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ALMADEN AAA 
CUBS LITTLE LEAGUE
WINS DISTRICT 12
TOURNAMENT OF
CHAMPIONS – P4

Pedestrian walk
way and bike 
tunnel to be built
at Almaden Lake
Park under
Coleman Road

By William Bellou
Publisher

More than a million
dollars will be allo-
cated to build a

pedestrian and bike cross-
ing beneath Coleman Road
on the west end of Almaden
Lake Park.

The City Council ap-
proved the $1.1M project
during its June 6 meeting.
The project is being funded
by the city park trust and a
grant from the Santa Clara
Valley Water District.

Starting at the Almaden
Lake parking lot, the project
includes the construction of
a 600-foot-long, 12-foot-
wide asphalt concrete trail
that passes under Coleman
along the west bank of Lake
Almaden. The trail ends at
the Almaden Expressway
and Coleman intersection.  

This project was pro-
posed during San Jose City
Councilmember Johnny
Khamis’ first year on the
city council.  “I am excited
to create an opportunity for
residents to access Alma-
den Lake Park without hav-
ing to cross the busy Cole-
man Avenue and Almaden
Expressway intersection.”

Currently, pedestrians
travel north on Almaden
Expressway to the Guad-
alupe River Trail on the east
side of the lake.

Construction is sched-
uled to start the first week
of July and is expected to be
completed near the end of
2017. 

Helping children through connecting them with horses through Victory
Ranch is Doug Hutten’s calling.

By Lorraine Gabbert
Senior Staff Writer

Sometimes a person is
lucky enough to be able to
pursue his passion. Some-

times he is generous enough to
share it with others. Doug
Hutten is one such person.
Through Victory Ranch, Hutten
shares the healing and magical
bond between people and hors-
es he experiences with those in
need. 

Victory Ranch, a 501(c)3 non-
profit, serves children receiving
social services and counseling,
with behavioral or psychologi-
cal disorders, or awaiting adop-
tion or foster parents. Hutten’s
Kids and Horses Education
Program is a 5-week/10-session
program designed to improve
self-confidence, social and com-
munication skills, personal
achievement and teamwork.
Program graduates, known as
Buckaroos, often return as vol-
unteers, demonstrating newly
acquired self-esteem and leader-
ship skills while taking on more

responsibilities.
“Being involved with the

horses and getting to work with
them is really fun,” says volun-
teer Kate Mallison. “Getting to
see kids light up and come out
of their shells when they’re
around horses is really cool.
The program is a great way to
make riding available to people
it might not be available to, and
just having a connection with
horses is really special.” 

Sophia Larocca, who has vol-
unteered at the ranch for more
than a year, says that Hutten has
taught her everything she
knows about horses from
behavior to tacking. “Every day
I learn something new,” she
says. “You never stop learning
with horses.” Larocca has wit-
nessed the children’s growth
through the program. 

“Kids come here shy and
scared of the horses,” she says.
“Horses are such big animals
and they’re so little… but they
warm up to you and the horses, 

See VICTORY, page 19

By William Bellou
Publisher

We all know fireworks
are illegal in San Jose,
so why not celebrate

the nation’s Independence Day
at Almaden Lake Park on July 4
and witness a spectacular safe
professional fireworks show
with family and the community.

This event is provided pre-
dominately by private monies
from sponsors each year.  Among
the many sponsors this year, two
local major sponsors are Skip’s
Tires and Salvatore Caruso
Design. 

This year’s Festi-
val features local
band, Snarky Cats
led by George No-
wicki, local magi-
cian, Pete E. Magic
and local radio sta-
tion KRTY. Food
Trucks and booths
include Falafel Fresh
& Gyros; Rills Hung-
arian; Los Jarochos Grill; Gold
Rush Eatery; Sweet Rendezvous;
Dippin Dots and Almaden Valley
Kiwanis. Numerous festival booths
include Write a Letter to a Sol-
dier and kids activities among

others.
The Fun Festival

begins at 3 p.m.
with the fireworks
getting underway at
approximately 9:15
p.m. The festivities
are completely free
to the public. Car-
pooling and public
transit is encouraged. 

No alcohol, No pets, No barbe-
ques and No illegal fireworks are
allowed in the park for this
event. Rules will be enforced;
absolutely no exceptions. 

Grab a Frisbee, bring a blanket

for comfort and a flashlight for
safety and celebrate the 241st
Birthday of this great nation-
United States of America. 

Volunteers are encouraged to
help on Monday, July 3rd (set
up), Tuesday, July 4th (event
day), and Wednesday, July 5th
(clean up). 

Almaden Lake Park is located
at 6099 Almaden Expressway
San Jose. 

For more information or to vol-
unteer, contact Denelle Fedor at
denelle.fedor@sanjoseca.gov  or
visit www.sjd10.com/4th-of-july-
annual-event-.html

Celebrate Fourth of July at Almaden Lake Park

NO NEIGH-SAYER Healing happens here
through horses’ help
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ValleyCurrents
cur-rent (adj.) Present, topical, timely, newsworthy. (n.) Movement in a definite direction, a flow.
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Cubs defeat Lincoln
Glen and Saratoga in
the championship game

By Nick Blozan
Special to the Times

The Almaden AAA Cubs
capped off an amazing
season by decisively win-

ning the Minor League Califor-
nia District 12 Tournament of
Champions (TOC).

The Cubs, 13-3 in the regular
season, defeated the Giants,
Tigers and Astros in the
Almaden playoffs to earn the
birth into the TOC.  

The TOC features the best
team from every little league in
District 12, and as the host, all
the games were played at the
Almaden Little League baseball
fields at Greystone Park.  

The first TOC game featured
the battle for Almaden
supremacy when the Cubs
defeated the Almaden D-Backs
5-2 in a tight contest.  The Cubs
then demolished Lincoln Glen
14-1 and soundly defeated
Saratoga 9-3 in the champi-
onship game.

Playoff highlights included
commanding pitching perform-
ances from the Cubs Ace, Kyle
Jackson, who had three wins
with a 2.47 ERA and 15 strike-
outs.  

Riley Coddington also
pitched incredibly well with a
playoff ERA of 0.00 and 15
strikeouts. The dominant pitch-
ing staff got support from the

amazing catching crew of Noah
Smith and Robert Zettler, who
combined, allowed only one
passed ball during the three-
game TOC. And they were

backed by a solid defense
which was anchored by Alex
Aguerria and Chris Contini.
Thad Woodley, Donovan
Haynes and Dreyton Johnson
all made important put outs to
stop the other team from scor-
ing at crucial times during
games while Eric Park, Aidan
Johnson played key roles on
defense.

The offense was fueled by
great hitting up and down the
lineup including six players
with batting averages over 500
featuring Coddington (.636) and
Jackson (.500) plus Jack Blozan
(.692), Chris Contini (.538),
Alex Aguerria (.588) and
Dreyton Johnson (.545). 

"We were blessed with a ded-
icated group of boys who were
willing to put in the hard work
it takes to succeed,” said Pete
Contini, Manager of the Cubs.
"The Cubs scored 58 runs and
only allowed 13 during the
playoffs and every single player
got multiple hits and scored at
least once during our playoff
run.  Most importantly this
team is not only made up of
great baseball players, but they
are amazing boys who care
about each other.  I look forward
to seeing what they will accom-
plish in the future."

CHAMPIONS: Pictured with the District 12 Tournament of Champions banner
are: Players--Robert Zettler, Thaddeus Woodley, Jack Blozan, Chris Contini,
Noah Smith, Riley Coddington, Dreyton Johnson, Donovan Haynes, Alex
Aguerria, Eric Park and Kyle Jackson. Coaches--Joey Coddington, Nick
Blozan and Manager Pete Contini. Not pictured--Aidan Johnson.

