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ByChiefMaster Sgt.
DavidW.Myers

We’ve all heard the Air
Force core values many
times, but today I would
like to touch on the second
value, “Service Be-
fore Self”. Whether
it is a crew chief stay-
ing late to recover an
aircraft and prepare
it for the next day’s
mission, or a finance
technician ensuring
an order is not only cer-
tified in AROWS but also
updated for MilPay and
DEERS, we have all been
faced with the choice to
cut corners.
The crew chief could

choose to recover the jet
and “chalk-and-walk,” leav-
ing it for the next person to
take care of. The finance
technician could choose to
complete the minimum by

simply certifying the order,
but is either choice an ex-
ample of the right thing to
do? Each person can ar-
gue that they did what they
were tasked to do, but is
that putting the customer

first? Is it choosing
to live the Air Force
value of “Service Be-
fore Self?” We are set-
ting our customers up
for failure by doing the
minimum, which in
turn means possible

mission failure.
We have also all seen

what doing the bare min-
imum can lead to: a main-
tenance non-delivery for
Tuesday morning’s flying
schedule, or an individu-
al’s pay or health insur-
ance lapsing. Both of those
outcomes could have last-
ing ramifications and are a
big deal. Lost sorties mean
a pilot will lose required

flight hours, hurting their
qualification. Unqualified
pilots could lead to a drop
in SORTS reporting for the
flying unit, as well as a loss
of funding to theWing. An
individual who has a lapse
in their pay and health-
care benefits may have an
emergency situation during
that timeframe, although
repairable, causes undue
stress for that person. Al-
though both examples are
“worse-case” scenarios, we
need to consider how im-
portant our jobs are and
how they affect the Wing’s
mission and the lives of our

members.
We’ve heard from the

Secretary of the Air Force
down the chain-of-com-
mand say, “One team: One
fight,” or, “all of our jobs
make the mission happen.”
It is true that we all make
the mission happen!
The next time you have

the chance to go the extra
mile and put “Service Be-
fore Self,” please do so. The
choice will not only provide
better care for your fellow
Airmen, it will ensure mis-
sion success allow us to live
up to our Wing motto, “We
Stand Ready!”

LETTERFROMTHECHIEF

Service Before Self = Mission Success!
We’ve heard from the Secretary
of theAir Force down the chain-
of-command say, “One team: One
fight,” or, “all of our jobsmake the
mission happen.”
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On the cover: Airmen from the 127th Wing at Selfridge Air National
Guard Base, launch their A-10Thunderbolt II’s from the 107th
Fighter Squadron for exercise Red Flag at Selfridge Air National
Guard Base, Mich., on June 8, 2017. Exercise Red Flag is an
advanced aerial combat training exercise hosted at Eielson Air
Force Base, Alaska. Since 1975, air crews from the United States
Air Force, United States Navy, United States Marine Corps, United
States Army and numerous NATO or other allied nations’ air forces
take part in one of several Red Flag exercises held during the year,
each of which is two weeks in duration.
U.S. AIR NATIONAL GUARD PHOTO BY MSGT. DAVID KUJAWA

ByTech. Sgt. Dan
Heaton

When America needs to
flex some air power, it has a
ready force of highly-skilled
Citizen-Airmen here in the
Michigan Air National
Guard. Case in point: on
a warm June morning, a
computer expert from one
of the world’s largest man-
ufacturing companies, an-
other from a federal law
enforcement agency and a
third who has spent his en-
tire career in the Air Force,
huddled together on the
flight deck of a KC-135 Stra-
totanker to upgrade some
software in the on-board
computer.
One weekend a month,

all three Airmen come to-
gether with the 191st Main-
tenance Squadron as part
of the Michigan Air Na-
tional Guard. Tech. Sgts.
John Kerschenheiter, Crys-
tal Guetschow and Staff Sgt.
Alex Bastow are all guid-
ance and control special-
ists assigned to the KC-135
unit at the base.
Kerschenheiter is a full-

time Airmen at the base.
He initially worked on F-16
Fighting Falcons, a fighter
aircraft, before switching
over to the “heavies” – the
far larger, multi-engine KC-
135 Stratotanker. Hewas as-
signed to F-16s both in the
active duty Air Force and as
a full-time member of the
Air National Guard, prior
to making the transition.
Guetschow works on avi-

onics systems for the U.S.
Customs & Border Protec-
tion’s Great Lakes Air &
Marine Wing, also based
at Selfridge, across the run-
way from the Air Force op-
erations here. She’s also re-
cently home from an over-
seas deployment with the

