


Faculty, students, families and 
friends gathered for AIM Acad-
emy’s sixth Upper School com-
mencement exercises on June 2 
as the 15 members of the Class of 
2017 received their diplomas. New 
York cinematographer and Long 
Island University media arts pro-
fessor Larry Banks delivered the 
school’s 6th commencement ad-
dress focusing on the traits of 
compassion, passion and grit that 
he said will lead to successful fu-
tures.

Faculty, students, families and 
friends gathered for AIM Acad-
emy’s sixth Upper School com-
mencement exercises on Friday, 
June 2 as the 15 members of the 
Class of 2017 received their diplo-
mas.

New York cinematographer and 
Long Island University media arts 
professor Larry Banks delivered 
the school’s 6th commencement 
address focusing on the traits of 
compassion, passion and grit that 

he said will lead to successful fu-
tures.

“You have an awesome school,” 
Banks, who like many AIM stu-
dents, has dyslexia, told the audi-
ence gathered in the school’s new 
23,000 square-foot AIM Commu-
nity Center (ACC). “For many of 

us this is a tricky journey fraught 
with difficulty and change and 
there are many things we have 
to adapt to in order to [succeed]. 
Parents and teachers, it is your 
compassion and support that lets 
[these students] be here today.”

Banks shared his struggles as a 
learner and his success in the film 
industry after finding his passion 
for photography and told the audi-
ence that compassion, passion and 
grit are the three skills needed to 
discover one’s strengths.

“When you turn inside and find 
your passion, you get direction,” 
Banks said. “Passion, compassion 
and grit. I see the great things 
you have done. You guys have in-
credible talents and I have seen 
the compassion of the teachers at 
AIM. Your teachers have fed you 
with compassion, they have deter-
mined to be sure you could get to 
this place. So now, with your grit 
and passion looking inside your-
self, you’ll move forward. Your dif-

ference will add to the world.”
Nancy Blair, AIM Academy’s 

associate director introduced 
the two senior speakers Andrew 
Rosenstein and Molly Cassidy. 
Both students shared their appre-
ciation for the support provided by 
teachers during their years at AIM 
as they learned to become self-ad-
vocates and discover and capital-
ize on their strengths despite their 
learning differences.

After the presentation of diplo-
mas, Blair and AIM Executive Di-
rector Pat Roberts presented three 
unique awards to students:

The Marvins Award – Kyle Pe-
tras; awarded upon graduation 
to an AIM senior who embod-
ies the values of Respect, Citizen-
ship, Leadership and Perseverance 
so exemplified by AIM founding 
board members Marvin N. Dem-
chick and Marvin D. Alloy.

Lou Uchitel Spirit Award – Sam 
McCormick; awarded upon grad-
uation to an AIM senior who em-

bodies the values of Inclusion, 
Friendship, School Spirit and Per-
sistence so exemplified by AIM 
supporter Lou Uchitel.

Arts & Creativity Award – Kend-
all Hancock; awarded upon gradu-
ation to an AIM senior who excels 
in their craft and who plans to use 
their art as the platform for their 
success beyond AIM.

One hundred percent of AIM’s 
senior class is college bound this 
fall pursuing studies from engi-
neering to the fine arts. The group 
includes six varsity athletes, a U.S. 
Figure Skating Silver Level Senior 
Award winner, a film festival win-
ner, an Eagle Scout and the co-
founder of AIM’s Eye to Eye men-
toring program. AIM seniors, all 
of whom took dual-enrollment 
classes at Cabrini University dur-
ing the school year, were accepted 
by more than 60 universities and 
colleges across the country and re-
ceived almost $4 million in Merit-
Based Scholarship offers.

AIM ACADEMY

Class of 2017 graduates at June 2 commencement

AIM Academy Senior speaker Molly 
Cassidy (Bryn Mawr) presents her 
speech during commencement.

Wed., Oct. 4 - Thurs., Nov. 2 - Fri., Dec. 8

Register at www.aimpa.org or 215-483-2461

MONTHLY OPEN HOUSES AT 9 AM

At AIM Academy, young children with

learning differences quickly become older

children with learning eagerness.

It’s simple. Students who learn differently

just need to be taught differently.

Innovative Teaching,
Fearless Learning
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By Susan Mitchell
For Main Line Media News

A math journal is a col-
lection of articles about 
pure and applied math-
ematics. The articles are 
not necessarily original 
mathematics, but are 
meant to explore exist-
ing ideas or highlight in-
teresting applications of 
mathematical concepts. 
The Haverford School’s 
newly published New-
ton’s Notebook comprises 
a collection of articles 
from faculty and students 
from Lower, Middle, and 
Upper School.

My vision was to in-
clude submissions from 
boys at all levels of their 
mathematical develop-
ment, and to encourage 
the boys to explore both 
pure and applied mathe-
matics. One of our goals 
in the math department 
is to help boys learn to 
communicate the lan-
guage of mathematics 
clearly and concisely; 
Newton’s Notebook pro-
vides a perfect platform 
for this.

One of my favorites 
quotes is “Vision without 
execution is hallucina-
tion” by Thomas Edison. 
So my first step toward 
making the journal a re-
ality was to build a team 
of boys who I thought 
would enjoy this type of 
project. Under the lead-
ership of Jose Martinez 
and Will McDevitt as ed-
itors, students were en-
thusiastic and creative 
about ideas that com-

bined mathematics with 
their personal interests. 
Caleb Clothier authored 
an article about physics 
and finance, which will 
be featured in my former 
colleague’s math jour-
nal in a school just out-
side Baltimore. Some arti-
cles explored pure math-
ematics, such as Mickey 
Fairorth’s article on Fer-
mat’s Last Theorem, and 
Eusha Hasan’s article ex-
ploring the cult-like civ-
ilization of the Pythago-
reans. 

