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Photographer QT Luong of
San Jose has accomplished
something truly remarkable. 

Luong is the first person to pho-
tograph all 59 national parks with
a large format film camera. The
project spanned 23 years, during
which QT made more than 300
park visits. In 2009, Ken Burns
and Dayton Duncan featured
Luong in the film “The National
Parks: America’s Best Idea.“ 

Not only did Luong visit each of
the 59 national parks, returning
multiple times in different sea-
sons to catch the varying moods
of the land, he also photographed
each significant area of each park,
revealing lesser known, quieter,
and off the beaten path locations.

Luong also experienced the
diversified life-zones represented
by the incredible range of parks
and ecosystems: From climbing to
the top of the coldest mountain on
Earth (Denali) to diving under the
tropical seas of the Atlantic Ocean
(Virgin Islands), he chose the best
images that capture the amazing,
vast, wild and majestic land-
scapes the world has to offer. The
result is a unique and remarkable

assemblage that cap-
tures the most fascinat-
ing and impressive land-
scapes of each park.

Photography exhibit
on display

For the first time, San
Jose’s residents have the
opportunity to view
Luong’s traveling photo
exhibit of each the 59
US national parks. The
exhibit returns home
from its national tour
that included venues
such as the Museum of
Science, Boston. It has
been seen by hundreds
of thousands across the
country.

The exhibit is on dis-
play now through June
20 at the Art Ark Gallery in San
Jose. An “Artist Talk” will be pre-
sented on Wednesday, June 14 at 7
p.m. During the events, Luong
will sign his new book Treasured
Lands: A Photographic Odyssey
Through America’s National
Parks, which won four different
national book awards during the
last few months.

Treasured Lands book released 
Treasured Lands was released

in the fall of 2016, the
year when the National
Park Service celebrated
its centennial birthday.
With his unparalleled
decades of natural pho-
tography and research
expertise, Luong shares
both exceptional photog-
raphy and practical
insights into the finest,
remarkable natural won-
ders and landscapes that
can only be found in the
national parks. He’s trav-
eled the country, bring-
ing awareness to the
most unusual and spec-
tacular creations made
by nature and, inspiring
others to enjoy those
treasures as well.

The stunning, remarkable cof-
fee-table book has won four
national awards: Independent
Publisher Book Award (“IPPY”) -
Coffee Table Books Gold Medal;
IBPA Benjamin Franklin Awards -
Arts and Photography Gold
Medal;  Nautilus Book Awards -
Photography and Arts Silver
Winner and National Indie
Excellence Awards - Photography
Winner.

See LUONG, page 4

While most of us will
not be world-class
Olympic athletes,

Oscar-winning movie stars or
generals who command great
battles, we still have a desire
to leave some type of mark on
this world. 

For many people that
desired action is leaving a
legacy while financially
securing themselves, their
families, their causes and
charitable organizations long
into the future.

Patrick Renn (pictured) has
found a way to help others
leave a legacy and reveals
those strategies in his best-
selling book, Finding Your
Money’s Greater Purpose.

“Each of us, through our
contributions as volunteers
and benefactors, holds the
power to change the course of
society for the better,” says
Renn. 

Renn suggests a number of
ways to build a legacy and
keep contributing to society
even after we have left this
world. 

Charitable Gift Annuity.
This is a contract between a
donor and a qualified charity
that can supplement retire-
ment income and also give
you a tax deduction. The
annuity involves the donor
making a gift to the charity 

See PURPOSE, page 4

A pair of owls stare intensely from inside a narrow slot canyon carved by flash floods, Zion National Park; Coast Redwoods, the tallest trees on earth, reach for the night sky
in the Stout Grove, Redwood National Park. Photos by QT Luong

Luong of San Jose first photographer to capture
all 59 National Parks with large format camera

ON DISPLAY AT ART ARK GALLERY

In 2012, QT Luong visited each of the (then) 58 National Parks
and became the first photographer to capture their beauty with
a large format camera. Photo by Buddy Squires

“Luong’s revelatory photographs
suggest that our ordinary 
equipment for seeing is missing
something. Luong offers us a leg
up to a new way of understand-
ing Nature’s greatest gift.” 

– Ken Burns, director and 
co-producer of The National 

Parks: America’s Best Idea

Leave a lasting
legacy while you
are here and
after you leave
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Times Feature

By Linda J. LeZotte 
Special to the Times

The Santa Clara Valley Water
District’s Stream Maintenance
Program ensures flood protection

projects continue to function as designed
to protect homes and businesses along
water district streams. 

The water district owns 278
miles of streams in our coun-
ty, but only a portion of them
have been improved with
flood protection projects.
Those are the streams that
become stream maintenance
projects

Every summer since 2001,
the water district has under-
taken a five-month-long effort
to maintain and improve our
stream conditions so they can
safely carry water during
winter storms. From June to
October, our crews trek into
streams to remove sediment,
manage vegetation, clear
trash and debris, and stabilize banks that
have been eroded.  

During heavy storms, unruly vegetation
and sediment washed down from areas
upstream can restrict the flow of water and
in some areas, cause a back-up, increasing
the risk of flooding. Managing vegetation
is an important part of stream mainte-
nance. Removing invasive vegetation,
weeds and dry brush improves habitat for
wildlife and a healthy stream ecosystem,
contributes to improved flows in creeks,
and even reduces the risk of fire hazards
along neighboring properties.

While the heavy work takes place in the
summer, stream maintenance is a year-
round effort. Each year district crews
inspect stream and bank conditions, espe-
cially after storms. Toward the end of the
rain season, staff identifies maintenance
projects for the upcoming work season.  