KC-135s, where she “picked
up a lot of experience work-
ing on the jet.”
Bastowworks in data an-

alytics for one of Detroit’s
three major automakers.
He’s also deployed several
times with the Michigan
Air National Guard.
“It makes for a good

team, when we’re at Self-
ridge or when we go on one
of our trips,” Kerschenheiter
said.
Over the 127th Wing’s

June’s drill weekend, the

three serv icemembers
worked together as a sin-
gle unit, uploading soft-
ware to the aircraft’s cen-
tral computing module.
With Guetschow reading
instructions from a tech-
nical manual, her two fel-
low sergeants sat in the pi-

lot’s and co-pilot’s seats of
the aircraft, performing the
upload.
“I think it is the camara-

derie really that keeps you
coming back,” Guetschow
said. “You come out here
and you get to serve with a
great group of people.”

EXPERTISE

Team of Citizen-Airmen bring
diverse skills to Selfridge

U.S. AIR NATIONAL GUARD PHOTOS BY SENIOR AIRMAN RYAN ZESKI

Tech. Sgts John Kerschenheiter and Crystal Guetschow, along with Staff Sgt. Alex
Bastow, perform maintenance inside the cockpit of a KC-135Stratotanker on the flight
line at Selfridge Air National Guard Base, Mich., June 11, 2017. The three Airmen work
together as a single unit, uploading software to the aircraft’s central computing module.

“Itmakes for
a good team,
whenwe’re at
Selfridge or
whenwe go on
one of our trips.”
Tech. Sgt. John Kerschenheiter
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military families
Help, Join,

or learn more at
selfridgeCommunityCouncil.com

selfridge base
Community
CounCil

supports ourThe purpose of Selfridge
Base Community Council
is to continue and improve
the outstanding relationship
between the civilian
community and the military
service community centered
at Selfridge Air National
Guard Base in Macomb

County, Michigan.

ByTech. Sgt. Chelsea E.
Barber

The 127th Wing cheered
on female veterans dur-
ing the Selfridge Valor Cup
LPGA Pro-Am event here
on May 22. The event, orga-
nized by Eisenhower Center
and Army Morale, Welfare
and Recreation program,
provided a unique oppor-
tunity to connect approxi-
mately 60 women veterans
with 16 professional golfers
and kick-started the week-
long Volvik LPGA tourna-
ment.
“This is the first time ever

where they have professional
LPGAplayers pairedwith fe-
male veterans playing a pro-
am,” said John Cornack,
president of Eisenhower
Center. “We thought let’s do
something for the female
veterans who want to be

seen and want to be heard.”
Laura Chirio, program

coordinator for Eisenhow-
er’s “After the Impact” pro-
gram and coordinator of the
pro-am event, also serves as
a captain in the Michigan
Army National Guard. She
said the golf outing helps to
empower a typically under-
served population.
“A lot of times, female vet-

erans don’t identify as vet-
erans, whether it be due to
stigma or just not feeling
identity to being a veteran,”
Chirio said. “This doesn’t re-
ally happen very oftenwhere
you have this many female
veterans together, it’s really
empowering for the veterans
in general.”
Paula Creamer, an LPGA

professional player, has close
ties to the military. Her hus-
band is an Air Force C-17
Globemaster III pilot in ad-

dition to her father and a
cousin having served. She
said while travelling around
the world for tournaments,
she always tries to find the
local base to thank service-
members.
“I just think these are the

real heroes in our world and
if I can take the time out to
anywhere I go to say thank
you, then I take the oppor-
tunity to do that,” Creamer
said.

