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EEEveryttthhhiiing you needdd ttto enjjjoy ttthhhe very bbbesttt offf llliiifffe.
Westminster’s old world architecture and state-of-the-art technology

combine to bring you a unique experience in retirement living.

All Inclusive Rate | Personalized Care

Assisteed Living and Memory Care

2106 Modaus Road SW
Decatur, AL 35603

256-309-5300

westminsteralf.com

Earn 3% CashBack on purchases that post to your account from October 1, 2017, through December 31, 2017. When merchandise is returned, the account credit will result in a
reduction of the CashBack rebate. The CashBack rebate will be deposited to the primary business account in January 2018. Fees, interest charges, cash advances, and payments
are not considered purchases and do not apply toward this cash bonus. To be eligible for the rebate, the credit card account must remain open and current. Other restrictions
may apply. Contact RFCU® for more details about the CashBack rebate.
At least one owner of the business must be, or become, a member of RFCU®, or be in our field of membership in order to obtain a business loan. Must be eligible for member-
ship and open a share savings account to become a member. A $5.00 minimum balance is required to open the share savings account and must be maintained in the account at
all times. Age and other restrictions may apply. In addition, a business share account must be opened in the business name in order to obtain a loan. Fees and restrictions may
apply to some business accounts, products, and services. All loans subject to credit approval. Redstone Federal Credit Union® is an Equal Credit Opportunity Lender.

This credit union is federally insured by the National Credit Union Administration.

256-327-1104 | redfcu.org

YOU’RE IN CHARGE
with your Redstone Visa® Business

Let your everyday expenses earn a busines
bonus with 3% CashBack every time you
use your Redstone Visa Business credit card
now through December 31.

• No categories to track
• No spending caps
• No limits on purchases

Use your Visa Business card and get
3% CashBack!
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Clean-up and Restoration following

Fire,Water,Wind or Mold Damage
24/7 Emergency Response

94921-1

1-800-376-6000 • www.independencetube.com

Celebrating Over 35 Years of Quality Tube Products

Thank You For
Your Support
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Offering you more flavors of insurance!

Call 256-355-7951 today for a free quote.
www.stovallmarks.com

When it comes to finding the right top-ranked
insurance to fit your needs and budget, Stovall Marks

has more options than an ice cream shop.
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http://www.pauldavis-tn-valley.com
http://www.independencetube.com
http://www.stovallmarks.com
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john@dcc.org 
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crystal@dcc.org
Louise Brown 

Director of Community Development 
& Public Policy  
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Denice Carter 
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Decatur, AL 35602-2003
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Contact Information
It is time to prepare for a new year. 
As a community, it is important for us 
to look back and reflect on a year of 
news and events that have brought us 
to where we are today. At times, the 
news around us is full of conflict and 
divisiveness, which quite often drowns 
out the news we should be celebrating 
in our community. There is so much 
happening in Decatur and Morgan 
County that show our high quality of 
life, and we as a community need to 
tell that story. 
 
With that thought in mind, the Chamber 
would like to share the top five stories 
from 2017 that make us excited to be 
in Decatur-Morgan County. 
 
A new superintendent for Decatur 
City Schools 
In August, Dr. Michael Douglas took 
the lead as the new superintendent 
of Decatur City Schools – the largest 
school system and employer in Morgan 
County. Coming to Decatur from 
Oneonta, Ala., where he led their city 
school system for three years. Douglas 
quickly established himself as a com-
munity partner and leader in initiatives 
like the One Decatur comprehensive 
plan, meeting in town hall settings with 
members of the Decatur City Council 
and their constituents, and participat-
ing in the Chamber’s State of Decatur 
City Schools after merely two months 
on the job. With students being at the 
front of his mind, first priority, Douglas 
began addressing instructional chal-
lenges like tracking data and reorganiz-
ing a vertically aligned feeder system, 
which organizes where students will 
attend schools as they move through 
the system. Along with taking on the 
logistics of opening two new high 
schools for the 2018-2019 school 
year, Douglas has created an environ-
ment of community excitement as he 
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has transitioned into this new leader-
ship role. 
 