The mission of New-
ton’s Notebook is to en-
hance the interests, tal-
ents, and achievements 

of all individuals in the 
mathematical sciences, 
and provide the opportu-
nity to promote the work 
of those most passionate 
about the discipline. We 
hope that reading these 
articles will inspire oth-
ers to explore the fasci-
nating realm of mathe-
matics.

For more information 
about Newton’s Note-
book, or to download a 
copy, visit haverford.org/
blog.

Susan Mitchell 
is Mathematics 
Department Chair at The 
Haverford School.

THE HAVERFORD SCHOOL

Newton’s Notebook 
comprises math articles 
from faculty, students 
from all grade levels

Jose Martinez and Will McDevitt, who graduated in 
2017, served as editors of the inaugural Newton’s 
Notebook.

Visit an upcoming admissions event to learnwhat setsTheHaverford School apart.
Our extraordinary educators are experts in teaching boys andwill challenge your son to

reachhis full potential.
TheHaverford School is a vibrant, private day school for boys in pre-kindergarten through

grade 12, located in the heart of Philadelphia’s historicMainLine.

Look& Learns
Pre-k

Sept. 27

Kindergarten
Oct. 4

Middle School
Oct. 5

RSVP at haverford.org/events

THEHAVERFORD SCHOOL
Preparing Boys for Life

OpenHouses
Middle &Upper School

Oct. 18

Lower School
Oct. 25
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Several Devon Prep up-
per school students recently 
traveled 12 hours to Tennes-
see  where they spent their 
nights sleeping on a class-

room floor, and their days 
painting, sanding, tearing 
down drywall, pulling up 
tile and cleaning.  And all of 
them found the experience 

quite rewarding. 
The ten young men and 

two chaperons spent a week 
in Tennessee working for 
Habitat for Humanity of the 

Greater Chattanooga Area, 
a locally organized and gov-
erned nonprofit, ecumenical 
Christian housing organiza-
tion that builds affordable 
homes in Chattanooga. They 
partner with volunteers and 
low income families to build 
houses that are sold at no 
profit and with no interest. 

“I saw the service trip as 
an opportunity to help others 
not just in my local commu-
nity but in an area that I had 
never been to before,” said 
rising senior Matthew Ferrie 
of Downingtown. “It really 
helped me see that all over 
the country, and the world, 
millions of people are strug-
gling.” 

After getting settled at St. 
Paul Episcopal Church where 
the group slept in sleeping 
bags in classrooms, they at-
tended an orientation on 
what to expect during their 
week of service. Their first 
project took place in ReStore, 
Habitat for Humanity’s thrift 
store that benefits the organi-
zation and the people that it 
serves.  The boys spent a day 
organizing and sorting dona-
tions, cleaning up the stock 
yard, and landscaping. 

The next project took place 
in the organization’s ware-
house where the students 
worked on different parts 
of a house being built in the 
area. They spent two days 
sanding and painting siding 
for the outside of the house 
and cabinetry for the inside. 
Working on this project gave 
many of the students a sense 
of satisfaction knowing that 
they were helping to com-
plete a family’s home. 

“What made this trip spe-
cial for me was the day we 
worked in the warehouse, 
fixing, sanding, and painting 
cabinets,” said Rising Senior 
Justin Chambers of Glen-
moore.  “We were told the 
cabinets were going to a fam-
ily that has never been able 
to afford a working or func-
tional kitchen. It’s that con-
nection that made me feel the 
trip was very worthwhile.”  

Rising Junior Luke Gryce-
wicz of Phoenixville couldn’t 
agree more. “One of the most 
outstanding parts of our 
work in Chattanooga was 
when our supervisor told us 
the story of the family we 
were helping and how the 
people doing the construc-
tion could not complete the 
house without our help,” he 
said. 

Their final project included 
a full day working on Habi-
tat for Humanity’s revitaliza-
tion program in the poverty 
stricken Glass Farm District 
of Chattanooga. They started 
demolition on an abandoned 
building that once was housed 
a thriving business.  The goal 
was to renovate the space so 
that a new business could 
move in. They tore down 
walls, pulled up floor tiles, 
and in general demolished 
the space. By the end of the 
day the space was ready for 
the next phase of renovation. 

“At the end of the day I 
wanted to be able to say that 
we as a team were able to ac-
complish

​ ​something that will allow 
other people to achieve more 
in their lives,” Ferrie said. 
“The trip as a whole taught 
me invaluable lessons of ac-
complishment and selfless-
ness. While we were work-
ing throughout the day you 
realized that there are many 
people who are not nearly as 
fortunate as we all are, and 

that we should look to help 
others who are in true need.” 

Although the main pur-
pose was to do service, time 
was built into the trip for the 
group to explore the Chatta-
nooga area, see some of the 
sights, go swimming and 
even take in a Chattanooga 
Lookouts minor league base-
ball game. Getting to know 
the area gave the boys a 
deeper understanding of the 
needs of those living there. 
It also provided an opportu-
nity for the boys to bond with 
each other.