TOURNAMENT

127th Wing welcomes female veterans, LPGA golfers

U.S. AIR NATIONAL GUARD PHOTO BY MSGT DAVID KUJAWA

Sixteen of the best female golfers from the Ladies Professional Golf Association teamed
up female veterans at Selfridge Air National Guard Base for the Selfridge Valor Cup LPGA
Pro-Am Tournament May 22to help bring awareness to issues that female veterans face.

“We thought let’s
do something
for the female
veteranswho
want to be seen
andwant to be
heard.”
John Cornack, president of
Eisenhower Center
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Two emergency responders from the 127th Wing Fire
Department at Selfridge Air National Guard Base,
rush to a volunteer with simulated injuries during a
Mass Accident Readiness Exercise at Selfridge Air
National Guard Base, Mich. on June 10, 2017. The an-
nual exercise simulated a plane crash with approxi-
mately 100 victims.

BEING PREPARED

TRAINING

Leadership of the Joint Reserve Intelligence Center
(JRIC) Detroit, Selfridge Air National Guard Base, Mich.,
takes deep pride in congratulating a select group of Sail-
ors for their advancement and promotion. These Sailors

are combat-ready informationwarfighters capable of win-
ning wars, deterring aggression and maintaining free-
dom of the seas.
Congratulations to the following Petty Officers:

CONGRATULATONS

JRIC Detroit Sailors advance

NORTHWOOD UNIVERS I TY • ADULT DEGREE PROGRAM - SELFRIDGE

Thank you Team Selfridge for your service. We are proud to assist you in your education goals on base.

Offering on base and online classes toward

• CCAF completion

• Associate of Arts in Management

• Bachelor of Business Administration - various majors

• Bachelor of Science in Applied Management

Active duty, Guard, Reserve, DOD, dependents and veterans can attend.

BLDG825 • Joint Service Training Facility
586.463.2496 • www.northwood.edu

Northwood University is committed to a policy of nondiscrimination and equal opportunity for all persons regardless of race, gender, color, religion, creed, national origin or ancestry, age, marital status, disability or veteran status. The University is also
committed to compliance with all applicable laws regarding nondiscrimination. Northwood University is accredited by the Higher Learning Commission, a member of the North Central Association (800-621-7440; higherlearningcommission.org). 16-8803
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EDUCATION

DETROIT, MICH.» Maj. Gen. Leonard Isabelle,
assistant Adjutant General and Commander
of the Michigan Air National Guard, poses
with Tuskegee Airman Lt. Col. (ret.) Alexan-
der Jefferson, at Coleman A. Young Interna-
tional Airport on May 26, 2017.
Jefferson and Isabelle attended the 127th

Wing’s third and final event in the “Inspire
the Next Generation” series. The Tuskegee
Airmen were featured, among several other
groups and exhibits, to expose the students
to job opportunities in military aviation. Jef-
ferson, who received his commission from the
Tuskegee flight school during World War II,
wants students to make education their pri-
ority.
“Be smart, be a nerd!” Jefferson urged stu-

dents.

Inspiring the
Next Generation

By Lt. Robby Chavez

Twice a year each U.S. Coast Guard Air
Station nominates an outstanding enlisted
flight crew member for the Lt. Robert A.
Perchard Memorial Trophy. This award
was established in 1963 by the parents and
friends of the late Lieutenant Perchard,
who gave his life along with his fellow crew
while executing a search-and-rescue mis-
sion in Alaska. This award allows pilots
at aviation units to recognize flight me-

Air Station Detroit
flight crew member
nominated for
Perchard Trophy

RECOGNITION

NOMINATION » PAGE7
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chanics and rescue swimmers who dem-
onstrate exemplary performance, superior
technical aviation acumen, as well as pro-
fessional, and leadership skills while con-
ducting flights.
This period, Petty Officer 2nd Class Alyse

