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Owasso Rams Win Oklahoma Title
Under Coaching of Bill Blankenship
By MIKE MOGUIN
Sports Writer

From the moment it took its first 
snap in its 2017 season opener, 
the potential of Owasso winning 
state could be seen. The mission 
was accomplished as the Rams 
defeated Union, 21-14, in the 
Class 6A Division-I champion-
ship game Dec. 1 at Chapman 
Stadium on the campus of the 
University of Tulsa.

A team that finished 3-7 in 2016, 
Owasso made significant chang-
es in the offseason that led to a 
dramatic turnaround. A huge plus 
was the hiring of Bill Blanken-
ship as head coach. Blankenship 
had won state championships at 
Union in 2002, 2004, 2005 and at 
Fayetteville, Arkansas, last year, 
as well as the Conference USA 
championship in 2012 when he 
was head coach at the Universi-
ty of Tulsa.  That same year, he 
led TU to a Liberty Bowl victory 
over Iowa State.

Another significant develop-
ment for Owasso resulted from  
a friendship that began on social 
media between wide receiver 
Dylan Chin and junior quarter-
back Will Kuehne, the son of for-
mer Oklahoma State golf stand-
out Trip Kuehne, coming up to 
Owasso as a move-in from Tex-
as. Running back Bryce Cabrera 
joined in on the friendship, and 
things took off from there.

Kuehne eventually made con-
tact with the local coaching leg-
end Blankenship. Kuehne says, 
“When I first came to Owasso, 
I mentioned to Coach Blanken-
ship that I wanted to win the state 
championship. This was my ulti-
mate goal and the team’s ultimate 
goal. After I told him that, the 
mindset of the team just focused 
and it happened. It is just awe-
some.”

This was the second state cham-
pionship for Owasso, who last 
shared an AAA title with Ada in 
1974, after both teams finished 
the championship game in a tie.

The Rams (12-1), who entered 
the game No. 2 in the state in 
Class 6AI, had played solid de-
fense against the Redskins, last 
year’s champion, turning them 
away at the goal line twice (forc-
ing turnovers on downs and a 
fumble) and making two intercep-
tions, including a game-clincher 
by Dawson Adams at the goal 
line in the final minute.

As the seconds ticked off, the 
Owasso student body charged the 
field to celebrate with the players.

“They are basically part of the 
team,” Kuehne says. “When they 
are loud, they are having fun, and 
it makes the energy for us that 
much better and easier to play 
when people are pumped up and 
excited.”

Kuehne rushed for two touch-
downs from one yard each and 
totaled 297 yards of offense. He 
threw for 247 yards on 24-of- 35 
attempts and rushed for 50 yards 
on 13 carries.

Running back Bryce Cabrera 
ran for 100 yards on 20 carries 
and scored one touchdown. He 
also led the Rams in receiving 
with eight catches for 103 yards.

Owasso lost to Union 44-41 in 
overtime when the two teams met 
in a regular season game on Sept. 
29 at Union-Tuttle Stadium. The 
Rams saw leads of 20-6 and 27-
20 slip away in that game. They 
would not allow it to happen this 
time. They got out to a 14-0 lead 
in the first half, led 14-7 at the 
break, and were up 21-7 after 
scoring on their first possession 
of the second half. 

“We just executed,” Kuehne 
says. “The defense just played 
awesome in the first half. I think 
them stepping up really allowed 
us as the offense to go out and 
make the plays that we made, so 
I give a lot of credit to them, and 
all the guys around me making 
me look good. They’re just an 
awesome, awesome team to be 
with.”

In the championship game, 
Cabrera’s TD came on Owasso’s 

first possession, which followed 
a Union punt. Kuehne got his 
first TD to open the second quar-
ter.

Union would miss a field goal 
and turn the ball over on downs 
before scoring with 32 seconds 
left in the half on a two-yard 
run by Darius Boone. It drove to 
the red zone again after Owasso 
scored to start the second half, 
but fumbled with nose guard 
Tyler Moody recovering at the 
Rams’ 3-yard line.

The Redskins would get mo-
mentum late when quarterback 
Peyton Thompson hit A.K. Wil-
son for an 86-yard touchdown 
late in the third quarter.

With the score being where 
it would finish, Owasso had a 
chance to increase the lead by 10 
points but missed a 33-yard field 
goal attempt.

Union had one last chance to tie 
the game and possibly send the 
game into overtime. Redskins’ 
quarterback Thompson complet-
ed a 41-yard pass to Oklahoma 

State commit C.J. Moore that 
set them up at the Rams’ 39-yard 
line. But two plays later, Adams 
made the pick that insured the 
Rams’ title.

“It’s a little surreal,” Kuehne 
said, about winning state. “It’s the 
goal that we set out at the begin-
ning of the season, and it’s awe-
some that we can finally come out 
and accomplish what we had set 
out at the beginning of the season 
that we wanted to do.”

Other key players on the Rams’ 
championship squad was defen-
sive back Josh Proctor and line-
backer Wayne Jones, commits 
to Ohio State and Kansas State, 
respectively, linebacker Carson 
Kropp, wide receiver Tyrese Sis-
son, defensive end Courtre Alex-
ander and defensive back Duece 
Mayberry.

“I’m going to enjoy this one a 
little bit. But it will be awesome 
to be here for this experience next 
year,” Kuehne says. “It’s awe-
some that we’re state champions. 
What more could you ask for?”

TROPHY TIME:  Owasso head football coach Bill Blankenship holds 
the Oklahoma High School Class 6A Division I football trophy after 
defeating Union Dec. 1 at Tulsa’s H.A. Chapman Stadium.  The players 
in the photo are Dylan Chapman (17), Grant Vanlandingham (10) and 
Devin Tyler (11).

Photo by DEAN ATCHISON

KUDOS OF THE MONTH: The Salvation Army
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RED KETTLE CAMPAIGN: Tulsa Metro 
Area Commander Captain Ken Chapman stands 
with a Salvation Army bell ringer and demon-
strates the credit card donation option available 
at the organization’s Red Kettle stands.

GTR Newspapers photo

With the return of the holiday season, The 
Salvation Army is increasing its already ac-
tive efforts to help those in need.  

On Nov. 10, The Salvation Army 
Tulsa Area Command kicked off 
its Red Kettle Campaign with the 
goal of helping more than 3,500 
families over the holiday season. 
The organization is also conduct-
ing its annual Angel Tree pro-
gram, which provides Christmas 
gifts to children in need.

Earlier this year, the Tulsa Com-
mand launched the Power of Twelve, a 
fundraising and awareness campaign with the 
goal of locating 12,000 individuals to pledge 
to donate $12 per month for 12 months.

The Tulsa command serves more than 
100,000 children per year, in part through 

its six area Boys and Girls Clubs, and serves 
over 350,000 meals per year at its downtown 
shelter, at 102 N. Denver Ave.

Additionally, Tulsa Metro Area 
Commander Captain Ken Chapman 
continues to draw attention to the is-
sue of homelessness in Tulsa.

On Nov. 30, Chapman began a 
three-day, 66-mile walk along Route 
66 in order to heighten awareness of 
the plight of homeless individuals. 

He walked during the day and slept 
two nights outside in a cardboard box.

On Dec. 1, leadership of The Salva-
tion Army Tulsa Metro Area held a Summit 
on Homelessness in order to draw attention 
to the rising numbers that the organization is 
seeing locally of individuals seeking emer-
gency shelter.

http://www.gtrnews.com
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Understanding & Comparing Medicare Insurance Options 

Call 855-607-2615

Hillcrest.com/Medicare

Medicare can be complex and confusing.  
Licensed Medicare insurance agents are available to help you:

• Compare Medicare plans to meet your personal needs and preferences
• Verify which Medicare plans are accepted by your health care providers
• Receive assistance throughout the Medicare plan enrollment process

Appointments Available

*MedicareCompareUSA is an independent insurance agency that is not affiliated with the federal Medicare program. All services are
provided at no cost; MedicareCompareUSA and its affiliate agents are paid directly by the Medicare plan chosen by the beneficiary.

FREE Medicare Insurance Helpline

You may consult with a representative by phone or schedule an appointment.
Locations for appointments include Tulsa and the surrounding areas. 

SERVICED BY

hillcrest.com/medicare
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Arvest Winterfest Brings Cheer
The time has come to bundle up 

and enjoy the magical spirit of the 
holidays with Tulsa’s favorite winter 
festival has returned to the streets of 
downtown Tulsa as the 10th Annu-
al Arvest Winterfest presented with 
Toyota. Named by the national People 
Magazine as the top holiday destina-
tion in Oklahoma, Winterfest will be 
open through Sunday, Jan. 7 (includ-
ing all holidays in between). 

“It’s incredible that we’re celebrat-
ing 10 years of Arvest Winterfest,” 
Jeff Nickler, SMG Tulsa general man-
ager, says. “We’re excited to offer 
new and fun things to all our guests 
as a thank you for making this annual 
event a success year after year.”

This year, in addition to the 
9,000-square-foot-outdoor ice rink, 
Santa’s Live Reindeer will be on-site 
to take pictures with families all sea-
son long. Guests will be able to see 
Prancer and Vixen or Comet and Cu-
pid up close. A letter writing station 
will also be available for kids to write 
their letters to Santa. 

New skating guides are available to 
help skaters glide in style. The light-
weight helpers, courtesy of Health 
Zone at St. Francis, can assist skaters 
of all ages to be more confident on the 
ice and off of the rails.

Oklahoma’s tallest Christmas Tree 
welcomes guests to the winter won-
derland. Towering 44 feet into the 
air, the tree features 35,700 glowing 
lights, 109,534 individual tips and a 
diameter at the base of nearly 30 feet. 
The beautiful lights provide an ideal 
backdrop for holiday photographs un-
der the Tulsa skyline. Guests can also 
take a ride in a carriage or warm up in 
the climate-controlled Osage Casino 
warming tent with seasonal conces-
sions.

Free entertainment every Saturday 
until Christmas Eve takes place just in 
front of the Christmas tree in the ONE 
Gas courtyard. Visitors can sit down 
and listen to the joyful music per-
formed by children from area church-
es, schools, nonprofit organizations 
and choral groups.

A variety of weekly promotions are 
being held during the festival.  Every 
Monday, patrons receive half-price 
admission for skating with the dona-
tion of a non-perishable can of food 
benefiting the Community Food Bank 
of Eastern Oklahoma, presented by 
Arvest. Every Wednesday throughout 
the festival visitors receive half-price 
skating or admission with the donation 
of a new or gently used coat, blanket, 
scarf or pair of gloves, presented by 
Cox Charities. These donations bene-
fit Night Light Tulsa.

        (Continued on page 9)

HOLIDAYS ON ICE: Visitors have a great time ice skating at 
Winterfest.

FUN RIDES:  Winterfest offers horse buggy rides this year.  Guests 
will be able to see Prancer and Vixen  or Comet and Cupid up close.

GTR Newspapers photo

Courtesy Ambiance Matchmaking

mailto:info@gtrnews.com
http://www.facebook.com/gtrnewspapers
www.misshelens.com
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TEN WE WATCHED IN 2017

G.T. BYNUM

Tulsa Mayor G.T. Bynum has 
spent his first year in office work-
ing toward his campaign promise 
to re-establish Tulsa on the global 
stage.

In September, Bynum announced 
that he would make a bid to lure 
Amazon to Tulsa as the location of 
Amazon’s second corporate head-
quarters.

In order to impact Tulsa’s rising 
violent crime numbers, 90 police 
officers were hired this year, with 
90 more officers to be hired in 
2018. The city also received a grant 
to hire 60 firefighters this year.

In Bynum’s first month as mayor, 
he convened the Tulsa Commis-
sion on Community Policing in 
an effort to begin implementation 
of one of the most comprehensive 
community policing initiatives in 
the nation.

In order to improve city beautifi-
cation efforts, medians and rights-
of-way are now being mowed at a 
higher frequency. Also, additional 
street maintenance workers and 
traffic signal repair crews have 
been hired.

Other areas of Bynum’s focus 
include addressing racial disparity 
and citywide education needs and 
utilizing data to improve city gov-
ernment.

LAURA CHALUS

Upon entering her role as exec-
utive director of the Tulsa Garden 
Center in August 2016, Laura Ch-
alus had a number of high-priority 
items to address, with one of the 
most pressing issues being the im-
provement of its rose garden, which 
had lost about half of its rose bush-
es due to Rose Rosette Disease.

The five-tiered rose garden now 
includes a research garden and 
pollinator and other non-rose 
plants.

The research element of the gar-
den came about through a partner-
ship with Oklahoma State Uni-
versity and the American Rose 
Society. The research garden al-
lows rose experts from across the 
country to study Rose Rosette 
Disease and search for solutions in 
fighting the disease.

In line with the rose garden’s 
new look, the organization’s annu-
al fundraiser, An Evening of Wine 
& Roses, was rebranded as The 
Tasting at Woodward Park after 
the event took a one-year hiatus in 
2016.

When the fundraiser took place 
in November, it featured high-
end restaurants and wineries and 
allowed access to the Linnaeus 
Teaching Garden and Woodward 
Park. 

TONY MOORE

Tony Moore began his role as 
park director for A Gathering 
Place for Tulsa in August 2016. In 
his role, Moore is responsible for 
full operational and programmatic 
oversight of the Gathering Place 
and for downtown Tulsa’s Guthrie 
Green.

Moore, a native of Jamaica, 
brings more than 30 years expe-
rience in the entertainment park 
industry. He began with his first 
job as a part-time operations em-
ployee at Sea World and went on 
to work in various roles, including 
marketing, environmental, health 
and safety, and culinary opera-
tions, at a number of Orlando-area 
entertainment parks. Most recent-
ly, Moore served as chief operat-
ing officer at Lowry Park Zoo in 
Tampa, Florida.

The first phase of the Gathering 
Place, along Riverside Drive, is 
planned to open by spring/summer 
2018.

In order to provide a sneak peek, 
Tulsa-area elementary students 
will be invited to visit the five-acre 
Adventure Playground, which will 
be completed by January.

The $350-million park will in-
clude natural trails, a large green 
space, recreational water activities 
and educational programming.

DANIEL SPERLE

Tulsa native Daniel Sperle took 
the role of executive director of 
Tulsa Bike Share in August 2016.

Tulsa Bike Share was started by 
INCOG (Indian Nations Council 
of Governments) in 2014. It is 
part of the GO Plan and will re-
ceive a portion of funds from Vi-
sion Tulsa.

Sperle earned his bachelor’s de-
gree in visual communications 
from the University of Oklaho-
ma in 2013 and his master’s in 
architectural urban studies from 
OU-Tulsa.

Sperle’s hope is to create a bike 
share program that will be “at the 
forefront of where bike share is 
going,” he says.

In line with that goal, Sperle and 
program stakeholders have been 
very deliberate in their formation 
of the program.

Phase I of the program was last 
expected to launch in spring of this 
year. However, because the equip-
ment selected for the program is 
still in development, the launch 
date needed to be rescheduled, 
says Sperle.

Currently, the launch is planned 
for May 2018 with details regard-
ing the equipment, bicycle station 
locations and branding soon to 
come, he continues.

KEN CHAPMAN

The Salvation Army Tulsa Area 
Commander and Captain Ken 
Chapman, a Georgia native, came 
to Tulsa with his wife in June 
2016.

Part of Chapman’s focus in Tulsa 
has revolved around finding ways 
to increase the budget for the area 
command.

The Tulsa command serves 
109,000 children per year, in part 
through its six area Boys and Girls 
Clubs, Chapman notes. It also 
serves 357,000 meals per year at 
its downtown shelter, located at 
102 N. Denver Ave.

The Salvation Army also offers 
financial assistance to people in 
need, help during national disas-
ters, and emotional and spiritual 
aid.

Earlier this year, the Tulsa com-
mand launched the Power of 
Twelve, a fundraising campaign 
originated by Chapman. The goal 
of the campaign is to encourage 
12,000 individuals to pledge to do-
nate $12 per month for 12 months, 
which would raise, in total, over 
$1.7 million for the Tulsa Area 
Command, he says.

With the holiday season, the or-
ganization is also currently in the 
midst of its annual Red Kettle 
Campaign.

HONORED FOR PHILANTHROPY: Bank of Oklahoma has been named 2017 Out-
standing Philanthropist by the Association of Fundraising Professionals Eastern Okla-
homa Chapter due to the company’s commitment to investing in local communities. From 
left are Michelle Reagor, 2017 National Philanthropy Day chair; Steve Bradshaw, CEO of 
BOK Financial; Leslie Paris, director of Community and Employee Engagement for BOK 
Financial; and Stephanie Bonner, AFP of Eastern Oklahoma president.

FIRST NATIVE AMERICAN DAY: Mayor G.T. Bynum and City Councilor Anna America 
joined chiefs of the Cherokee, Muscogee (Creek) and Osage nations in celebration of Tulsa’s 
first Native American Day on Oct. 9. The event took place at downtown Tulsa’s Guthrie Green.

Courtesy photo

ROSSY GILLE for GTR Newspapers

www.aircoservice.com
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Thanksgiving 
through 

New Year’s Eve
6 pm-10 pm

                                                                                800-439-0658               

Thousands of Lighted Displays
Two Free Drive-through Family Events!

The Castle of Muskogee & Honor Heights Park

okcastle.com 

STEPHANIE CAMERON

As 2017 chair of Tulsa’s Young 
Professionals, Stephanie Camer-
on’s and the organization’s 2017 
accomplishments include TYPros’ 
Day at the Capitol, 2017 Street 
Cred event that highlighted the 
role of highway infrastructure and 
urban development, its Boomtown 
Awards and other initiatives that 
strengthened the core mission of 
TYPros, Cameron notes.

This year’s Street Cred event, 
called “Bridging the Brady,” was 
held in June in the Tulsa Arts Dis-
trict (formerly the Brady Arts Dis-
trict) and focused on how cities ad-
dress highway infrastructure when 
it becomes a physical barrier. A 
local example of this is how Inter-
state 244 cuts through the northern 
end of the Brady Arts District, hin-
dering its connection to the Brady 
Heights neighborhood and north 
Tulsa, she notes.

Although the district is already 
well developed, TYPros chose the 
area for the event largely due to its 
proximity to north Tulsa.

“Having a connection to north 
Tulsa is a critical component for 
community dialogue.”

Cameron is state director of OK-
2Grow and Dream It Do It Okla-
homa and recently became com-
munity relations administrator for 
AAON, Inc.

DR. GERARD CLANCY

Dr. Gerard Clancy became pres-
ident of the University of Tulsa in 
January.

During his inaugural year, the 
school has dealt with a number of 
challenges, including the loss of 
certification status for its teacher 
preparation program, on-campus 
rape allegations and the recent death 
of President Emeritus Steadman 
Upham.

Regarding the university’s loss 
of teacher preparation certification, 
Clancy says that TU is working to 
both regain the certification and pro-
vide a solution for affected students.

The university recently launched 
new education programs and pol-
icies to impact on-campus student 
safety, and a five-year strategic plan 
was recently unveiled.

The strategic plan’s objectives 
include promoting an inclusive, di-
verse and safe campus; new schol-
arship opportunities; expansion of 
programs focused on emerging in-
terest in innovation and social jus-
tice; and strengthening TU’s role as 
an economic engine for the region. 

Areas of focus include data an-
alytics, health sciences, neurosci-
ence, entrepreneurship and creating 
start-ups, cybersecurity for the U.S. 
military and the business sectors, 
coding, and programs to recruit vet-
erans.

KIMBERLY JOHNSON

Kimberly Johnson, who has 
worked for the Tulsa City-County 
Library for nearly 20 years, was 
named the organization’s CEO in 
January.

Johnson is a New York native who 
earned her Bachelor of Arts from the 
University of Tulsa and her Master 
of Library and Information Science 
from the University of Oklahoma.

She began as the coordinator of 
the African-American Resource 
Center at Rudisill Regional Li-
brary. From there, she held various 
positions, including library man-
ager, regional director and chief 
operating officer.

Since Johnson took over as CEO 
in January, she has made it a goal 
to visit each library location with-
in the library system, which she 
has done two times over, she says.

Also, in the past six months, 
library staff has hosted library 
systems from Frisco, Texas, and 
Washington, D.C.

“Our library system is something 
that our customers can be proud 
of,” she says. “We are a model 
system for the country because of 
our offerings.”

During summer 2017, the library 
saw 52,000 participants in its sum-
mer reading program. 

“We are creating a more literate 
community,” she says.

PHIL ALBERT

Phil B. Albert, president of Pelco 
Structural, LLC, located in Clare-
more, served as the 2017 Tulsa Re-
gional Chamber board chairman. 

This was the first time in the his-
tory of the chamber that the board 
chair’s business resides in a regional 
partner community outside of Tulsa.

Albert credits the chamber’s an-
nual OneVoice Agenda as the cat-
alyst in establishing the chamber 
as Northeast Oklahoma’s regional 
leader.

Recently, the chamber created its 
OneVoice 2018 Regional Legisla-
tive Agenda with its regional objec-
tives including creating an educat-
ed and healthy workforce, mental 
health and criminal justice reform, 
funding OCAST (Oklahoma Cen-
ter for the Advancement of Science 
and Technology), modernizing the 
state’s alcohol laws, and municipal 
funding diversification.

Each year, to create its OneVoice 
Agenda, the chamber forms task 
forces of leaders in business and 
the community to determine the 
leading regional issues and con-
cerns for the coming year.

“It’s a deliberate and well-vetted 
process,” Albert says. “I think (the 
effort put into this process) is the 
reason that when we visit cities to 
discuss our OneVoice objectives, 
people listen.”

SCOTT STULEN

Scott Stulen officially became di-
rector of Philbrook Museum of Art 
in August 2016, succeeding Rand 
Suffolk.

Since coming to Philbrook, Stulen 
has led the charge to further engage 
the community. 

To increase educational partner-
ships, the Philbrook team provided 
area teachers with museum mem-
berships and changed its hours in or-
der to offer more weekday visitation 
opportunities for school teachers 
and their students.

Philbrook is using its 8,000-square-
foot vegetable garden to provide 
food for its restaurant, La Villa, to 
donate produce to local nonprofits, 
and to create additional learning op-
portunities. The garden is also home 
to beehives and a dome that serves 
as an outdoor classroom.

In September, the museum began 
offering extended hours on Friday 
evenings in order to incorporate 
new programs, such as films on the 
lawn, discussions and adult versions 
of the museum’s second Saturday 
offerings.

Coming to the Philbrook grounds 
in spring 2018 is a stained-glass log 
cabin—a long-time dream project of 
Stulen’s. The cabin will be available 
for various community uses, includ-
ing events and classes. Musicians 
even want to record in it, he says.

GATHERING PLACE FIREPLACE: A view of the three-story indoor fireplace under 
construction inside Williams Lodge, which sits in the former location of Blair Mansion and 
will serve as the Welcome Center for A Gathering Place for Tulsa. .

SURPASSING ITS GOAL: The Tulsa Area United Way (TAUW) recently announced that 
it surpassed its 2017 campaign goal by more than $500,000, raising $25,601,386 for the 
Tulsa community. Pictured at the announcement event are, front row, Billie Bayouth, left, 
and Maddy Edwards; second row, from left, John Hewitt, chair of the 2017 campaign, Will 
Turner and Mark Graham, TAUW CEO.

