


Re/Max Achievers Inc.
had another great sales
year in 2016!
The sales associates gen-

erated over $200million in
real estate volume!
Re/Max Achievers and

broker/owner John E. Ohler
hosted the annual Re/Max
Achievers Annual Awards
Ceremony in February.
Sales associates were recog-
nized for their many hours
of sacrifices to reach their
achievements. The associ-
ates at Re/Max Achievers
continue to offer excellent
real estate service!

Re/Max Achievers pre-
sented 2016 awards for
the Re/Max EXECUTIVE
CLUB, Re/Max 100% club,
Re/Max Platinum Club,
Re/Max Achievers Top
Producer(s) and Re/Max
Achievers Top Teams.
Hire the Achievers’

award-winning Realtors!
They are experts in the real

estate industry!
• Executive Club — Kim

Welch, Rick Sheppard, Rick
Finaldi, Nancy Peters, Paula
Pearce, Stefanie Bryan, Ni-
cole Roman, Brian Bertsch,
Marcia Singh,Mark Toepel.
• 100% Club — Marlene

Sabella, Peg Chism, Billy-
Jo Salkowski, Jim Boyd,
Donna Russell, DaveWaldt,
Melinda Bastable, Rob Lan-
dis, Kristen Weller, Kathy
Cicala, Ron Vogel, Ginger
Childs.
• Platinum Club — Brent

Harris, Michael Richter,
Marilyn Keenan.

• Top Producers — Top
Producer: Brent Harris;
Producer No. 2: Mike Rich-
ter; Producer No. 3: Mar-
lene Sabella.
• Top Producing Teams

— Team No. 1 Marilyn
Keenan and Joseph Hen-
ning; Team No. 2 Kristin
Weller and Rob Landis;
TeamNo. 3: Nancy andDon
Peters.
• Hall of Fame — Ginger

Childs received this for out-
standing sales volume dur-
ing her career at Re/Max.
• New Sales Associ-

ates — Re/Max Achiev-

ers welcomes Realtors
John Chism, Ron Vogel,
Cindy Royer, Norma Coy,
Rob Deckert, Kim Welch
and Eric Welch to Re/Max
Achievers Real Estate.
There is no time like the

present to sell and buy real
estate. Interest rates re-
main low, and inventory
is low! Walk-ins are wel-
come; stop by our two of-
fices, call, text or email. The
offices are minutes from
your home: Collegeville,
1425 S. Collegeville Road
(Route 29), 610-489-5900;
Pottstown, 2060 E. High

St., 610-326-1200. Email:
AchieversOffice@Achiev-
ersPA.com. Text: 610-308-
9449.
Re/Max Achievers is

eager to assist you with
all your real estate needs
whether buying, selling or
investing. The team of Re/
Max Achievers Realtors of-
fers over 600 years of expe-
rience!
For more industry infor-

mation or to request ser-
vices, call us.
All the best for a happy

holidays!
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Re/Max Achievers announces awards for 2016

Brandpoint

If current design trends are any
indication, wood siding is back.
Design professionals are recom-
mending one species in particu-
lar: cypress. What’s behind this
revival of cypress siding?
“Good looks, dependable per-

formance and affordability,” says
Stephen Logue of the Southern
Cypress Manufacturers Associa-
tion, www.CypressInfo.org. “Cy-
press has a unique appearance
with its honey-like hues and in-
triguing grain pattern. Its ability
to withstand the elements and
nature has long made it a favor-
ite siding material in areas of the
country that experience constant
heat, high humidity and torren-
tial rains. Additionally, cypress is
a competitively priced material.
We see it being requested more
and more.”
Architects side with cypress:

Take it from the pros
Atlanta-based architect Daniel

Martin says he recommends cy-
press to clients based on his first-
hand experience with the unique
wood.

“The performance is great,”
Martin says. “I’ve had cypress
siding on my own home for more
than 20 years, and I’ve only had to
repaint it once in that time. One
of themain reasons I recommend
cypress is because it’s resistant to
decay, as well as insects like ter-
mites and bees. Carpenter bees
love some other species of wood,
such as cedar. They’ll bore in and
lay their eggs, and then wood-
peckers come along and gouge
out grooves to get to the eggs, de-
stroying the wood. That’s not an
issue with cypress.”
AsMartin has learned, cypress

comes by its durability naturally,
thanks to an oil that is produced
while the tree is growing. The oil
acts as a preservative, meaning
cypress wood doesn’t need to be
pressure treated with chemicals
like some other wood siding op-
tions.
David and Laurel Mullikin, a

husband-and-wife design/build
duo in Atlanta, say they use cy-
press regularly in outdoor appli-
cations.
“We’ve designed some of our

best projects with cypress,” Lau-

rel says. “It’s one of our favor-
ite species of wood to use. In
fact, we’re currently designing
our own new home. We are in-
corporating cypress as the ceil-
ings for our porches, adding a

lot of aesthetic warmth to a part
of the house many people over-
look. And we’re using cypress sid-
ing and finishing it with the Shou
Sugi Ban method, which involves
charring the surface of the wood

and then sanding and sealing it.
The process not only provides a
unique look to an already beau-
tiful wood, but also enhances its
natural durability.”
For the best performance
As with any wood siding, cy-

press will require a little TLC
every now and then to look and
perform best. With properly ap-
plied finishes and regular main-
tenance, cypress siding will last a
lifetime or longer.
Whether installing new cy-

press siding or refreshing exist-
ing wood, the first step is to make
sure its surface is clean so that it
can better absorb the desired fin-
ish. Wash the wood with a mild
bleach-and-water solution, using
a pressure washer on a low set-
ting. Let the solution soak for 15
minutes before thoroughly rins-
ing. Then, allow the wood to dry
for about a week. This also is a
good time to repair any nail holes
and surface irregularities.
Homeowners who prefer cy-

press’ natural color can preserve
the look by applying a clear, wa-
ter-repellant sealer to all sides

REALESTATE

Cypress siding: It’s what the pros choose

BRANDPOINT

Cypress siding provides good looks, natural durability and dependable
performance at an affordable price – qualities that attract homeowners
and design professionals alike.
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Over 75 years of experience
working hard for you!

Meredith Jacks is the Broker / Co-Owner of Styer Real
Estate and is the top sales agent in the Owen J. Roberts
school district. She is passionate about customer
service and strives to go above and beyond when
helping people move into the next phase of their lives.
She is an OJR and Penn State Alumna, and lives in East
Coventry with her husband Shawn and bulldog Butter.

Jessica Weeks grew up in Warwick Township and is an
OJR and PSU graduate. She became a Realtor while
living in Philadelphia over 10 years ago and is thrilled
to be representing her hometown! She loves getting to
know her clients and helping them translate their big
dreams into functional reality.

Dianne Melvin is a full-time Realtor who brings a fresh
and upbeat approach to Real Estate. She is passionate
about helping children with special needs, and is
the co-founder of The Rebecca Melvin Foundation, a
non-profit organization formed to assist children with
chronic disabilities.

Kenneth R. Styer is the Associate Broker / Co-Owner
of Styer Real Estate and has been selling real estate

in Chester County for over 45 years. He has built close
to 100 homes and was the owner of Tri-County Land

Development and Kenneth R. Styer Real Estate
for 35 years. He currently lives in Warwick Township

with his wife Carole and dog Melanie.

Amber Buchanan is an Accredited Luxury Home Sale
Specialist with over 15 years of experience serving

the greater Pottstown area. She is an OJR and Ursinus
University graduate, and currently resides in North

Coventry Township. She looks forward to continuing to
serve the community she loves!

For over 13 years Mark was the owner of MH & Family
Homes where he worked side-by-side with his son
doing high-end custom carpentry work. Mark was

raised in West Chester and currently lives in North
Coventry in a beautiful home that he recently built

with his sons. After 45 years in the construction
business, Mark is excited to share his love and

expertise of homes with his satisfied clients. When he
isn’t working, he enjoys golfing, motorcycle rides, and

spending time with his 4 children and 9 grandchildren.
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Brandpoint

The cold months of win-
ter have a batten-down-the-
hatches feel to them, don’t
they? Fortunately, they’re
over. Now that summer is
here, you want to spread
out, bask in the beautiful
weather and finally tackle
those home improvement
projects you were eye-
ing during those colder

months.
Now is the perfect time

to make a big impact on
your home, and you can do
so without spending a lot.
Below are five do-it-yourself
projects you can tackle in
a single weekend, and each
will still leave you enough
money in your budget to en-
joy everything else summer
has to offer.

• Freshen up your land-
scaping. Your home’s out-
door appearance gets a
pass during the winter, but
in the summer the exterior
of the house is all about
curb appeal. That makes
improving your landscap-
ing a great place to start
your summer projects,
plus the work you do can
be completely customizable

to your budget. If you have
some extra money, plant a
tree or a bush. If your bud-
get is tighter, opt for pot-
ted flowers. Even an activ-
ity like trimming around
your trees and bushes or
pulling weeds can have a
big impact on the look of
your home and it costs you
nothing.
• An accent wall that

truly accents. You’ve seen
hundreds of DIY tips sug-
gesting you add an accent
wall to your home with a
fresh coat of paint. How-
ever, to add an accent wall
that goes above and be-
yond, replace the paint
project with CharredWood
Shiplap from UFP-Edge in-
stead. This wood, burnt
through an ancient Jap-
anese technique to high-
light its beauty and char-
acter, then sealed with a
satin finish, offers the per-
fect contrast to any room
for an accent you’ll relish
every time you see it.
• Update your bathroom

on your terms. A full bath-
room remodel is hardly
DIY, and you’re certainly
not finishing it in one
weekend. However, that

doesn’t mean this room is
completely off-limits when
it comes to improvements.
Instead, pick the project
that matches your needs
and your budget. Large-
scale improvements could
include replacing your out-
dated sink or toilet. You
could go smaller and sim-
ply replace the hardware
on the sink. This is also a
great time to look at the
smaller aspects of your
bathroom and see if you
want to replace your med-
icine chest, your towel rack
or the handles on your cab-
inets.
• The perfect wrap for

your kitchen or bar. The
kitchen is a focal point in
any home, so improvements
made here tend to stand
out. If you’re looking to im-
prove your kitchen with an
incredibly popular coun-
try look, you can add your
island to the motif with a
rustic wrap. UFP-Edge Rus-
tic Collection is new lumber
that has been distressed to
provide that worn coun-
try charm. Rustic wood is
available in shiplap siding
and trim boards that allow
you to create a wood proj-

ect that supports your style
in any size and any loca-
tion. Start with a wrap for
your kitchen or bar and see
where your creativity takes
you.
• Rethink your window

treatments. Like your bath-
room, a full-scale replace-
ment of your window treat-
ments can be pretty expen-
sive. However, like your
bathroom, you also have
plenty of freedom to pick
and choose your options
here as well. If a favorite
room feels too dark, replace
the existing curtains with
something light and airy. If
you want the room to feel
darker, install room-dark-
ening shades. Spend your
money and your time on the
rooms that matter most to
you and you won’t be dis-
appointed.
These warm-weather

months are the perfect
time to make your home
everything you want it to
be, so invest your time in a
little DIY. You, your home
and your budget will all be
better for it. To learn more
about these accent wall ma-
terials available from UFP-
Edge, visit UFP-Edge.com.