Almaden AAA Cubs Little League wins
District 12 Tournament of Champions 

The San Jose Police Department is
reminding residents that the use of
any fireworks within the San Jose's

city limits is illegal. 
Officers will be proactively patrolling

neighborhoods to enforce all laws against
the use of fireworks, including locations
that in the past have been focal points of
large-scale fireworks.

The fireworks ban applies to all types of
fireworks, including large bottle rockets,
roman candles, firecrackers,  even ‘spark-

lers’ that are usually reserved for younger
children. 

Sparklers can reach over 1,000 degrees
Fahrenheit. They account for 50 percent
of fireworks-related injuries to children
under the age of five and 10 percent of
fireworks-related injuries overall.

Nationally, there are twice the number
of fires during July's fireworks use and
thousands of injuries, particularly for
children ages five to 14. 

Last year, the City Council approved

higher fines for the sale, use, possession,
or storage of fireworks. The fines for fire-
works-related violations are $500 for a
first violation, $700 for a second viola-
tion, and $1,000 for a third violation. 

The city increases its enforcement
efforts during the 4th of July holiday.

The use of illegal fireworks can be
reported  by calling  3-1-1, 408-277-8900,
or report the address online at: www.san-
joseca.gov/fireworks.

Reminder: Fireworks are illegal in San Jose
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330 Daisy Dr.
(Represented Seller)

This beautiful home in the Palmia
Community has 4 Bedrooms, 3 Bathrooms,

2,484 Sq. Ft. on a 4,100 Sq. Ft. Lot. This
home has custom closets, custom built in

plantation shutters with a fully landscaped
backyard and a gazebo.

1297 Salvatore Ct.
(Represented Seller)

This meticulously maintained Almaden home
was one of six homes sold by The chiavettas
this month. This 6 Bedrooms, 3 Bathrooms,

2,642 Sq. Ft. on an 8,091 Sq. Ft. Lot has a stun-
ning backyard and entertaining area with an

inviting swimming pool and elevated spa. 

788 N. 18th St. 
(Represented Seller)

This charming home is in a prime location in
downtown San Jose. It has 2 Bedrooms, 1

Bathroom, 992 Sq. Ft. on a 5,625 Sq. Ft. Lot with
dual pane windows, laminate flooring through-
out and recessed lighting in the kitchen. It is 2
miles from the new Google and Bart station.

1318 Hillcrest Dr.
(Represented Buyer/Seller)

Entertainer’s paradise has this spectacular
golf course views with 5 Bedrooms, 3

Bathrooms, 2,921 Sq. Ft. on a 9,800 Sq. Ft.
Lot. It has home features that include a chefs
kitchen and a backyard complete with pool,
in-ground trampoline, and mini sports field.

6979 Hollow Lake
(Represented Buyer)

This luxurious custom built 5,744 Sq Ft.
Almaden valley home has 6 Bedrooms, 5/1

Bathrooms on a 1.037 Acres Lot. It has beautiful
panoramic valley views from nearly every win-
dow as well as level backyard with pave stone
walkways. The Chiavettas were excited to have
represented this buyer for this luxurious home.

876 N. 8th Street
(Represented Buyer/Seller)

This Santa Clara County home has 3
Bedrooms, 2.01 Bathrooms, 1,376 Sq. Ft. on

a 1,646 Sq. Ft. Lot. The Chiavettas ended the
month of June by closing 876 N. 8th Street.

Their record setting 6 sales this month is
one of there best months to date. 
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Times Community News

By Kevin Larsen
Times staff writer

Deric Phan, DDS is a well respect-
ed among residents of Almaden
Valley because of his passion for

the community and his support of local
schools.

Phan and his staff at Almaden Valley's
Surfside Kids Dental Office, donated more
than $15,000 last year to local schools.

Phan, who attended Almaden schools,
continually gives back to the communi-
ty, not only to the schools, but also
donates to community events, such as
the Almaden Art & Wine Festival. 

Pham considers Almaden to be the
best place to grow up and raise a family
so he ensures that only the very best
doctors, equipment, technology and
techniques are used at his dental office.
He wants the best for all of his friends,
neighbors, and families in Almaden.  

Whether your child is visiting the
office for a routine cleaning or an
appointment or there to tackle a sugar
bug, Phan's dental office ensures that
the needs of children is being met on an
individual basis. The caring pediatric
dentist and knowledgeable staff under-
stand that, at times, anxiety can come to
children with just the thought of seeing
a dentist. 

Dental office theme
The theme of Surfside Kids Dental

Office is that of visiting a beach and hav-
ing a relaxing time. A few of the reviews
on the Yelp website state that there's a
TV in the ceilings so that makes teeth
cleaning more fun!  There are also ipads
that provide entertainment for children
while they visit. The following comment
says it all and reminds us about the
importance of dental offices, “Dr. Pham
has treated my daughters for over ten
years and has given them both the most
beautiful smile!”  

Easing a child's fears  
Surfside's staff is caring empathetic,

which eases the fear of going to a den-
tist. They offer movies to watch and
communicate with children and parents
so they know what to expect from the
bringing to end of any process or

appointment.  Kids report the interior of
the dental office is "cool," which makes
visits to the office a comfortable experi-
ence.

Phan was asked when should a child
first be seen for a checkup?  "Parents
should bring their child for a dental
check when the first tooth appears, or no
later than a child's first birthday," he
said. "The checkup can help prevent
future dental problems."

Orthodontic services also available 
While many dentists often recom-

mend an orthodontist for their clients,
you don't have to leave the Surfside Kids
Dental Office because both dental tech-
nicians and orthodontist operate in the
same office. 

"Having orthodontists  on staff is an
important benefit to families, because
the information is communicated
instantly among staff resulting in the
best recommended treatment and proce-
dures," said Phan. "Orthodontics is
much more than just the straightening of
teeth. It’s a specialized branch of dental
care that also focuses on jaw structure
and function. Our orthodontists also
specialize in correcting dental issues
which are unique to children." 

Phan explained that each of Surfside's
dentists have undergone years of spe-
cialized training to provide top-notch
pediatric dental care. Their certifica-
tions require additional years of training
which focus on the psychology of chil-
dren in order  to help kids overcome
stress related to dental visits. They also
receive specialized training covering the
ways kids’ faces develop as they transi-
tion from having baby teeth to adult
teeth. All of our pediatric dental special-
ists are educated in the practice of treat-
ing special-needs children and the prop-
er administration of medication to chil-
dren.

Editor's note: For more information
regarding the new Almaden Valley dental
office location, visit: surfsidekidsdental.
com/almaden-valley, or call 408.400.
3577. The office is located at 6942
Almaden Expressway, San Jose, CA
95120

DONATES $15,000 TO LOCAL SCHOOLS

Dentist opens new Almaden office
because he cares deeply about
the community and local schools 

Dr. H. Derick Phan attended Leland High School where he was a star volleyball player and track and
field athlete. Above right: Some of the relaxing beach themeing in the office.
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Times Community News

By Johnny Khamis
Special to the Times

For those of you who have had
trouble keeping up on all of the
action at City Council, I thought

you might want to know about some of
the things we have approved recently.
First up is the annual budget. 

The new Fiscal Year begins on July 1
and after several months of community
input that followed the Mayor’s March
Budget Message, Mayor Liccardo put
forth his June Budget
Message, laying out a $3.2
billion spending plan for
the City, which was
approved unanimously.
This becomes the spending
plan for July 1, 2017-June
30, 2018. I am happy to
report that the message got
us very close to the goal of
$75 million that I sought
for pavement maintenance,
with $74 million commit-
ted to paving and sealing
City streets. 

The plan also sets aside
$2 million to begin the
process of planning for the
widening of Branham Lane between
Snell Avenue and Vistapark Drive to
make the width consistent with
Branham on the other side of Snell.  I
have been advocating for safety
improvements for this area given the
161 accidents that have happened
along this stretch of road through
January 2017. 