RIP STELL for GTR Newspapers

Courtesy TAUW

okcastle.com


Do you have your holiday list 
ready? That would be the schedule 
of shows you plan to 
enjoy before New 
Year’s Eve. Who 
couldn’t use some 
family-and-friends 
time, away from 
screens of all siz-
es, and a few lei-
surely hours set 
aside for live en-
tertainment?

My December 
roster begins with 
Tulsa Ballet’s 
“The Nutcrack-
er.” I remember 
years ago when 
Tulsa Ballet Ar-
tistic Director 
Marcello Angelini 
announced that he 
was formulating a 
new “Nutcracker” 
ballet that would 
be set in Paris and 
have an Art Deco look and feel. 
That piece is now in its 15th sea-
son and has been tweaked to per-
fection. The next version will take 
advantage of the latest in technol-
ogy and stagecraft, but you still 
have an opportunity to enjoy this 
glistening, sweet tale, along with 
the exquisite dancing that is a 
Tulsa Ballet hallmark. “The Nut-
cracker” plays at the Tulsa PAC 
through Dec. 23.

Early December can be filled 
with shopping tasks and parties, 
and then there’s a lull before 
Christmas. What to do for en-
tertainment when out-of-town 
guests arrive? Like Tulsa Ballet, 
American Theatre Company has 
scheduled performances into late 
December, with “A Christmas 
Carol” slated to have its last show 
on Dec. 23. Actor Karl Krause 
brings warmth and humanity to 
the character of Scrooge, and he’s 
joined by a cast of 50. Ed Durnal 
directs. The Victorian-era set is 
a crowd-pleaser, as is the score, 
crafted by Bob Odle and Richard 
Averill. Also, I wanted to give you 
a head’s up about an Eddie and the 
Ecclectics New Year’s Eve gig at 
ATC’s 3rd and Lansing location. 
I know many long-time Tulsans 
feel a connection to this show’s 
music and characters.

If you are looking forward to 
holiday music in an intimate set-
ting, Appassionata Duo performs 
the program “White Christmas,” 
Dec. 18-19 at Harwelden man-
sion, and the vocal group Sheri-
dan Road sings a range of Christ-
mas tunes in a cabaret setting at 
the Tulsa PAC, Dec. 21-22. Tulsa 
Symphony Orchestra musicians 

violist Jeff Cowen and harpist Jill 
Wiebe comprise Appassionata 

Duo. Sheridan 
Road, a total of 
six singers, is 
led by Dr. Bar-
ry Epperley. 
Per formances 
by these two 
groups include 
r e f r e s h m e n t s 
that are covered 
in the ticket 
price.

Holiday season 
at the Cain’s in-
cludes the return 
of the Eli Young 
Band on Dec. 
14. A Denton, 
Texas, country 
music group that 
has opened for 
Miranda Lam-
bert, they had 
a major cross-
over duet hit 

with Andy Grammer on “Honey, 
I’m Good.” Also at the Cain’s this 
month are Broken Arrow singer 
and songwriter J. D. McPherson, 
Dec. 16; country music band the 
Turnpike Troubadours, Dec. 30; 
and the Hangover Ball, Jan. 1.

You may have seen Tulsa’s Brian 
Nhira at the PAC last year and ear-
lier on “The Voice.” This holiday 
season, he stages his Christmas 
show at TCC’s VanTrease Per-
forming Arts Center for Education 
on Dec. 16.

Award-winning pop and coun-
try artist LeAnn Rimes brings her 
“Today is Christmas” tour to Par-
adise Cove at the River Spirit Ca-
sino. The 35-year-old performer 
will sing a mix a holiday songs and 
music from her 2016 “Remnants” 
album. A multi-platinum record-
ing artist, songwriter, actress and 
writer, Rimes is often compared to 
vocalist Patsy Cline. Her Dec. 15 
concert is one of only 16 concerts 
she will appear in across the U.S. 
in December.

Old Dominion plays at Paradise 
Cove Dec. 16 as part of its “Hap-
py Endings” tour, with stops in 
Australia and Ireland. Lead singer 
Matthew Ramsey won “Songwrit-
er-artist of the Year” at the ASCAP 
Country Music Awards in Novem-
ber. He’s written both for his band 
and for Sam Hunt (“Make You 
Miss Me”).

A much-anticipated concert by 
Styx rocks into Paradise Cove 
on Dec. 28. Styx has had a string 
of mega-selling albums since the 
band was formed in 1972. The 
group is best known for the songs 
“Lady” and “Come Sail Away” 
and still packs a hard-rock punch 

to complement their romantic bal-
lads. This year they developed a 
concept album, “Mission,” that 
references a trip to Mars.

What a year it has been in the 
Tulsa area for music, dance, the-
atre and comedy. Next year is sure 
to be over the top with the an-
nouncement of U2 coming to the 
BOK Center in May and a con-
tinuation of that facility’s “10 for 
10” anniversary celebration. Con-
gratulations to the BOK Center, 
owned by the City of Tulsa, and 
River Spirit Casino, which has 
made good on its promise to of-
fer a steady stream of great shows 
after opening Paradise Cove. The 
Joint at the Hard Rock keeps 
things interesting, and Cain’s does 
an amazing job of booking estab-
lished acts and worthwhile up-
and-comers. The Tulsa PAC con-
tinues to reign as the area’s home 
to the biggest variety of entertain-
ment, and the Broken Arrow PAC 

had a superb year with so much 
star appeal. I’m thankful that the 
Brady Theatre keeps truckin’. The 
building itself is an historical trea-

sure. I hope you enjoy the many 
seasonal events our performance 
venues have to offer. ‘Happy Hol-
idays’ and all the best for 2018!
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Show Buzz

By NANCY HERMANN

VARIETY

DINE-IN CAFE 
NOW OPEN AT 

91ST & 
SHERIDAN!

(918) 496-2242
9107 South Sheridan Tulsa,OK

HAMLETHAMS.COM

HONEY KISSED 
HOLIDAYS!
RESERVE YOUR

HONEY KISSED HAM 
& SMOKED TURKEY 

TODAY!

Live Entertainment Tops Holiday List

A CHRISTMAS CAROL: Actor 
Karl Krause brings warmth and 
humanity to Scrooge in American 
Theatre Company’s  production of 
the Dickens classic.

LEANN RIMES: The pop and 
country artist brings her “Today 
is Christmas” tour to Paradise 
Cove at the River Spirit Casino on 
Dec. 15.

SHERIDAN ROAD: The six-member vocal group enlivens the holiday 
season with Christmas cabaret concerts, Dec. 21-22 at the Tulsa PAC.

STYX: The hallowed rock group rolls into town Dec. 28 for a one-night-
er at River Spirit’s Paradise Cove.

HOLIDAY CLASSIC: Now in its 15th season, Marcello Angelini’s ver-
sion of “The Nutcracker,” takes the stage of the Tulsa PAC through Dec. 23.

hamlethams.com
ihloffspa.com


The fourth Thursday in No-
vember is widely regarded as the 
kickoff to the holiday season. It’s 
known as Black Friday in the re-
tail world, but in 
the world of Red 
Dirt music, it’s 
leftover turkey day 
at Cain’s Ballroom 
featuring Jason Bo-
land and the Strag-
glers and Cody 
Canada and the 
Departed. 

This year marked 
the 12th annual 
Leftover Turkey 
concert, and the 
two Red Dirt am-
bassadors didn’t 
disappoint. If you 
missed it, both Bo-
land and Canada 
will be among the 
musicians at the 
annual Hangover 
Ball at Cain’s to 
close out the hol-
iday season on 
Jan. 1. That show 
will be the second 
bookend to a busy and entertain-
ing holiday season for local live 
music. 

But, before we get into all the 
can’t-miss shows on the horizon, 
it’s still close enough to Thanks-
giving to reflect and give thanks. 
As I watched Jason Boland and the 
Stragglers close out the Leftover 
Turkey show with Outlaw Band, 
a Randy Crouch/Bob Childers 
song, I was reminded that there’s 
nothing, aside from my family and 
my health, that I’m more thankful 
for than the musical community 
we get to enjoy here in Tulsa. As 
a way of expressing that gratitude, 
I’m supporting local musicians 
and giving the gift of music this 
year. If you’re inclined to do the 
same, here are a few 2017 releas-
es that would make a great gift for 
music lovers: 

Randy Crouch
Turn Off, Tune Out, Drop In
The latest offering from the in-

comparable Randy Crouch proves 
that he is still at the top of his 
songwriting game. This album 
showcases the full spectrum of 
Randy, from drunken sailor on the 
waltzy Three Sheets to the Wind, 
to poet laureate on Walking Each 
Other Home, to renegade outlaw 
in Hiding Out in the Cherokee Na-
tion. Available at cdbaby.com.

BC & The Big Rig
Do You Remember How to Rock 

and Roll?
Speaking of Randy Crouch, 

Brandon Clark and his crew put 
their “shred dirt” spin on Crouch’s 
song, High as the Price of Gas, 
on this, their second album. It’s a 
powerful track, and one of many 
highlights on this guitar shredding, 
bluesy, occasionally funky album. 
It’s available on iTunes, Amazon, 
Apple Music, Spotify and more.

Chris Blevins
Better Than Alone

Like many Red Dirt musicians, 
it’s hard to label Chris Blevins 

with any one 
genre. He draws 
from many influ-
ences: country, 
southern rock, 
delta blues, folk, 
gospel. Also 
typical of Red 
Dirt musicians, 
he writes songs 
with meaning 
and substance. 
Featuring an all-
star supporting 
cast that includes 
Grammy-award 
nominee John 
Fullbright, this 
album is a com-
ing out party for 
the young singer 
songwriter. I’m 
excited to see 
what he does 
next. Available 
at hortonrecords.
com. 

Lauren Barth
Forager

Another debut album, this one 
from a California transplant that 
came to play a show in Tulsa and 
was so embraced by the local mu-
sic community that she never left. 
Produced by Jesse Aycock, the al-
bum is a great collection of origi-
nal material that Barth has referred 
to as “American mystic folk.” 
Available at hortonrecords.com.

You can find many gifts at hor-
tonrecords.com, from shirts and 
hats to essential Tulsa Sound re-
cordings, on both CD and vinyl.

Finally, if you just want to 
help support local musicians, 
visit reddirtrelieffund.com and 
make a donation. You can also 
still download Stand (Let Your 
Voice Be Heard), the 2014 re-
cording by more than 50 Oklaho-
ma musicians. The song, written 
by Chuck Dunlap, John Cooper 
and Brad Piccolo, is available at 
iTunes with all proceeds going 
to address health care and other 
critical needs faced by musicians 
in the state. It is without ques-
tion the best 99 cents you’ll ever 
spend.

Now, onto the live stuff.
As regular readers of SFTS are 

aware, there is good live music 
every night of the week in Tul-
sa. So make an appearance at 
your company holiday party and 
make sure the boss sees you, but 
get outta there before you drink 
too much eggnog and embarrass 
yourself. Instead, head over to 
the Colony, Soul City, Mercury 
Lounge, Blackbird on Pearl or 
another trustworthy venue. It may 
be the only way to get Rockin’ 
Around the Christmas Tree out of 
your head. 

 In addition to the regular week-

ly gigs, here are a few of the mu-
sical highlights going on in Tulsa 
over the holidays: 

 BC and the Big Rig join the Red 
Dirt Rangers for an 8 p.m. show 
at the Shrine at 18th & Boston 
Avenue. on Friday, Dec. 22. This 
is Red Dirt music at its best and a 
great way to kick off the Christ-
mas weekend. 

 Next up is the highlight of the 
season for me, as Whirligig will 
reunite on Dec. 23 at Blackbird 
on Pearl. No band is more respon-
sible for my musical upbringing 
than Whirligig, so Christmas is 
coming two days early for me this 
year. They only play a couple of 
shows a year any more, so any 
time they book a gig, it’s a must 
see. It’s been fun watching Dylan 
Layton emerge as an elite bassist 
over the past few years, but it’s 

going to be even better to see him 
pick up a guitar again and break 
out some Whirligig classics. 

 Randy Crouch comes back from 
a brief hiatus to be the special 
guest at Tom Skinner’s Science 
Project on Dec. 27 at the Colony. 
Come sit by the fire and enjoy a 
true icon of Red Dirt music and a 
Northeast Oklahoma treasure. 

Playing two nights at Cain’s 
Ballroom and ringing in the new 
year is The Turnpike Trouba-
dours, Dec. 30-31. This Ameri-
cana, roots rock Red Dirt band 
from Oklahoma appear on the 
verge of a breakthrough. Their 
self titled 2015 album peaked 
at number three on the country 
charts and even reached the top 
20 on the billboard 200. They’re 
hoping to surpass that success 
with their fifth album, A Long 

Way From Your Heart, which was 
released Oct. 20.  

Finally, the holiday season comes 
to an unofficial end with the annu-
al Hangover Ball Jan. 1 at Cain’s 
Ballroom featuring Cody Canada, 
Evan Felker, Jason Boland, Mike 
McClure, Wade Bowen, Jamie 
Lin Wilson, William Clark Green 
and BJ Barham. A more laid-back, 
acoustic show, this New Year’s 
tradition is a perfect way to end a 
busy holiday season. 

 Happy Holidays to all you mu-
sic lovers, and thank you for read-
ing Searching for the Sound. And 
thank you to all the musicians 
who make this the best job I’ve 
ever had.  I look forward to bring-
ing you more news and history 
about our amazing local music 
scene in 2018. Until then, keep 
searching, keep listening. 

  GTR Newspapers: Oklahoma’s Largest Monthly News Group
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Searching for
The Sound

By BRYAN CANTRELL

Buy Local, Listen Local This Holiday Season

OUTLAW BAND FROM OKLAHOMA: Jason Boland and the Stragglers kicked off the holiday season 
with the annual Leftover Turkey concert at Cain’s Ballroom Nov. 24. From left are Roger Ray on steel guitar, 
Brad Rice on drums, Grant Tracy on bass, Boland and fiddler Nick Worley.

BETH TURNER for GTR Newspapers

www.webtrees.com


Time is a precious thing.
A truth not fully realized until 

adulthood.
While I try hard 

not to crowd my 
life with many su-
perfluous tasks, 
items and people, 
unexpected events 
happen that can 
flood our lives 
for months, even 
years.

I appreciate the 
quiet moments 
when I feel that I 
can stop the clock 
and the noise.

One of the plac-
es that helps me 
to briefly do that 
is a bookstore. 
Where phones and 
technology seem 
to take a backseat 
to the nostalgia 
and simpler times 
when entertain-
ment was rolled up 
in one really good book.

As technology continues to move 
humans toward unimaginable plac-
es where reading is beginning to be 
viewed as an occasional necessity, 
it is being said that the bookstore is 
dying. 

Really, I think it is more accurate 
to say that the bookstore is reshaping 
to meet the recent advancements.

So, when Magic City Books 
opened last month in the Archer 

Building in the 
Tulsa Arts Dis-
trict (formerly the 
Brady Arts Dis-
trict), it was met 
with many be-
lievers and cheer-
ers-on, including 
myself.

The store has 
been forecasted 
as a replacement 
for Steve’s Sun-
dry, Tulsa’s in-
dependent book-
store that closed 
in 2013. 

Magic City 
Books is, for sure, 
a hipster answer 
to independent 
bookstores but 
not with the “ev-
eryman” appeal 
of Steve’s Sundry. 
Nonetheless, it’s 
a beautiful store 

with a fully-windowed corner space 
at Archer Street and Detroit Ave-
nue, with a coffee shop and plenty 
of seating for those wanting to take 
their chosen book for a “test read.”

It will also serve as a meeting 
place for Book Smart Tulsa.

The Archer Building develop-
ment has been a much-talked-about 
project by the George Kaiser Fami-

ly Foundation for some time, large-
ly due to its focus on local tenants 
and mixed-use characteristics.

This development is one of 
my favorite projects going on in 
downtown right now because of 
its near-perfect blend of local of-
ferings that cater to the needs and 
interests of downtown dwellers and 
visitors. Plus, the building is home 
to a number of storeowners making 
their first public appearance: Mag-
ic City Books; Press Yoga—a hot 
yoga and minimalistic coffee shop; 
Shuffles, a boardgame concept set 
to open next year; Que Gusto Ca-

tering, which got its start with the 
Lobeck Taylor Family Founda-
tion’s Kitchen 66 and is planning 
to open its first brick-and-mortar 
location in January.

While Lone Wolf Banh Mi is not 
new to the Tulsa food scene, the 
restaurant’s expansion into down-
town is. It sits at the corner of Ar-
cher Street and Cincinnati Avenue.

Also found in the building are 
Guitar House of Tulsa, Made and 
The Goods Bodega. Glacier Con-
fection is on its way.

The Archer Building is success-
fully bringing another destination 

point to downtown Tulsa but more 
specifically to the Tulsa Arts Dis-
trict.

Next on the horizon for the dis-
trict is the completion of The Flats 
on Archer apartments, construction 
of a Holiday Inn Express, and the 
opening of Welltown Brewing, 
a brewery located along Archer 
Street.

Although development is plenti-
ful throughout downtown, the Tul-
sa Arts District looks to be well on 
its way to standing alone in unique-
ness, density and sought-after des-
tinations.

By BLAKE AUSTYN
Contributing Writer

Louie’s Grill & Bar has been a fa-
vorite of my family since the Nor-
man-based restaurant chain came 
to Broken Arrow in 2009.

I have often wished that I could 
find a similar concept closer to me 
in downtown Tulsa.

The approachable, affordable, 
relaxed neighborhood bar atmo-
sphere offers a welcome way to end 
a long day at work without break-
ing the bank.

And who can deny that they don’t 
appreciate the greeting when they 
walk through the door of “Wel-
come to Louie’s”?

Louie’s opened its first Greater 
Tulsa restaurant over 10 years ago 
at 101st Street and Sheridan Road, 
6310 E. 101st St., in the location 
of a closed gas station. Due to the 
chosen location, I was skeptical of 
whether it would succeed, but its 
consistency, quality and subsequent 
expansion have proven me wrong, 
fortunately.

Louie’s went on to expand into 
Jenks and Broken Arrow in 2009.

The chain is owned by Hal Smith 
Restaurants and has 15 locations 
throughout the Oklahoma City and 
Tulsa metro areas.

Its menu is reasonably priced with 
appetizers, salads, tacos, burgers, 
sandwiches, wraps, pizzas and en-
trees starting at $7.99, up to $12.99.

I visited with a friend and we 
started with boneless wings, extra 
crispy, as an appetizer. About 10 
boneless wings come in an order, 
and we chose to divide the wings 
among two sauces: House BBQ 
and Honey Sriracha.

The Honey Sriracha was my fa-
vorite of the two. It brought the 
sweet contrasted with a bit of 
spice. The House sauce was also 
good but offered more of the basic 
bbq flavor but would be good for a 
person looking for minimal to no 
spiciness.

For our main entrees, I chose the 
Southwest Rice Bowl, with chick-
en, white rice, black bean salsa, 
bacon, avocado, olives and chipotle 
honey mustard sauce.

I am always leery of “bowls” 
because usually rice is often the 
overwhelming ingredient. While 
that was partly true with this dish, 
it was well balanced with its other 
ingredients. And the overall flavor 
was good, the dish large and the 

lasting feeling not leaving you feel-
ing overly stuffed but comfortable 
and healthy.

My companion chose the Tilapia 
Tacos: flour tortillas with black-
ened tilapia, coleslaw, cilantro and 
lime.

My friend’s first comment was 
“They do not skimp on the fish,” 
which is very true. The tacos were 
overflowing with tilapia.

She also asked for extra coleslaw 
on the side, which they fulfilled—
something that continues to endear 
me to Louie’s—their accommodat-
ing nature, instead of nickling and 
diming the customer.

From previous visits, I know that 
the Veggie pizza, an off-the-menu 
option, is another solid choice.

However, I recently made the 
decision to make a move toward 

veganism, and looking at the menu 
from that perspective, the offerings 
are not many—as is true of the ma-
jority of restaurants. Yet, there are 
a few options, mainly salads, with 
options for substitutions upon re-
quest.

Louie’s is open seven days a 
week, opening at 11 a.m. Mon-
day-Friday, with brunch available 
Saturday-Sunday, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.
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Local Dining

Out & About in
Greater Tulsa

By EMILY RAMSEY
Managing Editor

 

Plus, enjoy speeds up to 45Mbps 
at one all-included price, 
with no extra monthly fees.

$40.00/ mo

Internet 
plan starts at

Internet speeds up to 45Mbps
Wi-Fi Gateway router to connect your devices
AT&T Internet Security Suite—powered by McAfee
Bundle with another qualifying AT&T service and get 
internet for $30/mo.

DIRECTV + Internet + Home Phone                    

Call today and pay less

855-398-8817

$

89.99/ mo

Bundles Starts at

©2017 AT&T Intellectual Property. All rights reserved. AT&T, the AT&T logo, and all other AT&T marks contained herein are trademarks of AT&T Intellectual 
Property and/or AT&T affiliated companies. Subsidiaries and affiliates of AT&T Inc. provide products and services under the AT&T brand. All other trademarks are 
the property of their respective owners.

touch 
& take off!

Over 145 of your favorite channels
Internet speeds up to 45Mbps
A Genie® HD DVR receiver and 3 additional TV 
receiver
HD Included
Phone - With over 25 convenient calling features

Louie’s Grill & Bar Creates Approachable Ambiance

Archer Building Embraces Local in Tulsa Arts District

ANTICIPATED MIXED-USE: A view of the Archer Building, a project 
by the George Kaiser Family Foundation, in the Tulsa Arts District. The 
building sits along Archer Street between Cincinnati and Detroit avenues. 
The mixed-use development is nearly complete with many stores already 
open, including Made, Guitar House of Tulsa and The Goods Bodega.

MAGIC CITY BOOKS: Patrons 
order at the coffee shop inside 
Magic City Books, which opened in 
November in the Archer Building in 
the Tulsa Arts District (formerly the 
Brady Arts District).

FRESH FISH: The Tilapia Tacos 
come filled with blackened tilapia, 
coleslaw and cilantro. 

HAL SMITH RESTAURANTS: A view of the first Louie’s Bar & Grill 
that opened in Greater Tulsa, located at 6310 E. 101st St. The restaurant 
expanded into Jenks and Broken Arrow in 2009. The restaurant chain is 
owned by Hal Smith Restaurants and has 15 total locations throughout 
Oklahoma City and Tulsa metro areas. 
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The Architecture, History, and 
People Who Made Tulsa the
Heart of the Magic Empire. 

MullerhausLegacy.com   |    Facebook.com/MullerhausLegacy

Winner of the 2017 Oklahoma Book Award
for design,  illustr ation & photogr aphy

For more information for wholesale, 
bulk purchases, or signed copies, 

please call Müllerhaus Legacy
at 918-747-0018.

Available in Tulsa’s best book & gi�  
stores, on Amazon, or via email at 
business@mullerhaus.net.

Fun Times at Winterfest
            (Continued from page 3)
Come grab a delicious meal at Breakfast 

with Santa on Saturday, Dec. 9 with the 
whole family. Mr. Claus will be on-site for 
pictures and to hear any last minute gift re-
quests. Admission is $8 per person and reser-
vations are required. Visit www.tulsawinter-
fest.com to save a spot. Breakfast with Santa 
is presented by BlueStone Natural Resources

The season ends with tots battling it out 
during the first Mites on Ice event presented 
by York Plumbing. Watch youngsters aged 
6-8 compete in a friendly hockey competi-
tion on Jan. 6 and 7. The fun starts at 7 a.m. 
on the ice.

