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Anguillan reggae artist Omari Banks will perform on the main stage at Artscape on Sunday, July 23, 2017. The New York Times noted that the Reggae singer sounds
like “a cross between Bob Marley and Bob Dylan,” while Vibe Magazine said Banks has a voice as “calming as chamomile and charisma that bubbles like a champagne
toast.” Banks is scheduled to perform for an hour beginning at 3:30 pm,  (See article on page 10)                               Courtesy Photo

Anguillan Reggae Artist, Omari Banks to Perform at Artscape
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NOTICE

By Stacy M. Brown

In 2014, the number of Baltimore resi-

dents living with diagnosed HIV stood

at 17,505, according to statistics pro-

vided by the Department of Health.

Sixty-five percent were men and 35

percent were women while 76 percent

were African-Americans. Latinos made

up four percent while 14 percent were

white.

In part, due to these statistics, officials

with an initiative started by the National

Association for the Advancement of

Colored People (NAACP) called the

Black Church & HIV are hosting a “Day

of Unity” on Sunday, July 23, 2017 to

bring together pastors to preach about

HIV as a social justice issue in conjunc-

tion with the NAACP annual convention

in Baltimore. The event will feature sev-

eral faith leaders who promise to work

to inspire action and stop what they call

the social injustices that have led to the

unequal impact of HIV on black Amer-

ica, which comprises 12 percent of the

United States population, but 41 percent

of all individuals living with HIV.

“HIV disproportionally affects the

black community, and any time we see

anything disproportionally affecting one

group of people more than others, we

must question if the root cause has to do

with social injustices,” said Pastor

William Francis, the lead servant at the

Atlanta Faith in Action Center and am-

bassador of the Black Church & HIV:

The Social Justice Imperative Initiative. 

“For generations, the Black Church has

been a leader for change in the black com-

munity on issues of social justice, the ini-

tiative is applying this tradition of social

justice advocacy to the HIV epidemic,”

Francis said. “The Day of Unity is impor-

tant because it unites faith leaders from

across the country to preach about HIV as

a social justice issue and really harnesses

the power of the pulpit and black churches

to fight this epidemic.”

“So often, people with HIV feel alien-

ated from the church and the sense of

community it can provide. Day of Unity

reverses this and says we see you; we

love you; let us pray for you; and let us

help you. We are called by God to love

all our brothers and sisters and the Day

of Unity exemplifies this,” Francis said.

The initiative takes its mission from a

famous quote from the African-Ameri-

can author James Baldwin, who said,

“Not everything that is faced can be

changed, but nothing can be changed

until it is faced.”

So, on the Day of Unity, organizers

want to pass the message that they want

everyone to face HIV together, and put

their faith into action. 

The Day of Unity began in 2012 and

more than 120 churches have signed up

to participate in this year’s event— six

are in the Greater Washington D.C. and

Baltimore area. 

Each year, more are recruited to partici-

pate and raise awareness about HIV, its

disproportionate impact the black com-

munity and the role the Black Church

can play in turning the tide, according to

Francis. 

The initiative works to overcome

stigma and address HIV as an issue of

social justice by conducting faith leader

trainings across the 30 U.S. cities which

bear the greatest burden of HIV; obtain-

ing formal resolutions from mainline 

denominations to incorporate HIV mes-

saging into church activities; and inte-

grating HIV-related materials into

required course curricula in predomi-

nantly black seminaries.

“The higher rates of HIV among

African Americans in the U.S. point to

the overwhelming injustices in the polit-

ical, healthcare, economic and educa-

tional systems,” Francis said. “During

the Day of Unity, I hope to raise aware-

ness of the social injustices surrounding

the HIV epidemic to as many people as

possible.” 

“We encourage participants to get 

involved in Day of Unity in at least one

of three ways, which include, preaching

about HIV as a social justice issue, shar-

ing our social media posts and acting by

downloading our new resources which

start to answer questions as to how we

can address HIV in Black America,”

Francis said.

For more information about the Day of

Unity, visit https://theblackchurchand-

hiv.org/day-of-unity/.

Day of Unity addresses HIV disparities during 108th NAACP Convention

(Left) Reverend William Francis, pastor at the Atlanta Faith in Action Center and ambassador of the Black Church & HIV:
The Social Justice Imperative Initiative. (Right) Faith leaders and members of the community join arms in a prayer circle
for HIV sufferers.                                                                                              Courtesy Photos/Day of Unity Organizers 
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All the feels
Laugh out loud, wipe your tears and fall in love with the best in Black entertainment. Enjoy your favorite TV 
shows, movies, music and more. Get behind-the-scenes footage, news, and up close and personal with the 

hottest stars and directors. It’s all in one easy-to-access place – Black Film & TV on XFINITY On Demand.
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to $5.00/mo.) and other applicable charges extra and subject to change during and after the promo. After promo, or if any service is cancelled or downgraded, regular charges apply (subject to change). Service limited to a single outlet. 
May not be combined with other offers. TV: Limited Basic service subscription required to receive other levels of service. XFINITY On Demand selections subject to charge indicated at time of purchase. Internet: Actual speeds vary and 
are not guaranteed. Requires XFINITY service. Voice: $29.95 activation fee applies. If there is a power outage or network issue, calling, including calls to 911, may be unavailable. 2-year term agreement required with prepaid card offers. 
Early termination fee applies if all XFINITY services are cancelled during the agreement term. Cards issued by MetaBank®, Member FDIC, pursuant to a license from Visa® U.S.A. Inc. Cards will not have cash access and can be used 
everywhere Visa debit cards are accepted. Money-back guarantee applies to one month’s recurring service charge and standard installation charges up to $500. Watch Marvel's Luke Cage on Netflix. © 2016 MARVEL & ABC Studios. 
To access Netflix on XFINITY X1 requires an eligible X1 set-top box with XFINITY TV and XFINITY Internet service. Netflix streaming membership required. © 2017 Comcast. All rights reserved. NPA204387-0005
 DIV17-3-AA-$89X1TP-A4

Call 1-800-XFINITY, go to xfinity.com or visit your local XFINITY Store today

Ask how to get a
$200 Visa® Prepaid Card 

when you step up to a 
Complete HD Triple Playa month for 24 months

with a 2-year agreement

XFINITY X1 Triple Play

8999$
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Being Too Much!
By Laura Finley

Some people are just too much, as the story goes or too “extra,” in the parlance of

today’s youth. That is, they are more than the status quo can take. They challenge

the norms, they are unapologetic, and instead of rejecting it, as is often expected,

they remain fiercely committed to their difference. Instead of embracing this atti-

tude, we ridicule and we reject people who are too much. 

However, isn’t it precisely those over-the-top people, those creative innovators,

those “unruly” people, who are most needed in our world today? 

Instead, we minimize, dismiss and marginalize those who don’t fit nicely into our

binary definitions of whatever the issue may be. Not skinny? You’re too fat. Too

thin? You’re anorexic. Too optimistic? You’re naïve. Too somber? You must be 

clinically depressed. Ask for what you want? Too pushy. Don’t ask? Not assertive

enough.

While this binary-thinking problem afflicts the United States as a whole, it is per-

haps most acutely on display when we talk about gender. Women who embrace

their sexuality are too slutty. Women who refuse to succumb to prescribed notions

for post-40s dress are too old. Women who lead are bossy. During the 2016 presi-

dential campaign— and through all of her previous campaigns— Hillary Clinton

was repeatedly described as “shrill” whenever she got animated about a topic. Yet,

male candidates often talk loudly (and, as Donald Trump demonstrated during the

debates) and over female candidates, this pejorative is not used to describe them.

And, before I am accused of some radical man-hating agenda, I completely 

acknowledge that women are part of the problem. Writing in Forbes in April 2012,

Jenna Goudreau noted how women also find others who are too much to be intimi-

dating. Women who happen to be attractive and also have a successful career and

personal life are often persona non grata with other women. Popular culture con-

tributes to this notion that if women with children happen to be successful in any

realm outside of motherhood, they are instantly less likeable unless they are that

rare breed of super-palatable celebrity moms, like Reese Witherspoon and Jessica

Alba. The message is clear: Tone it down, don’t push too much, don’t achieve too

much…don’t be too much.

The problem goes beyond a simple narrowness of identity. Rather, this view that

anyone who is more than me is to be disregarded or reviled limits much needed so-

cial change. As Anne Helen Peterson wrote in her book Too fat, too slutty, too loud,

these unruly people are the ones who help chip away at antiquated notions of femi-

ninity and masculinity. They challenge stereotypes and shatter glass ceilings. It is

not people who play it safe who will be our leaders but those who take risks and

persevere through pushbacks.  

So, what if instead of making fun of the unruly people who are too-this or too-that,

we asked what it is about our culture that bothers us so much about someone who

smashes the either/or categorizations? What if we taught our kids that not only are

people different from one another in terms of looks, interests and abilities but that

success looks differently for everyone? In fact, what if we encouraged— no, really,

not just in half-hearted, “be all you can be” mantras— all people to go for it? To

pursue with passion what excites them? To wear what pleases them? To use their

bodies as they desire?

