
Concerns simmer over water rates; Council to vote Nov. 30

    — KYRENE, Page 25

By Maddie Johnson

Water rates in Tempe may be going up, even 
though  city officials at a recent public 
meeting tried to offer a splash of hope that 

newly approved increases, if any, won’t be as severe 
as some had feared.

Proposed water-rate increases were the topic of 
the meeting, at which city officials did their best to 
explain the proposed hikes and endeavor to dampen 
whatever confusion might have arisen as word of the 
planned increase spread.

After two public meetings in June and various 

focus groups thereafter, city officials found that 
some confusion and skepticism remained about rate 
changes for water bills, which is why the city held 
two more public meetings in September.

City of Tempe outreach received feedback that 

Kyrene, Tempe Union switching to mail-only for bond-election voting 
  Critical need for support of school-funding overrides
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Padres hope 
beloved coach 
can win one 
more battle

    —WATER, Page 6

    — TUHSD, Page 25

The gymnasium at Marcos de Niza 
High School filled with students and 
staff at an assembly to cheer on 
football coach Paul Moro, recently 
diagnosed with advanced lung cancer. 
The state’s all-time-winningest high 
school football coach, Moro joined 
the Padres in 2016. Said Jennifer 
Liewer, TUHSD director of community 
relations: ‘The school and surrounding 
community are devastated by the news 
of his illness and are standing behind 
him as he faces this journey.’ Later the 
same day, Moro reappeared for the 
Padres’ weekly football game, where, 
said one varsity player, he stayed on 
the sidelines for the entire game, ‘like 
he always does.’ 

— Alex J. Walker for Wrangler News

Sign up  
for our E-Edition  

with clickable links at

Editor@WranglerNews.com
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By Diana Whittle

It’s election season, but gone are the 
days of waiting to cast a ballot in 
person at your local polling place. 
This year, votes for the Kyrene School 

District’s budget override are being cast 
with use of a postage-paid, mail-in ballot, 
which has to be postmarked by midnight 
Thursday, Nov. 2. 

Ballots also can be dropped off in person on 

By Diana Whittle

Community leaders from the three cities 
where Tempe Union High School 
District campuses are located have 

taken to the streets in support of an override 
election, passage of which they say is critical 
to forestall a multi-million-dollar funding 
shortfall by 2021.

Voters will receive a mail-in ballot to 
submit before Election Day on Tuesday, Nov. 7.  



Wrangler News • October 7 - 20,  2017 • Page 2



Wrangler News • October 7 - 20,  2017 • Page 3

LUCAS JUST SOLD in 85226
YoYoY ur Local Experts for Over 20 YeYeY ars

Contact LUCAS today. We Get Results!!

SOLD
!!

Your trusted, local real estate experts for over 20 years.  We get Results!

(480) 598-8800 • TheLucasGroup.com     
r

Call or
Click

Jeff
Luca
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Erika
Lucas-Goff

Stunning home in Ahwatukee
4 BR, 2.5 BABAB , 2437 sf,f,f totally upgraded,d,d wow!

Priced at $349,000 • Call fofof r details

Mtn Views

Ideal Location in Chandler
2 BR, 2 BA, 1540 sf, light, bright and priced right

Priced at 245,000 • Call fofof r details

Ideal Location in Chandler

Value!!

Randy
Goff
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Tempe St. Luke's to join largest U.S. private-hospital network

Tempe’s first and only hospital, 
Tempe St. Luke’s, has joined a 
group of 36 medical centers and 

other healthcare facilities in 10 states, 
moving it into a consortium managed 
by Steward Health Care System LLC, 
the largest private hospital operator 
in the U.S., with 37,000 employees, 
1,400 employed physicians and 4,700 
integrated network physicians.

Dr. Ralph de la Torre, Steward’s 
chairman and CEO, said the 
acquisition marks an opportunity to 
expand the organization’s physician-
led model that focuses on quality care 
that also can keep patients close to 

home. 
Said de la Torre:
“We look forward to introducing 

patients, physicians and employees 
throughout Arizona to our high-
quality care, innovative programs and 
community commitment.”

Steward assumes operations at 
four Arizona hospitals including, 
in addition to TSL, Mountain Vista 
Medical Center in Mesa; St. Luke’s 
Medical Center; and St. Luke’s 
Behavioral Health Center in Phoenix. 
De la Torre noted that Steward doctors 
and staff deliver nationally recognized 
hospital care focused on quality and 

safety, prioritizing preventative health 
to minimize acute care and lower costs. 

The company is committed to 
strengthening the health and well-
being of the communities served 
by hospitals in Arizona through its 
offering of innovative programs. 

Steward now owns and operates 
a number of related businesses, 
including a managed-risk platform, 
Health Choice, which delivers managed 
care and health insurance services to 
more than 680,000 covered lives. 

The total number of covered lives 
within Steward’s integrated care 
network and these insurance products 
is more than 1.1 million, with paneled 

lives estimated at 2.5 million.
In addition to Arizona, Steward 

operates facilities in Utah, Colorado, 
Texas, Arkansas, Florida, Louisiana, 
Massachusetts, Ohio and Pennsylvania.

Among its facilities, in addition to 
hospitals, are more than 25 urgent care 
centers, 42 preferred skilled nursing 
facilities, substantial behavioral health 
services, more than 7,300 beds under 
management and more than 1.1 million 
covered lives through the company’s 
managed care and health insurance 
services.  

Nationwide, the company projects 
2018 revenues of almost $8 billion. 

Banding together 
Members of Corona’s bands held their annual fall concert Oct. 3, but this year, the 
event took on new meaning. That’s because proceeds were to benefit Refugio High 
School. The Texas school band lost nearly all its equipment and its hall was severely 
damaged by Hurricane Harvey. Said David DuPlessis, director of Corona’s bands: 
“Although we know it will be only a fraction of what is needed to rebuild their band, 
the Aztec bands wanted to do what we could to give back.”                         
                               — File photo courtesy Jennifer Liewer, TUHSD community relations director
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— THIEF, Page 8

Agnes, a Westchester Senior Living resident who scared off 
a would-be bike thief, was honored by the Tempe police 
department for her bravery. 

Recounts 95-year-old 
crime buster:

‘I'm calling        
the cops’

By Joyce Coronel

Not every crime fighter wears a bullet-proof 
vest or stands six foot four.  That much was 
evident when representatives of the Tempe 

police department visited Westchester Senior Living 
to recognize an elderly resident who managed to 
thwart a bike thief. 

At 95 years young, Agnes had no qualms about 
scaring off a would-be thief. Thomas Ballard, 
resident director at Westchester, asked Agnes how 
she managed to foil the plot.

“She said that when she saw him, she became 
suspicious so she yelled at him saying, ‘What are you 
doing? Leave that bike alone! I’m calling the cops!’” 

The suspect then ran away. He had already cut 
the security chain on the bike with a chain cutter he 
was concealing inside a guitar case. “Agnes said she 
loves her community and neighbors and would do 
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Briefly . . .

12/31/13

12/31/13

11/3/17

$2 Stellas • $2 King Johns

Family Friendly Business

11/3/17

Limit 4 people - Closed Tuesdays

Chandler seeks aspiring police cadets
West Chandler young adults who 

have been thinking about a career in 
law enforcement can get a first-hand 
look at the field in the Chandler Police 
Department’s Cadet Program, which is 
now accepting applications.  

The program is designed for young 
men and women ages 14 to 20 who are 
U.S. citizens, maintain a ‘C’ average in 
school, and commit to two Monday-
night meetings per month and one 
community service event per month.

Applicants are not required to be 
residents of Chandler.

Chandler PD will hold a recruitment 
night on Wednesday, Oct. 18, and 

Thursday, Oct. 26, at the department’s 
Chandler Heights substation, 4040 E. 
Chandler Heights Road.

Officer John Somerville described 
the program as being committed to 
molding young adults into career 
professionals.  

“Our efforts focus on developing 
the skills necessary for success in 
any vocation, while instilling the 
values of personal integrity, service to 
one’s community, and being part of 
something bigger than yourself,” said 
Somerville.

Information: 480-782-4951 or 
CPDcadets.com

Sister Cities to honor world humanitarians
Tempe Sister Cities volunteers 

participate in fundraising for 
humanitarian effort both locally and 
internationally. 

The 11th annual “Making a World of 
Difference” event is planned Thursday, 
Oct. 12, to honor world humanitarians 
whose work brings help and hope to 
thousands of people around the globe. 
They are changing lives ... daily. Wells 
Fargo is the presenting sponsor. 

This year there are four honorees. 
Kathi Juntunen, from Scottsdale, 
founded Chances4Children in 
2005 to help the abandoned and 
starving children of Haiti. Today this 
organization serves more than 5,000 
children. 

Also honored will be Dr. Suresh 
Kumar who heads Harvest India, 
a program that reaches out to the 
“lowest of the low” in India with food, 
medical help, and education programs. 

Michael Veitenhans, originally 
from Phoenix, serves as Director of 
Global Partnerships for World Bicycle 
Relief. This organization has furnished 
some 350,000 specially manufactured 

bicycles to Africa, South America and 
Southeast Asia. With a bicycle more 
children can attend school, farmers 
take their goods to market, and 
medical help can reach remote villages. 

Mark Huerta is a graduate 
engineering student at Arizona State 
University. He heads a team that is 
developing technology to provide water 
filters so that more of the world’s 
population can have clean water to 
drink. 

He states “To see those kids drink 
clean water for the first time is the 
most rewarding feeling you can ever 
have. I wanted to change the world. 
The thing I never would have expected 
was how the world changed me.” 

The public is invited to attend. The 
event will be held at Tempe Mission 
Palms Hotel with social hour beginning 
at 6 with dinner to follow. 

Tickets are $80 and 
reservations may be made online at 
tempesistercities.com or by calling 
Hackett House at 480-350-8181. 
A portion of each ticket goes to the 
honorees.

Sprouts store coming to Rural & Elliot
Sprouts Farmers Market, one of 

the nation's best recognized sellers of 
natural and organic food products, will 
expand into Tempe sometime in the 
early weeks of 2018.

The store, a site for which already 
has been chosen, will replace a 
discount furnishings retailer on the 
southeast corner of Rural and Elliot 
roads, in the same center as Passage to 
India and BR Fitness. 

The move was part of an 
announcement revealing the chain's 
plans to open nine new stores around 
the U.S. in the coming year, bringing 
its total locations to nearly 300. 

The announcement also included 
the company's plan to open 
recruitment for 120 jobs that will 
accompany the move. 

Information is available by calling 
866-925-2396.
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    VOTE YES ON ALL THREE =   NO INCREASE IN TAX RATE!

What you need to know…TWO Overrides and a Bond

Paid for by Keep Kyrene Strong, a political action committee in support of the Kyrene override and bond measures.

• Maintenance and Operations
(M&O) Override

$12.8 million

• District Additional Assistance
(DAA)/Capital Override

$6.8 million

• Bond Reauthorization
Maximum of $116.9 million

Like us on Facebook!
www.facebook.com/KeepKyreneStrong   

Email us for more information at 
keepkyrenestrong@gmail.com

 

MAIL-IN BALLOT ONLY ELECTION!
RETURN YOUR BALLOT IN THE MAIL BY NOVEMBER 2 OR DROP-OFF AT                                             

THESE LOCATIONS BY 7:00PM ON ELECTION DAY, NOVEMBER 7.

Pecos Community Center
17010 South 48th Street

Phoenix, AZ  85048 
Tempe Public Library

  3500 South Rural Road
  Tempe, AZ  85282

 
Chandler Uni�ed School District 

District O�ce
1525 West Frye Road
Chandler, AZ  85224

Water
From Page 1

residents wanted more transparency 
in billing, as well as a comprehensive 
long-term water plan.

Some residents voiced concerns 
that went beyond their own bills.

“We are developing at such a rate 
that I have a difficult time believing 
that we are going to sustain,” Tempe 
resident Darlene Tussing said. 

Tussing said she worries she is 
having to subsidize personal water 
use for new developments and such 
infrastructure as apartment buildings 
or multi-family residences. 

Public Works Director Marilyn 
DeRosa noted that prices are based 
on the demand that each of these 
categories places on the water 
system, and therefore are fair and 
proportionate to each consumption 
group. 

She acknowledged, however, that 
there is a lack of data collection from 
multi-family water use in places such 
as apartments.