Area schools recognized for excellence 
This year, each school system in 
Morgan County was recognized for 
excellence, which continues a tradi-
tion of educational achievement in our 
area. In the Morgan County Schools 
system, Priceville Elementary earned 
recognition as a “Lighthouse School” 
through the international Leader in Me 
program. Decatur City’s Leon Sheffield 
Elementary was named a National Blue 
Ribbon School of Excellence – one of 
five in Alabama – for the second time 
in nine years, while Dr. Teddi Jackson, 
principal of Somerville Road Elementary 
was named the District 1 nominee 
for Alabama’s national Distinguished 
Principal Award. In Hartselle, Crestline 
Elementary, F.E. Burleson Elementary, 
and Hartselle High School earned the 
Blue Ribbon Lighthouse School of 
Excellence status. Also in Decatur City, 
the system was recognized as the most 
diverse system in the State of Alabama 
by niche.com after Austin High was 
ranked number two and Decatur High 
was ranked number seven in school 
diversity rankings. State, national, and 
international recognition for our sys-
tems shows the strength of our schools 
and how our educators are creating 
opportunities to prepare the next gen-
eration of leaders and learners. 
 
Daikin gives $200,000 for community 
development projects 
In May, Daikin America announced plans 
to donate $200,000 to community 
development and beautification projects 
in Morgan County. From that gift, the 
City of Decatur received $100,000 for 
much needed renovations to the his-
toric marquee of the Princess Theater 
Center for the Performing Arts in down-
town, a location listed on the National 

continued on page 10
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Patrick Johnson, State Farm  

Insurance - Patrick Johnson Agency 
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Leon Sheffield recognized as National 
Blue Ribbon School

On Nov. 17, the Chamber 
was honored to participate 
in celebrating the students, 
teachers and administrators 
of Leon Sheffield Magnet 
School for being named a 
National Blue Ribbon School 
of Excellence by the U.S. 
Department of Education 
- one of five schools in 
the state. The Chamber’s 
Board of Directors passed 
a resolution congratulating 
the school on their hard 
work and accomplishments, which was 
presented during the event by Board 
Chair Patrick Johnson. More than 400 
students, teachers, parents and admin-
istrators attended the assembly to 
celebrate the school’s hard work and 

achievements. The Chamber is proud of 
the school’s work and looks forward to 
their continued success. 
 
Text of the Chamber resolution:  
 
“WHEREAS, the mission of the Decatur-
Morgan County Chamber of Commerce 
is formed to advance the civic, com-
mercial, environmental, educational and 
cultural interest of the City of Decatur 
and Morgan County; and 
 
WHEREAS, the National Blue Ribbon 
Program is a United States Government 
program created in 1982 to honor 
schools which have achieved high 
levels of performance and made sig-
nificant improvement in closing the 
achievement gap in schools where at 
least 40% of the student population is 
classified as disadvantaged; and 
 
WHEREAS, only four elementary schools 
in the state of Alabama have been des-
ignated as Exemplary High Performing 
schools; and 
 
WHEREAS, Leon Sheffield Magnet 
Elementary School has been designated 
a 2017 National Blue Ribbon School, 
 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that 
the Board of Directors of the Decatur-
Morgan County Chamber of Commerce 
would like to recognize and honor Leon 
Sheffield Magnet Elementary School for 
bringing honor to our community.”

The Chamber’s Board of Directors passed a 
resolution congratulating the school on their 
hard work and accomplishments, which was 
presented to principal David Kross during the 
event by Board Chair Patrick Johnson.
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Leon Sheffield continued

Centerstage, a choir of Leon Sheffield 
students, performed during the Leon 
Sheffield Magnet School National Blue 
Ribbon recognition event. 

Decatur City Schools Superintendent Dr. Michael Douglas 
spoke briefly during the Leon Sheffield Magnet School National 
Blue Ribbon recognition event.