Throughout the county, the water dis-
trict works with partner agencies and pri-
vate property owners to monitor creeks
and perform maintenance where the water
district either owns the land or has ease-
ments. Additionally, maintenance work is

very limited on a natural channel, or a
creek without a completed flood protec-
tion project. Without a completed project
in place, work performed on a natural
channel threatens wildlife and properties,
harming natural habitat by removing
native vegetation and destroying habitat if

enlarging the channel to
increase the flood capacity. It
could also redirect floods to
another location downstream.
Limited maintenance like
removing trash and debris is
allowable, if approved by reg-
ulators. Each year the water
district works on obtaining
the necessary permits from
regulatory agencies to proceed
with labor on identified prior-
ity locations. The permits
require the work be completed
between the months of June
through October.  

This work season, the water
district has identified over 400
projects along water district

facilities among 63 different streams, con-
sisting of 16 sediment removal projects, 17
stream bank repairs, and hundreds of veg-
etation management projects, including an
invasive plant removal on Coyote Creek.
We are also working with our regional
partners, like the City of San Jose, to iden-
tify projects in which they can perform
maintenance on their portions of streams
that they own. If you own property along a
creek and have questions or concerns
regarding stream maintenance, please feel
free to contact our Community Projects
Review Unit at 408-630-2650. 

The water district and I appreciate the
community’s role in helping us keep
homes and businesses safe. I am grateful
for the residents and business owners who
have reported potential blockages in our
waterways.  I continue to encourage
reporting of concerns or issues in creeks
that can affect the flow of storm water. 

If you notice something blocking a
stream during a storm, call our flood hot-
line at (408) 630-2378. We will assist you
or direct you to the appropriate agency
having jurisdiction. 

Fighting flood waters begins in the 
summer with stream maintenance

Water
District
Linda J. LeZotte,

SCVWD Representative
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Purpose
Continued from page 1
and, in exchange the charity pro-
vides the donor with a lifetime fixed
income stream. 

Give a gift of stock. Let’s say you
have a gain on a stock and want to
give that to charity. To do so, you
could sell it, pay the tax and give
what’s left or you could first make
the stock itself a gift. This gives you
the full benefit of the gift as a tax
deduction, and you avoid paying the
capital gains tax. 

Donate your house. You can make
a commitment to leave your house
to a charity after your death. By
doing this, you can live in the house
the rest of your life and receive a tax
deduction. In all likelihood the char-
ity will sell the house after you die
and the money from the sale will
end up as your final donation. 

Leave your retirement plan to
charity. Leaving money to a charity
from your retirement plan could
save a lot of headaches. A retirement
plan is one of the worst assets to die
with because of the taxes associated
with it. Leaving the plan to a charity
could be the most tax-efficient strat-
egy for that money. 

Give your family choices with a
donor advised fund. You can leave
your family a say in where your
charitable donations are going via a
donor advised fund. Family mem-
bers could recommend where
money from the fund is going now
and after you’re gone. 

Donate a life insurance policy.
Insurance policies that no longer
serve their purpose are a good place
to look for charitable opportunities.
Many people have outdated life
insurance and have now outgrown
their original need. Instead of cash-
ing the policy in or just dropping it,
why not consider donating it? 

“I feel that part of my mission is to
show people that they can take
advantage of certain financial proce-
dures if only they know about
them,” says Renn, founder and pres-
ident of Renn Wealth Management
Group. “With a bit of planning, such
procedures could benefit them and
the causes and institutions they care
about.” 

By Lorraine Gabbert
Senior Staff Writer

With a glance back to the
recession, Santa Clara
County Assessor Larry

Stone provides a glimpse of how
the economy has grown to where
it stands today.

“We’ve risen from the depths of
the worst economic decline in my
lifetime and yours,” he said dur-
ing a recent Almaden Valley
Community Association meeting.
“The world is interdependent
and volatile politically and eco-
nomically, which is both a benefit
and challenge.”

While the world’s economy is
cyclical, Silicon Valley experi-
ences faster and steeper cycles.
Stone believes that a more
diverse economic base, less
dependent on high tech, would
be helpful for the region. 

CEOs polled by the Silicon
Valley Leadership Group repeat-
edly cite transportation, housing
and public education as Silicon
Valley’s top issues. Stone sees a
parallel between Detroit being the
envy of the world in the 1950s
and 1960s and Silicon Valley
today. “Detroit is in bankruptcy,”
he says. “If we don’t solve our
problems…we could be in trou-
ble, too.”

Recognizing this crisis, Face-
book has committed $20 million
over the course of five years for
affordable housing, job training
and assistance for tenants at risk
of losing their homes. Other
Silicon Valley tech firms like
Google, Applied Materials and
Microsoft have also invested mil-
lions, taking some responsibility
for sharply climbing rents and
housing prices, but more needs to
be done says Stone.  

“Either we will come together
and address this crisis or Silicon
Valley will not be Silicon Valley
in 20 or 30 years,” says Elliot
Schrage, Facebook’s vice presi-
dent of communications and

public policy, as reported in the
San Jose Mercury News. “It will
move to other parts of the country
and world.” 

At the end of June, the County
Assessor’s office notifies resi-
dents of the assessed value of
their homes. “If you think the
market value of your property is
below the value on the notice,
you can request an informal
review,” says Stone. “If we agree
it was over-assessed, you can get
a reduction.” Stone says that
about one-third of those who
request a review receive reduc-
tions. “Appraisal is more an art,
than a science,” he says. “We try
to get it right.” 