That’s the kind of world I’m up for.

Laura Finley, Ph.D., teaches in the Barry University Department of Sociology 
& Criminology and is syndicated by PeaceVoice.

Community Affairs
Paul Butler takes 

on police brutality 

in new book
By Lauren Victoria Burke
NNPA Newswire Contributor

Police brutality in the black commu-

nity is as old as law enforcement itself.

Former federal prosecutor Paul Butler

speaks in depth on the issue in his new

book, "Chokehold: Policing Black

Men."  

"Even as a prosecutor I was a still a

black man,” said Butler during an inter-

view on MSNBC with Rev. Al Sharpton.

“I was even arrested for a crime I didn't

commit…I was acquitted in less than

five minutes."

In his book, Butler points out that

black people have never been in a situa-

tion of good faith in America with 

police.

"When we say that the system is target-

ing black men, that's true," Butler told

Sharpton. Butler worked as a prosecutor

at the Department of Justice and is now

a professor at Georgetown Law School

in Washington, D.C. Butler also had a

few recommendations for decreasing 

incidents of police brutality.

"Half of cops should be women,” But-

ler suggested. “Women cops are much

less likely to shoot people." 

Butler continued, "Cops should have

college degrees. Cops with college 

degrees are much less likely to shoot 

unarmed people.”

Butler takes a “no-holds-barred” ap-

proach to writing about police brutality.

In his book, he also points out that

white men commit the majority of vio-

lent crime in the United States and that a

white woman is ten times more likely to

be raped by a white male acquaintance

than becoming a victim of a violent

crime perpetrated by a black man.  

Butler also speaks forcefully about the

unwarranted fear whites have of blacks,

and how that perception ends up impact-

ing American policing.

Lauren Victoria Burke is a speaker,
writer and political analyst. Lauren is
also a frequent contributor to the NNPA
Newswire and BlackPressUSA.com.
Connect with Lauren by email at
LBurke007@gmail.com and on Twitter
at @LVBurke.



By Charlene Crowell 
NNPA Newswire Columnist

For the 12th consecutive year, Amer-

ica’s national homeownership rate has

declined, according Harvard University’s

Joint Center for Housing Studies (JCHS)’

annual report, "State of the Nation’s

Housing 2017." This year’s report also

found these declines vary by race and

ethnicity. 

As some might expect, the steepest

homeownership decline occurred in black

communities, where the percentage of

homeowners dropped to 42.2 percent.

Among the nation’s largest metro areas,

black homeownership declined the great-

est in Atlanta, Baltimore, Dallas and De-

troit. By contrast, Latino-American

homeownership is higher at 46 percent,

but both communities of color severely

lag behind the nearly 72 percent rate of

White homeownership. 

“The ability of most U.S. households to

become homeowners,” states the report,

“depends on the availability and afford-

ability of financing.” 

And therein lies the crux of the problem:

access and affordability. 

The lack of access to mortgage financ-

ing in black America has a long history

rooted in outright discrimination by pri-

vate actors such as banks, and supported

by inequitable federal housing policies

that favored white communities, while

intentionally disadvantaging Black com-

munities. This discrimination hindered

generations of black families from enter-

ing and remaining among America’s mid-

dle class. These practices also resulted in

lower levels of both black wealth and

homeownership.  

Today, applying for a mortgage means a

visit to a bank where high incomes, low

debt and high credit scores are among the

most favored measures for loan applica-

tion success. Since the foreclosure crisis,

according to the JCHS report, the median

credit score for an owner-occupied home

purchase origination increased from

about 700 in 2005 to 732 in 2016. 

Just as communities of color were

wrongly targeted for predatory and high-

cost mortgages that pushed them into

foreclosure, these same communities are

the most likely to have suffered credit

score declines from foreclosures, unem-

ployment or delinquent debt— or a com-

bination of all three. 

According to a 2017 CFED report, "A

Downpayment on the Divide," the mort-

gage denial rate for blacks is more than

25 percent, near 20 percent for Latinos,

but just over 10 percent for white appli-

cants. 

The issue of housing affordability is just

as challenging. CFED also found that

whites are three times more likely than

Blacks to receive financial assistance

from families to pay for down payments

and other up front costs that accompany a

mortgage. The racial disparity is due to

America’s history of whites being able to

accumulate wealth through homeowner-

ship opportunity while blacks were 

denied. As a result, black households typ-

ically delay homeownership eight years

longer than whites, resulting in a compa-

rable delay in building home 

equity.  

JCHS also found that nearly 39 million

American families are financially chal-

lenged with their cost of housing. 

So, is the American Dream of home-

ownership realistic for communities of

color? 

A June 29, 2017,  public hearing before

the U.S. Senate Banking Committee 

focused on how mortgage finance reform

and government-sponsored enterprises,

also known as GSEs, must live up to its

“duty to serve” all communities.  

“Homeownership is the primary way

that most middle-class families build

wealth and achieve economic stability,”

testified Mike Calhoun, President of the

Center for Responsible Lending. “Wide

access to credit is critical for building

family wealth, closing the racial wealth

gap and for the housing market overall.” 

In the throes of the 1930s Great Depres-

sion, Congress created the GSEs to pro-

vide stability to capital markets and to

increase the availability of mortgage

credit throughout the nation. They were

also given a mandate: Serve all credit

markets all times, ensuring access and

availability across the country.  

From 2003 to 2006, the years leading up

to the housing crisis, the GSEs followed

an unfortunate private mortgage market

trend. By loosening underwriting guide-

lines, particularly for Alt-A no documen-

tation loans, millions of foreclosures

occurred and GSE credit losses led to

conservatorship under the Housing and

Economic Recovery Act of 2008, also

known as HERA. HERA also enacted a

number of reforms that have made

today’s market stronger. 

Now, with far fewer foreclosures 

nationwide, Congress is deliberating over

the future of the GSEs and $6.17 trillion

in mortgages they now hold along with

Federal Housing Administration issued

mortgages. 

“Home equity accounts for only 30 per-

cent of the net worth for wealthier house-

holds,” continued Calhoun, “but consti-

tutes 67 percent for middle-to-low 

income households. Home equity 

accounts for 53 percent of African-Amer-

ican wealth as compared to 39 percent for

whites.”  

Homebuyers of the future will be more

racially and ethnically diverse than those

of the past. The JCHS reported that non-

whites accounted for 60 percent of

household growth from 1995-2015. By

2035, it predicts that half of millennial

households will be non-white.

When communities of all sizes, colors,

and economies succeed, so does America.

While much of our nation has financially

recovered from the foreclosure crisis that

brought the loss of homes, jobs, busi-

nesses, and wealth, recovery has been 

uneven and left many communities 

behind. 

Those entrusted with leadership roles in

the public and private sectors must agree

that it is in our national interest to ensure

that the recovery is inclusive and sustain-

able long-term. Broad access to mortgage

credit still helps families and the national

economy. 

“The goal must be to ensure that the full

universe of creditworthy borrowers—

regardless of where they live, including

in rural areas, or who they are—have 

access to the credit they need to be able

to secure a mortgage so that they can

build their American dreams,” Calhoun

concluded. 

Charlene Crowell is the communications
deputy director for the Center for 
Responsible Lending. She can be
reached at Charlene.crowell@responsi-
blelending.org.  
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New Harvard study finds steep declines in black homeownership in major cities



By Tiana Hunt
NNPA/DTU Journalism Fellow

Darrell Williams is a rising senior at

Morehouse College, who has big dreams

of being a creative director, one day.

Williams, 24, is currently a student

scholar with the National Newspaper Pub-

lishers Association’s “Discover The Unex-

pected” Journalism Fellowship program.

At Morehouse, Williams is a drama

major with a minor in cinematography. 

Williams was born and raised in Lan-

dover, Md., and is the oldest of his sib-

lings; his younger sister, T'Keyah, is

22-years-old and his younger brother,

Rashad, is 12-years-old.

"I was the first in my family to pursue a

career in business administration, but

my life changed after I received mentor-

ing,” said Williams. “I was inspired to

pursue my passion in acting, dancing

and creative directing." 

Williams’ didn’t take a straight and nar-

row path to Morehouse.

"I went to Towson University in Balti-

more for one year, then I transferred to

Prince George’s Community College in

Largo, Md.; then I transferred to More-

house College. I wanted to go to More-

house, because of the brotherhood and to

learn how to interact with other men in a

positive manner; I wanted to join a net-

work of successful men." 

Williams is now a man of Kappa Alpha

Psi Fraternity Incorporated and he is

more determined to help others and pur-

sue his passion.

"I pledged to Kappa Alpha Psi Frater-

nity, because I believe in the organiza-

tion’s values. The mission, values and

morals that the Kappa's live by are im-

peccable,” said Williams. “Being a part

of Kappa Alpha Psi, I learned that man

must know thyself and, no matter what,

you have to keep moving forward and

that you can’t make any excuses.”

Williams also learned that he has to

stand strong in who he is. Networking

opportunities are another benefit of 

becoming a Kappa.

