good resume, but do they
have the talents and ability to get the job done, and are
they a good fit? Do they have the capacity between the
ears to know what has to be done and how to do it?

“Those are the questions that should be asked.”
When asked if a political outsider could win against

Alabama’s household political names, Jones responded
affirmatively.

“Absolutely,” he said. “There are a handful of coun-
ties in this state that voted for an outsider candidate for
president more than anywhere else in the country. The
people of Alabama are ready for a change, and I can
deliver it.”

Jones has not announced any campaign stops in the
Franklin County area yet but said he has plans to sched-
ule visits to northwest Alabama in the future. Jones’
official campaign website is jonesforalabama.com.

The gubernatorial election will be held on November
6, 2018.

Jones: Alabamians are weary of ‘career politicians’

COURTESY PHOTO
Birmingham businessman and Jackson,
Alabama native Josh Jones announced his
candidacy for governor earlier this month.

supervisor said  the train, which had three locomotives,
had a “dead motor” but was being worked on and “had
a crew on it.” The supervisor was not able to offer a
specific time the train would be operational again.

Phil Campbell’s major railroad crossing comes as you
enter town on Highway 13 from the north, and it pro-
vides access to County Road 81 and on to Highway
243, a popular truck route into the town.

With the intersection blocked for four days, Bell said

traffic was forced to reroute to the Weeks Road cross-
ing south of town. 

“It’s a difficult intersection coming downhill for
trucks to make. We basically were cut off since
Thursday,” Bell said. “We received a number of com-
plaints from residents, and our new police chief [Joe
Fike] spent his first day on the job trying to get a train
moved. It cuts off trucks from being able to access
town, and it’s a great inconvenience to our residents.”

Bell said that a maintenance crew worked on the train
last Thursday night and that Norfolk-Southern officials
said the train would be moved Friday. 

“Then they said they had a crew on it Friday and
would move it,” Bell said. “They told us the same thing
on Saturday, and that’s the last we heard until Monday
morning, when they promised it would be moved by 10
a.m. You’d think they at least would have the courtesy
of breaking it at the crossing.”

“The people of Alabama are fed up with
the same politicians running for different
offices every four years,” Jones told the
Franklin Free Press. “I’m not a politician,

and I don’t aspire to be one. I’m in this to
make this state a better place for

everyone, and that’s the only reason.”
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Please send your letters to the editor, guest columns, cartoon panels
and other creative submissions to franklinfreepress@yahoo.com.

Remember to visit us online at www.franklinfreepress.net!

It’s official. The first day of summer
is TODAY, Wednesday the 21st. To you
it may mean cheap sunglasses, muggy
hot days and sunburn, or it may mean
swimming, traveling or hitting the pool.

Any way you look at it, summer is
here, and there are four things that
should be priorities for you. 

1) Stay cool. If you are
working or playing out-
side, take frequent
breaks and cool down.
Overheating can lead to
heat exhaustion and
strokes.

2) Stay hydrated.
Drink plenty of fluids,
especially water. Take a cooler or water
jug with you as you go about your daily
activities.

3) Be safe. Always have a buddy with
you when swimming. Follow all boat-
ing laws and have all safety equipment
on hand. When working outside, wear
eye and hearing protection and gloves.

4) Have fun. We live in a beautiful
area with so much to see and do in the
summer months, whether it’s in your
own back yard or a short drive away.
You can be in the mountains or at the
lake in no time.

Summer slips by much too quickly, so
take a moment to enjoy. Remember,
help is just around the corner at your
local hardware store.  

113 Washington Ave. NW
Russellville, AL 35653

256-332-0255
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Honey Do: Summer is here!

Doug Green

By Caleb Crosby
Alabama Policy Institute

Developing sound public policy is complicated, and
we need leaders willing to admit as much. That’s a
heavy ask when the consequences for conceding com-
plexity are often severe. When President Trump spoke
to governors visiting the White House earlier this
year, he announced, “Nobody knew that health care
could be so complicated.”

It was a moment of candor from Trump that earned
him nothing but jeers and scorn from cable news pun-
dits and social media. Most of us don’t know how our
health insurance works, the price doctors charge for
basic services, or if better healthcare options exist.
Even for the President, the myriad complexities of
national healthcare policy are overwhelming.

When we fail to acknowledge the complexities of
our shared problems, we lose our ability to seriously
engage them.

With an election year on the horizon, we need to
decide whether we want our aspiring leaders to help
us solve problems or simply affirm our most basic
political views.

Over the last cycle, we saw plenty of “my way or
the highway” style leadership from Alabama cam-
paigns. One after another railed against President
Obama and liberal forces in the federal government.
The “us versus them” message was the path of least
resistance for many Alabama politicians. The problem
was that those campaign advertisements failed to so
much as hint at any positive policy ideas.

Alabama candidates aren’t going to stop running
against Washington, D.C. politics any time soon, but
we also need to realize our main problems are right
here in Alabama. We don’t need “my way or the high-
way.” We need the right way...right now.

It might not be exciting to campaign on stabilizing
Alabama’s General Fund through reasonable Medicaid
reforms and grinding through ways to pay for capital
costs in our prison system. Coming up with public
education alternatives while simultaneously strength-
ening public education itself is incredibly difficult,
even without the bruising political realities.

But we don’t hear many details regarding those
issues from politicians asking for our votes. Most of
the political class think we’re easy marks, and it’s
easy to understand why.

Support of the U.S. Constitution, including the
Second Amendment, defending the unborn and main-
taining religious liberty, should be a given for any
candidate claiming the conservative mantle. Those are
necessary policy positions, but we’re kidding our-
selves if we think they’re sufficient to solve
Alabama’s greatest challenges.

While I’ll always be impressed with a perfect game,
I’d be more moved by a leader with his sights set on
budget realities several years in advance rather than
just trying to patch budgets together a year at a time,
hoping they don’t collapse.

I want to know that a candidate is willing to push

The best road is rarely the easy one

See ‘ROAD,’ page 5

The right way is hard. It demands the
tenacity and humility to compromise, forge
unlikely partnerships and move us toward

real solutions....Alabama candidates aren’t
going to stop running against Washington,

D.C. politics any time soon, but we also
need to realize our main problems are right
here in Alabama. We don’t need “my way

or the highway.” We need the right
way...right now.



Don’t forget to check us out online at www.franklinfreepress.net!
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‘ROAD,’ from page 4

To file, or not to file?

Dear Dave,
How do you know when you should

file an insurance claim on a homeown-
er’s issue, versus just dealing with it
and paying cash?

Ben

Dear Ben,
Basically, it’s when you begin to feel

the pain financially. Let’s say you have
a $1,000 deductible on your homeown-
er’s policy. If you have an $1,100 issue,
just pay the $100 out of pocket and
don’t mess with it. But let’s say you
have the same deductible and a $2,000
problem. Depending on things like your
overall financial situation, the value of
the house and the cost of the insurance
policy, that might just get you to file a
claim. 

Somehow, lots of people get the idea
they can make money on insurance
process. You don’t. Insurance compa-
nies make money, and consumers pay
insurance companies. You don’t make
money on insurance in the long-term.
You may have a situation, once in a
blue moon, where you come out ahead
on a transaction versus what you paid
in. But over the scope of your life, you
don’t make money on insurance compa-
nies.

The point is this: If you turn in the
claim, you’re going to experience a rate
increase or cancellation somewhere—at
some point—that offsets it. I only turn
in substantial claims, meaning claims
that are far above the deductible.

Dave

Pass on this deal

Dear Dave,
My in-laws have inherited some

money, and they want to invest in real
estate. They have offered to help my
husband and I buy a home, but they
want ownership of some kind as part of
the deal. Is this a good idea?

Cynthia

Dear Cynthia,
I’d pass on this offer. It’s not a good

deal.
I’m glad they got some money. I

mean, that’s great for them. If they want
to do some real estate investing, that’s
awesome, too. If they want to give their
kids a gift out of the inheritance money,
that would be a very nice, generous
thing to do. But no, we’re not going for
a deal where they have ownership in
your home. Things like that end up
messy, and it won’t get you where you
really want to be. Even if it does, you
won’t like the trip! 

If you take a deep look into this,
you’ll begin to understand there are
some things involved that will change
the nature of your relationship with
your in-laws. Every time you see them
and they see you, they’ll see dollar
signs. Dinners together will start to taste
different, and they’ll feel different, too.

Protect your relationships and your
family, Cynthia. Please don’t do it.

Dave
*Dave Ramsey is CEO of Ramsey

Solutions. He has authored seven best-
selling books, including The Total
Money Makeover. The Dave Ramsey
Show is heard by more than 13 million
listeners each week on 585 radio sta-
tions and multiple digital platforms.
Follow Dave on the web at daveram-
sey.com and on Twitter at
@DaveRamsey.

legislation aimed at reducing abortions in our state, but I want to know how she is
going to end the cycle of poverty for children already born in our state.

I expect to hear a candidate’s boilerplate on defending religious liberty, but I real-
ly want to know how he exercises that liberty. What has he done for his communi-
ty? Are there real people whose lives have been bettered because of his free reli-
gious exercise?