“We have tons of data on how 
(residents) use water. What we don’t 
have is tons of data on how multi-
family customers use water,” DeRosa 
told residents. “We plan to look 
more closely (at) how multi-family 
households use water, which will inform 
programs we can create for multi-family 
customers to conserve as well.”

The city implemented a rate study 
in 2016 to more accurately measure 
water consumption and sewage 
disposal after water-rate hikes were 
cancelled this year. 

The study concluded that the city 
needed to increase water bills an 
overall average 4.25 percent in 2018. 

At the city’s recently hosted 
public meetings on the proposed rate 
increases—the most recent of which 
was held at Tempe History Museum—
about eight residents asked Tempe 
officials about the need for water bills 
to go up.

Steve White, planning and research 
analyst for Tempe’s Public Works 
Department, said the price increases 
are due to changes in the industry. 

“We can look at the rate 
adjustments from 2015 that were at 
4.75 percent, so these new adjustments 
are not particularly high,” White said.

The study split water consumption 
into six customer classes, each placing 
a different demand calculation on the 
water system and requiring slightly 
different rate adjustments. 

The customer categories were 
divided among residential, multi-

family, commercial, construction, 
industrial and landscaping. 

Residents with large lots (16,000 
square feet +/-) also expressed concern 
about how theirs will be considered, 
specifically regarding landscaping. 

These homeowners, considered 
to be "large-lot" residents, have been 
split into their own residential tier 
to differentiate their water use from 
the average homeowner’s, according 
to the city’s report. Many such lots 
have traditional landscapes which 
require more water than conservation-
designed homes featuring xeriscape or 
desert landscaping.

Under Tempe’s tiered rate system, 
higher water users pay more for each 
thousand gallons.

“Nearly universally there is a desire 
for us to acknowledge traditional 

landscapes and the fact they require 
water,” DeRosa told residents. “But 
it is most important that customers 
understand that our costs are 
increasing and we want to ensure that 
rates are fair and equitable.”

The city is expected to consider the 
water rate increase at a public hearing 
scheduled Thursday, Nov. 30. More 
details about adjustment rates are 
available online at tempe.gov.

Movies in the Park at Kiwanis
Some of the most popular kids’ 

movies on the big screen will open 
this year’s season of Movies in 
the Park, a free series throughout 
screening at Kiwanis Park during 
October.

Families and friends can bring 
blankets and a picnic dinner to 
watch the kid-friendly films on one 
of the largest inflatable screens in 
Arizona. Each movie begins at dusk 
(around 6 p.m.) in the north soccer 
fields at Kiwanis Park, Baseline Road 
and Ash Avenue in Tempe. 

The fall movie lineup includes: 
Oct. 6 –Willy Wonka and the 
Chocolate Factory, rated G; Oct. 
13 – Moana, rated PG; Oct. 20 – 
Monsters Inc., rated G; and Oct. 27 
– E.T., rated PG. 

Information: tempe.gov/movies 
or 480-350-5200.
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Comment posted to 
WranglerNews.com regarding our 
story quoting Chandler Police 
Chief Sean Duggan: 

You are doing an excellent job for 
the city of Chandler. I commend you, 
your offi  cers and the rest of your 
police staff  for all your hard work, 
dedication, community involvement 
and support you do give to the 
Chandler community. You make 
me so proud to live and be a part of 
Chandler. Keep up the great work.
   — Crystal P

From our inbox . . . 

Thank you for getting back to 
me, and I do use a couple of your 
longtime advertisers, and have told 
them that is how I found out about 
them...Shamrock Roofi ng, and Dan 
‘The Man’ handyman services.

— Marilyn

www.kyrene.org • 480-541-1000 

#WeAreKyrene

Kyrene inspires a passion for  
learning, leading and achieving.
• Arts integration schools (PreK-8th)

• Dual language and immersion opportunities (PreK-8th)

• Kyrene Traditional Academy (PreK-6th)

• Rigorous academics, STEM, and gifted programs in all schools

• Students outperform peers in AzMERIT Math and ELA assessments

Student Focused Middle School Programs:

The Leader in Me Academies

Advancement Via Individual Determination (AVID)

 International Baccalaureate (IB Candidate School)

Where Everybody Belongs (WEB)

Editor: 
The Kyrene School District has 

a long history of providing quality 
educational experiences for its children 
and young people. 

The support of the community in 
supporting overrides has been a critical 
factor in assuring Kyrene’s excellence.

I was superintendent of Kyrene 
from 1972-1987. 

I recall our first override in the 
spring of ‘72 and each third year 
thereafter. 

The support of the Kyrene 
community was all-important in 
providing quality instruction and 
facilities that were safe and healthy; 
facilities that were designed to enhance 
the learning experiences of “Kyrene’s 
Kids.”

Please continue this support by 
voting “yes” for all three override 
issues on Nov. 7. 

Dr. Ben Furlong

Editor:
As a long-time community member 

and a Tempe Union High School 
District Governing Board member 
from 2002 – 2012, I am writing in 
support of a YES vote to approve the 
TUHSD Maintenance and Operation 
Budget Override.

This Override is essential in 
maintaining funding for programs that 
directly impact our District students.  

The current 10% includes support 
for core classes of Science, Math and 
English; elective programs including 
Fine Arts and Technical Education; 
preventative maintenance of school 
facilities; extracurriculars.

An additional 5% will exclusively be 
used for teachers’ pay.

High quality public education is 

key to the economic health of our 
community and supports the attraction 
of new business, increased property 
values and an available and educated 
work force.  Tempe Union High 
School District provides high quality 
education now and your YES vote will 
make it possible to continue that level 
of excellence.

Please support our public schools 
by joining me in voting YES to support 
the Tempe Union High School District 
Maintenance and Operation Budget 
Override.

Zita M. Johnson

From our readers . . .



Wrangler News • October 7 - 20,  2017 • Page 8

Crime-buster
From Page 4

Support our Tempe 
Elementary teachers today! 

Visit DonorsChoose.org and type in 
Tempe, AZ to find our schools and see 
projects available for funding. You can 

support supplies for project based 
learning, musical instruments, and other

exciting learning materials. 
 

#futureoftempewww.tempeschools.org 

anything to protect them,” Ballard reported. 
Tempe police visited Agnes at Westchester to 

express their appreciation. “She was recognized for 
her actions and given a Tempe badge pin and coffee 
cup for her bravery and courageous efforts,” said Det. 
Liliana Duran of the Tempe police. 

“There was no official award but she is certainly 
appreciated and loved by our police department. 
We also highlighted her on our social media pages,” 
Duran said. 

Ballard said he thinks Agnes may have picked up 
some crime-fighting skills at the senior living center. 
It’s all part of an effort to break the cycle of crime in 
the city. 

“We have a brand new Neighborhood Block 
Watch Program here at Westchester where residents 
have attended meetings sponsored by Tempe police 
teaching them about situation awareness and what to 
do in the event of suspicious activity. I think Agnes’ 
alert and quick response was a testament to this 
training,” Ballard said. 

Saving money is important.  
That’s why you can count on  
me to get you all the discounts 
you deserve.
GET TO A BETTER STATE™.
CALL ME TODAY.

State of
Cha-Ching.

Get discounts up to 

1101216.1 State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

*Discounts and their availability may vary by state and eligibility requirements. 
For more information, please see or call a State Farm agent.

40% *Mary Contreras, Agent
2145 E Warner Road
Tempe, AZ  85284
Bus: 480-775-7788

mary.contreras.gpdf@statefarm.com

I Buy Diamonds 
Expensive Watches, Gold and Estate Jewelry

Private Collector

Call Paul 480-628-6028
1713 E. Guadalupe Rd. Tempe, AZ. 85283
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The Rev. Robert Aliunzi, pastor of St. Andrew the Apostle Catholic Church, 
top, visited his native Uganda alongside parishioners involved with E3 Africa, a 
non-profit that seeks to educate and empower orphans and marginalized children. 
Parishioners also traveled to Haiti last spring to visit the orphanage they support 
through the church’s outreach program, above. 

From West Chandler to farflung outposts where need is profound
   Offering help, hope to orphans in ravaged countries
By Deborah Hilcove

Battered by hurricanes and leveled 
by an earthquake, Haiti sits more 
than 7,000 miles away from 

the devastating drought and civil war 
suffered by Uganda. 

Yet both poverty-stricken countries 
share the friendship of the Roman 
Catholic parish, St. Andrew the Apostle 
in Chandler, where Fr. Robert Seraph 
Aliunzi, AJ, serves as pastor.

Parishioner Gerry Smith describes 
the “unique outreach” of the parish. 
The Haitian effort, centered in Our 
Lady of Perpetual Help Orphanage 
in Jeremie, began in 2009 with the 
nonprofit, Grow Haiti’s Children. The 
goal was to assist children living in 
the poorest country in the Western 
hemisphere, where eight of 10 people 
were unemployed and more than half 
the country was illiterate.

Just a year later, a 7.0 magnitude 
earthquake struck Hispaniola, the 
Caribbean island shared by Haiti and 
the Dominican Republic. More than 
46,000 Haitians died, with many more 
contracting cholera. Then Hurricane 
Matthew stormed the island in 2016, 
killing more than 3,000. Just this past 
August, Hurricane María threatened 
the island. 

Once called “the Pearl of the 
Antilles,”  Hispaniola was devastated. 
Lush, tropical foliage turned brown. 
Tangled, broken trees, collapsed 
buildings and splintered wooden 
shanties serve as monuments to 
nature’s fury. 

Describing Hurricane Matthew’s 
devastation, Pastoral Associate Bill 
Marcotte, who assisted with relief work 
says, “It looked like a bomb hit.”

In the midst of this wreckage, 
however, the OLPH Orphanage 
remained a haven. Housing 70 
children, ages 5-19, it provides 
education from kindergarten through 
10th grade. It also provides a hopeful 
future.

Smith explains, “Maybe the mother 
died and the father’s unable to care 
for one or more children. He might 
ask a relative to take a daughter. 
The relative’s likely poor, but agrees, 
saying she’ll be a servant to his family, 
walking at least a mile to fetch water 
in a five-gallon container, eating only 
leftover food scraps. There won’t 
be money for education. But, at the 
orphanage, she’ll have opportunity. 
She’ll have clothes and regular, 
nutritious meals and the opportunity 
to go to school.” 

Not only does the staff encourage 

schoolwork, but volunteers teach 
useful skills to older students. They’ve 
built bunk beds for the dormitories 
and installed mosquito netting at 
the windows. They’ve repaired walls, 
rewired electricity and tiled the 
restrooms. 

Volunteers also encourage 
entrepreneurship. A bakery, managed 
by a 19-year-old and his teenage staff, 
supplies bread to the school, selling 
surplus to the community.  Nearby, 
teenagers run two convenience stores, 
honing their managerial skills. Some 
of the girls have learned to operate 
treadle sewing machines and make 
uniforms for the other students.

The children dream, Smith says, 
and make plans for their futures. One 
girl wants to go to nursing school. A 
teenager wants to study agriculture 
and another wants to be an engineer. 
“These children want to go to college 
and to university. We’re working on 
scholarships.” 

“The focus [for St. Andrew’s 
outreach] is what can help these kids. 
They’re the future leaders of Haiti, 
whether in government or trade.” He 
adds, “We’re trying to protect the kids. 
Keep them safe. “

On the other side of the 
world, more than 7,000 miles from 
that tropical island, the Republic of 
Uganda sits landlocked on the African 
continent. 

Awed by its diverse landscape of 
snowcapped mountains, Lake Victoria 
and the Nile Basin dotted with lakes, 
Winston Churchill in 1908 proclaimed 
the British Protectorate of Uganda, 
“the Pearl of Africa.”

Since winning its independence in 
1962, however, Uganda has been torn 
by civil war and corruption. Not only 
domestic problems plague Uganda, 
but the most severe drought in over 
50 years has left 11 million Ugandans 
without sufficient food. Another 1.6 
million hover on the brink of famine. 

As recently as 9/26/2017, USA 
Today reported witch doctors brutally 
maiming and sacrificially killing 
children in a wild bid to end the 
drought. 

Fr. Aliunzi, a native of Uganda and 
a naturalized American, was orphaned 
at an early age. His 17-year-old brother 
and wife struggled to pay for his 
education, knowing it meant survival.

Acknowledging the impact of 
education on his own life, Fr. Aliunzi 
is intent on educating the Ugandan 
children orphaned by conflict. He 

established the nonprofit, E3Africa, 
with its mission to “Educate, Enrich, 
Empower” and envisioned St. Thomas 
Aquinas College, a secondary school in 
northern Uganda, serving more than 
800 students and helping them grow 
into leaders. 