Corle, an aviation electrical technician, has
been selected by Air Station Pilots. She was
instrumental in conducting both ground
and flight operations while demonstrating
mature and highly evolved operational risk
management skills.
While while returning from an exhaust-

ing search-and rescue case in the extreme
eastern reaches of the Coat Guard’s Ninth
District, she picked up a faint mayday call
over the radio and quickly plotted the po-
sition, fortuitously
near the aircraft’s lo-
cation. Upon sight-
ing the vessel in dis-
tress, Corle urgently
directed the pilots
and rescue swim-
mer to prepare for
hoisting. Just before
sending the rescue
swimmer down to
the water, she no-
ticed a U. S. Coast
Guard 45-foot boat
approaching from
behind the helicop-
ter and quickly rec-
ognized the potential danger in the devel-
oping situation. She determined that the
45-foot boat was a better platform to con-
duct the rescue, ensuring the safety of the
rescue swimmer and survivor.
During the most recent hurricane sea-

son, Corle was given less than 24 hours no-
tice to deploy in response to Hurricane Mat-
thew. During the deployment she ensured
the helicopter was prepared with the nec-
essary equipment to conduct rescues in al-
most any condition. After arriving in the
operating area, she coordinated secure air-
craft parking, fueling operations, and tools-
and-maintenance facilities so the crew
could continue to be postured for search-
and-rescue missions.
Not only is Corle an amazing flight me-

chanic and aviation electrical technician,
she continues to foster the growth of ju-
nior flight mechanics by mentoring them
through the unique challenges Air Station
Detroit faces each summer. She is always a
go-to for difficult aircraft electronics trou-
bleshooting and is a common face in the
downtown Detroit volunteering commu-
nity. Corle is well-deserving of this award
and continues to be a great ambassador for
Air Station Detroit.

Corle
iswell-
deserving
of this
award and
continues
to be a great
ambassador
for Air
Station
Detroit.

Nomination
FROMPAGE6
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ByTech. Sgt. Chelsea E.
Barber

Twelve teenagers scram-
bled into a large orange life
raft as chilly gusts of wind
blew against their backs.
They rolled around inside
trying to regain balance,
sat upright and looked to-
ward fellow passengers
while laughing.
“You need to work as a

team,” shouted Chief Mas-
ter Sgt. Anthony Liggins,
chief boom operator with
the 171st Air Refueling
Squadron here. “It’s amaz-
ing what you can do when
you get ten people working
together towards a com-
mon goal.”
The life raft was on ex-

hibit as part of the 127th
Wing’s second event in its
“Inspiring the Next Gen-
eration” series here on
May 19. The series of three
events was organized to in-
form area high school stu-
dents on career opportu-
nities in the military, each
with a unique theme. The
event focused on science,
technology, engineering
and mathematics career
fields in the military.
The events’ organizer, Lt.

Col. Brian K. Davis, told the
students that many peo-
ple believe if they meet a
job’s minimum qualifica-
tions then they should be
automatically hired. Davis,
commanding officer of the
127th Operations Support
Squadron wants the stu-
dents to understand that
meeting the minimum cri-
teria doesn’t guarantee
anyone a job.
“To become an A-10 pi-

lot the minimum score
is 52, but the last several

we’ve hired were in the
90’s,” Davis said of the Air
Force Officer Qualifica-
tion Exam. “You need to
talk with someone who’s
already doing the job to
figure out how to become
competitive.”
Representatives from the

Academy of Model Aero-
nautics, Department of
Homeland Security, Civil
Air Patrol, Misty Blues
Skydiving team and oth-
ers spoke with students
about career opportunities
as well as volunteer service
and leadership programs.
Students, many of whom
were members of their high
schools’ Air Force Junior
Reserve Officer Training
Corps programs, were able
to interact with flight sim-
ulators, remote-controlled
helicopters and even sol-
dered small parts to build
robots.
The Civil Air Patrol re-

cruits students to develop
leadership skills, partici-
pate in search and rescue
programs and learn about
aerospace. Events like “In-
spiring the Next Genera-
tion,” and the upcoming
100th anniversary celebra-
tion and air show in Au-
gust, give members an op-
portunity to reach out to
their target demographic.
“We are very excited to

be a part of the upcoming
100th anniversary celebra-
tion and air show as vol-
unteers.” said 1st Lt. Jenna
Gleason, cadet commander
of the 176th Selfridge Com-
posite Squadron. “The air
show gives us a great op-
portunity to do some more
recruiting so we can train
for our next generation.”
The centennial celebra-

tion will connect the com-
munity with Selfridge’s
organizations on a much
larger scale when it kicks
off on August 19. The event
will showcase the history
of the last 100 years, in ad-

dition to showing the di-
verse range of aviation
and military career oppor-
tunities that will continue
to exist here in the future.
Chief Master Sgt. Tony
Whitehead, 127th Wing
Command Chief believes
opening the base to the stu-
dents, and ultimately to the
public, is a great opportu-
nity to garner support from
the community.