But that’s where we’ve got to dig in, stop playing patty cake over which candi-
date is the “most” conservative, and figure out which one of the several conserva-
tive candidates possesses the most competency and character to make headway on
the glaring problems we all see so clearly, one session after another.

The right way is hard. It demands the tenacity and humility to compromise, forge
unlikely partnerships and move us toward real solutions. If we’re satisfied with
tough-talking politicians telling us that it’s their way or the highway for true con-
servatives, we shouldn’t be surprised when we’re the ones left on the side of the
road.

Caleb Crosby is the President and CEO of the Alabama Policy Institute (API).
API is an independent, nonpartisan, nonprofit research and educational organiza-
tion dedicated to strengthening free enterprise, defending limited government, and
championing strong families. If you would like to speak with the author, please e-
mail communications@ alabamapolicy.org, or call (205) 870-9900.



Gentiva Hospice offers a grief support group, “Grieving Well
Together,” that meets the fourth Thursday of each month at 10 a.m. in

the Lenox room at Calvary Baptist Church in Russellville. The next meeting will be
held June 22. You are invited to attend.

Mountain Valley Hee Haw features live music every Friday and
Saturday night. Show time is 6 p.m. Karaoke at 7 p.m. on Thursday

nights. Free admission. No alcohol or drugs allowed. From Russellville, take 243 to
Hwy. 79, turn right, go 1/4 mile, 3rd building on left. For more info, call 256-332-
5479 or 256-810-4840.

Come join us this Saturday, June 24 at the RHS tennis courts for the
Shoals Junior Tennis Circuit. Help support this year’s upcoming

Russellville tennis team by stopping by and grabbing lunch or a summer treat at the
Destination & Snowball’s food trucks. Stay and cheer on our players as they prepare
to make their second consecutive run to state! Anyone interested in participating
should call 256-332-8261 by 6 p.m. Thursday to be entered in to play.

Mt. Hebron Baptist Church (Hwy 59 in Spruce Pine) invites all senior
citizens to join us in celebrating the Lord at a Senior’s Revival on

Sunday, June 25 through Wednesday, June 28. Sunday services at 10:45 a.m. and 6
p.m. will have Bro. Jerry Spencer as the speaker. Monday-Wednesday services will
start at 10:30 a.m. each day, with Bro. Bob Pittman speaking on Monday, Bro. Junior
Hill on Tuesday and Bro. Mickey Brackin of Lawrenceburg, TN on Wednesday.

Village Square Apartments in Russellville host George’s Country Boys
each Monday night from 6-8 p.m. for some Gospel and Country

singing. Come join in the fun!

TOPS (Take Off Pounds Sensibly) weight loss support group meets
each Monday evening at 6 p.m. at the Russellville Recreation Center.

Weigh-ins being at 5:30 p.m. Everyone is welcome to drop in for a free meeting visit.
Call 256-446-5962 or 256-412-2855 for more information.

For anyone with the courage to be honest about life’s hurts, habits and
hang-ups, First United Methodist Church of Russellville will host

Celebrate Recovery! on Tuesday nights with supper at 6 p.m., worship at 6:30 and
groups at 7:30. Free childcare provided. Church is located at 311 North Jackson
Avenue. Come and join us!

The Kerry Gilbert Band will perform a benefit concert at the Roxy
Theatre in downtown Russellville on Saturday, July 8 at 7 p.m.

General admission seating. Doors open at 6 p.m. Tickets are $10 for adults, $5 for
children ages 6-12, and free for children under 6. Group discounts available! Call
256-335-4356. Profits go directly toward the renovation and restoration of the his-
toric Roxy Theatre.

American Legion Post 64 meets the second Thursday of each month at
the Chamber of Commerce office on Jackson Avenue. Meal served

around 6 p.m., meeting at 7 p.m. Next meeting will be Thursday, July 13.

If you are interested in the study of the Civil War and have an ancestor
who was in the Confederate Army, join the Sons of Confederate

Veterans. Meetings are held the first Thursday of each month (except January and
July) at 6 p.m. at the Russellville Rec Center. Next meeting will be August 3. The
SCV is the direct heir of the United Confederate Veterans and the oldest hereditary
organization for male descendants of Confederate soldiers. Organized at Richmond,
VA in 1896, the SCV continues to serve as a historical, patriotic and non-political
organization dedicated to ensuring that a true history of the period from 1861-1865
is preserved. Membership in the SCV is open to all male descendants of any veteran
who served honorably in the Confederate Armed Forces. Membership can be
obtained through either direct or collateral family lines, and kinship to a veteran must
be documented genealogically. We hope you can join us for the celebration of our
heritage! The minimum age for membership is 12. Call 1-800-MYDIXIE or 256-
324-2317.



For updates on news and sports throughout the week,
visit us on the web at www.franklinfreepress.net!

Send your guest columns, letters to the editor and other
creative submissions to franklinfreepress@yahoo.com.
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There are many college graduates with business degrees who start their own
companies after completing their education.

Jamie Kiel is an exception.
Kiel began his heavy equipment company in 1995, two years before graduat-

ing from the University of North Alabama with a management/marketing
degree.

“I started the business and started at UNA at the same time. I went to UNA at
night and a couple mornings each week,” Kiel said. “I was looking for a career
path. I knew I wanted to be in business and work for myself, so owning my own
business was as good an educational experience as I could get anywhere.

“College teaches you how to learn but not how to run a business. You learn
that on the job. Through running a business, you learn to manage money and
how to treat other people.”

Kiel’s fledgling equipment rental store that began 22 years ago has blos-
somed into Kiel Equipment and Rental, a regional business serving customers
from Tennessee,
Mississippi and Alabama.

Kiel Equipment and
Rental sells Gravely Zero
Turn mowers, Walker
mowers and the popular
line of Stihl handheld
equipment. And Kiel
remains the only equip-
ment rental store in
Franklin County.

Kiel’s reputation as a
fair, honest businessman
is largely attributable to
his father and uncle,
Glenn and Gerald Kiel,
who founded Franklin
County Equipment
Rental, Inc. in 1989. That
Tharptown business
included the lines of
Kubota tractors and John
Deere mowers

“Their dedication to
offering the best equip-
ment, along with their
willingness to give their
customers first-rate serv-
ice after the sale, brought
customers to the small
community of Tharptown
for their farm and lawn
equipment purchases,”
Kiel said.

After Glenn and Gerald closed their business in 1998, Jamie added the John
Deere brand of lawn equipment to his business. Rapid growth forced a move to
the former Franklin County Co-Op building on Highway 43 in 2000, where his
business remains today.

A look at area businesses and what they do. If you have an idea
for a  subject of “What do THEY do?,” call us at 256-332-0255.

See ‘KIEL,’ Page 8

Kiel offers top-of-the-line
equipment, first-rate service 

Jamie Kiel, pictured above with his wife
Melissa and their three daughters, began
his heavy equipment company in 1995.



‘KIEL,’ from page 7

‘DIFFIE,’ from page 1
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of work raising money for the school he attended,
because it was mostly privately funded. It meant so
much to my son, and I always wanted to give back.”

Diffie will be the headliner at next month’s Jam on
Sloss Lake, the annual Fourth of July event hosted by
the City of Russellville. 

Diffie broke onto the country scene with a major
splash in 1990. His first single, “Home,” vaulted to No.
1 on the Billboard Hot Country Chart, and the hits kept
on coming for Diffie. He has 35 charted cuts on
Billboard, including 20 Top 10 singles and five No. 1
songs, including “If the Devil Danced,” “Third Rock
From the Sun,” “Pickup Man” and “Bigger Than the
Beatles.”

For Diffie, success came so fast that he really didn’t
have time as a young artist to appreciate how far he’d
come in the industry.

“There wasn’t a lot of time for reflection. I kind of
held my breath and hoped it would continue,” Diffie
said. “I got my first number one song, and it didn’t
seem real, but it was. I was on the road 230 days a year
back then. And when we weren’t on the road, I was
doing Fanfare, the CMA Awards, etc., so needless to
say I wasn’t home much.”

Although he’s never recorded in Muscle Shoals,
Diffie does have a Shoals connection with a song on his
In Another World album, released in 2001. “Like a
River Dreams of Rain,” a tract on that album, was co-
written by Shoals residents Walt Aldridge and James
LeBlanc.

As a child, Diffie’s family moved around a lot. His
childhood saw Diffie residing in Oklahoma, Texas,
Washington, Wisconsin and back to Oklahoma. Before
he headed to Nashville in 1986, Diffie worked at a

foundry, worked in the Texas oil fields and drove a
cement pump truck for Halliburton. 

His first Nashville job was with Gibson Guitar
Corporation, where he worked in the shipping/receiv-
ing department. He dipped into the country music
industry recording demos, and he eventually did that
full-time. Diffie was signed by Epic Records in 1990,
and his career skyrocketed from there.

The 59-year-old still keeps an active tour schedule,
something he plans to continue for the foreseeable
future.

“I’d hate to sit home idle,” he said. “I enjoy singing
and enjoy performing in front of the fans. They’re such
a big part of what I do. Sometimes the travel gets old,
but when I finally get on stage and interact with fans,
nothing can duplicate that.”