“I went on the service trip 
to help those who are less for-
tunate, get involved in com-
munity service, and bond 
with the other students,” 
Chambers explained. “I 
learned that there are many 
people who are less fortunate 
and are in need of help, but 
also realized that there are 
many good and caring peo-
ple in the world who are will-
ing to help and give hope to 
those in need.” 

 “It was both a tough and 
rewarding week,” said Fac-
ulty Member and Chaperon 
Mr. Dylan Gavin.  “The boys 
were exposed to people who 
were less fortunate then they 
are and they realized that 
even the smallest amount of 
help can go a long way.”

Learn more about Devon 
Prep at the Fall Open House 
on Sunday, October 1 from 10 
AM – 1 PM, 363 North Val-
ley Forge Road in Devon. For 
more information call 610 
-688-7337 or visit devonprep.
com. 

Devon Prep is a 
private, catholic, college 
preparatory school 
for boys in grades six 
through 12 focused on 
the holistic education 
of young men for life. 
Located on a picturesque 
20 acre campus in Devon, 
Chester County, Devon 
Prep enrolls nearly 300 
students who hail from the 
five county Philadelphia 
area.  

DEVON PREP TRIP TO TENNESSEE

Students learn importance of serving those in need

Devon Prep students Bryan 
Donato of Chester Springs 
(left) and Luke Grycewicz 
of Phoenixville recently 
participated in the school’s 
annual summer service trip 
in Tennessee working for 
Habitat for Humanity of the 
Greater Chattanooga Area.

Age 3 - Grade 8 . mpfs.org . Media, PA

Admi s s i on s Open Hou s e :
F e b r u a r y 1 0 t h a t 9 am

Where students find their passion,
with purpose

Media-Providence

F r i ends Schoo l

Fall Open Houses
October 20th • November 10th

Age 3 - Grade 8 • mpfs.org • Media, PA
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Country Day School of 
the Sacred Heart is now 
Sacred Heart Academy 
Bryn Mawr.  

The name change 
comes after a commu-
nity survey that in-
volved parents, stu-
dents, alumnae, faculty 
and staff.  Through all 
of the comments and 
conversations, it was 
clear that Sacred Heart 
was how the school has 
been known and called 
for many years.  The se-
lection of Sacred Heart 
Academy made sense.  
Including the designa-
tion of Bryn Mawr in our 
name allows us to rein-
force the positive aspect 
of our location in one of 
the most beautiful com-
munities in the country.

Our school has been 

educating girls for more 
than 150 years. The 
school has been dedi-
cated to the mission of 
a Sacred Heart educa-
tion since its founding 
in 1865, that commit-
ment continues today.  
Sacred Heart Academy 
is a member of the Sa-
cred Heart Network 
of Schools, a network 
that includes 24 Sacred 
Heart schools in the US 
and Canada.  

During the 2017-2018 
school year, Sacred 
Heart schools across 
the United States will 
celebrate 200 years of 
being in this country.  
In 1818, St. Rose Phil-
ippine Duchesne left 
France to establish Sa-
cred Heart schools in 
North America.  The 

f irst school opened 
outside of Europe, the 
Academy of the Sacred 
Heart in St. Charles, 
Missouri, is still in op-
eration today.  St. Rose 
Philippine Rose Duch-
esne embodied forti-
tude, faith, courage and 
humility during her 
days; she continues to 
inspire all children of 
the Sacred Heart today.

The 9th Grade Schol-
arship Entrance Exam 
is on October 21, 2017.  
Register online.  Up-
per School Open House 
is October 21; the All 
School Open House 
(kindergarten through 
12th grade) is October 
24.  Learn more about 
a Sacred Heart educa-
tion at www.SHAbryn-
mawr.org Students show off the new logo and name - Sacred Heart Academy Bryn Mawr.

SACRED HEART ACADEMY BRYN MAWR

Community input results in school’s name change

A Catholic, independent school
for young women in grades 6 through 12

How will Notre Dame inspire your daughter?
Successful Students. Accomplished Graduates. Compassionate Leaders.

OPEN HOUSE
October 1, 10:30 am - 1:30 pm

Entrance Exams:
High School - October 21 & 29
Middle School - October 29

560 SPROUL ROAD, VILLANOVA, PA 19085 • (610) 971-0498
NDAPA.ORG/OPENHOUSE
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WYNNEWOOD >> Twenty 
Friends’ Central Upper 
School students and three 
science teachers spent the 
weekend of June 17-18 at 
Green Bank Observatory in 
the Shenandoah Mountains 
of West Virginia. The trip 
was the culmination of a 
yearlong study of astrophys-
ics and astronomy that fea-
tured a visit from Barnard 
College professor Janna 
Levin, author and theoret-
ical physicist. Green Bank 
Observatory is a premiere 
radio astronomy research 
site and home of the world’s 
largest fully steerable tele-

scope, the Green Bank Tele-
scope, a 100-foot, highly 
sensitive instrument that 
is responsible for a wide 
range of astronomical dis-
coveries, including the de-
tection of many new pulsars 
and the most massive neu-
tron star ever observed. 