The Maryland native said that two of

his biggest accomplishments, so far,

have been getting a scholarship to attend

Morehouse and joining Kappa Alpha Psi

Fraternity.

Williams said that he is optimistic

about his future and appreciative of all

of the opportunities that come his way.

Before the NNPA/DTU Journalism Fel-

lowship, Williams said that he didn’t

know much about the Black Press, but he

looks forward to learning more. Williams

is excited for his future and about the

chance to enrich his journalism skills this

summer at The Louisiana Weekly.

"I hope to learn all that I could possible

learn about the Black Press and the

NNPA, this summer,” said Williams. “I

desire to become a stronger writer and

storyteller. I know that I need improve-

ments in some areas, but I am open to

constructive criticism and I am eager to

learn more.”

Williams continued: “I know that the

NNPA fellowship can help me with my

journalism skills. The opportunity to 

intern with The Louisiana Weekly was a

needed experience. I do not take

NNPA/DTU fellowship lightly.”

Tiana Hunt is a 2017 NNPA “Discover
The Unexpected” Journalism Fellow
and a recent graduate of Clark Atlanta
University. This summer, Tiana is writ-
ing for The Louisiana Weekly, a member
newspaper of the NNPA. Follow Tiana
on Twitter @TianaTaughtYa. 
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Morehouse student follows his passion, finds the Black Press

National Newspaper Publishers Association’s “Discover the Unexpected” Journalism Fellow Darrell Williams is a drama major with a minor in cinematography at
Morehouse College with dreams of being a creative director, one day.                                                                                    Photo Credit: Freddie Allen/AMG/NNPA
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Our DTU Fellows are busy connecting and collecting amazing stories from the African American community! This year, Discover the Unexpected 

presented by the all-new 2018 Chevrolet Equinox in partnership with the National Newspaper Publishers Association includes students from 

Howard University, Spelman College, Morehouse College and Clark Atlanta University. Check out the inspirational stories and exciting videos 

from our 8 DTU Fellows from Atlanta, Washington D.C., Raleigh and New Orleans.

DISCOVER THE UNEXPECTED 
DELIVERS INSPIRATION AND MORE!

DISCOVER MORE OF THEIR STORY AT NNPA.ORG/DTU#discovertheunexpected

2017 DTU Fellows: Noni Marshall (Howard University), Alexa Spencer (Howard University), Darrell Williams 
(Morehouse College), Tiana Hunt (Clark Atlanta University), Ayron Lewallen (Morehouse College), Taylor 
Burris (Spelman College), Jordan Fisher (Clark Atlanta University), Kelsey Jones (Spelman College)
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By Turron Davenport

The Baltimore Ravens have been trying

to find a way to repeat the success they

enjoyed running the ball in 2014 with

Gary Kubiak as their offensive coordina-

tor. They averaged 126.2 yards per game

and ended up with 2,019 yards rushing

in the season.

Justin Forsett led the team with 1,266

rushing yards and was was fifth in the

NFL. Forsett is long gone, and now Bal-

timore is employing a committee ap-

proach to their running back situation.

Ravens head coach John Harbaugh had

high praise for his group of backs sup-

plemented by the addition of free agent

Danny Woodhead.

“Terrance West has done really well.

He has looked good in practice. I also

think that Kenneth Dixon has looked 

really good. Danny Woodhead has

looked good at practice," Harbaugh 

explained after a minicamp practice.

"Lorenzo [Taliaferro] has done a good

job. So, I feel really good. [Javorius]

‘Buck’ [Allen] has done a really good

job. ‘Buck’ has been very quick and 

explosive, so I feel good about all of

those guys. But definitely, Terrance, I

think he worked really hard in the off-

season, and he has improved.”

Terrance West will likely get the bulk

of the carries. He came back in really

good shape, which was noted by Har-

baugh. The former Towson running back

gained 774 yards last season and scored

five touchdowns.

Second-year running back Kenneth

Dixon is also an intriguing option. He is 

capable of running the ball inside, and has

the speed to get outside and turn the corner. 

Woodhead gives Baltimore a player who

can gain chunks of yards in a hurry. He

presents a serious matchup problem for

opposing defenses. The Ravens can line

him up in the backfield and motion him to

the slot or outside to force linebackers to

walk out and have to cover him.

That is a mismatch that quarterback Joe

Flacco will be able to take advantage of.

Woodhead is also a dangerous player in

the screen passing game. 

At 5-foot-8, 200 pounds, Woodhead is

the lightning component to go along

with the power running style from West,

a 5-foot-11, 225-pound back. He'll be an

effective change of pace for Baltimore.

Then there is Javorius 'Buck' Allen, a

slashing running back that has the vision

to see a cutback lane and get there to

gain extra yards. He has been relatively

underused over the last season after see-

ing plenty of action in 2015.

Allen was frustrated about being inac-

tive often last season. He checked into

OTAs hoping to get a fresh start. How

his role is defined remains to be seen.

Nevertheless, he is a talented back that

can catch the ball out of the backfield as

well as handle a heavy workload in the

rushing attack.

Having lost fullback Kyle Juszczyk to

the San Francisco 49ers via free agency,

the Ravens now have to find his replace-

ment. Juszczyk's departure turned out to

be perfect timing for Lorenzo Taliaferro. 

At 6-foot-0, 225 pounds, Taliaferro is

smaller than Juszczyk (6-foot-1 and 240

pounds), but he has inherited the full-

back role for Baltimore. It will take

some time to get acclimated to being the

lead blocker and doing the things that a

fullback is asked to do, but Taliaferro is

up for the task if it means staying on the

Ravens roster.

The objective is to pound the football and

work the play action passing game to take

advantage of Flacco's throwing power. If

they can do so, Baltimore will once again

be a threat to make the playoffs.

Ravens have a full stable of running backs

STARTS FRIDAY, JULY 28 CHECK LOCAL LISTINGS FOR 
THEATERS AND SHOWTIMES

NO PURCHASE NECESSARY. Supplies limited. One prize per winner. Each pass admits two. Seating is available 

on a fi rst-come, fi rst-served basis and not guaranteed. Employees of all promotional partners and The Baltimore 

Times are not eligible. All decisions are fi nal.

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN A PASS
(ADMITS 2) TO THE ADVANCE SCREENING,

VISIT BTIMES.COM CLICK ON “LIFESTYLES” 
AND CLICK ON “CONTEST”

INVITES YOU AND A 
GUEST TO A SPECIAL 
ADVANCE SCREENING

IN THEATERS JULY 28

Baltimore Ravens running back Terrance West came back to camp in really good
shape this year, which was noted by Head Coach John Harbaugh after a mini
camp practice. Last season, the former Towson running back gained 774 yards
and scored five touchdowns.                                       Courtesy Photo/NFL.com 

For a chance to win a pass 

(admits 2) to the advance screening, 

email: kreevie@btimes.com
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By Sally Altland Bjornholm, LCSW-C,
MPH, Program Manager, HIV/HCV
Routine Testing and Linkage to Care
The JACQUES Initiative
Institute of Human Virology, University
of Maryland School of Medicine

Hepatitis C is a major factor in the life

of 57-year-old Cynthia Richardson. 

“I was an IV drug user and shared nee-

dles,” she said. “I used to go to a clinic

for routine testing. One day in 1994,

they found I had hepatitis C.” 

Despite the test results, it took Richard-

son a while to get her life together. 

“I stopped drinking and drugging, and

I’ve been clean for 14 years,” she said.

Hepatitis C, a virus known as HCV, is

curable with pills, and new medicines

are on the way. Despite the cure, HCV

accounts for 30 percent of liver trans-

plants in the United States and can lead

to fatal liver disease.

One of the big issues with HCV is how

easily it can spread through blood or

blood products. 

That reality has made Richardson, a peer

educator and navigator at the University

of Maryland Medical Center Midtown

Campus, a strong advocate for hepatitis C

testing, providing support and education

and assisting newly diagnosed Hep C pa-

tients and those who dropped out of treat-

ment get back into care.

In many ways, Richardson sees her

own risky behavior mirrored in the peo-

ple she tries to help each day. The risk-

taking contributes to what she calls an

epidemic of Hep C, intertwined with 

escalating drug abuse in and around Bal-

timore. Most troubling is the rising tide

of opioid overdoses. If not outright

deadly, the overdoses suggest habits that

can lead to HCV infection.  

“You know they’re sharing needles.

And with that comes the risk that Hep C

will keep spreading,” she said.

On  Friday July 28, 2017, free Hepatitis

C testing will be available at University

of Maryland Medical Center (UMMC)

Midtown Campus (Community Health

Education Center - CHEC), 821 Eutaw

Street; and at the UMMC University

Campus, 22 S. Greene Street, from 10

a.m. to 3 p.m.

The free testing, sponsored by UMMC

Community Outreach and the

JACQUES Initiative  at the University

of Maryland School of Medicine’s Insti-

tute of Human Virology, is part of World

Hepatitis Day, to raise awareness about

what the hepatitis virus is, what it can 

do to the liver and how it’s spread and

treated. 