Although it only peaked at No. 5 on the charts,
Diffie’s signature song is “John Deere Green.” The up-
tempo love song is far and away his most requested by
fans, he said. But Diffie’s personal favorite is “Ships
That Don’t Come In,” a heartwarming ballad that also
ascended to No. 5 on Billboard.

“‘Ships’ tells a different story to different people,”
Diffie said. “I’ve had fans tell me so many different
ways what that song means to them.”

Fans interested in meeting Diffie can log onto
www.joediffie.com and sign up for a premium VIP
Meet and Greet at his Russellville show. The package
includes a Diffie T-shirt, CD, autograph and photos
with the star.

Diffie’s career received a shot in the arm with the
2012 release of Jason Aldean’s “1994,” a tribute to
Diffie written by Thomas Rhett, who grew up a big fan
of Diffie’s. The song references many of Diffie’s hits,
and he’s developed a new fan base comprised of fans of
Rhett and Aldean, both of whom perform the song at
their shows.

“His manager contacted my manager before the song
was released to ask me what I thought,” Diffie said. “I
said I was flattered if they wanted to do that. Thomas
Rhett wrote it, and nobody thought the song would be
released as a single, but I get a lot of their fans coming
to my show and they say, ‘Oh, that’s the guy they’re
talking about.’”

Diffie has signed with Silverado Records, and he’s
working on a new album set to be released in the fall of
2017.

“I’m looking forward to seeing everybody in
Russellville and it should be a blast on the Fourth,”
Diffie said.

If you’ve got something to trade, Kiel Equipment and Rental is the spot to stop
first.

“We trade for anything that doesn’t eat,” Kiel said. “I want to make sure the seller
and buyer are treated fairly, and I would never want to take advantage of another per-
son and never want to be taken advantage of.”

Kiel and his wife Melissa have three daughters, all students at Tharptown School,
where his wife was honored last year as Franklin County Schools Teacher of the
Year.

The Kiels are members of Tharptown Baptist Church, where Jamie served 20 years
as music director. He also volunteers as the public address announcer at Tharptown
High varsity football games.

Kiel attended Tharptown through the ninth grade before transferring to
Russellville, where he graduated in 1993. He attended Northwest Junior College,
where he served as student government president. 

Kiel Equipment consists of four employees. Ed Martin is the service manager, Alan
Green the service technician and Caleb Montgomery the service assistant. Kiel’s
father, Glenn, also helps out at the store.

One of the advantages of running a small business is getting to know your cus-
tomers, and Kiel begins that relationship when a customer first walks in the door.

“I’m very much hands-on. I wouldn’t have it any other way in running a business,”
he said.

Having operated a business through strong and weak economic times, Kiel is con-
fident the economy is now heading in the right direction.

“I definitely think it’s on the rebound. People are very optimistic with President
Trump. Deregulation was a key point of his campaign, and he’s making businesses
optimistic again,” Kiel said. “Businesses want to invest and let the free market
decide who gets paid and who doesn’t. With that in mind, I provide the best service
to my customers that I can.”

Kiel Equipment and Rental is located at 14695 Highway 43 in Russellville. For
more information, contact Kiel at 256-332-6776.

Kiel began his heavy equipment company in 1995, two years
before leaving UNA with a management/marketing degree.

“College teaches you how to learn but not how to run a business,”
he said. “You learn that on the job. Through running a business, you

learn to manage money and how to treat other people.”

The Jam on Sloss Lake typically draws a big
crowd, and this year’s event should be no
exception.
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John Pilati
Franklin Free Press

The Franklin County Commission approved a
detailed Solid Waste Management Plan at its June 19
meeting.

The plan, prepared by Southern Environmental
Engineering of Florence, provides a plan for the man-
agement of solid waste within Franklin County and
puts into place the necessary procedures so that solid
waste management facilities may be planned, devel-
oped and operated within the county, along with the
inclusion of public involvement in the county’s solid
waste management plan.

There was no public input received at the public hear-
ing on the plan, which was set immediately before the
Monday morning meeting.

After reviewing its current plan earlier this year, com-
missioners determined that it did not provide sufficient
flexibility to meet the county’s needs. Southern
Environmental Engineering was retained to update the
plan to comply with requirements of the Alabama
Department of Environmental Management.

Five of the six municipalities within Franklin County
elected to participate in the county’s plan, with Red
Bay being the exception. The Town of Red Bay has

developed its own plan and decided not to participate.
The new Solid Waste Management Plan will be good

for ten years through 2027.
“We can go in and amend the plan any time with a

majority vote of the commission,” said Franklin
County probate judge Barry Moore. “This plan meets
state guidelines for management of solid waste within
Franklin County.”

The estimated breakdown of solid waste generated in
Franklin County includes 28.5 percent paper; 13.9 per-
cent food scraps; 13.4 percent yard trimmings; 12 per-
cent plastics; nine percent metals; 8.4 percent rubber,
leather and textiles; 6.4 percent wood; and 4.6 percent
glass.

A significant modification from the prior plan comes
in the process of how new solid waste management
facilities must be approved. Public participation is a
key element of the plan, and local governments must
provide notice to the public and allow for public com-
ment prior to entering into any contracts or making any
changes involving the collection, transport or disposal
of solid waste within Franklin County, according to the
plan.

In other action, the commission:
•Approved the hiring of Matt Miller as a full-time,

permanent employee with the Franklin County Solid

Waste Department; approved Jason Tyson as a tempo-
rary employee; and approved the termination of
Michael Bonds and James Leon Smith.

•Approved the hiring of Elaine Mitchell as a tempo-
rary custodian in the Franklin County Courthouse.

•Approved the following temporary employees to be
hired by the Franklin County Highway Department at a
rate of $10/hour: Butch Harkness, Harold Harp,
Sheldon Ergle, Donnie Hastings, Tristan Johnson,
Jaydee Phifer, Michael Shivers, Barry Walker and
Bailey Motes.

•Recognized the Phil Campbell Fishing Team and
Russellville High School varsity baseball team for their
state championships.

•Agreed to advertise for the possible vacation of a
portion of Jackson Military Road (Cty. Rd. 122).

•Reappointed Danny McDowell, Margaret Jackson,
Gene Thorn and Grant Atkins to the Franklin County
Archives Advisory Board.

•Set a minimum of 10 percent of the 150 county
employees to participate in any optional insurance plan
in order to utilize payroll deduction.

•Approved a one-year extension of the contract with
BFI Waste Services to handle certain solid waste haul-
ing and disposal for Franklin County. The agreement
shall run through September 30, 2018.

Kadin Pounders
Franklin Free Press

Tommy Battle, mayor of Huntsville, touts an impres-
sive record as the chief administrator of the Rocket
City, but now he wants to take his experiences and
accomplishments to Montgomery.

The three-term Republican mayor of Alabama’s
fourth-largest city announced his candidacy for gover-
nor of Alabama on April 27 and has since been making
campaign stops across the state, including a quick visit
to Russellville on June 11.

“We’re not just in a battle for Alabama’s values;
we’re in a battle for Alabama’s future. I’m running for
governor because I’m ready to lead that fight,” Battle
said in a campaign press release.

Battle was first elected mayor in 2008, and since he
took the oath Huntsville has become one of the fastest-
growing and most prosperous cities in the state.

“We’ve been able to add 17,000 jobs, and we’ve
grown with over two billion dollars invested in expan-
sion,” Battle told the Free Press. “As we’ve worked for
this city, we want to bring the same job creation and
prosperity to the state of Alabama.”

Battle said jobs are the number one issue in his cam-
paign, and, if elected, job creation would be a top pri-
ority.

“The key issue is jobs and standard of living,” he said.
“The prosperity that we’ve been able to achieve in
Huntsville, that’s what we want to bring to every city
and town and county in Alabama. We’ve done it in the
past, and we can piggy-back off that and bring it to the
state level.”

But in order to create jobs, Battle said education and
infrastructure must also be at the forefront.

“In order to have jobs, you have to have a great edu-
cation system and you have to have infrastructure,” he
said. “Great schools lead to great students, which lead
to a larger and more educated workforce. Obviously,
you have to have roads and transportation in order for
people to get to work and go where they need to go.”

When it comes to education, Battle said he is a sup-
porter of public schools.

“I’m a public-school guy. My education is from a
public school and a public university,” he said. “We

have to have great public school systems, and anything
that the state does that detracts from that, to me, is
wrong.”

Public school systems (and good ones), according to
Battle, are a major factor when wooing industry and
investment.

“As mayor of Huntsville, I’ve had a lot of meetings
with people from all types of industries looking to
make an investment in our city,” he said. “And they
don’t ask about private schools or charter schools; they
ask about the public school system.”

By having a great public school system, Battle said it
has the two-fold effect of educating students and bring-
ing in more jobs.

“These industries want to invest in places with great
public school systems, because that’s where the
employees will be sending their kids,” he said. “And
the following effect is that these industries will have a
more educated, more qualified pool of candidates that
are coming out of the public school system.”

Since Battle took office, Huntsville has spent 250
million dollars on new education facilities, and the
school system erased a debt of nearly 20 million dollars
in 2010 to a current surplus of around 40 million dol-
lars in 2016.

Aside from jobs, infrastructure and education, Battle
wants to bring an openness to Montgomery that he said
has not been there in many years.