In 10 years, attendance for this event has 
soared from 35,000 visitors in 2008 to more 
than 150,000. The seasonal celebration is 
open to the public for 45 days. This season 
guarantees everyone a chance to enjoy skat-
ing beneath Tulsa’s skyline while watching 
free entertainment from the outdoor stage 

and taking in beautiful, gleaming holiday 
lights.

Winterfest 2017 is presented by Arvest 
Bank and co-presented with Toyota. Addi-
tional sponsors include Osage Casino, Cox 
Charities, BlueStone Natural Resources, 
Harsco, ONE Gas, Health Zone at Saint 
Francis, Pepsi and American Waste.  Cox 
Radio, Inc. is the official media partner.

A full Winterfest calendar with prices and 
daily hours of operation is available online at 
www.tulsawinterfest.com.  For more infor-
mation or for group ice skating rates, please 
contact Connie Lytle, Group Sales Coordi-
nator at 918-894-4264 or clytle@smgtulsa.
com.

Visitors can log on to www.downtown-
tulsaok.com to check out the calendar of 
holiday events and plan their trip to down-
town Tulsa. GLOW partners will be posting 
their holiday events and promotions there 
throughout the season.

Explore the History of Tulsa’s Christmas Parade
Tulsa Christmas Parade by Jes-

sica Gullo, published by Arcadia 
Publishing, is currently available 
at arcadiapublishing.com and 
tulsachristmasparade.org.

Since 1926, the Tulsa Christ-
mas Parade has entertained thou-
sands of children and adults year 
after year as it winds through the 
historic streets of downtown Tul-
sa. In its early days, when Tulsa 
was a new town booming with 
rapid growth from the recent 
discovery of oil, the Christmas 

parade quickly became an annu-
al tradition that has continued to 
be a favorite event for the past 
90 years. Throughout part of 
its history, the parade has been 
held at night, and Tulsa and the 
surrounding communities have 
come together to put on elabo-
rate, twinkling displays—full 
of sparkling lights—including 
floats, marching bands, and large 
balloons, culminating each year 
with the guest of honor, Santa 
himself, making a special trip 

from the North Pole all the way 
to Tulsa, Oklahoma.

The book explores the grandeur 
and excitement of Tulsa Christ-
mas Parade’s history against the 
backdrop of one of the largest 
collections of Art Deco architec-
ture in the United States. It also 
includes numerous historic pho-
tos from past parades.

The book’s author, Jessica Gul-
lo, has served as creative director 
for Tulsa Christmas Parade since 
2015 and enjoys researching and 

preserving history for others to 
enjoy. 

Sen. Jim Inhofe (R-OK), who 
wrote the book’s Foreword, 
served as the mayor of Tulsa from 
1978 to 1984 and was a member 
of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives from Oklahoma’s First Dis-
trict from 1987 to 1994. Since 
1994, he has represented Okla-
homa in the U.S. Senate. For al-
most 40 years, Inhofe has been a 
fixture of the parade, riding his 
horse and greeting spectators.

Castle of Muskogee Celebrates with Castle Christmas
The Castle of Muskogee con-

tinues its yearly holiday tradition 
with Castle Christmas and the 
Garden of Lights at Honor Park. 
Both activities are open through 
New Year’s Eve.

Individuals can take a leisurely 
drive for free through the Castle-
ton Village, which is filled with 
thousands of holiday lights and 
displays. While the drive is free, 
donations are accepted. 

Outside of the Castle, guests can 
enjoy rides on an old-fashioned 
hayride and the Castle Train. The 
tractor-drawn hayrides begin in the 
parking lot of the Castle and travel 
through the village on a different 
route from the car drive-through.

Also in the Village area, young 
and older ones may ride holiday 
ponies or Eli’s Camels, a returning 
favorite, around the Village area. 

Children will, no doubt, want to 
visit with Father Christmas, who 
will be at the Castle on select eve-
nings, 6:30-9 p.m.

For additional festivities, inside 
the Castle guests can warm up and 
enjoy a variety of family holiday 
activities, including crafting orna-
ments in Santa’s workshop, candle 
making, plush adoptions and face 
painting. 

In addition, local craftspeople 
will be selling their handmade cre-
ations. Visitors can also purchase 
items from The Christmas Shoppe 
or the Castle Gift Shop for their 
holiday displays or holiday keep-
sakes. 

In the Castle Cafe, individuals 
will find soups, sandwiches, hot 
chocolate and treats.

There will also be complimentary 
holiday movies for the whole fam-
ily to enjoy in Chalice Hall. 

Visit okcastle.com for a complete 
schedule of nightly activities. 

In nearby Honor Heights Park, 
the “Garden of Lights” attracts 
thousands of visitors each year. 

The celebration includes a free 
drive-through display of over a 
million shimmering lights exhibit-
ed throughout the park. Christmas 
lights are placed on trees, bushes 
and structures throughout the park 
to enhance the natural beauty of 
the gardens, waterfalls and ponds. 
Gates open at 6 p.m. nightly.

Castle Christmas and Garden 
of Lights Drive-Through Hours, 
Prices:

Open nightly, 6-10 p.m. through 
New Year’s Eve.

Drive-through displays at both 

locations—free admission, dona-
tions accepted. 

Holiday Activities Inside The 
Castle Hours:

Dec. 15-31, every evening, 6-10 
p.m. 

Visit the Calendar at okcastle.
com for a detailed schedule of 
each night’s activities. 

Prices:
Tractor-drawn Hayrides - De-

parts every half hour; $5 per per-
son, children 12 and under are 
free. Runs Friday-Sunday, weather 
permitting. 

Castle Train – Enjoy the lights 
with a tour from the conductor 
himself; $5 per passenger, kids 
under 1 year old are free. Runs 
nightly through New Year’s Eve, 
weather permitting.

Pony rides – A holiday favor-
ite! $5 per child. Friday-Sunday, 
weather permitting.  

Visit with Father Christmas – 
There is no cost to talk to Father 
Christmas; pictures will be avail-
able for a nominal fee. 

For more information, visit ok-
castle.com or cityofmuskogee.
com.

FATHER CHRISTMAS WISHES: The Castle of Muskogee’s Castle 
Christmas and the Garden of Lights at Honor Park are now open for the 
holidays through New Year’s Eve.

Courtesy photo
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Cancer Treatment Centers of America at 
Southwestern Regional Medical Center in 
Tulsa (CTCA) recently announced two phy-
sician changes: Asha Karippot, M.D., has 
joined the hospital as a medical oncologist 
and hematologist, and Michael Thomas, 
M.D, F.A.C.S., who has been serving as 
acting medical director of surgery, has been 
additionally promoted to medical director of 
breast surgery.  

Karippot is triple board-certified in inter-
nal medicine, medical oncology and hema-
tology. As a medical oncologist and hema-
tologist at CTCA, Karippot sees a variety of 
cancer patients while focusing on patients 
with colon, breast and lung cancer.

After completing her medical degree at 
the University of Calicut in Kerala, India, 
graduating summa cum laude, Karippot 
completed an internship and residency in in-
ternal medicine at Icahn School of Medicine 
at Mount Sinai in New York City. She then 
served as chief fellow while completing a 
fellowship in hematology and oncology at 
Seton Hall University in New Jersey. 

Following graduation, Karippot worked 
in private practice as a medical oncologist 
for five years and served as director of an 
infusion center. She has experience as a 
mentor for medical students, residents and 
nurse practitioners. In addition, she is a 

member of several organizations, includ-
ing the American Society of Hematology, 
the American Society of Clinical Oncology 
and the American Medical Association, and 
she has authored several articles in peer-re-
viewed journals and presented her work at 
national conferences.

Thomas earned a medical degree from the 
University of Arkansas for Medical Scienc-
es in Little Rock, Arkansas, after complet-
ing a bachelor’s degree in respiratory care at 
the University of Central Arkansas. He then 
completed a residency in general surgery at 
the University of Kansas School of Medi-
cine in Wichita, where he trained with breast 
surgeons and helped author a research report 
on aneurysm repair, published in the Annals 
of Vascular Surgery. In 2001, he was voted 
the medical school’s Outstanding Chief Sur-
gical Resident. He joined CTCA in 2006 as 
a general surgeon.

Thomas is board certified in general sur-
gery by the American Board of Surgery 
and is a Fellow of the American College of 
Surgeons. He is a member of the American 
Society of Breast Surgeons, the American 
Medical Association and the Society of Lap-
aroendoscopic Surgeons.

In addition to caring for patients at CTCA, 
Thomas serves as chairman of the Depart-
ment of Surgery at the Oklahoma State 

University Center for Health Sciences. He 
credits his grandmother, a nurse who cared 
for patients with chronic diseases, with in-

spiring his passion for medicine. “I look at 
this not just as a job,” he says. “For me, I 
look at it as a calling.”  
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OSU-CHS Establishes Center 
For Opioid Research, Recovery

The Oklahoma State University Cen-
ter for Health Sciences has announced 
the establishment of the OSU Center for 
Wellness and Recovery to combat the 
impact of opioid addiction in Oklaho-
ma. Drug overdose is the leading cause 
of accidental death in the U.S.

The mission of the OSU Center for 
Wellness and Recovery is to champion 
a comprehensive and multidisciplinary 
approach to addiction and pain manage-
ment through research, education and 
clinical care.

The OSU Center for Wellness and Re-
covery will enable the OSU Center for 
Health Sciences to play an even larger 
role in combating the opioid crisis in 
Oklahoma, says Kayse Shrum, D.O., 
president, OSU Center for Health Sci-
ences and dean, OSU College of Os-
teopathic Medicine. “As an academic 
health center, OSU Center for Health 
Sciences is committed to taking a lead-
ing role in battling the opioid addiction 
epidemic afflicting Oklahomans and 
their families. We have assets such as 
clinical expertise, research capability 
and educational resources that can be 
deployed to help curtail the misuse and 
abuse of opioids.”

In 2014, OSU-CHS was one of the 
first few medical schools nationwide 
to add an Addiction Medicine course to 
its medical school curriculum. In 2016, 
mandated clinical rotations at partnering 
agency 12&12, Inc. were embedded into 
the medical school curriculum. Most 
recently, OSU-CHS launched Project 
ECHO Addiction Clinic to push addic-
tion treatment knowledge and pain man-
agement therapies out to rural areas.

The OSU Center for Wellness and Re-
covery will focus research projects on 
critical areas such as addiction psychol-
ogy, the role of the brain in perceiving 
and managing pain, opioid-related pub-

lic policy, and alternative modalities for 
treating chronic pain.

Opioid Facts
Oklahoma is first in the nation for 

non-medical use of prescription drugs.
In 2015, enough opioids were pre-

scribed in Oklahoma for every adult to 
have 100 pills

More Oklahoma adults age 25-64 die 
of unintentional prescription opioid over-
doses than motor vehicle crashes.

Oklahoma has the 18th highest drug 
overdose death rate in the nation in 2015.

“The state of Oklahoma, like much of 
the nation, is in a crisis because of the 
opioid epidemic,” says Attorney General 
Mike Hunter. “I applaud the OSU Center 
for Health Sciences for being a leader in 
helping us find a solution by investing in 
new research and strategies for preven-
tion and treatment.”

“Our Project ECHO Addiction Clinic 
is uniquely positioned to reach into the 
rural areas hit hardest by opioid depen-
dency. Through ECHO, OSU-CHS is 
using videoconferencing technology to 
equip rural primary care providers with 
the knowledge and the skills they need 
to help their patients manage pain and to 
overcome opioid addiction. This will go 
a long way with increasing patient access 
in rural Oklahoma to addiction treatment 
and pain management services,” says 
Jason Beaman, D.O., chair, Department 
of Psychiatry and Behavioral Science at 
OSU-CHS. 

As part of the overall strategic goals 
for the OSU Center for Wellness and Re-
covery, OSU Center for Health Sciences 
plans to open an addiction clinic in Tulsa 
in 2018, to establish an Addiction Med-
icine Fellowship for the training of fu-
ture addiction specialists, and to conduct 
groundbreaking research in all aspects of 
pain management and addiction.    

CTCA in Tulsa Expands with Oncologist, Surgeon

ASHA KARIPPOT MICHAEL THOMAS
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CIVICS
State of the City:
Building a Globally Competitive, World-Class City
By Mayor G. T. BYNUM

On Nov. 1, I presented my State 
of the City Address to an overflow 
crowd of business leaders, along 
with the Tulsa Regional Cham-
ber. I’m pleased to say we have 
many transformative initiatives 
underway in Tulsa and are mov-
ing full steam ahead on a number 
of fronts.

We have an outstanding City 
Council, and I’m proud of our 
working relationship to get things 
done for Tulsans. Last December, 
the City Council and I adopted a 
new vision statement for the City 
of Tulsa: To build a globally com-
petitive, world-class city. 

We’re renewing a spirit of high 
expectations, starting with the 
City itself. Our goal is to run the 
City like a great business, and it 
starts with our team. Employees 
at the City of Tulsa are incredi-
ble public servants. During icy 
or snowy conditions, our street 
crews clear the way for you to get 
to work safely. Police officers and 
firefighters are selflessly sprinting 
toward danger to keep you safe. 
I’m honored to serve them and be 
a part of their team.

During my first month as may-
or, we convened the Tulsa Com-
mission on Community Policing, 
where everyday citizens work 
with police in making our com-
munity safer. The Commission 
made 77 different recommenda-
tions for policing in Tulsa. We’re 

dedicated to publicly tracking the 
completion of every one of them. 

The following five major areas 
will be a game changer for our 
city: 

Real estate development in the 
city has been too complicated and 
has hurt our ability to grow. So 
we’re starting over with a new 
approach and shifting to self-cer-
tification to help us have one of 
the most innovative development 
processes in the country.

Even though we’ve carried out a 
record amount of street work, our 
streets still need improvements. 
We’re establishing a blue ribbon 
task force to reform our street 
work process. Former Oklahoma 
Secretary of Transportation Gary 
Ridley will lead this effort.

We want Tulsa to be a na-

tional leader and must do bet-
ter to understand what Tulsans 
hope for and expect from living 
here. That’s why we’re partner-
ing with Gallup to establish the 
Gallup-Tulsa Citivoice. We’ll 
measure the most important out-
comes for city residents while 
providing local leaders with in-
sights to build the best city pos-
sible. 

Ron Peters, chairman of the 
Board of County Commissioners 
and I are forming the City-Coun-
ty Parks Realignment Com-
mission. We’re looking to have a 
public and transparent review of a 
potential merger of our parks sys-
tems into one healthy, accessible, 
well-maintained system that can 
endure for future generations of 
Tulsans.

And last, but not least – the 
greatest economic development 
challenge we face today is our 
educational system in Tulsa. If 
we reduce our property-tax to 
pay our teachers a wage to keep 
them here, the state will reduce 
our allocation by an equivalent 
amount. They will punish us for 
trying to help. We’re going to 
change the dynamic in this up-
coming legislative session. We’ll 
try to empower Tulsans to take 
our destiny into our own hands.

I’m asking every family, every 
business owner, every employ-
ee, and every voter to let your 
legislators know – We Want to 
Help! If they will let us, we can 
address this challenge the same 
way we’ve addressed those that 
came before us. 

From Tulsa’s Mayor

Tulsa County and City Unite for Park System
By RON PETERS
Tulsa County Commissioner

Tulsans have long supported 
and appreciated the many fine 
city and county park and recre-
ation facilities. Whether it’s golf 
courses, swimming pools, athletic 
facilities, recreation centers, or 
beautifully maintained gardens, 
Tulsans recognize that parks 
bring an important quality of life 
to everyone. 

In recent years our parks depart-
ments have been faced with seri-
ous financial challenges brought 
about by changes in our econo-
my and the cost to maintain and 
upkeep our park assets.  With the 
soon to open Gathering Place and 
the improvements made at River 
Parks, Tulsa County citizens will 
soon have four park systems to 
support. 

It is against this backdrop that 
Mayor G.T. Bynum and I recently 
announced the formation of the 
City-County Parks Realignment 
Commission to identify duplica-
tion within the City and Coun-
ty park systems and potentially 
align services. The Commission 
is composed of several commit-
ted parks experts and supporters 
to look at the optimization of park 
systems into one that is sustain-
able and can be enjoyed by future 
generations of Tulsans.

In fact, a few years ago, the fu-
ture viability of our parks systems 
motived a private sector group, 
Tulsa’s Leadership Vision, Inc. 

(TLV) to privately fund a compre-
hensive assessment to examine 
how the City and County could 
realign park operations if the de-
cision was made to do so. 

GreenPlay, LLC, a Colora-
do-based national parks manage-
ment firm was retained to gather 
the facts and data about our city 
and county parks, to inventory the 
assets, to look at other successful 
models of park management from 
across the country, and to recom-
mend a master plan for a viable 
and sustainable metro parks sys-
tem.  GreenPlay has a deep under-
standing of the Tulsa parks sys-
tem, having developed the City of 
Tulsa’s Parks Master Plan in 2010

The information compiled by 
GreenPlay should be helpful to 
the Commission as we begin our 
discussion where we go from here. 

It is certain that the Realignment 
Commission will be looking for 
ways to increase efficiency for 
both City and County park sys-
tems. For example, are there op-
portunities to:  

Either reduce or eliminate un-
derutilized facilities?

Outsource duplicative or inef-
fective services?

Reorganize and/or form shared 
joint services or partnerships?

Realize the needed revenue to 
support park operations?

Considering that the citizens of 
Tulsa County will have four park 
systems, each of which depends 
upon private donations and pub-
lic support, public operated park 
systems will continue to be faced 
with difficult decisions on how to 
maintain a sustainable and attrac-
tive parks system that meets the 
needs of the public. 

I believe the City-County Parks 
Realignment Commission is the 
right approach at the right time. 

 

COMMISSIONER
RON PETERS

From Tulsa County

COUNCIL OAK CEREMONY:  
The Council Oak Ceremony was 
held at Council Oak Park at 1730 
S. Cheyenne Ave in October in re-
membrance of the 1834 removal of 
the Locv Pokv people of the Mus-
cogee (Creek) Nation, who arrived 
in Indian Territory in 1836.   In the 
photo is Chief James Floyd with 
Miss Muscogee (Creek) Nation rep-
resentatives. In an act proclaiming 
their arrival and establishing their 
new home, the Locv Pokv placed 
ashes, from their original fire, at the 
base of the towering oak tree in the 
background, which overlooks the 
Arkansas River.   

WILLIAMS LODGE AT THE 
GATHERING PLACE: Williams 
Lodge is one of the many struc-
tures at A Gathering Place for Tul-
sa that is continuing to take shape. 
The Lodge will serve as the Wel-
come Center for the park. The park 
is planned to open in the spring/
summer.

RIP STELL for GTR Newspapers

www.viplimo.net
mailto:ccampbell@farmersagent.com
agents.farmers.com/ccampbell
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OSUIT Renovates Historic Building in Downtown Okmulgee
The Oklahoma State University Institute 

of Technology Grand Old Post Office Stu-
dent Housing, a project that took nearly 
three years to complete, opened its doors 
to the public recently after a grand opening 
dedication and ribbon-cutting ceremony.

The Grand Old Post Office, or GOPO, is 
the newest university housing option for 
students attending OSU Institute of Tech-
nology, but it’s no ordinary residence hall.

The GOPO is located in downtown Ok-
mulgee at the corner of Grand Avenue and 
5th Street. The loft-style housing was orig-
inally a two-building complex built in 1918 
and 1919. The earliest building was the 
home of Okmulgee’s first post office.

After several years of planning, design, 
construction and restoration, the 38-unit 
building, which can house 75 students, was 
opened to the public to witness the exten-
sive renovation before students move in on 
Jan. 3.

A standing-room-only crowd participated 
in the building dedication before hundreds 
of Okmulgee residents, OSUIT employ-
ees, and future tenants toured the GOPO’s 
lofts and flats, with no two units alike. The 
tiled lobby with grand staircase, community 
kitchen, two-story light wells and common 
areas were featured spaces of the tour.

“This project has been an absolute joy to 
work on. It’s a true joy to turn it over to the 
community to show it off,” said OSUIT 
President Bill R. Path. “When we first toured 
the building there was nothing grand about 
it, but now it deserves the name ‘grand.’”

Architects and construction crews went to 
great lengths to preserve, restore and reuse 
as much of the original building as possible.

Throughout the GOPO, elements of the 
nearly century-old structure remain, such as 
doors and doorframes, post office boxes and 
exposed brick walls within the apartments. 
Other elements were repurposed including 
skylights, sliding firewalls, and lumber and 
ceiling slates.

David Lawson, of Flintco Construction, 
was the project manager and said the GOPO 
project was unlike anything he’d ever 

worked on. And like some individuals in the 
community, he had his doubts that it would 
work.

“When I walked in the building for the first 
time last June, I had my doubts about what 
we could and would be able to do. When 
I think back to where we started, I realize 
how far we’ve come,” Lawson said. “This 
project kept us on our toes. I’m incredibly 
proud of what we’ve accomplished. It was 
an awesome and once-in-a-lifetime experi-
ence.”

The entire project, from purchase to com-
pletion, cost $10.5 million.

“Not a single dollar of taxpayer money 
was used in this building,” Path said, adding 
that student rental income as well as private 
funding will pay for the project.

Mark Mabrey, vice president of lending 
at Mabrey Bank and chairman of the OS-
UIT PROUD campaign, said that a lot has 
changed in Okmulgee in the past few years 
as a spark of excitement and revitalization 
has hit the community, due in large part to 
OSUIT’s investment in downtown.

“I’ve never seen so much orange in Ok-
mulgee,” Mabrey said. “As an Okmulgee 
native, I just want to say how proud I am 
of OSUIT and the Okmulgee community. 
It’s a large step toward becoming a vibrant 
community.”

Currently, the OSUIT PROUD campaign 
has raised $2.9 million of its $3 million 
goal, with donations still being accepted 
through the end of December.

Choosing to have OSUIT’s next student 
housing complex located in downtown Ok-
mulgee and not on campus was not a deci-
sion taken lightly, Path said.

“This was not a simple project. If we had 
spent the money on a residence hall on cam-
pus, we would have fixed our student hous-
ing issue, but we wouldn’t have helped the 
community. It wouldn’t have spurred devel-
opment of new downtown apartments and 
restaurants and businesses,” he said. “The 
town needs our students, and the students 
need our town.”

Okmulgee Mayor Steve Baldridge said the 

GOPO is a great example of the Okmulgee 
Rising movement.

“This is a beautiful building that is 
ready for the next 100 years. OSUIT is a 

life-changer to thousands of students, and 
we want to be a part of that,” Baldridge 
said. “We welcome OSUIT to downtown, 
the heart of our community.”

NEW STUDENT HOUSING: Oklahoma State University Institute of Technology repre-
sentatives, including OSUIT President Bill R. Path, center, and community stakeholders 
celebrate the opening of the Grand Old Post Office Student Housing, located in downtown 
Okmulgee. The loft-style housing was originally a two-building complex built in 1918 and 
1919 that served as Okmulgee’s first post office.