Students had a full tour 
of the astronomy cam-
pus that included a visit 
to the main control room 
for the Green Bank Tele-
scope. There, Dr. Frank 
Ghigo (a cousin of FCS Mid-
dle School Principal Alexa 
Quinn) described how the 
instrument is used and gave 

some of the history of the 
facility and important re-
search applications. Dr. 
Ghigo also described the 
need for shielding and pro-
tection from stray ambient 
radio frequency emissions 
that have become almost 
ubiquitous in our high-tech 
environment. Later, stu-
dents were trained in small 
groups on a 40-foot radio 
telescope, learning how to 
steer and point the instru-
ment and scan through a 
range of radio frequencies 
to look for ground-state hy-
drogen emissions from a 
characteristic 21 cm radio 

wavelength that is emitted 
by hydrogen in space. Af-
ter dinner, students met in 
the Drake lounge with Dr. 
Ron Maddalena, a GBT sci-
entist and former research 
mentor to FCS science de-
partment’s Debbie Skapik. 
Dr. Maddalena spoke to stu-
dents about his own astron-
omy background and re-
search interests, about the 
Drake equation that uses 
a variety of variables in an 
effort to estimate the num-
ber of communicative extra-
terrestrial civilizations that 
might exists in our galaxy, 
and about national funding 
for astronomy and basic sci-
ence research.

Students stayed up all 
night on Saturday, rotat-
ing in small teams through 
the underground bunker 
beneath the 40-foot radio 
telescope to aim the dish 
at different parts of the sky 

at precise times in order to 
pick up signals from known 
radio sources. The teams 
were very successful in col-
lecting some valuable data, 
and their hydrogen spec-
tra were discussed and an-

alyzed in a group session on 
Sunday morning. 

Among the objects the 
students observed over the 
many hours of the summer 
night were Saturn, a star-

FRIENDS’ CENTRAL SCHOOL

Students have celestial experience at Green Bank Observatory

Friends’ Central students Anna Volpp of Wynnewood, 
Josh Weinstein of Villanova, Hannah Benjet of Bryn Mawr, 
Lindsey Schweitzer of Philadelphia, Matt Berger of Penn 
Valley, and Kendrick Key of Philadelphia collect data 
on a 40-foot radio telescope during their trip to Green 
Bank Observatory in the Shenandoah Mountains of West 
Virginia. 

CELESTIAL » PAGE 10
SCHOOL PROGRAMS FROM WHICH TO CHOOSE
Infant, Toddler, and Two-Year-Old Programs
Creative Learning - Pre-Kindergarten
Kindergarten/Primary & Montessori

EXTENDED DAY PROGRAM
Children enrolled in the Creative Learning, or
Kindergarten/Primary programs may be enrolled
in the extended day program. In this program,
teachers supervise children at work and at play
both before and after regular hours.
7:30 - 9:00 a.m. & 3:00 - 6:00 p.m.

LICENSED
Launfal School is a private school licensed by the
Pennsylvania State Board of Private Academic
Schools as a Pre-School, Kindergarten, and
Primary School. The Office of Child Development
has licensed Launfal School for its infant, Toddler,
Two-Year-Old, and Extended-Hours programs.

FACILITIES
Grass & Hardtop Play Areas. Wooded Nature Area.
Gardening Area. Playground Apparatus. Large Classrooms.
Large indoor Play Area & Office.

• Ages 3-months through
Kindergarten/Primary

• Co-educational

Summer Junior Camp
• Ages 4-12 coeducational
• Full & part time enrollments
• Instructional & recreational swimming
• Sports, dance, rec hall & computers
• Arts & Crafts
• Weekly field trips
• Weekly visits from professional

performers

Please Call for a Tour

On the grounds of St. Matthew’s Methodist Church • 600 Walker Road • Wayne, PA 19087
Launfal School is an Equal Opportunity Care Provider.

610-688-5114 • www.LaunfalSchool.com
© Launfal School, Inc.

LAUNFAL SCHOOL
“An Environment for Learning”

est. 1971

ENROLLING
NOW FOR

FALL
PROGRAMS

FALL 2017
OPEN HOUSE DATES

GRADE 9 SCHOLARSHIP
ENTRANCE EXAM

Saturday, October 21, 2017
8:45 a.m. - 12 p.m.

Register: www.SHAbrynmawr.org

OPEN HOUSE UPPER SCHOOL
Saturday, October 21, 2017

12:30 p.m. - 3:00 p.m.

OPEN HOUSE K-12
Tuesday, October 24, 2017

9:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m.

www.SHAbrynmawr.org

Established in 1865,
Sacred Heart Academy
Bryn Mawr is an
independent, Catholic,
college preparatory
school for girls in
kindergarten through grade 12.

SAME HEART, NEW NAME
480 S. Bryn Mawr Avenue
Bryn Mawr • 610-527-3915
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NEWTOWN SQUARE  >> Strat-
ford Friends School (SFS), 
the first Quaker school in 
America designed to serve 
unique learners, is mak-
ing exciting changes to 
programming. Beginning 
Sept 2017, SFS launches 
the Shine Bright initiative 
for K-9 students. Unique in 
the Delaware Valley, Shine 
Bright integrates occupa-
tional therapy into existing 
academic, social/emotional, 
and speech programming 
across all environments. 
Students will learn and 
practice the skills they need 
throughout their everyday 
routine not just the ther-
apy room.

Occupational therapy 
has been shown through 
research to be a key re-
source for success in ed-
ucating children with 
language-based learning 
differences. As the only 
independent school in the 
region offering integrated 
OT, we enable students to 
learn and strengthen mo-
tor, social-emotional, and 
cognitive skills, and sen-
sory processing. These 
skills are proven to sup-
port academic growth and 
achievement.

S t r a t f o r d  F r i e nd s 
School Head of School, 
Jill Dougherty, said, “The 
powerful difference is how 
our Occupational Thera-
pist, Speech-Language Pa-
thologist, and School Psy-
chologist will work with 
our amazing classroom 
teachers to seamlessly im-
plement the best practices 
in all aspects of the school 
day.  We are growing our 
program to include what 
students need to celebrate 
their strengths, build self-
esteem, and develop self-
advocacy, as they become 

strong independent learn-
ers.  