“[In Huntsville] we’ve been an open and transparent
government that tells the people what we want to do
and how we want to do it,” he said. “They need to know
that you have a plan and that you’re willing to do what
it takes to accomplish it. By being honest and open, you
give the people the opportunity to buy in to what you’re
doing.”

And with the numerous scandals and allegations of
misconduct that have rocked Montgomery
recently–former governor Robert Bentley’s resignation,
former house speaker Mike Hubbard’s imprisonment,
and Supreme Court chief justice Roy Moore’s suspen-
sion – Battle said that transparency and honesty at the
capitol is needed now more than ever.

“We need to restore confidence in our state leaders,”
he said. “With all of the things that have happened in
the last year, we need elected state officials that the

people can trust and believe in.”
If he were elected, Battle would be the first mayor in

Alabama history to be elected governor, but he believes
his experience as mayor would translate well at the
state capitol.

“Mayors are down on the front line every day, and we
can’t run away from our problems,” he said. “As the
mayor, I see people at the store, in restaurants, at
church, and they want to give you their feedback.

“You don’t run for mayor or governor for yourself.
You spend 365 days a year working on ways to help the
people. If you’re not in it for the people, you shouldn’t
be running.”

Battle encourages any skeptics to ask around and
check his record.

“Talk to the people I’ve worked with. Talk to people
in Huntsville. That’s where you can get a true picture of
a person,” he said. “I’ll say this--of all the people run-
ning and probably those that will run, I’m the only one
that has done what I’ve said I’ll do.

“It’s an honor to run for governor. There’s a lot that
we can accomplish and a lot we can do to turn Alabama
from a good state to a great state. That’s what it’s all
about.”

Battle’s campaign website is tommybattle.com.
Alabama’s next gubernatorial general election will be

held on November 6, 2018.

Battle ready to lead the fight for Alabama’s future

Commission approves Solid Waste Management Plan

FILE PHOTO
Huntsville mayor Tommy Battle, a Republican
candidate for governor, speaks at a recent
campaign stop in Russellville.



BUSINESS ADS

LOST AND FOUND

Lost in Russellville area
within last three weeks:
Howard College ring,
Class of 1961. Has

initials LMK. Reasonable
reward offered. Call 256-

398-8136. (1)

Lost Cat. Lost between
Littleville and Hwy 72 on
Highway 43. Brindle in

color with white feet and
belly. Please call 205-

269-4620. (3)

A sweet Shih Tzu was
found somewhere

between Phil Campbell
and Russellville. Call

Russellville Animal Clinic
at 256-332-2254 to

claim. Must prove own-
ership and provide

details about dog. (4)

GIVEAWAYS

Free to a good home:
Four baby kittens in

Russellville, real cute.
Call 1-828-269-8598. (1)

FREE to good home:
Eight-month-old female

cat. Young, playful,
spayed last month. Gets

along with other cats,
laid back, impeccable

litter box skills.
Affectionate but not too
needy. Loves dry/wet
food and Temptations.

Born on the streets and
plucked down out of a

tree, needs a safe
indoor-only island where
she will never feel that
kind of danger again.
Please consider this
one-of-a-kind very

special kitty. Call 619-
548-8212. (2)

FREE to good home:
Nine-year-old female

dog, Jack Russell mix.
Spayed. This poor girl
lost the only two things

she ever had (her owner
and her home) when her

owner passed away.
Desperately needs a

generous home with a
fenced yard. She’s no
puppy, but she’s not

done yet either. Healthy
and still playful. An

enclosed porch for hot
and cold days would be
lovely. Please consider
adopting Dottie. She is

currently living in
cramped quarters, and
her life is in jeopardy.
Text or call 619-548-

8212. (2)

Free Kittens. Six weeks
old. Some bobtail, some
longtail. Call 256-332-

4037. (4)

YARD SALES/
ESTATE SALES

Big Yard Sale this
Friday, June 23 from
8 am-until at 1207
College Avenue in

Russellville. Lots of stuff,
too much to mention.

Yard sale this Friday &
Saturday, June 23-24

from 7 am-4 pm at 5837
Hwy. 48. Five miles east
of Russellville on Hwy.
48, first house on left
past Tharptown Fire

Dept. Lots of firefighter
items, men’s and

women’s clothes, 2-way
analog radios, CB

radios, bar lights, plus
lots of misc. items.

Multi-Family Yard Sale
this Saturday, June 24.
7 am-until. 228 Virginia

Ave. (behind Russellville
Elementary School). 

Estate Sale inside house
& barn on June 23-24,

inside yard sale on June
30-July 1. Hwy. 724

East, Russellville, or Old
Hwy. 24. Willmarth

Home. Lots of vintage
glassware, bottles &

jars, iron beds, antique
furniture, old magazines

& books, vintage
women’s hats, gloves,
dollies, scarfs, table

cloths & aprons, vintage
quilts & bedspreads,

enamelware & lots more!

LAND FOR SALE

2 adjoining lots.
Approximately 1.7 acres

in north Russellville.
Convenient to Shoals

area. $19,900. Call 256-
366-7924 or 256-366-

4734. (1)

Lot on Cedar Creek
Lake. Beautiful uninter-

rupted water views.
Restricted subdivision.

Convenient location. 1.4
acre. $155,000. Call

256-366-7924 or 256-
366-4734. (1)

HOUSES, 
APARTMENTS, REAL
ESTATE, PROPERTY
FOR RENT OR SALE

Houses & Apartments
For Rent in Russellville.

Call 256-483-2405.

House for sale in Phil
Campbell. 3 BR, kitchen,

den, living room, 1.5
baths, outside garage,

stormhouse. On 3/4
acre. $85,000. Call 256-
443-2919 or 256-320-

7010.

PETS

Huskey mixed puppies
for sale. $50. Call 256-

436-8940. (1)

Puppies for sale. Six
weeks old. Half poodle,

half Shih Tzu. One male,

two females. $150 each.
Call 256-332-4137. (1)

HELP WANTED/ 
LOOKING TO BUY/

SERVICES PROVIDED

Crooked Oak Baptist
Church is looking for

someone to play piano
during worship services.
If you’re interested, call

256-332-5377. (5)

FURNITURE

3 piece bedroom suit,
dark wood, full size,

mattress and springs,
chest and night stand,

excellent condition.
$500. Please call

256.810.4530.

2 living room chairs, like
new, $50 each. 3-drawer
wooden desk, nice, $25.

Call 205-993-5961.

Metal filing cabinet w/4
drawers, good condition,
$20. Call 205-993-5961.

Youth bed, complete and
in good shape, $40. Call

205-993-5961.

For sale: Antique desk -
nice for office. 60”X34”
solid wood. $295. Call
256-366-7924 or 256-

366-4734. (4)

ELECTRONICS/
OFFICE EQUIPMENT

Brother printer, used,
black in color, model

MFC-255CW. Includes
instructions, printer,

start-up disc and 2 new
ink cartridges. $50. Call

256-577-5843.

MISC. FOR SALE

Posture Beauty mattress

for sale. Full Set. $100.
Pick up Russellville. Call

256-762-9551.

Hello Kitty child’s watch,
30th anniversary, silver
band, pink & blue watch
head w/white center. HK
letters in blue on band.
$20. Call 256-577-5843.

Discontinued Corelle
“wild flower” pattern
dishes. 2 sets, a few

pieces missing. $45. Call
256-577-5843.

King-size floral sheet
set, used only a few
times. $35. Call 256-

577-5843.

Pinky & Blue Boy wall
prints, really pretty.

$20/set. Call 205-993-
5961.

Beautiful set of bowls &
pitchers. $20/set. Call

205-993-5961.

Old sewing machine in
cabinet, $20. Call 205-

993-5961.

For sale:
•Weathered wood

windows, various sizes.
$12 each or 2 for $20.

•Bifold louvre wood
doors. $40.

Call 256-366-7924 or
256-366-4734. (4)

For sale: IBM electric
typewriter (includes

ribbon cartridges), $45.
Call 256-366-7924 or

256-366-4734. (4)

For sale: Christmas
outdoor light display

"PEACE ON EARTH" +
2 white doves , $120.
Call 256-366-7924 or

256-366-4734. (4)

Franklin Free Press
Classified Rates

Yard Sale Rates: FREE,
Deadline Monday at
Noon; Real Estate-

Homes, acreage, lots for
sale or rent. $25 for six
consecutive weeks. Up

to 40 words per ad;
Vehicles, Boats, RVs,
Motorcycles for sale.

$15 for six consecutive
weeks. Up to 25 words
per ad; Pets For Sale

only $10 for six consecu-
tive weeks. Up to 25

words  per ad; Free of
Charge: Lost & Found,
Giveaways, and Items
Under $100 (Private

Parties Only).15-word
limit; Commercial

Classified Rates: $25 for
Businesses, 15 words or
less for six weeks. Ads

exceeding word limit add
$10 per additional 15
words. The number in

parentheses represents
the number of times the
ad has appeared. Call
us at 256-332-0255 to
place, cancel or renew

your ad. Payment is
required in advance of

publication for ads.

ALASCAN
FOR SALE 

ACORN STAIRLIFTS.
The affordable solution
to your stairs! Limited

time -$250 off your
Stairlift purchase! Buy
direct & save. Please

call 1-800-471-4651 for
free DVD and brochure.