Cassandra Ayers, former member of the Leon Sheffield team,  
performed during the Leon Sheffield Magnet School National Blue 
Ribbon recognition event.

More than 400 people attended the Leon 
Sheffield Magnet School National Blue Ribbon 
recognition event.
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Member appreciation event an afternoon “fiesta”

On Nov. 3, the Chamber building was 
transformed into a fiesta environment 
to celebrate the most important part of 
our Chamber: our members. The annual 
Member Appreciation event, made possible 
by the generosity of silver sponsors Pepsi of 
Decatur and The Terrace at Priceville, was 
a “thank you” to our members and partners 
for collaborating on the work the Chamber 
does to sustain our area’s high quality of 
life and make Decatur-Morgan County a 
business-friendly environment. Thanks to 
the more than 175 people who attended 
the come-and-go event. The Chamber looks 
forward to another year ahead of working to 
make our community even stronger!

The Chamber’s annual Member Appreciation event was made possible by silver 
sponsors Pepsi of Decatur and The Terrace at Priceville

Members from across north Alabama visited the Chamber during 
the annual Member Appreciation event.

More than 175 people attended the Chamber’s annual Member Appreciation event.

With more than 850 member businesses, non-profits, partners 
and individuals, the work the Chamber happens only because of 
the faithfulness and commitment of men and women who want a 
strong Decatur-Morgan County. We are thankful for their dedica-
tion to our work!
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Ribbon Cuttings

The Trading Post Western & Outdoor 
1803 Sixth Avenue, Decatur • (256) 613-5740

www.facebook.com/tradingpostdecatur

Knots & Pains, LLC 
1629 Fourth Avenue, Decatur • (256) 227-4271

knotsandpainsmassages.wordpress.com

Chamber closed for the Christmas holiday 
Monday, Dec. 25 

 
Chamber closed for the New Year’s holiday 

Monday, Jan. 1 
 

State of Healthcare  
Thursday, Jan. 25, 7:30 a.m. 

The Doubletree by Hilton Decatur Riverfront 
Presented by Decatur Morgan Hospital 

 
Montgomery Public Policy Trip 

Tuesday-Wednesday, March 13-14 
 

Washington D.C. Public Policy Trip 
Sunday-Tuesday, April 15-17 

 
(other events to be announced  

once they are confirmed)

Save the Date!

http://www.facebook.com/tradingpostdecatur
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Douglas excited about future of Decatur City Schools
On Oct. 17, the Chamber welcomed newly minted 
Decatur City Schools Superintendent Dr. Michael 
Douglas to the annual State of Schools Address, pre-
sented by BBVA Compass of Decatur and hosted by 
Calvary Assembly Epicenter. More than 150 members 
of the education, business and non-profit communities 
listened to Dr. Douglas discuss student and school 
achievement, a capital projects update and strategies 
for the future of the system. The Chamber is thankful 
for the relationship it has with our schools and looks 
forward to even greater collaboration ahead in prepar-
ing our future leaders in the workforce.

Presenting Sponsor

More than 150 educators, business leaders and community 
advocates attended the Chamber’s annual State of Decatur 
City Schools.

Dr. Michael Douglas, superintendent of Decatur City Schools for 
less than two months, spoke during the Chamber’s annual State 
of Decatur City Schools address of his excitement of leading the 
system in the years to come.

During the Chamber’s annual State of Decatur City Schools 
address, Superintendent Dr. Michael Douglas discussed several 
areas of the system he plans to address, including instructional 
plans and the system’s feeder patterns. 

Business, community and education 
leaders from across Morgan County 
attended the Chamber’s annual State 
of Morgan County Schools address.

Venue Sponsor
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Bendall’s Pharmacy, Inc.
BRPH
David Burt Financial Solutions
Driven Solutions, LLC
Face to Face Marketing
First Commercial Bank
GrubSouth
IMS, Inc.
Jubilee Cold Brew by Clover Coffee 
Roasters
Lifepoint Church

Morgan County/Decatur Farmers 
Market
Signs of the South
Such-n-Such
The Pilot Club of Decatur

New Members
We thank the following businesses and organizations who made new commitments to our area by their investment in the 
Chamber. We look forward to serving you!