Finally, the budget
also includes money
to increase mainte-
nance at City parks.
Park maintenance is a
huge concern for resi-
dents in District 10
and throughout the
City, and Mayor
Liccardo included
$3.4 million in addi-
tional park mainte-
nance funding.

In addition to the
City budget, progress
has been made on a
number of other initia-
tives I have champi-
oned, as well. We
began the process for
developing up to 41
units of affordable,
supportive housing, in
partnership with Eden
Housing, at Gallup Drive and Mesa
Drive. I’ve requested that any develop-
ment include a much-needed commu-
nity room for the residents of the
Hoffman-Via Monte neighborhood.

The City Council approved the
Guadalupe River Trail Master Plan and
environmental clearance to allow for
the development of a continuous recre-

ational and bicycle commute trail from
Almaden to downtown, connecting the
Los Alamitos Trail to the Guadalupe
Trail. I worked with the Parks
Department on this project throughout
my first term and gained support from
then-Councilmember Liccardo, then-
Councilmember Oliverio, and
Councilmember Rocha to fund the
development of the Master Plan. The
Council also approved the Coleman
Avenue undercrossing that will com-

plete the path for a full cir-
cuit around Almaden
Lake, and for connecting to
the Guadalupe River trail
system without having to
cross at the busy Coleman
and Almaden Expressway
intersection.

In a public-safety-related
action I brought forward,
the Council voted to sup-
port State legislation to
change how former prison-
ers that are on supervised
release are treated after
they violate their parole
the third time, AB 1408
(Calderon). This legisla-

tion is supported by law enforcement
and victim’s rights groups and gives
police and prosecutors new tools to
combat crimes by repeat offenders. AB
1408 has passed the State Assembly
and is awaiting action in the State
Senate. I encourage you to contact your
State Senator if you’d like to encourage
the passage of AB 1408.

Finally, action was
taken by the City
Council to approve a
“smart” streetlights
project to convert
1,000 streetlights to
LED. A Council major-
ity approved this proj-
ect, but I could not, in
good conscience, sup-
port a project using
controller units that
could collect video or
audio data on resi-
dents unless we first
have a data privacy
policy in place. I will
continue to advocate
for a data privacy poli-
cy at upcoming oppor-
tunities. 

It’s been a busy year
at City Council, but a
very rewarding one,

with projects that I’ve been working on
since I began serving as your
Councilmember finally moving for-
ward! For some of these items, like trail
connections, approval of a plan by the
City Council is just the starting point. I
ask you to remain engaged to ensure
that these long-term projects make it
across the finish line.

Recent council action explained,
local initiatives set in motion

District 10
Report

Johnny Khamis,
City Councilmember

We began the process
for developing up to 
41 units of affordable,
supportive housing, in
partnership with Eden
Housing, at Gallup Drive
and Mesa Drive. I’ve
requested that any
development include a
much-needed community
room for the residents of
the Hoffman-Via Monte
neighborhood.
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Times Local News

"A Day in Paris" event attracted
more than 140 Almaden seniors.

The themed dinner and music
venue, held on June 10, included
a fabulous gourmet dinner of
chicken cordon bleu with side
dishes prepared by the Almaden
seniors kitchen crew. 

Sons of Jubal, a Christian stage
band, performed many of the big
band tunes made popular in the
40's and 50's.  The band also plays
traditional ballroom dance music. 

Editor’s note; The Sons of
Jubal will be preforming at the
San Jose Jazz Summer Fest in
August. To learn more about
their “upcoming gigs” just web
search, Sons of Jubal

Luxury home
sales in Silicon
Valley rise in May

By Sean Eastwood
Times staff writer

The Silicon Valley luxury home
market saw a gain in total sales in
May year-over-year and a gain in
the average sales price from last
month, according to a new report

by Coldwell Banker Residential
Brokerage.

Total sales in May totaled 785
residential properties priced $1
million and higher, a 14 percent
increase from 688 sales in May
2016.

The median price for luxury
properties sold in May rose to
$1,475,000 from $1,450,000,  an
increase of 1.7 percent. The data
is based on sales transactions
recorded in Santa Clara County
by the Multiple Listing Service. 

“The Silicon Valley housing
market continued an upward
trend throughout the month of
May with no signs of slowing
down,” said Mike James, presi-
dent of Coldwell Banker
Residential Brokerage. “Not only
are luxury homes selling at a
higher volume, but they’re sell-
ing for well above asking price
and in an even shorter time
frame compared to this time last
year.” 

Sales in the upper end of the
market also experienced gains.
Of the luxury home sales in May,
67 were of homes priced $3 mil-
lion and higher, compared to 62 a
year ago.

The Sons of Jubal perform at “A Day in Paris.”

Almaden ‘A Day in Paris’
dinner well attended
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SAN JOSE ALMADEN
1096 BLOSSOM HILL ROAD, SUITE 200   408.448.4488

PLEASANTON $2,299,888
6 BR 4 BA Kottinger Ranch Beauty custom built
home. Backyard is entertainers delight with pool,
built in BBQ, deck & grass area.
Bimla Sabhlok, 
CalBRE #00939221 
408.807.6492

MOUNTAIN VIEW $1,339,000
3 BR 2.5 BA Tastefully updated, professionally
cleaned, staged, 2-level townhouse. Close to
downtown shopping, restaurants & transportation.
Steve Coan, 
CalBRE #01258637 
408-234-8700

CENTRAL SAN JOSE $1,299,000
4 BR 2 BA BEAUTIFUL Shasta/Hanchett neighbor-
hood. Magnificent tree lined street close to The
Alameda. Perfect mix of OLDE WORLD CHARM.
Robyn McKeon Powers, 
CalBRE #01378342 
408-582-3785

CAMPBELL $1,185,000
4 BR 2.5 BA Gardeners Paradise! The front and the
backyards are fashioned into beautiful garden.
Abundant with fruit trees, vegetables, & flowers.
Bill Robertson, 
CalBRE #01362607 
408-314-7070

BLOSSOM VALLEY $570,000
2 BR 1 BA Spacious Ground Level Condo! light and
airy living/dining room, refresh painting throughout,
wood plantation shutters, & A/C
Twilynn Collins, 
CalBRE #01801598 
408-460-9164

CAMBRIAN $849,000
3 BR 2 BA Ideal home in a great location.
Spacious Living room w/ recess lighting! Beautiful
updated kitchen!
Faranak Niazmandi, 
CalBRE #01766134
408-832-6499
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Children’s Musical Theater
San Jose is presenting The
Hunchback of Notre

Dame directed by CMT Artistic
Director Kevin Hauge at the
Montgomery Theater. July 28 –
August 6.

CMT San Jose is one of the
first amateur companies to
receive the rights to The
Hunchback of Notre Dame and
the first local theater to produce
it. As with all CMT Mainstage
productions, multiple casts
rotate during the run of the
show and for Hunchback 112
performers ages 14-20 will take
the stage.

Numerous graduating seniors
and college students returned to
CMT to do this summer produc-
tion, representing Boston
Conservatory, NYU, Pace, Ford-

ham, Malloy, University of Tex-
as, Redlands and Syracuse the-
ater programs.

The Hunchback of Notre
Dame is based on the Victor
Hugo novel and the Disney ani-

mated film. The sweeping story
begins at the stately cathedral in
15th century Paris where Quas-
imodo, the lonely bell-ringer, is
held captive in his tower. He is
enchanted by the kind and
beautiful gypsy girl Esmeralda,
but he has two rivals for her
attention—one of whom is his
devious keeper, Frollo, who will
stop at nothing to have what he
wants. Complete with a power-
ful Oscar-nominated score, this
epic and unforgettable love
story redefines what it means
to be a hero.