St. Andrew’s parishioners have 
joined Fr. Aliunzi in his commitment to 
educate the vulnerable, impoverished 
children of Uganda. 

The first phase of the building 
project—a multipurpose hall—was 

completed in May, 2017. Referring to 
Ugandans, Marcotte says, “Education 
is like gold to them. It’s not just 
to make money, but education to 
empower themselves, to be an asset to 
their community and country.” 

Summing up, he says, “We have so 
much here in America, and so much 
opportunity. We often take it for 
granted.”

A benefit dinner will be held 
Saturday, Oct. 21, at the church.

Information: standrew-cfc.org
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SUPPORT YOUR TEMPE UNION HIGH SCHOOLS
 Compadre Academy - Corona del Sol - Desert Vista - Marcos de Niza - McClintock - Mountain Pointe - Tempe High

Paid for by Yes Support Our Schoolswww.YesSupportOurSchools.comYes Support Our Schools

VOTE YES
SIGN IT
SEAL IT
MAIL IT

by NOV 1ST

STUDENT SUPPORT
Your YES Vote on the school override will maintain essential 
programs for teaching and learning in the 21st century.

PROPERTY VALUES
Your YES Vote is ESSENTIAL for preserving our high 
property values while maintaining the lowest high school 
district tax rate in Maricopa County.

TEACHER SUPPORT
Your YES Vote will provide an additional 5% funding to be 
used exclusively for certified teaching staff compensation.

With roots in their communities, newspapers still deliver
By Don Kirkland

Once every month or so our mailbox holds a copy 
of the latest Editor & Publisher magazine, the U.S. 
newspaper industry’s bible that dates back to 1901 
and, in my case, to the 1950s when I was a reporter 
for a couple of L.A.’s major dailies. I’ve skimmed the 
magazine’s pages for all those years but, admittedly, 

sometimes overlook it entirely. 
This month, however, the cover 

definitely caught my eye.
In a few words, it summarized its 

lead story with a headline that read: 
“With roots in their communities, local 
newspapers find ways to flourish and 
prosper.”

By some accounts, people here seem to believe 
that Wrangler News has flourished since we 
published our first edition in the early 1990s. I 
think that’s true. I can’t say we’ve exactly prospered, 
though, as apparently some (thankfully, I’m sure) 
have, but because our motive has never been to get 
rich at this, I’m OK with having been able to pay our 
rent, pay our freelance writers and photographers, 
pay our home-delivery people, pay our printer and, 
of course, pay Joyce and me a stipend for what we 
do, day in and day out.

It’s being able to do that for almost 30 years that 
has provided the source of my own greatest personal 
and professional satisfaction, and similarly Joyce’s, 
and I hope that doesn’t soon change.

I can’t say our phones ring off the hook with calls 
from people telling us what a great job we do. But 
I can say that nearly every encounter we have with 
people in our community—our neighbors—reinforces 
our confidence that what we’re doing is enjoyed, 
appreciated and looked forward to.

While we can’t always delve as deeply as we’d 
like into the stories behind our stories, we try really 
hard to help you, our readers, know more about your 
community and your neighborhoods than you did 
before.

In fact, it’s what motivates Joyce and me 
to frequently pause after each deadline and 
congratulate ourselves on “our best issue ever,” only 
to sit down the next day and find things we wish we 
had done better.

Those who worked around our little enterprise 
in its early days remember me using that “best ever” 
superlative even then, which I guess suggests our 
efforts to keep on getting better is destined to go on 
indefinitely.

Which brings me back once again to E&P’s 
lead article, which says that, even though we think 

sometimes we’re the only little hometown paper 
in the country sticking to the notion of small-town 
journalism, there are (again, thankfully) others doing 
the same, to wit:

• There are 92 daily newspapers in this country 
that have been in existence for more than 100 years, 
most of them family owned;

• The quirks of small newspapers not only 
avoid the sameness of some corporately owned 
publications but also give people the sense that their 
paper is by and for members of their community;

• The desire for communities to know themselves 
is universal, and consequently is what fuels micro-
sized publications that can step into that niche and 
provide that service;

• Decisions about what stories to write and how 
to play them in Wrangler News are made across the 
room by two people, not by large corporations whose 
staffs and offices can be hundreds of miles apart; and  

• Finally, that many of the young people who 
have graced our offices with their presence have 
built a foundation for their future right here in our 
microcosm of homegrown journalistic niche-dom— 
hopefully with training of which they, and we, can be 
proud.

So maybe it’s true, as E&P tells us, community 
newspapers are flourishing and prospering after all.
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— DAMAGE, Page 12

Beware of hurricane, 
flood damage when 
buying a used car, 
advises expert

“Put a Former Arizona Police
Offi cer on YOUR side!”

Call Today 480-247-6366
www.knowleslaw.org

2852 S. Carriage Lane - Mesa, AZ 85202

Anthony J. Knowles
Attorney at Law  • Former Arizona Police Offi cer

Personal Injury / Auto Accidents 
18 Years Experience & No Upfront Fee

“If you don’t get paid we don’t either”

Staff reports

In our last issue, just as retired Tempe property-
damage adjuster Mark Moorehead noted the 
potential for ripple effects from hurricane 

damage to people living far away, area auto 
insurance agents also have expressed concerns 
that the aftermath of flooding in Texas and Florida 
can sneak into the lives of Valley car buyers in 
unexpected ways.

A new, widely distributed advisory, which 
appeared in the Sept. 22 edition of The New York 
Times, focused on the problem of water-damaged 
vehicles possibly being sold in distant locales without 
buyers being aware that they were reassigned 
with salvage titles in their home state before being 
shipped elsewhere.

Mary Contreras, a longtime Tempe and West 
Chandler State Farm agent, has joined others in 
supporting a number of the precautions contained 
in The Times article and recommending that vehicle 
buyers be wary of a private seller they don’t know or 
a company whose reputation might be questionable.

Contreras, who has owned her full-service 
agency for 25-plus years, said that while it might 
be assumed that recent hurricane regions would be 
the only places where flood-damaged vehicles are 
available, auto auctions around the country can and 
do purchase such vehicles and ship them to farflung 
locations.

While there are certain obvious signs of water 
damage if the buyer is aware of what to look for, 
it’s easy enough to overlook certain telltale signs if 
you’re not on guard.

One easily adopted cautionary measure, 
particularly if the buyer is looking for a car at 
a salvage auction, is to know that the salvage 
designation in and of itself is a warning sign that 
warrants additional research.

That, among other strategies, includes running 
the Vehicle Identification Number, or VIN, through 
a recognized database to find a step-by-step 
chronology of the car’s history. Already, according 
to national reports, a large U.S. salvage company 
acquires roughly 3 million cars every year from 
sources nationwide, 30,000 of which this year 
came from the area in and around Houston after 
Hurricane Harvey.
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Damage
From Page 11

Bring me in to
University Animal Hospital

2500 S. Hardy Drive | Tempe

480.968.9275 
universityvet.com

$20 off  
exam for NEW Clients

Expires 8/31/17

20% off
boarding for NEW Clients

Expires 8/31/17

PREVENTATIVE AND GERIATRIC CARE
(vaccine and wellness screenings)

MEDICAL
(routine to complicated medicine)

SURGICAL (elective to advanced procedures)
BOARDING

(separate cat condos and dog runs  
with indoor/outdoor access)

GROOMING    (FULL SERVICE   DOG   SPA)

Expires10/20/17

Expires 10/20/17

Carfax, one of the most 
recognizable auto-history companies 
in the U.S., maintains a free service 
that monitors vehicle flood damage. 
Although history data is said to be 
reasonably accurate, experts remind 
users that each state may use a 
different formula to define the word 
“salvage,” so a salvage company’s 
statement might not include damage 
that could remain undiscovered for 
weeks or months.

While buying from a recognized, 
established dealership remains the way 
most vehicle buyers can feel confident 
in their choice, Consumer Reports 
offers a few tips for those who like 
the idea of buying from an individual 
seller.

Here are some of the warning signs 
that the buyer or the buyer’s mechanic 
should keep an eye out  for:

• Rust showing on unpainted metal, 

even in such places as on screws 
underneath the dashboard.

• Headlights that have a water line 
showing on the lens or the reflector 
behind it.

• Drain plugs, notably rubber plugs, 
on the underside of the vehicle that 
may have been removed to allow water 
to escape.

• Mud that is caked on; new carpet 
in older vehicles; a musty odor from 
the interior.

• Traces of mud or out-of-place 
fragments of one kind or another 
found in less accessible parts of the 
vehicle, as in difficult-to-reach areas of 
the hood or trunk.

According to Contreras, purchasing 
a vehicle from a private party can be 
how some buyers—particularly those 
who consider themselves mechanically 
well-versed—prefer to negotiate what 
they consider a good deal.

But the advantage of buying from 
a reputable dealer typically represents 
a more characteristically problem-free 
purchase as well as establishing a two-
way relationship that can last through 
the anticipated life of the vehicle.
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Come tap dance with me!
Fall Session 
starts Oct. 9. 
Register today!

Work starts on new 
West Chandler museum

Residents in west Chandler will soon see 
bulldozers and construction workers near Chandler 
Fashion Center as construction begins on the new 
Chandler Museum.

The 10,000-square-foot facility will be located 
adjacent to the existing McCullough-Price House, 300 
S. Chandler Village Drive. The house has served as 
the temporary home of the museum in recent years. 
While the new museum is built, staff will continue to 
provide programs, events, exhibits and presentations 
in the community, as well as field trips at Tumbleweed 
Ranch, an outdoor learning environment at 
Tumbleweed Park.

Upcoming Chandler Museum programs in the 
community include: Oct. 3-12: Life on a Cattle Drive 
youth programs at Chandler public library locations; 
Oct. 7: 100th Birthday Party for the McCroskey 
House at Tumbleweed Ranch; Oct. 17: Trivia Night 
with Marshall Shore at Alamo Drafthouse Cinema, 
4955 S. Arizona Avenue; October-April: Tumbleweed 
Ranch Time Travelers early childhood program at 
Tumbleweed Ranch.

“Chandler Museum staff is excited to bring new 
programs to the community over the next year, 
including Tumbleweed Time Travelers and a talk on 
Zora Folley, a former professional boxer and member 
of the Chandler City Council,” said Chandler Museum 
Administrator Jody Crago.

Staff and volunteers have relocated to Chandler 
city hall during construction. Information: 480-782-
2717 or chandlermuseum.org .

The Di� erence is Our People

Garcia's Mexican Restaurant
1706 E Warner Rd, Tempe, AZ 85284, USA

(480) 838-1005
garciasmexicanrestaurants.net

Be sure to try our Traditional Mexican Dishes and Warner Road Manager’s Specials

Gluten Free Menu
Pineapple Avocado Salad  $7.99
A bed of crisp mixed greens with pineapple salsa, 
low fat cheddar cheese and black beans topped 
with fresh sliced tomato and avocado
Add shredded chicken for $2

Sirloin Steak  $13.99
Grilled southwestern seasoned 9 oz. steak, served 
on a bed of grilled bell peppers and onions with 
jalapeño butter fried potatoes

Bun-less Burger  $8.99
A delicious grilled hamburger patty with lettuce, 
tomato, red onion and fries
Add cheese for $1.
Add grilled onions, avocado, jalapeños, guacamole, 
green chili’s for $.49 each

Green Chili Black Bean Bowl  $7.99
A bowl of black beans topped with green chili’s, 
cheese, jalapeño cream cheese and pico de gallo 
on top.
Add shredded chicken or shredded beef $2

Taco Salad  $8.29
A taco salad without the shell. Delicious salad with 
fresh greens, charro beans, cheese, sour cream, to-
matoes and olives. Choose from shredded chicken 
or shredded beef on top.

Friendly, experienced staff

Loyal customers
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www.kyrene.org • 480-541-1000 

#FirstStepKyrene

Kyrene inspires a passion for  
learning, leading and achieving.

Our District offers preschool to eighth grade opportunities

• Arts integration schools (PreK-8th)

• Dual language and immersion opportunities (PreK-8th)

• Kyrene Traditional Academy (PreK-6th)

• Leader in Me Academies – 7 Habits of Happy Kids (K-5th)

• STEM, integrated technology and gifted programs in all schools

• Students outperform peers in AzMERIT Math and ELA assessments

Current preschool openings at:
Waggoner, Manitas, Lomas, Mariposa and Paloma

Tempe residents who are 

passionate about their city or want to 

find a community-focused outlet for 

their professional expertise are being 

invited to consider volunteer service on 

a city of Tempe board or commission. 