Historic Registry. The Morgan County 
Commission, in conjunction with Morgan 
County Schools, are planning to build a 
baseball field located on the campus of 
Sparkman School in Hartselle for chil-
dren with special needs to participate in 
sports and physical education classes. 
Daikin’s generosity spurred collaboration 
between private industry, non-profits, 
government and school systems where 
thousands will benefit in our community. 
 
Grocery stores drive development 
During the year, two grocery stores 
announced new locations in Decatur 
that will both serve growing population 
areas while spurring other retail develop-
ment options for our community. Lidl, a 
German-based grocer with 10,000 loca-
tions in 27 countries around the world, 
announced in September that Decatur 
would serve as their first Alabama loca-
tion as the company opens their second 
round of stores in the United States. 
Located on the Beltline, Lidl develop-
ers noted the area’s high traffic count 
and the Highway 67 “retail corridor” as 
appealing qualities to build on the for-
mer Calvary Assembly Church property. 

In March, Publix announced a second 
store to serve as the anchor tenant in 
the Point Mallard Centre development 
located at the intersection of Highway 
67 and Indian Hills Road. The develop-
ment, which will feature outparcels as 
well as other adjacent retail space, 
will serve the Burningtree Mountain 
area of the city while capturing traffic 
from Interstate 65 and the Priceville 
community. Both developments show 
confidence in a growing local economy 
and serve as additional opportunities 
for Decatur-Morgan County residents to 
shop locally and help grow our tax base.  
 
Beautification and community  
clean-up efforts 
This year a particular focus on an 
initiative to spend more resources 
and attention on cleaning up the com-
munity and recognizing its impact on 
our quality of life has made a signifi-
cant impact. As an issue addressed 
in the One Decatur comprehensive 
plan for the city, interest is growing 
from residents for better utilization of 
the Wheeler National Wildlife Refuge 
and our natural resources. In the fall, 

a collaboration of city departments 
and non-profit partners, as well as 
private investors, began the clearing 
and cleaning of the west boundary of 
the Refuge along Country Club Road, 
which will later feature walking and 
biking trails. Later, Dry Branch Creek 
in northwest Decatur was cleaned in 
areas adjacent to Decatur Cemetery. 
In early 2018, other areas of the city 
will be targeted for clean-up, including 
tributaries along the Tennessee River. 
With a long list of community partners 
taking an active role – both with volun-
teer hours and financial resources – in 
beautification, Decatur’s spirit of put-
ting our best foot forward can be seen 
in “first impression” opportunities by 
visitors and potential new residents. 
Also, the campaign is a reminder to 
long-time residents about the beauty 
all around us in the River City. In both 
cases, it’s an increased quality of 
life and an investment in our city with 
great returns! 

Top Five Stories continued



1st Impression Cleaning 
Services

Alabama Credit Union

Amanda G. Scott - Revenue 
Commissioner

American National Insurance 
Webb Awtrey Agency

BMSI

Burningtree Country Club

CashMaster

Cerro Wire, LLC

City Cafe

Clinic for Women, PA

Cornerstone Baptist Church 
/ Cornerstone Christian 
School

Corporate Billing, LLC

Country Paradise

Courtyard by Marriott

Decatur Comprehensive 
Dentistry

Decatur Industrial Supply

Decatur Jaycees

Decatur Mall

Decatur Optical Dispensary

Decatur Women’s Chamber 
of Commerce

DoubleTree by Hilton Hotel 
Decatur Riverfront

Drake and Wallace Dentistry

Eddy’s Auto Parts

Edward Jones 

Elder Law Firm of Tom  
Minetree

Electronic Express

EvaBank 

F1 Solutions, Inc.