REALESTATE

Affordable weekend DIY projects that completely recreate your home

BRANDPOINT

The cold months of winter have a batten-down-the-hatches feel to them, don’t they?

RichaRd ZubeR
RealtoR, bRokeR, ceRtified appRaiseR
office phone: 610-369-0303 ext. 233
cell phone: 610-639-0787

MLS #6560103/6560166
Boro of Boyertown Single Detached Brick Building. Commercial

office on first floor. 3 bedroom apartment on second floor. Two car

detached garage. Various possibilities.

$160,000

MLS #7059205
Berks Co. brick/vinyl split level home w/eat-in kitchen, DR, LR,

3 BR, 1.5 Baths, FR, 1 car garage, 10 X 20 deck, in-ground pool,

.59 acres.

$189,900

MLS #7059198
Berks Co. brick & vinyl split level, kit, DR, LR, 3 bedroom, 1 bath,

1 car garage, 2.214 acres.

$189,900

MLS #6874128
Level wooded 0.64 acre lot in Upper Pottsgrove Twp. on quiet
cul-de-sac in Colonial Heights sub-division at intersection of
Continental and Concord Drives. Lot will support 1-2 micro mounds
based on probe test by soil engineering firm.

$39,500

MLS #7019582
Amity Township Quality Blt stone rancher w/ 20x24 FR,

Cherry Kitchen, LR w/stone fireplace on 1.5 acre sewered lot.

32x32 separate detached garage.

$279,900

MLS #7017498
Village of Shannon, W. Chester townhouse featuring K, DA, LR

w/fireplace, FR, 3 BR’s, 2.5 baths. 1 c garage.

$299,900

LAND
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Located on the bor-
der of Berks and Lehigh
counties, Brookshire of-
fers brand new, luxurious,
single-family homes in a
quiet, rural setting with
breathtaking hilltop views.
Not only are the homes

and views spectacular,
the location is great —
it’s close to Routes 100
and 29 and just minutes
away from the Pennsylva-
nia Turnpike, Route 78 and
Route 22.
Call 610-282-2511 to

schedule a visit.
Homebuyers looking

for exceptionally well-
designed, single-fam-
ily homes from a trusted
builder will certainly
find it at Brookshire. The
community offers seven
single-family home floor
plans ranging from 2,800
to 4,542 square feet of liv-
ing space and offers an
open floor plan, gener-
ously sized rooms, 9-foot
first-f loor ceilings, four
to five bedrooms, two to
three baths and a two-
to three-car garage. The
homes also include gour-
met kitchens with state-
of-the-art appliances, a
center island and 42-inch

cabinets, spacious fam-
ily rooms and luxurious
owner’s suites. Homes are
priced starting from the
upper $300,000s.
One of the most dis-

tinctive features of this
community is the amaz-
ing view. Located on gen-
tly rolling hills, the com-
munity provides a pic-
turesque view of wooded
hillsides surrounding the
community— gorgeous ev-
ery season of the year.
Brookshire is also in

close proximity to shop-
ping and entertainment.
The community is within
30 minutes of the Lehigh
Valley Mall and the South
Mall in Allentown, as well
as Brookside Country Club
or the Saucon Valley Coun-
try Club. For family fun,
it’s not far to Dorney Park
and Wildwater Kingdom
or Arnolds GoKart and
Family Fun Center.
Brookshire is beingmar-

keted from Judd Builder’s
Whispering Pines model
home. Visit the Whisper-
ing Pines sales office at
located at 3905 Liberty
Creek Parkway, Coopers-
burg, PA 18036, to tour
the models available at

Brookshire. The Sales Of-
fice is open Monday and
Thursday through Satur-
day from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.
and Sunday from noon to
5 p.m.
For more information,

contact Brendan Boroski,
community salesmanager,
at 610-282-2511 or 215-416-
6621 or visit www.judd-
builders.com.

Judd Builders, a division
of the broad-based
DePaul Group, was
founded in the late 1950s
as a builder of custom
homes in and around
Philadelphia. Over its
50-year history, Judd
Builders has earned the
reputation as a skilled
and conscientious
planner of communities
that is sensitive to
the contemporary
environmental issues as
well as the concerns of
all homebuyers. Today,
Judd Builders offers high-
quality, award-winning
homes designs in the
most desirable locations.
For more information
on the company and its
communities, visit www.
juddbuilders.com.

REALESTATE

Luxury single-family homes
with spectacular views at
Brookshire in Zionsville

and edges of siding boards.
It’s also suggested to look
for products with a UV in-
hibitor to block out the
sun’s fading rays. Sealers
should be reapplied every
few years to rejuvenate and
protect the wood. If left un-
treated, over time, cypress
will weather to a dark gray.

To bring out the rich-
ness of cypress’ grain,
semi-transparent, oil-based
stains work best. These
stains will penetrate the
wood, prevent water prob-
lems and allow the wood
to breathe. Stains typically
need to be reapplied every
two years.
If you like the clean look

of a solid finish, paint it. For
best results, apply a 100 per-
cent acrylic latex paint with

a compatible primer. It’s
also recommended to back
prime the boards to avoid
any potential moisture is-
sues.
No matter your chosen

finish, remember to fol-
low the manufacturer’s in-
structions for best results.
For more information on
cypress, or to get inspired
for your next home or ren-
ovation project, visit www.
CypressInfo.org.

Siding
FROMPAGE2

Priced from the Upper $300s
Zionsville, PA • Lehigh & Berks Country

• 4-5 Bedrooms, 2-3 Baths

• East Penn & Parkland Schools

• Wooded lots available

• Up to 7 acres per homesite!

JuddBuilders.com
BROKER COOPERATION IS WARMLY INVITED AND APPRECIATED.

Prices and features subject to change without notice.

610.282.2511 or 215.416.6621
brookshire@juddbuilders.com

VISIT US AT WHISPERING PINES
Mon, Thurs - Sat 11–5 • Sun 12–5

3905 Liberty Creek Parkway • Coopersburg, PA 18036

LUXURY SINGLE-FAMILY
HOMES WITH

CHOOSE
FROM
7 HOME
DESIGNS!
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There’s never been a
better time to purchase a
brand new home and get
super savings at Meadow
View Farms!
For a limited time, take

advantage of special pric-
ing on your dream home
— save $30K on any home.
Contact Tim Bambule,
community sales man-
ager, at 610-987-0422 to

learn more about this spe-
cial offering!
Homebuyers looking

for exceptionally well-de-
signed homes, a low-main-
tenance lifestyle and a
trusted builder will cer-
tainly find it at Meadow
View Farms. The com-
munity offers three low-
maintenance single-fam-
ily home floor plans with

convenient one-f loor liv-
ing and prices starting in
the low $200,000s. The
f loor plans range from
1,674 to 1,963 square feet
of living space and offer
generously sized rooms,
an open floor plan, two or
three bedrooms including
a first-f loor owner’s re-
treat with walk-in closets,
up to three baths, large

kitchen with center is-
land and breakfast nook,
9-foot first-f loor ceilings,
two-car garage, spacious
great rooms and rich exte-
riors of stone, siding and
brick. More information
can be found at the sales
office.
Meadow View Farms’

community center is the
perfect place to relax and
meet up with friends or
fellow neighbors. Resi-
dents can enjoy the well-
appointed fitness center,
play cards in the great
room or activities room or
meet up with family and
friends in the great room.
Homeowners will be

pleased to know that the
homeowners association
takes care of the lawn
care, trash removal and
snow removal from drive-
way, walkway and streets.
Also, since this is a 55-

plus community, home-
owners will be with like-
minded neighbors who
share similar interests, at-
titudes and commitment
to an active lifestyle.
To visit Meadow View

Farms and tour the dec-
orated models from Pott-
stown, take Route 422
West to 662 North, then
turn left onto Route 73
West. Go approximately
1 mile, and then turn left
on Friedensburg Road.
Meadow View Farms is
on the left. The sales of-
fice and decorated mod-
els are open Monday and
Thursday through Satur-
day from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.
and Sunday from noon to
5 p.m.
For more information

contact Tim Bambule,
community sales man-
ager, at 610-987-0422 or
visit www.juddbuilders.

com.

Judd Builders, a division
of the broad-based
DePaul Group, was
founded in the late 1950s
as a builder of custom
homes in and around
Philadelphia. Over its
60-year history, Judd
Builders has earned the
reputation as a skilled
and conscientious
planner of communities
that is sensitive to
the contemporary
environmental issues
as well as the concerns
of all homebuyers.
Today, Judd Builders
offers high-quality,
award-winning homes
designs in the most
desirable locations. For
more information on
the company and its
communities, visit www.
juddbuilders.com.

REALESTATE

More value, more lifestyle, more savings at Meadow View Farms in Oley

Brian GilBert
realtor
Home PHone: 610-970-0498
office PHone: 610-326-7300 ext. 1222

MLS #6966193
Spring Valley Village, 55+ community is where you will find this 7 yr.
old ranch style home, 2 BR, 2 baths, 1 car garage, all appliances
remain, immediate settlement possible. Lot rent is $425 mo. which
includes trash, snow, grass, and clubhouse.

$109,900

MLS #7030855
Gilbertsville farm with almost 70 acres of gently rolling farmland.
Currently being farmed, the property includes an 1820 farmhouse,
large bank barn with addition, implement building and several
small out buildings. Development rights have been sold.

$699,900

MLS #7054695/7054834
Boyertown Borough great investment property. First floor former Chiropractor office
that has many possibilities and a second/third floor apartment that has been totally
renovated. Detached 2 car garage also can provide additional income. Great
exposure on Route 73, close to Routes 100 & 562.

$199,900

MLS #6870316
Pottstown wonderfully maintained 3 unit mixed use building. One commercial first floor unit that formerly was
occupied by a chiropractor, available now for $450 a month. The balance of the first floor is a large one bedroom
apartment with a long term tenant that has use of the detached garage. The second floor is a large 2 bedroom
apartment with cover rear porch area. The attic is used for owners storage. The basement has a washer/dryer hook
up for the first floor tenant. Shared rear yard. Good income producing property. Call for details.

$84,900

MLS #6981199
Pottsgrove 2 unit investment property. 2-2 BR units with laundry

hook-ups for both units. 6 off street parking spaces, good rental

history.

$142,000

MLS #6977320
Tucked up on a hillside in Robeson township is where you will find this
2 story colonial on almost 5 acres. 3 BR, 2.5 Baths, stone fireplace &
wood stove. Attached 40 X 24 green house. Bring this special place
back to life.

$239,500

HAMPTON INN BY HILTON
November 2, 2017

7pm—8pm

COMFORT INN
November 7, 2017

7pm—8pm

WEGMANS
November 8, 2017

7—8pm

JEFF KRAUS
Senior Loan Officer
610-439-8000 Office
610-212-7407 Cell
NMLS #128571
JeffKraus@MortgageBankAmerica.com
MortgageBankAmerica.com
Licensed by the PA, DE & NJ Department of Banking & Insurance

HOMEBUYER SEMINAR SERIES
FREE PRE-APPROVAL AVAILABLE AFTER SEMINAR!

UP TO $2,000 TAX CREDIT PER YEAR.