The most common blood-borne virus,

HCV is a contagious disease usually

spread when an infected person's blood

enters the body of someone not infected,

primarily affecting the liver. 

“About half of those with HCV don’t

know they have it, meaning they can

spread the virus without intending to, 

so it’s important to get tested and protect

yourself by not sharing razors or needles

and practicing safe sex,” said  Eleanor

Wilson, MD, MHS, assistant professor

of medicine at the University of Mary-

land School of Medicine’s Institute of

Human Virology.

HCV can be acute— a short-term

viral infection that spontaneously clears

within six months. But people with

what's known as chronic HCV can live

for decades without symptoms. Chronic

HCV is the leading cause of cirrhosis

(scar tissue that replaces normal liver

tissue) and liver cancer. 

“If we can identify and treat the HCV

cases aggressively, then we can reduce

the progression to cirrhosis and liver

cancer, and the need for liver transplan-

tation,” said liver disease specialist

William R. Hutson, MD, professor of

medicine at the University of Maryland

School of Medicine and medical director

of liver transplantation at the University

of Maryland Medical Center. 

Several groups of people are key tar-

gets for HCV testing: “Baby boomers”

born between 1945 and 1965, anyone

with a history of intravenous drug use,

anyone who had a transfusion of blood

products before 1992, and individuals

who had tattoos done outside of a pro-

fessionally licensed business. 

After living with HCV for many years

without symptoms, Richardson has

begun taking a medication that can cure

the disease. 

“Hepatitis C will keep spreading if

people don’t get tested for it. Some peo-

ple are afraid of finding out, or afraid

their partner may reject them. But Hep C

can be deadly, so why not be tested, 

especially when it can be cured,”

Richardson said.  

For more information, call 443-682-

1401.

Half of those with Hepatitis C in Baltimore don’t know they have it! 

Cynthia Richardson, Linkage to Care Navigator, JACQUES Initiative, University
of Maryland School of Medicine’s Institute of Human Virology

Courtesy Photo/UMMC

Facts about Hepatatis C by the numbers:

•HCV kills 1.34 million people worldwide each year— as many as HIV/AIDS, 

tuberculosis and malaria combined. 

•Hepatitis C, along with its cousin hepatitis B, causes 80 percent of liver cancer 

cases across the world.

•The silent killer: An estimated 4.1 million people in the U.S. are infected with 

HCV, but half of them don’t know it. 

•Residents of Baltimore City and Baltimore County account for 55 percent of 

reported HCV cases in Maryland— an estimated 26,000 to 40,000 people.

•In Baltimore City, health officials estimate one in every two people with HCV

don't know they're infected.

Free Hepatitis C Testing 

Friday July 28, 2017 — 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

University of Maryland Medical Center, Midtown Campus 

Community Health Education Center 

821 Eutaw Street in Baltimore 

Friday, July 28, 2017 — 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

University of Maryland Medical Center, University Campus

22 S. Greene Street in Baltimore 
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By Stacy M. Brown

Omari Banks has gone from playing cricket in

Anguilla and around the world to playing Reggae

on the main stage at Artscape in Baltimore.

On Sunday, July 23, 2017 Banks has scheduled an

hour-long performance beginning at 3:30 p.m. at

the festival which attracts hundreds of thousands

of spectators each year.

“This is my first time at Artscape and I’m really

excited to perform on the mainstage as I’ve heard

that it’s an amazing atmosphere and I look forward

to experiencing that,” said Banks, who, in 2003,

became the first Anguillan to play test cricket for

the West Indies.

Test cricket is the longest form of the sport of

cricket and is considered its highest standard, ac-

cording to information found on various sports-re-

lated websites.

Test matches are played between national repre-

sentative teams with what’s called “test status,” as

determined by the International Cricket Council.

The two teams of 11 players compete in a four-in-

ning match, which could last a week.

“Playing cricket for the Caribbean team – the West

Indies Cricket Team – was almost every kids’

dream growing up,” Banks said. 

“I thoroughly enjoyed my time doing so but the

passion to get better every day dwindled and I

started playing the guitar more than wanting to

bat or bowl so I knew it was time to move on,” he

said.

Banks said he became immersed in songwriting and

perfecting his musicianship and dedicated his himself

to playing which led to his debut album, “Move On.”

In his biography, Banks said he wanted to take his

music to an international market and use his gifts to

make a positive impression on individuals everywhere.

“Being someone who has already traveled the world

with sports, I’m able to have a broader perspective than

a lot of other people,” he said.

“I can communicate to all levels of thinking from a

child to an adult and my music is ageless and really

touches lives because the stories are true and it talks

about what’s really going on,” Banks said.

The New York Times noted that the Reggae singer

sounds like “a cross between Bob Marley and Bob

Dylan,” while Vibe Magazine said Banks has a voice

as “calming as chamomile and charisma that bubbles

like a champagne toast.”

He’s not just a dynamic performer— Banks

writes and composes most of his own songs

and between his music and his magnetic mojo,

one of Anguilla’s most beloved talents has the

makings of an international superstar, review-

ers at Vibe Magazine said.

Banks said fans will be in for a treat at

Artscape, America’s largest free arts festival,

attracting more than 350,000 attendees over

three days. 

The festival features more than 150 fine artists,

fashion designers and craftspeople; visual art

exhibits on and off-site, including: exhibitions,

outdoor sculpture, art cars, photography and

the Janet & Walter Sondheim Prize; live con-

certs on outdoor stages; a full schedule of per-

forming arts including dance, opera, theater,

film, experimental music and the Baltimore

Symphony Orchestra.

Also featured at Artscape are family events

such as hands-on projects, demonstrations,

competitions, children’s entertainers and street

theater; and an international menu of food and

beverages that’s available throughout the festi-

val site. 

It’s estimated that Artscape has an economic

impact of $28.5 million for Baltimore.

Those factors only contribute to Banks’ deter-

mination to wow the Artscape audience.

“They can expect a happy island feel with a bit

of rock and soul,” he said. “I try to speak posi-

tive through my music.”

Banks will also draw on the inspiration he gets from

his home.

“Anguilla is a beautiful island in the North-Eastern

Caribbean with the population of barely a small town

in most countries,” he said. “But, we are a people of

passion, pride and happiness, not forgetting our beauti-

ful beaches that are second to none.”

Anguillan Reggae Artist to Perform at Artscape

Omari Banks album, “Sunlight” is available on iTunes.
Courtesy Photo
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Theatrical Stage Thriller 
Coming to Theater Project

By Ursula V. Battle
Halloween isn’t until October 31, but

with its haunting and whimsical stories

of horror, the critically acclaimed Victo-

rian Horror Troupe Phantasmagoria, is

sure to leave you believing that the

scariest time of the year might have ar-

rived early.  

Phantasmagoria’s “Wickedest Tales of

All” will rip into Baltimore’s Theatre

Project located at 45 West Preston Street

in Baltimore from Thursday July 27 —

Sunday July 30, 2017.  

The limited engagement marks Phan-

tasmagoria’s return to Theatre Project.

The Victorian Horror Troupe wowed au-

diences and drew sell-out audiences with

its first two touring shows including per-

formances in 2016 at Theatre Project.

The evocative troupe of storytellers,

dancers and chorus will leave you sitting

on the edge of your seat, as they embark

on adventures through their most popu-

lar tales of terror, horrific folk tales, leg-

ends and myths from around the world.

Stories include Edgar Allan Poe’s “The

Masque of the Red Death,” Charles Dick-

ens,’ “A Madman’s Manuscript,” and cen-

turies old ghastly Nursery Rhymes from

“Gammer Gurton’s Garland.” 

Phantasmagoria’s “Wickedest Tales of

All,” was created by John DiDonna,

who is also director of the production.

The co-directors are Seth Kubersky and

Kevin G. Becker. The production also fea-

tures dance, live music, explosive stage

combat, and large-scale puppetry.

Caribbean-born actress Kisheera Victrum

plays “Fabienne” in the production.

“Fabienne is a voodoo priestess who is

on the dark side of the scale,” said Vic-

trum. “You don’t want to cross her. You

want to have Fabienne on your side. She

is always alert, and is always watching.

She is really a fun character to play.”

Victrum attends Valencia College in

Orlando, Florida where she is studying

acting and production design. She recalled

going to see a performance of Phantas-

magoria before auditioning for the troupe. 

“I was blown away,” recalled Victrum.

“I thought the show was outstanding. To

be cast in the show is an absolute dream

come true. The experience has been

amazing. I learn something new every

time I am in the room with the directors

and performers.”

With the ongoing critically acclaimed

success of the past eight years of ongo-

ing original shows, Phantasmagoria’s

“Wickedest Tales of All” will feature the

“Best Of” the last seven years, in newly

approached and re-imagined versions.                        

“Sometimes the story is horror, but not

gory horror,” said Victrum. “It’s more

creepy and mystical. Phantasmagoria re-

ally has its own style. Audiences can ex-

pect to have a really good time at this

show.”