The County Assessor’s office
regularly goes to bat against large
corporations. “Currently there is
a $62 billion value at risk,” says
Stone. “That’s the difference
between the county assessment
and what tax payers say they’re
worth. About 85 percent of these
are Apple, Google and other
major corporations. Last year,
after a series of court cases, notes
Stone, the County Assessor’s
office retained 96 percent of what
they assessed. 

Many residents wonder where
tax revenue goes. Stone says that
about 45 percent goes to
Sacramento for schools. About 18
percent goes to the county to pay
for the sheriff’s, district attorney’s
and assessor’s offices, jails and
fire department. Cities re-ceive 14
percent and 10 percent pays
down the redevelopment debt.
About 6 percent goes to special
districts like water and fire and 7
to 8 percent to community col-
leges.

Santa Clara County leads the
Bay Area, state and nation in job
growth. During the past six years,
the county experienced job gains
of 4.1 percent, compared with 3.3
in the Bay Area and 2.6 percent
in the state. However, according

See ASSESSOR, page 8

County Assessor Stone offers 
perspective on local economy

SILICON VALLEY LOOMS LARGE
Santa Clara
County Assessor
Larry Stone

Luong
Continued from page 1

“I’m particularly pleased with
this chance to engage with my
local community, since I have
lived in the Bay Area since 1993
and in Evergreen Valley since
2002, said Luong “Because of his-
tory and the proximity to many of
them, national parks have long
been important to the local com-
munity. The Yosemite Grant of
1864 was the first time any nation
had set aside a large tract of natu-
ral land for all people and for all
time, and it would pave the way
for all national parks.”

Currently, California has nine
National Parks which is more
than any other state, and the most
recent, Pinnacles National Park,
is located only one hour and a
half away from Evergreen.

”Although last year’s National
Park Service Centennial was an
occasion for celebration, this year
is a time of concern, as America’s
public lands have become a topic
in the nation’s political conversa-
tion,” said Luong. “In the foot-
steps of Carleton Watkins and
Ansel Adams, I view my work as
a much-needed reminder of the
beauty, lasting value, and impor-

tance of our treasured lands.”
About QT Luong
Twenty years ago QT Luong, a

Berkeley, California scientist and
budding photographer embarked
on an extraordinary journey.
With highly specialized profes-
sional expertise in artificial intel-
ligence and image processing, his
goal was to capture the incredible
beauty and splendor of the parks
in the highest quality and largest
format possible.  The result is his
award-winning book, Treasured
Lands, A Photographic Odyssey
Through America’s National Parks,
which is the most comprehensive
work on all 59 US National Parks.
This remarkable collection of
exquisite photographs reveals
some of the greatest wildland
treasures in the United States, with
an innovative information section
for photographers and visitors who
wish to personally experience
these natural wonders.

Born to Vietnamese parents in
Paris, France, he was trained as a
scientist (PhD U. Paris). The reve-
lation of the high Alps led him to
become a mountain climber and
wilderness guide. On a trip to
Yosemite, he fell in love with the
National Parks and decided to
photograph all of them with a
5×7 large format camera.
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Call to schedule 
your tour!

1081 Foxworthy Avenue, 
San Jose, CA 95118
(408) 265-7380
M-F 6:30 am - 6:30 pm
www.Kindercare.com

Healing Touch Chiropractic Clinic
2724 Aborn Road, San Jose, CA 95121

* Introductory Price Available for First Time Clients *
Ask About Our Discount Massage Package!

Please call
(408) 393-1099
to schedule an
appointment

Expires 6/30/17

Professional Staff
Rosario Espinoza, CMT
Leticia Espinoza, CMT

Swedish Massage
Deep Tissue Massage

Massage Therapy

Voted
Best 

Massage

Spring Special

$35 special
1 hour with 

this ad

Expires 6/30/17
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FOSTER CARE MONTH
San Jose City Mayor Sam Liccardo, Councilmembers Johnny Khamis
(District 10), Dev Davis (District 6) and Raul Peralez (District 3) pro-
claimed June to be National Foster Care Awareness Month. “We appre-
ciate everyone in the organization that makes a difference in the lives
of foster youth,” said Khamis.

Making a difference

Summer of Service, the museum’s
award-winning program that con-
nects teens in grades 7 - 10 to vol-

unteer opportunities, kicks off June 12
with the first of four sessions. 

With an emphasis on responsibility and
purpose, participants have the option of
volunteering in one of five focus areas for
each four week session including com-
munity outreach activities, early child-
hood education, the environment, activi-
ties for museum visitors, and leadership
development. 

“Our program is really one-of-a kind in
the Bay Area,” said Marilee Jennings,
executive director of Children’s
Discovery Museum. “There are so many
beneficiaries – the teen, the teens’ par-
ents, and the nonprofit organizations.
Parents are often surprised how motivat-
ed and impassioned their child becomes
when they discover they can make a dif-
ference and help others regardless of
their age.” 

There are 14 service sites located in the
South Bay that provide rewarding oppor-
tunities for teens to earn up to 30 com-
munity service hours per session doing

such things as sorting and bagging food
for low income families at The Health
Trust, mentoring preschoolers at Estrella
Family Services, clearing evasive species
at Ulistac Natural Area, making blankets
and cat toys for Silicon Valley Pet Project,
and facilitating activities and conversa-
tions with seniors at Live Oak Adult Day
Services. 

As part of the museum’s strategic com-
mitment of Community Service Learning,
Summer of Service helps teens develop
valuable life skills like empathy and per-
spective taking, two key EQ skills cited as
critical to tomorrow’s workforce and a
civil society. This program provides
many opportunities for teens to experi-
ence different perspectives and see the
world through someone else’s eyes. 