S t r a t f o r d  F r i e nd s 
School has worked to fos-
ter each student’s inner 
light with their strong ac-
ademic, speech and lan-
guage and social/emo-
tional curriculum. This 
new integrated curricu-
lum that includes occu-
pational therapy will allow 
each student’s inner light 
to Shine Bright.

For more information 
about Stratford Friends 
School and the Shine 
Bright program, visit at-
www.stratfordfriends.org.

STRATFORD FRIENDS SCHOOL

Shine Bright program enriches students’ 
learning through occupational therapy

Stratford Friends School 
has worked to foster each 
student’s inner light with 
their strong academic, 
speech and language and 
social/emotional curriculum. 

www.donauschule.org
rlosoncy@gmail.com

Sprachbad Schule! - est 1993

German Language
and Cultures

Get to know us in our
25th year!

serving the Main Line Community

25 wunderbar years

Saturday Mornings
ages 3 to adults

Stratford Friends is a K-9 Quaker school that believes that every child can become
an engaged learner. We specialize in providing a nurturing environment for children
with ADHD, Dyslexia or other language based learning differences who have found it
challenging to be successful in traditional school settings.Our core curriculum is designed
to develop independent learners, boost self-esteem, and celebrate students’ strengths!

• Elementary Student -Teacher Ratio: 6:1
• Middle School Student -Teacher Ratio: 10:1
• Multisensory Academic Program
• Orton -Gillingham Phonics Based

Reading Program
• Daily Two Hour Literacy Block
• Saxon Math® and Making Math Real®
• Metacognition and Executive Function

Supports
• Integrated Speech & LanguageTherapy
• Integrated OccupationalTherapy
• One-to-One Student Technology Initiative

Our research based programs feature:

Celebrating the
unique learner
in every child.

Learn more at
www.stratfordfriends.org

Call today to schedule a tour 610-355-9580
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High school students at 
the Academy of Notre Dame 
de Namur in Villanova 
have a new opportunity to 
deepen their academic ex-
perience through a new 
four-year Scholar Program. 

Accepted students par-
ticipate in a program of 
study involving curricular 
and co-curricular activities 
in one of two areas:

STEM Scholar of Excel-
lence - Provides opportu-
nities for students to dem-
onstrate scholarship in 
science, technology, engi-
neering, and mathemat-
ics. Students are required 
to take STEM Scholar ap-
proved courses, participate 
in external STEM compe-
tition or independent re-

search, attend STEM-re-
lated academic lectures and 
events, and complete a se-
nior capstone project.

Global Citizen Scholar – 
Provides opportunities for 
students to develop global 
competencies by studying 

global themes and issues 
through approved elective 
courses, cross-cultural ex-
periences, educational 

and community-engage-
ment, international travel, 
and participation in glob-
ally-focused domestic pro-
grams. Seniors present a 
global citizen portfolio for 
assessment. 

Notre Dame’s Academic 
Dean Kim Eife coordinates 
the STEM Scholar Pro-
gram. “We are excited to 
welcome our first cohort 
of STEM Scholars from the 
Class of 2020. This program 
will provide additional ac-
ademic opportunities to 
highly motivated students 
with a passion for science, 
technology, engineering, 
and math and a desire to 
delve deeper into these dis-
ciplines.”

Students who success-

fully complete the Scholar 
Program will receive a des-
ignation on their official 
transcript and recognition 
at graduation. 

“The Global Citizen 
Scholar Program at Notre 
Dame is a unique oppor-
tunity for high school stu-
dents who feel strongly 
about developing the skills 
and perspective to grow 
into contributing global cit-
izens. Only a small percent-
age of schools in the coun-
try offer this type of pro-
gram,” said Nora Moffat, 
Director of Notre Dame’s 
Center for Global Leader-
ship. 

Since 1856, the Academy 
of Notre Dame de Namur 
has educated, empowered, 
and inspired young women 
for a lifetime of compas-
sionate leadership and 
service. Beginning in the 
sixth grade, every aspect 
of a Notre Dame education 
builds the academic skills, 
personal abilities, and spir-
itual foundation needed to 
excel in college and beyond.

While challenging courses 
mark the Academy’s aca-
demic rigor, Notre Dame is 
a caring, spiritual commu-
nity, guided by the faith tra-
dition of the Catholic Church, 
the service of the Sisters of 
Notre Dame de Namur and 
the school’s Honor Code.

To learn more about a 
Notre Dame education, visit 
campus for personal tour 
or attend the Open House 
on Sunday, October 1 from 
10:30 am – 1:30 pm. To reg-
ister, visit ndapa.org/open-
house or contact Admissions 
at 610.971.0498.

The Academy of Notre 
Dame de Namur will host 
an Open House for grades 6 
through 12 on Sunday, Octo-
ber 1 from 10:30 am – 1:30 
pm. To register, visit ndapa.
org/open house,

ACADEMY OF NOTRE DAME DE NAMUR

Scholar programs recognizes academic excellence
STEM and Global Citizen programs offer unique learning experiences

Activity Velocity at 
Academy of Notre Dame. 
While challenging courses 
mark the Academy’s 
academic rigor, Notre 
Dame is a caring, spiritual 
community, guided by 
the faith tradition of the 
Catholic Church, the 
service of the Sisters of 
Notre Dame de Namur and 
the school’s Honor Code.