Steadman Upham Receives
Posthumous Recognition

The University of Tulsa President Emeritus 
Steadman Upham has been posthumously 
elected as a Fellow of the American Associa-
tion for the Advancement of Science.

Upham had been nominated by colleagues 
at Ohio State University, Pennsylvania State 
University and The Field Museum of Natu-
ral History for the award, which is reserved 
for a “member whose efforts on behalf of the 
advancement of science or its applications 
are scientifically or socially distinguished,” 
according to the association.

In July, however, the TU family was deeply 
saddened by Upham’s sudden passing. 

This latest recognition speaks to his out-
standing academic work in the field of an-
thropology and his dedication to his students, 

notes TU President Gerard Clancy.
“At TU, Stead was first and always a schol-

ar who enjoyed exploring, discovering and 
learning about a myriad of topics and then 
sharing that knowledge with others. He was 
a renowned researcher on other continents 
and a beloved faculty member at other uni-
versities long before transitioning to lead-
ership posts that led him to Tulsa. His con-
tributions to scientific fields will be forever 
remembered thanks, in part, to this signifi-
cant distinction.”

Upham’s family plans to attend the Fellows 
Forum in February to accept the AAAS cer-
tificate and rosette on his behalf. A complete 
list of this year’s honorees appears in the 
Nov. 24 edition of Science magazine.

BAH-RAH 2017: In November, the Tulsa Regional Chamber of Commerce held its 
annual BAH-RAH 2017 event, featuring 75 Tulsa restaurants and businesses. Pic-
tured, from left, are Miss Helen’s Private School directors Jayme Wingo-Baker and 
Christi Ray and Lead Kindergarten Teacher Stephanie Byrne.

GTR Newspapers Photo

Courtesy OSUIT
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Teddy Girma, an adult student 
in Tulsa Tech’s Heating, Ventila-
tion and Air-Con-
ditioning program 
(HVAC), is one 
of Tulsa Tech’s 
latest scholarship 
recipients thanks 
to a grant offered 
by the Oklahoma 
Mechanical In-
spectors Associa-
tion (OMIA). 

“I feel very 
honored, and ex-
tremely blessed 
to have received 
this scholarship,” 
Girma says. “It 
couldn’t have 
happened at a 
better time, so I 
am truly thankful 
to the Oklahoma 
Mechanical In-
spectors Associ-
ation and to my 
instructor Mr. 
Hawley for every-
thing they have 
done to help me.”

Girma was awarded the schol-
arship in early November, a gift 
which originated with a sugges-
tion from OMIA Treasurer Eric 
Blalock.

“Our organization had offered 
scholarships in the past,” says 
Blalock. “I thought it was an idea 
worth re-visiting, so we put some 
materials together and presented 
it to the committee, and they vot-
ed to approve.”

According to Blalock, OMIA 
feels it is important to support Ca-
reer Tech students in their pursuit 
of technical training, and the or-
ganization plans on continuing to 
offer the scholarship in the future.

“Our goal is to offer the schol-
arship each year,” Blalock says. 

“Our plan is to provide the schol-
arship with funds generated from 

our annual con-
ferences, along 
with the sales of 
code books.”

Girma, a native 
Ethiopian who 
arrived in the 
United States at 
age 13, became 
an American 
citizen in 2012 
and was a for-
mer undergrad 
at Oral Roberts 
University be-
fore eventually 
discovering just 
how much he en-
joys working to 
solve mechanical 
issues.

“I really enjoy 
diagnosing and 
repairing me-
chanical prob-
lems,” Girma 
says. “It’s almost 
like a puzzle to 

me: the process of troubleshoot-
ing, finding the exact problem 
and fixing it. I was fortunate to 
have the opportunity to study at a 
university, but there is something 
that I really enjoy about technical 
training.”

Tulsa Tech’s HVAC program al-
lows students to design and install 
heating, ventilation, and air-con-
ditioning systems, troubleshoot 
electrical problems, and interpret 
blueprints to customize HVAC 
controls in a residential or com-
mercial setting. Girma hopes to 
steer his career toward the area 
of the industry that focuses on the 
efficiency of systems and utilizes 
related alternative energy sourc-
es.  

“Efficiency is probably one 

of my main areas of interest in 
HVAC,” he says. “Exploring what 
changes can be made to a certain 
system, or to a house, that will 
improve the overall efficiency of 
the residence.”

Tulsa Tech is the oldest and larg-
est technology center in Oklaho-
ma’s nationally-acclaimed Career 
Tech system. The school endeav-
ors to provide affordable, indus-
try-standard technical training in 
an engaging, innovative learning 
environment, where students ben-
efit from instructors with years of 
valuable industry experience.

Students have access to over 90 
full-time career majors, all de-
signed to help them upgrade job 
skills or retrain for a new career 
in a short amount of time. Tul-
sa Tech is a highly-diversified 
institution that rivals the com-
plexities of many colleges and 
universities and serves as a link 
between students and the devel-
oping economy of the Tulsa met-
ro area.  

Strong partnerships with busi-
nesses and industry organizations 
in the region create unique op-
portunities for student placement, 
work-based experiences and ca-
reer-related scholarships.

“I would encourage adult stu-
dents to explore the many pro-
grams available at Tulsa Tech,” 
says Girma. “It offers great in-
structors and the latest equipment, 
and for me it has been a fantastic 
opportunity to pursue my new ca-
reer.”

If you’re currently looking for 
exciting classes for adult and high 
school students, quality custom-
ized corporate training, or are 
determined to begin a new career, 
Tulsa Tech invites you to visit to-
day. For more information, please 
call 918-828-5000 or visit online 
at tulsatech.edu.

Student Wins Scholarship to Pursue Mechanical Interest
 December 2017 GREATER TULSA REPORTER NEWSPAPERS Page 13

  GTR Newspapers: Oklahoma’s Largest Monthly News Group

News From
Tulsa Tech

By DR. STEVE TIGER
Superintendent

T R A I N  F O R  A  C A R E E R  I N  
H E A T I N G ,  V E N T I L A T I O N 
&  A I R  C O N D I T I O N I N G

Broken Arrow Campus 
4000 W. Florence St.

Lemley Memorial Campus 
3420 S. Memorial Dr.

Owasso Campus 
10800 N. 140 E. Ave.

Peoria Campus 
3850 N. Peoria Ave.

Riverside Campus 
801 E. 91st St.

Sand Springs Campus 
924 E. Charles Page Blvd.

(918) 828-5000
info@tulsatech.edu

A T  T U L S A  T E C H ,  W E  H E L P  S T U D E N T S  G E T  
O N  T H E  P A T H  T O  A  S U C C E S S F U L  C A R E E R .
Prepare for your future and learn the skills to achieve your goals. Apply online  

at tulsatech.edu/apply or for more information, call (918) 828-5000.

» Over 90 Career Majors     » State-of-the-Art Classes & Labs      
» No Tuition for H.S. Students     » Affordable Tuition for Adults

Downtown Tulsa    918-GET-HERE

PREPARING TULSA’SPREPARING TULSA’S

TEACHERS
With qualified, well-prepared teachers in high demand, Oklahoma State 
University-Tulsa’s elementary education program is ready to meet the 
challenge. Our nationally-accredited program is guided by experienced 
faculty who are invested in the success of their students. Students learn 
research-based teaching strategies and apply them in extensive field 
experiences with mentorship by faculty and K-12 educators, so they 
graduate with the confidence and skills needed to step into any classroom. 
OSU-Tulsa offers: 

   • Scholarships for elementary education majors that may allow them to 
      graduate debt-free
   • Hybrid classes, a combination of on-campus and online, to accommodate 
      busy schedules while providing crucial interactive learning engagements 
      both online and in person.
   • Personal academic advising support from pre-admission to graduation

For more information about earning an OSU elementary 
education degree in Tulsa, visit OSUinTulsa.com/education. 

TECHNICAL SKILLS: Teddy Girma, an adult student in Tulsa 
Tech’s Heating, Ventilation and Air-Conditioning program (HVAC), 
was recently awarded a scholarship from the Oklahoma Mechanical 
Inspectors Association. 

Courtesy Tulsa Tech

mailto:828-5000info@tulsatech.eduAT
mailto:828-5000info@tulsatech.eduAT
mailto:828-5000info@tulsatech.eduAT
mailto:828-5000info@tulsatech.eduAT
www.noc.edu
tulsatech.edu
osuintulsa.com/education
osuintulsa.com
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OWASSO NEWS
Owasso Resident Craig Day 
Discusses Long News Career
By BLAKE AUSTYN
Contributing Writer

Sixteen-year Owasso resi-
dent and KOTV News on 6 An-
chor Craig Day’s broadcasting 
days began in his teens when he 
worked as a radio disc jockey. 
Thirty years later, Day, a native 
of Seminole, Oklahoma, remains 
in the industry, his past 15 years 
with KOTV.

Day also volunteers as a narra-
tor for the Oklahoma Library for 
the Blind. 

What influenced your decision 
to pursue a career in broadcast 
journalism?

I grew up in a household that 
always seemed to have the news 
on, so exposure to coverage of 
news and being informed about 
current events started at a young 
age.

What does a day at work look 
like for you?

When I get to work each day, 
I immediately begin taking a 
look at what we’re covering and 
searching to find stories I think 
may be interesting for view-
ers. At 2 p.m., we have an edi-
torial meeting where reporters, 
photographers, managers, and 
anchors provide story ideas for 
managers and producers to con-
sider for inclusion in the news-
cast. From there, I am typically 
involved in recording promos 
for the newscasts, recording ra-
dio newscasts, and reviewing 
news copy. I often work with 

reporters on scripts and provide 
feedback to reporters and photo-
journalists. 

However, when there’s break-
ing news, you can throw that all 
out the window! I may be at our 
breaking news desk, in front of 
the camera for hours, doing cut-
ins on air, or going live on our 
webpage or social media to pro-
vide the most current information 
to viewers.

 
What do you enjoy most about 

your job?
First, I can think of no other 

job where I’ve had the chance to 
meet so many people with such 
varied backgrounds. 

I’m a “people-person.” Being 
in this profession gives me the 
opportunity to meet so many in-
teresting people whom I would 
otherwise never have the chance 
to meet. 

Second, I love to write and the 
creative process of writing and 
starting with an idea for a story at 
the beginning of the day and then 
making it happen (with the help 
of great photojournalists!).

Have you always lived in Okla-
homa and what has caused you to 
remain in the state?

I have lived in Oklahoma my 
entire life, except for five years 
when I worked in Shreveport, 
Louisiana. 

My roots are in Oklahoma and 
run deep here. Family is very 
important to me, and my family 
is here. My family homesteaded 
to western Oklahoma and lived 

in sod houses. I also admire the 
characteristics and values that 
Oklahomans have: they are hard 
working, humble and resilient. 

 
What has caused you to volun-

teer as a narrator for the Oklaho-
ma Library for the Blind for the 
past 15 years?

I have had several family mem-
bers who have lost their vision. 
With my experience in radio and 
television, I thought it would be 
a good fit to help in this way. Ev-
ery person has at least one skill 
that could, in the right situation, 
be used to make a positive differ-
ence–this is my way of trying to 
do that. 

CRAIG DAY

Holly Trolley reTurns

The Holly Trolley has returned 
to Owasso for its 11th holiday 

shopping season, running Nov. 
24-Dec. 23. The free service al-
lows shoppers to park their cars 
and ride the trolley from one 
shopping destination to another. 

The old-time trolley car will 
run 10 a.m.-4 p.m on Nov. 24, 
25, Dec. 2, 9, 16, 23.

The Holly Trolley’s 12 stops 
on its route are: 

• Academy Sports + Outdoors 
• Baja Jacks 
• Bath & Body Works 

• Best Buy 
• Hibbett Sports 
• JCPenney’s
• Lowe’s 
• Main Street Owasso CNG 

Station 
• McAlister’s Deli
• PetSmart 
• Sam’s Club 
• Surcee

“Holly Trolley Stops Here” 
signs can be found in front of 
each business pick-up and drop-
off location. 

HAPPY HOLIDAYS: Owasso’s Holly Trolley runs through Dec. 23 
to help ease traffic congestion during the holiday shopping season.

Courtesy photo

Courtesy photo

wearestrongerthanms.org
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OWASSO NEWS

By EMILY RAMSEY
Managing Editor

The Questers was founded by 
Jessie Elizabeth Bardens in 1944 
in Pennsylvania. For the group’s 
first meeting, Bardens asked 14 
people to bring a sandwich and an 
antique, notes Sharon Scott, first 
vice president of the Oklahoma 
State Questers.

When asked how to define a 
“quester,” Bardens replied: “A 
Quester is a socially well-adjusted 
intelligent person who has curios-
ity, enthusiasm, imagination and a 
good memory. 

“Without memory, we have no 
past and without imagination, no 
future.”

Therefore, the International 
Questers focus is on the preserva-

tion, restoration, and education of 
antiquities and historic buildings 
and sites.

The organization has chapters 
within 43 states in addition to two 
chapters in Canadian provinc-
es, with a total of approximately 
10,000 members. 

Oklahoma has seven total chap-
ters in Bartlesville, Claremore, 
Edmond and Tulsa. Tulsa is home 
to three Questers chapters.

Scott has been a member of one 
of the Tulsa chapters for about 15 
years.

Projects her chapter has been in-
volved with include the home of 
Gordon W. “Pawnee Bill” Lillie, 
known as the Pawnee Bill Man-
sion, located in Pawnee, Oklaho-
ma.

Pawnee Bill was a Wild West 

entertainer who completed his 14-
room home in Pawnee in 1910.

The Tulsa chapter, with the help 
of the other local chapters, spent 
close to $6,500 to create and in-
stall early-era light fixtures on the 
mansion’s front porch and to re-
store a painting of Pawnee Bill’s 
wife, May Lillie.

While many individuals may 
view the Questers as a group fo-
cused on antiques, “this is also 
about restoration and preservation 
of historic buildings,” says Scott.

The chapters also hold monthly 
meetings focused on historic or 
antiquity subjects.

For more information on joining 
an area Questers chapter, email ss-
cottsphr@cox.net. To learn more 
about the International Questers, 
visit questers1944.org.
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RESTORED PAINTING: The 
portrait of Pawnee Bill’s wife, 
May Lillie, that the area Questers 
chapters paid to have restored. The 
Questers’ mission is the preserva-
tion, restoration, and education of 
antiquities and historic buildings.

ORGANIZATION VALUES HISTORY: Members of the area 
Questers chapters stand at the Pawnee Bill Mansion in Pawnee, Okla-
homa, which was the home of Wild West entertainer Pawnee Bill and 
his wife. The area Questers have spent close to $6,500 to create and 
install early-era light fixtures on the mansion’s front porch and to re-
store a painting of Pawnee Bill’s wife, May Lillie.

QuesTers Aim To Preserve HisTory

Courtesy photo

OWASSO GRADUATE: U.S. Air 
Force National Guard Airman 1st Class 
Brendan W. Hall graduated from basic 
military training at Joint Base San Anto-
nio-Lackland, San Antonio, Texas. Hall 
is a 2014 Owasso High School graduate.

The airman completed an intensive, 
eight-week program that included train-
ing in military discipline and studies, 
Air Force core values, physical fitness, 
and basic warfare principles and skills.

Airmen who complete basic training 
also earn four credits toward an associ-
ate in applied science degree through the 
Community College of the Air Force.

Hall is the son of Dan and Andrine 
Hall of Owasso and grandson of Glen 
Wheeler and Dan Hall of Billings, 
Missouri.

Courtesy U.S. Air Force

DownTown ConsTruCTion

SEVEN6MAIN IN REDBUD: 
A groundbreaking was held Nov. 28 
for Seven6Main, a 41,000-square-
foot mixed-use project that will 
sit on the southeast corner of 76th 
Street North and Main Street.

The three-story building will 
bring first-floor restaurants and 
retail spaces second-floor office 
space, and third-floor upscale res-
idential apartments.

SMOKE. Woodfire Grill on Tul-
sa’s Cherry Street has signed on 
as one of the restaurants opening 
in the development and will fea-

ture indoor and outdoor dining, the 
restaurant’s signature cigar lounge 
with well-appointed humidor, and 
a full-service bar. Also on the first 
floor of the project will be addi-
tional eateries and retail.

The development was designed 
by Selser Schaefer Architects, a 
firm specializing in structures that 
connect people and help create a 
community. Selser Schaefer has 
worked on other projects in the 
area, including the Hardesty Arts 
Center, Tulsa Ballet and the TCC 
Center for Creativity.

www.gtrnews.com
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SPORTS
Adam Pleskach, Dennis Brown at Home in Tulsa
By GLENN HIBDON
GTR Sports Writer

 
 They say “home is where the heart is.” If 

that’s the case, then both Adam Pleskach and 
Dennis Brown belong squarely in Tulsa.

 Both are familiar faces of Tulsa Oilers fans. 
Both have established permanent residences 
in T-Town and both want to bring their adopt-
ed city an ECHL championship.
  Right  winger  Pleskach,  now  in  his  fifth 

season with the Oilers, has been appointed 
team captain for the first time. Brown, a de-
fenseman in his third year with the franchise, 
has fallen in love with Green Country and the 
people who support him, on and off the ice.

 “I was very surprised coming from Cali-
fornia. I expected a small town and a country 
atmosphere, but I felt right at home,’’ says 
Brown, who hails from Cypress, California. 
“I’ve lived in Nebraska and Kansas, but Tul-
sa is a bigger town, and I like the weather and 
friendly people.’’

 Pleskach’s journey to Oklahoma began in 
Beausejour, Manitoba, and led to his mar-
riage and buying a home in Broken Arrow.

 “Broken Arrow is my home now and I like 
being here,’’ says Pleskach, “I want to stay. 
The fans have always been great to me, and 
I have good friends here. They’re like my 
family.’’

  The 29-year-old 6-foot-2, 195 pound jour-
neyman has settled down after playing 266 
games with 116 goals and 210 points for the 
Oilers through mid-November. Former Oiler 
Ryan Cramer, who lives not far from Ple-
skach, introduced him to his wife, Jocelyn.

 “She went to ORU and is now a third 
grade teacher at Jenks,’’ Pleskach says. “Tul-
sa is special to her because her parents met 
at ORU. We have a good commitment from 
friends here, even with people outside of 
hockey. We’re plugged in well with the com-
munity.’’

  A sign of domestic bliss for both Pleskach 
and Brown comes in the form of their house-
hold pets. Pleskach has a cat named Danny 
while Brown’s dog is called Jackson.  

 “We adopted Jackson, a black lab, retriev-
er, Great Dane mix,’’ says Brown, who lives 
in a downtown Tulsa apartment with his fian-
cé, Kristi. “We got him out of an animal shel-
ter and it’s unbelievable how much he loves 
us and how well he listens.’’

While the 28-year-old Brown nurtures 
Jackson, he says the Oilers extended family 
sees to his needs and those of the other play-
ers. It’s an arrangement that brings out the 
best on both sides of the glass.

 “We have a growing relationship with a lot 
of fans and good families who go out of their 
way to take care of us,’’ Brown says. “We 
feel very comfortable here because they do 
great things for us and don’t ask for much in 
return.’’ 

 As a 5-11, 185 pound D-man, Brown has 
played 130 games for the Oilers through 
mid-November with 10 goals and 49 points. 
He earned his degree in finance from Western 
Michigan University and met his future wife 
there. Kristi works in accounting at the Mayo 
Hotel in Tulsa with Brown spending his sum-
mers driving shuttle buses for the Mayo and 
the Aloft hotels.

 Brown wants to have a family and coach 
hockey after his playing days are over. He 
says Kristi loves Tulsa and “I could see my-
self living here.’’

  Meanwhile, Pleskach earned a degree in 
economics from American International Uni-
versity and works for York Plumbing in the 
offseason. However, his future may not in-
clude hockey.

 “I’m looking at a lot of different things. 
The oil industry is picking back up and the 
health care industry is interesting in Tulsa,’’ 
says Pleskach, who is still working toward 
his green card. “I don’t see myself getting 
into coaching.

 “My ultimate goal is to win here and it 
would be pretty special because Tulsa is 
home to me now. It would be a really cool 
thing for the city.’’

 Neither Pleskach nor Brown deny they 
want to move up to the AHL before their ca-
reers end, and they agree winning the ECHL 

championship would enhance the opportuni-
ty. Brown says the Oilers work smart togeth-
er with good camaraderie and chemistry.

 “My personal goal is to be a good team-
mate and make people around me better, says 
Brown. “I made the NCAA tournament two 
years in a row in college, and I had a strong 
first season in Tulsa. That’s the highlight of 
my pro career and gave me the opportunity 
I have today.’’

  While waiting patiently for his break to 
come, Brown spends his down time taking 
Jackson to the dog park and playing his gui-
tar. Pleskach counters by playing golf ev-
ery chance he gets. One thing they do have 
in common is trying to make the Oilers the 
ECHL’s best team.

 “We have guys with good hockey sense. 
They think the game well and execute,’’ 
Brown  says.  “I definitely  feel  that  I’m  in  a 
leadership role. I’m always looking to help 
the young guys who are new in town.’’   

 In one way, Pleskach already considers 
himself a winner in Tulsa.
  “I  got married  here  and  bought my  first 

house,’’ he says. “But we (the Oilers) missed 
the playoffs two years in a row and that’s dis-
appointing. This year we have a fresh start 
with a new coach (Rob Murray), and we have 
a lot on the horizon for us.

 “We’re playing a better defensive game 
than we have before. We’re allowing fewer 
goals and I’m happy with our start (to the 
season). We’re pushing to be better every 
day. My role over the last few years has been 
scoring goals, but I’ve rounded out my game 
a lot.’’

  He may be slick on an ice rink, but one 
of the biggest challenges now facing Ple-
skach is becoming a tried and true Okla-
homan.

“Manitoba will always be home, but I 
want to stay in Tulsa,’’ he says. “I have good 
friends here. They’re my family now.’’

ADAM PLESKACH DENNIS BROWN
 

LEADING RUSHER:  D’Angelo Brewer joined the Tulsa football team in 2014 
after graduating from Tulsa Central High School. As a senior, he gained 262 rush-
ing yards against Louisiana–Lafayette on Sept. 9. During the 2017 regular season, 
Brewer ranked fifth among all Division I FBS players with 1,517 rushing yards. On 
Nov. 16, 2017, in a game against South Florida, Brewer surpassed Marlon Mack to 
become the American Athletic Conference’s all-time leading rusher and surpassed 
Tarrion Adams to become Tulsa’s all-time leading rusher. He gained 837 rushing 
yards as a sophomore in 2015 and 1,435 as a junior in 2016. On Sept. 24, 2016, he 
rushed for 252 yards against Fresno State.

HARRY LENTZ for GTR Newspapers

tulsahurricane.com
allstarsportscomplex.com
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Regent Student Wins 3rd Cross Country Title

By MIKE MOGUIN
Sports Writer

Ellie Gilbreath won her third 
straight Class 2A state champi-
onship in girls’ cross country in 
October in Shawnee. But this one 
was special compared to the oth-
ers.

Gilbreath, a junior at Regent 
Preparatory, did not have to per-
severe through nagging pain as 
she had to the previous seasons.
“This  is  the  first  season  that  I 

have been completely injury-free, 
because I have had shin splints 
in the past,” says Gilbreath, who 
also runs track and plays soccer 
in the spring. “Normally, I get 
real bad shin splints in track and 
in cross country. They’ve always 
kind of flared up  toward  the  end 
of the season. But, this year, I was 
able to train hard the whole sea-
son.”