RSVP
610-439-8000 ext. 1031
Holly@MortgageBankAmerica.com
or RSVP online!

http://bit.do/rsvphilton
http://bit.do/rsvpcomfortinn
http://bit.do/rsvpwegmans

LIGHT REFRESHMENTS WILL BE SERVED
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Where do you see your-
self when you retire?
How about a worry-free,

affordable community spe-
cifically designed for inde-
pendent adults?
Sanatoga Ridge Commu-

nity may be just the place
for you.
Nestled in Sanatoga Vil-

lage in Lower Pottsgrove
Township, Sanatoga Ridge
is a quiet senior community
at 2461 E. High St.
Not sure you’re ready

for a move? It’s never too
early to plan for tomor-
row. You’ll find a commu-
nity that meets your needs
and allows your “someday”
to happen today.
“We’ve undergone many

community enhancements.
These enhancements en-

sure we continue to pro-
vide an affordable, attrac-
tive and comfortable life-
style for our residents. We
are also excited about our
new pricing,” said John
McMenamin, executive di-
rector. “We’ve reduced our
standard pricing towhat we
believe is right for the se-
nior housing market in the
region. As a resident, you
also enjoy the use of our
community center, which
includes an exercise room,
hair salon, library and game
room, and the opportunity
to participate in numerous
clubs, entertainment events
and trips.”
If travel is in your plans,

you can go away for a week,
a month, six months; your
grass will be cut or your

snow plowed and shoveled.
Want a staycation? A quick
ride from Route 422, you
easily find yourself visit-
ing an Amish farm in Lan-
caster, shopping for bar-
gains at the Philadelphia
Outlets or catching an af-
ternoon matinee at one of
several nearby movie the-
aters.
This worry-free lifestyle

can be yours for far less
than you might imagine.
Sanatoga Ridge Commu-
nity is the most affordable
senior community of its
kind in the Tri-County area.
When you spend lessmoney
on your purchase, you have
more money to take advan-
tage of your newfound life-
style and freedom.

REALESTATE

Sanatoga Ridge is the place for you
Worry-free, affordable retirement living is in your future

Brandpoint

When it comes to tech-
nology, smarter is better.
There are smart watches,
smart televisions and just
about everyone has a smart-
phone.
So what about a smart

home?
Smart thermostats and

lighting timers represent
the first steps toward smart
home technology for many
homeowners, but in a lot of
cases, they were the only
steps. Since then, technol-
ogy has continued to de-
velop, and today there are
scores of home goods that
can talk to one another
while allowing you total
control of your home from
your smartphone, tablet or
another device.
It all sounds so simple, so

perfect, yet many consum-
ers remain confused on how
to make the most of smart

home technology in their
house. Instead of finding
the installation welcoming,
they see it as daunting and
expensive.
This doesn’t have to be

the case. Installing - and en-
joying - smart home tech-
nology in your house is eas-
ier than you think. Follow
these five simple steps and
your home will be a smart
home in no time.
• Determine what you’d

like to control remotely or
automate based on time.
Having total control of your
home sounds great, but it
also leads to total respon-
sibility and sometimes you
don’t need all that. For ex-
ample, lighting solutions
are a popular automated
option. The smart dimmer
by Leviton allows you to
dim and time lighting to
meet your needs once you
download the app, provid-
ing you increased function-

ality all from your smart-
phone or tablet.
• Select technology that

works with your home.
When you’re shopping for
products - like lighting
switches - you should al-
ways be mindful of func-
tionality. For example, does
your home operate on Wi-
Fi or Bluetooth? Under-
stand the base functional-
ities of your home and you’ll
streamline your shopping
process.
• Seek professional help.

If you’re concerned about
your ability to set up your
smart home technology suc-
cessfully, don’t be afraid to
seek out some guidance.
Call on your contractor to
assist you in the installa-
tion. You can also down-
load helpful guides and
how-to instructions from
the manufacturer’s web-
site. The more information

HOMES

Five steps to a smart home

SMART»PAGE 10

GRAND OPENING of PHASE III COMING SOON!
Register Today!

• Boyertown School District • 44 Large, 1/2 Acre+ Lots
• 10 Floor Plans-Starting at 1,500 sq. ft.,

including ranches, capes, and 2-story
• Open Floor Plans with Master Suites

5
LOTS
LEFT!

Startin
g at

$279,900

Hurry, Lots going FAST!Hurry, Lots going FAST!

• 3-4 Bedroom & 2 1/2 Baths • 4 Elevations to Chose From
• Public Utilities • Decorated Model Home
• ASK ABOUT BUILDER INCENTIVES!

Call Cyndi Yaeckel at 215-272-4122
or cyaeckel@rotelle.com

Incentives are a limited time offer, may be withdrawn at any time without prior notice. Please see site agent for details.
Information subject to errors, omissions & changes without notice. Not responsible for typographical errors. Rev. 4/26/17

Open: Fri - Sat - Sun, 11-5 pm
GPS: Gehringer Road & Joy Circle, Barto, Pa 19504

Professionally decorated
model home now open.

Professionally decorated
model home now open.
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Re/Max Achievers Inc.
will celebrate its 15th year
of donating turkeys and
canned goods to the Daily

Bread Food Pantry.
It’s time for Re/Max’s

annual food drive!
Realtors and staff will

visit the Daily Bread Com-
munity Food Pantry on
Route 29 in Schwenks-
ville and will donate fresh

turkeys and canned good
items that will help hun-
dreds of families in need.
The Daily Bread Food Pan-
try serves hundreds of lo-
cal families in the Perki-
omen Valley Area and
church members of Jeru-
salem Lutheran Church.
The pantry provides

food, clothing and also
children’s items such as
toys and personal necessi-
ties to families who depend
on these items throughout
the calendar year. The fam-
ilies are in need, especially
during the holidays. Please
consider donating in 2017.
Re/Max Achievers in-

vites you to clean out your
pantry and donate! Drop
off your pantry dry and
canned goods to either of
Re/Max Achievers’ branch
offices.
Re/Max Achievers Inc.

sends many thanks to
our local community, the
East Norriton Shop Rite
and the Limerick Giant
for their support year af-
ter year.
If you would like infor-

mation or would like to do-
nate items, please contact
Daily Bread Pantry, 3938
Ridge Pike, Collegeville, at
610-489-5540.

If you would like to par-
ticipate in any of the above
donation drives, please
visit one of our branch of-
fices: Collegeville, 1425 S.
Collegeville Road (Route
29), 610-489-5900, and
Pottstown, 2060 E. High
St., 610-326-1200.
Log on to www.Achiev-

ersPA.com for more infor-
mation.

REALESTATE

Re/Max Achievers helps food pantry

Nicole Roman, broker John E. Ohler Sr., Suzanne Jurenko,
Mike Richter, Kathy Cicala, Finance of America Lender
Scott Tomlinson, Marcia Singh, Brent Harris, Don Peters,
Donna Russell and Nancy Peters pose with donations for
Daily Bread Community Food Pantry during a previous
year’s food drive.

RE/MAX Achievers
2 Real Estate Office Locations for

all your Real Estate Needs!
Route 29, Collegeville: 610.489.5900
E. High St, Pottstown: 610.326.1200

www.AchieversPA.com

RE/MAX Achievers Real Estate
Congratulates Award Winning Top Realtors

Brent Harris Realtor
2016 Top Producing Agent

Brent Direct:
484-436-1051

Office: 610-489-5900
www.BrentHarrisTeam.com

The Keenan-Henning
Team

2016 Top Producing Team

Marilyn Direct: 610-888-7497
Joe Direct: 610-324-7805

Office: 610-489-5900

www.JosephHenning.RemaxAgent.com

SuSan Dolan
RealtoR
Home PHone: 610-323-3300
office PHone: 610-326-7300 ext. 1216
cell PHone: 484-941-3641

MLS #7025042
Fantastic 3 BR 1.5 Bath end unit in the desirable Mountain Park development
with loads of windows, fireplace, huge master bedroom, formal dining
room, updated kitchen, low taxes, Exeter School District and NO HOA
fees! Schedule your showing today!

$104,900

MLS #7032574
Bright, well maintained END UNIT in desirable Maple Ridge community is offered for sale! Open
floor plan 1st floor with huge EIK, living/dining room combination, powder room. 2nd floor has
3BR , including a large master with 3 closets and master bathroom, hall bathroom with tub/shower
combo and hall laundry. Finished basement offers more living/entertaining space and home is
adjacent to open space for all of your outdoor entertaining needs. Schedule your showing today!

$162,500

MLS #7062294
Enjoy easy living in the highly desirable Roboda community! 57 Roboda Boulevard is a beautifully maintained, tastefully
updated townhouse in the award winning Spring Ford SD. You will love the updated kit with granite counter tops, tile backsplash
and stainless steel appliances. Huge LR with cozy wood FP and formal dining room are an entertainer’s dream! Formally a 3BR
that was converted into 2 huge BR full of windows and storage space. Easy to convert back to a 3BR , if desired.

$214,900

MLS #7014573
Adorable 3 bedroom 1 bath twin in a fantastic location on N. Keim Street.
Old-world charm with modern day conveniences. Huge kitchen dining
room combo, hardwood floors throughout, new sump pump in basement,
off street parking, and more!

$89,900
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Collegeville-Pottstown
Re/Max Achievers real es-
tate, on Route 29, and John
E. Ohler, broker/owner, is
excited to welcome aboard
Terry Ayres, Realtor, who
was REAL TRENDS 2016
ranked and awarded Amer-
ica’s Best Real Estate Agent.
Through Ayres’s personal

commitment to her clients,
she has become a top real
estate sales producer. Ayres
prides herself in her devo-
tion, loyalty and passion for
her job. This naturally al-
lows Ayres to provide qual-
ity service while keeping
client communication a top
priority. Ayres loves work-
ing with people and is en-
thusiastic about the real es-
tate industry and sales ex-
perience.
Ayres’s prestigious cre-

dentials are just as im-
pressive as her personal
commitment and quality
service. Ayres has been a li-
censed Pennsylvania Real-
tor for 13 years. Ayres has
been a Philadelphia 5 STAR
real estate agent since 2010.
Her quality service has been
recognized throughout the
years. Ayres is proud to
share her impressive career
sales awards of: 2016 Top
Agent companywide, 2015
No. 2 Top Agent and Re/
Max Platinum Club Award,
2014 No. 2 Top Agent and
Re/Max 100% Club, 2013
Top Team and Re/Max Plat-
inum Club, 2012 No. 2 Top
Agent and Re/Max 100%
Club, 2011 Quality Service
Award, 2011 Masters Emer-
ald Producing Agent Award,
2010 Centurion Award,
2009 Salesperson of the
Year Award, 2009 Centu-
rion Award, 2009 Quality
Service Award, 2008 Silver
Award, 2008 Emerald Mas-
ters Award and the 2007
Ruby Award.
She is a member of Re/

Max Achievers, Montgom-
ery County Association of
Realtors, PA Association of
Realtors and National As-

sociation of Realtors. Ayres
continues to improve her
real estate industry knowl-
edge, marketing and tech-
nology skills.
Terry comments, “Cou-

pled with my business de-
gree, I have established
that with every real estate
transaction, my clients will
achieve their real estate
goals. I will go the extra
mile to make their sales ex-
perience a smooth and en-
joyable experience.”
With a client list of hun-

dreds of happy home buyers
and sellers from surround-
ing communities, Ayres re-
mains an aggressive Real-
tor and an honest and a de-
pendable person. Her real
estate areas of expertise in-
clude but are not limited to
Berks, Bucks, Chester and
Montgomery counties.
“I am eager and happy to

sharemy personalizedmar-
keting plan, my past client
testimonials and my sales
statistics with you prior to
selling your home,” Ayres
states. “During my career,
I have earned over 95 tes-
timonials, which are dis-
played on Zillow.com. I have
had the privilege of working
with clients who have be-
come my friends and con-
tinue to refer me business
year after year. My clients’
recommendations are a tes-
tament that I am a Realtor
with a heart … and as we
all know, ‘home is where the
heart is.’”
More information can

be found at TerryAyres.
com and on social media
sites such as Facebook,
LinkedIn, Twitter and You-
Tube. She can be reached
seven days a week at 484-
542-0181 and TerryAyres1@
Gmail.com.