The CMT San Jose artistic
team for The Hunchback of
Notre Dame joining Kevin Hauge
includes Ian Leonard (CMT
alum), LA-based Choreographer
Kelly Connolly (Sweeney Todd,
Rent and American Idiot for

CMT), Vocal Director Mason Ki-
mont (CMT alum), and Musical
Director Amie Jan (veteran of
numerous CMT productions).

Schedule
The Performance schedule for

The Hunchback of Notre Dame
playing July 28-August 6 at The
Montgomery Theatre (271
Market Street in San Jose) is: 

Friday, July 28 at 7 p.m.;
Saturday, July 29 at 2 and 7
p.m.; Sunday, July 30 at 1 and 6
p.m.; Thursday, August 3 at 7
p.m.; Friday, August 4 at 7 p.m.;
Saturday, August 5 at 2 and 7
p.m.; Sunday, August 6 at 1 p.m.

There is also a special student
matinee presented on Friday
July 28 at 10:00 a.m. Tickets are
on sale at www.cmtsj.org or by
calling 408-288-5437.   Tickets
for The Hunchback of Notre
Dame range in price from $20-
25 and are on sale now at
www.cmtsj.org or by calling
408-288-5437.

About CMT San Jose.
CMT San Jose, a nationally

acclaimed theater organization
honored 10 times by the NEA
and the oldest performing arts
organization in San Jose, is cele-
brating its 49th year. A key
provider of life building oppor-
tunities for youth in Silicon
Valley, CMT remains committed
to its mission to train and edu-
cate today's youth through
musical theater to set and
achieve high artistic and person-
al goals and to inspire them to
become exemplary artists,
patrons and citizens of tomor-
row. Inclusiveness and quality
are the two touchstones of
CMT's vision. 

Times Local News

Mitchel Mosley as Quasimoto.
Photo by Curtis Finger

Valeria Johnson as Esmeralda.
Photo by Curtis Finger

CMT Artistic Director Kevin Hauge.

CMT first regional theater to present Disney’s ‘Hunchback of Notre Dame’
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By Steven R. Roeser, Esq.
Special to the Times

This Week’s Question:
“I am considering getting an estate plan

in place, but I am dazed and confused by
the current gift and estate tax laws. Can
you help me understand the
current gift and estate tax
laws?”

Michael G., 
Almaden Valley

Answer:
Many are speculating that

our current President will
eventually eliminate estate
taxes at the Federal level
entirely, which would result
in the wealthy passing along
all of their assets without
paying any Federal estate
tax. I for one do not believe
that will happen, but who
knows! Nearly all of our
United States population falls into the
category of having under $5,500,000 in
assets, or twice that amount if married,
which represents the permissible exemp-
tion amounts under current Federal Law
(as further discussed  below). Most all of
us would also rather give our assets to
our children, grandchildren, etc. when
we (along with our spouses) are gone,
rather than having it go to good old Uncle
Sam. With some planning, you can max-
imize what goes to your chosen heirs,
and minimize what Uncle Sam keeps for

the privilege of living in the United States
… and it is indeed a privilege to live in
this great country, which we should
always remember in celebrating the 4th
of July. A big thank you to all that serve
our country to maintain our freedoms.

You make this country what
it is.  

Now, let’s have a look at the
basics of federal estate and
gift tax planning. California
does not have any estate tax
or filing requirements (it was
repealed) with rare excep-
tions, so this article addresses
federal estate and tax laws
only.

To put it simply, when you
die, your estate will have to
pay estate taxes if the net
value of the estate (assets
minus debts) is more than
the permissible exemption

amount for the applicable year. For 2017,
the individual federal estate tax exemp-
tion is $5.49 million per person (it gener-
ally increases each year with inflation),
meaning every dollar over the exempt
amount of 5.49 million is taxed at forty
percent!

While you may be thinking hey, I am
well under the exemption amount, so I
have no worries, the laws could change
and exemption amounts reduced, but
more so, your assets are likely to grow 

See ASK THE LAWYER, page 16

Ask the
Lawyer

Steven R. Roeser, Esq.
Attorney at Law

Gift and estate tax laws explained
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Ask the Lawyer
Continued from page 14
substantially in value before your death. In Silicon
Valley, this is all the more true, where small properties
cost millions and appreciate consistently over meas-
ured time periods, and some fortunate start up
employees come into millions in a matter of years. Or
maybe this is your year to win the PowerBall Lottery!
(kidding.)

As you and your spouse each get the 5.49 million
exemption, a married couple jointly has nearly 11 mil-
lion in assets they can pass along without paying any
federal estate tax. Amounts above the 11 million will
be taxed heavily at 40%. If the estate goes up 2 million
to 13 million, there would be $800,000 in tax going to
Uncle Sam. You get the point and would be wise to
consult counsel and get a proper estate plan, including
a living trust, in place, to start, if you have such assets.
Getting a revocable trust in pace is also wise for those
that fall under the exemption amounts and are not at
risk of paying any estate taxes, because trusts have
many other benefits such as avoiding probate court
and bringing certainty to estate administration and
distributions, to name a couple.

In addition to the individual estate tax exemptions
at death, you can currently make annual tax-free gifts
of up to $14,000 per recipient, and if you are married,
you and your spouse together can give $28,000 per
recipient per year. Additionally, subject to specific
rules, you can also give an unlimited amount for
tuition and medical expenses if you make the gifts
directly to the educational organization or health care
provider. With respect to real property you want to
pass along to your family, you can give your child a
$14,000 "interest" in the property each year, which can
be discounted via appraisals under certain conditions,
which can be a very effective way to transfer wealth at
a discount. 

If you want to give more than $14,000 in a given
year, you can do so, but must report it to the IRS and
it will begin to reduce your lifetime gift and estate tax
exemption of 5.49M. Like estate assets, gifts in excess
of exempt amounts are also taxed at forty percent at
the federal level. Some planning here is the key to
effectively utilizing annual and lifetime exemptions.

For example, it can be especially wise to gift assets
that are appreciating in value, because any income
and appreciation that occur after such gift is made are
removed from your taxable estate. However, the recip-
ient then may have to pay capital gains tax if the asset
is later sold, with such tax calculated using your orig-
inal basis … meaning the recipient is taxed on the dif-
ference between your purchase price and the sale
price. That could be a lot of tax. If the property passes
through your estate after your death, the recipient may
receive a step up in basis as of the date of your death
(basis is the fair market value at your death), which
would save a lot of capital gains tax on the subsequent
sale of the asset.

No offense, Uncle Sammy, but I want my kids to keep
as much of our family assets as possible! Consult coun-
sel and get an appropriate estate plan in place. It makes
good sense to take care of your family, whether you are
under or over the estate tax exemption thresholds.

Until next time …
Kindest Regards,
Steven R. Roeser, Esq.
You can reach Mr. Roeser with your questions by

email at info@almadenvalleylawyers.com, with
“Almaden Times” in the subject line, or by telephone at
(650) 300-5778. Your real name will not be used. No
attorney-client relationship is created by these articles,
and any information in this article does not constitute
legal advice and is not to be relied upon. For more infor-
mation on our practice, please visit www.almadenval-
leylawyers.com.
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Rushil Kapadia, a junior
at Archbishop Mitty
High School, presented

a $2000 check to Ace
Empower Academy, a Charter
Middle School recently.

The money donated to the
school was generated from
Kapadia’s non-profit coding
club, Computer Programming
for All, Inc. 

Upon discovering that we
had no computer science cur-
riculum and realizing that
many of our students come
from homes with limited
opportunities, Kapadia decid-
ed to start an after-school cod-
ing club on a voluntary basis. 