AUMP
A Preschool For Toddlers, Two,

Three, and Four Year Olds

9:00-11:30 Optional Extended Day

Until 2:00P.M.

Well Trained Caring Staff

Scholarships Available

610-642-5741
www.Aumpreschool.com

Anita Bradley, and

Rowena Dunbar (Directors)

Anita Bradley, Director
www.aumpreschool.com

A Preschool For Toddlers, Two,

Three, and Four Year Olds

9:00-11:30 Optional Extended Day

Until 2:00P.M.

Well Trained Caring Staff

Scholarships Available

610-642-5741

AUMP

AMONG THE TEACHERS AT MLMA ARE THE GRADUATES
OF THE JUILLIARD SCHOOL, MOSCOW TCHAIKOVSKY CONSERVATORY

AND OTHER LEADING CONSERVATORIES AROUND THE WORLD

Main Line Music Academy offers individual instruction in all musical
instrumental disciplines, voice, and musical theater for students of all ages

and levels, as well as chamber music and theory.
Consulations are FREE, call for information.

110 Ardmore Ave. Ardmore
WWW.MLMA.NET

Call for Private Consultations for programs
all year round.

SONYA OVRUTSKY
Director & Pianist, Graduate

of the Juilliard School

610.642.2252
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Last December, DVFS 
Head of School Kirk Smoth-
ers and Clerk of the Board 
of Trustees Curt Gro-
gan announced that the 
school would expand to in-
clude a lower school pro-
gram serving students in 
grades 3-5 beginning this 
fall. With the lower school 
program, DVFS becomes 
the only Friends school in 
the Philadelphia area ded-
icated solely to the educa-
tion of students who learn 
differently from elementary 
through high school.
Reaching more 
students - earlier

The decision to expand 
to include a lower school is 
a response to research that 
supports the importance 
of early intervention in the 
long-term success of stu-
dents with learning differ-

ences. According to the Na-
tional Center for Learning 
Disabilities, approximately 
1 in 20 school-aged children 
are identified with a learn-
ing disability (dyslexia, 
dyscalculia, dysgraphia) or 
an associate deficit or disor-
der (ADHD, executive func-
tioning deficit, auditory or 
visual processing deficits, 
or nonverbal learning dis-
ability). As many as 15% of 
their peers struggle with 
such conditions but go un-
diagnosed. Years of edu-
cational research has led 
to a consensus among ex-
perts that the earlier a stu-
dent’s needs can be identi-
fied and addressed, the bet-
ter off they will be in terms 
of their childhood develop-
ment and in building skills 
for future academic success 
which continues into adult 
life. This is true whether 

a student’s challenges ap-
ply to reading, math, exec-
utive function or other dif-
ficulties. 
Deeper and broader 
fulfillment of mission

The expansion into el-
ementary school also en-
ables the school to fulfill its 
mission to prepare students 
with learning differences 
for future work and study at 
a deeper and broader level. 

According to Jason Seg-
gern, DVFS Lower and Mid-
dle School Director, “I have 
seen first hand the incred-
ible impact our program 
has on students and fami-
lies in the middle and up-
per school.  I am thrilled 
that we will be able to share 
our educational expertise 
with a new set of students 
and families in the lower 
school.”  

Christy Zawadzkas, who 
joins the team as the new 
Assistant Director of Lower 
School and Middle School 

Counselor agrees that, “ by 
helping students to gain a 
better understanding of 
themselves as learners and 

inspiring them to take own-
ership of their learning, 
DVFS propels its students 

DELAWARE VALLEY FRIENDS SCHOOL

Students welcomed to new Lower School program

FRIENDS » PAGE 11

PARENT-CHILD CLASSES • ROSEBUD GARDEN PRESCHOOL • KINDERGARTEN

Striving to preserve the innocence and
innate wonder of early childhood by creating

a secure, inviting, joyful environment.

AT KIMBERTON WALDORF SCHOOL

Early Childhood

Kimberton.org

PLAY-BASED, SENSORY RICH | ORGANIC HOME-COOKED SNACKS
MEALS HARVESTED FROM OUR HEIRLOOM GARDEN
WARM AND NURTURING ENVIRONMENT
DAILY OUTDOOR PLAY

NEW! YEAR-ROUND EXTENDED HOURS

Lower School
GRADES 3-5
Building solid foundations
at just the right time

Middle School
GRADES 6-8
Building character and skills for
high school success

Learnmore atwww.dvfs.org/admissions
See our new video atwww.dvfs.org/video

Delaware Valley Friends School

GRADES 3-12
610.640.4150 19 E. Central Ave., Paoli, PA

Building brighter futures for
studentswho learn differently

Upper School
GRADES 9-12
Preparing for bright futures
beyond high school

DVFS is the only areaQuaker school dedicated to educating students
with learning differences in elementary through high school.

ACADEMICS | CHARACTER | COMMUNITY
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PHOENIXVILLE >> Kimberton 
Waldorf School’s Rosebud 
Garden Preschool has re-
cently expanded their pro-
gram to support families 
with extended hours and 
has launched a garden to 
table initiative with their 
new biodynamic heirloom 
garden.

The newly announced 
yearlong preschool program 
will allow working families 
the opportunity to enroll 
their children for extended 
weeks in the summer and 
during school breaks.  “Par-
ents will now be able to 
keep their children in the 
rhythm and routine of their 
days with a more consistent 
schedule,” says Lisa Cordner, 
Director of Enrollment at 
Kimberton Waldorf School.