Firehouse Subs

First Baptist Church

First South Farm Credit

Fish Window Cleaning

Fredricks Outdoor

Friends of the Joe Wheeler 
Home Foundation

Frost Construction & Custom 
Homes, Inc. 

Goodwyn, Mills, & Cawood, 
Inc.

Greater Morgan County  
Builders Association

GSE, Inc.

H. R. Moore Company, Inc.

Hampton Inn

Hardy Chiropractic

Harris, Caddell, & Shanks, 
PC

HealthSpring

Home Pest Control

HTI General Contractors

J. Felton Davenport, DMD

Jackson Plumbing Heating  
& Cooling

Jamie Hood Jewelers, Inc.

Julia’s Pools

Lawrence County Chamber  
of Commerce

Lyons HR, Inc.

Marketing Works

Marriott Shoals Hotel & Spa

McGriff Tire Co. of  
Decatur Commercial  
Truck Tire Service

Morgan Price Candy Co., LLC

North Alabama Glass Co., 
Inc.

Papa Murphy’s Pizza

Party Central

Pill Box Pharmacy

PNC Bank

Price-Denton Endodontics, 
LLC

Pugh Wright McAnally, Inc.

Reed Contracting Services, 
Inc. / Asphalt Manufacturing 
& Paving

Reed Contracting Services, 
Inc. / Ready Mix Concrete

Republic Services

Robin Rents Equipment

State Products Mart  
Authority (SPMA)

Strategic Systems, Inc.

The EE Group, Inc.

The Light House

The Lioce Group

The Terrace at Priceville

TriGreen, LLC

Trinity Discount Drugs

TVW Electrical Supplies, Inc.

UniFirst Corporation

Veterinary Regional Referral 
Hospital

Volunteer Center of Morgan 
County, Inc.

Wheeler Basin Natural Gas

Wolseley Industrial

WS Electrical & Air  
Conditioning, Inc.

Renewing Members
The Chamber would like to thank the following members who reinvested in Decatur and Morgan County by renewing  
their Chamber membership.

1326 4th Avenue SE, Decatur • 256-353-0300
Monday - Friday 8am-5pm, Saturday by appointment

www.eliteflooringamerica.com
Locally owned and operated by Lynn McLemore Caraway

Elite

carpet hardwood vinyl laminate ceramic

16
02
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15
06
04
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Saint Ann
Catholic School

Decatur, Alabama 35603 (256) 353-6543
Now accepting applications

Worried About…
• High student-teacher ratio
• Lack of discipline
• Overcrowded classrooms
• Instruction in portable classrooms

Thought about St. Ann School?
• K3 through 8th grade
• All faiths welcome

Faith - Academics - Service
Saint Ann Catholic School, founded in 1955, was established to provide
a quality Christian education to the residents of Morgan County.

http://www.eliteflooringamerica.com
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Hopkins talks college and career readiness at  
State of Morgan County Schools address

On Nov. 16, the Chamber hosted its annual State 
of Morgan County Schools address, featuring 
Superintendent Bill J. Hopkins, Jr.. During the hour-long 
event, Mr. Hopkins shared with the more than 150 in 
attendance the system’s work and accomplishments on 
making sure each child is college and career ready once 
they graduate. This work includes leadership develop-
ment, career planning, AP access, STEM programming 
and much more. The event was presented by the Morgan 
County Commission, along with venue sponsor Decatur 
Baptist Church. We are thankful for the healthy and 
encouraging relationship with Morgan County Schools, 
and look forward to more work ahead preparing the next 
generation of leaders and learners.

Presenting Sponsor Venue Sponsor

More than 150 people attended the Chamber’s annual State 
of Morgan County Schools address, presented by the Morgan 
County Commission and hosted by Decatur Baptist Church.

Dr. Dee Fowler, chief of staff for the Alabama State Department 
of Education, introduced Superintendent Bill J. Hopkins, Jr., during 
the Chamber’s annual State of Morgan County Schools address.