The production also features the cho-

reography of Mila Makarova and Sera-

fina Schiano, fight direction by Bill

Warriner, and all original music and

soundscapes by Les Caulfield and other

artists.

“We also break the fourth wall,” said

Victrum. “We are like the breath on the

back of your neck.”

In addition to Phantasmagoria’s

“Wickedest Tales of All” Victrum’s

stage credits include playing the role of

“Helene” in Sweet Charity, Matron

"Mama" Morton in Chicago and “Sal-

ima” in Valencia College’s production of

Ruined.   

“Acting has been the one thing I

would do for free,” said Victrum noting

she would like to teach one day. “It’s a

bonus that I am getting paid for it. I

want to be the kind of teacher than can

give stage directions, build the set, act,

and make costumes. The more hats you

wear, the more opportunities you will

have in the future.”

“Broadway would also be nice,”

added the 22-year-old with a smile. 

As a child, Victrum says she loved

musicals, and even put on her own

shows. “My cousins and I often pre-

tended we were The Cheetah Girls. I

never lost or grew out of the desire to al-

ways want to perform.”

According to Victrum, a Phantasmago-

ria comic book along with the next stage

production is currently in the works.

“Phantasmagoria 8 ‘Chains of Fire’ is

on the horizon,” she said.

“We are having auditions,

and there are some former

Ringling Bros. & Barnum

& Bailey Circus perform-

ers who want to join us. It’s

very exciting.” 

The talented actress

said she is looking for-

ward to performing in

Baltimore. “This will be

my first visit to Balti-

more,” said Victrum, not-

ing that special thanks

goes out to publicist Edie

Brown. “I can’t wait. I

have a list of places I

want to visit when I ar-

rive. Audiences can ex-

pect an unforgettable

experience.”

Due to some horror ele-

ments, the show is not

recommended for children under seven.

General Admission tickets are $25.00;

$20.00 for seniors/military; and $15.00

for students. For tickets or more infor-

mation, call 410-752-8558 or visit:

www.theatreproject.org

Phantasmagoria heads to Baltimore

Above: Caribbean-born actress
Kisheera Victrum plays voodoo priest-
ess “Fabienne” in the production.
PHANTASMAGORIA’s “Wickedest
Tales of All” features storytelling,
dance, live music, explosive stage com-
bat, and large-scale puppetry.

Courtesy Photos



By Stacy M. Brown

Across the United States, one in eight

Americans, including one in three chil-

dren, struggle with hunger. In Maryland,

more than 682,000 individuals are recog-

nized as food insecure, according to the

United States Department of Agriculture.

Baltimore residents and those across

the state answered the call for help and

generated more than $211,200 for the

Maryland Food Bank to help fight

hunger, according to Walmart Officials.

Walmart’s “Fight Hunger. Spark

Change,” campaign, which kicked off on

April 17 and ran through May 15, encour-

aged individuals nationally to take action

against hunger and help families in need

through simple acts of support online as

well as in-store purchases and donations. 

Nationwide, the campaign raised more

than $19.8 million to support Feeding

America and its nationwide network of

food banks by sharing campaign mes-

sages via social media, donating to local

Feeding America food banks in-store at

the Walmart register, or purchasing se-

lect products that triggered a donation.

“The $211,248.70 raised for the Mary-

land Food Bank in 2017 is record set-

ting, the amount is almost $80,000 more

than last year’s generous donation from

Walmart,” said Amy Chase, director of

Corporate Relations for the Food Bank.

There were a few reasons for the cam-

paign’s success, including the food bank

having sent information to all Walmart

store managers in the area, Chase noted. 

“We personally educated their team on

our mission, in turn making their associ-

ates ambassadors for the food bank

when asking their customers to donate at

the registers and purchase the selected

products from the suppliers that trig-

gered a donation,” Chase said.

Also, she said there was an added com-

ponent this year through Discover where

a donation was triggered every time a

customer used their Discover Card at the

register.

Working with Discover card and five

suppliers, including: Campbell Soup

Company, General Mills, Kellogg Com-

pany, The Kraft Heinz Company and

PepsiCo, the “Fight Hunger. Spark

Change” campaign proved to be a great

example of Walmart’s long-

standing commitment to

hunger relief and our dedica-

tion to ensuring that families

have access to affordable, 

nutritious and sustainably

grown food, said Kathleen

McLaughlin, president of the

Walmart Foundation and

chief sustainability officer for

Walmart. 

“Together with Feeding

America, our suppliers and

customers, we continue to

work in the communities 

we serve to make a real dif-

ference for those who are

struggling with hunger,”

McLaughlin said.

In October 2014, Walmart

announced a commitment to

create a more sustainable food system,

with a focus on improving the afford-

ability of food by lowering the “true

cost” of food for both customers and the

environment, increasing access to food,

making healthier eating easier, and 

improving the safety and transparency 

of the food chain. This commitment 

includes a goal of providing four billion

meals to those in need in the U.S. by

2020, store officials.

“Donations like this go directly toward

buying and distributing food to individu-

als and families in need across the state.

Given the fact that every $1 we receive

enables us to purchase approximately

three meals, that’s equivalent to 633,000

or more meals for food insecure Mary-

landers,” Chase said.

While the numbers around food inse-

curity seem to be improving, Chase says

there is still a lot of work to be done. 

“As it stands now, the level of dona-

tions we receive is not keeping up with

our ability to distribute food. We could

be delivering even more food if we had

more financial resources, and that’s why

we appreciate campaigns like this that

raise awareness around the problem of

food insecurity locally and at a national

level in an effort to get more financial

supporters, advocates, and volunteers,”

she said.

“We thank all those who took part and

helped provide meals for Marylanders in

need,” said Carmen Del Guercio, president

and CEO of the Maryland Food Bank. 

“Most people focus on donating to food

banks during the holiday season, but

thanks to this campaign, we’re able to 

address the issue of hunger during the

spring and summer months, when dona-

tions are often lowest, Del Guercio said.

“That’s why we’re grateful to Walmart

and their partners for supporting our ef-

forts to ensure our hungry neighbors have

regular access to healthy food,” he said.
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Walmart, Maryland Food Bank initiative raises over $211,000

Through Walmart’s “Fight Hunger. Spark Change,” campaign, Maryland residents answered
the call for help and generated $211,248.70 for the Maryland Food Bank to fight hunger 
between April 17 and May 15, 2017. The amount was $80, 000 more than last year. (Pictured)
The Walmart Management Team from the White Marsh Store in Baltimore County, Maryland.    

Courtesy Photo/Walmart
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Peabody Conservatory 

to offer dance degree 
Internationally known dancer, choreog-
rapher and teacher, danah bella will
chair new Bachelor of Fine Arts in
dance program

Baltimore— Building on its long his-

tory of high-level training for dancers,

the Peabody Institute of the Johns Hop-

kins University will launch a Bachelor

of Fine Arts in dance program begin-

ning in the 2018-19 academic year,

pending approval of the Maryland

Higher Education Commission. danah

bella, the founder of  d a n a h b e l l a

DanceWorks and former chair of the

dance faculty at Radford University,

will lead the new department.

“The Peabody Conservatory Dance

BFA is designed to prepare exceptional

21st century artists to push the bound-

aries between dance and science and

expand the role and relevance of

dance,” said Abra Bush, Peabody’s sen-

ior associate dean of institute studies.

“With her bold artistry and diverse ex-

periences as a performer, choreogra-

pher, and teacher, we’re thrilled that

danah bella has agreed to lead this inno-

vative new program at Peabody.”

The dance program leverages the

strengths of the Peabody Conserva-

tory’s status as both a premier conserva-

tory and a division of Johns Hopkins

University, a world-class scientific,

medical and research institution. 

In addition to developing as perform-

ing artists, students will explore the 

interconnections between dance, music,

science and medicine, and will have 

opportunities to develop expertise in

other areas including composition, citi-

zen artistry, performing arts medicine,

movement therapy, and non-traditional

approaches to pedagogy. The Dance

BFA also builds on the strong founda-

tion of one of the oldest continuously-

operating dance training centers in the

United States.

Peabody has pioneered new dance

forms, mounted numerous collaborative

projects, partnered with prominent fig-

ures in 20th and 21st century American

dance, and produced accomplished pro-

fessional dancers, choreographers, 

directors and teachers.



By Stacy M. Brown

George Zuo, a doctoral candidate in

economics at the University of Maryland

in College Park, and his wife, Dr.

Stephanie Zuo, who graduated from

Johns Hopkins School of Medicine ear-

lier this year, have been awarded the

Abell Foundation’s 2017 Abell Award in

Urban Policy.

The award is given annually to students

who author the most compelling paper

that analyzes a serious policy problem

facing the city of Baltimore and pro-

poses feasible solutions.

“We were delighted to learn that we

had won the award. We’ve been working

on this since the fall, and we’ve learned

and grown a lot throughout this process

so winning the award was the icing on

the cake,” said George Zuo, who along

with his wife, said they witnessed first-

hand the effects youth violence and re-

cidivism which have remained

consistent over the past five years in

Baltimore City.