DIGITAL HEARING aids
- Now offering a 45-day
risk free offer! Free bat-

teries for life!  Call to
start your free trial!  1-

866-960-5928.

SAWMILLS FROM only
$4397.00. Make & save

money with your own
bandmill - cut lumber

any dimension. In stock
ready to ship! Free

info/DVD:
www.NorwoodSawmills.c
om. 1-800-578-1363 ext.

300N.

MEDICAL

OXYGEN - ANYTIME.
Anywhere.  No tanks to

refill.  No deliveries.  The
all-new Inogen One G4

is only 2.8 pounds!  FAA
approved! Free info kit:

1-844-264-9500.

GOT KNEE pain? Back
pain? Shoulder pain?
Get a pain-relieving

brace at little or no cost
to you. Medicare

patients call health hot-
line now! 1- 800-672-

9326.

INSTRUCTION

MEDICAL BILLING and
Coding career training at

Sullivan and Cogliano
Training Centers. Call 1-

888-535-9909 or click
learn.sctrain.edu.

Financial Aid available to
those who qualify.

SCtrain.edu/disclosures.

SERVICES

A PLACE for Mom. The
nation's largest senior
living referral service.
Contact our trusted,

local experts today! Our
service is free/no obliga-

tion. Call 1-800-824-
2520.

HELP WANTED-
DRIVERS 

ATTN: DRIVER trainees
needed now! Earn $800-
$1000 week + benefits.
No CDL, no problem!
We'll train you. Call

today 1-800-878-2546.

DRIVER TRAINEES
needed! Learn to drive
for Stevens Transport!
No experience needed!
New drivers can earn
$900+ per week! Paid
CDL training! Stevens

covers all costs! 1-888-
528-8864.

drive4stevens.com.

AUCTIONS

TWO HEAVY Equipment
Auctions - Number 1 -

Saturday, Mar 18th, 9:30
AM. 279 Crescent Road,

Blairsville, GA 30512;
CAT, Komatsu, John

Deere & Kubota, Trucks,
Trailers, and more.
Number 2 - Friday,
March 24, 9:30 152
Godley Road, Port

Wentworth (Savannah)
30147; New JCB Loader
Backhoes, Rollers, Skid
Steer Loaders, Diesel

Engines & replacement
parts. 1-678-673-9194.
www.joeymartinauction-

eers.com. GA2627.

SERVICES

A PLACE for Mom. The
nation's largest senior
living referral service.
Contact our trusted,

local experts today! Our
service is free/no obliga-

tion. Call 1-800-824-
2520.

DONATE YOUR car to
charity. Receive maxi-
mum value of write off
for your taxes. Running

or not! All conditions
accepted. Free pickup.
Call for details. 1-844-

810-1257.

Have 10K in debt?
National Debt Relief is
rated A-Plus with the

BBB. You could be debt
free in 24-48 months.
Call 1-855-399-5019

now for a free debt eval-
uation.

HIGH-SPEED Internet is
available where you live
today! Plans as low as
$39.99 per month. Ask

about discounts for
DirecTV customers! 1-

800-480-1482.
PBSinternet@gmail.com.

NFL SUNDAY Ticket free
w/choice package -

includes 200 channels.
$60/mo for 12 months.

No upfront costs or
equipment to buy. Ask
about next day installa-
tion! 1-800-988-5676.

SOCIAL SECURITY
Disability benefits. You

may qualify for disability
if you have a health con-
dition that prevents you
from working for a year
or more.  1-844-245-

3299 (M-F).

DIGITAL HEARING aids
- Now offering a 45-day
risk free offer! Free bat-

teries for life!  Call to
start your free trial!  1-

866-960-5928.

HOUSE FOR SALE
150 DUNCAN ST
(CEDAR CREEK
SUBDIVISION)
DOUBLE-LOT,

3 BEDROOMS, 1-/1/2
BATHS, KITCHEN,

LARGE DINING
ROOM, LARGE DEN,

LARGE LIVING
ROOM, FIVE

CLOSETS, TWO-CAR
ATTACHED GARAGE,

STORM SHELTER,
METAL BUILDING

WITH ATTACHED RV
SHED.

NEW PRICE
$130,000

256.332.2606.

209 LIMESTONE

$159,900
This stunningly

beautiful brick home
with immaculate mill
work throughout the

home is one of a kind!
This gorgeous home

has 3 bedrooms and 3
bathrooms with plenty
of room for a family!
Located in a great

community near the
downtown historical

district of Russellville.
WILLODEAN

DAVIS
256-762-5671.

DAVIS REALTY &
ASSOC., INC.
256-332-9920.

1410 SCOTT AVENUE
RUSSELLVILLE

$89,900

MAKE AN OFFER!
3 BR, 3 BA

2,640 +/- SQ.FT.
DINING ROOM

EAT-IN KTCHEN
RECREATIONAL

ROOM
LAUNDRY ROOM

BASEMENT
1 CAR CARPORT

WILLODEAN
DAVIS

256-762-5671.
DAVIS REALTY &

ASSOC., INC.
256-332-9920.

581 CUBA RIDGE
ROAD 

$139,900

21+/- ACRES
3 BR, 1 BA
SUN ROOM

GREAT FRONT
PORCH TO WATCH
THE WORLD GO BY.

GREAT PASTURE
LAND, GARDEN

SPOT, BARN,
FENCED AND

CROSS-FENCED.
CITY WATER

GREAT LOCATION
ON PAVED ROAD.
THIS COULD BE
YOUR ESTATE,

RETIREMENT HOME,
FAMILY HOME,

“SCHOOL BUS AT
YOUR FRONT

DOOR.”

WILLODEAN
DAVIS

256-762-5671.
DAVIS REALTY &

ASSOC., INC.
256-332-9920.

1396 RAIL SPLITTER
RD, PHIL CAMPBELL

$189,900
5/6 BR, 5 BA

PRIVATE SETTING
23.5+/- ACRES,
LARGE FAMILY

ROOM
TALL CEILING
WONDERFUL
FIREPLACE,

LARGE KITCHEN,
HOME OFFICE,

GAME ROOMS ON
BOTH SIDES OF THE

HOUSE.
CALL WILLODEAN

DAVIS 256-762-5671.

HANDY MAN
will do Drywall,

Painting,
Plumbing,

Remodeling.
Very reasonable.
Call 256-320-3852
or 256-668-6202.

K&C CLEANING
SERVICE
Homes,

Construction
Cleanup, etc.

Call 256-320-3852
or 256-668-6202.

LOOKING FOR A
WRECKER
DRIVER.
MUST BE

DEPENDABLE
AND WILLING TO
WORK DAY OR

NIGHT, HOLIDAYS
AND WEEKENDS.

THIS IS A 24-
HOUR BUSINESS.
MUST APPLY IN

PERSON AT M&N
WRECKER

SERVICE, 11833
HIGHWAY 43

SOUTH,
RUSSELLVILLE.

TALK WITH JEFF.
NO PHONE

CALLS.
IN PERSON ONLY. 
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John Pilati
Franklin Free Press

With the ever-increasing number of online classified
transactions comes the increased concern for safety for
users of Craigslist and other sites.

According to safetradestations.com, 105 killings have
been linked to Craigslist through 2015. While the site
offers an important service, user safety should be of
paramount concern.

With that in mind, Russellville Police chief Chris
Hargett announced last week that the Russellville
Police Station is now a safe trade zone that can be used
by the public for online transactions.

“I was asked by some local residents to initiate the
program,” Hargett said. “We have cameras all around
the police department, and it creates a safer area for
transactions between buyer and seller. The public can
come any time and use the station as a meeting place
for online transactions.”

There’s no fee for using the police department as a
meeting place. It’s just a way for the parties to feel
more secure about not having problems meeting some-
one they may not know to exchange goods for money.

“There’s no need to contact us in advance or make
any reservation,” Hargett said. “We put up a small sign
to reserve a parking place for parties coming to meet at
the police department.”

Although Hargett said he didn’t recall any local rob-
beries relating to parties meeting for online transac-
tions, he said there have been a few instances where a
buyer paid for goods online and the seller did not show
up to deliver.

“The key is not to pay for anything until you meet
with the seller and actually see the item,” Hargett said.
“That way you don’t have to worry about it.

“There are so many scams out there today, especially

targeting the elderly. Sweepstakes are a popular one. If
you didn’t enter one, you’re not going to win one. You
never have to send money to pay taxes on winnings.”

There is a national registry of police stations that may
be used as meeting places for the public listed online at
www.safetradestations.com. 

“Anyone who’s not willing to meet at the police sta-
tion is likely not someone you’d want to do business
with anyway,” Hargett said.

According to SafeTrade, meetings between buyer and
seller should only be at a police station, sheriff’s office
or similar law enforcement facility. The parties should
meet only during daylight hours, unless the police
department has offered inside facilities 24 hours a day,
as they have in Russellville. 

If it’s not possible to meet at the station, like in the
case of buying a used car that isn’t running or the pur-
chase of a large piece of furniture, meet at the police
station to exchange and photocopy each others’ identi-
fication papers, such as drivers licenses. Email the
information to a friend, or to someone trusted and not
to yourself. If you’re selling at home, or going to some-
one’s home, never be outnumbered. Make sure you
have two or three people there, and let the other person
who is coming know you will have others with you.
There’s safety in numbers.