Students from Morgan County Schools took part in the Chamber’s 
annual address to show the different tools the system uses to 
make each student college and career ready once they graduate.

Superintendent Bill J. Hopkins, Jr. shared 
his thoughts on the system during the 
Chamber’s annual State of Morgan County 
Schools address.
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Leadership programming continues a busy fall schedule

The Chamber’s three leadership and 
workforce programs – Excellence, 
Edge and Equip – continue their busy 
schedules focusing on topics that con-
nect each of us in our community. 
 
Excellence, the Chamber’s program 
for career professionals met in 
October to focus on law, order and 
public safety. Early in the day, the 
group was briefed by several Morgan 
County judges on their jurisdiction 
and participated in a mock trial. Class 
members served as judges, jury, pros-
ecution and defense teams. Following 
lunch at the courthouse, the group 
traveled to the Decatur Fire Training 
Center in the Flint community for brief-
ings and demonstrations from Decatur 
Police Department Chief Nate Allen 
and Fire Chief Tony Grande about the 
work of public safety officers in our 
community. The November Excellence 
program focused on education. 
After starting the day at the State 
of Morgan County Schools address 
and breakfast, the group traveled to 
Hartselle for a tour of the high school 
and a visit with Hartselle City Schools 
Superintendent Dr. Dee Dee Jones, 
stopped at Leon Sheffield Elementary 
Magnet School in Decatur for a tour 
from student ambassadors, and 
lunch at Decatur Heritage Christian 

Academy. Following lunch, which fea-
tured Dr. Yvette Rice of LLVE, LLC and 
her “Dream Challenge” presentation, 
the group had a “windshield” tour of 
Calhoun Community College and a 
walking tour of the Alabama Center 
for the Arts from Director Jennifer 
Bunnell – an Excellence in Leadership 
alumnus. Later in the day, students 
and the superintendents from our 
three school systems – Jones, Dr. 
Michael Douglas from Decatur City 
Schools, and Bill J. Hopkins, Jr., from 
Morgan County Schools – took part in 
a question and answer session focus-
ing on goals for each system, the 

role of workforce development in cur-
riculums, leadership training and how 
they arrived as leaders in education. 
We are thankful for each participant’s 
passion for education and developing 
young people, and we look forward 
to more partnerships together in the 
future. Excellence is presented by 
Nucor Steel Decatur.  
 
Edge, The Chamber’s leadership 
program for 10th and 11th graders, 
met in November at Promise Land 
Church in Hartselle to participate in 
the Simulated Society - or SimSoc - 
exercise. SimSoc is a “game” used 

Excellence participants received a briefing on our court system 
from District Judge Shelly Waters during October’s session focus-
ing on law and public safety.

Excellence participants took part in a mock court trial during their 
October session focusing on law and public safety.

In November, as part of their session focusing on education, students toured the Alabama 
Center for the Arts, a collaboration between Athens State University and Calhoun 
Community College.
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Leadership continued

by groups to teach various aspects of 
sociology, political science and com-
munications skills. The exercise pro-
vides a way for participants to better 
understand the problems of govern-
ing in a society. Participants navigate 
issues including economic inequality, 
justice, diversity, trust, power dynam-
ics, and leadership while dealing with 
topics such as labor-management 
relations, political turmoil and natu-
ral disasters. The goal of SimSoc 
is to bring a deeper understanding 
to everyday experiences as well as 
social and organizational theory. 
Edge is presented by Nucor Steel 
Decatur, along with SimSoc day 
sponsor Indorama Ventures. 
 