Waldorf early childhood 
teachers are dedicated to 

creating loving, warm and 
beautiful environments that 
remind us of home, and pro-
viding the children with the 
sense that they are protected 
and secure. Young children 
are comforted in knowing 
that their day will be pre-
dictable and rhythmical, 

and their classrooms es-
tablish this through a gen-
tle weaving of free, creative 
play and practical and artis-
tic activities in which they 
readily engage.

In Rosebud Garden class-
rooms, they also nurture the 
development of the child’s 

soul through beauty, well-
being and healthy food. 
Children are provided home 
cooked snacks and lunches 
that are wholesome, organic 
and nourishing. Rosebud’s 
heirloom garden provides 
fresh fruits and vegeta-
bles; the chickens gift their 
eggs; butter is churned from 
cream provided by the cows 
across from the main cam-
pus. Great care is taken to 
include the children in food 
preparation, to create a 
beautiful table for meals and 
instill reverence through 
thankfulness as meals are 
shared together.

This year, Kimber-
ton Waldorf parent Jason 
Knoth has created a bio-
dynamic heirloom garden 
on the grounds of the pre-
school program.  Located on 
the campus of Rosebud Gar-
den preschool, between the 
barn and pond, Farmhouse 
Manna Heirloom Garden is 
now overflowing with or-
ganically grown heirloom 
vegetables, herbs and flow-
ers including prolific crops 
of strawberries, asparagus, 
kale, spinach, sweet pota-
toes, basil, tarragon, cham-
omile and sunflowers. 

It has long been the dream 

of early childhood teacher 
Chinyelu Kunz to have a gar-
den where the children can 
have opportunities to partic-
ipate in the seasonal life of 
a garden thus cultivating a 
gardening experience that is 
truly rich and alive!  

“The beauty of food is 
that we can cultivate it 
right in our own backyard 
gardens and on our farms. 
With only a few seeds, we 
can grow bountiful crops. 
So whether we grow a gar-
den or prepare a nourishing 
meal, we are inviting the ex-
perience of a more passion-
ate, connected and richer 
life,” says Kunz.

In honor of the Farm-
house Manna Heirloom 
Garden at Rosebud Garden, 
Kimberton Waldorf School 
will be holding a fundrais-
ing dinner to support the 
continued effort to nourish 
our children with healthy 
organic food and have our 
garden be a place of com-
munity and education for 
students and adults.  To 
celebrate and honor the 
success of garden, we will 
serve an al fresco meal 
highlighting organic heir-
loom vegetables harvested 
from our garden and 

an array of seasonal de-
lights from the Farmhouse 
Manna cookbook on Satur-
day, Sept. 23.  

For more informa-
tion and reservations, 
please contact farmhouse-
manna@gmail.com.

K i m b e r t o n  Wa l -
dorf School is situated 
on 425-acres in Chester 
County. It was founded in 
1941 by Alarik and Mabel 
Pew Myrin and is the sec-
ond-oldest Waldorf School 
in North America. 

K imber ton Waldor f 
School offers a develop-
mentally-appropriate, expe-
riential approach to educa-
tion. We integrate the arts 
and academics for children 
from preschool through 
twelfth grade, seeking to in-
spire a lifelong love of learn-
ing in all students and to 
enable each to fully develop 
his or her unique capacities. 

With over 1,000 Waldorf 
schools worldwide and more 
than 250 in the United States 
alone, Kimberton Waldorf 
School is part of one of the 
largest and fastest-growing 
independent school move-
ments in the world. 

To find out more, please 
visit www.kimberton.org. 

KIMBERTON WALDORF SCHOOL

Garden to table initiative launched with new heirloom garden
Located on the campus of 
Rosebud Garden preschool, 
between the barn and pond, 
Farmhouse Manna Heirloom 
Garden is now overflowing 
with organically grown 
heirloom vegetables, herbs 
and flowers including prolific 
crops of strawberries, 
asparagus, kale, spinach, 
sweet potatoes, basil, 
tarragon, chamomile and 
sunflowers. 

forming gas cloud called 
the Trifid nebula, a galaxy 
called Cygnus A, and a su-
permassive black hole at 
the center of our own Milky 
Way galaxy called Sagittar-
ius A*. James Meyers, a ris-
ing senior and member of 
the Science Core Team, said 
that operating the 40-foot 
telescope with all of its di-
als and switches made him 
feel like he was on the set 
of a science movie, but even 
more importantly, made 
him feel like he was actu-
ally doing the work of a re-
search scientist.

Kendrick Key ’20 re-
marked, “I’ll never forget 
the feeling of amazement I 
had when the pens on our 
detector went soaring off 
the page as the center of our 
galaxy passed through the 
gaze of the radio telescope.”

Reflecting on the experi-
ence, Elizabeth Forsyth ’20 
said, “It was honestly one of 
the coolest things I’ve ever 
participated in. To be able to 
track celestial objects with a 
radio telescope in the mid-
dle of the night was awe-
some. Also, the fact that the 
site was basically in the mid-
dle of nowhere, surrounded 
by mountains. … Everyone 
was so proud of the data we 
got. It was a once-in-a-life-
time experience.”