Always make sure the person who comes doesn’t go
anywhere on your property unescorted, not even to the
bathroom. And never let more than one group come to
your home at once to buy or sell.

The Russellville Police Department is located at 400
North Jackson Avenue in Russellville. The phone num-
ber is 256-332-2230.

“We know there are people out there looking to take
advantage of others,” Hargett said. “People have been
scammed in other areas. There’s definitely a need for
this service.”

Russellville PD a safe trade
zone for online transactions





Mike Self
Franklin Free Press

As soon as Shelton State finished off a 5-4 win over
Central Alabama on Saturday, May 13, Austin
Bohannon started to get that old familiar feeling.

Granted, this was Ozark, Alabama,
not Montgomery. It was the Alabama
Community College Conference
state tournament, not the Class 5A
state playoffs. But those minor dif-
ferences were merely details. The
things that really mattered were very
much the same.

Backs against the wall. Facing
elimination. Season on the line. Do or die.

Win, or go home.
“It was familiar,” said Bohannon, a freshman pitcher

Have a Sports
Story?
Mike Self, Executive Editor
franklinfreepress@yahoo.com
256.332.0255

Mike Self
Franklin Free Press

For the better part of this century, the SEC as a
football conference has been renowned for its
quality depth. The league was hailed as the
nation’s strongest not because it always produced
the single greatest team [though it often did] but
because of the sheer number of championship-cal-
iber teams it produced on a yearly basis.

From 1999 through 2014, no team managed to
repeat as SEC champion. Only five different
schools won the conference title during that span,
but nine schools made it to Atlanta and twelve
schools (all but Vanderbilt and Kentucky) had at
least one 10-win season.

The SEC has taken great pride in being a no-
holds-barred, survival-of-the-fittest, dog-eat-dog
world during an era when other, more top-heavy
[i.e. weaker] conferences were being ruled year in
and year out by powerhouse programs like USC,
Ohio State and Oklahoma. No such dynasties were
possible, fans claimed, in the SEC. There were
simply too many worthy challengers to the crown,
too many talented athletes, too many tough
teams—too much depth.

Not anymore.

Nick Saban and Alabama have conquered the
SEC, transforming a once-vibrant democracy into
a rigid autocracy—an oppressive form of rule in
which one entity wields virtually all of the power. 

Consider the facts:
•Alabama finished the 2016 season with a record

of 14-1. No other SEC team won 10 games, and
only two (Florida and Tennessee) managed to win
nine. It marked the first year since 2000 that only
one team in the conference reached double-figures
in wins.

•Including conference championship games,
Alabama has won 17 consecutive games against
SEC opponents, with an average margin of victory
of nearly 21 points. All but two of those 17 wins
have come by double-digits, and six of them have
come by at least 20 points.

•Alabama hasn’t lost a game against an SEC
East team in nearly seven years. Since falling 35-

See ‘GAP,’ page 18

Wide gap between
Tide, rest of SEC
only getting wider

SP  RTS
Russellville reunion

See ‘REUNION,’ page 14

RHS soccer teams split
with Madison Academy

FILE PHOTO
Rising senior Jesus Betancourt returns for
Russellville after a strong 2017 season in goal.

Kadin Pounders
Franklin Free Press

Preparation for 2018 is already under way for the
Russellville High School soccer teams. Both varsity
squads have been training so far this summer, and last
Friday the girls’ and boys’ teams gave fans a very early
preview of what to look forward to next season.

Last Friday night, Russellville hosted a summer
“friendly” against Madison Academy at Golden Tiger
Stadium. The girls’ game got the exhibition started at
5:30 p.m. 

Unlike the boys’ team, which participated in an exhi-
bition tournament in Florence on June 3, last Friday’s
matchup was the first chance for Russellville’s girls to
face competition this summer.

During the game, the Lady Golden Tigers found a few
opportunities to score, including a shot on goal by
returning striker Zayra Perez, but they could not get
past the Madison Academy keeper. Defensively, return-
ing goalkeeper Briana Ramirez made more than a few
impressive saves, but she could not keep the Lady
Mustangs out of the net forever.

At halftime, Russellville trailed 3-0 and eventually
fell 6-0 to the Lady Mustangs.

“It was super-hot out there for the girls, so they hung
in there and battled,” said Russellville head coach Trey
Stanford. “The girls played hard, but they have a long
way to go.”

Moving forward, Stanford said there are a few areas

See ‘SOCCER,’ page 17

Two former Golden
Tigers set to team up
again at Shelton State

Saban and Alabama have conquered
the SEC, transforming a once-vibrant

democracy into a rigid autocracy—an
oppressive form of rule in which one

entity wields virtually all of the power.

FILE PHOTO
Kitterman, who clinched Russellville’s second
state title in 2016 with a complete game win
at Riverwalk Stadium (above), is transferring
from Union University to Shelton, where he’ll
be reunited with Bohannon (inset).
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for the Buccaneers, who had lost their ACCC tourna-
ment opener 6-3 to Wallace-Dothan the previous day.
“It was just like being back in high school, when we
played in the state finals.”

One year earlier, Bohannon, then a senior at
Russellville High School, had rescued the Golden
Tigers with a career-defining performance in the 5A
state championship series against Faith Academy. The
Rams had routed Russellville 9-1 in Game 1, putting
the Golden Tigers’ hopes for a repeat in serious jeop-
ardy, but Bohannon brought them back from the brink
and evened the series with a two-hit shutout in Game 2,
a 3-0 win.

Last month in Ozark, it was that outing that immedi-
ately sprang to mind for Bohannon, a 6’4, 220-pound
left-hander who was due to start Shelton State’s next
game—another elimination affair against Snead State
the following day.

“Instantly. As soon as we won the game [against
Central Alabama], that’s what I was thinking about,”
Bohannon said. “I woke up that [Sunday] morning
about five o’clock and did a workout. We had a ten
o’clock game, but I was awake at five. I was already
thinking about the game.”

In a Montgomery frame of mind, Bohannon came
through yet again with the longest—and undoubtedly
the most clutch—outing of his brief college career. He
went the full nine innings against Snead, scattering nine
hits and allowing just two earned runs in a 7-4 win that
kept the Buccaneers’ season alive.

“We were playing with a chip on our shoulder,”
Bohannon said. “I just went out there and tried to keep
the momentum going and keep everybody in the game.
I don’t know how many strikeouts I had, but they were
putting the ball in play. Everybody was really active,
and our defense was making a lot of plays.

“We knew that could be our last game, so everybody
was playing really hard. I was just trying to make pitch-
es and miss barrels.”

Bohannon, in fact, finished with just three strikeouts,
but he only issued one walk and induced enough weak
contact with the late movement on his two-seam fast-
ball to get the job done. By day’s end, he had thrown a
career-high 136 pitches.

“And every single one of them was a two-seamer,”
Bohannon said. “I didn’t throw a single four-seamer.
No curveballs, no changeups. That was the only time
all year I did anything like that.”

It was also the only time all year that Shelton State
coach Bobby Sprowl called upon Bohannon to go nine
innings. Typically the Game 4 starter for the
Buccaneers in each of their conference series,
Bohannon was accustomed to pitching the second game
of a doubleheader—a seven-inning game. The chance
to go back out and take the ball for the eighth—and
then the ninth—was a treat for the freshman.

“It was awesome,” Bohannon said. “It felt like big-
league ball.”

Shelton went on to win two more games in Ozark
before its state tournament run ended with a loss to
Faulkner, but Bohannon’s gutsy complete game against
Snead was a fitting way for him to cap off a fine first
year at the college level. He finished his freshman sea-
son second on the team in innings pitched (57) and first
among the four starters in ERA (3.00), posting a 4-4
record in 12 starts.

“It went awesome,” said Bohannon, who allowed 50
hits, struck out 38 batters and walked 20 on the season.
“I went down there and fell in love with the game, just
playing and practicing every day. I had a pretty big role
on the pitching staff, got to be one of our starters and
ate up a lot of innings. It went as good as I could have
hoped for my freshman year.”

In the Buccaneers’ rotation this past season,
Bohannon pitched right behind fellow Russellville
graduate Jacob Green, who signed with Western

Kentucky earlier this month after a successful two-year
stint in Tuscaloosa. Bohannon need not fret, however;
another former Golden Tiger is on the way.

Austin Kitterman—who followed up Bohannon’s
Game 2 gem against Faith Academy in the 2016 state
finals with a complete game win of his own in the
Game 3 clincher—said on Sunday that he is transfer-
ring to Shelton State after a strong freshman season at
Union University. Like Bohannon (and like Green
before them), Kitterman hopes to use his time with
Sprowl and the Buccaneers as a springboard to a
Division One career.

“That’s the biggest thing for me—a chance to live out
my dream of playing Division One baseball,” said
Kitterman, who led the staff at Union and ranked in the
Top 10 in the Gulf South Conference this past season
with a 2.89 ERA. “I was at a great program. Union is a
great school and a great place, and I know people are
gonna be like, ‘Why would you leave?’ But there are a
lot of things that go into it.