WHEN: Session 1: June 12– June 23
Session 2: June 26 – July 7
Session 3: July 10– July 21
Session 4: July 24 – August 4
WHERE: Children’s Discovery Museum

of San Jose, 180 Woz Way, San Jose.
For more information, visit cdm.org. 
To register, email sos@cdm.org or call

408-673-2833. 

Children’s Discovery Museum kicks off nationally
recognized summer of service programming
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Times Community News

By William Bellou
Publisher

The United Veterans Council and
Oak Hill Funeral Home and
Memorial Park presented a moving

Memorial Day ceremony honoring those
who gave their lives in service to our
country on May 29.  
Medal of Honor Recipient Major General
James E. Livingston spoke at the at the
99th annual Memorial Day tribute.

Dave Cortese, along with Supervisor
Cindy Chavez, spoke about Santa Clara

County’s commitment to the veterans in
the community by providing much need-
ed services, including help for local
homeless veterans. 

Sam Liccardo said that Supervisor
Dave Cortese is “working hard to end
homelessness for veterans in our commu-
nity.” 

Zoe Lofgren reminded the audience
that “we should also honor those that
have sacrificed their lives by preserving
our Constitution and our way of life.” 

Photos by Maya Esparza 

Moving Memorial Day ceremony
presented by Oak Hill Funeral
Home and United Veterans Council
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Times Feature

Assessor
Continued from page 4
to the Silicon Valley Business Journal, tech
layoffs surged 21 percent in 2016 with
computer, electronics and telecommunica-
tions companies shedding more than
90,000 jobs. Stone notes that according to
an Oxford study, 40 percent of jobs will be
displaced by digital technology in the next
40 years. “I heard a robot in San Francisco
makes the perfect salad,” he said.

Stone says that last year, PC sales were at
their lowest level in nine years, impacting
chip makers like Intel. “Global technology
spending is expected to drop in 2017,” he
says, “while smart phones account for 47
percent of consumer technology and
spending worldwide.” In the future, Stone
sees drones, virtual reality headsets and
autonomous autos dominating the tech
market. 

Today, home ownership isn’t an essential
component of the American Dream, says
Stone, especially for millennials who face
six-figure college debt. In fact, home own-
ership has fallen to its lowest point since
1967. “While older people think renting is
throwing your money away, younger peo-
ple think owning a home is throwing away
your freedom,” he says. 

Stone says that millennials prefer a
work/live/play lifestyle near shops, work,
entertainment, fitness and transportation.
“They embrace an urban culture and com-
pact development,” he says. “About 56 per-
cent choose place over job.” They want
short commutes with jobs they can walk or
bike to and flexible work schedules. Today
walkscore.com rates cities and neighbor-
hoods on their distance to grocery, retail,
school, parks, bank, entertainment and
post offices. Driving isn’t as important to
millennials, says Stone. Only 28 percent
had their driver’s license at age 18. Instead,
they ride-share using Uber or Lyft and bike
share. 

In San Jose, apartments are at 96 percent
occupancy with an average rent of
$2400/month for a 2-bedroom apartment.
In 2016, in Santa Clara County, the me-
dian price for a single-family home in-
creased by 4.7 percent, to one million dol-
lars. Stone says that about 19 percent of
Silicon Valley in-vestors are from Asia and
22 percent pay in cash. “Schools are impor-
tant to residential real estate,” he says.
“Anyone who owns residential real estate
and votes against school bonds or parcel
taxes isn’t voting in their own self-inter-
est.”

Although online shopping is growing at
more than twice the rate of brick-and-mor-
tar stores, Stone says it goes both ways.
Amazon plans to open 300 to 400 book-
stores and retailers are investing in show-
rooms and in-store demonstrations.
Nordstrom is investing $3.9 billion over 5
years to increase online sales. Retailers are
expected to downsize storefronts 40 to 50
percent during the next decade.
“Millennials are the driving force behind e-
commerce,” says Stone. “They grew up in a
one-click world where convenience was
expected.” 

Stone notes that income gains outpace
inflation, but there is an increasing dispar-
ity in the region between high and low-
tech jobs with fewer jobs in the middle,
and with the decline of the middle class,
mid-level retailers are struggling. Stores

like Circuit City, Mervyn’s, Blockbuster,
Borders, Sports Authority and Linens and
Things closed their doors. Walmart closed
150 stores in the United States and Radio
Shack filed for bankruptcy. Sears,
JCPenney, The Gap, McDonald’s, Pier One,
Walgreens, Rite Aid and Office Depot are
closing hundreds of stores and even Best
Buy is in financial trouble. 

Silicon Valley continues to be a leader in
the U.S. economy. “Apple and Google are
the largest corporations in the world,” says
Stone. However, according to the Silicon
Valley Business Journal, Bay Area start-up
funding is at a six-year low with only nine
Silicon Valley IPOs in 2016, its weakest
level since 2009. 

The U.S. economy is sluggish, says
Stone, with a GDP growth of 1.8 percent in
2016. By comparison, Silicon Valley expe-
rienced a 3.6 percent GDP 2016.
Economists predict a slight recession by
mid-2018.

Stone believes that the general 2017 eco-
nomic outlook is positive, but there are
still significant areas of concern. “There is
continued dysfunction and gridlock in
Washington, D.C. as the President and
Congress try to solve problems that don’t
exist, while avoiding real problems that
need real solutions,” he says, with an eye
towards Medicare, social security and
unfunded pension liability. He sees
Trump’s proposed tax cuts, increased mili-
tary defense and infrastructure spending,
along with deregulation as having a posi-
tive impact on economic growth. However,
he also predicts negative consequences of
Trump’s policies, including larger budget
deficits, higher inflation and interest rates
and a stronger dollar. 