The visit to FCS by Dr. 
Janna Levin this spring was 
made possible by Friends’ 
Central’s Distinguished 
Lecture Series, which seeks 
to inspire the next genera-
tion of writers, educators, 
scientists, researchers, pol-
icy makers, and thinkers by 
bringing renowned scholars 
to campus for courses and a 
public lecture. A core group 
of Friends’ Central students 
prepare for the lectures in 
advance and participate in 
special classes and work-
shops both on campus and 
at the lecturer’s home insti-
tution as part of the Distin-
guished Visiting Humanist 
and Scientist Programs. The 
lectures are always free and 
open to the general public. 

Celestial
FROM PAGE 6

SERVINGOUREARTH,
CHANGINGOURWORLD

Financial assistance isavailable.
UPPERMAINLINEYMCA1416 Berwyn-Paoli Road • Berwyn, PA 19312 •www.ymcagbw.org

a branch of the YMCA of Greater Brandywine

Founded in 2001, theYMCAEarth
ServiceCorps at theUpperMain
LineYMCA offers teens a hands-on
experience in environmental education
through service projects, field trips and
high-adventure expeditions.

Fordetails,contactTONYGEIGER,
tgeiger@ymcagbw.orgor610-647-9622,x2013.

WildlifeScienceandHabitat
Restoration
SustainableAgriculture
AnimalCare
EnvironmentalCareerExploration

JOINOUR
GREAT

ADVENTURE
TODAY!
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With the lower school 
program, DVFS becomes the 
only Friends school in the 
Philadelphia area dedicated 
solely to the education 
of students who learn 
differently from elementary 
through high school.

to succeed beyond their 
own expectations. DVFS 
teachers are highly com-
mitted to the academic, so-
cial, and emotional welfare 
of each student as they go 
through these formative 
years.”

“We believe in the power 
of educating students who 
learn differently under the 
guidance of Quaker prin-
ciples and practice. Our 
students, who are often 
judged and misunderstood 
because of their academic 
difficulties in mainstream 
schools, are embraced as 
people of infinite inherent 
worth and able to meet 

their full potential be-
cause of the environment 
and programs of Delaware 
Valley Friends School” 
adds Head of School Kirk 
Smothers. 

For more information 
about Delaware Valley 
Friends School’s Lower 
School program, visit the 
website at www.dvfs.org/
lowerschool.

Friends
FROM PAGE 9

Villa Maria Academy 
Lower School held its An-
nual Fund program this 
year to fundraise for a 
new Learning Commons, 
a more modern library 
concept for students.

After months of re-
search, Villa’s princi-
pal, Sister Susan Joseph, 
IHM, chose the Open-
ing the Book Discov-
ery Layout for the new 
design. The research-
based furniture, de-
signed by Opening the 
Book, a company in Eu-
rope, is the “first to be 
installed in a school in 
the United States,” said 
Jolie Conahan, Director 
of Sales and Marketing 
for Opening the Book, 
North America. The Dis-
covery Layout “creates a 
dynamic experience and 

draws everyone forward 
to explore the whole 
space,” and the “layouts 
offer smooth organic 
flows which entice peo-
ple forward with a con-
tinuous sense of explora-
tion and discovery.”

The open concept, 
comfy seating and small 
meeting spaces with 
white board top tables of-
fer students more oppor-
tunities to discover, cre-
ate and collaborate, en-
couraging them to reach 
out to their peers, and 
share knowledge. Build-
ing collaboration skills 
is an important part of 
a Villa Maria Academy 
education. Building col-
laboration skills leads 
to deeper learning and 
understanding of con-
tent and empowers and 

enables students’ resil-
ience. Thank you to Vil-
la’s many donors who 
have made this new 
Learning Commons pos-
sible.

The blessing of the 
Learning Commons 
will take place after the 
opening of school in Sep-
tember.

Villa Maria Academy 
empowers young women 
through leadership and 
service in the IHM tra-
dition. As a Catholic ele-
mentary school, Villa is 
committed to the moral 
and spiritual growth of 
each student. As an all-
girls school, Villa Maria 
differentiates instruc-
tion to the specific needs 
of girls, while integrat-
ing the latest in instruc-
tional technology.

VILLA MARIA LOWER SCHOOL

First school in USA to install 
Opening the Book library furniture

Join us for an Open House
October 7 > 9 - 11:00 am
November 1 > 9 - 11:00 am
December 5 > 9 - 11:00 am

Guided by Quaker principles since its
founding in 1885, Friends School
Haverford promotes academic
scholarship, creativity, respect, integrity,
and self-awareness with a commitment
to creating a culture of stewardship
and kindness.

COME
VISITHANDS ON, MINDS ON

Smart Education in a Culture of Kindness

REGISTER ONLINE >
FriendsHaverford.org
Private Tours Available
call 610.642.2334

CO-EDUCATIONAL | QUAKERVALUES | NURSERYSCHOOL–GRADE8
851BuckLane | Haverford,PA19041 | 610.642.2334 | friendshaverford.org

Thank you for voting us

BEST PRESCHOOL

• Full-Day Kindergarten, Preschool, Camp
• Joyful learning for children ages 2.7-Kindergarten
• Language arts, math, science, social studies, foreign language, music, drama
• Serving the Main Line for 69 years.

24 Old Gulph Road, Wynnewood, PA • 610-642-5444
contact@thegatewayschool.org
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VISIT US THIS FALL
ADMISSION INFO SESSIONS: OCT. 4

Middle & Upper School • 8:30 am
Lower School • 9 am

COLUMBUS DAY OPEN HOUSE: OCT. 9
Lower School • 9-11 am

Middle & Upper School •12:30-2 pm

Register online at friendscentral.org
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