Vacancies exist on Tempe’s Board 

of Adjustment, Industrial Development 

Authority and Library Advisory Board, 

among others, according to Tempe 

spokeswoman Nikki Ripley.

Hundreds of community members 

currently serve on city boards, which 

advise the city council on a variety of 

aspects of life in Tempe. Some of the 

groups require Tempe residency or 

experience in specialized fields, such as 

plumbing, engineering or architecture. 

Appointments are made by Mayor 

Mark Mitchell, with formal approval 

from the city council.

“There are many ways residents 

can get involved, and serving on a 

board or commission is one of the 

most fulfilling volunteer jobs we have,” 

Mitchell said. “We could not do all 

of the great things we do in Tempe 

without these dedicated community 

members.”

The vacancies include:

The Board of Adjustment has 

three upcoming openings. Board 

members must reside in Tempe. They 

hear and decide variance applications, 

consider appeals of hearing officer 

decisions about variances and 

abatements, and more.

The Industrial Development 

Authority currently has one vacancy. 

Authority members serve six-year 

terms and must reside in Tempe. The 

group promotes industry and develops 

trade in the Tempe area; acquires, 

owns, constructs, leases, sells and 

disposes of all kinds of properties; and 

assists in the rehabilitation, expansion 

and development of businesses and 

industries, which promote and assure 

job opportunities and an improved 

standard of living and property in the 

city.

The Library Advisory Board 

has one current vacancy and three 

upcoming openings. Board members 

are Tempe residents who advise the 

city council on policies relating to 

the Tempe Public Library and its 

materials.

A full list of vacancies is available at 

tempe.gov/getinvolved.

Applications are accepted year-

round for all Boards and Commissions. 

For questions, call 480-350-4311.

Tempe wants you
City boards, commissions list
openings for volunteer positions
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Jasson Dellacroce, left, and Ryan Dowell share a passion for fitness and connecting with people in the community at their new 
office in McClintock Fountains.	 						                    — Wrangler News photo
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Saturday, 
October 21

Pumpkin Decorating & Contest 
Sweet Treats

Contreras State Farm 
2145 E. Warner Road, Suite 101 Tempe

Warner Century Plaza

Building relationships, one neighbor at a time
  Fitness buffs launch new-concept realty center
By Joyce Coronel

Who knew that pitching the benefits of leg 
lifts, pumping iron and swimming laps 
would eventually lead to a career helping 

others score their dream home? 
Arizona native Ryan Dowell grew up playing 

sports until a busted knee ended his bid to play at 
the college level. That’s about the time he began 
working at Lifetime Fitness in Tempe. At 19, he was 
promoted from greeting guests at the front door of 
the expansive facility to selling memberships. 

“Jasson was there and kind of took me under his 
wing,” Dowell said of his buddy and business partner 
Jasson Dellacroce. The two met 15 years ago at the 
upscale gym and last month celebrated the grand 
opening of The Synergy Team’s venture, Real Estate 
and More, at Warner and McClintock. 

“I helped mentor him at Lifetime and then we got 
into real estate about five years ago,” Dellacroce said. 
The jump from selling gym memberships to selling 
homes is not such a leap after all, the two said. It’s 
about relationships. And trust. 

“It’s about making those connections with 
people,” Dellacroce said. He had to build new 
connections after moving here from his home state of 
Alaska in 2002.  

“It rains 300 days out of the year—the polar 
opposite of here,” Dellacroce said of his former digs. 
“One summer it rained 66 days in a row.”

Both Dellacroce and Dowell branched into real 
estate after years in the fitness industry. Dowell 
made the move first and Jasson eventually followed. 

“The guys I was working with, we all had different 
visions about real estate and that’s when I called 
Jasson up,” Dowell said. Over coffee, they discovered 
they had the same notion of a new concept. 

“We want to bring it back to people,” Dowell said. 
“In real estate they say, ‘Location, location, location.’ 
We preach, ‘Relationship, relationship, relationship.’ 
And that’s where it started.”

“It really is all about the relationships,” Dellacroce 
agreed. “This office helps us gain and build those 

relationships.”
This is no maze of airless cubicles either. The 

Synergy Team’s office in the McClintock Fountains 
plaza is an open space where 15 partners come and 
go throughout the day. 

From an interior designer, a carpet and flooring 
specialist and People’s Mortgage, Synergy Team 
aims to be a community hub. They’ve also become an 
authorized dealer for cabinetry. 

“We see ourselves as facilitators. It’s not just 
about selling the home,” Dellacroce said. Clients may 
not be ready for a new house—but they may be in the 
market for refinancing, a remodel or interior design. 
Synergy is also aiming to build a reliable network 
of other partners specializing in areas like pool 

maintenance or plumbing, each vetted by Dellacroce 
and Dowell. 

Dowell and Dellacroce seem to have hit their 
stride in the real estate business but they still have a 
hand in helping others achieve fitness. 

Uniquely, Synergy offers those who buy or sell 
a home through its offices a $500 gift card for 
Lifetime Fitness. A banner advertising Synergy is on 
prominent display at Lifetime. Both men still work 
out at the expansive gym on Ruby Drive in Tempe, 
just a hop, skip and a jump from Synergy Team 
headquarters. 

‘We want people to know the Synergy Team is 
in the area and to be that hub in the community,” 
Dellacroce said. 
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—Call Frank or Joan for— 
THE AUTOMOTIVE SERVICE THAT YOU DESERVE

480-726-6400
www.desertcarcare.com • 95 N. Dobson Road • Chandler

Serving You Since 2004

4 Respectful
4 Courteous
4 Big Smiles
4 Award-Winning  

Vehicular Service

On-Time • Convenient • Certified

3 Year / 36,000 Mile Parts & Labor Warranty

As Seen On:

Top 10 Auto Repair 
2015 & 2016

FULL SERVICE AUTOMOTIVE REPAIR

Courtesy Flashlight 
Second Opinion
CALL TODAY!

2016 SMALL BUSINESS OF THE YEAR
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Sports 
With Alex Zener

State championship still a 
goal of Aztec Vball girls

Corona’s defending state championship girls 
volleyball team lost key players to graduation, 
but the Aztecs have not lost a step in their 

quest to earn another DI state championship trophy 
at the end of the 2017 season. 

Sitting at 23-1 after losing a 
match to Xavier in the highest, 
or Platinum, division of the Nike 
Tournament of Champions, the 
Aztecs are currently ranked No. 
4 in Maxpreps.com’s Excellent 
25 Writers Poll and No. 2 in 
Arizona.

Before losing to Xavier at the 
Nike Invitational in three sets 
(25-23, 19-25, 11-15), the Aztecs 
had a 37-match winning streak 

on the line dating back to last October.
Corona ended up taking fifth place in the 

Platinum division after beating Millennium in two 
sets.

“I am very pleased with our progress so far this 
season,” said Corona head coach Ben Maxfield. 
“We continue to improve on our ball control which 
has allowed us to use all of our offensive weapons.”

Corona returned several players from last season’s 
championship team including Brooke Nuneviller, 
Abby Meyer, Emma West, Madelyn Noble and 
Allie Wade.

Nuneviller, Corona’s outside hitter, was the kill 
leader on last season’s team averaging 3.6 kills a set 
but this season has increased her kill average to over 
five kills a set. 

Her hitting percentage is currently .424 which 
means in layman’s terms that 42% of every one of her 
hits is a kill.

“Offensively, Brooke is hitting at a higher 
percentage because she is even more efficient than 
last season,” said Maxfield. “She has such great vision 
which enables her to find the open spots on the court.

 Nuneviller, a member of the USA Girls Youth 
National Team the last two years, contributes to 
Corona’s success in all aspects of the game, including 
serve receive, digging, serving and blocking.

After playing libero on the national team, 
Nuneviller’s serve receive and defense in the back 
row are outstanding. She is also the team’s leading 
digger with currently 269 digs or over four per set. 

“Brooke’s serve-receive passing is even better than 
last season,” said Maxfield

Nuneviller is second on the team in service aces 
with 27 aces to Abby Meyer, Corona’s returning 
setter, who currently has 47 service aces.

Meyer, who played last season as part of 
Corona’s 6-2 scheme which involves sharing setter 
responsibilities, is the sole setter this season. She 
currently has 766 assists or over 10 assists a set, 34 
kills, 11 blocks and 137 digs.

“Abby has done a fantastic job running the court,” 
said Maxfield. “She has always done very well at 
exploiting the blocking matchups and getting the ball 
to our ‘hot’ hitters.”   

Playing the opposite position, Emma West is 
hitting a steady 2.3 kills a set with 25 total blocks 
more than halfway through this season. 

“Like Brooke, Emma is hitting with greater 
efficiency,” said Maxfield. “She is scoring a lot of 
points for us because she has learned to move her 
hits around.”

Noble, a freshman outside hitter last season, has 
gone from an average of one kill a set to 2.6 kills a 
set. Last season she had a total of 28 service aces but 
is on her way to improve in that area of her game as 
well since she currently has 24 aces.

“Mady Noble brings a lot of ball control to her 
position,” said Maxfield. “She passes well, plays great 
defense, and offensively is very crafty and smart with 
her shots.”

Wade, who was an outside hitter, moved into the 
libero position her senior year, is averaging 2.8 digs a 
set and currently has recorded 24 service aces.

“Allie Wade has been a pleasant surprise at the 
libero position,” said Maxfield. “She has never played 
the position before, but as coaches, we noticed that 
she was very solid in serve receive. With our libero 
Camryn Tucker graduating, Allie has stepped in 
nicely.”

The 2017 team also includes returning players 
Lexi Vicek and Isis Mitchell, along with 
newcomers Kaiessa Sounart, Sadie McRae, 
Celestial Miller, Baylee Leavitt, Kacie McCain, 
Becca Morse, Alyssa Wissinger and Krystal 
Blair.

Corona lost both of its starting middle blockers, 
Lauren Forte and Jessica Murphy, to graduation 
but currently have found other players attempting to 
fill this important position.  

Senior Wissinger has 89 kills or an average of 

2.2 kills per set along with 25 blocks while McRae, a 
sophomore, has recorded 84 kills and 37 total blocks 
this season and Sounart is averaging over a kill per 
set and has 10 total blocks.

“I am very happy with our two younger middle 
blockers, Sadie and Kaiessa, who have stepped in and 
played very well for us,” said Maxfield.

“Sadie is doing awesome at middle blocker,” said 
Maxfield. “She has really developed a lot of power in 
her hitting, and competing against Alyssa and Krystal 
in practice every day has elevated her game. Her 
blocking continues to improve.  She has a very bright 
future in volleyball.”

“Kaiessa is the most positive player and willing 
to play anywhere,” said Maxfield. “She hasn’t played 
middle since she was 13, but since we needed a 
middle she stepped into that position without a 
complaint and has done great things for us.”

Corona was scheduled to play Desert Vista at 
home on Oct. 5 before competing in the Gilbert 
Invitational Tournament Oct. 6-7. 

After that tournament, the Aztecs have five 
matches left in the regular season. The only chance to 
watch Corona play at home out of these five regular 
season matches will be on Oct. 19 against Gilbert.

Corona, currently ranked No. 2 in power point 
rankings, will most likely stay in that position when 
the first round of the DI state tournament starts on 
Oct. 31 which is scheduled to be played at the higher 
seed which should be Corona. The quarterfinals are 
scheduled for Nov. 2, again at the higher seed. 

The semifinals, Nov. 7 and the finals, Nov. 9 are 
scheduled to be played at Mesquite High School. 

Marcos de Niza Girls Volleyball

The Padres volleyball team, with a 11-14 overall 
record and 3-0 section record, is currently at the top 
of the standings in the 4A Desert Sky region.

Newcomer Kaiessa Sounart, left, joins returning players from last season's championship volleyball team, including Allie Wade 
(9) and Abby Meyer (6), as well as others on this year's Aztec girls roster.                            — Photo courtesy Kris Cartwright
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Two juniors lead the team in kills. 
Elyse Olson is the kill leader on the 
team with over 130 kills or an average 
of over two kills a set. She is followed 
by Katy Johnson with 108 kills.

Freshman Hailey White has 
played in 45 matches so far amassing 
96 kills or 2.1 kills per set.

Junior Jennifer Lauer is next 
with 85 kills playing in 65 sets.