“A more expensive dollar hurts American
exports, making U.S. goods more expen-
sive overseas and imports cheaper in the
U.S.,” he says. “It’s a recipe for pain for
U.S. manufacturers… encouraging them to
move jobs overseas.” Stone also believes
that Trump’s trade policies are bad for both
the country and Silicon Valley. “He pulled
us out of GPP and China filled the void,” he
says. “Trump promised to renegotiate
NAFTA and penalize China for unfair trade
practices.” Trump’s failure to do so hurts
American consumers and businesses by
driving up the prices of goods from abroad,
he says, like technology from China, autos
from Japan and even scotch from the U.K.
“It’s bad for California and it’s bad for
Silicon Valley,” says Stone.

Another problem, says Stone, is immi-
gration reform. The U.S. issues about
400,000 permanent visas annually.
According to Joint Venture Silicon Valley,
says Stone, about 200,000 Chinese stu-
dents educated in the U.S. returned to
China and will compete with U.S. busi-
nesses. Tech company workers are also
staying overseas due to Trump’s immigra-
tion policies, he says. About 38 percent of
Silicon Valley residents are foreign born,
along with 45 percent of its workforce.
About 62 percent of tech workers are for-
eign born and 1/3 of new U.S. businesses
were started by immigrants, as well as 36
percent of Silicon Valley patents.
“Population growth is essential for GDP
growth,” says Stone. “With the decline in
the American birth rate and our aging pop-
ulation, immigration is essential for a
strong economy. Immigration is not prob-
lem, but a solution, especially here.”

By Sean Eastwood
Times staff writer

Cooking a great steak seems like it
should be easy; but sometimes the
results are less than favorable.

Unless you’re a beef rancher, a good steak
can be pricey, so you don’t want a disap-
pointing outcome. You really only need a
few ingredients. And the basic steps could-
n't be simpler: Just toss the meat in the pan,
flip it once, cook it until it reaches your
desired doneness, and viola! 

In reality, home-cooked steak often ends
up tasting bland, tough, or both because of
just a few mishaps. But it doesn’t have to be
that way. 

Here are some tips for a great steak:
1. If you want a great tasting steak, look

for tender cuts with a good amount of fat
marbling, like filet mignon, New York strip,
T-bone, or rib eye. That way, your steak will
be moist and flavorful.  

2. A steak needs to be seasoned in
advance. Adding a salt and fresh cracked
pepper to both sides of your steak at least 30
minutes before cooking gives the seasoning
a chance to get absorbed into the meat,
resulting in juicier, more flavorful meat. 

3. Make sure you blot the raw steak with
a paper towel to get rid of any residual mois-
ture. This will ensure that the outside of

your steak gets crisp and caramelized. 
4. Do not use lightweight, nonstick skil-

lets. Steak needs plenty of heat, so use a
heavy-duty cast iron skillet to help form
deliciously crisp outer crust. 

5. Make sure the pan get hot enough. A
screaming hot cooking surface is essential in
order to achieve a crisp, caramelized crust.
If there is not enough heat, your steak will
steam instead of sear. 

6. Always use a meat thermometer. It’s
difficult to tell whether a steak is done just
by looking at it, so forget the visual cues and
use a simple meat thermometer. Cook your
steak to 140°F for medium-rare, 155°F for
medium, and 165°F for well done. (Note: the
steak will continue cooking and reach its
final cooking temperature while it rests.) 

7. The most common mistake everyone
makes is cutting into your meat the minute
you pull it off the pan or grill. This will
result in all the flavorful juices spilling out
of your steak and onto the plate—leaving
you with a sad piece of meat. Always let a
steak rest for 5 to 10 minutes so that the
juices will make their way back to the center
of the meat, and you'll be rewarded with a
moist, mouthwatering steak and be well on
your way to becoming a professional chef, at
least in the eyes of your family and friends.    

Tips for cooking a great steak every time



CAMPBELL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
1675 Winchester Boulevard (near Hamilton),
Campbell, 95008. Church Office: 378-3472.
www.campbell-umc.org. E-mail us at: camp-
bell_umc@earthlink.net. SUNDAY WORSHIP:
9:00 and 10:30 a.m. Handicapped, hearing-
impaired friendly facility. (Nursery Care avail-
able). SUNDAY SCHOOL for every age at 9:00
a.m. WHAT YOU WILL FIND:  Youth/Young
Adult programs, Choirs for all ages, Active
Senior Fellowship, a dynamic and diverse
congregation of seekers motivated to explore
the questions of faith and life; opportunities
for fellowship, study, spiritual growth and out-
reach. Campbell UMC is a Reconciling
Congregation ~ ALL ARE WELCOME!
Campbell UMC sponsors Bright Days pre-
school, offering a play-based, developmental-
ly appropriate curriculum. Call 378-8422 for
information. 

CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF ALMADEN
VALLEY, UCC
6581 Camden Ave., San Jose, CA 95120.
Pastor, Rev. Dr. Michele Rogers Brigham. 408
268-0243
www.AlmadenCongregational.org
We are a welcoming Church engaged in pro-
gressive approach to faith, worship and giving
to our local community. We are proud to be
UCC, Open and affirming (O&A) and welcome
members of the LGBT community. We sup-
port local Innvision Shelter Feedings once a
month, San Francisco Night Ministry, Second
Harvest Food Bank, Church World Service,
and communities Responding to End Poverty.  
Worship 9:00AM, Sunday School 10:00 AM
Sundays. 
1st Sundays in Worship: Holy Communion
2nd Sunday in Worship: Folk Choir
3rd Sundays at Coffee Hour:  Round Table
Disc.
4th Sundays in Worship:  Blessing of
Birthdays/Anniversaries/other "joy" Occasions
Tuesday, AA Meetings, 8:15-9:15 PM.
Wednesdays, 9:30 AM., Women's Study
Group 

CHURCH OF CHRIST
5351 Carter Ave., San Jose 95118
408.265.5837
www.bibleroad.org
We strive to be a group of Christians that love
and honor God and Jesus Christ in our daily
lives. We assemble each Sunday to encour-
age each other through singing, studying,
praying and sharing in the Lord’s supper.
Simple—just like what one reads about in the
New Testament.
Bible class at 9:30 AM, Worship at 10:30 AM.
Located in south San Jose near Kooser Rd.
and Camden Ave. (behind the Almaden Valley
Athletic Club).Come make new Christian
friends!