Re/Max Achievers has
two branch offices in
Collegeville (610-489-5900)
and Pottstown (610-326-
1200). Through the years,
Re/Max was rated the No.

1 real estate franchise by
consumers for quality
service to both buyers
and sellers. Re/Max has
over 110,000 real estate
agents with an average
of 17 years’ experience.

The average number of
sales per agent at Re/
Max Achievers is 17.2. Re/
Max agents continue to
exceed the competition’s
sales volume. Discovered
this for yourself. Visit

AchieversPA.com. Check
out listings for sale on
Comcast cable channel 98
and AchieversTV.com. Re/
Max Achievers remains
“At the Top of the Hill and
Above the Crowd!”

REALESTATE

Re/Max Achievers welcomes Terry Ayres

Terry Ayres

AREA'S BIGGEST SELECTION OF FLOORING!

BERBER

$139
Per Sq. Ft.

from

Carpet only

• 10-year wear warranty
• 7-Colors
• Staingard

Durable SAXONY

Per Sq. Ft.

from $199
Carpet only

• 20-year wear warranty
• Life time stain warranty
• 24 Colors

Heavy Duty Twist

MULTICOLOR

• 100% Nylon
• 20-year wear warranty
• Life time stain warranty
• 18 Multi-colors
• 20-yr. texture warranty • Soft back

Reg. $4.49 Carpet only
Sq. Ft.

$339

*See store for details.*See store for details.

EXPERT INSTALLATION
• CARPETING • CERAMIC • HARDWOOD

• VINYL • LAMINATES
High & Charlotte Sts.,
Downtown Pottstown

610-326-7100
www.LastickFurniture.com

Like us on

VISIT OUR
35,000 sq. ft.

FURNITURE
SHOWROOM

Free Parking
Open 7 Days

Affordable Elegance!

WATERPROOF
No INterest
FINaNcINg
avaIlable

9
Colors

• 15-yr. residential
• Uniclic
• 8 mm

$149
Per Sq. Ft.

LAMINATE

$299

Waterproof
• Oops-proof ScratchResist®

• Noise proof
• Kid & pet friendly
• Limited lifetime resid. warranty
• 10yr. light comm. warranty
• 6" x 48" planks

Reg. $3.99 sq. ft. & up. Sq. Ft.

from $379from

25-year structure warranty
3/4" x 3 1/4" available.

3/4" x 2 1/4"
7 Finishes

Per Sq. Ft.

Solid Oak

Reg. $4.99 sq. ft.

BEAuTIFuL hARdWOOd/LAMINATES
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you have before beginning
the project, the more com-
fortable you’ll be with the
installation.
• Download the proper

apps. The key to your home’s
smart technology lies in the
corresponding apps. Make
sure you’ve downloaded
the right one to match your

system. Many smart home
technologies offer both
iPhone and Android apps
to provide the functional-
ity control you need.
• Set your schedule and

optimize as needed. Your
smart home is an ever-evolv-
ing machine, and the more
time you take to continually
customize your preferences,
the more you’ll get from
your system. Establish your
initial schedule and then
add voice control through

Amazon, Google or Apple.
Finally, don’t be afraid to
make continued improve-
ments. You’ve already tack-
led the biggest hurdle of in-
stalling your system, and
the ongoing small adjust-
ments you add will make
your system great.
To learn more about to-

day’s smart homes and
lighting technologies avail-
able from companies such
as Leviton, visit www.Levi-
ton.com/DecoraSmart.

Smart
FROMPAGE 7

BRANDPOINT

When it comes to technology, smarter is better.

JuddBuilders.com

• One and two story
homes available!

• Lavish 1st floor
owner’s suites

• Basements available
with all homes

• Lofts available in
some floorplans

• 2-car garage with
interior access

• Family room with vaulted
ceiling & fireplace

• Community Center

• Snow removal/plowing
of driveway, walkway,
and streets, trash
removal, lawn care

• You own the home and
the land! Fee simple deed!

BROKER COOPERATION IS WARMLY INVITED AND APPRECIATED.
*Offer is valid for a limited time. Call sales manager for more info. Prices and features subject to change without notice.

Carefree 55+ Living
in the Scenic Oley Valley

SINGLE FAMILY
HOMES

From the Low $200’s

610.987.0422
MVF@juddbuilders.com

Tour Our Decorated Models

Mon., Thurs. – Sat. 11–5pm
Sundays 12–5pm

Located on Friedensburg Road,
just south of Rt. 73 in Oley, PA.

LIMITED HOMESITES WITH WALK-OUT BASEMENTS REMAIN!

$30K
IN SAVINGS!

For a Limited
Time*

Vanessa Deskie
RealtoR
office Phone: 610-369-0303 ext. 230
cell Phone: 484-944-4229

MLS #6999629
3 BR, 1 bath, 2 Sty Farmhouse with large detached garage/barn. Walking
distance to park and post office. In Bechtelsville Boro.

$129,900

MLS #7011288
4 BD, 2 BA, brick ranch on 1 nicely landscaped acre. Enjoy indoor and
outdoor living. Located in Boyertown School District and convenient to park,
post office, shopping and major roadways. Original owner. Come make
this your home today.

$229,900

MLS #6954506
3 BR, 1.5 bath stone beauty dating back to 1840 with the modern
conveniences of today. Deep window sills, open beam ceiling , wooden
floors and an open hearth walk-in fireplace convey evidence of days gone
by. Schedule your showing today.

$149,900

MLS #7038616
Boyertown Borough twin, 3 BR, 1.5 BA, main flr ldry, gas heat, off-street parking, convenient
to shopping and major roadways. Main flr consists of large LR, DR, kit, half BA, ldry, and encl
porch leading to a nicely fenced back yard. 3 BR, full BA and sun porch off master are located
on 2nd flr. 2 finished un-heated rooms for your hobbies or extra storage are on the 3rd flr.

$130,000

UNDER CONTRACT
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Brandpoint

Selecting new siding
is one of the most impor-
tant curb appeal decisions
homeowners face when
building new or remodel-
ing an existing home. With
somany options - both clas-
sic and modern materials -
there’s a lot to consider.
Many manufacturers

are now combining tradi-
tional styles and materi-
als with advanced technol-
ogies, delivering a prod-
uct homeowners can love
for years to come. Among
all the options on the mar-
ket, vinyl siding - with its
various styles, textures and
colors - remains the most-
used product. In fact, 2016
marked 22 straight years
that vinyl siding held the
top spot in cladding for
new single-family houses,
according to the U.S. Cen-
sus Bureau’s annual home
report. This material has
come a long way since
it was introduced in the
1950s, with manufacturers
such as Ply Gem Building
Products making strides in
research and development
efforts for design and per-
formance.
Whether you are building

a new home or remodeling,
there are four key consid-

erations every homeowner
should account for when
determining which siding
option will best meet his or
her needs: durability, de-
sign, maintenance and af-
fordability.
DURABILITY

Siding selection is typ-
ically a once-in-a-lifetime
decision, making durabil-
ity a key factor for many.
Homeowners should look
for a siding option that is
resistant to every element,
including rain, wind and
even the sun. Manufactur-
ers now offer siding prod-
ucts with technologies that
resist the damaging im-
pact of the sun, preserv-
ing color for the lifetime
of the home. Options, like
Ply Gem’s Mastic Vinyl Sid-
ing SolarDefense Reflec-
tive Technology, expand
exterior home design with
darker, on-trend colors that
can make your home the
envy of the neighborhood.
DESIGN & COLOR

Today, the most over-
whelming decision for
many when considering
siding options can be style
and color - but it doesn’t
need to be. There are sev-
eral primary siding ma-
terial options available to

homeowners - vinyl, alu-
minum, steel, wood, brick,
fiber cement, stucco and
stone - and countless color
and style options within
each material type. To help
you determine what might
look best, seek the advice

of a siding specialist like a
contractor, builder or archi-
tect for help. They can ed-
ucate you on color coordi-
nation and what would go
well with the neighborhood,
while still giving personal-
ized options for your home.

Also check out online re-
sources like Ply Gem’s home
exterior visualizer to exper-
imentwith different options
and customize your style.
“In recent years, home-

owners have been getting
more creative and choos-

ing bolder colorful options
for their exterior,” said Pat
Verlodt, president of Color
Services & Associates, an
organization that identi-
fies color trends and edu-
cates consumers and man-

REALESTATE

Hot home design: 4 things to consider when choosing siding

BRANDPOINT

The variety of vinyl siding offers homeowners a virtually
endless palette of low-maintenance, fade-resistant colors,
from pastels to deep hues, combined with trim, accents
and accessories.

SIDING»PAGE 14

888-539-0088
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Brandpoint

You step into a dark
room, turn on the light
switch and go about your
day without giving it an-
other thought.
But here’s the thing - you

should.
According to the U.S.

Environmental Protection
Agency, the average Amer-
ican home has approxi-
mately 50 light sockets,
and most of those still con-
tain inefficient light bulbs.
These bulbs spend 90 per-
cent of the energy they use

creating heat around the
bulb and only the remain-
ing 10 percent providing
any real, actual light. This
is just one surprising fact
about your lighting youmay
never have considered. To
get you thinking about your
lights in a whole new way,
here are eightmore surpris-
ing lighting facts.
• Small costs, big sav-

ings for you. An ENERGY
STAR-certified LED light
bulb will cost you about $2
in most parts of the coun-
try. In some areas it may be
possible to buy such a bulb

for $1, thanks to utility re-
bates. Yet over the course of
its lifetime, a 15,000-hour
bulb will save you around
$80 compared to the cost
of using a 43-watt halogen-
incandescent bulb over the
same time.
• Big savings for the coun-

try as awhole. If everyAmer-
ican replaced their existing
bulbs with energy-efficient
solutions, the country would
save $6 billion per year in
lighting expenses.
• Same options in an en-

ergy-efficient offering. LED
bulbs that have earned the

ENERGY STAR look and
act just like the conven-
tional bulbs you are used
to. They turn on instantly
and provide quality light
all around. Most are also
designed to dim, and some
even get warmer as they do
so. There are even LED so-
lutions designed to match
the look of trendy vintage-
style bulbs so you can have
the look you want without
wasted energy expenses.
• Look for the ENERGY

STAR seal. The government-
backed ENERGY STAR la-
bel is a “seal of approval”

ensuring that the certified
product saves energy, deliv-
ers on brightness andmeets
myriad other requirements
proven by extensive testing
and third-party certifica-
tion. Select products bear-
ing this seal and you’ll at-
tain your lighting and en-
ergy efficiency goals.
• A shifting trend. Since

2016, manymajor light bulb
manufacturers and retail-
ers have pledged to phase
out CFL bulbs and utilize
only LED lighting offerings.
Now is the time to be ahead
of the trend.
• Adoption across the

map. LED adoption is hap-
pening at different rates
across the U.S., but in most
states, LED bulbs made up
about 20 percent of sales in
2015-2016. In 2016, the fol-
lowing cities were leading
in LED bulb sales: Minne-
apolis, Seattle, Oklahoma
City, Tulsa, St. Louis, Rich-
mond, Orlando, Hartford,
New Haven, Milwaukee,
Nashville and Phoenix.
• Finding the right so-

lution for your home. Like
conventional bulbs, there
are specific LED solutions
for every socket in your
home. To find the right
bulb for your space, remem-

ber the ABCs: Application,
Brightness and Color. EN-
ERGY STAR offers a guide
that can help you choose
the right bulb for your
needs by analyzing each of
these categories. You can
find the guide at www.en-
ergystar.gov/choosealight.
• An ever-evolving mar-

ket. Today LED lighting
solutions are available in
many options, but the po-
tential for the future is
nearly limitless. For exam-
ple, many manufacturers
are integrating microchips
into LED bulbs, enabling
them to be controlled re-
motely, to turn on and off,
dim or operate based on a
schedule or the occupancy
of space. All of which will
provide ease of use, reduced
energy expense and the
lighting consumers need.
Turning the lights on

and off in a room is a sim-
ple decision, but one that
has great implications you
may not be aware of. Make
the change in your home
today to more energy-effi-
cient LED bulbs and you’ll
feel better about your deci-
sion with every flick of the
switch. To learn more, visit
www.energystar.gov/bul-
brevolution.