While Lauer leads the team in 
service aces with 46, another freshman, 
Olivia Craig, has played in all 65 sets 
and is next in line with 33 aces while 
Johnson has 27 and Justice Craig 
has 18 aces. 

White and Olson are the leadings 
blockers on the team. White has an 
impressive 27 solo blocks while Olson 
is close behind with 25. Other blockers 
worth noting are Johnson with 17 total 
blocks, Alohna Taylor with 14 total 
blocks, Melahni Washington with 
13 and Lauer with 12 total blocks.

Playing defense, Justice Craig runs 
away with the dig category with an 
impressive 327 digs in 63 sets or 5.2 
digs a set. She is followed by junior 
Katy Denham with 207 digs, Lauer 
with 126 and Sophia Ashmeade with 
124.

Olivia Craig has the most assists 
with 243 or 3.7 assists per set followed 

by Lauer with 197 or three assists per 
set.

Other members of the team 
contributing on and off the court 
include seniors Daisy Salazar and 
Yahselah Thompson.

With five out of their last seven 
matches on their own home court, the 
Padres have an opportunity to be one 
of the top teams to compete in the 4A 
state championship.

Marcos de Niza Football

The Padres were on a two-game 
winning streak defeating Bradshaw 
Mountain 16-11, on Sept. 15 and Casa 
Grande 51-20, on Sept. 22 before the 
pendulum swung the other way and 
Marcos lost to 4A defending state 
champions Saguaro 42-7 on Sept. 29.

The Padres offense was most 
successful on the ground, scoring 
points again both Bradshaw Mountain 
and Casa Grande by running the ball.

Against Bradshaw Mountain, the 
team rushed for 234 yards on 39 
carries with two touchdowns.

Yakeen Baylis carried the ball 19 
times for a total of 140 yards and one 
touchdown and was named player of 
the game by the coaching staff.

— SPORTS, Page 21

   kriscartwright@mac.com |    krissellshouses.com    |    602.620.7480    |    480.539.4775

106 S. Kyrene Rd., Suite 2
Chandler, AZ  85226

Kris  will  help  you 
break  through  the housing  market

Connected to
the Community
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FREE WEIGHTS, MACHINES, CARDIO, TRX 

ALL CLASSES INCLUDED
ZUMBA | YOGA | SPIN | BODYFLOW | BODYCOMBAT

975 E. Elliot Rd., Suite 106
Tempe, AZ 85284

480.838.9077  |  BRfi tnessTempe.com

$1 to join now through August 31

Voted a Top 50 Best Store 
In America 5 Years Running

Exp. 10/20/17

$1 to join now through October 20

Marcos de Niza Padres defeated Bradshaw Mountain 16-11 and Casa Grande 51-20 before falling to state champion Saaguaro.         — Wrangler News photos by Alex J. Walker
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CONFUSED  ABOUT CAR REPAIR ?
Full Synthetic Oil Change  $39.00
A/C EVAC & Recharge  $59.95
Alignments  $49.95
Oil Change  $19.95
Grand Slam Fluid Flush  $249.95

Includes coolant, power steering, brake fl uid & 
transmission fl uid (most vehicles). Offer expires on July 14, 2017

7964 S. Priest Dr., Tempe
Across from Costco on Priest - west side

Call Brian Today
480.889.9933

Bring competitors 
written estimate and 

we will beat it by

 15%

FREE 
CAR WASH

WITH ANY 
REPAIR

Offer expires Oct. 20, 2017

KITCHEN CABINET REFINISHING

Teddy Ladley and Megan Winter were elected king and 
queen at the Aztecs’ 2017 homecoming.

— Photo courtesy Kris Cartwright

Quarterback Marcos Moreno completed six out 
of 14 attempts for a total in the air of 70 yards but 
also carried the ball for 13 times gaining 52 yards. 
Moreno scored the second touchdown of the game.

Alex Torres caught five passes from Morena 
for 42 yards while Joren Davis gained 21 yards on 
three carries and Torren Union 32 yards on two 
carries.

In the win against Casa Grande on Sept. 22, 
Mario Gastelum was impressive with seven 
solo and a total of 11 tackles, but it was his two 
interceptions, one of which Gastelum returned 58  
 

yards for a touchdown, that earned him defensive 
player of the game.

Sophomore Adam Anchando was named 
special teams player of the game in the Padres game 
against Casa Grande.

On defense, Emilio Ortiz was credited with 
sacking the quarterback for a loss of 10 yards and 
Brock Young recovered a fumble as did Joe 
Chavez, who also had eight total tackles. Matt 
Canada finished the game with 10 total tackles.

Currently, the No. 14 power point ranked Padres 
have four games left in the regular season. Up next 
they were scheduled to play at Cactus Shadows 
on Oct. 6. Then followed two home games: Seton 
Catholic Oct. 13 and Higley Oct. 20. The last game of 
the regular season is scheduled at Tempe on Oct. 27. 

Sports
From Page 19
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The Music Store
2630 West Baseline Road   ~   NE Corner of Baseline & 101 Freeway Sheet Music • Instruments • Lessons • Rentals • Repairs

Now offering 
group lessons 

for guitar, ukulele, 
piano, flute, 

voice, and strings!
Visit our website 

for more info for more info 
and to register.

 
www.the-music-store.com

Start the School Year with Music Lessons
480.831.9691

Visit our website to view
our college-educated

instructors!

Mark your calendars
for our next 

UKULELE JAM NIGHT

Monday, Oct 23rd
6:00pm

Lacrosse gains 
fans, players as 
recognition spreads
By Kody Acevedo

Leaders of the Aztec Lacrosse Club are 
starting to see results from their nearly 
14 years of determination to bring wider 

recognition to the sport, as well as a new 
generation of devotees.

Established in 2003, Aztec Lacrosse is a club 
sport at Corona del Sol High School. What makes 
it so unique, however, is that it doesn’t focus just 
on high school athletes—it welcomes kids K-12 
and aims to introduce the sport at the earliest age 
possible.

“Our youth is going to feed our high school 
program,” said Kathy Wachtel, Aztec Lacrosse 
Club Booster president. “We’re being very 
aggressive this year in trying to get into the 
elementary schools and middle schools and just 
expose the sport to the kids.”

Two years ago, it was a challenge to fill all 
the roster spots needed to make the program 

— LACROSSE, Page 31

Players under tutelage of Brian Bielinski, far right, are members of the 2U boys team. Bielinski is also the PE 
teacher at Kyrene de las Brisas Elementary School.                                              — Photo courtesy Julie Albanese
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Saturn set to orbit starting Oct. 23

In 2015, the Tempe City Council 
approved an Orbit neighborhood 
circulator route for south Tempe. 
Named the “Saturn” route, it will 

begin operating Oct. 23 and is the 
city’s first circulator south of the  
U.S. 60 freeway. 

Neighborhood circulator service 
was part of the Tempe Transit Tax 
approved by voters in 1996, with the 
five, free existing routes – Mercury, 
Venus, Earth, Mars and Jupiter – 
implemented between 2007 and 2008. 

Orbit Saturn will connect residents 
who live between the Tempe Public 
Library and Elliot Road with schools, 
shopping and other neighborhood 
destinations, as well as other Orbit 
routes and several Valley Metro bus 
routes that travel to destinations like 
downtown Tempe, ASU, Valley Metro rail 
and destinations throughout the Valley. 

Saturn will operate every 30 
minutes, seven days a week from  
7 a.m. to 9 p.m. on weekdays, 8 a.m. 
to 9 p.m. on Saturdays and 8 a.m.  
to 7 p.m. on Sundays. There is no cost 
to ride.

As part of the expansion of the 
Orbit system, eight 30-foot buses 
were purchased and will be put into 
operation on some of the busier Orbit 
routes like Jupiter and Mercury. 
The vehicles currently used for Orbit 
are 24-feet, have 17 seats and can 
accommodate up to six standing 
passengers. The larger buses will 
have 23 seats and accommodate 
at least 12 standing passengers. In 
2013, the city conducted a test period 
with these larger vehicles to gather 
community feedback to determine if a 
larger vehicle was acceptable to Orbit 
passengers and area residents. For more 
information, visit www.tempe.gov/orbit.

Tempe Fire Medical Rescue will 
host a Fire Prevention Day 
event on Saturday, Oct. 21, 

from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., at the  
Tempe Fire Training Center,  
1340 E. University Drive. 

The event will include 
home escape plan training, fire 
extinguisher training, kitchen and 
electrical safety classes, information 
about smoke alarms and carbon 
monoxide detectors, along with tips 
on discarding smoking materials 
and candle safety. 

In addition, a mobile Safety 
Town will be set up with a variety  
of safety tips, and the Milo and 
Moxie Safety Ranger program  
will be presented for children.

In support of Fire Prevention 
Week, the Tempe Fire Medical 
Rescue Department encourages 
all Tempe households to develop 
a home escape plan together and 
practice it twice a year. 

The plan should include working 
smoke alarms on every level of the 

home, in every bedroom, and near 
all sleeping areas. 

The plan should also include 
two ways out of every room, usually 
a door and a window, with a clear 
path to an outside meeting place 

(like a tree, light pole or mailbox) 
that is a safe distance from the 
home.

To learn more about this year’s 
Fire Prevention Week campaign, 
“Every Second Counts: Plan 2 Ways 
Out” and home escape planning, 
visit www.firepreventionweek.org. 

Veterans Day 
Parade is Nov. 10 

All community members are 
invited to the annual Veterans 
Day Parade along Mill Ave. 
on Friday, Nov. 10. The 
parade will begin at 10 a.m. 
at ASU Gammage and travel 
north to Tempe Beach Park. 
Join in the patriotic fun of 
this hometown tradition! 

Fire Prevention Day event Oct. 21

Golf course closures for seasonal reseeding 
Golf Tempe is gearing up the greens as golf season approaches. Overseeding will take place  
at Rolling Hills Oct. 9 through Oct. 22, reopening on Oct. 23. Ken McDonald will close 
Oct. 16 and the course will reopen on Oct. 30. Check www.tempe.gov/golftempe for 
updates, course information and to book a tee time.  

October 2017
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Tammy Etherton, right, 
alongside one of the 
Alzheimer’s patients 
at Oakwood Creative 
Care sponsored by 
the Memory Keepers 
Foundation. 

Story by  
Diana Whittle

Alzheimer's fundraiser:  
   ‘A Night to Remember’

Watching a family member 
deteriorate, due to an illness, 
can be an excruciating 

experience. 
But the toll it takes on a caregiver 

can be equally debilitating, especially 
for those who care for an Alzheimer’s 
patient. It’s to support those dedicated 
caregivers that the Tempe-based 
Memory Keepers Foundation is hosting 
a fundraiser, “A Night to Remember” 
on Friday, Oct. 20 at 6:30 p.m., at the 
PERA Club, 1 E. Continental Drive, 
Tempe.

Tickets are $75 per person and 
include a buffet-style dinner, served 
in a party-like atmosphere, complete 
with music provided by a DJ. Table 
sponsorships with eight seats sell for 
$1,000; at the next level, 10 seats 
are $2,000 and include free drinks, 
along with special recognition for 
the evening.  All ticket packages 
can be purchased on-line at:  www.
memorykeepersfoundation.org

“The evening also will include 
entertainment,” said Etherton. “We 
will have six casino tables, poker, black 
jack and roulette tables available. 

“Each guest will receive a card for 
$500 worth of chips. With every $500 
worth of chips won at the tables, a 
guest will receive a raffle ticket to win 
one of three prizes:  a purple beach 
bike, a TV or a golf package.  We also 
have planned a Silent and Live Auction 
items to bid on.”

Mistakenly, many people believe 
Alzheimer’s is dementia. It is not—
even though in the early stages its 
victims can exhibit those symptoms.  
Alzheimer's is a terminal brain disease 
and the number of those with the 
incurable illness is growing world-
wide. 

Locally, Tempe resident Etherton 
started the Memory Keepers 
Foundation to honor her mother who 
passed away from Alzheimer’s in 2014 
at the age of 81.

“We started Memory Keepers in 
remembrance of Clarita Swift, who was 
my mother, and one of many loved 
ones affected by Alzheimer’s,” said 
Etherton. “We wanted to be able to see 
exactly where the money we raised is 
going and keep it in our community.  

“Our first year, we raised money as 
a team for the Alzheimer’s Association 
Walk, so all of that went to them.  After 
that we decided we would like to help 
other caregivers out there that might 
be as lost as we were with where to 
turn for help.”