TEAMWORK

Selfridge seeks to inspire next generation
Base hosts
event for county
high schools

RIGHT: Students from
Macomb County area
high schools participate
in a robotic programming
exercise with instructors
and exhibits from Saint
Clair Technology Education
Center (TEC) at Selfridge
Air National Guard Base.

U.S. AIR NATIONAL GUARD PHOTOS BY MSGT. DAVID KUJAWA

Staff Sgt. Vang Yang from the 127th Air Refueling Group, suits up a student from Centerline high school with an aircraft
survival vest, body armor and flight helmet at Selfridge Air National Guard Base, Mich. on May 18, 2017. Students from
Macomb County area high schools were treated to a variety of aircraft static displays, simulators, and activities with a
focus on inspiring the next generation in the areas of Science Technology Engineering and Math (STEM).

|SelfridgeFlyer | JUNE 20178



ByOrvie B. Baker, Jr.

The 127th Wing’s sexual assault
prevention and response office
hosted Catharsis Productions to
conduct, “Got Your Back” training
here on June 9 and 10.
“Got Your Back,” an interactive

conversation that integrates the
research on sexual predation and
bystander intervention into a dis-
cussion about sexual violence, ful-
filled the triannual equal opportu-
nity training requirement forWing
members. The training addressed
how sexualized language and a tol-
erance for coercive cultural norms,
contribute to an environment
that allows perpetrators to offend
against both female and male vic-
tims, while avoiding accountability.
After the training,memberswere

refreshed on several key points of
equal opportunity education, spe-
cifically in regards to how to iden-
tify the impact of sexual violence on
victims and the military’s mission.

The training also drew attention to
male victims of sexual assault, the
ways in which they are victimized
and the unique challenges they face
when identifying as a victim.
The “Got Your Back” training

does not use power point slides,
but interactive activities and ex-
plicit language that people may en-
counter in certain environments.
Catharsis Productions has a saying
that they, “fight fire with funny,” a
proven technique that allows the au-
dience to openupand sharewithout
feeling their input doesn’t matter.

PRESENTATION

127th Wing SAPR Office hosts, “Got Your Back”

U.S. AIR NATIONAL GUARD PHOTO
BY TERRY ATWELL

The Selfridge Sexual Assault
Prevention and Response Office
hosted the interactive “Got Your
Back” seminar here June 9and 10.
Got Your Back is a newway of training
people to understand, identify, and
combat sexual harassment through
bystander intervention.
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F E A T U R I N G T H E
USAF THUNDERBIRDS

Selfridge Air National Guard Base | August 19-20, 2017
Admission and Parking are FREE

Limited Premium Box and Flightline Club Seats available at:

TEAMSELFRIDGE.COM

Thirty Airmen from the
127th Wing pose for a
group photo after being
presented with a certifi-
cate of graduation from
the Community College
of the Air Force during
a ceremony at Selfridge
Air National Guard
Base, Mich., on June 11,
2017. The CCAF concept
evolved in the early 1970s
as a means of gaining
accreditation and recogni-
tion for Air Force training.