Running the 2-Mile (3200-Me-
ter),  Gilbreath  finished  the  race 
in a time of 11:28.63, winning 
by 35.28 seconds against run-
ner-up Zoee Weaver of Beaver 
(12:03.91).

“It felt really good,” says Gil-
breath, now a 3-time state cham-
pion.  “Definitely,  my  hard  work 
paid off. It’s just really nice 
knowing that the whole season 
had a really good ending. Proba-
bly my favorite, so far.

“I prayed a lot. I put it all in 
God’s hands, and I trained proba-

bly harder than I ever have. Being 
injury-free definitely helped.”

Natalia Cleveland, a freshman 
who took 11th with a time of 
12:55.93, was also a boost for 
Gilbreath.

“She really motivated me to 
work hard,” Gilbreath says. “It 
was really nice having her in 
practice every day, pushing me, 
and  I  definitely  think  she  helped 
me run as well as I did.”

Running is not something Gil-
breath has always done. She 
took it up in the seventh grade 
but never trained because she 
had been involved in ice skating 
most of her life at that point. But 
her skills on the rink helped her 
excel.
“I  think  it  definitely  did,”  Gil-

breath says. “That’s probably 
what made me able to run so well 
in middle school without training 
for running, because it is actually 
really hard, and it takes a lot of 
aerobic strength.”

Although she only does it every 
once in a while, Gilbreath is ex-
pected to participate in a Christ-
mas program this month at the 
BOK Center.
“Well,  I  definitely  know  that 

God has blessed me with natural 
talent. I do work hard,” she says.

It was Gilbreath’s freshman year 
when things took off for her on 
the trail.

“That’s when I actually started 
running mileage and training,” 

she says. “Ever since freshman 
year, I have run more and more 
and have gotten more competi-
tive. My favorite thing is the feel-
ing after the race. It’s so nice to 
see that your hard work has paid 
off. It’s just very rewarding.”

Outside of Regent Prep, Gil-
breath also runs with the Jenks 

America Track Club. She ran in a 
national meet in Ohio, the week-
end before Thanksgiving.

Gilbreath also won a state track 
title in the 2-Mile run last spring 
and finished runner-up  the previ-
ous two years.

Next year, she hopes to success-
fully get the four-peat.

L. Christian 
Boys, BKHS 
Girls Winners

Lincoln Christian won its fourth 
straight state title in Class 4A 
with senior Luke Murphy win-
ning as an individual. The Eagles 
captured the team championship 
with 44 points, beating Betha-
ny  who  finished  with  111.  Mur-
phy took top individual medalist 
honors with a time of 16:29.70. 
Finishing behind him in second 
was Michael Gates (3:20.53), of 
Weatherford.

Other Lincoln Christian run-
ners were seniors Preston Turner 
(third, 16:50.06), Brock Sherwin 
(10th, 17:19.59), Harison Mi-
chael (13th, 17:27.89), freshman 
Josiah Antis (17th, 17:50.25) and 
sophomore Nate Gibson (23rd, 
18:06.19).

One week later in Edmond, 
Bishop Kelley took home the 
Class 5A girls championship 
with 55 points. Runner-up Clare-
more was second with 67 points. 
Highest  individual  finisher  was 
junior  Tess  Crosley,  who  fin-
ished the 5K run with a time of 
20:09.03. Sophomore Sara Cros-
ley (ninth, 20:22.77), junior Jenna 
Swords (11th, 20:28.98), senior 
Mary Ziegler (16th, 20:37.77), 
freshman Abigail Hills (19th, 
20:49.13) and sophomore Shelby 
Peck (25th, 21:01.77).

 
 

ELLIE GILBREATH: She won her third straight state championship 
in Class 2A cross country in October.

Junior Ellie Gilbreath 
Sets Pace Again in 
3200-Meter Run

COWBOY TOUCHDOWN:  Tulsa Booker T. Washington graduate Justice Hill runs for 
a touchdown against Oklahoma in the Sooners’ 62-52 win in Stillwater this season.  Hill 
was the Big 12 Newcomer of the Year his freshman season.  OSU will play Virginia Tech, 
coached by Union High School graduate Justin Fuente, in the Camping World Bowl in 
Orlando, Florida, Dec. 28.

ROUTE 66 MARATHON: The 2017 Williams Route 66 Marathon, held Nov. 17-18 in 
Tulsa, was another success. More than 10,000 runners from all 50 states and more than 10 
countries swarmed the streets of Tulsa for the nationally-known event.

HARRY LENTZ for GTR Newspapers

Courtesy photo

mailto:pinlady@aol.com
www.positivepins.com
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GTR 2017 COMPOSITE FOOTBALL SCHEDULE
DATE VISITOR HOME
Aug. 31 Tulsa 24 OSU 59
 Washburn 31 NSU 7
Sept. 1 Bishop Kelley 48 Edison 14
 Bixby 35 Jenks 18
 BT Washington 27 Midwest City 24
 Union 38 Euless Trinity 7
 Southlake Carroll 21 Broken Arrow 14
 Owasso 56 Bartlesville 14
 Claremore 49 East Central 0
 McLain 18,  Webster 13
 Okmulgee 46,  Will Rogers 0
 Holland Hall 21 Cascia Hall 7
 Victory Christian 47 Bristow 21
 Jones 60 Lincoln Christian 34
 Tahl. Seqouyah 55 NOAH 6
Sept. 2 Utep 7 OU 56
 Florida A&M 7 Arkansas 49
 New Mexico M.I. 7 NEO 40
Sept. 7  NSU 10 Lindenwood 49
 Union 59 Jenks 40
Sept. 8 Broken Arrow 27 Owasso 49
 McGuinness 42 Bishop Kelley 21
 McLain 6 Central 18
 Victory Christian 26 Sperry 21
 Rejoice Christian 35 Kiefer 14
 Bartlesville 29 Cascia Hall 48
 Claremore 25 Rogers 28
 Metro Christian 33 Okla.Christian 14
 Poteau 64 Hale 14
 Memorial 0 Edison 32
 Holland Hall 22 Lincoln Christian 16
 Webster 41  NOAH 6
 Kellyville 54 Summit Christian 14
 Bentonville 47 Bixby 28
 OSU 44 South Alabama 7
Sept. 9 OU 31 Ohio State 16
 TCU 28 Arkansas 7
 NEO 14 Trinity Valley CC 27
 Louisiana 42 Tulsa 66
Sept 15 Jenks 0 Har-Ber 29
 Bixby 35 Putnam City 37 
 Summit Christian 27 Rejoice Christian 54
 Lincoln Christian 35 Seminole 8
 Millwood 52 Cascia Hall 15
 Hale 14 NW Claussen 12
 Sapulpa 3 Bishop Kelley 38
 Muldrow 48 Central 13
 Rogers 0 McLain 47
 Skiatook 38 East Central 6
 NOAH 0 Victory Christian 42
 Edison 21 Claremore 35
 Metro Christian 14 Holland Hall 45
 Shawnee 0 BT Washington 63
Sept. 16 OU 56 Tulane 14
 OSU 59 Pittsburg 21
 Tulsa 51 Toledo 54
 Pittsburg State 68 NSU 21
 NEO 28 Tyler JC 34
Sept. 22 Norman 7 Jenks 58
 Mustang 41 Owasso 63
 Broken Arrow 56  Yukon 20

DATE VISITOR HOME
Sept. 22 BT Washington 63 Ponca City 21
 Pryor 47 Memorial 18
 East Central 10 Shawnee 35
 Claremore 53 Hale 21
 Collinsville 6 Bishop Kelley 24
 Tecumseh 48 Central 24
 Poteau 42 Metro Christian 35
 Miami 30 McLain 49
 Cascia Hall 7 Wagoner 34
 Broken Bow 56 Rogers 12
 Sequoyah 15 Lincoln Christian 14
 Webster 0 Sperry 43
 NOAH 13 Okema 50
 Kansas 13 Victory Christian 63
 Ketchum 12 Holland Hall 63
 Rejoice Christian 35 Barnsdall 27
Sept. 23 OU 49 Baylor 41
 TCU 44 OSU 31
 Teas A&M 50 Arkansas 43
 New Mexico 16 Tulsa 13
 NSU 7 Fort Hays State 31
Sept. 28 Salisaw 35 Rogers 0
Sept. 29 Jenks 26 Broken Arrow 13
 Owasso 41 Union 44
 Muskogee 23 Bixby 38
 Sapulpa 0 BT Washington 63
 Bishop Kelley 37 Prior 21
 Memorial 13 Claremore 49
 Edison 30 East Central 7
 Hale 14 Skiatook 63
 Cascia Hall 42 McLain 0
 Metro Christian 41 Stillwell 35
 Central 0 Tuttle 47
 Manford 31 Webster 14
 Lincoln Christian 67 Jay 70
 Victory Christian 49 Ketchum 0
Sept. 30 OSU 41 Texas Tech 34
 New Mexico State 24 Arkansas 42
 Navy 31 Tulsa 21
 Missouri Western 65 NSU 17
 Kilgore College 14 NEO 42
Oct. 5 Union 70 Moore 0
 Rogers 0 Hilldale 69
 Skiatook 35 Memorial 7
Oct. 6 Putnam North 10 Owasso 55
 Edmond Memorial 7 Jenks 52
 Broken Arrow 41 Westmoore 7
 Bixby 48 Sapulpa 10
 BT Washington 42 Muskogee 21
 McAlester 6 Edison 17
 Claremore 21 Bishop Kelley 25
 Collinsville 66 Hale 0
 East Cental 0 Durant 35
 McLain 22 Wagoner 62
 Fort Gibson 33 Metro Christian 28
 Miami 0 Cascia Hall 47
 Webster 6 Berryhill 49
 Inola 12 Lincoln Christian 55
 Colcord 20 Victory Christian 63
 Chouteau-Mazie 6 Holland Hall 52
 Rejoice Christian 56 Liberty 20

DATE VISITOR HOME
Oct. 6 Summit Christian 7  Kiefer 36
 NOAH 6 Pembroke Hill 26
Oct. 7 Iowa State 38 OU 31
 TU 28 Tulane 62
 Arkansas 22 South Carolina 48
 Cisco College 9 NEO 42
 NSU 7 Emporia State 44
Oct. 12 Owasso 48 Southmoore 2
Oct. 13 Norman North 31 Union 45
 Edmond Santa Fe 21 Broken Arrow 52
 Ponca City 7 Bixby 68
 Bishop Kelley 23 Skiatook 45
 Memorial 49 Collinsville 35
 Noble 43 East Central 31
 Edison 6 Coweta 49
 Hale 20 Pryor 55
 Grove 28 McLain 34
 Rogers 0  Ft. Gibson 62
 Vinita 6 Cascia Hall 42
 Metro Christian 7 Hilldale 35
 Central 32 Cleveland 35
 Lincoln Christian 13 Sperry 40
 Dewey 29 Webster 26
 Victory Christian 49 Chouteau-Mazie 0
 Holland Hall 40 Kansas 0
 Afton 22 Rejoice Christian 20 
Oct. 14 OU 29 Texas 24
 Baylor 16 OSU 59
 Houston 17 Tulsa 45
 Arkansas 9 Alabama 41
 NEO 34 Coffeyville C.C. 30
 NW Missouri State 42 NSU 14
Oct. 19 Norman 7 Broken Arrow 59
 Southmoore 0 Union 48
 Yukon 7 Jenks 49
 Bixby 37 Bartlesville 21
 Sand Springs 0 BT Washington 40
 Glenpool 30 East Central 33
 Bishop Kelley 38 Memorial 6
 Edison 0 Shawnee 21
 Hale 16 Talequah 55
 McLain 10 Vinita 35
 Rogers 6 Poteau 58
 Cascia Hall 41 Catoosa 27
 Central 20 Ada 57
 Westville 6 Lincoln Christian 56
 Capital Hill 12 Webster 28
 Sequoya 21 Victory Christian 49
 Salina 0 Holland Hall 11
 Summit Christian 13 Mounds 34
 Hulbert 41 Rejoice Christian 42
Oct. 20 Owasso 60 Norman North 28
Oct. 21 OU 42 Kansas State 35
 OSU 13 Texas 10 OT
 Auburn 52 Arkansas 20
 Tulsa 14 Connecticut 20
 NEO 65 Arkansas Baptist 24
 NSU 27 Nebraska Kearney 42
Oct. 26 Broken Arrow 49 Edmond Memorial 7
 Memorial 40 Talequah 56
Oct. 27 Union 41 Punam City North 3

DATE VISITOR HOME
Oct. 27 Jenks 38 Westmoore 21
 Moore 6 Owasso 52
 BT Washington 21 Bixby 0
 Bishop Kelley 49 Hale 6
 East Central 20 Coweta 40
 Edison 13 Noble 27
 Grove 14 Cascia Hall 41
 Oologah 54 McLain 7 
 Metro Christian 48 Rogers 0
 Harrah 44 Central 18
 Webster 21 Vertigris 28
 Lincoln Christian 20 Locust Grove 26
 Victory Christian 49 Salina 6
 Holland Hall 48 Colcord 14
 Rejoice Christian 30 Fairland 20
 Woodland 36 Summit Christian 2
 Tulsa 34 SMU 38
Oct. 28 Texas Tech 27 OU 49
 OSU 50 West Virginia 39
 Arkansas 38 Old Miss 37
 NEO 38 Blinn College 34
 Missouri Southern 29 NSU 32 2OT
Nov. 2 Broken Arrow 54 Sapulpa 13
 Hale 26 Memorial 60
 Lincoln Christian 42 Keys 14
Nov. 3 Mustang 28 Union 48
 Edmond North 14 Owasso 42
 Jenks 39 Edmond Santa Fe 21
 Bixby 42 Sand Springs 21
 BT Washington 42 Bartlesville 13
 Talequah 14 Bishop Kelley 16
 McAlester 27 East Central 23
 Durant 26 Edison 49
 McLain 0 Catoosa 41
 Cascia Hall 8 Oologah 17
 Rogers 9 Stillwell 63
 Salisaw 20 Metro Christian 40
 Central 0 Blanchard 43
 Sequoya 27 Webster 20
 Holland Hall 35 Victory Christian 21
 Rejoice Christian 42 Foyil 22
 Summit Christian 20 Porter 80
 Memphis 41 Tulsa 14
Nov. 4 OU 62 OSU 52
 Coastal Carolina 38 Arkansas 39
 NSU 24 Central Missouri 52
Nov. 11 TCU 20 OU 38
 OSU 49 Iowa State 42
 Arkansas 10 LSU 33
 Central Oklahoma 62 NSU 21
 NEO 26 Trinity Valley 10
Nov. 16 Tulsa 20 South Florida 27
Nov. 18 OU 41 Kansas 3
 Kansas State 45 OSU 40
 Mississippi State 28 Arkansas 21
Nov. 24 Missouri 48 Arkansas 45
Nov. 25 West Virginia 31 Oklahoma 59
 Kansas 17 OSU 58
 Temple 43 Tulsa 22

Heisman Winner Baker mayfield
aWaits GeorGia in tHe rose BoWl

HEISMAN POSE:   Baker  Mayfield,  a 
walk-on transfer from Texas Tech, became 
the sixth University of Oklahoma Heisman 
Trophy winner in December, joining Billy 
Vessels (1952), Steve Owens (1969), Billy 
Sims (1978), Jason White (2003) and Sam 
Bradford (2008).  In the photo above, May-
field gives a true Heisman pose as he runs 
past an Oklahoma State player in this year’s 
Bedlam game, which OU won 62-52.
Mayfield led the Sooners to a third con-

secutive Big 12 championship with a 12-1 
record and a berth in the College Foot-
ball Playoff next month. For the season, 
he completed 262 of 369 passes for 4,340 
yards  for  41  touchdowns  and  only  five 
interceptions. He also ran for 310 yards 
and five more touchdowns on the ground. 

A signature moment in his Heisman cam-
paign was the 31-16 road win over Big Ten 
champion Ohio State in which he threw 
for 386 yards and three scores. Against the 
rival Cowboys in the Bedlam game, May-
field threw for a career-high 598 yards and 
five touchdowns.

Louisville QB Lamar Jackson, last year’s 
Heisman winner, and Stanford RB Bryce 
Love trailed Mayfield in the balloting. 
Earlier  in  the  week,  Mayfield  won  the 

Maxwell Award as the nation’s top player, 
and the Davey O’Brien Award as the na-
tion’s top quarterback.
Mayfield and the Sooners face Georgia in 

the Rose Bowl on Jan. 1 in a CFP semifinal, 
with the winner to face Alabama or Clem-
son in the championship game on Jan. 8.

HARRY LENTZ for GTR Newspapers

oksportscene.com
oksportsscene.com
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THE ECONOMY

Craig Dietert
6528-G E. 101st St. S

Tulsa, OK 74133
918-298-2439

Kiel Upton
24204 E Hwy 51

Broken Arrow, OK 74014
 918-251-0157

Liz Gore
12133 S. Yukon Ave.
Glenpool, Ok 74033 
918-518-5853

Greg Gaither
600 Emporia Suite D
Muskogee, OK 74401
918-687-4786

David Fleske
12338 E. 86th St. N
Owasso, OK 74055
918-272-7301

Dewayne Willis
2123 S Atlanta Pl Ste 201

Tulsa, OK 74114
918-745-0260

David H. McCollum
5801 E. 41st St., Ste 800

Tulsa, OK 74135
918-660-0639

Lance Lively
100 N. Main St.,

Sand Springs, OK 74063
918-245-3796

Leland Nissley
8116 S. Harvard Ave.,

Tulsa, OK 74137
918-481-3401

Joseph Kidwell
5314 S. Yale Ave., Ste. 415

Tulsa, OK 74135
918-477-7787

Cinamon Demuth
9309 S. Toledo Ave., Ste. B

Tulsa, OK 74137
918-794-1404

Bill Gordon
4252 S. Peoria Ave.,

Tulsa, OK 74105
918-712-9717

Use code MB17003 online at SeaBear.com
or call 844-835-6549 

SAVE $10
Wild Alaskan Smoked
Sockeye 1 lb. Salmon

$39 $29
(Item #1-16316)

Lobeck Taylor Launches Kiva Tulsa for Small Business
The Lobeck Taylor Family 

Foundation (LTFF), in partner-
ship with Louisville-based Ac-
cess Ventures, celebrated the offi-
cial launch of Kiva Tulsa recently. 
Kiva Tulsa is an initiative that of-
fers zero percent interest crowd-
funded microloans up to $10,000 
to small business owners and as-
piring entrepreneurs in Tulsa and 
the surrounding areas. During the 
official launch, Kiva Tulsa held a 
live funding event featuring over 
20 local businesses seeking Kiva 
loans at the Cox Business Cen-
ter, in conjunction with the Tulsa 
StartUp Series Demo Day Finals. 
The live funding event resulted 
in an overall amount of $20,575 
lent to the participating startups. 
Four businesses (Mollycoddled 

Hash Slinger, Reliveit, Inner 
Well Bean, and Bodhi’s Bowl) re-
ceived full funding for their small 
business loans during the course 
of the night.

“We know from the State of En-
trepreneurship Report data that 
entrepreneurs in Tulsa desperately 
need more options to raise startup 
capital,” said LTFF CEO Elizabeth 
Frame Ellison. “Kiva is a solution 
to that problem that doesn’t just 
bolster our small businesses by 
giving them access to funding - it 
also recruits our entire communi-
ty to use their resources to make 
a direct impact in local economic 
development.”

With the Kiva Tulsa platform, 
anyone can help grow Tulsa’s 
small business economy and pro-

mote local job creation by visiting 
us.kiva.org/Tulsa, browsing the 
available entrepreneur stories, and 
choosing an entrepreneur to sup-
port with a loan of $25 or more. 
Last week, LTFF announced a 
$250,000 match fund, which 
matches all loans in the Tulsa 
MSA dollar-for-dollar.

The implementation of Kiva 
Tulsa was made possible by sev-
eral local organizations that act as 
Kiva trustees, publicly endorsing 
and vouching for Kiva entrepre-
neurs. Trustees in the Tulsa area 
who have endorsed borrowers 
include the Lobeck Taylor Fam-
ily Foundation, Kitchen 66, The 
Mine, BetaBlox, Kendall-Whittier 
Main Street, SCORE Tulsa and the 
Greenwood Cultural Center. 

ENTREPRENEURIAL ADVOCATES: This photo was taken at the 
State of Entrepreneurship Address at 36 Degrees North in Tulsa where it 
was announced that the Lobeck Taylor Family Foundation (LTFF) do-
nated a $250,000 match fund for Kiva.  From left are Natalie Deuschle, 
director of Grants & Impact, LTFF; Meredith Peebles, COO, LTFF; 
G.T. Bynum; Tulsa mayor;  Bill Lobeck - founding board member, LTFF; 
Kathy Taylor, founding board member, LTFF; Casey Allen, Tulsa Kiva 
lead; and Ashley Van Horne , director of communications, LTFF.  

China Airlines and NORDAM Sign Agreement
Tulsa-based NORDAM and 

China Airlines recently signed a 
joint-venture agreement that es-
tablished  NORDAM Asia Lim-
ited, a company to repair and 
overhaul structural aircraft com-
ponents for the China Airlines 
fleet and for other airlines in the 
Asia-Pacific region. 

For NORDAM, the partnership 
brings a consistent baseload of 
work from China Airlines and its 
affiliates, while affording proxim-
ity to regional customers as a stra-
tegic objective of the company’s 
maintenance, repair and over-
haul business in the Asia-Pacific 
region. For China Airlines, the 
flag carrier and largest airline of 
the Republic of China (Taiwan), 

the agreement ensures control of 
critical competencies while up-
grading proficiencies, reduces la-
bor and transportation costs, and 
expands its share of third-party 
maintenance,

The announcment was made at 
the NORDAM Repair Division on 
East Pine Street near Tulsa Inter-
national Airport.  NORDAM and 
China Airlines executives attended 
the announcment, including a large 
contingent of officials and repre-
sentatives from the Taiwanese Min-
istry of Economic Affairs.  Also in 
attendance were Tulsa Mayor G.T. 
Bynum, City of Tulsa Chief of Eco-
nomic Development Officer Kathy 
Taylor, and Tulsa County Commis-
sioner John Smaligo.

  NORDAM Asia Limited is Established

INTERNATIONAL HANDSHAKE: NORDAM Vice Chairman & COO T. Hastings Siegfried, right, shakes 
hands with China Airlines Chairman Nuan-Hsuan after the NORDAM Asia limited agreement was signed. 

AT&T TEDDY BEARS:  Representatives from AT&T delivered more than 500 
teddy bears to the Tulsa Police Department in late October. Throughout the month 
of October, AT&T stores across the Tulsa metro collected teddy bears in honor of 
Domestic Violence Awareness Month. At the end of the month, the bears were do-
nated to TPD, so officers could give them to the children they encounter in domestic 
violence situations and other crimes.

Courtesy photo

GTR Newspapers photo

GTR Newspapers photo

seabear.com
www.edwardjones.com
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Advertising/Promotion Company Formed
Todd Fimple and Shannon 

Thompson have formed a new 
company, Oklahoma Promo, 
which offers thousands of adver-
tising and promotional products 
to businesses from coast to coast. 
Friends since they were students at 
Oklahoma State University, Fim-
ple and Thompson have a com-
bimed experience of 40 years in 
sales and marketing with 14 years 
in advertising and promotional 
products. 