She says all the money raised 
through Memory Keepers is used to 
benefit East Valley families.  She is in 
the process of trying to help with the 
Dementia Friendly Tempe team.  

“They have an awesome program 
and are teaching people how to become 
a Dementia Friend and by teaming 
up together we can provide support 
to help educate more people,” said 
Etherton.   

Etherton also chose to support 
the Oakwood Creative care center in 
Mesa, which specializes in working 
with dementia or Alzheimer’s patients. 
So far, Memory Keepers has provided 
scholarships to two caregivers so that 
their family members can attend their 
all-day adult care program. 

“We became aware of Oakwood 
Creative Care through former Tempe 
Mayor Harry Mitchell because that 
is where his wife attended. Harry 
attended our second event and was our 
guest speaker for the evening,” said 
Etherton.   

“Besides providing these 
scholarships, we have also donated 
craft items, coloring books and a 
sewing machine for them to use. Last 
year we provided money for their 
pumpkin pies for their Thanksgiving 
lunch and for Christmas we provided 
money for them to use on food and 
gifts from Santa.”

(Regular $3) Expires November 3, 2017
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Plumbing
Water Heaters • Faucets • Fixtures • R/O SystemsWater Heaters • Faucets • Fixtures • R/O SystemsW

otal install price including labor,r,r

$25 OFF
any plumbing

repair over $125
Not valid with other offers. Exp 3/31/16 

wwwwwwww .citywideplumbingaz.com
480-966-8795

FREE
ESTIMAESTIMAESTIM TESATESA

Contractor’s Lic. # C-37 064 954 & L-37 086

Citywide_071313_Layout 1  7/10/2013  1:05 PM  Page 1

Bradford 
White 
Water 
Heater

ON SALE 
Electric and Gas 

CALL NOW

Exp. 5/19/17

The Music Store
2630 West Baseline Road   ~   NE Corner of Baseline & 101 Freeway

Instruments,
lessons, sheet music, 

and accessories!

The Music Store now

has NEW HOURS!

Visit our website for details.www.the-music-store.com

(480) 831-9691

Happy Memorial Day!
This summer, join us

for a NEW Youth
Ukulele Class!

June 28th - July 19th
Tuesdays 6:30-7:30pm

(visit our website for more details)

GET TO A BETTER STATE™.
CALL ME TODAY.

State of
Cha-Ching.

40% *Mary Contreras, Agent
2145 E Warner Road
Tempe, AZ  85284
Bus: 480-775-7788

mary.contreras.gpdf@statefarm.com

Not valid with other offers    Exp. 10/20/17

Tuesday, Nov. 7, at the Tempe Public Library, 3500 S. 
Rural Road.

By using many outreach efforts—including fliers, social 
media and special events—“Keep Kyrene Strong” campaign 
chairs Michelle Hirsch, Dr. Jose Leyba and Christie Ellis 
say they’re hoping to educate area residents on reasons to 
vote yes in the upcoming override and bond election.

Traditionally, the Kyrene district receives a good show 
of support from area residents. 

But, as one of the hands-on volunteers on the 
grassroots campaign, Hirsch says she wants to make sure 
all bases are covered before the ballots are cast. 

“It’s important for voters to mail-in their ballots with 
yes votes to support these Kyrene School District overrides 
and bond re-authorization because not only is this critical 
to continued funding, which supports students, teachers 
and an excellent school district, but there is no increase 
in the tax rate that benefits our entire community,” said 
Hirsch.

“Kyrene’s excellent schools contribute to strong home 
values, great neighborhoods and our local economy by 
attracting families and homebuyers, along with businesses 
and continued economic development.”

Voters will be asked to approve three measures:
• Continuation of the current $12.8 million 

Maintenance and Operation (M&O) Budget Override;
• District Additional Assistance Capital Override for 

$6.8 million; and
• Bond reauthorization for a maximum of 

$116.9 million
If defeated, district officials say, the loss of override 

funds will result in a decrease of the nearly $12.8 million 
that currently is used for instructional programs and 
staffing to reduce class sizes, as well as for exploratory 
choices such as advanced placement courses, coding, 
music, art and physical education.

An additional $6.8 million from the override will be 
used for student and school security, technology programs, 
maintenance, software systems and licensing, and 
maintenance for school buses and maintenance vehicles. 

In addition, say campaign officials, bond funds of up to 
$116.9 million will be used to address badly needed repairs 
and maintenance for aging school buildings, which are, on 
average, 30-years-old.

Currently, Kyrene is an A-rated district with 25 schools 
serving pre-school, kindergarten to eighth grades at 
locations in Tempe, West Chandler and Ahwatukee. 

“Kyrene schools provide families with the educational 
choices they are looking for by offering the traditional and 
leadership academies, self-contained gifted and advanced-
placement programs, along with a dual-language school,” 
said Hirsch.

Hirsch is a former school-board president and the 
parent of three grown children, all of whom attended 
Kyrene schools. 

She notes that the district is widely respected for its 
responsible management of the budget. 

“The override measure does not raise homeowners’ 
property tax rates. Instead, it only extends the override 
funding that now is in place. 

“If approved, owners of a home with an average 
assessed value of $238,270 would pay an estimated annual 
cost $152.02 for the M & O Override portion; the DAA/
Capital Override cost would be $80.85, and the bond 
reauthorization would be $87.20, of assessed valuation, 
which is the amount they currently pay,” said Hirsch.

“Keep Kyrene Strong” is a coalition of parents, 
educators, businesses and community members organized 
to support the Kyrene Elementary School District through 
passage of bonds and overrides that ensure a quality public 
education for its more than 17,000 students.  

Overrides are voter-approved initiatives that 
generate additional funding for schools above what 
the state provides. Budget overrides for Arizona school 
districts must be renewed every five years. If not 
authorized by public vote, overrides begin a phase-down 
with a complete elimination after several years. 

Unless renewed by district voters, the current 10 
percent override at the TUHSD will phase out by one-third 
in fiscal year 2020-2021. 

“Support of the Tempe Union override is critical 
to ensure that we can fully support students, attract 
and retain our exceptional teachers, and maintain 
property values,” said Corey Woods, a former Tempe 
councilmember and one of the chairs of the Yes Support 
Our Schools campaign.

“The additional 5 percent Tempe Union is seeking will 
amount to $3.8 million dollars that will go directly into 
the classroom in the form of salary and compensation to 
certified teachers.”

Other endorsements for the budget override, along with 
a detailed fact sheet, can be found on the website of the 
citizen-based outreach campaign at yessupportourschools.
com  

Elected officials including Tempe Mayor Mark Mitchell, 
Phoenix Mayor Greg Stanton and Representatives Kyrsten 
Sinema and Mitzi Epstein, among others, explain the 
need for the override, which will continue the existing 
10 percent funding amount and will add five percent for 
teachers’ salaries.

In addition to higher compensation for teachers, the 
override will benefit students with smaller class size and 
help to maintain the district’s school buildings for nearly 
14,000 students. 

To look at specific numbers, the ballot measure 
extends the existing 10 percent budget of $7.6 million. An 
additional five percent amounts to about $3.8 million for 
TUHSD schools, giving teachers a raise for the next four 
years. 

In terms of costs to area taxpayers, the 10 percent 
override currently is calculated at $47.24 per year for 
a home with an average assessed value of $204,500. If 
approved, the 15 percent override would increase one 
percentage point each year over the next five years, 
meaning that in fiscal 2022-23, when the full 15 percent 
increase would be in place and using the same formula,  
homeowners would pay roughly $70.86 per year.

If defeated, said Woods, the loss of override funds will 
result in a decrease of funds that are used for instructional 
programs and staff to reduce class sizes, as well as after-
school, athletic and extra-curricular programs along with 
facilities maintenance.

The district is known for strong academic standards 
and historically produces national merit scholars, 
according to Woods. Jennifer Liewer, spokeswoman for 
TUHSD, announced recently that 25 academically talented 
seniors will compete for the 62nd annual National Merit 
Scholarship awards offered next spring. 

According to the National Merit Scholarship 
Corporation, the pool of semifinalists, about 16,000 
nationwide, represents less than one percent of United 
States high school seniors. 

Semifinalists must have an outstanding academic 
record throughout high school and have demonstrated 
leadership abilities along with participation in school and 
community activities. They must be recommended by 
the school principal, write an essay and earn SAT scores 
that confirm the student’s earlier performance on the 

Preliminary SAT/National Merit Scholarship Qualifying 
Test.

Said TUHSD Superintendent Dr. Kenneth Baca:
“We are proud of all of our students who work so hard 

for this honor. We salute them for their dedication to their 
education and will continue to do everything we can to 
support and prepare them for life after high school.”

Information: tuhsd.k12.az.us

TUHSD
From Page 1

Kyrene
From Page 1

Parking
690 W. Warner 

Tempe
RV’S — VEHICLES

COVERED — UNCOVERED
FENCED & SECURED

HOURS 24/7
CALL JOHN  

480-797-8507
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Crawling toward its finale, 
Blade Runner 2049 sags a bit 

BAVARIAN STYLE 
FESTIVAL

Oktober 13-14-15

45TH ANNUAL

VIP PACKAGES
BUY TODAY

FOURPEAKSOKTOBERFEST.COM

A FESTIVAL FOR  
ALL AGES!

DACHSHUND  
RACES SUNDAY

222000111777

THE THE THE 222666

BENEFITS
Tempe Sister Cities

international programs

Family
Activities

FRIDAY

WHERE’S YOUR HAPPY HOUR?

TAPPING
KEG

FREE ADMISSION
FourPeaksOktoberfest.comFourPeaksOktoberfest.com

BEER! BRATS!
LIVE MUSIC!

Diversions

Full season listing

ChandlerCenter.org
480.782.2680

Thursday, October 12, 2017 · 7:30pm

By M.V. Moorhead

As the makers of 2001: A Space 
Odyssey learned, it can be risky 
to put a specific year into the 

title of a futuristic sci-fi movie. 
Ridley Scott’s 1982 favorite Blade 

Runner, set less than two years off, 
in 2019, showed us a Los Angeles 
in which special cops of the title 
moniker hunt synthetic humans called 
“replicants” who have gone rogue. 

The film’s smoggy, neon-lit vision 
of the future was scary, but it also had 
a garish glamour, and accordingly it 
was done in the style of an old-school 
film noir—in its original release, it even 
had hard-boiled narration by Harrison 
Ford’s title character.

That’s the version I saw back in ’82. 

I remember enjoying it enormously, 
but it didn’t become the cultural 
touchstone for me that it did for so 
many others. 

I remembered it less for its plot and 
more for its details—Joanna Cassidy 
and the snake, Brion James getting a 
bullet in the head, William Sanderson’s 
little guys wandering around the 
Bradbury Building, Daryl Hannah 
doing somersaults, Edward James 
Olmos doing origami. 

I never saw any of the various 
director’s cuts and alternative versions 
that become as complicated as the 
quarto-versus-folio textual history of a 
Shakespeare play. 

I think I may have only seen it the 
one time, and in any case I hadn’t seen 
it in decades when I saw this sequel.

This one is set 30-some years from 
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now, and the glamour is gone. 
The environment has collapsed, 

California is a hazy, snowy, defoliated 
wasteland, and farmers raise grubs for 
protein. 

But there are still fugitive 
replicants, and thus still blade runners. 
Our title character this time is K (Ryan 
Gosling)—a spiritual cousin of Kafka’s 
Josef?—and the twisty, violent mystery 
he chases unfolds against backgrounds 
that feel almost like expressionistic 
stage sets.

That’s about as much of the story as 
I feel comfortable describing, however.

After the screening I attended, a 
studio rep read us a lengthy list of 
“requests” from the filmmakers about 
what we mustn’t reveal, even going 
so far as to suggest wording to us—
they seemed to want to bioengineer 
replicant movie reviews.

I will say that while the script, by 
Hampton Fancher and Michael Green, 
shows influences ranging from Soylent 
Green to Logan’s Run to Her to, just 
maybe, Kurosawa’s Ikiru, it’s ingenious 
and intriguing, and that director 
Denis Villeneuve, abetted by the great 
cinematographer Roger Deakins, gives 
the film a superb look. 

Villeneuve also gets strong 
performances—from Gosling, from 
Harrison Ford as Deckard, the now-
reclusive hero of the first film, from 
Robin Wright as K’s boss, from 
Sylvia Hoeks as a relentless corporate 
operative stalking the same quarry as 
K, from Jared Leto as her satanic boss, 
and from the beguiling Ana de Armas 
as K’s roomie.