ACCOMPLISHMENT

CCAF graduates presented with
certificate of graduation, June 11

U.S. AIR NATIONAL GUARD PHOTO BY MSGT. DAVID KUJAWA
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By Sgt. 1st Class
JimGreenhill
National Guard Bureau

RIGA, LATVIA » The friend-
ship struck between then
U.S. Army Maj. Greg Vad-
nais and Latvian Army
Capt. Raymonds Graube
in 1993 strained conven-
tional logic.
A lmost one-quar ter

century later, the impact
of their professional rela-
tionship seems just as im-
probable.
“You’re the guy I was

training to fight,” Vad-
nais recalls telling Graube
in 1993 when the two met
at the Michigan National
Guard’s Camp Grayling
Joint Maneuver Train-
ing Center. Latvian forces
were taking part in one of
the very first exchanges
between the Baltic nation

and the Midwestern state.
What made the meet-

ing extraordinary was that
until the fall of the Berlin
Wall just four years ear-
lier, on Nov. 9, 1989, and
the subsequent collapse of
the Soviet Bloc of commu-
nist nations allied with the
former Soviet Union, Vad-
nais and Graube had been
on opposite sides in a 44-
year Cold War.
Instead, the two became

acquaintances and, over
time, firm friends through
the pairing of Michigan
with Latvia through the
National Guard’s State
Partnership Program.
Maj. Vadnais became

Maj. Gen. Vadnais, the ad-
jutant general of the Mich-
igan National Guard.
And Capt. Graube?
He became Lt. Gen.

Graube, commander of

Latvia’s National Armed
Forces until his October
2016 retirement.
Meanwhile, the bud-

ding National Guard State
Partnership Program - en-
dorsed in 1993 by chair-
man of the Joint Chiefs of
Staff Army Gen. Colin Pow-
ell and U.S. European Com-
mand commander Army
Gen. John Shalikashvili as
a way to build partnerships
with non-NATO countries
as they embraced democ-
racy and market econo-
mies - blossomed from its
initial three partnerships
on the Baltic coast to 79
nations worldwide, and is
still growing.
“It’s one of the premiere

programs not only in the
National Guard, but in the
Department of Defense,”
Vadnais said during a visit
here this week. “The bang

for the buck, the juice you
get for the squeeze, is in-
calculable. It’s a great fit -
something we can support
and we can sustain.”
Vadnais accompanied

Air Force Gen. Joseph
Lengyel, the chief of the
National Guard Bureau,
and other senior National
Guard leaders, on a visit to
the partner nation and to
see National Guard troops
taking part in Saber Strike
2017, the latest iteration of
a longstanding U.S. Army
Europe-led cooperative
training exercise amongst
U.S., Estonia, Latvia, Lith-
uania, Poland and other al-
lied and partner nations.

The senior leaders also
joined the European Com-
mand’s State Partnership
Program Conference in
Garmisch-Partenkirchen,
Germany, where partici-
pants in the command’s 22
SPP security cooperation
relationships attended.
The enduring relation-

ship between Latvia and
Michigan is just one exam-
ple of pairings between na-
tions and National Guard
states that thrive through-
out EUCOM.
Army Gen. Curtis Scap-

arrotti, EUCOM com-
mander and Supreme Al-
lied Commander Europe
of NATO Allied Command

Operations, has character-
ized the European area of
responsibility as a theater
in transition.
EUCOM’s renewed em-

phasis on deterrence and
defense is aimed at offset-
ting Russia, neutralizing
violent extremist orga-
nizations and destabiliz-
ing Iranian influence. The
SPP Conference focused
on more fully and broadly
integrating the National
Guard program into EU-
COM’s theater strategy.
“Our allies and part-

ners are vital to U.S. na-
tional security,” Lengyel
said. “The long-term, en-
during relationships that
National Guard SPP states
have fostered with our Eu-
ropean allies and partners
has been critical in devel-
oping the strategic foun-

CAMARADERIE

National Guard partnerships support EUCOM theater objectives

EUCOM»PAGE 12

“Our allies and partners are vital
to U.S. national security.”
Air Force Gen. Joseph Lengyel, chief, National Guard Bureau

3 4 9 2 0 G r a t i o t • C l i n t o n To w n s h i p

Hours:
Mon-Fri 9:30-6:30
sat 10-5 • sun 11-5

(586) 229-2558
Phone

G r a t i o t & 1 5 M i l e
M3 SURPLUS

July 4th Celebration Sale!

Beat 
the Heat!