EAST VALLEY CHURCH
We are a Multicultural Christian Community
committed to making Christ known to our
Neighbors, Community and World. 
Sunday Schedule: Coffee and Conversation
9:15am Worship 9:45am, Sunday School for
all ages 11:15am
Childcare is provided for all our Sunday
Services.  Our NEW Children’s Building is
Open!
Uplifting music, Biblical teaching, ministries
for Children, Youth, College & Career, Small
Groups for all adults, Ministries to Men,
Women, Seniors, Celebrate Recovery (Please
see website for details and meeting times
www.eastvalleychurch.com )
Continued on next page...

VBS:  June 13th  – 17th (5:45-8:30pm) &
Sports Camp:  July 18th  – 22nd (9am -
12:30pm)   For more details or to register
please visit our website
Senior Pastor – Pastor Ron Johnson,
Community-Life Pastor - Pastor Patrick Boyd,
Children’s Ministry Co-Directors – Alyssa
Friend and Kristen Pearson
We are located at 2827 Flint Ave (Between
Tully & Norwood) San Jose, CA 95148,
Phone 408-238-0231, e-mail info@eastvall-
eychurch.com
We are associated with Converge Worldwide
www.convergeworldwide.org

THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH IN ALMADEN 
6581 Camden Ave. San Jose, CA 95120.
The Rev. Shelley Booth Denney, Rector
Phone:408-268-0243 Web:www.eca-sj.org 
At the Episcopal Church in Almaden (ECA),
we are joyful followers of Jesus Christ.
Through worship, study, fellowship and out-
reach, we strive to nurture and grow a strong
faith community of believers, a family of all
ages, where each member feels welcomed,
loved, valued and empowered to serve.
Children are especially welcomed and cher-
ished as an important part of God's family. All
junior high and senior high students are wel-
come to participate in our Youth Groups.
During the school year we have joint Sunday
School with our sister church, the
Congregational Church of Almaden Valley,
UCC. The Episcopal Church in Almaden offers
the following regular opportunities for wor-
ship: Sunday at 7:30AM and 10:45AM, Holy
Communion service. Each Sunday service is
followed by a coffee hour for friendship and
conversation.

EVERGREEN VALLEY CHURCH
Visit our Web Site at wwww.evcsj.com
2750 Yerba Buena Rd. San Jose, CA 95121.
Phone: 408-274-7422. Saturday worship is at 5
pm. Sunday worship services at 9 am and 11
am.. Excellent contemporary Christian music
and Bible-based teaching. Nursery care and
Children’s Sunday School programs at 9 am
and 11 am. Junior High students meet at 9am
and High School students meet at 11am. Nuevo
Comienzo: Servicio en espanol, Domingo 4pm.

FIRST CHURCH DOWNTOWN
Worshipping at 55 N. 7th Street, in downtown
San Jose.  (Horace Mann school) firstchurch-
downtown.com
Telephone: (408) 294-7254 x310. We are a
community serving the Christ from the heart
of the City, working to know Jesus and make
Jesus known by serving, worshipping, and
learning together.  Worship services are at
10:00 AM at the Horace Mann Community
Center (7th and Santa Clara Streets). Worship
includes both contemporary and traditional
music, a message that is relevant to real life,
based in the Bible, and meaningful to people
of all ages and backgrounds.  We work in our
community to provide real assistance and
long-term, life-saving solutions: food, hous-
ing, counseling, and spiritual direction.  Our
children's & families' ministries include
Sunday classes, outdoor family activities
such as bike rides and fishing trips.  Come,
Make a Difference and feel the difference God
can make in your life!

GRACE CHURCH OF EVERGREEN
www.GraceChurchSJ.Net
See you on Facebook
2650 ABORN ROAD at Kettmann, across
from Evergreen Public Library. Serving
Evergreen for over 50 Years. John S
Goldstein, Pastor
Christian Worship every Sunday at 
11.00 am
Together let us build lives toward excel-
lence!
Music Institute
(408)791 7772
After School lessons on Piano, Violin, 
Viola, Flute
PreSchool
Age 2-6 years 
caring for your 
child with God’s love and affection
(408) 791 7772
Immigration Services
Call for Appointment
(510)584 1824

HOLY SPIRIT CATHOLIC CHURCH
Faith.Knowledge.Community - this is our
promise to our members. If you are looking
for an active Christian faith community, we
invite you to experience Holy Spirit Parish
Community. All are welcome! We are located
at 1200 Redmond Avenue, San Jose, CA
95120. Mass is celebrated at 8:30 a.m.
Monday - Friday. Our weekend Mass schedule
is Saturday 5 p.m., Sunday 8 a.m., 9:30 a.m.,
11:30 a.m. and 6 p.m. Rite of Reconciliation

is every Saturday at 4 p.m. or by appoint-
ment. Our Parish Office is open Monday -
Thursday 8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. and Friday
9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. Call 408-997-5100 for
recorded information or 408-997-5101 to
speak with someone in our parish office.
Information on Faith Formation for children
and adults can be obtained by calling our
Catechetical Office at 408-997-5115. Get in
the loop with our 3sixty High School Youth
Ministry by calling 408-997-5106. Holy Spirit
School serves grades Pre-K through 8th, and
is located at 1198 Redmond Avenue. You can
reach the school office at 408-268-0794.