On the downside: As he showed 
in last year’s impressive Arrival, 
Villeneuve is great at generating a 
brooding sci-fi atmosphere. 

He does the same for Blade Runner 
2049, but the result, this time, is that 
the movie is glacially paced. 

It feels almost an hour longer than 
it needs to be, and even the action and 
fight scenes, though often shockingly 
violent, feel oddly lacking in urgency. 

And the movie’s environmental 
bleakness, though superbly realized 
on a visual level, also grows a bit 
oppressive over nearly three hours. 

I just wish that forecasts like this 
didn’t seem so plausible these days.

Blade Runner 2049 is rated R, and 
plays at Harkins Tempe Marketplace, 
Harkins Chandler Fashion 20, 
Harkins Arizona Mills and many other 
multiplexes Valleywide.

I'M CHARLIE: ADOPT ME [Please...]
Hello! My name is 
Charlie! I am a sweet, 
shy guy who would 
thrive in a laid back 
environment, ideally 
a home with no young 
children as I prefer 
to hide in the closet 
all day long rather 
than cross paths 
with them. I am most 
compatible with 
mellow kittens, but I 
do enjoy the company 
of all feline friends. I 
would love to find a 
home with a relaxing, 
movie-watching, 
snuggle buddy. Could 
that be you? Stop by 
the shelter to meet 
me!

If you have any questions about Charlie, feel free 
to call Lost Our Home Pet Rescue at (602) 445-
7387. All of our cats are spayed/neutered, tested 
for FELV/FIV, current on vaccinations, and micro-
chipped. We are open 11:00-6:00 Tuesdays, 
Thursdays, Fridays and 10:00-4:00 on Saturdays 
and Sundays. Visit us soon!
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General Contractor ROC 189470
Licensed • Bonded • Insured

Visit us online at 
www.englishbuilding.net 

Owner, Paul English

Bathrooms • Kitchens
Patio Covers • Flooring

Windows & Doors
Landscaping & More

Call for a FREE estimate

480-603-8813

REMODELING / ADDITIONSDave’s Handyman
Service

602-295-3991

“Ask us if we can do it.”

Electrical         Plumbing
Doors & Windows

Drywall         Painting
Home Remodeling

Free Estimates     Sound Advice

Lic #169409ROC

Specializing in residential
re-roofing and repair 

#ROC244568 C-42 Bonded and Insured

SERVICE
Garage Door
• Broken Springs Replaced
• Prompt Professional Service
• Repair & Installation
• Bonded and Insured

not a licensed contractor

480-251-8610

 TILE/STONE
Lukert Tile Inc.

Serving the valley since 1974
•  Lic # ROC137050 
• Bonded and Insured
•   Tile and stone installations 

including fl oors, showers, 
patio’s, backsplashes 
and more.

• Repairs welcome.
• FREE ESTIMATES 
•  Call Bob Lukert 
480-510-4650

Discounts to Wrangler readers

Kyrene is now hiring
School BUS DRIVERS

FT 30 hrs/wk  Benefi ts off ered. 
Paid training and CDL testi ng 

onsite. Flexible work schedule 
with split shift s. Starti ng salary 

$14.49-$18/hr. Additi onal info at 
www.kyrene.org/hr

This space is 

AVAILABLE!
6 Issues FULL COLOR $165

 Issues BLACK & WHITE $140            

Call 480.966.0845
 for information.1-866-843-8050

480-962-4688

D Paint, Drywall & 
Wall Covering

Commercial & Residential

480-326-0851
Licensed & Bonded • ROC#240852

Whether it’s your 
home or your office, 

you name it,
we’ll paint it.

BRASSBERRYS

Painting & Coating, Inc.

(480) 892-0463

Residential & Commercial

Interior & Exterior Repaints
Bonded • Licensed • Insured / 32 Years in the Valley

ROC Com. Lic.# 127135                ROC Res. Lic.# 107686

House Cleaning

Not Enough Time in the Day?  Call

House Cleaning

Weekly, Bi-Weekly & Monthly

(480) 833-1027(480) 833-1027
References Available
20 Years Experience
Bonded & Insured It’s a Clear Choice!

Jennifer Beebe

Quality Professional Cleaning

J.A.K. Construction Inc.
Specializing in all phases of Home Remodeling

• Rain Gutters
• Downsprouts
• Aluminum &
  Vinyl Siding
• Overhang 
   trim/eaves

• Replacement
  Windows
• AZ Rooms

Licensed • Bonded • Insured • ROC112275

480-820-8711
jakconstructioninc.com

Locally Owned 
and Operated

Ky rrene Corrido
Re esid nts

This space is 

AVAILABLE!
6 Issues FULL COLOR $165

 Issues BLACK & WHITE $140            

Call 480.966.0845
 for information.

Neighborhood Services...by neighborhood businesses you know

Announcements appearing in our 
Neighborhood Services section are 
placed by local business owners 
who want to be a reliable go-to 
source that you can trust now and 
in the future. Ads in this section 
appear in 6 consecutive issues at 
a cost of $150, plus tax, which 
includes an accompanying classified 
ad at no additional charge. 

Call 480-966-0845 for details. Note that ads 
appearing on this page expire with our Aug. 5 issue. 
Please call 10 days in advance to ensure renewal.

This space is 

AVAILABLE!
6 Issues FULL COLOR $165

 Issues BLACK & WHITE $140            

Call 480.966.0845
 for information.

This space is 

AVAILABLE!
6 Issues FULL COLOR $165

 Issues BLACK & WHITE $140            

Call 480.966.0845
 for information.
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Business & Financial
Accounting — At Your Service Accounting, Inc. Full charge 
bookkeeping/accounting, payroll, sales tax reports, financial statements.   
QuickBooks and Peachtree software, 15+ years of helping small 
businesses. Outsource and $ave. At Your Service Accounting Inc., 480-
940-6203.

Bookkeeping and Business Services — Apex helps businesses/
individuals save more money by accurately & quickly creating &/or 
maintaining your books and creating operational systems for the most 
cost-effective output. Over 20+yrs exp. Call 602.526.8064. Facebook.

com/apexbbs  

    Employment
Catering Company at I-10/Chandler Blvd. PT 25-30hrs/wk, flex hours, 
Hourly DOE, Organized, Dependable, Computer Knowledge; Duties 
Include: Payroll, AR/AP, Staffing, Social Media and more. Send Resume- 
Tim@picnicspecialties.com
Employment — Kyrene is now hiring School BUS DRIVERS FT 30 
hrs/wk  Benefits offered. Paid training and CDL testing onsite. Flexible 
work schedule with split shifts. Starting salary $14.49-$18/hr. Additional 
info at www.kyrene.org/hr   6/18
Employment —Tutors full-time summer and part time 2017-18 school 
year. Must be 18 or older and attending university this fall with 3.5 GPA. 
Training starts mid-May. Call 480-456-0500. Send resume DrPam@
AzReadingClinic.com
Technical Writer — The ideal candidate is a Journeyman Electrician or 
from Data Centers Operations.  Proficiency with Word and Excel a must. 
Must be able to assemble scripts for verifying various electro-mechanical 
devices. Topic matter comes from drawings, submittals and specifications. 
Salary commensurate with experience and abilities. 40-hr/wk in north 
Phoenix. Send resume/cover to employment@genelco-inc.com.  No 
callers or walk-ins accepted. 
Part-time Christian Education Director — High energy, creative, 
faith-driven person needed to lead Christian educational and spiritual 
development opportunities for all ages. http://missiondelsol.org/contact- 
us/career-opportunities/
Sales Associate: Looking for individuals who are motivated, 
energetic with strong written and verbal communication skills to 
make sales calls. F/T or P/T. $12-$15/hr. 480-725-8912 x3, duttas@
imageproservice.com

Events
 40th Annual Holiday Craft Sale, Holy Spirit Catholic Church, 1800 E, 
Libra St., Friday, Nov. 3rd 12 noon - 5 p.m.; Saturday, Nov 4th 9 a.m. 
- 6 p.m.; Sunday, Nov. 5th 8 a.m.

For Rent
Picture perfect rental. Ideal for one/two, 1060 sqft. No smoking, small pet, 
credit worthy. Search on Youtube “4679 w dublin” with quotes as shown. 
$1100 with full landscaping. Rich/Kathy 480-229-4939

For Sale
2002 Toyota Camry, only one owner, Engine 2.4L V16, 54k original 
miles, automatic transmission, $2100. Contact 520-428-7091
2002 Chevy Tahoe LS 4WD One Family Owned, It Only Has 70K Original 
Miles, automatic transmission. $2.100. Contact 520-200-1778

Opportunities
CPA wanted to rent office in real estate office on Warner Road in 
Tempe. Great rate and great location. Call Jasson 480-747-7064.

Professional Services
Piano tuning & repair —For over 20 years I have proudly tuned 
numerous pianos here in the valley. I can help you find an affordable used 
piano. $95 piano tuning. Affordable repairs. Expert advice. Lawrence P. 
Cheatham, 480-316-0060. 

Life Coaching — Need help moving forward in your life? Are you 
feeling stuck? Empty nest got you thinking about your 2nd act? My 
proven track record as a life coach helps you tackle the big and 
small challenges in your life. Visit mwoodslifecoach.com or email 

miawoods@cox.net.

Services
Cabinetry/Counters — A Better Cabinet, Kitchen cabinet resurfacing, 
update with new doors, Cherry, Maple, Alder and Oak or easy care 
Thermofoil, 30 years experience, Call 480-650-9008
Carpentry — Carpentry, Concrete, Drywall, Stucco, Roofing, Electrical, 
Plumbing, Painting, Patios, Additions, Kitchens, Bathrooms. Call Roger 
480-215-3373. rchildcustomcarpentry@cox.net. Plans if needed. Lic. 
Bond. Ins.
Concrete — All your concrete needs. Quality concrete work, 
slabs, footings , pavers , re-route sprinklers, hard landscaping. 
Tempe based since 1996.nice guys. tel, text 480 215 3373 e mail 
rchildcustomcarpentry@cox.net. Lic, bonded and Ins. 
Drywall — Vic’s Drywall Repair and Retexturing, Repair holes in drywall 
and block walls, Paint doors, pool fences, Epoxy coat garages, remove 
wallpaper, Stain and seal wood doors and other handyman services. Call 
for a free estimate, 480-820-5797 pt 480-710-0034
Garage Door — Garage Door Service, Broken Springs Replaced.  
Prompt professional service, Repair & Installation, no extra charge for 
evenings and weekends. Not a licensed contractor. 480-251-8610 
Handyman — Handy Man Dan for all your home and yard repairs, call 
Dan at 480-763-8379. Carpentry, plumbing, painting, electrical. I do 
it all. Specializing in the Kyrene Corridor. Local Resident with over 20 
years experience. Not a licensed contractor, just a perfectionist. Free 
Estimates. 8/16 
Handyman — Dave’s Handyman Service. 602-295-3991. “Ask us if we 
can do it.” Electrical, plumbing, doors & windows, drywall, painting, 
home remodeling. Lic. #169409ROC.
Handyman — Honey-Do Handyman – General Repair and Maintenance. 
Electrical, home entertainment hookups, plumbing, install ceiling fans, 
fixtures, phone jacks and most repair jobs. Clean, neat and dependable. 
25 years experience. Not a licensed contractor - Make your list and call 
Ron 480-233-1834 or 480-736-1599. 
Handyman —ABLE Handyman Service - FREE ESTIMATES!! We are 
Smart, Honest, Reliable and Professional. Excellent communication 
skills and hard working. Experienced in the following: Basic Electrical, 
Flooring, Drywall, Household Repairs, Plumbing, Painting, Water Heaters, 
Network Cabling and Fiberoptics. Please give us a call today for all your 
Handyman Needs! Help support the small businessman. Jim 480-593-
0506  03/19
House Cleaning — PERSONAL TOUCH CLEANING - Serving 
the Valley for Over 25 Years. Affordable Service with Quality and 
Reliability. All Supplies Furnished. Excellent references. 
Call for FREE Estimate. 480-838-4066 or 602-481-7000. 01/18
House Cleaning — JENNIFER’S HOUSE CLEANING - Not enough 
time in a day?? We provide quality professional cleaning! Super 
dependable. Weekly, Bi-weekly, Monthly. Call for a free phone quote. 
References avail. 20 years experience Bonded- AG0601, Insured-46871 
It’s a CLEAR Choice!!! CALL 480-833-1027    8/17
House Cleaning —Great Rates on House Cleaning! Weekly/Bi-
weekly/Monthly, 20 Years experience; Excellent Reference from your 
neighborhood Realtor of 20 years. Available Evenings and Weekends. For 
inquiries call Veronica at: 602-206-6864