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Eight surprising facts that will have you rethinking your lighting

BRANDPOINT

You step into a dark room, turn on the light switch and go
about your day without giving it another thought.

1425 S. Collegeville Rd., Collegeville, PA 19426
2060 E. High St., Pottstown, PA 19464

610-489-5900 • 610-326-1200

Meet The TOP Agents at RE/MAX Achievers

John E. Ohler, Sr.,
Broker of RE/MAX Achievers Inc Real Estate

of Collegeville & Pottstown
Wishes a

Happy Anniversary
to it’s Affiliate Realtors

610-489-5900 • www.AchieversPa.com

Celebrating
20 yEARS

with RE/MAX Achievers!

Diane Kriebel, Realtor
Cell: 610-420-9090

Email: DKriebelRMX@aol.com

Celebrating
10 yEARS

with RE/MAX Achievers!

Marilyn Keenan, Realtor
Cell: 610-888-7497

Email: MKeenan30@aol.com

Celebrating
20 yEARS

with RE/MAX Achievers!

Diane Kriebel, Realtor
Cell: 610-420-9090

Email: DKriebelRMX@aol.com

Celebrating
10 yEARS

with RE/MAX Achievers!

Joseph Henning, Realtor
Cell: 610-324-7805

Email: josephhenning41@gmail.com

Celebrating
5 yEARS

with RE/MAX Achievers!

Kathy Cicala, Realtor, ABR, e-PRO, SFR, SRES
Cell: 610-724-3526

Email: KathyCicala1@gmail.com

Celebrating
5 yEARS

with RE/MAX Achievers!

Billy Jo Salkowski, Realtor, ABR, e-PRO, CRS
Cell: 610-308-5894

Email: BillyJoSalkowski@gmail.com
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Time is running out for
purchasing an affordable
single-family home on a
half-acre lot at The Reserve
at Bally Springs in the Boy-
ertownArea SchoolDistrict.
Phase II is winding down

with only three lots avail-
able on half-acre lots with
thousands of dollars in ex-
tra buyer incentives, which
include a choice of $15,000
off or 600 square feet of fin-
ished basement.
With pricing starting un-

der $300,000, homeowners
can choose ranch- or Cape
Cod-style homes or two-
story colonials with three
and four bedrooms and
first-floormaster and in-law
suites.
“WithPhase IInearly com-

pleted, we’ve already begun
the site work on our third
and final phase of construc-
tion at Bally Springs,” said
Anthony Holowsko, COO of
Rotelle Development Com-

pany. “We will be holding
a grand opening for Phase
III home sales at our beauti-
ful, professionally decorated
model home on Nov. 4.”
At that time, 38 lots will

be made available for pre-
construction pricing with
single-family home plans
priced from the upper
$200,000s. Lot choices will
be onafirst-come, first-serve
basis. The event is fromnoon
to 5 p.m.
The builder will con-

tinue to offer Phase III buy-
ers added incentives to cus-
tomize, so stop by the grand
opening to see what the in-
credible incentives will be
for this new phase.
“Why would anyone want

to purchase a used home
when they can affordably
build a new one to their ex-
act specifications at Bally
Springs?” said Holowsko.
“Add to that a fantastic price
point, a buyer incentive, at-

tractive styles and a spectacu-
lar location and you’d be hard
pressed to find any other op-
portunity quite like it.”
Just minutes from Route

100 in the award-winning
Boyertown Area School Dis-
trict, each Bally Springs
home will be situated on
picturesque one-half- to
three-acre building lots
withbreathtakingmountain
views and a grand on-site
recreational area complete
with a large playground and
basketball and tennis courts.
With the perfect loca-

tion and choice of home
styles for growing families
or folks ready to downsize,
Rotelle offers creative de-
signs and customized floor
plans to set the stage for fu-
tureneeds andoffers smaller
lots for one-story ranch-style
living. There are 10 different
floor plans to choose from,
ranging in size from 1,500 to
3,000-plus square feet of liv-

ing space.
“Buyers can make these

homes their own,” said
CyndiYaeckel, Bally Springs’
site agent. “They can con-
sider changes or modifi-
cations to personally cus-
tomize their residence by
teamingupwithRotelle’s in-
house architect and design-
ers at Studio(e) in SouthCov-
entry, Pa. This one-of-a-kind
design studio guides home
buyers every step of theway:
from choosing the ideal lo-
cation, to selecting the per-
fect house plan and custom
design features, to providing
them with financing.”
The inspiring Studio(e)

settingwith an emphasis on
buyer educationensures that
Rotelle customers are well-
informed, well-served and
protected against risk. The
entire process — from ini-
tial conversation to finished
product — includes a guar-
antee that thenewhomewill

be delivered on-time andon-
budget.
Call or stop by to see for

yourself.
The Reserve at Bally

Springs is open Friday, Sat-
urday and Sunday from 11
a.m. to 5 p.m. It is located
at the intersection of Geh-
ringer Road and Joy Circle
in Barto. Please call Cyndi
Yaeckel, site agent, for more
information or to set an ap-

pointment at 215-272-4122.
Rotelle Studio(e) is lo-

cated at 1011 Ridge Road in
South Coventry. Hours are
Monday to Friday 8 a.m. to
5 p.m. andweekends 10 a.m.
to 5 p.m. Call the Studio di-
rectly at 610-422-1000 for
more information or visit
the Studio(e) website at ro-
telle.com to learn how we
can help you build your cus-
tom dream home.

REALESTATE

The Reserve at Bally Springs to hold grand opening of Phase III

The kitchen in the Bally Springs model features wide plank
floors, gray and taupe neutral wall colors and tile and a
stylish free-floating island for entertaining and dining.

*Offer valid for a limited time on new sales contracts written and financed through NVR Mortgage. Prior
sales and homes under construction excluded. Cannot be combined with any other offers. Certain
restrictions apply. Prices, offers, financing and availability subject to change without notice. See
a Sales and Marketing Representative for details. NVR Mortgage Finance, Inc. is licensed by the
Virginia State Corporation Commission as a mortgage lender and broker, MC-528. A
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DAll Appliances

Finished
Basement

Outdoor Deck

Designer
Upgrades

All Closing
Costs Paid*

100%
Financing
Available*

Personalized
Help at Every
Step

No Surprises
or Fees

You deserve it all this fall, and you can have it with The Works
at Hanover Pointe. Enjoy owning an affordable, new luxury
single-family home near King of Prussia, in Boyertown Area
Schools, with every feature you desire included. Prices start
from the $320s—schedule your visit today!

For more information or a sales appointment, please call 215.266.6113
Brokers Warmly Welcomed

The All-Inclusive
Homebuying Experience

Fall back into...
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ufacturers about those
trends. “Whether you’re
looking for a certain pe-
riod-specific color scheme
to align with historical sig-
nificance, for a new palette
to freshen up your curb ap-
peal, or for a specific panel
texture, such as cedar shake
or wood clapboard, my rec-
ommendation is to look at
vinyl. It provides the home-
owner the freedom to add
low-maintenance color and
definition that will never go
out of style or need painting
or refinishing.”
In fact, more than 400 vi-

nyl siding colors have been

certified for color retention,
according to the Vinyl Sid-
ing Institute (VSI). The va-
riety offers homeowners a
virtually endless palette of
fade-resistant colors, from
pastels to deep hues, com-
bined with trim, accents
and accessories. Look to
manufacturers like Ply Gem
that offer complementary
solutions for the entire ex-
terior.
MAINTENANCE

Beyond style and color,
homeowners are also seek-
ing siding that is low main-
tenance, which reduces or
eliminates the cost and per-
sonal time expended for
proper upkeep. Each siding
material type has a differ-
ent level of care and main-

tenance required. Vinyl typ-
ically requires just soap and

water for periodic cleaning,
and no need to paint, stain

or caulk, which means little
maintenance over the long
term.Wood and fiber cement
can require repainting every
five to seven years. Stucco
will need to be repainted
and sealed. Brick and stone
require repointing ofmortar.
The earlier point about dura-
bility plays a part here too,
ensuring that the option you
select is free from potential
time-consuming and costly
repairs due to storm damage
such as wind and moisture.
AFFORDABILITY

Lastly, establish a finan-
cial plan and budget. By
doing this homework up
front, you can have a more
informed consultation
with potential contractors
and better ensure that es-

timates are aligned with
your budget. Don’t forget
that sometimes investing
a little more into the proj-
ect up front may reduce is-
sues andmaintenance costs
down the road.
As you look to select new

exterior siding, be sure to
keep in mind these impor-
tant factors - durability, de-
sign, maintenance and af-
fordability - to make the
best choice possible for your
home and lifestyle. To get
started on siding your house,
look to manufacturer web-
sites such as plygem.com
for siding choices, as well as
home visualizer and color se-
lection tools that help home-
owners experiment with dif-
ferent colors and textures
before making a decision.

Siding
FROMPAGE 11

BRANDPOINT

Vinyl siding is resistant to rain, wind and even sun.
Manufacturers like Ply Gem offer vinyl products in dark, on-
trend colors with technologies that resist the sun’s impact,
preserving color for the lifetime of the home.