“It’s really hard to explain. Some doors opened up,
and I prayed about it a lot. I feel like this is the best
thing for me. It felt like the right decision for me with
where I’m at in my life right now. Plus, having my best
friend there, too, doesn’t hurt. It’ll be fun. I’m excited.”

As a freshman at Union (a Division Two school in
Jackson, Tennessee), Kitterman established himself as
one of the top relievers in the GSC. He led the Bulldogs
with 28 appearances and finished third on the team with
62.1 innings pitched. He went 1-3 with three saves and
struck out 48 batters, walking just 18 and giving up 54
hits.

Kitterman made his college debut in Union’s season-
opener on February 4, holding Ouachita Baptist to one
earned run and two hits in four innings to earn the save
in a 7-4 win. A month later, he recorded his longest out-
ing of the season, holding Delta State to two earned
runs in six innings of solid relief in a 10-8 loss.

Kitterman’s best outing might have come on March
24, when he struck out seven batters and did not allow
an earned run in 3.2 innings of relief against West
Alabama. He picked up his first collegiate win on April
2 with 3.2 innings of scoreless relief against West
Florida, and one week later he held Lee University to
two hits and zero earned runs in 4.2 innings in a 6-5
win.

Heading into a mid-April series at home against
UNA, Kitterman had not allowed an earned run in his
last 17.2 innings. His lone appearance against the
Lions, however, did not go well: Seven runs and three
homers allowed in 2.1 innings in a 14-2 loss.

“I was riding a real high going into that weekend,”
Kitterman said. “[UNA] had offered me a scholarship
[coming out of high school], so it was like I was des-
tined to go out there and do great against them. That
didn’t happen. I made some really good pitches, and
they hit them really well. I made some bad pitches, and

they hit them out of the ballpark.
“It’s college baseball. If you make a bad pitch, they’ll

make you pay. Everybody can hit—that’s the reason
they’re there.”

To his credit, Kitterman regrouped and immediately
righted the ship, allowing just two earned runs on seven
hits and striking out 10 batters in 12 innings over his
final six appearances. The rough outing against UNA
was just a footnote to an otherwise excellent freshman
season.

“For me, honestly, that was the first bad outing I had,”
Kitterman said. “I was blessed that it came later on in
the season. At the same time, it frustrated me really bad.
I hate losing. I hate failing. It fired me up and made me
work. It made me put my nose back to the grind and go
back and work my tail off. I had to go back to basics
and figure out what I was doing wrong.

“I think I finished the season on a good note. If the
UNA series doesn’t happen, my freshman year looks a
lot better. But it happened, and I’m glad it happened. It
made me a better pitcher.”

Kitterman is also a different pitcher than he was at
Russellville—at least in one respect.

“Well, I throw side-arm now,” he said. “I’m about
three-quarters. I’m throwing my sinker, slider, change-
up—no fastball. I’m looking to disrupt timing. I’m still
a bulldog when I go out there. I’m still gonna give my
best effort every time. I’m still that same guy. I’m still
the most competitive person on the field.”

His new—and old—teammate at Shelton State might
give him a run for his money in that department.
Bohannon has already been working four or five days a
week this summer with trainer/pitching coach Jeff
Henry of Florence in an effort to add a few miles an
hour to his fastball, which typically sits in the 83-85
range.

“I really want to get my legs and core and my shoul-
der stronger,” Bohannon said, “so I can up my velocity.
I’d like to add velocity without losing movement.”

That natural late movement on his two-seamer (down
and away from right-handed batters) is what makes
Bohannon so tough to square up—even for college hit-
ters. He’s also adapted his secondary pitches, trading in
a slow, backdoor curve for a harder breaking ball with
“a little more bite to it” to try and generate a few more
swings and misses.

As Bohannon works on refining and improving each
of his pitches, he does so with the knowledge that he
won’t have to worry about which one to throw in a cer-
tain situation.

“Coach Sprowl calls pitches,” Bohannon said, “and
he knows when to throw what and what to throw who.
I’ve never seen anything like it. I just follow what he
tells me.”

Sprowl, who pitched in the major leagues before
embarking on a long and successful career as the head
coach at Shelton State, is renowned for his ability to
develop pitchers and prepare them for the next level—
a fact that wasn’t lost on Kitterman when he was
weighing his transfer options.

“He’s already known as one of the best—if not the
best—JUCO coaches in a long time,” Kitterman said of
Sprowl. “They had eight sophomores last year, and all
eight of those guys are going somewhere to play ball.
That’s his job, getting those guys to the next level.

“I think I can come in and have a big role and possi-
bly be a starter. Coach Sprowl can get me to wherever
I want to go. I was really impressed with the program
and the success he’s had there and the amount of guys
he’s got coming back.”

That includes Bohannon, who is already itching to
begin his second season in Tuscaloosa.

“I’m ready for it to start back,” he said on Sunday
afternoon. “I was talking to one of the guys on the team
today. I’ve never really missed practicing before, but
I’m ready to get back out there.”

“That’s the biggest thing for me—a chance
to live out my dream of playing Division

One baseball,” Kitterman said of his
decision to leave Union and join Bohannon
at Shelton State. “Some doors opened up,
and I prayed about it a lot. I feel like this is

the best thing for me. It felt like the right
decision for me with where I’m at in my life

right now. Plus, having my best friend
there, too, doesn’t hurt.”

“I’m ready for it to start back,” Bohannon
said on Sunday afternoon. “I was talking to

one of the guys on the team today. I’ve
never really missed practicing before, but

I’m ready to get back out there.”
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Former RHS standout signs with Western Kentucky
Mike Self
Franklin Free Press

After going 12-0 on the mound and leading
Russellville to its first-ever baseball state champi-
onship in 2015, Jacob Green knew exactly what he
wanted to do next: Become a Division One pitcher at
the college level.

He also knew he wasn’t quite ready.
“Coming out of high school, I had to be brutally hon-

est with myself, as far as what path would be best for
me,” said Green, a 6’3, 210-pound right-hander whose
breakout senior season with the Golden Tigers includ-
ed a 1.67 ERA and 107 strikeouts in 83.2 innings. “I
needed to develop so much more coming out of high
school. It was hard for me, but the JUCO route was the
best route for me.”

With that in mind, Green chose to head down to
Tuscaloosa and play at Shelton State Community
College, where long-time head coach Bobby Sprowl (a
former major leaguer and renowned pitching guru) had
built a well earned reputation for developing players—
especially pitchers—and sending them on to the next
level. Green, a power pitcher with an upper-80s fastball
and a wipeout slider, envisioned himself as the latest in
a long line of Sprowl success stories.

“As far as pitching goes,” Green said, “there’s
nobody around who knows the game as well as he does.
It was an honor to call him my coach and learn from
him. I just tried to be a sponge and soak up as much
information as I could.”

Green, who tossed a pair of shutouts against Etowah
and Alexandria during Russellville’s 2015 playoff run
and then beat Helena 4-1 in the clinching game at the

Class 5A state finals, took the les-
sons he learned from Sprowl and
applied them toward becoming a
more complete pitcher. This past sea-
son, his second at Shelton State, he
posted the second-best ERA (3.10)
among Buccaneer starters, striking
out 51 batters and allowing just 44
hits and 16 walks in 52.1 innings.
His best start of the year came on
April 24 at Calhoun when he struck out 10 in eight
innings while giving up only three hits and zero
earned runs in a 5-1 win.

Shortly after Shelton’s season ended in mid-May,
Green began weighing his options with regard to the
next step on his baseball journey. He ultimately chose
to sign with Western Kentucky, a Division One school
in Bowling Green and a member of Conference-USA.

“I’m so excited,” said Green, who also had talks with
Tennessee Tech, UAH, UNA, UAB and Jacksonville
State. “They had me up for a little visit. I threw to some
live batters, and they showed me around the campus
and everything. They gave me an offer, and almost
instantly I knew that’s where my heart was. I thought it

would be a really good fit for me, so I jumped on it.
“My heart was set on Western Kentucky after I went

up there. It’s a beautiful place, and I thought I would fit
in with their program really well. That was another big
thing for me.”

On Sunday afternoon, Green reflected on his road to
becoming a Division One pitcher, and how sometimes
the best path toward reaching your goals isn’t necessar-
ily the shortest one.

“Going to Shelton and spending those two years with
Coach Sprowl, I really think he developed me into the
pitcher I am today,” said Green, who will have two
years of eligibility with the Hilltoppers. “He’s fantastic.
It’s been a blessing. I really think going to Shelton was
a great move for me. I have zero regrets about going
there. It was perfect for me.”

Green’s growth as a pitcher over the past two years
has included the addition of a couple of ticks to his fast-
ball, which now sits in the 88-91 range and can reach
92 or 93 when the situation calls for it. He also said that
his slider, the pitch responsible for the vast majority of
the 40 strikeouts he racked up in five starts for
Russellville during that epic 2015 playoff run, has
improved. Pure stuff aside, though, Green has learned
how to navigate his way through a college lineup—
when to throttle back, and when to reach for a little bit
extra.