“We are not just order takers,” 
says Fimple, “We add value by 
finding out what events you have 
coming up, we put them on our 
calendars, and call a couple of 
months ahead to provide ideas and 
suggestions that will match the 
theme, target population and bud-
get for your event.” 

One way they offer added value 
to customer service is by posting 
on Oklahoma Promo’s social me-
dia pages six hot products of the 
week to make sure that custom-
ers can see the hottest items in the 
industry. In addition to everyday 
products such as screenprinting 
and embroidery, t-shirts and polos, 
the company is currently high-
lighting ideas for customer and 
employee appreciation gifts for the 

holidays and jackets for the winter. 
The company’s motto is: 

We will provide the best custom-
er service in the industry. This in-
cludes timely responses, relevant 
product ideas and suggestions, 
quick turnaround times and on-
time delivery. 

The company can be found on 
Facebook and on LinkedIn. The 
website is www.oklahomapro-
mo.com and features more than 
600,000 searchable promotional 
products and wearables. 

“We have a great passion for 
sharing our faith, and we firm-
ly believe that God led us on this 

path to start our business,” says 
Thompson, “We believe in treating 
people like they are our only cus-
tomers and the way that not only 
we would want to be treated but 
how God would want them to be 
treated.” 

Oklahoma Promo has estab-
lished relationships with all of the 
top suppliers in the industry, and 
their accounting system ties into 
the sourcing database of products. 
This allows Oklahoma Promo to 
offer great pricing and turnaround 
times. “Quicker than most, if not 
all, of our competitors,” says Fim-
ple.

Natural Gas Becoming a National Net Exporter

By MARK A. STANSBERRY

National Energy Talk got under-
way on July 31 of this year with a 
salute to the oil and gas industry by 
hosting a bar-b-que luncheon for 
the industry in western Oklahoma.  

I began my career in Elk City, 
Oklahoma, summer of 1977.  Forty 
years later, I wanted to kickoff this 
effort with a luncheon followed by 
a town meeting in my hometown.

Since the kick-off in Elk City, Na-
tional Energy Talk has had events 
at the University of Tulsa, Okla-
homa City and Edmond.  Panelists 
have included those from media, 
universities, oil and gas industry 
& associations, special interest 
groups, and government.  Subjects 
covered at the events have includ-
ed the future of Oklahoma energy:  
myths and facts, cybersecurity, en-
ergy industry and the media, fed-
eral tax reform, the future of coal, 
oil, natural gas, hydrogen, wind, 
solar, nuclear, hydroelectric and 
other forms of energy.  Natural gas 

especially Liquefied Natural Gas 
(LNG) appears to be one of the key 
areas of dialogue.  

Natural gas is leading the transi-
tion from being a net importer to 
a net exporter primarily due to the 
LNG efforts in the Gulf Coast re-
gion.  The Sabine Pass operation, 
operated by Cheniere Energy, has 
shipped over 175 cargoes to some 
25 nations, as of this writing.   

According to an article in The 
American Oil and Gas Reporter, 
“since U.S. LNG export terminals 
are contracted with LNG buyers 
under long term (typically 20-year) 
purchased agreements, LNG ex-
ports represent a stable and grow-
ing new demand for domestic nat-
ural gas supplies.”  And the article 
goes on to state, “in aggregate, the 
‘first wave’ of U.S. LNG export 
terminals coming on line during 
the next couple of years is expected 
to have a total operational capacity 
of 9.5 Bcf/d.  The U.S. Energy In-
formation Administration forecasts 
that average U.S. LNG exports will 
jump from 1.9 Bcf/d in 2017 to 4.6 
Bcf/d by December 2018, and pro-
gressively climb thereafter as facil-
ities ramp toward full capacity.”

Among other companies involved 
in U.S. terminal LNG planning 

are Dominion Energy, Pacific 
Summit Energy, Kinder Morgan, 
GAIL Global, Sempra Energy, and 
Freeport LNG.  Wood Mackenzie 
forecasts that the volume of LNG 
globally traded will increase by 50 
percent during the next few years.    

The U.S. Department of Energy 
recently proposed a rule that would 
achieve a quicker authorization of 
LNG exports from U.S. facilities.  
According to the Federal Register, 

“in expediting the application and 
approval process for these exports, 
DOE recognizes the unique charac-
teristics and minimal adverse im-
pacts of the small-scale natural gas 
market emerging primarily in the 
U.S., Caribbean, Central America
and South America”.

Natural gas is an energy answer 
that is available today.  We should 
definitely be putting it to use even 
more.  For years, I have voiced my 
belief that natural gas reserves are 
critical to a strong U.S. economy 
and extremely important for Amer-
ica’s energy security.  Natural gas 
is an abundant, clean fuel that has 
many uses domestically.  It is very 
important to our country’s energy 
sustainability.

What do you think?  It is time for 
National Energy Talk.   Facebook:  
National Energy Talk. www.natio-
nalenergytalk.com

MARK A. STANSBERRY

Tulsa Entrepreneur Introduces Roots Java Coffee
Clifton Taulbert, a Tulsa-based 

author and entrepreneur, has en-
tered the multi-billion dollar na-
tional coffee supply chain with 
Roots Java Coffee.

African Bean Company is the 
first nationally certified, African 
American owned coffee supply 
company providing national dis-
tribution including the territo-
ries, according to Taulbert. The 
company’s coffee is branded 
Roots Java Coffee.

From small communities on the 
Mississippi Delta to sidewalk 
cafés in Los Angeles and New 
York, consumers are drinking 
more and more coffee—helping 
to drive this multi-billion dollar 
industry, Taulbert says. African 
Bean Company, founded by Dr. 
Fitzgerald Hill, is making histo-
ry in their 5th operational year 
as he and his partner, Taulbert 
(president & CEO), ensure that 
African Americans are also on 
the owner/supply side of this in-
dustry.  

The company’s rich tasting cof-
fees are the result of beans grown 
by independent Rwandan farmers 
in the fertile, high mountain re-
gion of the country. These farmers, 
many of whom survived the hor-
rific genocide, are now transform-
ing their lives and their country by 
growing and harvesting some of 
the most sought-after coffee beans 
in the world. 

Taulbert, who heads the oper-
ations of this national company, 
always smiles when asked about 
their market receptivity. “Roots 
Java’s smooth and with no bitter 
aftertaste is winning customers 
nationwide.  But it’s still not easy 
to tackle a market that is dominat-
ed by major international corpora-
tions with little or no room for a 
start-up company to play,” Taul-
bert says. “However, African Bean 
Company is here for the long haul. 
Using entrepreneurial tactics and 
plain ol’ hard work, they are mak-
ing their way into homes (online) 
with their signature 12 oz. bags of 

Ground and Whole Bean, along 
with their 42 count/cases of filter 
and fractional packs for commer-
cial businesses (large and small), 
including academic institutions 
commercially delivered across 

America. The brand’s smooth 
taste is rapidly becoming a highly 
sought-after item for holidays and 
special occasion gift giving and 
corporate gifts by loyal customers 
nationwide.” 

African Bean Company, LLC is 
a privately owned enterprise with 
operational headquarters in Tulsa. 
To learn more call 918-584-0414 
or visit the website: www.rootsja-
va.com

ROOTS JAVA CLIFTON TAULBERT

Want to 

Purcahse

Mineral & Other

Oil/Gas 

Interests.

Send details to:
PO Box 13557

Denver, CO 80201

Non-Performing Performing

Cash For

MORTGAGES 

Mortgage Loans - No Points 
Call Hal 918.296.9444

http://www.oklahomapro�mo.com
http://www.oklahomapro�mo.com
http://www.oklahomapro�mo.com
http://www.natio�nalenergytalk.com
http://www.natio�nalenergytalk.com
http://www.natio�nalenergytalk.com
http://www.rootsja�va.com
http://www.rootsja�va.com
http://www.rootsja�va.com
pawprintsltd.com
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GTR CLASSIFIEDS
To place a GTR classifed ad, please email advertising@gtrnews.com, or call 918-254-1515

Auto DonAtions

Donate Your Car to Veterans Today! Help 
and Support our Veterans. Fast - FREE pick 
up. 100% tax deductible. Call 1-800-245-
0398 

Autos WAnteD

CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All Make/
Models 2000-2015! Any Condition. Run-
ning or Not. Competitive Offer! Free Tow-
ing! We’re Nationwide! Call Now: 1-888-
416-2330.

CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All Makes/
Models 2000-2016! Any Condition.  Run-
ning or Not. Top $$$ Paid! Free Towing!  
We’re Nationwide! Call Now: 1-888-985-
1806 

GOT AN OLDER CAR, VAN OR SUV? 
Do the humane thing.  Donate it to the Hu-
mane Society.  Call 1-855-558-3509

A-1 DONATE YOUR CAR FOR BREAST 
CANCER! Help United Breast Founda-
tion education, prevention, & support 
programs. FAST FREE PICKUP - 24 HR 
RESPONSE - TAX DEDUCTION  855-
831-2976    

CAreer trAining

AIRLINE MECHANIC TRAINING - Get 
FAA certification to work for airlines. Fi-
nancial Aid if qualified. Job placement as-
sistance. Housing assistance. Call Aviation 
Institute of Maintenance 888-686-1704

 25 DRIVER TRAINEES NEEDED NOW! 
Earn $1000 per week! Paid CDL Training! 
STEVENS TRANSPORT COVERS ALL 
COSTS! 1-877-209-1309 drive4stevens.
com

eDuCAtion

AIRLINE MECHANIC TRAINING - Get 
FAA Technician certification.  Approved 
for military benefits.  Financial Aid if 
qualified. Job placement assistance. Call 
Aviation Institute of Maintenance 866-
453-6204

employment

Home Mailers Needed! Earn UP TO $2,485 
Weekly! Experience Unnecessary! Start Im-
mediately! www.EasyMailing123.com. Earn 
$1,000’s! Processing Mail! Rush SASE: JDF/
CAD, Montgomeryville, PA 18936-0142 

$$$WORK FROM HOME$$$ Earn $2,845 
Weekly assembling Information packets. 
No Experience Necessary! Start Immedi-
ately! FREE Information 24hrs. www.Ri-
vasPublishing.com or 1-800-250-7884

‘Make $1,000’S Weekly! Mailing Bro-
chures! Easy Pleasant Work!: WWW.
HomeBucks.us #### $1,000’S Weekly! 
Processing Mail! Send SASE: Lists/NN, 
Springhouse, PA 19477-0396

PAID IN ADVANCE! Make $1000 Weekly 
Mailing Brochures From Home! NO Ex-
perience Required. Helping home workers 
since 2001! Genuine Opportunity. Start Im-
mediately! www.WorkingOpp.com 

Paid in Advance! Make $1,000 a Week 
Mailing Brochures From Home!   www.
EasyCash77.com Earn $1,000’S! Pro-
cessing Mail! Rush SASE:    Lists/CAD, 
Springhouse, PA 19477-0396  

AVON AGENTS WANTED   www.Star-
tAvon.com   Reference Code: CHASKIN   
1-800-206-0799

FinAnCiAl 

Over $10K in debt? Be debt free in 24-48 
months. Pay nothing to enroll. Call Nation-
al Debt Relief at 866-243-0510.

HeAltH/Fitness

Generic VIAGRA 100mg generic CIALIS 
20mg. 70 for $99 GREAT DEAL!!!! FAST 
FREE SHIPPING! 100% money back 
GUARANTEE! CALL NOW 888-669-
9343. Se habla espanol 888-713-3919

VIAGRA & CIALIS USERS: Buy generic! 
60 Pills - $99.00 100% guaranteed. FREE 
Shipping! Call 24/7 1-888-377-2998 Se 
Habla Español

HeAltH/Fitness

GENERIC VIAGRA and CIALIS! 50 Pills 
$95.00 FREE Shipping! 100% guaranteed. 
24/7 CALL NOW! 800-317-2145

Attention Viagra users: Generic 100 mg 
blue pills or Generic 20 mg yellow pills. 
Get 45 plus 5 free $99 + S/H. Guaranteed, 
no prescription necessary.  Call 844-261-
8748

FREE VIAGRA PILLS 48 PILLS + 4 
FREE! VIAGRA 100MG/ CIALIS 20mg 
Free Pills! No hassle, Discreet Shipping. 
Save Now. Call Today 1-888-410-0514

meDiCAl

Suffering from Knee or Back Pain? Learn 
How a Brace Can Help! Fast & Easy Medi-
care Approvals. FREE Shipping. Relieve 
Your Pain Now! 24/7 Call Center. CALL 
1- 844-502-1809

VIAGRA & CIALIS! 60 pills for $99. 100 
pills for $150 FREE shipping. NO pre-
scriptions needed. Money back guaranteed! 
1-888-278-6168

DENTAL INSURANCE. Call Physicians 
Mutual Insurance Company for details. 
NOT just a discount plan, REAL cover-
age for 350  procedures. 888-623-3036 or 
http://www.dental50plus.com/58 Ad# 6118

OXYGEN - Anytime.  Anywhere.  No tanks 
to refill.  No deliveries.  The  All-New Ino-
gen One G4 is only 2.8 pounds!  FAA ap-
proved! FREE info kit: 844-558-7482

misCellAneous

SUPPORT our service members, veterans 
and their families in their time of need. For 
more information visit the Fisher House 
website at www.fisherhouse.org

DISH Network. 190+ Channels. FREE 
Install. FREE Hopper HD-DVR. $49.99/
month   (24 months) Add High Speed Inter-
net - $14.95 (where avail.) CALL Today & 
SAVE 25%!    1-855-837-9146

LIFELOCK Identity Theft Protection. Do 
not Wait! Start Guarding Your Identity To-
day. 3 layers of protection. Detect, Alert, 
Restore.  Receive 10% off.  Call for Details 
1-855-399-2089

A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s largest 
senior living referral service. Contact our 
trusted,   local experts today! Our service is 
FREE/no obligation. CALL 1-844-722-7993 

Make a Connection. Real People, Flirty 
Chat. Meet singles right now!      Call 
LiveLinks. Try it FREE. Call NOW: 1-888-
909-9905 18+.   

Lung Cancer?  And Age 60+?  You And Your 
Family May Be Entitled To Significant Cash 
Award.  Call 866-428-1639  for Information.  
No Risk.  No Money Out Of Pocket.

Become a published author! Publications 
sold at all major secular & specialty Chris-
tian bookstores. CALL Christian Faith Pub-
lishing for your FREE author submission 
kit. 1-855-548-5979

Spectrum Triple Play! TV, Internet & Voice 
for $29.99 ea. 60 MB per second speed   
No contract or commitment. More Chan-
nels. Faster Internet. Unlimited Voice. Call 
1-855-652-9304

misCellAneous

Attention Viagra users: Generic 100 mg 
blue pills or Generic 20 mg yellow pills. 
Get 45 plus 5 free $99 + S/H. Guaranteed, 
no prescription necessary.  Call 844-848-
7463

HughesNet Satellite Internet ? 25mbps 
for just $49.99/mo! Get More Data FREE 
Off-Peak Data. No phone line required! 
FAST download speeds. WiFi built in! 
FREE Standard Installation! Call 1-855-
440-4911

Prescription medications for up to 85% 
off retail prices! STOP paying so much! 
$15 Off for First Time Customers. FREE 
Shipping. Price Match Guarantee. CALL 
for FREE Quote: 1-877-627-7239 or visit 
MailMedsplus.net/discount

Bathe safely and stay in the home you love 
with the #1 selling walk-in tub in North 
America. For an in-home appointment, call: 
888-308-5610

Lung Cancer?  And 60+ Years Old?  If So, 
You And Your Family May Be Entitled To 
A Significant Cash Award.  Call 877-648-
6308 To Learn More.  No Risk.  No Money 
Out Of Pocket.

SENIOR LIVING referral service, A 
PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s largest 
FREE, no obligation senior living referral 
service. Contact our trusted local experts 
today!  1-800-217-3942

TOP CASH PAID FOR OLD GUI-
TARS! 1920-1980 Gibson, Martin, Fend-
er, Gretsch, Epiphone, Guild, Mosrite, 
Rickenbacker, Prairie State, D’Angelico, 
Stromberg. And Gibson Mandolins/Banjos. 
1-800-401-0440

TOP CA$H PAID FOR MEN’S WRIST 
WATCHES! Rolex, Patek Philippe, Omega, 
Audemars Piguet, Vacheron, Cartier, Long-
ines, Universal, Breitling. Chronographs, 
Daytona, Submariner, GMT-Master, Moon-
phase, Day Date, Speedmaster and more. 
1-800-401-0440

CASH FOR CARS: We Buy Any Condition 
Vehicle, 2000 and Newer. Nation’s Top Car 
Buyer! Free Towing From Anywhere! Call 
Now: 1-800-864-5960.

CASH PAID for unexpired, sealed DIA-
BETIC TEST STRIPS! 1 DAY PAYMENT 
& PREPAID shipping. HIGHEST PRIC-
ES! Call 1-888-776-7771. www.Cash4Di-
abeticSupplies.com

FINAL EXPENSE INSURANCE.  No 
medical exams!  Premiums never increase.  
Benefits never go down.  Affordable month-
ly payments. Call for a free quote!  877-
587-4169

misCellAneous

SelectQuote is dedicated to finding a Medi-
care plan right for you and your wallet. 
Call 844-750-4116 today and receive a free 
quote from one of our multiple carriers.

DISH Network-Satellite Television Ser-
vices. Now Over 190 channels for ONLY 
$49.99/mo! 2-year price guarantee. FREE 
Installation. FREE Streaming. More reli-
able than Cable. Add Internet for $14.95 a 
month. 800-718-1593.

Make a Connection. Real People, Flirty 
Chat. Meet singles right now! Call 
LiveLinks. Try it FREE. Call NOW: Call 
1-877-737-9447 18+

NEW AUTHORS WANTED! Page Pub-
lishing will help you self-publish your own 
book. FREE author submission kit! Limited 
offer! Why wait? Call now: 866-951-7214

ENJOY 100% guaranteed, delivered to-the-
door Omaha Steaks!  SAVE 75% PLUS 
get 4 more Burgers & 4 more Kielbasa 
FREE! Order The Family Gourmet Buf-
fet - ONLY $49.99.  Call 1-855-895-0358  
mention code 51689LCX or visit www.
omahasteaks.com/cook03

Make a Connection. Real People, Flirty 
Chat. Meet singles right now!      Call 
LiveLinks. Try it FREE. Call NOW: 1-888-
909-9905 18+.    

HughesNet Satellite Internet ? 25mbps for 
just $49.99/mo! Get More Data   FREE Off-
Peak Data. No phone line required! FAST 
download speeds. WiFi built in!  FREE 
Standard Installation! Call 1-855-440-4911

motorCyCles

WANTED OLD JAPANESE MOTORCY-
CLES KAWASAKI Z1-900 (1972-75), 
KZ900, KZ1000 (1976-1982), Z1R, KZ 
1000MK2 (1979,80), W1-650, H1-500 
(1969-72), H2-750 (1972-1975), S1-250, 
S2-350, S3-400, KH250, KH400, SUZU-
KI-GS400, GT380, HONDA-CB750K 
(1969-1976), CBX1000 (1979,80) CASH!! 
1-800-772-1142 1-310-721-0726 usa@
classicrunners.com

trAvel

CRUISE VACATIONS – 3, 4, 5 or 7+ day 
cruises to the Caribbean and more. Start 
planning your winter getaway or your next 
summer vacation. Royal Caribbean, Nor-
wegian, Carnival, Princess and many more. 
Great deals for all budgets and departure 
ports. To search for your next cruise vaca-
tion visit www.NCPtravel.com

WAnteD to Buy

CASH PAID- up to $25/Box for unexpired, 
sealed DIABETIC TEST STRIPS. 1-DAY-
PAYMENT.1-800-371-1136
Wants to purchase minerals and other oil 
and gas interests. Send details to P.O. Box 
13557 Denver, Co. 80201

ADVERTISE to 10 Million Homes across 
the USA! Place your ad in over 140 com-
munity newspapers, with circulation total-
ing over 10 million homes. Contact Inde-
pendent Free Papers of America IFPA at 
danielleburnett-ifpa@live.com or visit our 
website cadnetads.com for more informa-
tion

Reader Advisory: The National Trade Association 
we belong to has purchased the above classifieds. 
Determining the value of their service or product 
is advised by this publication. In order to avoid 
misunderstandings, some advertisers do not of-
fer employment but rather supply the readers 
with manuals, directories and other materials 
designed to help their clients establish mail or-
der selling and other businesses at home. Under 
NO circumstance should you send any money in 
advance or give the client your checking, license 
ID, or credit card numbers. Also beware of ads 
that claim to guarantee loans regardless of cred-
it and note that if a credit repair company does 
business only over the phone it is illegal to request 
any money before delivering its service. All funds 
are based in US dollars. Toll free numbers may or 
may not reach Canada.

2 Burial plots
 (side by side)

 in beautiful
Floral Haven 

Gardens
$3500 

316.841.8429

DENTAL Insurance
Physicians Mutual Insurance Company

A less expensive way to help get the dental care you deserve

If you’re over 50, you can get coverage for about 
$1 a day*

Keep your own dentist! NO networks to worry about

NO annual or lifetime cap on the cash benefi ts 
you can receive 

No wait for preventive care and no deductibles 
– you could get a checkup tomorrow

Coverage for over 350 procedures  including 
cleanings, exams, fi llings, crowns…even dentures

FREE Information Kit
1-877-308-2834
www.dental50plus.com/cadnet

*Individual plan. Product not available in MN, MT, NH, RI, VT, WA. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certificate of this type. Contact us for complete details 
about this insurance solicitation. This specific offer is not available in CO, NY; call 1-800-969-4781 or respond for similar offer. Certificate C250A (ID: C250E; PA: C250Q); 
Insurance Policy P150(GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: P150OK; TN: P150TN)  6096C                        MB16-NM001Gc  
                            

*Individual plan. Product not available in MN, MT, NH, RI, VT, WA. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certificate of this type. Contact us for complete details 

mailto:advertising@gtrnews.com
http://www.EasyMailing123.com
http://www.Ri-vasPublishing.com
http://www.Ri-vasPublishing.com
http://www.Ri-vasPublishing.com
http://www.WorkingOpp.com
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LOCAL AND FAMILY OWNED: Airco Service Co-Owner Tom 
Boyce stands with his sons Austin, left, and Chase at the Tulsa Re-
gional Chamber of Commerce’s BAH-RAH 2017, held in November. 
Airco is family owned and operated and was established in 1961.

MABREY HOLIDAY:  Mabrey Bank held its annual holiday party 
this year at Southern Hills Country Club.  From left are hosts Car-
lisle Mabrey III, CEO; Katie Mabrey, director of marketing; and 
Scott Mabrey, president.

Eunice Tarver 
has been named 
Tulsa Community 
College Northeast 
Campus provost 
and will oversee 
the academic and 
daily operations 
of that campus. 
Most recently, she 
served as interim provost of the 
TCC Northeast Campus and will 
continue to serve in a dual role as 
Assistant Vice President for Diver-
sity & Inclusion.