1425 S. Collegeville Rd., Collegeville, PA 19426
2060 E. High St., Pottstown, PA 19464

610-489-5900 • 610-326-1200

Meet The TOP Agents at
RE/MAX Achievers

Achievers, Inc.
Each office independently owned and operated

Ginger Childs
Realtor

1425 S. Collegeville Rd.
Collegeville, PA 19426
office: 610-489-5900

Cell: 610-960-3456
Web: www.achieverspa.com

Achievers, Inc.
Each office independently owned and operated

stefanie bryan
Realtor

1425 S. Collegeville Rd.
Collegeville, PA 19426
office: 610-489-5900

Cell: 610-804-2899
Web: www.achieverspa.com
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Brandpoint

Doing the laundry is no
longer relegated to dark,
musty basements where no
one cares to go. Thanks to
modern technology, great
design and access to inno-
vative ideas online, laundry
rooms have moved upstairs

and come into their own.
In fact, laundry rooms to-
day are right up there with
dream kitchens and dream
bathrooms - and the more
style, function and “wow
factor,” the better.
“Laundry rooms are no

longer just utilitarian,” said

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Upping your
laundry room’s
wow factor

BRANDPOINT

Doing the laundry is no longer relegated to dark, musty basements where no one cares to go.LAUNDRY»PAGE 16
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Each office independently owned and operated

michael richter
Associate
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Anitra Mecadon, TV per-
sonality and award-win-
ning interior designer. “Peo-
ple want stylish, healthy en-
vironments where they can
relax, multitask and have
some fun while doing the
laundry.”
Below are fourwaysMeca-

don recommends to ramp up
the wow factor, function and
allure of your laundry room:

High-tech appliances
When looking for washers

and dryers today, there are
more features than you can
imagine. You should con-
sider your needs and desires

before starting your search
- and we’re talking about
more than gas or electric,
front- or top-loading, color,
budget and space parame-
ters. Today’s “smart” appli-
ances offer custom wash cy-
cles, wrinkle removal, steam
cleaning, less noise, delayed
start times, moisture sen-
sors with allergen and sani-
tize cycles andmore. There’s
even a machine that washes
two separate loads with dif-
ferent setting options at the
same time. And nearly ev-
ery machine today is Energy
Star-certified for energy ef-
ficiency.

Loads of style
Laundry rooms today can

be decorated to complement
other rooms in your home -

and Pinterest and Houzz
offer loads of pictures on-
line to spark your creativ-
ity. Laundry rooms can be
country French to mod-
ern, whimsical to multi-
functional - and it’s not un-
usual to see them in bold or
soothing colors, with comfy
chairs, statement lighting,
flat-screen TVs and dock-
ing stations to play music or
charge tablets and phones.
They also can include win-
dows to let in natural light.
If you think white and stain-
less are your only color op-
tions, think again. They can
be turquoise, burnt orange,
glacial blue, fire engine red,
kelly green and even black
stainless.

Function galore

Washing and drying are
only part of doing the laun-
dry. There’s sorting, folding,
hanging and ironing - and
each of those steps needs
its own space, supplies and
storage. Baskets for sorting
and carrying laundry can be
wicker, plastic or wood and
stored for all to see or out
of sight. Counters for fold-
ing can be granite, marble,
quartz, butcher block or lam-
inate, and many people put
them over their washers and
dryers as well as around the
room. Drying racks made
of ladders or upcycled cribs
can be creative and func-
tional. Ironing boards can
be stand-alone, foldable and
stored in cabinets or retract-
able and out of sight. Wash-
ers and dryers can be big or

small, stacked or all in one -
and even put on pedestals.

High-performance
drywall

When laundry was rele-
gated to the basement, part
of the dread of doing laun-
dry was the thought of be-
ing surrounded by damp-
ness, mold and mildew -
sometimes from washing
machine water hose failure
causingmold to growwithin
the wall cavity. Because your
washer and dryer introduce
water, moisture and heat
into the room, it’s impor-
tant to use drywall with ex-
tra protection for your laun-
dry room walls and ceil-
ings - such as moisture-,
mold- and mildew-resistant

PURPLE XP drywall by Na-
tional Gypsum. PURPLE
XP - which stands for “Xtra
Protection” - products are
GREENGUARD Gold Cer-
tified for indoor air quality,
while aiding in the creation
of healthier indoor environ-
ments.
“I love that prettier and

more functional laundry
rooms are becoming places
people want to hang out and
do laundry, but it’s impor-
tant to think about what’s
behind all that style and
function - and that’s their
walls,” saidMecadon. “Walls
andwhat they’remade of are
important and they’re not all
the same.”
For more information, go

to www.AskForPurple.com.

Laundry
FROMPAGE 15

1425 S. Collegeville Rd., Collegeville, PA 19426
2060 E. High St., Pottstown, PA 19464

610-489-5900 • 610-326-1200

Meet The TOP Agents
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Brandpoint Entertaining at home?
Whatever you’re planning -

big bash or intimate soirée,
cheery beer fest or elegant

wine tasting - an inviting
and accessible built-in bar

featuring handsome hard-
wood cabinetry can help

transformmundane house-

ENTERTAINING

Create an entertainment space for any home
SPACE»PAGE 18
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Fax: 610-792-0210
E-mail: kkline@zuberrealty.com

Auction Stewardship since 1987

P.O. Box 404
Bally, Pennsylvania 19503

(610) 845-2594
Call for a Free Consultation
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hold space into the life of
the party. And once the fes-
tivities are over, all the ac-
couterments such as glasses
and silverware, not to men-
tion wine, liquor and mix-
ers, can be stored in those
cabinets, either displayed
behind glass or hidden by
solid wood doors.
“Today, the term ‘built-in

bar’ covers a variety of pos-
sible set ups,” says Linda Jo-
vanovich, of the American
Hardwood Information
Center at www.Hardwood-
Info.com.
At its simplest, a bar may

occupy the end of a kitchen
island - nothing more than
a short length of dedicated
countertop above a neat
grid of cubbyholes to store
wine and a small fridge
to cool it when necessary.

Slightly more ambitious
bars comprise a niche or
doorless closet fitted with
wood shelves and cabinets,
a countertop and perhaps a
faucet and sink. Then there
are more imposing affairs,
the modern equivalent of
a traditional butler’s pan-
try, fully plumbed stations
where not only drinks,
but also finger foods and
hors d’oeuvres can be pre-
pared and served. Finally,
there are dedicated sit-
down bars. Complete with
stools, behind-counter serv-
ing space, and semi-profes-
sional equipment, these
pull-up-a-chair facilities
have special requirements
that take them beyond our
present consideration.
“Many houses and apart-

ments have a closet or un-
used space that can eas-
ily be converted into an
attractive and useful built-
in bar,” says Laura Bohn,
a New York-based interior

designer who has done this
for several clients over the
years. “If you live in a house
with stairs, the space be-
neath them is often an ideal
place to install a small,
modestly equipped drinks
center. It should be able

to accommodate enough
countertop to prepare cock-
tails, enough storage for a
liquor cabinet, and maybe
enough room for a fridge or
wine cooler.” A sink is not
an absolute necessity, but
if the small space you req-

uisition is near a kitchen,
powder room, laundry or
bathroom, you may be able
to make use of the existing
plumbing and create a true
wet bar.
As Bohn notes, one ad-

vantage of using such con-
fined spaces for built-in bars
is that they can be closed off
when not in use, so that a
commandeered closet looks
just like a closet, an appro-
priated staircase just like
a staircase. “But a well-de-
signed, well-crafted hard-
wood mini-bar needn’t be
hidden,” she adds. “Made
of walnut, cherry or some
other distinctive wood - my
favorite is maple - it can be
an integral and pleasing a
part of the décor.”
Of course, larger butler’s

pantry-style built-in bars
cannot be hidden. Ideally,
they are located discreetly
in transitional spaces be-
tween kitchens and adja-
cent dining or living rooms.

But in today’s more open-
plan houses, such built-in
bars, often dubbed buffets,
are likely to be in either the
kitchen or living area itself -
wall-spanning installations
that are on full public view
and should therefore look
as elegant as pieces of fine
hardwood furniture.
“Walnut is very popular

right now for this type of
bar,” says Christine Don-
ner, a kitchen designer in
New Canaan, Connecticut.
“It is an elegant wood and
its cool tones complement
the white-and-silver palette
that my clients currently fa-
vor. It can be bleached to a
lighter tone, left natural,
or stained much darker, al-
most all the way to black.
Limed oak, bleached to a
lovely honey-blonde color,
has a marvelous midcen-
tury-modern feel that is
slowly catching on, too.”
For Donner, functionality

Space
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BRANDPOINT

An inviting and accessible built-in bar featuring handsome
hardwood cabinetry can help transform mundane
household space into the life of the party.
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MLS# 7068989
3 BR, 3 BA is Move in ready.

Vaulted ceiling and lots of natural
light. Wood burning fireplace, patio
and extra large Jacuzzi tub. Close to
everything in Muhlenberg Schools.

Only $178,900

2301 HAMPDEN BLVD,
READiNg

610-327-1880

Carol Wozniak
assoCiate Broker/Broker-appraiser
offiCe phone: 610-369-0303 ext. 229

Cell phone: 610-207-3700

MLS #7031275
You will be Awe struck with this all Stone Cape Cod everything has been redone. Floors; walls; bath;
kitchen; heater; everything is practically brand new, including insulation and new roof. Currently
two bedrooms but throw up a divider wall and you can have three and did I mention Bamboo floors.

$169,900

MLS #7056974
Rural wooded lot 1.93 acres, 4 bedroom, 2.5 baths contemporary split level, wrapped w/cedar
wood, hardwood floors, oak kitchen w/granite counter tops, vaulted ceilings, skylight, wood
stove, whole house generator, newer furnace w/central air, covered porch and open trex decks.

$299,900

MLS #7039430
Cozy and spacious! 3 BR, 1.5 BA, walk to Public Park, fenced yard; detached 1 car
gar. 1st flr ldry, modern kit w/DW & high hat lighting; enc office space on 1st flr,
if you work from home; large DR. Covered front porch, side patios, offstr parking.

$154,900

Barbara Borger
610-220-5691

MLS #7037253
Kutz built 5BR house combines the best of colonial
& new. It has 2MBR suites. One on 1st floor has a
beautiful “trey” ceiling, a custom oversize marble
BA & huge walk-in closets. The DR & LR are
generous in size & have built-ins as well. A lovely
EIK opens into huge FR w/high beamed ceilings &
wet bar, great for all those family gatherings. The
bsmt is finished & opens out to patio w/nice view
of the golf course behind the house. This house is
over 4,000SF & the quality is the finest.

$475,000

MLS #6414304

Situated on 11+ acres, this

sophisticated 7 BR home offers grace

and charm and a view for miles.

Pottsgrove School District.

$1,299,000
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is as important as aesthet-
ics. “Wine connoisseurs of-
ten have an extensive col-

lection of varietal-specific
glasses that they want dis-
played, so I get asked a lot
for glass-fronted cabinets
with interior lighting,” she
says. “Much of this stem-
ware is oversize or extra
tall, so I make sure the

shelves can accommodate
their height. And I always
include solid-door cabinets
to stow motley collections
of assorted liquor bottles.”
Fine hardwood cabinetry
can also be used to con-
ceal icemakers, refrigera-

tors, bottle-cooling draw-
ers, dishwashers and other
unsightly appliances and
equipment.
“A small bar sink is also

very useful,” Donner con-
tinues. “Less for the wa-
ter coming out of the spout

than as a place to dump
out old drinks or melted
ice.” Loading up your built-
in bar with such practi-
cal, laborsaving features
will free you up to enjoy
your own party to the full-
est. And that, surely, is the

point of the exercise. Visit
www.HardwoodInfo.com to
learn more about cabinetry
for built-in bars and other
products made from Amer-
ican hardwoods.