“I realized that ‘traditional’
curriculums would not work
and so I developed my own
curriculum using the Scratch
programming language,” said
Kapadia. “The curriculum is
quite innovative -- it teaches
kids programming by having
them create popular games
such as Pacman and Galaga --
which the students find very
engaging.”

This is his third year
Kapadia has been teaching at
Ace Empower which now pro-
vides instruction for more
than eight locations with the
assistance of 15 volunteers
teaching more than 100 stu-
dents.  

Kapadia has donated more
than 500 hours and raised,
and along with this team of
volunteers, raised $2,000 for
Ace Empower to help with
computer science education.

In a recent survey, some of
the students said expressed
their appreciation to the edu-
cation opportunity.  “This
class has endless fun…The

people here are so nice… we
learn a lot about creating
games…It’s a cool place to
relax and release us of stress.”

“I feel the program has had a
real impact and touched the
kids’ lives,” said Justin Gill,
eighth grade Science Teacher
at ACE Empower Academy.
“The kids used to view com-
puters as a vehicle to play
games after school, and did
not have the appreciation that
they could build a career in
computer science. Through
this program, they have come
to appreciate that they could
go to college and pursue com-
puter science as a major -- this
is exactly the outcome we had
hoped for,”

Gill said some students find
the class so engaging that they
log in from home and continue
to work on their projects. “On
a ‘dress up to work’ day, a sev-
enth grader dressed up as a
game developer/ computer
programmer. She said that the
class has inspired her to pur-
sue a major and subsequently
a career in computer science”

Rushil’s efforts have enabled
a number of kids, who had
absolutely no exposure to pro-
gramming, to become well
versed at Scratch and further
inspired them to learn more.
His curriculum based on
building games to teach pro-
gramming is innovative, and
resonates with the kids. 

“For the first time, many
kids have realized that com-
puters are a tool that can be
harnessed rather than just a
device to play games,” said
Gill.

For more information about
Computer Programming for
All, Inc. visit:  computerpro-
grammingforall.org

Computer Programming For All members pose with the $2000 donation with San
Jose Councilmember Silvia Arenas (back row, second from right).

Coding club presents $2,000
check to local charter school
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Healing Touch Chiropractic Clinic
2724 Aborn Road, San Jose, CA 95121

* Introductory Price Available for First Time Clients *
Ask About Our Discount Massage Package!

Please call
(408) 393-1099
to schedule an
appointment

Expires 7/31/17

Professional Staff
Rosario Espinoza, CMT
Leticia Espinoza, CMT

Swedish Massage
Deep Tissue Massage

Massage Therapy

Voted
Best 

Massage

Summer Special

$35 special
1 hour with 

this ad

Phone: (408) 459-9644

Assistance League of San Jose
(ALSJ) celebrated its 34th year
during its annual Charter

luncheon last month at the Almaden
Country Club with the theme of
Spreading Sunshine Through Service.  

There are currently 164 members
who volunteered 33,356 hours during
the past 12 months.  

“Most of our members
volunteer for more than one
of our eight programs and
serve on our committees,”
said Jerri Kazmierczak,
president of ALSJ. “ Our
motto is caring and com-
mitment in action and this
definitely reflects who we
are.”  

Program Highlights:
Operation School Bell is

the philanthropic program
that distributes two school
uniforms each year to
underserved children.  This
year new uniforms were
given to 5,434 elementary
school children in 39
schools in Alum Rock, Oak
Grove, Franklyn McKinley, and San
Jose Unified School Districts. 

Readers are Leaders volunteers
read six times this year to 1,283 chil-
dren in 32 second and third-grade
classrooms.  These books were then
donated to each classroom and school
library.  Each child  also received a
book of their own to take home in
December.

Screening Eyes Early screened 718
preschoolers to detect vision problems
at 18 preschools; 15 children were
referred to an ophthalmologist.  

Hug-a-Bear distributed 973 teddy
bears to seven agencies to support and
comfort children in crisis including
San Jose Police Department and Family
Supportive Housing.  

Kids on the Block puppets demon-

strating ways to prevent bullying were
shown to 222 children at 3 schools.

Senior Bingo games with prizes are
held each month at 2 residential care
facilities 

Caring Hands volunteers knit 1,052
baby layettes as well as caps and lap
robes for chemo patients.  These hand-
made items were donated to Valley

Medical Center. 
Assist-a-Shelter serves two organiza-

tions: Family Supportive Housing and
City Team.  Volunteers served 624 din-
ners on the 3rd Friday of the month to
Family Supportive Hosing residents.
In addition, volunteers put on four
enrichment programs to 148 children
and adults. ALSJ also assisted children
in “shopping" for holiday presents for
their families.

Assistance League of San Jose is cur-
rently accepting new members.  There
will be an orientation tea for prospec-
tive new members on July 20, 2017.
For more information visit:
www.alsj.org  or email
AssistanceLeagueofSanJose@yahoo.co
m. Leave your name and contact infor-
mation and a member will contact you.  

Assistance League of San
Jose celebrates 34 years

Assistance League of San Jose (ALSJ) celebrated its 34th
year during its annual Charter luncheon last month at the
Almaden Country Club.
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Victory
Continued from page 1
and by the end of the program, they have
smiles on their faces and you can just see
their enjoyment. They have confidence
in themselves and are no longer afraid. It
makes me happy.”

Although she says she’s bonded with
many children, there is one boy she’ll
never forget. As she led the horse he was
riding around the circle, they talked the
whole time about horses, video games,
his friends and things he likes.
“Afterwards, I noticed the social worker
looked shocked,” she says. “The social
worker said that the boy doesn’t talk—to
anybody. It made me want to cry. The
kids will always remember their experi-
ences with this program.”

“People here are like family,” says vol-
unteer Rowan Brush. “I love it here. Doug
has taught us a lot. I volunteer here
because I enjoy helping the community
and working with the horses.”

Victory Ranch also partners with
HomeFirst, which serves homeless veter-
ans. Through his Veteran’s Ranch Visit
Program, veterans have the opportunity
to enjoy a peaceful ranch visit and com-
mune with the horses. A disabled army
veteran himself, Hutten has experienced
how a horse’s calming spirit can help
those suffering with PTSD and was excit-
ed to start this program to help comrades
in arms. 

Hutten’s own victories over life’s chal-
lenges inspired the name Victory Ranch.
“We all go through stuff,” he says. “No
one can escape the things that occur in
life, but I choose to have victory.”

Empowering children is Hutten’s main
goal. When students graduate, he says,
“How many of you were afraid about
things you did in the program? In your
lives, there will always be challenges and
you can say, ‘I did this!’” 

His favorite part of teaching is seeing
the changes in the children over time. “I
provide a way for them to step away from
their stuff and step into the spirit of the
horse,” he says. “I know how to connect
them.” When Hutten lived in Denver,
Colorado, he worked with kids from a
church youth group at his ranch there.
Sometimes the kids would play ball and
there was a horse standing on second
base. Other times, the horse would pull
the kids on tubes down the snow-covered
roads. 

The idea of starting a ranch with a pro-
gram for children and horses began when
Hutten was volunteering with an eques-
trian program for children with autism
through B.O.K. Ranch in Woodside.
Thanks to grants from the Dean Whitter
Foundation, Morgan Family Foundation
and Sorenson Foundation, his dream
became a reality.

Caring for the children is evident in
everything Hutten does, from education-
al classes in the barn to working with the
horses in the corrals. During these les-
sons, Hutten also instructs the children
in manners, focus and following direc-
tions. “I try to put them on the right path
in life,” he says.

Utilizing his Bachelor’s and Master’s
degrees in Speech Communication,
Hutten teaches his students to communi-
cate effectively and project their voices.
“We need to talk to our horse like we do
with our dogs at home,” he says. “We
need to monitor their behavior. Horses
talk through their behavior. When we’re
connecting with our horse, we want to be
confident and firm.” 