Tarver earned a master’s degree 
in human relations from the Uni-
versity of Oklahoma and a bach-
elor’s degree in psychology from 
Oklahoma State University. She 
is currently enrolled in Oklahoma 
State University’s Social Foun-
dations of Education doctoral 
program where she is working to 
complete her dissertation. 

TCC serves more than 25,000 
students each year on four main 
campuses and is the third largest 
college or university in Oklahoma. 
TCC is currently one of 30 com-
munity colleges in the country that 
is part of a national initiative fund-
ed by the Bill and Melinda Gates 
Foundation and focused on raising 
college graduation rates across the 
country through guided academic 
and career pathways. The Path-
ways Project, led by American As-
sociation of Community Colleges 
(AACC), builds better bridges for 
students from high school gradua-
tion to college completion leading 
to university transfer or credentials 
that match labor market needs.

Tulsa attorney 
Kimberly K. 
Hays will serve 
as the Oklahoma 
Bar Association’s 
2018 president. 
Also elected to 
represent District 
6 is D. Kenyon 
Williams Jr. They 
will be a part of the 
OBA’s 17-member 
Board of Gover-
nors, which meets 
monthly and gov-
erns the associa-
tion.

Hays is a solo 
practitioner in 
Tulsa. She has 
practiced exclusively in the area 
of family law since 1993. She 
received her B.A. in 1990 from 
Oklahoma State University. She 
graduated from the University of 
Kansas School of Law with her 
J.D. in 1993 and is a member of 
the Tulsa County and Creek Coun-
ty bar associations and American 
Bar Association.

Williams is a shareholder of the 
law firm of Hall, Estill, Hardwick, 
Gable, Golden & Nelson PC in 
Tulsa. During his 40 years of prac-
tice, Williams has predominately 
assisted and defended businesses 
and communities in regulatory 
compliance or litigation matters 
in the areas of environment, nat-
ural resources, real estate and re-
newable energy. He is serving his 
second appointment to the Profes-
sional Responsibility Tribunal and 
has served as chair of the Environ-
mental Law Section. He speaks 
frequently on environmental and 
energy topics and in 2013 received 
the Earl Sneed Award for his con-
tributions to continuing legal edu-
cation.

Williams currently serves as 
co-chair of the Tulsa County Bar 
Association Professionalism Com-
mittee and served as TCBA presi-
dent in 2014-2015.

Charles W. Chesnut of Miami 
will serve as president-elect, and 
Richard Stevens of Norman will 
serve as vice president.

GableGotwals 
announces Bro-
ken Arrow res-
ident Alicia J. 
Edwards, Jenks 
resident Lloyd 
Landreth and 
Bixby resident 
Ryan Pittman 
have recently 
been named by 
Thompson Reu-
ters as Oklahoma 
Super Lawyers 
and Rising Stars. 
Super Lawyers is 
a listing of out-
standing lawyers 
from more than 
70 practice areas 
who have attained 
a high degree of 
peer recognition 
and professional 
achievement. 

The selection 
process is multi-
phased and in-
cludes indepen-
dent research, peer nominations 
and peer evaluations. Rising Stars 
recognized the top up-and-com-
ing attorneys who are 40 years 
old or younger or who have been 
practicing for 10 years or less. 
The selection process is rigorous 
and has been recognized by bar 
associations and courts across the 
country for its credibility and so-
phistication.

Alicia Edwards has been rec-
ognized in the practice areas of 
Intellectual Property and Envi-
ronmental Law. She has been a 
Rising Star since 2012.

Lloyd Landreth has been a Su-
per Lawyer since 2010. He was 
recognized in the practice area of 
Environmental Law.

Ryan Pittman was recognized 
in the practice areas of Energy 
& Natural Resources, Business 
Litigation, Civil Litigation and 
General Litigation. He has been a 
Rising Star since 2015.

GableGotwals is a full-service 
law firm of more than 90 attorneys 
representing a diversified client 
base in Oklahoma, the Southwest 
and across the nation. The firm 
has offices in Tulsa, Oklahoma 
City, and San Antonio, Texas.

AVB Bank an-
nounces the hiring 
of Jim Myers as 
senior vice presi-
dent and commer-
cial lender. Myers 
has several years 
of banking experi-
ence, extensive in 
all facets of lend-
ing, portfolio management and 
relationship development.

AVB Bank President and CEO, 
Ted Cundiff, stated, “The addition 
of Jim is great for AVB. He is an 
experienced lender with savvy 
business acumen, and he is going 
to continue to help this bank pur-
sue our goals and succeed along-
side the communities we serve.” 
Cundiff continued, “AVB has a 
rich culture we wish to continu-
ally develop, along with the peo-
ple here at AVB. Myers fits the 
culture well, and is going to be a 
great asset for us moving forward. 
We are very pleased to have him.”

On joining a community orient-
ed bank, Myers said, “AVB is a 
genuine hometown bank focused 
on the support and growth of the 
communities they serve. That’s 
why they are a cornerstone in the 
history of Broken Arrow.t”

Myers grew up in Inola, Oklaho-
ma. He went to Claremore High 
School before attending Oklaho-
ma State University, earning his 
bachelor’s degree in business.  
Myers and his wife, Sarah, live in 
Broken Arrow.

The Golden 
Hurricane Club, 
the fundraising 
arm of The Univer-
sity of Tulsa’s ath-
letic department, 
has new leadership 
as it was recent-
ly announced that 
Chris Maxon will 
serve as associate 
athletic director 
for development, 
and Ian Sadler as 
assistant athletic 
director and direc-
tor of the Golden 
Hurricane Club.

Maxon served 
in the capacity of assistant athletic 
director and director of the Golden 
Hurricane Club for the past four 
months. He came to Tulsa from 
the University of Oklahoma, where 
he held fundraising positions with 
the university’s annual giving pro-
gram, the National Weather Center 
and OU Athletics. During his time 
in Norman, he was part of the suc-
cessful completion of the Sooners’ 
$100 million “Great Expectations” 
capital campaign, which touched 
all sports.

 Maxon also established the an-
nual giving program with OU’s 
College of Atmospheric and Geo-
graphic Sciences, while raising 
over $2.5 million in total giving. 
Prior to his work at OU, he was 
a private business owner, holding 
three Marble Slab Creamery fran-
chises in central Oklahoma.

Sadler was most recently the 
manager of business development 
for Learfield’s Golden Hurricane 
Sports Properties, the multimedia 
rights holder for TU athletics. In 
that role, he was responsible for 
over $1.9 million in renewal nego-
tiation and business revenue part-
nerships. 

Maxon is a native of Cashion, 
Oklahoma, and earned his degree 
from the University of Oklahoma 
in 1994. 

Tulsa Welding School (TWS) 
has named Frances Heaston cam-
pus president of the Tulsa-based 
skilled-trade school. A leader in the 
industry for more than 60 years, 
TWS has trained thousands of 
students for sustainable welding, 
pipefitting and electro-mechanical 
careers in a variety of industries, 
ranging from oil and gas to man-
ufacturing.

As campus president, Heaston 
will oversee many aspects of cam-
pus operations at TWS, operated 
by StrataTech Education Group, 
including operational effective-
ness, academic quality and overall 
growth. Heaston is also responsi-
ble for the general education and 
graduation success of nearly 700 
students, and will oversee 70 staff 
members and administrative func-
tions.

Serving the higher education 
sector since 1984, Heaston joins 
TWS from Altierus Career Col-
lege, previously Everest Institutes, 
Colleges and Universities. During 
her 15-year tenure at Everest, 
Heaston separately led three cam-
pus locations as campus president, 
overseeing multiple functions and 
departments, including academics, 
admissions, career services and 
student finance. Additionally, she 
served as vice president for two 
years and director of Admissions 
for seven years.

For more information, visit www.
weldingschool.com.
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A dark rumor circulated for 
many years about the Italian Re-
naissance house at 235 W. 18th St.  

It was built in 
1920, designed by 
New York archi-
tect Albert Joseph 
Bodker for Carl 
and Pauline Dress-
er. The rumor was 
based on the idea 
that owning the 
house was like 
signing a death 
warrant.  The fact 
that Carl and Pau-
line’s two subse-
quent husbands 
all died rather sud-
denly seemed to 
lend truth to this 
fable. However, 
the health of sub-
sequent owners 
has laid this idea 
to rest.

The house, locat-
ed on a steeply sloping lot, utiliz-
es its site to the maximum. A port 
cochere on the west is adjacent to 
a walkout basement containing a 
study and a billiards room—the 
1920s answer to a man cave. The 
L-shaped footprint has an attached 
three-car garage wing on the east 

with servants’ quarters above con-
nected to the kitchen by a small 
breezeway. (In the 1920s, an at-

tached garage was 
a very modern 
concept.) 

Overall, the 
house has five 
bedrooms, six 
bathrooms, six 
fireplaces and 
three sun porch-
es. The interior 
finishes include 
high beamed ceil-
ings, Italian tile, 
hardwood floors, 
wrought iron rail-
ings, and leaded 
and stained-glass 
windows. The ex-
terior is stucco 
with a low-pitched 
terra cotta tile roof.  

There are a num-
ber of 1920s-era 
cutting edge de-

vices in the interior. The master 
bedroom suite includes a shower 
room with multiple shower heads, 
a steam room, and a master closet 
with four walls of closed cabinetry 
built-ins, leaving a large open cen-
ter space to accommodate luggage 
packing and a furniture grouping. 

Also in the interior is a large safe 
in the butler’s pantry and a sun-
room on the west above the port 
cochere, with panels that slide up 
vertically to create an open porch.  

The dining room with a gold 
leaf decorated ceiling has a cast 
stone fireplace with an intaglio 
inscription in Latin on the mantel, 
“Inter secundus res esto moder-
at.” (Translation: “In the future, 
among favorable things be mod-
erate.”) Adjacent to the front door 
is a small room, no bigger than 
a closet, which was planned as a 
telephone room when telephones 
were still a relatively new device.

In the 1980s, I was hired to de-
sign a small remodel for the own-
ers at that time. The husband and 
wife were attorneys who wanted 
to convert the servants’ wing to 
an at-home office facility for the 
two of them. I reviewed the orig-
inal architect’s drawings on lin-
en blueprints, which were very 
detailed. I remember the owners 
proudly showing me the dining 
room table that was original to the 
house (probably because it was so 
massive it would have been hard 
to move).  There was also a living 
room rug designed to fit the space, 
which I was told was original to 
the house.  

Today, the Dresser Mansion, as 
it continues to be known, has had 
several owners and is used as a spe-
cial events facility for parties, wed-
dings and receptions. The house 
was designed for large gatherings, 
so it works well in this capacity.  

I have attended several recep-
tions there, the last a wedding re-

ception for the son of an old friend.  
The backyard, due to the driveway 
and garage configuration, is essen-
tially a courtyard. For this event, 
small bistro tables and strings of 
lights provided a romantic and 
very pleasant setting. Down to 
the present, the home continues to 
maintain its strong historical aura.

It made my recycling heart happy 
to see a 2017 study indicating that 
access to fewer toys 
results in longer, 
more meaningful 
playtimes for tod-
dlers. Researchers 
at the University 
of Toledo released 
a report in Novem-
ber showing “an 
abundance of toys 
present reduced 
quality of toddlers’ 
play.” As we work 
hard to balance 
what we need with 
using less stuff, it’s 
nice to see research 
bolstering that less 
stuff equates to 
good parenting. 

Perfect timing for 
this study as we 
seek to delight our 
loved ones with 
gifts. So, for the 
toddler in your life, 
a great gift can mean wrapping up 
your wrapping supplies of boxes, 
tape and markers, adding in some 
old bed sheets and you’ve got a 
tent making kit that will ignite the 
imagination for hours. 

Eco Glitter
Our nieces came to Tulsa to catch 

one of their favorite acts coming 
through town, and after only 24 

hours, our house hasn’t been free 
of glitter since. It got me thinking 

about its environ-
mental impact. A 
2017 study found 
domestic and 
commercial filters 
do not capture 
glitter. Another 
study shows one 
third of our ma-
rine life now con-
tains micro plastic 
particles, as well 
as congeals into 
a plastic island in 
our oceans, seas 
and lakes.  While 
glitter’s environ-
mental impact is 
still under inves-
tigation, a ban has 
been proposed on 
this beloved/hated 
party favor.

There are sev-
eral great options 
for biodegradable, 

compostable glitter that’s even 
healthy for skin instead of detri-
mental like the petroleum-based 
glitter commonly found in craft 
stores. While you may still find 
flecks for the rest of your life, 
for the glitter-lover in your life, 
check out companies such as En-
viro Glitter, Eco Star Dust, Glitter 
Revolution, Nurture Soap and Eco 
Glitter Fun. 

An Eco Thank You
For nearly a decade, Kristen Mc-

Cormick’s company, Shikoba Re-
cycling, stood in the gap between 
Tulsa’s landfill and our recycla-
bles. Now that Tulsa has available 
large-scale commercial, residen-
tial, and event recycling options 
McCormick is hanging up the 
trash truck to pursue filling new 
gaps she sees that we need. 

We here at Trash Talk are grateful 
to Kristen nearly beyond words. I 
personally have been one of the 
thousands of students and adults 
McCormick has taught about re-
cycling, compost, environmental 
quality control and so much more. 
She has been a part of the program 
to hire people with criminal back-
grounds, and she helped spearhead 
recycling at the Route 66 Mara-
thon and the Tulsa State Fair. 

Simplifying Your Own Life
What positive habit have you 

created for yourself in 2017? We 
deserve to look back at our accom-
plishments, both great and small, 
from helping clean up rivers and 
streams around town to remem-
bering your to-go bag for nearly 
all your 2017 shopping trips.

I asked Facebook friends how 
they’ve reduced stress in their lives 
with the power of reducing waste. 
One friend said using a reusable 
K-cup for the Keurig helped his 
peace of mind and pocketbook. 

Another friend reports saving time 
and money by reducing her make-
up routine each morning, which 
allows her to buy healthier beau-
ty products that are eco-friendlier. 
Another great post comes from a 
friend who started participating in 
Meatless Mondays, which reduces 
her carbon footprint and her blood 
pressure. 

I appreciate the pause this time 
of year to honor our struggles and 
efforts we endured over the past 

year. I commend each of you for 
sticking with eco-efforts. Some 
days it’s a struggle to see the pos-
itive impact you make. But make 
no doubts, your efforts are worth 
it, and they are valuable and com-
mendable. May your 2018 be full 
of positive moments that bring you 
peace and security. 

Send your 2017 accomplish-
ments and your 2018 resolutions 
to bethturner@me.com, or on 
Twitter @TrashTalkTulsa.   
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  CALL 918-254-1515 FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION

On Architecture

By ROGER COFFEY, AIA

Trash Talk

By BETH TURNER
Tulsa Master Recyclers Association

The Dresser Mansion Preserves History, Beauty

ELEGANT DESIGN: The Dresser Mansion, 235 W. 18th St., was built 
in 1920 near downtown Tulsa. Much of the home’s original architectural 
elements remain preserved, including high beamed and gold leafed ceil-
ings, Italian tile, hardwood floors, wrought iron railings, and leaded and 
stained-glass windows.

DENTAL Insurance
Physicians Mutual Insurance Company

A less expensive way to help get
the dental care you deserve

If you’re over 50, you can get coverage for about $1 a day*

Keep your own dentist! NO networks to worry about

No wait for preventive care and no deductibles – 
you could get a checkup tomorrow

Coverage for over 350 procedures – including cleanings,
exams, fi llings, crowns…even dentures

NO annual or lifetime cap on the cash benefi ts you can receive

FREE Information Kit
1-877-308-2834
www.dental50plus.com/cadnet

*Individual plan.
Product not available in MN, MT, NH, RI, VT, WA. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certificate of 
thistype. Contact us for complete details about this insurance solicitation. This specific offer is not available in CO, 
NY;call 1-800-969-4781 or respond for similar offer. Certificate C250A (ID: C250E; PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy 
P150 (GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: P150OK; TN: P150TN)
6096C                                                                MB16-NM001Gc

Product not available in MN, MT, NH, RI, VT, WA. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certificate of 

Courtesy Dresser Mansion

Less Means More: Fewer Toys Equals Better Development

FAVORITE ECO MEMORY: My favorite moment of Trash Talk 2017 
was reporting on McAuliffe Elementary and Katie Plohocky’s partnership 
to eliminate school lunch food waste. Students organize the daily com-
postable program. Plohocky’s team picks up the waste each day and deliv-
ers it to her farm animals for dinner. The Natural Resource Defense Coun-
cil reports that 40 percent of food made is thrown away. Trash Talk salutes 
McAuliffe and Plohocky at lowering those statistics one meal at a time. 

BETH TURNER for GTR Newspapers

mailto:bethturner@me.com
www.anagotulsa.com
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SHOPPING:
Canterbury Gifts
Donna’s Fashions

SERVICES:
AAA Oklahoma

Élan by  
Dr. Meghan Hodges, DMD

Enrique’s Salon
Hunter Construction

Pür Lux Nails 
Raymond James  

Financial Services, Inc.
Red Canyon  

Massage Therapy
Sarah’s Tailor Shop
Spiffy’s Cleaners

State Farm Insurance
Wink Optique

The Winbury Group
Zeller Photography

DINING:
The Bistro at Seville

Levain Kitchen and Bakery

101st & Yale

Big Vacancy
10,000 square feet

Previously South Tulsa YMCA
Brokers Welcome

Call the Winbury Group

918 299-7100
Nice 1500 Sq 
Ft Office Space 
Now Available!

Call the
Winbury Group

918 299-7100

HOLIDAY FOOD DRIVE: The 17th annual Food 2 Families food drive benefiting the 
Community Food Bank of Eastern Oklahoma was held in November. Among those encour-
aging people to donate were, from left, KJRH 2 Works for You Meteorologist Taft Price; 
Pete George, director of creative services for KJRH; volunteer Madison Whitekiller; and 
Brianna Coble, volunteer coordinator at Community Food Bank of Eastern Oklahoma.

SHOP WITH A COP: The Rotary Club of Tulsa held its annual “Shop with a Cop” event 
in December. The program pairs students from Celia Clinton Elementary School with police 
officers who help students shop for Christmas presents for their families. Pictured at the 
event in 2016 are Tulsa police officers with Rotarians Lindsey Dunn, center; Becky Fields; 
Lynne Moore, second from right; and John Rains with Clinton Elementary students.
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donnasfashions.com
www.thebistroatseville.com


The ultimate gift guide for TCC 
students is here with this year’s 
The Wish Book. For the second 
year, the Tulsa Community Col-
lege Foundation has created a cat-

alog filled with opportunity gifts 
to help TCC students. These ideas 
go beyond tuition scholarships to 
engage the student with experi-
ences and projects that add to their 

learning.
“We like to call this our educa-

tion holiday catalog. Influenced 
by the Neiman Marcus concept for 
The Christmas Book, we want to 
reimagine education giving,” says 
Lauren Brookey, president of the 
TCC Foundation and VP for Ex-
ternal Affairs. “Our success last 
year in funding academic and pro-
gram needs for students inspired 
us to develop our second catalog.”

The Wish Book features eight 
opportunity gifts starting at $450 
that range from service learning to 
leadership conferences. One of the 
opportunities allows students to 
create little free libraries across 15 
city park locations. Another proj-

ect supports students in the True 
Blue Lead program who serve as 
volunteer leaders and ambassadors 
for the college.

“We love the idea that our faculty 
and staff developed these ideas and 
opportunities with the goal of in-

spiring our students,” says Brook-
ey. “With the public’s help, these 
gifts will become reality and lives 
will be transformed in ways that 
cannot be measured by dollars.”

The Wish Book can be viewed at 
tccwishbook.com/.
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favorite varieties

 delicious oranges
fresh from Florida20

4

    Handpicked fresh from the grove!

Call 1-888-813-0729 to order item 453X
or Visit HaleGroves.com/N19182

Order Item #453X, mention Code 8SH-N982 for your $15 savings. 
Only $19.99*  (reg. $34.99), plus $5.99 shipping & handling. Satisfaction completely guaranteed. � is gift 

ships in December at the peak of freshness. Order by Dec. 16, 2017 for GUARANTEED Christmas delivery.

Call now and

SAVE 43%!
*Plus $5.99 handling to the 48 contiguous states. Limited time o� er, good while 

supplies last. Not valid with any other o� er. Limit 5 boxes per customer.

Since 1947. 
Hale Groves, Vero 
Beach, FL 32966

WOW!WOW! 

IC:  8SH-N982

4 unique varieties. 20 delicious oranges!

Navel
Oranges

Tangerines

Petite Navel 
Oranges

Petite Red 
Navels

SAVE $15!
Reg. Price $34.99

ONLY

$1999*

Special limited 
time offer!

Orange Spectacular!

A customer favorite!  Send a box of our large, luscious sun-loving fruit hand-picked fresh 
from our grove. A generous selection of our 2 most popular varieties are guaranteed to
delight everyone on your list. All at a very special price!

•   3 Ruby Red Grapefruit
So sweet, they never need sugar!

•   4 Navel Oranges
Sweet, juicy and seedless

O� er expires 12-31-2017.  Some restrictions apply.MB17
IC: P8SH-B965

Call Toll-Free 1-855-980-4937 to order item MB17
or Visit PittmanDavis.com/B1965

Only $19.95 (reg. $30.90) plus FREE Shipping and handling to the 48 contiguous states.

Plus 4 FREE
Grapefruit Spoons

SPECIAL
OFFER!

FREE
SHIPPING

SAVE 35% & FREE SHIPPING

WAS $30.90

$1995
NOW
ONLY

TCC Offers Holiday Gift Guide for Students

Sprint Features Tech Gifts Under $100
With the holiday season in full 

swing, it’s time to make room for 
the latest technology for anyone 
on the holiday list. 

The Tile Mate Item Tracker is a 
helpful gift for those friends who 
are always losing something. Help 
them keep track of their items with 
this tiny Bluetooth tracker paired 
with an easy-to-use app. Just place 
the tile on your items and easily 
find it by loudly ringing the lost 
item or checking the map on your 
device. Get a four-pack of tiles for 
$69.99.

Pure joy will cover the face of 
anyone who finds a Mophie Pow-

erstation Mini under the tree this 
year. From moms who can’t put 
the camera down to teenagers 
who spend hours on social media, 
this convenient power source is 
perfect for anyone who doesn’t 
want to miss a moment because 
of a low battery. The powerstation 
has a rechargeable universal bat-
tery and can charge smartphones 
or tablets. This powerstation has 
it all with an easy-to-carry de-
sign and aluminum finish with 
two USB charging ports, an LED 
battery indicator and more for 
$29.99.

Whether at work or play, anyone 

will appreciate the convenience of 
the Belkin Wireless Charging Pad. 
The elegant design and black fin-
ish will go great on a desk, kitchen 
counter or bedside table. The pad 
is also compact and travel-friend-
ly, making it easy to take on the 
go anywhere. This is the perfect 
stocking stuffer for anyone, priced 
at $39.99.

Take the stress and chaos out of 
shopping this holiday season by 
shopping these smartphone acces-
sories under $100 with Sprint. Its 
in-store experts make it easy to 
find the perfect gift for everyone 
on your list. 