Stephanie Zuo, a first-year resident at

the Albert Einstein College of Medi-

cine/Montefiore Medical Center Obstet-

rics and Gynecology program, helped

her husband write a paper that proposed

piloting cognitive behavioral therapy

(CBT) with youth offenders and those at

risk of committing violence, working

with the city’s Juvenile Justice Center

and select public schools that rank in the

lowest five percent for reading and

mathematics scores.

Among their determinations: for many

young people, one bad decision in the

heat of the moment trapped them in a

cycle of violence and incarceration for

life. The couple proposed breaking the

cycle and cited how Chicago has used

CBT to reduce youth crime and recidi-

vism in select neighborhoods since 2010.

“We believe all youth should have the

opportunity to live meaningful lives, and

keeping youth out of the criminal justice

system is an important step towards

achieving that,” George Zuo said. “This

research on CBT was a perfect fit for our

respective skillsets. Its implications for

youth violence are enormous, and it’s

surprising that it hasn’t gained more

traction in the policy arena, especially in

cities like Baltimore.” 

Further, it changes the narrative that

it’s too late to change the outcomes of

teens who have grown up in disadvan-

taged neighborhoods, according to Zuo. 

Officials at the Abell Foundation said

the organization is dedicated to the en-

hancement of the quality of life in Mary-

land, with a focus on Baltimore city.

“We created the Abell Award in Urban

Policy almost 15 years ago. The goal

was to provide students in colleges and

universities in Baltimore City with a

way to engage in public policy work and

reward them for doing so,” said Robert

C. Embry Jr., president of the Abell

Foundation. 

“We also wanted to learn from their

ideas around ways to improve the qual-

ity of life for people in Baltimore City

and to share those ideas with others,” he

said. “Over the years we’ve seen some

great reports, on a wide range of topics,

and many of the former winners have

gone on to careers in public policy, a

few even in Baltimore. 

“I was particularly pleased that this

year’s winners chose to tackle the urgent

issue of youth violence. There is no

more pressing issue in our city today,

and we all benefit by learning about pro-

grams that have been successful in other

cities,” Embry said.

As advanced graduate students, the

Zuos researched their paper while 

engaged in challenging academic 

programs, Embry continued, “I applaud

their commitment to Baltimore City and

to the important work of public policy.”

The couple say they were happy to shed

light on important research that has the po-

tential to make a difference in Baltimore.

“Our work bridges the gap between that

research and its potential implementation

in our communities. We’re honored to be

recognized for our efforts, but the real re-

ward is being able to give this research the

publicity it deserves,” George Zuo said.
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CHECK LOCAL LISTINGS FOR THEATERS AND SHOWTIMES

Baltimore couple wins Abell Award for urban policy

Correction
An article in the July 7, 2017 issue of The Baltimore Times and The Annapo-
lis Times about Reverend Sheila McKeithen stated, "Her publications 
include: Those Sisters Can Preach: 22 Pearls of Wisdom, Virture and Hope
(2013); the documentary book and film Discover the Gift (2010)." In fact,
Reverend Sheila McKeithan contributed to Baltimore native Bishop Vashti
McKenzie's book, “Those Sisters Can Preach: 22 Pearls of Wisdom, Virtue,
and Hope” (2013); and the documentary and book, “Discover the Gift”
(2010), created by Shajen Joy Aziz and directed by Demian Lichtenstein. We
sincerely regret any inconvenience this error may have caused. 

George Zuo
Courtesy Photo

Dr. Stephanie Zuo
Courtesy Photo
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MISCELLANEOUS

EVENTS

CLASSIFIEDS 

WANTED TO BUY

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Got Knee Pain? Back Pain? Shoulder Pain?

Get a pain-relieving brace -little or NO cost

to you. Medicare Patients Call Health Hot-

line Now! 1- 800-419-3684

SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY BENE-

FITS. Unable to work? Denied benefits?

We Can Help!  WIN or Pay Nothing! Con-

tact Bill Gordon & Associates at 1-800-208-

6915 to start your application today!

Lung Cancer? And 60 Years Old? If So, You

and Your Family May Be Entitled To A Sig-

nificant Cash Award. Call 800-897-7205 To

Learn More. No Risk. No Money Out of

Pocket.

Stop OVERPAYING for your prescriptions!

SAVE! Call our licensed Canadian and In-

ternational pharmacy, compare prices and

get $25.00 OFF your first prescription!

CALL 1-800-254-4073 Promo Code

CDC201625 

A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation's largest

senior living referral service. Contact our

trusted, local experts today! Our service is

FREE/no obligation. CALL 1-800-880-1686

SPECTRUM TRIPLE PLAY TV, Internet &

Voice for $29.99 ea. 60 MB per second speed.

No contract or commitment. We buy your ex-

isting contract up to $500! 1-800-806-5909

Have 10K in Debt? National Debt Relief is

rated A-Plus with the BBB. You could be

debt free in 24-48 months. Call 1-888-998-

4967 now for a free debt evaluation.

Acorn Stairlifts - Buy local and save - call

800-886-6364 for free quote and consultation.

Limited time $200 off Stairlift purchase.

JULY IS FREE COMMUNITY PAPER

MONTH!!!— CELEBRATE WITH US!

The paper you are reading is part of a na-

tional group of free community papers and

shoppers guides. They bring valuable serv-

ices to businesses and organizations in de-

livering their message to over 44 million

homes throughout the nation each week.

Learn more about Free Community Paper

Month at www.paperchain.com. Contact

MACPA at 800-450-7227 to find out how

we can help your business or visit our web-

site at www.macnetonline.com

Holding a Carnival! Fair! Festival! Jubilee!

Promote it to over 1 Million readers for only

$200!!! Visit www.midatlanticevents.net for

more details or call 800-450-7227.

EDUCATION/CAREER TRAINING BUSINESS TO BUSINESS

HEALTH & FITNESS

MEDICAL

Advertise to 500,000 Homes with a business

card size ad. You choose the area of coverage

in free community papers...we do the rest.

Call 800-450-7227 or visit macnetonline.com

OXYGEN - Anytime. Anywhere. No tanks
to refill. No deliveries. The All-New Inogen
One G4 is only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved!
FREE info kit: 844-558-7482

VIAGRA & CIALIS! 60 pills for $99. 100
pills for $150 FREE shipping. NO prescrip-
tions needed. Money back guaranteed!
1-877-743-5419

SAVE THOUSANDS ON SURPRISE
COSTLY HOME REPAIRS!! With Nations
Home Warranty we pay 100% of covered
Home repairs! CALL FOR A FREE QUOTE
TODAY!! 877-279-3904

DENTAL INSURANCE. Call Physicians
Mutual Insurance Company for details. NOT
just a discount plan, REAL coverage for 350
procedures. 888-623-3036 or http://www.den-
tal50plus.com/58 Ad# 6118

AUTO DONATIONS

AIRLINE MECHANIC TRAINING - Get

FAA certification. Approved for military

benefits. Financial Aid if qualified. Job

placement assistance. Call Aviation Institute

of Maintenance 888-686-1704

25 DRIVER TRAINEES NEEDED NOW!

Earn $1000 per week! Paid CDL Training!

STEVENS TRANSPORT COVERS ALL

COSTS! 1-877-209-1309 drive4stevens.com

AUTOMOTIVE

AUTOS WANTED

Positive stories about positive people!

MOTORCYCLES

WANTED OLD JAPANESE MOTORCYCLES KAWASAKI Z1-900 (1972-75), KZ900,
KZ1000 (1976-1982), Z1R, KZ 1000MK2 (1979,80), W1-650, H1-500 (1969-72), H2-750
(1972-1975), S1-250, S2-350, S3-400, KH250, KH400, SUZUKI-GS400, GT380, HON-
DACB750K (1969-1976), CBX1000 (1979,80) CASH!! 1-800-772-1142 1-310-721-0726
usa@classicrunners.com

FOR SALE BUILDING MATERIALS

CASH FOR CARS: We Buy Any Condition
Vehicle, 2000 and Newer. Nation’s Top Car
Buyer! Free Towing From Anywhere! Call
Now: 1- 800-864-5960.

Make a Connection. Real People, Flirty
Chat. Meet singles right now! Call
LiveLinks. Try it FREE. Call NOW: Call 
1-877-737-9447 18+

Dish Network-Satellite Television Services.
NEW FLEX PACK-Select the Channels
You Want. HBO-FREE for one year, FREE
Installation, FREE Streaming. $39.99/24
months. Add Internet for $14.95 a month. 
1-800-718-1593

Social Security Disability? Up to

$2,671/mo. (Based on paid-in amount.)

FREE evaluation! Call Bill Gordon & Asso-

ciates. 1-855-376-6502. Mail: 2420 N St

NW, Washington DC. Office: Broward Co.

FL., member TX/NM Bar.