THE POINT CHURCH
www.ThePoint.Church
3695 Rose Terrasse Circle. San Jose CA
95148. Located at the top of Aborn Rd and
Murillo Ave.
Come be inspired and build your faith as we
worship together this Sunday @ 10:30 AM.
KidsPoint is our children's ministry, serving
infants through 5th grade. It is a fun and safe
experience for kids as they grow in their walk
with God. ONE is our student ministry, serv-
ing 6th through 12th grades. We help lead
students into a growing relationship with
Jesus through conversations, fun and service.
Because of the diversity of Evergreen we offer
church services in 5 languages, each with
their own auditorium and pastor.
10:30 AM English, Mandarin, Cantonese and
Cambodian. Spanish at 1:00 PM. 

SAINT ANTHONY CATHOLIC CHURCH
We invite you to become a part of our hos-
pitable, intimate Catholic parish.  We are a
caring community, promoting spiritual growth,
reaching out to people in need and where you
get to know people by name.  We offer chil-
dren's religious education (CREATE); Youth

Ministry (BLAST & X-STATIC); Scripture Study
(day & evening); Senior's Group and many
other adult ministries as well.  Saint Anthony
parish is located in Almaden Valley at 20101
McKean Road, San Jose, 95120.  Our week-
end Masses are at 4 p.m. on Saturday at our
historic church at 21800 Bertram Road in
New Almaden, CA  95042 and on Sunday at
8:30 a.m., 10:30 a.m., and 5:30 p.m. at the
McKean Road location.   Our Parish Office is
open Monday 9 a.m. - 12 p.m. and Tuesday
thru Thursday, 9 a.m. - 12 p.m. and 1 - 4
p.m.  For more information, stop by the
Parish Office or call 1+ (408) 997-4800, or
visit our website at
www.churchstanthony.com. Fr. Larry Hendel,
Pastor.

ST. BASIL THE GREAT GREEK ORTHODOX
CHURCH
6430 Bose Lane, San Jose, CA 95120
Church Office 408-268-3214    
Clergy:  Fr. Allan Boyd 
Experience our Lord Jesus Christ after the
manner of the earliest Christians.  All are wel-
come to our warm, multicultural Church com-
munity, where services are done primarily in
English.  What happens when you reunite cre-
ated matter to its Creator?  Come and see!
Sunday worship: Orthros – 8:30 am
Divine Liturgy – 9:30 am
We also celebrate Liturgy on most feast days.

ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI CATHOLIC CHURCH
5111 San Felipe Rd., San Jose, CA 95135
408-223-1562. www.stfrancisofassisi.com
www.stfrancisofassisipreschool.org
We invite you to join our community of faith
located in the Evergreen area of San Jose. We
are an inclusive diverse community striving to
serve as Disciples of Jesus Christ in the foot-
steps of St. Francis, offering prayerful and

joyful liturgies; evangelization, fellowship, and
service opportunities to the community. We
offer spiritual opportunities for all ages,
including children's liturgy, dynamic E.C.H.O -
Jr. High, IGNITE - High School and North Star
-Young Adult Ministries, along with small faith
communities and opportunities to help the
poor and marginalized of San Jose. Our
Preschool is the only Catholic Preschool
offering quality family oriented service in the
Evergreen and Silver Creek areas. Our Chapel,
Gathering Hall, Parish Office, Mission Center,
Parish Gift Shop, Memorial Garden and
Preschool are all located at 5111 San Felipe
Rd. 
Please come join us to worship at one of the
following times and locations: 
St. Francis of Assisi Chapel
Saturday 5:00PM, Sunday 8:30 AM, 10:30
AM, 12:30 PM, 4:00 PM (Mass in
Vietnamese), 6:00 PM Youth Mass
St. Francis of Assisi Gathering Hall 
Sunday 9:00 AM, Sunday11:00AM, Igbo
Mass - Second Sunday of the month 12:30
PM
Mt. Hamilton Grange - 2840 Aborn Road
Sunday 9:30 AM 
The Villages Gated Community (Cribari
Auditorium)
Sunday 8:15 AM
For more information, please call or visit us at
the Parish Mission Center open M-F 9:00 AM
-12:00 PM; 1:00 PM - 4:00 PM. Come join
us and share your presence with us so that
together we may grow and share our gifts to
help build God's Kingdom!

Worship listing advertisements are
$495 annually. (408) 898-7534.
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DAVID & VICKI
HARRIS

2921 Villages Parkway,
San Jose

(408) 754-1572

DAN WALKER
Realtor® CalBRE #00758244

Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage
410 N. Santa Cruz Avenue, 

Los Gatos, CA 95030
(408) 892-4813 

email: Dan.Walker@cbnorcal.com

GLORIA 
ASHDOWN

(408) 398-1516
gloriaashdown@aol.com

KRAIG 
CONSTANTINO

kcreteam@gmail.com
www.KraigsListings.com

(408) 219-9122

Open Saturday 
& Sunday 
1:00-4:00
1285 McAbee
Estates Place
$1,499,950
5 bed 4 bath
3485+/- sqft
Therese Swan
408.656.8240
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Real Estate