Nielsens Gifts, located in The 
Plaza at 81st Street and Lewis Av-
enue, was the first store in Okla-
homa to carry Waterford Crystal.  
Arthur Nielsen selected the new 
crystal art when there was only 
one pitcher being imported to the 
USA in the early 1960s. Waterford 
and Nielsens has had a strong part-
nership ever since.    

In November, Nielsen’s hosted 
a signing event featuring Water-
ford’s world famous Ambassador 
and Master Craftsman, Tom Pow-
ers.

The Limited From Ireland with 
Love bowl that was special for this 
year’s signing event was mouth 
blown and hand cut in Ireland.  
Nielsens loves this unique Artisan 
Piece that is also a wonderful val-
ue.  Other favorites are the fabu-
lous Snowflake toasting flutes in 
Cobalt Blue and six-inch Heart 
vase at a special value! 

Powers educated visitors on the 
mouth blowing and hand cutting 
of Waterford Crystal that give it 

a special sparkle.  Powers began 
his career with Waterford Crys-
tal as an apprentice in the 1980s.  
After years of training, he became 
a Master Craftsman.  Powers is 
the Waterford spokesman for the 
Times Square Crystal Ball for 
New Year’s Eve.   He lives in Wa-
terford, Ireland.

The 2017 Waterford collection 
is now on display at  Nielsens at 
81st Street and Lewis Avenue.  
This year’s Waterford collection 
has something for every taste from 
the traditional to the new color-
ful cut pieces to contemporary 
clear crystal.  Visitors should see 
the Giftology Collection. Every-
thing is packaged in colorful tins 
with fun sayings. There are some 
great surprises and specials just 
for Nielsens’ customers.  Lismore 
Pops- bright Hot colors in Cham-
pagne flutes and Bar Glasses are 
Andrea Nielsen’s favorite new in-
troductions.

More Information see www.
NielsensGifts.com.

Nielsens Center Stage for Waterford

SIGNING EVENT:  Andrea Niel-
sen, right, hosted world famous 
Ambassador and Master Crafts-
man Tom Powers of Waterford and 
Ireland in November at her store, 
located in The Plaza, 81st Street 
and Lewis Avenue.  In the middle 
is Andrea’s daughter, Annika.

GTR Newspapers photo

GTR Newspapers photo

HOLIDAY FUN:  InHouse Advertising hosted their annual Holi-
day Party at their new offices at 6914 S. Yorktown Ave.  From left 
are Dr. Terry Rigdon; Renee Profitt, InHouse Advertising; Pat Bald-
win, GM at KTUL; Stephanie Pierce, Dave’s Claremore RV; and 
Amy Calvert, GM at KJRH.

http://www.NielsensGifts.com
http://www.NielsensGifts.com
halegroves.com/N19182
pittmandavis.com/B1965
www.cjschooluniforms.com
scogginsroofinginc.com
www.hummingbirdelectric.com
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TAKE A NEW LOOK AT WHAT’S  
POSSIBLE WITH CENTRAL BANK. 
From personal checking to commercial banking and the smallest loan to 

the largest investment, Central Bank helps you turn what’s possible into 

what’s real. Discover the world of possibilities at centralbank.net or stop 

by to talk to a local Central Bank representative today.

Member FDIC

CENTRAL BANK OF OKLAHOMA CALENDAR • DEC. 10, 2017 to JAN. 13, 2018

Happy Holidays and Best Wishes for 2018 from Your Friends at GTR Newspapers!
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
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More Bank for Your Buck

Free Small Business Checking

New Name. Same Bank.

Ask us about fraud ID protection

Eli Young Band
Cain’s Ballroom
8:15 p.m.
Visit cainsballroom.com for 
more information.

21 SavagE - numB ThE 
Pain Tour
Cain’s Ballroom
8 p.m.
Visit cainsballroom.com for 
more information.

STYx
River Spirit Casino
8 p.m.
Visit riverspirittulsa.com for 
more information.

griTS Cd rElEaSE 
Show
Soul City
9 p.m.
Visit tulsasoul.com for more 
information.

duSTin PiTTSlEY Band’S 
BluES ChriSTmaS
Soul City
9 p.m.
Visit tulsasoul.com for more 
information.

rooTS and BooTS
Hard Rock Hotel & Casino
8 p.m.
Visit hardrockcasinotulsa.com 
for more information.

drunkard and 
olio audiTionS
Tulsa Spotlight 
Theatre
6:30 p.m.
Visit spotlightthe-
atre.org for more 

information.

dog daYS of winTEr
Tulsa Botanic Garden
10 a.m. –5 p.m.
Visit tulsabotanic.org for more 
information.

TulSa 
lanTErn 
lighT 
fESTival
River West 
Festival Park
All Day
Visit lanternlightfestival.com/
tulsa for more information.

TulSa’S STorY TElling 
ComPETiTion
IDL Ballroom
8 – 10 p.m.
Visit  facebook.com/oksotulsa 
for more information.

TurnPikE TrouBadourS
Cain’s Ballroom
8:30 p.m.
Visit cainsballroom.com for 
more information.

inTErnaTional Cooking 
ClaSSES
Raindrop Turkish House 
Tulsa 
3 – 5 p.m.
Visit interna-
tionalcook-
ingclasses.
eventbrite.com for 
more information.

TurnPikE TrouBadourS
Cain’s Ballroom
8:30 p.m.
Visit cainsballroom.com for 
more information.
nEw YEar’S EvE 
BangEr
B.A. Rose District
9:30 p.m.
Visit rosedistrict.com for more 
information.
nEw YEar’S EvE ParTY 2.0
Flying Tee
9 p.m.
Visit flyingteegolf.com for more 
information.

SundaY Con-
CErT SEriES
Oklahoma Jazz Hall 
of Fame
5 p.m.
Visit okjazz.org 
for more 
informa-
tion.

SharkS fEEd 
Show

Oklahoma Aquarium
11 a.m.

Visit okaquarium.org for 
more information.

ElECTriC EEl, Piranha 
& arChEr fiSh fEEd 
Show
Oklahoma Aquarium
2 p.m.
Visit okaquarium.org for more 
information.

hangovEr 
Ball 2018
Cain’s Ball-
room
8 p.m.
Visit cains-
ballroom.
com for more 
informa-
tion.

$2 TuESdaY for 
Tu STudEnTS
Circle Cinema
All Day
Visit circlecinema.com 
for more information.

Chad PraThEr
Cox Business Center
8 p.m.
Visit bokcenter.com for more 
information.

a wESTErn ChriSTmaS 
Carol
Oklahoma Performing Arts
2 p.m.
Visit opan2art.org for more 
information.

a wESTErn ChriSTmaS 
Carol
Oklahoma Performing Arts
2 p.m.
Visit opan2art.org for more 
information.

CaSTlE ChriSTmaS
Castle of Muskogee
6 – 10 p.m. through Dec. 31
Visit okcastle.com for more 
information.
lighTS on ThE hill
Chandler Park
5:30 – 10 p.m. through Dec. 24
Visit parks.tulsacounty.org for 
more information.

rhEma ChriSTmaS 
lighTS
Rhema Bible College
5:30 – 11:30 p.m. through Jan. 1
Visit rhemabiblechurch.com 
for more information.

TulSa winTErfEST
Downtown Tulsa
10 a.m. – 10 p.m. through 
Jan. 15
Visit tulsawinterfest.com 
for  more info.

PhilBrook fESTival
Philbrook Museum of Art

5 – 10 p.m. through Dec. 24
Visit philbrook.org for 

more information.

oPEn drawing STudio 
Central Library
3 – 7 p.m.

Visit tulsalibrary.org for info.

minECrafT gaming wiTh 
minECrafT EduCaTion  
Central Library
1 – 3 p.m.
Visit tulsalibrary.org for info.

lEgo Build 
South Broken Arrow Library
10:30 – 11:30 a.m.
Visit tulsalibrary.org for more 
information.

BookS To 
film: “ThE 
Polar 
ExPrESS”
Broken Arrow 
Library
10:30 a.m. – 12 p.m.
Visit tulsalibrary.org for more 
information.

STEnCil SCrEEn PrinTing 
Central Library
4 – 5 p.m.
Visit tulsalibrary.org for more 
information.
CovEr To CovEr Book 
CluB
Broken Arrow Library
6:30 – 7:30 p.m.
Visit tulsalibrary.org for more 
information.

digiTal liTEraCY laB 
oriEnTaTion
Central Library
12:30 –1:30 p.m.
Visit tulsalibrary.org for more 
information.

PhoToShoP laB: hoax 
PhoToS
Central Library
5:30 –7 p.m.
Visit tulsalibrary.org for more 
information.

BrookSidE Book diS-
CuSSion
Brookside Library
10:30 a.m. – 12 p.m.
Discussion of “No One Is Com-
ing to Save Us” by Stephanie 
Powell Watts. Visit tulsalibrary.

org for more infor-
mation.

STorYBook SanTa ClauS
Owasso Library
12 – 1:15 p.m.
Visit tulsalibrary.org for more 
information.

drawing on mEmoriES
Philbrook Museum of Art
10 a.m. – 12 p.m.
Visit philbrook.org for more 
information.

wirligig rEuniTEd
Blackbird on Pearl 
9 p.m.
Visit blackbirdonpearl.com for 
more information.

ThE PEarl Jam 
Blackbird on Pearl 
9 p.m.
Visit blackbirdonpearl.com for 
more information.

BiPolar managE-
mEnT SuPPorT grouP 

Mental Health Association 
of Oklahoma 
6:30 – 7:30 p.m.
Visit www.mha-

ok.org for more 
information.

Brandon 
Clark
Mercury Lounge
4 p.m.
Visit mercurylounge918.
com for more information.

glow holidaY 
ExPrESS Train & 
EnTErTainmEnT
Guthrie Green
7–10 p.m.
Visit guthriegreen.com for 
more information.

wink BurCham and 
JaCoB Tovar
Mercury Lounge
9  p.m.
Visit mercurylounge918.com 
for more information.

SCoTT EvanS and  
dYlan STEwarT
Blackbird on Pearl 
9:30 p.m.
Visit blackbirdonpearl.com for 
more information.

BaSiCS of mEdiCarE
LIFE Senior Services
10 a.m. – 12 p.m.
Visit  lifeseniorservices.org 
formore information.

BEginnErS gardEn SPir-
iT SCulPTurE workShoPS
Tulsa Stained Glass 
7 – 9:30 p.m.
Visit  tulsastainedglass.com 
formore information.

goldEn EaglES
vs. Fort Wayne • 7 p.m.
Men’s Basketball
Visit mabeecenter.com for info.

goldEn hurriCanE vS.
Manhattan • 6 p.m.
Men’s Basketball
tulsahurricane.com for tickets.

goldEn hurriCanE vS.
UCONN • 6 p.m.
Men’s Basketball
tulsahurricane.com for tickets.

goldEn hurriCanE vS.
Wichita St. • 6:30 p.m.
Men’s Basketball
tulsahurricane.com for tickets.

goldEn hurriCanE vS.
ECU • 4 p.m.
Men’s Basketball
tulsahurricane.com for tickets.

a ChriSTmaS Carol 
American Theatre Co.
2 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

imProvE Through 
imProv 
Mason on Leadership
1 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

a ChriSTmaS Carol 
American Theatre Co.
2 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

ThE nuTCraCkEr 
Tulsa Ballet
2 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

ThE nuTCraCkEr 
Tulsa Ballet
2 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

ThE nuTCraCkEr 
Tulsa Ballet
7 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

ThE nuTCraCkEr 
Tulsa Ballet
7 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

ThE nuTCraCkEr 
Tulsa Ballet
2 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

ThE nuTCraCkEr 
Tulsa Ballet
2 & 7 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

a ChriSTmaS Carol 
American Theatre Co.
7:30 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

a ChriSTmaS Carol 
American Theatre Co.
7:30 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

a ChriSTmaS Carol 
American Theatre Co.
7:30 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

a ChriSTmaS Carol 
American Theatre Co.
7:30 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

a ChriSTmaS Carol 
American Theatre Co.
7:30 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

ShEridan road 
ChriSTmaS CaBarET 
Sheridan Road
7:30 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

ShEridan road 
ChriSTmaS CaBarET 
Sheridan Road
7:30 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

a ChriSTmaS Carol 
American Theatre Co.
7:30 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

a ChriSTmaS Carol 
American Theatre Co.
7:30 p.m. • Dec. 22-23
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

EviTa
Theatre Tulsa
8 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

TrEE
PAC Gallery
Jan. 4 – 30
FREE Exhibit.

an EvEning wiTh  
EriC whiTaCrE
Tulsa Symphony Classics
8 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

EviTa
Theatre Tulsa
8 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

6

TulSa oilErS
vs. Colorado
7:05 p.m. 
Visit tulsadrillers.com for 
more information.

TulSa oilErS
vs. Allen
7:05 p.m. 
Visit tulsadrillers.com for 
more information.

TulSa oilErS
vs. Kansas City
7:05 p.m. 
Visit tulsadrillers.com for 
more information.

TulSa oilErS
vs. Kansas City
7:05 p.m. 
Visit tulsadrillers.com for 
more information.

TulSa oilErS
vs. Kansas City
7:05 p.m. 
Visit tulsadrillers.com for 
more information.

TulSa oilErS
vs. Colorado
7:05 p.m. 
Visit tulsadrillers.com for 
more information.

TulSa oilErS
vs. Colorado
4:05 p.m. 
Visit tulsadrillers.com for 
more information.

TulSa oilErS
vs. Wichita
7:05 p.m. 
Visit tulsadrillers.com for 
more information.

TulSa oilErS
vs. Allen
7:05 p.m. 
Visit tulsadrillers.com for 
more information.

We Offer Health 
Savings Accounts

http://www.mha-ok.org
http://www.mha-ok.org
http://www.mha-ok.org
centralbank.net
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AREA NEWS
Douglas Miller Releases Second Book on Tulsa History

Just in time for the holiday sea-
son, the second of two books ex-
ploring the relationship between 
Tulsa’s architecture and its history 
was released Dec. 8. 

Publisher, lead author, and book 
designer Douglas Miller builds on 
the success of last year’s popular 
release, 4th & Boston: Heart of the 
Magic Empire, with his new book: 
Seat of Power: Tulsa’s Ardu-
ous Pursuit of Governance & the 
House Strong Enough to Hold it.

Seat of Power tells the story be-
hind Tulsa’s longest-serving City 
Hall—the Municipal Building 
which stands on the southwest 
corner of 4th Street and Cincinnati 
Avenue in downtown Tulsa. Con-
struction on the building began 
in 1917, it opened in 1919, and 
it remained in use until City Hall 
relocated to the Civic Center in 
1969. Fully renovated in 1974, the 
building has been in use as mod-
ern commercial office space since 
then. 

Seat of Power is not a sequel to 
4th & Boston, Miller explains, but 
the two books do share a common 
ancestry. Both projects, commis-
sioned by property owners, cele-
brate the centennial of oil-boom-
era buildings.

One-hundred years ago, Tulsa 
was experiencing growth too ex-
plosive, in Miller’s view, to be 
fully appreciated by most Tulsans 
today: “We’re amazed at how 
quickly areas like 101st Street 
and Memorial Drive or 91st Street 
and Yale Avenue fill up with box 
stores,” he says. “But, during the 
oil-boom era, Tulsa was the fast-
est-growing city in the world. 
Between 1904 and 1929, Tulsa 
evolved from a cow town with a 
train depot and about 1,500 peo-
ple to a major American metrop-
olis with skyscrapers, industry and 
140,000 citizens. And all of that 
progress occurred without the aid 
of computers, satellite communi-
cations, and modern transporta-
tion.” 

Miller says that it shouldn’t be 
surprising that there was a lot of 

drama tied up in Tulsa’s growth—
including the buildings about 
which he writes. 

“Tulsa was built by rough-and-
tumble pioneers and wildcatters 
who started with nothing yet built 
a financial empire with little more 
than nerves of steel and raw op-
portunity. They worked extremely 
hard and took tremendous risks to 
get rich quick—not always legally, 
ethically or successfully. But those 
who made it wanted the world to 
know what they had achieved. It’s 
not an exaggeration to say that 
behind every one of Tulsa’s oil-
boom buildings can be found the 
story of those bold personalities 
who wanted to leave their legacy.” 

Not only does this power of leg-
acy make for a remarkable story, 
but in Miller’s view, it also adds 
to the tragedy of all the archi-
tecture that Tulsa lost during the 
Urban Renewal era of the 1960s 
and ‘70s. 

In Seat of Power, he reveals the 
pivotal role the Municipal Build-
ing had in the birth of Tulsa’s cur-
rent spirit of historic preservation. 
“After the city moved out, the 
Municipal Building was doomed 
to become a parking lot,” he ex-
plains. “But someone was willing 
to take a risk on saving it just to 
prove that old buildings didn’t 
have to be sacrificed in the name 
of progress.” 

More than just a financial gam-
ble that paid off, the renovation of 
what is known today as the “Old 
City Hall” building succeeded in 
changing the way Tulsans look at 
the city’s architectural heritage. 
“We owe a lot to that building,” 
Miller says. “Having the oppor-
tunity to tell its story was both an 
honor and responsibility.”

Honor and responsibility in sto-
rytelling are guiding principles 
at Miller’s Tulsa-based publish-
ing house, Müllerhaus Legacy. In 
addition to designing books for 
larger publishers and developing 
high-level corporate communi-
cations materials, Müllerhaus 
Legacy found a niche creating 

commissioned history books for 
clients that, in 2017, ranged from 
a quaint small-town church with a 
few hundred members to families 
and businesses with assets in the 
billions. 

In August, for example, Müller-
haus Legacy released The Rob-
son Ranch: Hard Work & Family 
Ties. Authored by John Wooley, 
it tells the story behind the mod-
est Northeastern Oklahoma cattle 
ranch where Wal-Mart’s Walton 
family travels annually to spend 
time together and relive childhood 
memories. 

“Whether we’re telling the story 
of a business, a family, or a build-
ing, we do our best to craft a prod-
uct that is as credible and honest as 
it is engaging and personal,” says 
Miller. 

In the world of marketing and 
branding, “storytelling” is a pop-

ular buzzword today. But accord-
ing to Miller, that’s been his focus 
since founding Müllerhaus after 
his departure from advertising gi-
ant Ackerman McQueen almost 15 
years ago. 

“Encouraging a client to consid-
er the legacy they’ll leave behind 
compels them—and us—to take 
storytelling considerably more 
serious than most publishers and 
branding agencies. History is one 
of the most valuable—yet least 
leveraged—assets for compelling 
and authentic corporate communi-
cations. Too many business own-
ers miss the opportunity to con-
nect honestly with customers and 
employees when they replace their 
authentic story with a manufac-
tured brand story that plays well to 
focus groups. Real life isn’t craft-
ed by a focus group. And folks 
nowadays—especially millenni-

als—are hungry for authenticity, 
not idealized realities.”

Miller hopes that in Seat of Pow-
er, readers will discover the au-
thenticity built into Tulsa during 
its formative years. 

The Old City Hall building cer-
tainly has a story worth remem-
bering, he notes. And every old 
building that gets a new lease on 
life in downtown Tulsa shares in 
the legacy of Old City Hall. 

Seat of Power: Tulsa’s Ardu-
ous Pursuit of Governance & the 
House Strong Enough to Hold it 
and 4th & Boston: Heart of the 
Magic Empire are available at 
Decopolis, Ida Red, Magic City 
Books, On A Whim, Tulsa Histor-
ical Society and other local book-
stores. They can also be ordered 
on Amazon.com or by calling 
Müllerhaus Legacy at 918- 747-
0018.

By BRAD BALMER
Table Tennis Aficianado

Looking for something to do 
this winter? Join us in playing 
the second most popular partic-
ipant sport in the world and the 
most popular racket sport—ping 
pong.

Ping Pong is the perfect activity 
in that it is inexpensive, healthy, 
fun and can be enjoyed by indi-
viduals of any age and physical 
ability. 

Top table tennis players are 
some of the greatest athletes in the 
world, yet the sport is also enjoyed 
by millions of children, teenagers, 
students and adults of all ages and 
abilities. 

Table tennis is a tried and true 
staple of American homes, proven 
to bring families together through 
a non-electronic channel.

Competitive league play and in-
structional classes for juniors aged 
7-16 both began in November. 

The club will play at the 
Northside Christian Church Gym-
nasium, located at 1221 N. Elm Pl. 
in Broken Arrow, just south of the 
BA Freeway exit. 

Please bring your paddle if you 
have one, or we will have extra 
paddles available. Tennis shoes 
and dark colored clothing is rec-
ommended. 

For more information, visit bro-
kenarrowpingpong.com or call 
918-240-7465.

Top 10 Health Benefits of  
Playing Ping Pong:
• Improves hand-eye coordination 

and stimulates mental alert-
ness, concentration and tactical 
strategy. This makes it the 
perfect game for young people 
to sharpen reflexes and for older 
people to refine tactics.

• Develops mental acuity. The 
speed, spin and placement of 
the ball are crucial in table 
tennis, and practiced players are 
highly skilled in both creating 
and solving puzzles involving 
these three attributes.

• Improves reflexes. Due to 
the fast-paced, short-distance 
nature of the sport, both gross 
and fine muscle movements are 
improved. The game is distin-
guished by bursts of exertion 
and recovery, leading to fast-
twitch muscle development.

• Easy on the joints. Have you had 
knee surgery or back problems 
or are tired of twisting your 
ankles? Table tennis is a great 
way to improve leg, arm and 
core strength without overtax-
ing joints.

• Burns calories. A 150-pound 
person can burn 272 calories by 
playing table tennis for an hour.

• Offers a social outlet. Whether 
you play in the community 
center or at home with friends, 
table tennis offers a great way 

to bond with other people. 
Because young and old people 
can play the game, it can help 
improve communication and 
build relationships, irrespective 
of age. Playing at home with 
siblings or parents can bring 
family members closer and en-
able them to spend more quality 
time with each other.

• Keeps the brain sharp. Alzhei-
mer’s Weekly reports a clear 
increase in motor skills and 
cognitive awareness from play-
ing table tennis, after a series 

of preliminary clinical studies 
in Japan found that table tennis 
markedly increases the flow of 
blood to the brain and could 
possibly even prevent dementia.

• Improves coordination. Fol-
lowing the ping pong ball as 
it moves quickly toward you, 
and following its trajectory as 
your opponent hits it helps to 
improve hand-eye coordination.

• Improves balance. Staying bal-
anced and being able to quickly 
change direction are key to being 

successful in a ping pong rally.
• Stimulates various parts of the 

brain. By anticipating an op-
ponent’s shot, a player uses the 
prefrontal cortex for strategic 
planning. The aerobic exercise 
from the physical activity of the 
game stimulates the hippocam-
pus, the part of the brain that is 
responsible for allowing us to 
form and retain long-term facts 
and events.

Brad Balmer is a 40-year ping 
pong player, competitor and teacher.

STORIES OF LEGACY: Douglas Miller poses with his two books that highlight Tulsa architecture and 
history: 4th & Boston: Heart of the Magic Empire and, the newly released, Seat of Power: Tulsa’s Arduous 
Pursuit of Governance & the House Strong Enough to Hold it. 

Area Table Tennis Club Forming For All Skill Levels

GAME ON: Noelle Cullison, a member of the Broken Arrow 1st Junior Club, plays table tennis at the Tulsa 
Table Tennis Club at the Bixby Community Center.
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