SENIOR LIVING referral service, A

PLACE FOR MOM. The nation's largest

FREE, no obligation senior living referral

service. Contact our trusted local experts

today! 1-800-217-3942

CASH PAID for unexpired, sealed DIA-

BETIC TEST STRIPS! 1 DAY PAYMENT

& PREPAID shipping. HIGHEST PRICES!

Call 1-888-776-7771. www.Cash4Diabetic-

Supplies.com

SUPPORT our service members, veterans

and their families in their time of need. For

more information visit the Fisher House

website at www.fisherhouse.org

FOR SALE

Safe Step Walk-In Tub Alert for Seniors.

Bathroom falls can be fatal. Approved by

Arthritis Foundation. Therapeutic Jets. Less

Than 4 Inch Step-In. Wide Door. Anti-Slip

Floors. American Made. Installation In-

cluded. Call 1-800-906-3115 for $750 Off. 

EMPLOYMENT

CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All  Make

/Models 2000-2015! Any Condition. Run-

ning or Not. Competitive Offer! Free Tow-

ing! We’re Nationwide! Call Now:

1-888-416-2330.

CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All Makes/

Models 2002-2016! Any Condition. Run-

ning or Not. Competitive Offer! Free Tow-

ing! We're Nationwide! Call Now: 

1-888-368-1016  

HEALTH/MEDICAL

VIAGRA 100MG and CIALIS 20mg! 40

Pills + 10 FREE. SPECIAL $99.00 100%

guaranteed. FREE Shipping! 24/7 CALL: 

1-888-223- 8818 Hablamos Espanol.

FREE VIAGRA PILLS 48 PILLS + 4

FREE! VIAGRA 100MG/ CIALIS 20mg

Free Pills! No hassle, Discreet Shipping.

Save Now. Call Today 1-888-410-0514

Page 16

Metal Roofing & Siding for houses, barns, sheds. Close outs, returns, seconds, overruns, etc.

at Discount Prices. Huge inventory in stock. SlateRoadSupply.com 717-445-5222

Reach over 20 million homes nationwide

with one easy buy! Only $2,395 per week 

for a 25 word classified! For more 

information, go to: ww.naninetwork.com

Cash for unexpired DIABETIC TEST

STRIPS! Free Shipping, Best Prices & 24 hr

payment! Call 1-855-440-4001 www.Test-

StripSearch.com. Habla Espanol.

Donate Your Car to Veterans Today! Help

and Support our Veterans. Fast - FREE pick

up. 100% tax deductible. Call 1-800-

245-0398

Thinking of buying a new or used car? Call

to get current promotional pricing and local

dealer incentives for free. No hassle.

No obligation. Call: 855-390-3747

PAID IN ADVANCE! Make $1000 Weekly

Mailing Brochures From Home! NO Expe-

rience Required. Helping home workers

since 2001! Genuine Opportunity. Start 

Immediately! www.MailingPros.Net
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To place Legal Notices in The Baltimore Times, 

contact the Legals Department 

Phone: 410-366-3900 email: legals@btimes.com

Montgomery County

woman discovers more

than $100,000 in 

unclaimed property
Recently released unclaimed property
list includes accounts worth more than
$61M

Annapolis— A Bethesda woman tops

the list so far this year of Unclaimed

Property recipients by finding more than

$100,000 in a bank account listed

among the accounts published by

Comptroller Peter Franchot. 

The annual list, which was published

in the spring and distributed in newspa-

pers statewide, includes more than

80,000 new unclaimed property 

accounts worth more than $61 million.

“I encourage everyone to check the 

unclaimed property insert or to visit

marylandtaxes.com to look for your

name,” said Comptroller Franchot.

This year, Comptroller Franchot 

appears on the cover of the insert in The

Franchot Zone (or Unclaimed Property

cache) full of possessions and financial

payoffs that banks, insurance companies

and financial institutions were unable to

return to the rightful owners. Any of the

goods not claimed by their owners even-

tually go to the state. 

Visit the Comptroller’s YouTube 

channel to watch his newest video

(available at https://www.youtube.com/

watch?v=C5LayKI2wzE).

Along with the unclaimed property list,

which is published annually as required

by law, the Comptroller’s Office also

searches tax records to try and locate

property owners. In addition, the agency

has a booth at the Maryland State Fair,

and other events throughout the year, to

allow people to check the unclaimed

property database.

Marylanders can also check to see if

their name is on the unclaimed property

list through the Comptroller’s website.

Here’s how:

• Go to marylandtaxes.com

• Enter your name in the agency’s 

database 

• Claim your property

Financial institutions, insurance com-

panies and corporations are required to

notify the Comptroller’s Office of any

property that has gone unclaimed, or

without activity, for more than three

years. This is usually wages, bank 

accounts, stocks or dividends, life insur-

ance policies or from safe deposit boxes. 

When the Comptroller’s Office 

receives property that isn’t monetary, as

required by state law, the items are 

appraised and the auctioned off on eBay

(www.ebay.com/usr/mdcompfranchot).

The proceeds are held for the owners in

perpetuity. Funds are available to be

claimed at any time, with no statute of

limitations and are not subject to taxes.

Comptroller Franchot urges anyone

who finds his or her name on the list to

contact his office at 410-767-1700 (Cen-

tral Maryland), or toll-free at 1-800-

782-7383, to find out how to reclaim the

lost property.

The Comptroller's Office honored

nearly 43,225 claims totaling more than

$62 million in Fiscal-Year 2016. Since

2007, the Comptroller’s Office has 

returned more than $585 million in 

unclaimed property. In total, the agency

has more than 1.2 million accounts

worth more than $1.5 billion in its 

Unclaimed Property accounts.   

To search the Unclaimed Property

database online, visit: www.maryland-

taxes.com.

CLASSIFIEDS 

LOTS & ACREAGE

HUDSON VALLEY LAND BARGAINS 5 TO 50 ACRES FROM $49,900! 20 mins from

Albany, 2 hrs GW Bridge! Woods, stonewalls, privacy! Terms! 888-738-6994 NewYorkLan-

dandLakes.com

WATERFRONT CABIN SITE 5 AC - $79,900 Tiny unspoiled lake, private woodlands, Utils.

Stunning upstate NY location! Terms avail. 888-431-7214

Reach over 20 million homes nationwide with one easy buy! 

Only $2,395 per week for a 25 word classified! 

For more information, go to: ww.naninetwork.com

Marylanders urged not 

to consume Caribeña’s 

yellow, Maradol papayas
Health department investigating fruits
in potential salmonella contamination

Baltimore— The Maryland Depart-

ment of Health is warning consumers to

avoid eating Caribeña’s yellow, Maradol

papayas because of potential contamina-

tion with Salmonella bacteria.

Yellow, Caribeña-brand Maradol 

papayas have been distributed to stores

throughout Maryland. Consumers are

encouraged to check their papayas and

throw them away, if they match the

brand and type.  

The department’s Laboratories Admin-

istration tested five yellow Maradol 

papayas, recently collected at a Balti-

more retail location, as part of an ongo

ing Salmonella case investigation. 

Three of the five yellow papayas tested

were  confirmed to be contaminated

with Salmonella. The source of this con-

tamination has not yet been identified

but could have occurred at any point in

the supply chain. Further investigation

is under way to determine the point of

contamination.

Salmonella bacteria can cause diar-

rhea, vomiting, stomach pain and fever.

Symptoms usually occur between 12

and 36 hours after exposure, but they

may begin as early as six hours or as

late as 72 hours after exposure. Symp-

toms can be mild or severe and com-

monly last for two to seven days.  

Anyone suspecting they are ill with a

Salmonella infection should contact

their healthcare provider. Salmonella

can infect anyone, but young children,

older adults and people with weakened

immune systems are the most likely to

have severe infections.
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Vacuum Cleaners serviced • All makes & models
Free estimates, free pickup & delivery

91 years of service
1924-2015

Our showroom & service dept.

1702 Joan Ave, Balto 21234
410-882-1027 • Anyvac.com

Get one room of carpet deep cleaned
& shampooed circular dry foam

Your Carpet Will look Great Again!

Regular $39.99

SPECIAL
$1999

Aerus, Your Original Manufacturer & Authorized Provider of

Parts & Services for all 1924-2003 Electrolux Vacuums.

PAINTING SERVICE

THE BEST QUALITY PAINTING

Chris & Mike Levero

410-661-4050
410-744-7799

FIVE STAR HOME SERVICE

Interior/Exterior Starting at:
Rooms - $175 • Windows - $35

Work Done by Owners
Licensed in MD for 30 years

MHIC# 10138
www.fivestarmaryland.com

Bonded & Insured

Free Estimates

Professional Services  To Place Your Ad Call 410-884-4600 Today!

L CM R T

Call: 410-884-4600 or 1-800-884-8797 or visit www.placeanad.baltimoresun.com

Selling, buying, hiring?

ADVERTISE HERE!

Specializing in Concrete &
Masonry Construction Since 1977

Driveways
Sidewalks
Patios
Steps
Custom Design

(o) 410.663.1224

(c) 443.562.7589
MHIC #3802

WWW.LSCMD.COM

Brick
Stone
Stucco
Chimneys
Basements

Box Your
Ad!