“I kind of try to save some in the tank,” he said. “You
never know when you’re gonna be in a tight spot and
have to dig deep and make a few pitches. It’s been a
part of my game here, to keep a little bit in my tank.
Throughout a start, you might need to make a pitch here
or add velocity on a certain batter, or something like

Jacob Green

“It’s a dream come true,” Green said of
becoming a Division One pitcher. “This is

one of the things you envision yourself
doing your entire life. Then you get to a
point where you’re like, ‘Am I gonna be

able to do this?’ For it to be upon me now,
being able to fulfill my dream, it’s an

awesome feeling. I’m almost speechless.”

See ‘GREEN,’ page 17



The trappings of success

COURTESY PHOTO
The Waterfall Valley Trap team recently competed in the Alabama State Shoot near
Montgomery. They shot 953/1000 targets and won the Junior Division state championship.
They also won numerous individual trophies. Team members pictured above (L to R) are
Jake James (Cherokee), Lane Lawson (Muscle Shoals), Turner Collum (Russellville), Andrew
Wood (Russellville) and Tyler Biddle (Russellville). The team is coached by Anthony Hester.
All of the boys attend Covenant Christian School.
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that. That’s something I take a lot of pride in, being able to up my game on com-
mand.

“That’s one thing Coach Sprowl taught us.”
The ability to pace himself through longer games at the college level is another

valuable lesson Green picked up at Shelton, one that he had already begun learning
from head coach Chris Heaps and pitching coach Eli Fuller while still with the
Golden Tigers.

“Russellville got me ready for that,” Green said of pitching a nine-inning game
instead of seven. “The coaching staff there prepared me for that, just learning to keep
my pitch count down and getting after guys, controlling the game. So when I started
with the nine-inning stuff, it was almost like, ‘Okay, I’ve got a little bit of experience
with how this is gonna work.’

“The Russellville coaching staff and the guys there did a phenomenal job prepar-
ing me to make that next step. I would not have been close to ready for that if it was-
n’t for them.”

Now, with Western Kentucky on the horizon and his goal of becoming a Division
One pitcher in hand, Green is ready to make yet another step in his baseball career—
a career that he hopes is nowhere near being finished.

“Oh, it’s a dream come true,” Green said. “This is one of the things you envision
yourself doing your entire life. Then you get to a point where you’re like, ‘Am I
gonna be able to do this?’ For it to be upon me now, being able to fulfill my dream,
it’s an awesome feeling. I’m almost speechless. It’s awesome.

“But I haven’t scratched off all my goals yet. I’d really like to be drafted and have
a chance to play professional baseball. I think with another year or two to develop,
that’s a huge possibility for me.”

that the Lady Golden Tigers need to
focus on as the team continues its sum-
mer training.

“We really have to work on footwork
this summer,” he said. “The girls’ post
touch, their speed and agility, overall
movement of the ball and without the
ball are four areas that we really need to
emphasize a lot this summer.”

But while the technical areas need
work, Stanford said the girls’ commit-
ment and mental toughness during the
game was encouraging.

“Overall, I was impressed with effort,”
he said. “It was, like, a hundred degrees,
and they kept playing. Nobody com-
plained about how hot it was, other than
me, and I was impressed with that.”

Following the girls’ game, the defend-
ing Class 4A-5A, Area 16 champion
boys took the field. Though the heat was
not as much of a factor for the boys as it
was for the girls, the Golden Tigers still
faced a challenge in Madison Academy.

The Mustangs were stubborn and
physical on defense, allowing the
Golden Tigers a few chances throughout
the game but never an easy goal.

At halftime [the matches were played
like normal 80-minute matches with the
exception of a 10-minute heat break dur-
ing each half], Russellville led 1-0. 

The lone first-half goal came from ris-
ing senior Andy Alonso who, off a give-
and-go pass, received the ball back from
a teammate on the right side of the net.
With just a moment to make his calcula-
tion, and from about 15 yards away,
Alonso smashed the ball past the keeper
and into the left back corner of the net.

Alonso scored another impressive goal
in the second half. This time the 30-goal
scorer from last season leapt between the
goalkeeper and another defender to head
in a perfectly crossed ball from Esvin
Mateo. Alonso’s second goal capped the
scoring and secured the 2-0 win for
Russellville.

Although the result was different, the
Russellville boys, like the girls, still have
plenty to work on and improve. This
summer, the key for the Golden Tigers is
building teamwork and trust on a team
with a mix of returning veterans and new
faces, while simultaneously working to
improve technique and skill.

“As they’re playing together, they will
be growing to know each other,”
Stanford said. “A lot of the new kids we
have on our team don’t know our return-
ing players that well, and they have to
trust each other.

“We had several times throughout the
game that the younger kids didn’t quite
know where they should be, which is the
lack of playing and lack of practice with
our team and learning how we do
things.”

Communication on the pitch, another
issue that Stanford stressed throughout
the game last Friday, should improve
over time, but passing is also a key area
that the second-year head coach will
continue to emphasize this summer.

“Our first touches need to be better and
much more controlled,” Stanford said.
“We have to improve our quick, one-
touch passes, and we have got to get bet-
ter at movement without the ball so we
can make the quicker one-touch passes.”

That said, Stanford has seen improve-
ment in those areas in just the last few
weeks.

“I absolutely think the boys passed the
ball better [against Madison Academy]
than when we played the first exhibitions
at Florence,” he said. “I think we will get
better as the summer goes along and as
they start to gel with each other and learn
how to play with each other.”

Russellville’s boys were set to host
Florence in an exhibition game on
Tuesday, June 20. The Golden Tiger
guys and girls have two other exhibition
games scheduled on June 22 at home
versus Tanner and June 24 at Tanner.
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21 at South Carolina in October of 2010, Alabama has won 17 straight games
against the East (again, conference championship games included).

•Alabama has won the last three SEC championship games by an aggregate score
of 125-44, joining Florida (1993-96) as the only programs to win at least three con-
ference titles in a row since the league went to divisional play in 1992.

•Alabama has won a total of 64 games over the past five seasons, 16 more than
any other SEC team. Georgia is second over the past five years with 48 wins.

•Alabama has turned its chief rivalries into distinctly one-sided affairs, winning
ten straight meetings with Tennessee (last loss in 2006), six straight with LSU (last
loss in 2011), six straight with Florida (last loss in 2008), and three straight and
seven of nine with Auburn. The Tide also has streaks of 21 straight wins versus
Vanderbilt (last loss in 1984), ten straight versus Arkansas (last loss 2006), nine
straight versus Mississippi State (last loss 2007), six straight versus Kentucky (last
loss 1997), four straight versus Texas A&M (last loss 2012) and three straight ver-
sus Georgia (last loss 2007).

Granted, Alabama has twice met its match on the national stage (Ohio State in
the 2014 semifinals, Clemson in last year’s epic title game), but the Tide are thus
far the only SEC team to make the College Football Playoff, which is now three
years old. Other flagship programs like Georgia and LSU have parted ways with
highly successful, long-time coaches, while Saban [who is now a mind-boggling
119-19 in ten seasons in Tuscaloosa, with five SEC titles and four national titles]
just keeps signing top-rated recruiting classes and multi-year contract extensions.

Seemingly, there’s no end in sight. Take a look at Alabama’s 2017 conference
schedule, and try to find a legitimate challenge prior to November.

Ole Miss at home on September 30? Please. The Rebels may have beaten Bama
in 2014 and 2015 and then squandered a big early lead last season in Oxford, but
the other shoe has officially dropped on Hugh Freeze and company.

At Texas A&M on October 7? Not likely. The Aggies have no quarterback, no
defense and a coach planted firmly on the hot seat.

Tennessee at home on October 21? Seriously? The Vols had Josh Dobbs, Derek
Barnett and home-field advantage last year, and Alabama beat them by 39 points.

The Tide’s SEC streak should be sitting comfortably at 22 straight wins when
LSU comes calling on November 4. The Tigers have a new offensive coordinator
but the same old problems at quarterback. Alabama, meanwhile, has the reigning
SEC Offensive Player of the Year at quarterback in Jalen Hurts, plus a passel of
new recruits that includes three blue-chip players from LSU’s own backyard. Ed
Orgeron and company are going to have a tough time beating the Tide in
November if they can’t start winning a few more battles in early February.

Finally, there’s the Iron Bowl at Auburn on November 25, which could potential-
ly decide the SEC West. If a new offensive coordinator (northwest Alabama native
Chip Lindsey) and a new quarterback (Baylor transfer Jarrett Stidham) can revive a
dormant passing attack, the Tigers should pose the most serious threat to
Alabama’s bid for a fourth consecutive conference crown.

But make no mistake about it—with the top safety tandem in the country, an
experienced offensive line, an embarrassment of riches at running back and a more
seasoned Hurts running the show, Alabama looks like a good bet to be the first
team to go 8-0 in SEC play in back-to-back years since…well, Alabama, in 2008
and 2009.

Not surprisingly, the greatest threat to the Tide’s dynasty down the road could be
Georgia, where former Alabama defensive coordinator Kirby Smart is already
crushing it in recruiting as the Bulldogs’ second-year head coach.

Whether it’s Georgia or Tennessee or Florida or Auburn or LSU, one of the
league’s perennial contenders is bound to regain its footing at some point and top-
ple the Tide. For now, though, the SEC is Alabama’s world.

Everybody else is just living in it.
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