He helps the children feel more confi-
dent, even while standing beside a horse
for the first time. “Feel her breath. It’s
warm, right?” he says. “Hold the lead
rope with your right hand and the
remaining rope coiled in your left hand.”

Walking beside a child in the corral,
Hutten tells him, “The horse should walk
beside you. The handler should walk

between a horse’s head and shoulder.
What we’re going to do now is walk all
the way around. Are you ready? Talk to
the horse. Make the horse go where you
want him to go. There you go. Good job!” 

“So many kids need our help,” says Pat,
Hutten’s wife and business partner.
“They all have their issues, but they all
love being close to the horses. There’s a
boy with Asperger’s who is so gentle with
his horse.”

“My son is getting attached to the hors-
es,” says Robin (last name withheld). “He
loves the connection. He’s really enjoying
it. What Doug’s doing is amazing. He’s
teaching the kids the proper way to do
everything. Ryan has always been very
comfortable around animals, and I’m
hoping once he gets on a horse, he’ll feel

so much more comfortable. I think he
will.”

“Wait and watch what happens,” says
Hutten. “You want to be a team together
when you’re sitting on a horse’s back.
When children get on a horse for the first
time, all of a sudden their focus is there,
where it wasn’t before.”

Michelle (last name withheld) says that
Victory Ranch is a great fit for her son as
he loves animals. “He knows horses have
feelings and body language, so it helps
him to read body language and know he
has to be calm,” she says. “He learns not
only what the horse’s behavior is, but
also what his reaction should be to the
behavior, and he can carry this on in
other situations.”

“I have moms walking up to me after
the kids ride sobbing, ‘Doug, you’ve
changed my child.’ That’s it for me. Life’s
about what we’re giving to the world,
rather than to ourselves….”

Hutten has been a member of the San
Mateo County Sheriff’s Mounted Patrol
Search and Rescue Group, Deputy Sheriff
with San Francisco’s Mounted Unit,
Colorado Search and Rescue and Marin
County’s Sheriff Search and Rescue
team.

Horses have always been a part of
Hutten’s life. He started riding when he
was six years old and continues to do so
60-some years later. “The spirit and con-
nections of my horses really help me to
work through life’s challenges,” he says.
“The peace I’ve been able to experience
on horseback is phenomenal. I have a
gift; a sense of understanding a horse’s
spirit.” Part of that connection, he says,
comes through his Native American sen-
sibilities, as his mother belonged to the
Chickasaw tribe. “It’s been an honor to
maintain my heritage,” he says. On the
wall in his office is a picture of three
Native Americans walking their horses
through snow in the woods. “It’s near and
dear to me,” he says. 

For 24 years, Hutten rode a horse
named Sydney, writing short stories to
share his experiences on horseback dur-
ing character-building times. “He was my
buddy,” he says. When Sydney passed
away, he got Minko, which means
“Chief” in Chickasaw. “His spirit was
special,” says Hutten. “Animals look to us
for friendship, connection and trust.
People don’t know how deep that goes.”
He rode him for 15 years. “When he left
the planet four years ago, a cowboy friend
of mine introduced me to Dude,” says
Hutten, “because when I train horses, I
always say, ‘Hey, Dude.’” Hutten and
Dude have developed a tight bond that
just grows stronger with time.   

As a child, Hutten rode ponies on Belle
Isle, Michigan. “Instead of a soccer mom,
my mom was a pony mom,” he says. As
his dad was a project engineer on the
Apollo project, the family moved to
Alabama. They later relocated to
Cambridge, Massachusetts where his
father worked at a NASA Research
Center.

In high school, Hutten volunteered
helping kids in Boston’s inner cities. He
played college football at Boston

See VICTORY, next page

Sophia Larocca with Scout. Volunteer Sophia Larocca is moved by how the children grow through
their experiences with horses.

Doug Hutten believes every child can be helped through horses.
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University and planned to do
the MBA program there, but the
family moved back to Detroit,
where he transferred to Wayne

State University. He enlisted in
the army with the draft. He left
his dad at the airport, where
they fondly touched their fore-
heads together. Three days later,
he got an emergency phone call
that his father had died, having
drowned in a whirlpool. He had

to fly back to identify his body.
Doug was 18 at the time. He
served his country, helping to
find pilots who were shot down,
and finished college through
night school, using every penny
of the G.I. Bill. 

About 12 years ago, Hutten
left his job in Silicon Valley to
start Victory Ranch. “I paid my
dues and was very successful,”
he says, “but I decided to do
something else using my gifts
with horses.” Hutten has
worked as a high-end consultant
to industries getting technolo-
gies off the ground, including
cable start-ups TCI and
DirectTV in Denver. He walked
down the red carpet in his cow-
boy tux in 1999 when The
Matrix won an Academy Award,
as his consulting group had
managed a merger/acquisition
for their special effects compa-
ny. He worked as a consultant
for IBM, bringing the first super-
computers into China and with
Apple and Sony. “For me,
Victory Ranch has been a great
way to use my talents to focus
on helping others,” he says. 

Like Hutten, Pat left her high-
tech career behind to help oth-
ers through Victory Ranch. She
traded in her high heels and
beautiful clothing and career at
Qualcomm in Taiwan to work
at the ranch. “But the reward
here is huge,” she says. “You’re
happy. I worked 12 to 15 hours
a day at Qualcomm, but I was-
n’t happy.”

“My personal gratification is
that Victory Ranch has been
able to help so many kids with
behavioral disorders through
the years,” says Hutten. “On a
personal level, I just feel joy in
being able to see the changes in

them, especially when the kids
start to ride a horse.” 

Victory Ranch is currently run
out of Rose Rock Ranch, located
at 20100 Almaden Road in San
Jose. While he greatly appreci-
ates the accommodations,
Hutten hopes to raise the funds
for a ranch of his own where he
can expand the types of pro-
grams he offers like Equine
Assisted Psychotherapy, veter-
an’s PTSD and battered women
programs. “We want to help
more people,” he says. He
would love to stay in the area as
they’ve established relation-
ships with local social service
agencies who can transport the
children. They also have about
18 teen and adult volunteers.
Hutten hopes to raise funding to
enable him to purchase land on

Harry Road in Almaden Valley
to create a ranch. “The need for
the ranch is huge,” he says. “Our
real focus is to the future and
securing our own ranch to serve
more disadvantaged youth.”

“It’s so rewarding at the end of
the day to be able to transform
kids’ challenges, fears, pain and
suffering. I have a special way
through the spirit of the horse to
help them get through all that.
Everyone who becomes part of
the Victory Ranch family bene-
fits. It’s a story of helping people
in our community. I hope there
might be someone out there
who can help us move to where
we should be.” 

To volunteer, donate, or con-
tact Victory Ranch, see: www.
victoryranchinc.org or call: 415-
215-9763.
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your tour!

1081 Foxworthy Avenue, 
San Jose, CA 95118
(408) 265-7380
M-F 6:30 am - 6:30 pm
www.Kindercare.com
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Serving Almaden Valley since 1995

(408) 254-1949

“It’s so rewarding at the end of the day to be able to transform kids’ challenges,
fears, pain and suffering. I have a special way through the spirit of the horse to
help them get through all that,” says Doug Hutten.
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CAMPBELL UNITED METHODIST
CHURCH
1675 Winchester Boulevard (near
Hamilton), Campbell, 95008.
Church Office: 378-3472.
www.campbell-umc.org. E-mail us
at: campbell_umc@earthlink.net.
SUNDAY WORSHIP: 9:00 and 10:30
a.m. Handicapped, hearing-impaired
friendly facility. (Nursery Care avail-
able). SUNDAY SCHOOL for every
age at 9:00 a.m. WHAT YOU WILL
FIND:  Youth/Young Adult programs,
Choirs for all ages, Active Senior
Fellowship, a dynamic and diverse
congregation of seekers motivated
to explore the questions of faith and
life; opportunities for fellowship,
study, spiritual growth and outreach.
Campbell UMC is a Reconciling
Congregation ~ ALL ARE WEL-
COME! Campbell UMC sponsors
Bright Days preschool, offering a
play-based, developmentally appro-
priate curriculum. Call 378-8422 for
information. 

CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF
ALMADEN VALLEY, UCC
6581 Camden Ave., San Jose, CA
95120. Pastor, Rev. Marty Williams,
408 268 0243.
www.ccavucc.org.
We are a welcoming church with a
progressive approach to faith, wor-
ship and giving to our local commu-
nity. We are proud to be UCC, Open
and Affirming (O&A) and welcome
members of the LGBT community.
We support local LifeMoves (for-
merly InnVision) Shelter Feedings
once a month, San Francisco Night
Ministry, Second Harvest Food
Bank, Church World Service, and
Communities Responding to End
Poverty.
Worship Sunday, 9:00 AM followed
by fellowship and refreshments. 1st
Sunday in Worship: Holy
Communion
2nd Sunday in Worship: Folks Choir
and Potluck Sunday.
Tuesdays, AA Meetings, 8:15 - 9:15
PM.
Wednesdays, 9:30 AM, Women’s
Study Group.

CHURCH OF CHRIST
5351 Carter Ave., San Jose 95118
408.265.5837
www.bibleroad.org
We strive to be a group of
Christians that love and honor God
and Jesus Christ in our daily lives.
We assemble each Sunday to
encourage each other through
singing, studying, praying and shar-
ing in the Lord’s supper. Simple—
just like what one reads about in the
New Testament.
Bible class at 9:30 AM
Worship at 10:30 AM
Located in south San Jose near
Kooser Rd. and Camden Ave.
(behind the Almaden Valley Athletic
Club).Come make new Christian
friends!

EAST VALLEY CHURCH
We are a Multicultural Christian
Community committed to making
Christ known to our Neighbors,
Community and World. 
Sunday Schedule: Coffee and
Conversation 9:15am Worship
9:45am, Sunday School for all ages
11:15am
Childcare is provided for all our
Sunday Services.  Our NEW
Children’s Building is Open!

Uplifting music, Biblical teaching,
ministries for Children, Youth,
College & Career, Small Groups for
all adults, Ministries to Men,
Women, Seniors, Celebrate
Recovery (Please see website for
details and meeting times
www.eastvalleychurch.com )
VBS:  June 13th  – 17th (5:45-
8:30pm) & Sports Camp:  July 18th
– 22nd (9am -12:30pm)   For more
details or to register please visit our
website
Senior Pastor – Pastor Ron
Johnson, Community-Life Pastor -
Pastor Patrick Boyd, Children’s
Ministry Co-Directors – Alyssa
Friend and Kristen Pearson
We are located at 2827 Flint Ave
(Between Tully & Norwood) San
Jose, CA 95148, Phone 408-238-
0231, e-mail info@eastvalley-
church.com
We are associated with Converge
Worldwide www.convergeworld-
wide.org

THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH IN
ALMADEN 
6581 Camden Ave. San Jose, CA
95120.  The Rev. Shelley Booth
Denney, Rector Phone:408-268-
0243 Web:www.eca-sj.org 
At the Episcopal Church in Almaden
(ECA), we are joyful followers of
Jesus Christ. Through worship,
study, fellowship and outreach, we
strive to nurture and grow a strong
faith community of believers, a fam-
ily of all ages, where each member
feels welcomed, loved, valued and
empowered to serve. Children are
especially welcomed and cherished
as an important part of God's fami-
ly. All junior high and senior high
students are welcome to participate
in our Youth Groups. During the
school year we have joint Sunday
School with our sister church, the
Congregational Church of Almaden
Valley, UCC. The Episcopal Church
in Almaden offers the following reg-
ular opportunities for worship:
Sunday at 7:30AM and 10:45AM,
Holy Communion service. Each
Sunday service is followed by a
coffee hour for friendship and con-
versation.

EVERGREEN VALLEY CHURCH
Visit our Web Site at
wwww.evcsj.com
2750 Yerba Buena Rd. San Jose, CA
95121. Phone: 408-274-7422.
Saturday worship is at 5 pm. Sunday
worship services at 9 am and 11 am..
Excellent contemporary Christian
music and Bible-based teaching.
Nursery care and Children’s Sunday
School programs at 9 am and 11 am.
Junior High students meet at 9am and
High School students meet at 11am.
Nuevo Comienzo: Servicio en
espanol, Domingo 4pm.

FIRST CHURCH DOWNTOWN
Worshipping at 55 N. 7th Street, in
downtown San Jose.  (Horace
Mann school) firstchurchdown-
town.com
Telephone: (408) 294-7254 x310.
We are a community serving the
Christ from the heart of the City,
working to know Jesus and make
Jesus known by serving, worship-
ping, and learning together.
Worship services are at 10:00 AM
at the Horace Mann Community
Center (7th and Santa Clara
Streets). Worship includes both

contemporary and traditional music,
a message that is relevant to real
life, based in the Bible, and mean-
ingful to people of all ages and
backgrounds.  We work in our com-
munity to provide real assistance
and long-term, life-saving solutions:
food, housing, counseling, and spir-
itual direction.  Our children's &
families' ministries include Sunday
classes, outdoor family activities
such as bike rides and fishing trips.
Come, Make a Difference and feel
the difference God can make in your
life!

GRACE CHURCH OF EVERGREEN
www.GraceChurchSJ.Net
See you on Facebook
2650 ABORN ROAD at Kettmann,
across from Evergreen Public
Library. Serving Evergreen for over
50 Years. John S Goldstein, Pastor
Christian Worship every Sunday at 
11.00 am
Together let us build lives toward
excellence!
Music Institute
(408)791 7772
After School lessons on Piano,
Violin, 
Viola, Flute
PreSchool
Age 2-6 years 
caring for your 
child with God’s love and affection
(408) 791 7772
Immigration Services
Call for Appointment
(510)584 1824

HOLY SPIRIT CATHOLIC CHURCH
Faith.Knowledge.Community - this
is our promise to our members. If
you are looking for an active
Christian faith community, we invite
you to experience Holy Spirit Parish
Community. All are welcome! We
are located at 1200 Redmond
Avenue, San Jose, CA 95120. Mass
is celebrated at 8:30 a.m. Monday -
Friday. Our weekend Mass schedule
is Saturday 5 p.m., Sunday 8 a.m.,
9:30 a.m., 11:30 a.m. and 6 p.m.
Rite of Reconciliation is every
Saturday at 4 p.m. or by appoint-
ment. Our Parish Office is open
Monday - Thursday 8:30 a.m. -
4:30 p.m. and Friday 9:00 a.m. -
3:00 p.m. Call 408-997-5100 for
recorded information or 408-997-
5101 to speak with someone in our
parish office. Information on Faith
Formation for children and adults
can be obtained by calling our
Catechetical Office at 408-997-
5115. Get in the loop with our 3sixty
High School Youth Ministry by call-
ing 408-997-5106. Holy Spirit
School serves grades Pre-K through
8th, and is located at 1198
Redmond Avenue. You can reach
the school office at 408-268-0794.

THE POINT CHURCH
www.ThePoint.Church
3695 Rose Terrasse Circle. San
Jose CA 95148. Located at the top
of Aborn Rd and Murillo Ave.
Come be inspired and build your
faith as we worship together this
Sunday @ 10:30 AM. KidsPoint is
our children's ministry, serving
infants through 5th grade. It is a fun
and safe experience for kids as they
grow in their walk with God. ONE is
our student ministry, serving 6th
through 12th grades. We help lead
students into a growing relationship
with Jesus through conversations,

fun and service. Because of the
diversity of Evergreen we offer
church services in 5 languages,
each with their own auditorium and
pastor.
10:30 AM English, Mandarin,
Cantonese and Cambodian. Spanish
at 1:00 PM. 