You’ll be noticed.

DONATE AUTOS, TRUCKS, 
RV’S. LUTHERAN MISSION
SOCIETY Your donation helps
local families with food, cloth-
ing, shelter, counseling. Tax de-
ductible. MVA License #W1044. 
410-636-0123 or www.Lu-
theranMissionSociety.org

AARON BUYS CARS &  

TRUCKS  Any year or condition. 
Fair prices. Immediate service. 
Local.  Call 410-258-0602

VEHICLES        

WANTED

www.handsonpainters.com • 410-242-1737

• 2-story Foyers/Vaulted Ceilings
• Drywall Repair
• PowerWashing/Decks/Homes
• RottenTrim Repair
• Wallpaper Removal
• Caulking

• Military Discounts
• Senior Citizen Discounts

• Licensed & Insured
• MHIC#70338

D

JOIN OTHER ADVERTISERS

of the MDDC Small Display
Advertising Network.   Grow 
your Revenue with a business 
size ad in this network; Let the 
Multi-Media Specialists help
you increase your customer
base; CALL TODAY 410-212-
0616 – See your results NOW

INCREASE YOUR FREQUENCY

with your Advertising Call one
of MDDC’s Multi-Media spe-
cialists to grow your business. 
Call Wanda at 410-212-0616 or 
email wsmith@mddcpress.com

INCREASE YOUR PRESENCE 

by advertising on FACEBOOK; 
TWITTER AND GOGGLE-ADS; 
Call our Multi-Media Specialists 
to experience the success of
social media advertising today
;CALL 410-212-0616

BUSINESS        

SERVICES
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MD Lisc. #45197

Serving our

Customers for

35 Years
Pole Buildingspecialists

The

24’ x 36’ x 10’

2 - 9’ x 7’ Garage Doors

1 - 3’ Entry Door

40’ x 60’ x 16’

1 - 12’ x 16’ Sliding Door

1 - 3’ Entry Door

www.FettervilleSales.com(800) 331-1875

$9,995

$23,995

MISCELLANEOUS MISCELLANEOUS MISCELLANEOUS

The BSMG Classifieds.

DELIVER

YOUR MESSAGE

Place your ad in

the classifieds.

PLACE YOUR AD ON 

FACEBOOK;TWITTER; 

LinkedIN and Google Ads Words 
through MDDC’s Social Media 
Ad Network; Call today to find
out maximize your presence on 
Social Media; 410-212-0616; or
email Wanda Smith @ wsmith@

mddcpress.com 

PLACE A BUSINESS CARD AD

in the Regional Small Display 
2x2/2x4 Advertising Network -
Reach 3.6 Million readers with 
just one call, one bill and one
ad placement in 71 newspapers
in Maryland, Delaware and DC 
TODAY! For just $1450.00, Get
the reach, Get the results and
for Just Pennies on the Dollars
Now...call 1-855-721-6332 x 6 
or email wsmith@mddcpress.
com

BUSINESS        

SERVICES

Rediscover Amazon
Good Jobs, Great Opportunity

• Holiday & Overtime pay
• Climate controlled
• Casual dress
• 401k with match

Walk in to apply:

2509 Edison Highway, Baltimore, MD 21213
Mon - Fri: 8am - 5pm

Learn more about our latest
opportunities and apply at:

amazon.com/baltimorejobs

Benefits include:

• On-the-spot job offers
• Benefits starting Day One
• Career Choice tuition
assistance

• Competitive pay

Amazon is an Equal Opportunity-Affirmative
Action Employer – Minority
/ Female / Disability / Veteran
/ Gender Identity / Sexual Orientation

HELP WANTED, 
GENERAL

BANK ON RESULTS.

Your ad here pays off.

BOB’S GUTTER SERVICE!

Expert cleaning. Loose gut-
ters fixed. Guards installed 
3 styles! Save $$ Free est.  

Handyman 410-750-1605

GUTTERS 

PLACE A BUSINESS CARD AD

IN THE REGIONAL SMALL DIS-

PLAY 2X2/2X4 ADVERTISING

NETWORK  – Let MDDC help
you grow your business! Call
TODAY at 410-212-0616 to in-
crease your customer base and 
get results.

BULK ADVERTISING AT ITS 

BEST:  advertise in over 70
newspapers and reach mil-
lions of readers with ONE call.  
Broaden your reach and get 
results for pennies per reader.  
Call Wanda at 410-212-0616 or 
email wsmith@mddcpress.com.

GENERAL         

SERVICES

HELP WANTED, 
GENERAL

FLORAL DESIGNER 

Experienced. Full or Part time. 
Immediate opening, to work in 
florist co in Baltimore City. Call 
Chris 443-838-7669. 

EARN $500 A DAY: Lincoln 
Heritage Life Insurance Wants 
Insurance Agents* Leads, No 
Cold Calls*Commissions Paid 
Daily*Agency Training*Life In-
surance Required. Call 1-888-
713-6020

DELIVERY PERSON

To deliver for florist shop in 
Baltimore City. Full or PT. Exp. 
& clean driving record. Immed. 
opening. Chris 443-838-7669. 

CUSTOMER SERVICE REP

FT, Mon-Fri, 8:30a-5:30p. To 
work in floral co. in Baltimore 
City. Immediate opening. Great 
future. Chris 443-838-7669. 

CARPENTERS AND PAINTERS  

Hard worker, Competitive Pay 
and Benefits. Must pass Back-
ground check, Have valid Dr. 
Lic., Vehicle & Tools. Call 410-
413-6330

HELP WANTED, 
GENERAL

AIRLINE MECHANIC TRAIN-

ING  Get FAA certification to fix 
planes. Financial Aid if qualified. 
Approved for military benefits. 
Call Aviation Institute of Mainte-
nance 866-823-6729

CAREER           

TRAINING

ABM’S HAULING

Clean Houses
Basements, Yards & Attics

Haul unwanted cars
Match Any Price!!!!!

443-250-6703

4 ALL YOUR HAULING/

TRASH NEEDS

Attics, bsmts, yards & demos. 
Small to large. Free est. MIKE 

SUSSAN 410-294-8404. 

01+1 AAA ABC

 Attics, Bsmt, Garage, Yards. 
25 yrs of honest hauling. 

Same Day.  Aim to satisfy.
 Call Mike: 410-446-1163.

HAULING

SAVE LOADS OF MONEY 

WITH YOUR ADVERTISING 

BUDGETS;  CONNECT with the 
Multi-Media Specialists of the 
MDDC Advertising Networks; 
GET Bulk Advertising Opportu-
nities NOW;CALL TODAY; With 
One Call; With One Ad Place-
ment & One Bill; You’ll Reach 
the Entire Mid-Atlantic Region; 
Call 410-212-0616

INCREASE YOUR CUSTOMER 

BASE and get great results by 
placing your ads in the MDDC – 
Classified Advertising network!
Call today 410-212-0616 Ask for 
Multi-Media Specialist -Wanda 
& watch your results grow.  

MISCELLANEOUS

HOWARD COUNTY                                         

FAIRGROUNDS                          

Kids Nearly New Fall Sale
SAT. Sept 16, 8am-1pm

Families selling their kids
NB-teen fall/winter stuff.

12’x12’ space $50
accepting applications now

more info www.KNNsale.com

GARAGE/ 
YARD SALES

DC BIG FLEA & ANTIQUES 

MARKET JULY 22-33 SHOP 
FOR BARGAINS! 2 Blgs---700 
Booths DULLES EXPO CTR 4320 
Chantilly, VA 20151 SAT 9-6/
SUN 11-5 ADM $10 PARK FREE 
www.thebigfleamarket.com 
757-430-4735

ANTIQUES 

LET THE MULTI-MEDIA SPE-

CIALISTS of MDDC Advertising
Network assist you in growing
your business and increasing
your customer base.  Call today 
at 410-212-0616 and starting 
seeing results  NOW.
www.mddcpress.com

BUSINESS        

OPPORTUNITIES

The BSMG 

classifieds allows 

you to design the 

market you want 

to reach. 

Convenience is 

yours. The BSMG 

classifieds 

accepts Mastercard 

or Visa by phone

DELAWARE: NEW HOMES-
SUSSEX AND KENT COUNTIES 
FROM $169,000.00 communi-
ties close to Rehoboth Beach, 
Delaware Bay (Bower’s Beach), 
or Nanticoke River (Seaford). 
302-653-7700 www.Lenape-
Builders.net

DELAWARE NEW MOVE-IN 

READY HOMES! Low Taxes! 
Close to Beaches, Gated, Olym-
pic pool. New Homes from low 
$100’s. No HOA Fees. Brochures 
Available 1-866-629-0770 or  
www.coolbranch.com.

REAL ESTATE 

OCEAN CITY, MARYLAND

Best selection of affordable
rentals. Full/parital weeks, Call
for FREE brochure, Open daily. 
Holiday Resort Services. 1-800-
638-2102. Online reservations:

www.holidayoc.com.

VACATION RENTAL 
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