Space
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54 Edgewood Rd., Berks Co.
4 Bdrm 2 Bath Timber frame home with
Rustic Charm. Central A/C, wrap around
deck, country setting, 3.45 acres.

$334,000

53 S. Reading Ave., Boyertown
2 Bdrm 2 Bath Boyertown Beauty.
Single home, amazing kitchen,
gas fp, patio, fenced yard.

$169,900

1655 S. Main St., Bechtelsville
5 Bdrm 2 Bath stone farmhouse with lots of
history. Walk-in fp, open beams, porches,
.83 acre. On-site well, public sewer.

$175,000

Are you ready to
enter the market?
Are you ready to

enter the market?

76 Longcross Rd., Royersford
2 Bdrm 2 Bath home in Golf Ridge, one level
living. Large kitchen, rear deck, 1 car garage, loft
(poss. 3rd bdrm). New roof this year. Springford SD.

$309,900

1511 Rosewood Ct., L Pottsgrove
2 Bdrm, 1 Bath first floor unit, wheelchair accessible.
Eat in kitchen, rear patio, new hot water heater.
Low maintenance, avail immediately. Pottsgrove SD.

$99,900

1008 Spruce St., Pottstown
4 Bdrm, 3.5 Bath large single home.
Large yard, brick fp, patio, kitchen
w/ island, 1st floor bedroom.

$174,000

Featured ProPerty
$184,900

MLs #7040067
Nicely maintained & updated
2 BR townhome in Phoenixville
w/att. 1 car gar. Rear deck, low
taxes & ready for a 1st time
buyer, investor or someone
wanting to downsize!

For additional information on this property.
Please contact
The (Liz) Egner Group @
RE/MAX of Reading

610-670-2770, Ext. 3016

MLS# 7055318
N Coventry 5 bedrooms 2.5 baths
on 3.6 acres with horse barn in

OJR schools $315,000

Call Hattie or
Mary Beth.

1403 evans rd

610-327-1880

residential Lake Community
$197,500

Live & Play in this resort area, boating,
fishing, tennis, club house, marina &
security too. This upgraded 6 yr old

home has 3 BR, 2.5 BA, LR, DR, Mod
Kit, Fam Rm, Deck, & 2 Car Gar.
One Hour drive from Pottstown

Call for Details
Nancy Peters 610-608-8854

petersnancy@verizon.net

937 WYNONAH DR.
AUBURN

Re/Max Achievers, Inc.
610-489-5900

MLS# 7002898 - Manatawny Village over
55 community, open floor plan w/loft, 2 BR,

2 baths, 2 car gar. $189,900

Betsy Bellantoni
610-212-8630
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Brandpoint

When you’re ready to
create the bathroom of
your dreams, it’s no time
to chase fads. You want
design trends with endur-
ing appeal, concepts that
blend luxury, beauty, sen-
sibility and eco-friend-
liness. Striking the per-
fect balance between in-
dulgence and practicality
can result in a bathroom
where you’ll happily spend
time getting ready to face
the world or decompress-
ing after a busy day.
As you’re planning your

bathroom remodel, here
are four 2017 bathroom
design trends that are as
smart as they are luxuri-
ous and lovely:
Rediscover cork
Chances are, if cork is

already present in your
home, it’s part of a bulle-
tin board or nestled in the
neck of your favorite bottle
of wine. However, cork has
many advantages as a de-
sign material, and it’s es-
pecially appealing in mod-
ern bathrooms.
Cork is a beautiful nat-

ural material. With a wide
variety of colors, grains
and textures, each piece
of cork is a unique work of
natural art. It’s naturally
water re
sistant (although not

water proof) and anti-mi-
crobial, so it combats mold
and mildew in bathrooms.
As a flooring material,
it’s soft, warm texture is
friendly to bare feet.
Finally, cork is excep-

tionally sustainable; it’s re-
newable, recyclable and
biodegradable, and cork
trees need not be cut down
in order to harvest the ma-
terial.
Win with wall-mount

toilets

Already widely found
in European homes, wall-
mount toilets are gaining
in popularity in the U.S.
Wall-mount toilets offer
many design advantages
that are both beautiful
and practical. Mounting
a toilet on the wall allows
greater design flexibility,
and makes cleaning be-
neath and around the fix-
ture easy. Great in any size
bathroom, wall-mount toi-
lets work particularly well
in smaller spaces to create
an uncluttered and open
visual effect.
Leading manufacturers

like TOTO offer wall-hung
toilets that feature lead-
ing edge technology and
eco-friendly elements. The
newest addition to TOTO’s
line of wall-mount toilets,
the MH Wall-Hung High
Efficiency Toilet, deliv-
ers an elegant appearance,
powerful Dual-Max 3D
Tornado flushing, a nano-
technology glaze that re-
pels waste and reduces the
need for harsh cleansers,
and a planet-loving 1.28
gallons per flush for solid
waste and 0.9 gpf for liq-
uid waste.
Delightful daylighting

The concept of daylight-
ing - using natural light
from multiple sources to
illuminate a space - has
been around for a while,
and this is the year to wel-
come the trend into your
bathroom. Incorporating
natural light into a bath-
room can help reduce elec-
tricity consumption, im-
prove visibility, positively
affect your mood, balance
your internal clock and in-
crease your home’s resale
value.
Windows are the most

common way to bring sun
light into a room. If

your bathroom has an ex-
terior wall that’s lacking a
window, consider adding
one. Windows with glass
blocks or simple frosting
on panes can allow you to
enjoy sunlight while re-
taining privacy.
Skylights and tubu-

lar skylights are another
tactic for bringing day-
light into a bathroom. For
rooms with direct roof ac-
cess, professional skylight
installation can be a cost-
effective way to daylight
the room. For ground-floor
powder rooms and sec-
ond-floor bathrooms with

an attic above them, tu-
bular skylights use reflec-
tive tubes and mirrors to
transmit sunlight from the
roof into the room.
Wonderful wet rooms
Showers, like TOTO’s

Aero Shower System,
have been trending to-
ward larger and luxurious
for some time now on the
bathroom design scene.
For a shower that truly
stands out in terms of vi-
sual impact and luxurious
experience, consider cre-
ating a wet room. Another
bathroom design con-
cept that’s popular abroad,

modern wet room bath-
rooms eliminate shower
doors, enhance accessibil-
ity, make cleaning easier
and create a more expan-
sive shower experience.
To turn your stan-

dard bathroom into a wet
room, you’ll need to water-
proof the walls and floors,
and have the floor gently
graded to lead to a central
floor drain that carries ex-
cess water away. Whether
you have a large bath-
room or a smaller space,
the wet room concept can
make your bathroom look
and feel bigger by elimi-

nating shower stalls, doors
and curtains that take up
space.
The average mid-range

bathroom remodel re-
coups more than 65 per-
cent of its value upon re-
sale, according to Remod-
eling Magazine’s Cost vs.
Value Report. By choosing
design trends that com-
bine good sense with luxu-
rious style, you can create
a bathroom that will en-
hance your enjoyment of
your home while increas-
ing your home’s value.

HOMES

Four bathroom design trends
that marry luxury, beauty and
sensibility

REALESTATE

RICHARD A. ZUBER
REALTY MOVES TO
NEW OFFICE

Richard A. Zuber Realty is celebrating its new Royersford office, located at 384 N.
Lewis Road, Royersford, PA 19468. The move to Royerford’s main street promis-
es to make the agency more visible and accessible for buyers and sellers — quali-
ties that support the agency’s mission of service.
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Winter this year
promises to be harsh
across much of the
U.S. The Farmers’ Al-
manac predicts con-
ditions will be “bitter
cold,” “unseasonably
cold,” “very chilly”
and “frigid” for states
east of the Missis-
sippi River. In a word,
brrrrrr!
Autumn is the per-

fect time to make sure
your home stays warm
and cozy, in prepara-
tion for when the bit-
ter blasts of January
and February come
pounding. With some
simple DIY insulation
projects, you can keep
the heat in and the
cold out this winter,
while also saving on
your heating bill.
Check the basement
One of the first

places to check for
proper insulation is
the basement.
“Up to 25 percent

of a home’s heat loss
is through the base-
ment,” says Tom Sa-
voy, technical director
for Insulfoam.
Many homes in the

U.S. were built with fi-
berglass batts between
wood wall studs,
which is notoriously
leaky, providing a
bridge for heat to pass
through the wall, says
Savoy. Such insulation
can also trap moisture
in the walls, causing a
musty basement smell.
“Even if you don’t

spend time in the
basement, it’s crucial
to insulate it right to
help manage the heat-
ing throughout the
rest of your home,”
says Savoy.
A simple solution is

adding a layer of con-

tinuous insulation to
the home’s basement
walls using rigid foam
boards, such as ex-
panded polystyrene
(EPS).
Available in home

improvement stores,
EPS insulation is easy
to cut and install us-
ing standard tools
around the house. Un-
like many other in-
sulations, rigid foam
boards are thin and
easy to handle, with-
out messy fibers to
clean-up.
“EPS is a profes-

sional grade insula-
tion that even DIYers
can install,” says Sa-
voy.
To get started insu-

lating your basement,

you will first need to
figure out how much
insulation you will
need, based on its “R-
value.” R-value is the
measure of an insula-
tion’s ability to resist
heat flow, with higher
numbers meaning bet-
ter performance. A
quick call to your city
or county building de-
partment will let you
know what R-value
is appropriate, and
if you’ll need to take
anything else into ac-
count with your insu-
lation project.
Take a look in the

attic
In addition to insu-

lating the basement,
another leaky area to
check is attic hatches.

As heat rises, these
hatches often have
gaps around them, al-
lowing the warm air
to escape. Properly
sealing them with
weather stripping and
adding a layer of rigid
foam to the hatch will
help keep heat in your
living area.
To get ready for

the coming shivery
weather, the Farm-
ers’ Almanac suggests
stocking up on “sweat-
ers, long johns, and
plenty of firewood.”
Part of your prepara-
tion should also in-
clude an easy weekend
or two of adding insu-
lation to your home.

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Keep the heat in and the cold out this winter

BRANDPOINT

Winter this year promises to be harsh across much of the U.S. The Farmers’ Almanac predicts conditions will be “bitter cold,” “unseasonably cold,”
“very chilly” and “frigid” for states east of the Mississippi River. In a word, brrrrrr!

Roboda townhouse in Spring Ford School District!
2/3 bedroom, 1.5 bath home with granite counters, stainless
steel appliances, paver patio, central air. MLS #7062294

Hosted By: Susan Dolan
Directions: From Royersford, Lewis Road to right on
Vaughn, Left on Springertown, Left on Roboda Blvd.
First left to 57 Roboda.