ShortS
& tankS
20% off
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dation upon which to fur-
ther develop interopera-
bility and integration. Our
challenge now is to inno-
vate the next phase of the
SPP in Europe in light of
the evolving strategic en-
vironment.
“Based on the discus-

sions I saw taking place
in Garmisch,” the CNGB
added. “I am more than
confident we will collec-
tively rise to the chal-
lenge.”
Long-term relationships

are the secret to the suc-
cess of the SPP’s contribu-
tions to combatant com-
mands’ security coopera-
tion strategy.
Whereas most military

assignments are limited
to two to three years, Na-
tional Guard officers and
noncommissioned officers
interact with their for-
eign counterparts, in some
cases, for decades - as was
the case with Vadnais and
Graube.
“Raimonds and I kind of

grew up together,” Vadnais
said. “It’s the personal re-
lationships as well as the
professional relationships
that allow you to have the
frank and honest conver-
sations so we’re not wast-
ing time and, more impor-
tantly, resources. That’s
foundational to trust. You
can’t surge trust.”
More than two decades

since that first meeting,
Vadnais is recognized on
the streets of Riga like a
celebrity, the personifica-
tion of Latvia’s partnership
with the United States — a
relationship that has seen
Latvia transition from se-
curity consumer to secu-
rity provider.
Michigan Guard com-

bat forces have also co-de-
ployed with Latvian sol-
diers to Afghanistan three
times. Three Latvian sol-
diers — Edgars Ozolins,
Voldemars Ansevics and
Andrejs Merkusevs - died
fighting shoulder-to-shoul-

der with Michigan’s Min-
utemen.
Latvia’s President Rai-

monds Vejonis has dined at
Vadnais’ Michigan home,
and the adjutant general
escorted Gen. Lengyel
for a meeting at the pres-
ident’s residence during
this week’s visit. The two
also met with U.S. Ambas-
sador to Latvia Nancy Pet-
tit, Latvian Defense Minis-
ter Raimonds Bergmanis,
Chief of Defense Maj. Gen.
Leonids Kalnins, and other
senior leaders.
Like the adjutants gen-

eral who lead the National
Guard’s other SPP rela-
tionships, Vadnais said his
state’s relationship with
Latvia has been a win for
Michigan’s Guard.
“You get myopic in your

view of the world if you
never leave your home,”
he said. “The SPP really
contributes to the overall
readiness of our Army and
our Air Force.”
It ’s a two-way rela-

tionship that has helped
Michigan improve its mis-
sion to secure the home-
land. To use just one ex-
ample, Vadnais said his
state’s cyber presence has
been strengthened because
Latvia is a world leader, in
part because the Baltic
states have been targeted
by cyber-attacks.
“They have some tactics,

techniques and procedures
we’ve adopted,” he said.
“I love the SPP and what

it does,” Lengyel said. “Our
foreign partners repeat-
edly tell me how grateful
they are for all they gain
from their SPP relation-
ships. They are more pro-
ficient than they were in
1991 - and so is the Na-
tional Guard.
“There is no doubt our

SPP experience is one of
the factors that has con-
tributed to our growth,”
he continued. “In turn, it
better enables us to exe-
cute our missions fighting
America’s wars, securing
the homeland and build-
ing partnerships while en-
hancing our contribution
to the Joint Force.”
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Air Force Gen. Joseph Lengyel, chief, National Guard Bureau; President Raimonds Vejonis, president of Latvia; and Army
Maj. Gen. Greg Vadnais, adjutant general, Michigan National Guard, in Riga, Latvia, June 12, 2017.

| SelfridgeFlyer | JUNE 201712


	TMD_SSF_170625_S_001
	TMD_SSF_170625_S_002
	TMD_SSF_170625_S_003
	TMD_SSF_170625_S_004
	TMD_SSF_170625_S_005
	TMD_SSF_170625_S_006
	TMD_SSF_170625_S_007
	TMD_SSF_170625_S_008
	TMD_SSF_170625_S_009
	TMD_SSF_170625_S_010
	TMD_SSF_170625_S_011
	TMD_SSF_170625_S_012