SAINT ANTHONY CATHOLIC
CHURCH
We invite you to become a part of
our hospitable, intimate Catholic
parish.  We are a caring community,
promoting spiritual growth, reaching
out to people in need and where you
get to know people by name.  We
offer children's religious education
(CREATE); Youth Ministry (BLAST &
X-STATIC); Scripture Study (day &
evening); Senior's Group and many
other adult ministries as well.  Saint
Anthony parish is located in
Almaden Valley at 20101 McKean
Road, San Jose, 95120.  Our week-
end Masses are at 4 p.m. on
Saturday at our historic church at
21800 Bertram Road in New
Almaden, CA  95042 and on
Sunday at 8:30 a.m., 10:30 a.m.,
and 5:30 p.m. at the McKean Road
location.   Our Parish Office is open
Monday 9 a.m. - 12 p.m. and
Tuesday thru Thursday, 9 a.m. - 12
p.m. and 1 - 4 p.m.  For more infor-
mation, stop by the Parish Office or
call 1+ (408) 997-4800, or visit
our website at www.churchstantho-
ny.com. Fr. Larry Hendel, Pastor.

ST. BASIL THE GREAT GREEK
ORTHODOX CHURCH

6430 Bose Lane, San Jose, CA
95120
Church Office 408-268-3214    
Clergy:  Fr. Allan Boyd 
Experience our Lord Jesus Christ
after the manner of the earliest
Christians.  All are welcome to our
warm, multicultural Church commu-
nity, where services are done prima-
rily in English.  What happens when
you reunite created matter to its
Creator?  Come and see! Sunday
worship: Orthros – 8:30 am
Divine Liturgy – 9:30 am
We also celebrate Liturgy on most
feast days. 

ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI CATHOLIC
CHURCH
5111 San Felipe Rd., San Jose, CA
95135
408-223-1562. www.stfrancisofas-
sisi.com
www.stfrancisofassisipreschool.org
We invite you to join our community
of faith located in the Evergreen area
of San Jose. We are an inclusive
diverse community striving to serve
as Disciples of Jesus Christ in the
footsteps of St. Francis, offering
prayerful and joyful liturgies; evan-
gelization, fellowship, and service
opportunities to the community. We
offer spiritual opportunities for all
ages, including children's liturgy,
dynamic E.C.H.O - Jr. High, IGNITE -
High School and North Star -Young
Adult Ministries, along with small
faith communities and opportunities
to help the poor and marginalized of
San Jose. Our Preschool is the only
Catholic Preschool offering quality

family oriented service in the
Evergreen and Silver Creek areas.
Our Chapel, Gathering Hall, Parish
Office, Mission Center, Parish Gift
Shop, Memorial Garden and
Preschool are all located at 5111
San Felipe Rd. 
Please come join us to worship at
one of the following times and loca-
tions: 
St. Francis of Assisi Chapel
Saturday 5:00PM, Sunday 8:30 AM,
10:30 AM, 12:30 PM, 4:00 PM
(Mass in Vietnamese), 6:00 PM
Youth Mass
St. Francis of Assisi Gathering Hall 
Sunday 9:00 AM, Sunday11:00AM,
Igbo Mass - Second Sunday of the
month 12:30 PM
Mt. Hamilton Grange - 2840 Aborn
Road
Sunday 9:30 AM 
The Villages Gated Community
(Cribari Auditorium)
Sunday 8:15 AM
For more information, please call or
visit us at the Parish Mission Center
open M-F 9:00 AM -12:00 PM; 1:00
PM - 4:00 PM. Come join us and
share your presence with us so that
together we may grow and share
our gifts to help build God's
Kingdom!

Worship listing adver-
tisements are $495
annually. (408) 898-
7534.

Expires 7/31/17
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DAVID & VICKI
HARRIS

2921 Villages Parkway,
San Jose

(408) 754-1572

DAN
WALKER

Realtor® CalBRE #00758244

(408) 892-4813 
Dan.Walker@cbnorcal.com

GLORIA 
ASHDOWN

(408) 398-1516
gloriaashdown@aol.com

KRAIG 
CONSTANTINO

kcreteam@gmail.com
www.KraigsListings.com

(408) 219-9122

Open Saturday
& Sunday 
1:00-4:00pm
6978 Silver Fox
Drive
$999,000
3 bed 2.5 bath
1739+/- sqft
Therese Swan
408.656.8240

95120
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PAT 
O’CONNOR

(408) 691-7322
poconnor@kw.com

RICH
CROWLEY

(408) 256-4221
AlmadenHomes.com

CAROL CAMILLI-
MONTGOMERY

www.camillihomes.com
carolcamilli@kw.com

(408) 209-7809

STACY 
SEYMOUR

(408) 960-9416
www.stacyseymour.com

stacy.seymour@cbnorcal.com

MEGHA
JOSHI

2921 Villages Parkway, San Jose
mjoshi@apr.com

(408) 960-9933



Clothing - Sportswear

BJ & J Sports Awards & Gifts Offering a full line of men’s, women and chil-
dren’s NFL, MLB, NBA and Sharks apparel. Gifts ranging from flags and mugs to
hats; perfect for the sports fan in your life! (408) 578-4858 5483 Snell Ave, San
Jose, CA www.bjjsportsawards.com

Battery Patrol Rescuing motorists for over 10 years! We offer a full line of bat-
teries including car, RV, boat, wheelchair, and more. Call for the battery and we
will provide as well as install the batteries to get you on the move again. (408)
597-6628 San Jose, CA.

Juan’s Printer Repair Don’t spend cash to service and repair your printers and
computers - just call me. I also sell and service reconditioned office equipment.
(408) 238-7694 3315 Sylvan Dr, San Jose, CA www.jprservices.com
Computer Training Consultants Wonder what all those programs do on your
PC? Let us help you take full advantage of your system. Certified wireless net-
work administrator classes. Learn desktop software such as Quickbooks. (408)
380-0600 2446 Almaden Road, San Jose, CA www.comptraining.com 

Car Batteries

Computer Repair/Service/Training
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SAME DAY CLEAN UP & GO TRASH HAULING
We Take Everything! 

We do all loading!  Residential/Commercial
Trash Removal, Hauling Front/Backyards, Garage,

Hoarder Cleanouts, Home/Rentals Clean-ups,
YARD SERVICE, Front/Backyard cleanups,

Tree/Shrub Removal, Shed/Deck Removal. Fire safety! 
MOVING ASSISTANCE IN/OUT
Senior/Military Discounts

7 DAYS, RAIN OR SHINE!

(408) 729-0630

MORENO HAULING

Hauling

Repairs and PaintingShoe Repair

Call now to place your ad by phone:
(408) 898-7534

Home Services

Jewelry/Watch Repair

TimesClassifieds

Michael W Boyd, 
Owner
Cell 408-391-2809
Fax 408-371-1083
Off. 408-371-5040
www.Boydstreeservice.com
boydstree@yahoo.com
Cont. Lic.  2-23-1993

Boyd’s Tree Service - Since 1984

Tree Service

Tree trimming, Structurally pruning Tree
removal, Stump grinding and landscape
maintenance. Find us on Yelp.

Real Estate

Phone: (408) 363-1690 

“Reach your
friends and your
community with
your number one
neighborhood
news source - the
Almaden Times!”NFL Pre-Season Tickets

49ers Home Games!
8/19 - vs Denver Broncos

8/31 - vs Los Angeles Chargers
Most Zones available $170-$320 

Call the Almaden Times 
for more info

408.483.5458

Tickets - NFL
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