57 Roboda Boulevard, Royersford
$214,900

Springford 610-948-7300
Boyertown 610-369-0303
Morgantown 610-286-3032
Pottstown 610-326-7300
Red Hill 215-679-0303

WE WORK FOR YOU!www.zuberrealty.com
OPEN HOUSE SUNDAY, OCTOBER 29, 2017 • 1-3PM

OPEN HOUSESOPEN HOUSES
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Unless you are the latest
lottery winner or Queen
of England (thank you for
reading, your Majesty), you
try to make your home im-
provements really count,
and sometimes have to
choose one upgrade over
another. What if we told
you there is a rather quick
improvement that will take
care of eight issues around
the house, all at once?
Now sit back, read along

and see how many of these
common problems apply to
you. If there are some you
haven’t considered before
- rejoice - there is your bo-
nus! We’ll then reveal the
one simple fix.
Your savings, or lack of

thereof
With bright sun comes

warmth, which can be very
welcome during the cold
winter months. But in the
summer it can wreak havoc
on your AC. Do you feel like
you want to cry a little (or a
lot) every time your energy
bill comes? Surely you have
better ideas for spending
that money. This solution
can help you lower those
pesky bills and fill that
piggy bank.
Your privacy
Unless your house is nat-

urally private, say perched
on a hill or with no neigh-
bors for miles; you proba-
bly crave some privacy. This
mystery improvement can
help right away. Similarly,
when you want to take in
the view, it will quietly and
quickly disappear.
Your Sunday football

viewing
Who doesn’t love big win-

dows that bring in tons of
light? This is until sun glare
makes you miss the win-
ning touchdown. Sunshine
makes us happy - it is a sci-
entific fact - but too much
sun isn’t good, neither for
your skin nor your posses-

sions. If youwant to prevent
the glare and the damaging
UV rays from entering your
home, there is one easy an-
swer.
Your spooky shadows
Big, bare windows are

wonderful during the day
with light streaming in,
but what about at night?
Bid goodbye to big, black
windows in the evening
and don’t be scared of who
or what may be lurking in
the darkness.
Your safety
Do you live in an area

where the weather can be

tricky? Or on a golf course,
where the golf balls are fly-
ing dangerously? With this
mystery improvement you
can protect your home from
the weather and your win-
dow glass from flying ob-
jects!
Have you guessed what

improvement are we talk-
ing about yet? Either way
keep reading, as it gets even
better.
Your security
This improvement can

not only hurricane-proof
your home, but can also
help make it burglar proof.

Did you know 22 percent
of all residential break-ins
happen via back doors - The
same beloved French patio
doors you just had to have
and enjoy every day? If

you think we want to push
“prison style” security bars,
think twice. This solution is
just as stylish as it is func-
tional.
Your snooze time
If you are a daytime

sleeper, light sleeper or just
want to sleep in on a week-
end, you know how annoy-
ing outside noise and light
can be. You can create a

perfect sleeping environ-
ment at the touch of a but-
ton.
By now you’ve surely

have guessed what we are
talking about. But before
we reveal the solution, let
us stun you with one more
benefit.
By using our home im-

provement champion you
can lower your homeown-
ers insurance!
Finally, the answer
Did you guess that the

one home improvement to
take care of many of the di-
lemmas in your home is -

ta da! - an automatic roll-
ing shutter!
They are also known as

European shutters, as they
are widely popular in Eu-
rope. Somfy motorized
rolling shutters can be in-
tegrated into walls and sof-
fits in new construction, or
can be easily attached to
existing structures. They
are easily controlled from
the inside via switches, re-
motes, automatic sensors,
timers or by the myLink
app via your smartphone,
whether you are home or
away.

HOMES

8 homeowner dilemmas solved with 1 simple fix

BRANDPOINT

Unless you are the latest lottery winner or Queen of England, you try to make your home improvements really count.
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For years, consumer
buying power and pur-
chasing trends have fo-
cused around baby
boomers. However,
within the past several
years, the spotlight has
shifted to the 80-plus
million Americans be-
tween the ages of 25 and
34 known as millenni-
als. Now the largest de-
mographic group in his-
tory, this generation is
undoubtedly the most
studied. Significant re-
search findings, specu-
lations and predictions
about shopping habits
and motivators are driv-
ing the world to cater to
this influential group.
Home ownership is

one example. Many spec-
ulate millennials aren’t
interested in, or in a po-
sition to buy a home be-
cause they’re strapped
with student loans and
a tightened job mar-
ket. While much of that
is true, research paints
a different overall pic-
ture. In fact, in many
U.S. cities, millennials
make up half or more of
home purchasers (many
of them first-time home
buyers), according to a
recent study by Real-
tor.com and reported by
Bloomberg.
So what are millenni-

als looking for in their
home? According to the
recent Responsive Home
initiative conducted by
Builder Magazine, TRI

Pointe Group (Pardee
Homes) and partners
such as Danze, Inc., sev-
eral priorities rose to
the top of their “must
have” list when purchas-
ing or building a home:
• Ability to maximize

all spaces within the
home (efficient, creative
storage)
• Urban conveniences

in suburban settings
(able to walk to parks
and schools)
• Plentiful outdoor

space, including an out-
door kitchen when pos-
sible
• Customizable floor

plans (i.e., ability to
have a nanny or mother-
in-law suite with kitch-
enette and more)
• Elements with high

design that offer func-
tionality and value
“There’s no doubt this

generation is very design
savvy and has outstand-
ing taste,” says Sharon
Overby, vice president of
Danze, Inc. “We were ex-
cited to be part of the
Responsive Home proj-
ect. Our kitchen and
bath faucets, shower
systems, bath accesso-
ries and others play well
with the design-func-
tionality-value ratio.”
Among the unique de-

sign aspects was the use
of satin black as a fin-
ish throughout many of
the bathrooms. Shower-
heads, faucets and ac-
cessories were often
mounted on white sub-
way tile (grouted in

black) for a fun, impact-
ful style.
In one of the kitch-

ens, Responsive Home
Creative Director Bobby
Berk paired a white
farmhouse sink with a
Danze pull-down faucet
in a tumbled bronze fin-
ish. The juxtaposition of
mixing and matching el-
ements such as these are
at the heart of millen-
nial style.
Outdoor living has

proven to be a hot but-
ton for many buy-
ers, including these
25-34-year-olds. The Re-
sponsive Home proj-
ect featured unique use
of outdoor space that
showcased sunken sit-
ting areas surrounded
by beautiful gardens

and water features, var-
ious applications of
large-screen TVs and, of
course, fully functional
beautiful outdoor kitch-
ens.
“The Danze line is a

great match for this set
of home buyers, whether
they’re building new
or fixing up an exist-
ing home,” adds Overby.
“We’ve proven that eye-
catching design and
value-focused pricing
can co-exist in kitchen
and bath products,
which are often a big as-
pect to the personality
and style of a home.”
For more information

about the Danze product
line, visit www.danze.
com.

HOMES

Understanding the millennial home

RESIDENTIAL SALES

Royersford. Townhouse.
Orchard Court. 3BR 1.5BA w/
garage. Near high school.
610-666-7123.
For sale or rent by owner.

APARTMENTS FOR
RENT (UNFURNISHED)

1BR incl. heat/elect./cable tv.
No smoking/pets. $700/mo.
Call 610-754-7827

APARTMENTS/ROOMS
Furnished, daily/weekly,
private bath, sec. system.
CALL 610-948-7874

BROOMALL
A professional lady looking
for a professional person
to rent a Spacious, unfur-
nished, in-law quarters of
a house. Complete privacy.
W/D, parking, no smoking/

pets. 215-765-1919.

APARTMENTS FOR
RENT (UNFURNISHED)

Linden Apartments 1, 2 & 3 BR
Start at $795/mo, HT/HW incl.
No pets. Call 610-458-5012

NORCO APARTMENTS
1 & 2 BR, No Pets. Ht/HW Incl.
$795-895/mo. (610) 458-5012

Pottstown - Lrg 1st flr, 1BD,
LR, EIK, Porch. $725/mo ht/hw
incl, ltd prkng. (610) 888-4576

ROYERSFORD
2 BR apt., Incl. heat. No pets/
smoking, $850. 610-948-6123.

Spring City - 2BD, steps, W/D
avail, A/C, OSP. $775+elec. No
pets/smk.Escrow.610-587-0871

U Pottsgrove - 1001 N Hanover,
Lg 2BD, 1BA, C/A, OSP, W/D. No
pets. $895. Refs. 610-431-7391

Yorkshire Apts - 2 BR, No pets.
Elevator on Premises. $995/
mo., Ht/HW incl. 610-458-5012

CONDOS/TOWNHSE FOR
RENT (UNFURNISHED)

WAYNE/GLENHARDIE CONDO
3rd Flr Condo - 2BR, 1BA, LR,
DR, Den, Kitchen, Sliders
to Balcony; Freshly painted
throughout, Newer Carpet,
Kitchen & BA, Storage Room
in Bsmnt, Lndry on same flr.;
$1,150/mo. incl. wtr, sewer,
ht. and parking. Clubhouse
amenities for reasonable fee;
enjoy pool, golf and tennis.
No Pets. Unit avail. now.
Call 610-265-6454.

ROOMS FOR RENT
BRAMCOTE MOTEL - Daily &
Weekly Rates, all utils incl.
Call Bipin Patel (484) 524-5930
or Jack (215) 720-6394

CHATEAU - Boyertown area.
Clean, secure, private park-
ing. $100wk+. (610)367-5112

ROOMS FOR RENT

POTTSTOWN - Furnished,
shared kitchen & bath. $95/
week. Call (610) 970-7240

ROOMMATES

COLLEGEVILLE ROOMMATE
Beautiful single home private
BR & BA. $800/mo. inclds ev-
erything. Non-smoking.

CALL 610-716-3532

MOBILE HOMES
FOR SALE

VALLEY VIEW
MOBILE HOME SALES
(610)933-5627

YOU’LL NEVER KNOW how
effective a classified ad is until you
use one yourself! Reach the entire
area without leaving the comfort of
your home. Call and place your
classified today to sell those
unwanted items.
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Godfrey Properties (484) 326-5000 1153 Ridge Road, Unit #3, Pottstown, PA 19465

Donna Godfrey
(267) 688-0536
donna@donnag.com

John Bicer
(484) 252-1709
jcbicer@gmail.com

Maria Rojas
(610) 986-8961
rojasmaria15@yahoo.com

Heather Eczko
(484) 319-7222
mclaughlinbrothers@comcast.net

Tracy Mackey
(484) 941-4107
tmackeyrealtor@gmail.com

2000 St. PeterS road,
PottStown, Pa 19465

The “Great Oak Farm” is on the market! This property offers 1700’s
stone farmhouse, huge bank barn, storage building, and the most
beautiful 10 acre parcels bordered by 60+ acres of protected
Township land...... Offered at $594,900

Call Donna Godfrey at Godfrey Properties
(267) 688-0536

CoMe Meet oUr SPeCIaLIZed teaM

Jamie Wasniewski
(484) 942-9245
jamieselltoyou@gmail.com

224 Jay Street,

PottStown, Pa 19464
Solid and maintained 3 BR, 1 & 1/2 BA townhouse in W Pottsgrove.
Enter into LR with hardwood floors, shadow boxes in DR. Double
closets in master BR on second floor, 2 additional good size BR. Deck
and fenced in yard. Only $119,900

WE REWARD OUR COMMUNITY HEROES
WITH UP TO 25% OF OUR COMMISSION

AS A THANK YOU WHEN YOU BUY
AND/OR SELL A HOME WITH US!

IF YOU ARE A TEACHER, POLICE OFFICER, FIREMAN,
FIRST RESPONDER, MEDICAL PROFESSIONAL,
VETERAN, YOU ARE A HERO IN OUR BOOK....

Family Owned and Operated!
Your Community, Our Community.

Working together, we all win.
Trusted and Experienced Professionals

Who are
DEDICATED to YOU!

Teri Widmann
(610) 633-5592
tlwidmann@gmail.com
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