House Cleaning — Rita and Sandra House cleaning, weekly, 
biweekly, monthly and move outs. We use organic products. 
Reliable, friendly and pets okay.  ritamillan@hotmail.com  480-
401-7678    07/17

House Cleaning — Juana’s Profesional House Cleaning 480-868-5855, 
We clean all kinds of homes VACANT & OCCUPIED, HOMES FOR 
SALE/ move OUT detail cleaning, Move IN READY detail cleaning, 
Continuing cleaning service,weekly, bi-weekly & monthly, free estimate 
480-868-5855    4/1
Home Repairs–– Home Pro Exteriors, Inc. Roofing and Siding 
Contractor. We install and repair all types of residential roofing and siding 
to include facia and soffit coverings. Storm damage and insurance claims 
a specialty! Call us for all your exterior repairs and maintenance. ROC 
289240. cliffmetalpro@gmail.com. 602-565-8819.
Landscaping — Greg’s Landscaping. Free Estimates. Landscape design 
and installation. Sprinkler/irrigation and repair, landscape cleanup and 
hauling, tree trimming. Weekly, bi-weekly, monthly maintenance. 480-
962-4167, or 623-523-2282 (Cell) 5/18
Landscaping–– Yard cleanup and maintenance, trees and bushes 
trimmed, lawn service, weed control, debris removal.  Weekly, 
bi-weekly, monthly or one time clean-up. Free estimates. 20 years 
experience, Call Rob 602-431-1305.  9/17
Landscaping — W.S. Home Maintenance. Serving the valley since 2001. 
Landscaping, lawn care, clean ups, irrigation installation or repair. Weekly, 

bi-weekly, or monthly services. FREE ESTIMATES. Call Wilson today to 
schedule your appointment with Arizona’s true professional at work for 
you! 480-695-0254. http://wshomemaintenance.com 
Painting–– Chad & Son Painting, Inc. - Interior, Exterior, Residential, 
Commercial Repaints and New Construction. Drywall install and repairs, 
Texturing, Power Wash, Popcorn Ceiling Removal, Color Matching, and 
Wall Paper Removal. Licensed + Bonded + Insured roc # 284386. Call 
today for a free estimate and learn about our special offers. 602-790-
5073, chad.son.painting@gmail.com. 
Painting — Brassberry’s Painting & Coating-Interior/Exterior Repaints, 
32 Years Experience in the valley. Quality Products Used. Satisfaction 
Guaranteed. Commercial and Residential. Current References 
Available. Licensed/Bonded/Insured. Res. Lic#ROC107686. Com. Lic 
#ROC127135. Call 480-892-0463. See our ad in Guide to Neighborhood 
Services.
Painting — Village Painting – Interior/Exterior painting, drywall repair 
with texture matching, custom faux finishes, and cabinets. Small jobs also 
welcome. (ROC#069679) CALL  (480) 814-1588.
Painting — Burden Painting Inc. Interior and exterior painting, power 
Pool Service —WEEKLY SERVICE INCLUDES,ALL CHEMICALS, 
BACKWASHING, BRUSHING,  NETTING, CHECKING ALL 
EQUIPMENT, GREEN CLEAN, ACID WASH, FILTER CLEANS, PUMP 
REPAIRS, CALL VICKIE 602-332-8293      6/17
Professional Tile Installation– Install new or replace tile on floors, 
countertops, showers and more. Local Tempe resident with over 25 yrs. 
experience. Licensed, Bonded & Insured. ROC# 116117 Call Jim Garner 
for a quote 602-316-9862. 
Remodeling — JAK Construction Inc. – Specializing in all phases of 
construction. Rain gutters, Downspouts, Aluminum and Vinyl siding, AZ 
rooms, replacement windows & doors, overhang trims/eaves. We love 
small jobs! Call (480) 820-8711. Licensed, bonded and insured. ROC 
#112275.
Remodeling — English Building Company, LLC, General Contractor, 
Your Neighborhood Contractor, Remodeling, Additions, Kitchens, 
Bathrooms, See Project Pictures and Customer references online at 
www.englishbuilding.net, Tempe Native, Licensed, Bonded, Insured ROC 
189470 Call today for a free estimate  480-603-8813

Remodeling — Custom Remodeling Specialist. Whole house remodels, 
kitchens, baths, bedrooms, counters & cabinets, tile & carpet, garages, 
offices, patios, room additions and much more. John C. Erickson – owner. 
Over 20 years experience. Licensed (/ROC#171687), bonded & insured. 
JCE Company, LLC. 480-200-9037.
Remodeling — Remodel Contractor. Concrete, Block, Carpentry, 
Drywall, Stucco, Tile, Roofing, Painting, Patios, Additions, Kitchens, 
Bathrooms. 1 crew for all. Plans and permits. Tempe-based for 12 years. 
Best prices for quality work. ROC# B216115. Call 480-215-3373, 
rchildcustomcarpentry@cox.net. Lic. Bond. Ins.
Roofing–– 20 years in Tempe fixing roofs, new trim , sheathing ,drywall , 
stucco , paint. One crew does it all.
Lic Bond Ins. Text , e mail or call 480 215 3373 rchildcustomcarpentry@
cox.net. 
Roofing — Shamrock Roofing Services. Specializing in residential 
reroofing and repair. Shingles, tile, shakes, foam and flat roofs. 24 years 
experience. shamrockroofing@live.com. #ROC244568 C-42 Bonded 
and Insured. 480-888-6648. 
Roof Cleaning —Flat Roof Cleaning and Inspection Includes: Debris 
Removal, Sweep/Blow, Wash, Tree Trimming, Leak Crack and Pest 
Inspection. Just $60 (additional fees may apply). Call or Text Matthew at 
(480)-403-1335   11/17
Sprinklers – Heads, Valves, Timers and Leak Detection, Low Pressure 
Problems, Troubleshooting and Wiring Issues, Maintenance 30 yrs. 
Experience! Quality Service 480-478-0073 or www.AquaMastersAz.com  
10/21
Tile/Granite — Tile and Stone Installations. Lic., bonded and insured. 
Serving the valley since 1974. Discounts to Wrangler readers. Free 
estimates, call Bob Lukert. 480-510-4650
Window Cleaning–– Call Fish Window Cleaning to make your windows 
sparkle. Windows interior and exterior. Screens, sun screens, tracks, sills, 
light fixtures, chandeliers, mirrors and ceiling fans. Call 480-962-4688. 
BBB accredited, fully insured. 
 

Wrangler Classifieds • 30 words/2 issues/$20 • Place your print & online ad at www.wranglernews.com

For information about how to place your classified ad, 
call us any time 9-5 M-F. Ads cost $20 for 30 words 
in two consecutive issues. Ads with more words or for 
an extended period are available at a discounted rate.
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SHINGLES•TILE•SHAKES•FOAM AND FLAT

Specializing in
residential

reroofing and repairreroofing and repairreroofing and repair

Quality
workmanship

and outstandingand outstandingand outstanding
customer servicecustomer servicecustomer service

The Big Questions . . .
Got a story to share? Would you like to contribute to our Wrangler News 
team? Curious about something going on in our community? Got any 
hot news tips for us?  Let us do your sleuthing for you! 
Contact us at editor@WranglerNews.com or call 480-966-0845 9-5 Monday-Friday

 Small Job Specialist                 Interiors Only 
              Kitchen Cabinets, Vanities, Doors        
               Decorative Murals, Faux, & More 
                                See Web Visuals 

w w w . a z r e s p a i n t i n g . c o m  

   P A I N T I N G                             
  A r i z o n a  R e s i d e n t i a l  

References Given                                             45 years Experience 
                                  Owner Does All Work !  
(480) 945-4617  Mr. Gary                          Absolutely No Spraying !          

Guide to Neighborhood Services
By signing this proof I

acknowledge acceptance

of the ads as presented and

agree to pay the amount

shown below. The cost of this

ad for six issues will be:

This proof is:

OK as is _____
OK as corrected _____
Show revise ______

OUR PHONE NUMBER IS:
(480) 966-0837

Wrangler News
Please fax to (480) 222-0681

Signature ______________ 
Date __________________

$____________
120.00

Vic’s Painting
Vic Vovakes
Dunn Edwards Paints

Interior/Exterior 
Specialist

1883 East Oasis Drive, Tempe, AZ 85283

(480) 820-5797 Cell (480) 710-0034

Visit Our Website: Astoreonline.com

Piano Lessons
20 years experience

2 recitals

    per year

Call Sandra

480-406-0138

Our next issue is Saturday, Oct. 21
For advertising space reservations be sure to let us know by 3 p.m. Friday, Oct. 13. For story or photo ideas, call
480-966-0845 or email editor@wranglernews.com by 5 p.m. Monday, Oct.  You're also welcome to drop by

our office at 2145 E. Warner Road, just across the street from GoDaddy, any time 9-5 M-F. 

We're always glad to see you.
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Lacrosse
From Page 22
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$50 OFF 
any paint or collision service

1992  E. University -  Tempe    

480.829.6875

Sun damage?   Accident?
Need your car painted?  

Want a new color?

Not valid with any other discount.

complete. Now, in 2017, the dedication to spread the 
word seems to have fixed that concern.

“This past spring, we were able to field all our 
own teams because of the expansion of the youth 
program,” Wachtel said. “It’s super exciting.” 

Wachtel and other highly motivated parents 
spend time at schools in the Kyrene district to inform 
young athletes about the opportunity to play in a 
sport that’s been growing in popularity. 

Their work is complemented with free clinics 
staged by Remo Montalbano, who serves as program 
director and head coach of the high school team.

The clinic is Montalbano’s way to enlighten the 
younger generations about the sport he loves.

“We show them some basic skills, but really it’s 
‘come try lacrosse for free’,” he said. 

In 2015, Montalbano began his tenure as head 
coach at the high school level. A former college 
player, he was a three-year captain and a four-year 
starter for Dominican College in New York, where he 
scored over 100 collegiate points.

He went on to graduate school at Grand Canyon 
University, where he served as an assistant coach 

for four years. He said he made the move to the high 
school because he felt he was ready to be a head 
coach.

“It was also an awesome opportunity that popped 
up,” Montalbano said in 2015. “The timing was 
really, really awesome.”

Montalbano was one of those who preached 
building the youth program in its early days.

“When we first started doing the free clinics, we 
maybe had only 20-30 kids and almost half of those 
were in high school,” Montalbano said. “A year ago, 
we had about 40 kids.”

Now, Montalbano calls the clinics ‘a borderline 
event.’ Earlier this month, the club had 70 kids 
register; 60 percent had never played lacrosse before. 

Montalbano said he is obviously excited about the 
increase in interest, but is not surprised one bit. 

“It’s a great game,” he said. “It’s a fun game. It’s a 
mixture of a lot of different sports.”

“I’m just happy that the word-of-mouth is starting 
to spread and we’re getting better as a team.”

While the main focus is on the younger kids, 
Montalbano is also dedicated to improving his high 
school athletes, not just as players but as men as well. 

“They’ve been great as far as giving back to 
the youth,” Montalbano said. “We’ll cut a couple 
practices short and they’ll go down and scrimmage 
and play with the youth players a couple times during 

the season,” he said.
“The kids really love it.”
While one goal is to continue to stimulate youth 

involvement, the high school program is always 
looking for additions to the team. 

Since Aztec Lacrosse is a club team at Corona, it 
doesn’t officially qualify as an official varsity sport.

Therefore, students at Tempe High, Marcos de 
Niza and McClintock are eligible to play on the Aztec 
team based on district boundaries. 

Montalbano said staff at Corona have been 
widely supportive in their efforts to grow the sport, 
yet he believes it will be a while before the team is 
sanctioned as an official varsity sport. 

“When those first crops of youth players—with 
everyone putting in all this hard work—come up (to 
the high school level), I think it has a legit chance to 
go then.” 

For now, the players, parents, coaches and 
volunteers will keep grinding away. 

Their focus right now is on upcoming fall ball 
practice nights which include 6-8 p.m. Thursday, 
Oct. 5; and 6-8 p.m. Tuesday, Oct. 17. Practices are 
held at the Tempe Sports Complex, 8403 S. Hardy 
Drive, Tempe. 

You can learn more about the club at www.
azteclax.club
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