PAT 
O’CONNOR

(408) 691-7322
poconnor@kw.com

RICH
CROWLEY

(408) 256-4221
AlmadenHomes.com

CAROL CAMILLI-
MONTGOMERY

www.camillihomes.com
carolcamilli@kw.com

(408) 209-7809

STACY 
SEYMOUR

(408) 960-9416
www.stacyseymour.com

stacy.seymour@cbnorcal.com
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Clothing - Sportswear

BJ & J Sports Awards & Gifts Offering a full line of men’s, women and chil-
dren’s NFL, MLB, NBA and Sharks apparel. Gifts ranging from flags and mugs to
hats; perfect for the sports fan in your life! (408) 578-4858 5483 Snell Ave, San
Jose, CA www.bjjsportsawards.com

Battery Patrol Rescuing motorists for over 10 years! We offer a full line of bat-
teries including car, RV, boat, wheelchair, and more. Call for the battery and we
will provide as well as install the batteries to get you on the move again. (408)
597-6628 San Jose, CA.

Juan’s Printer Repair Don’t spend cash to service and repair your printers and
computers - just call me. I also sell and service reconditioned office equipment.
(408) 238-7694 3315 Sylvan Dr, San Jose, CA www.jprservices.com

Computer Training Consultants Wonder what all those programs do on your
PC? Let us help you take full advantage of your system. Certified wireless net-
work administrator classes. Learn desktop software such as Quickbooks. (408)

380-0600 2446 Almaden
Road, San Jose, CA
www.comptraining.com 

Power Washing Systems
Store-front power washing to
transform the face of your
business or home. Bring life
back to your outdoor areas.
Deep clean all hard surfaces
from driveways to patios
with high quality professional
equipment. You’ll be amazed
by the difference! (408) 529-
9615 1322 Yosemite Ave,
San Jose, CA www.pwspow-
er.com 

Car Batteries

Computer Repair/Service/Training

Pressure Washing

SAME DAY CLEAN UP & GO TRASH HAULING
We Take Everything! 

We do all loading!  Residential/Commercial
Trash Removal, Hauling Front/Backyards, Garage,

Hoarder Cleanouts, Home/Rentals Clean-ups,
YARD SERVICE, Front/Backyard cleanups,

Tree/Shrub Removal, Shed/Deck Removal. Fire safety! 
MOVING ASSISTANCE IN/OUT
Senior/Military Discounts

7 DAYS, RAIN OR SHINE!

(408) 729-0630

MORENO HAULING

Hauling

Repairs and PaintingShoe Repair

Call now to place your ad by
phone: (408) 898-7534

Home Services

Jewelry/Watch Repair

Michael W Boyd, 
Owner
Cell 408-391-2809
Fax 408-371-1083
Off. 408-371-5040
www.Boydstreeservice.com
boydstree@yahoo.com
Cont. Lic.  2-23-1993

Boyd’s Tree Service - Since 1984

Tree Service

Tree trimming, Structurally pruning Tree
removal, Stump grinding and landscape
maintenance. Find us on Yelp.

Real Estate

TimesClassifieds



SAN JOSE ALMADEN
1096 BLOSSOM HILL ROAD, SUITE 200   408.448.4488

ALMADEN VALLEY $1,385,000
Location, Location!! 
4 BR 2.5 BA Updated home. Ideal loca-
tion in popular family-friendly neighbor-
hood. Large inviting backyard & Top rated
schools! You will love it!
Margaret Yost & David Yost, 
CalBRE #00947936 
408-445-5133 & 408-757-9678

ALMADEN VALLEY $1,149,000
COMING SOON 
4 BR 2.5 BA Approx. 1955 sq ft sin-
gle story home on a large lot that
backs to the park. Great views of
hills. In-ground pool.
Gloria Ashdown, 
CalBRE #01322520 408-398-1516

WILLOW GLEN $1,099,950
Close to Downtown WG 
4 BR 2 BA Wonderful home in desirable
neighborhood with tree-lined streets &
numerous parks within walking distance.
Relaxing backyard & patio
Ron Mason, 
CalBRE #01145613 408-896-6794

MORGAN HILL $999,000
Gorgeous Views! 
4 BR 3.5 BA Amazing property on approx
2/3 acre for hobby farm, horse or open
space. Privacy yet conveniently located
Near Hayes Valley community!
Robyn McKeon Powers, 
CalBRE #01378342 
408-582-3785

EVERGREEN $899,000
Evergreen Gem! 
4 BR 2.5 BA Completely remodeled
in 2011. Soaring ceilings in the living
& dining room. Beautifully updated
kitchen. One bedroom downstairs.
Bill Robertson, 
CalBRE #01362607 408-314-7070

BLOSSOM VALLEY $825,000
Vista Park neighborhood 
3 BR 2.5 BA Spacious tri-level
home with inviting backyard. Close
to Meadow Park, freeways VTA,
and shopping center! Must See!
Kim Nicholson, 
CalBRE #01799950 408-506-5447

MILPITAS $799,000
Great Commute Location 
3 BR 2 BA Easy access to 880/237/680.
Close to Great Mall & public transit.
Corner location with permitted enclosed
patio/bonus room.
Robyn McKeon Powers, 
CalBRE #01378342 
408-582-3785

BLOSSOM VALLEY $530,000
Wonderfully Spacious Condo 
2 BR 1 BA Great location! Private, end-
unit with vaulted ceilings, balcony &
no unit above. An abundance of win-
dows make this home very bright!
Ron Mason, 
CalBRE #01145613 408-896-6794

THE VILLAGES $434,950
Rebuilt in 2010! 2 BR 2 BA End unit
provides maximum privacy & a path
for non-stair access. Many
upgrades. Beautiful views from
patio. Golf Cart included!
Ron Mason, 
CalBRE #01145613 408-896-6794