In October, the class of 23 eighth 
graders taking part in Equip 
Leadership started their day at 
Decatur Utilities to discuss careers in 
the utility industry, including linemen, 
positions, gas, sewer and wastewa-
ter. Later in the morning, the group 
toured DU’s Water Treatment Plant 
on Highway 20. Before lunch, Equip 
visited Calhoun Community College for 
a campus tour and briefing from their 
team of career coaches. After lunch 
on campus, the group returned to the 
Chamber for group activities focused 

on improving “soft skills” needed in 
the workplace. In mid-November, the 
Equip class gathered again and visited 
Valley Rubber in Falkville to discuss 
careers in manufacturing and fabrica-
tion. Later in the day, Dr. Amanda 
Parker of Animal Tracks Vet Clinic in 
Decatur welcomed the group to dis-
cuss animal care in a clinical environ-
ment. After lunch, Master Sergeant 
Robert Cornett of the Alabama Army 
National Guard visited with the stu-
dents to discuss the wide range 
of technical careers in the Guard, 
especially in the fields of science, 
research, medical care and engineer-
ing. Equip is presented by Nucor Steel 
Decatur, along with October session 
sponsor Indorama Ventures. 

Jennifer Bunnell, director of the Alabama Center for the Arts, gave 
Excellence participants a tour of Phase II of the campus, which 
features a studio theater. 

Education day for Excellence featured a Q&A panel with the three 
superintendents in Morgan County: (L-R) Dr. Michael Douglas 
from Decatur City Schools; Mr. Bill J. Hopkins from Morgan County 
Schools; and Dr. Dee Dee Jones from Hartselle City Schools.

Students took part in 
SimSoc, an exercise 
that examines poverty, 
governance and com-
munication inside a 
closed community.

Students taking part in SimSoc are bro-
ken up in different color-coded regions to 
learn about class structure, economics 
and sociology.
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Excellence, Edge and Equip 
Presenting Sponsor

Master Sgt. Robert Cornett of the Alabama Army National 
Guard described different career paths in the military during the 
November gathering of Equip.

More than 20 eighth graders from across Morgan County are in 
this fall session of Equip.

Chamber takes “field trip” to Tuscaloosa to discuss 
regional career tech center

During the second week of October, a group of 
education, business, non-profit and Chamber lead-
ers took a “field trip” to the Tuscaloosa Career & 
Technology Academy to discuss with local leaders 
the positive impact the center has on the area’s 
workforce development efforts and whether a 
similar regional facility could be a benefit to our 
area. Conversations and continued partnerships 
around this topic will continue, as the Chamber 
trip provided a starting point for determining the 
feasibility of a similar facility in Morgan County. 
The trip was presented by Contractor Service & 
Fabrication, Inc., of Decatur.

More than 25 business and education leaders traveled to Tuscaloosa in 
October to visit their area’s Career & Technology Academy.
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Endless Opportunities two-day expands for  
greater engagement

On Oct. 26-27, nearly 3,000 eighth 
graders from across Morgan, 
Lawrence and Limestone Counties 
visited Ingalls Harbor Pavilion in 
Decatur for Endless Opportunities – 
an annual joint venture between the 
Decatur Morgan County Chamber, 
the Morgan County Economic 
Development Association and the 
Greater Limestone County Chamber of 
Commerce.  
 

Presented by 3M Decatur, the hands-
on expo gave students the chance to 
explore career opportunities in fields 
they one day may work. Professionals 
from each area engaged students in 
activities explaining how careers in 
each area are developed and how to 
prepare for each field of study. The 
vision for the event is after attend-
ing the expo, students are better 
equipped to complete their four year 

plan, now part of each student’s high 
school requirements. Day one fea-
tured students from private schools 
and students from Morgan County 
Schools, Decatur City Schools and 
Hartselle City Schools systems, while 
day two welcomed students from 
Lawrence County Schools, Limestone 
County Schools and Athens City 
Schools.  
 

Attendees had the chance during Endless Opportunities to experi-
ence hands-on training they would have in the skilled trade fields 
like welding.

Manufacturing and assembly exhibitors like GE had hands-on 
activiites and games for the nearly 3,000 Endless Opportunities 
attendees.

Nearly 3,000 eighth graders took 
part in Endless Opportunities and 
visited booth from exhibitors like 
United Launch Alliance.

continued on page 18
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You love having great service
and convenience.
Then you’ll love this bank.

Looking for that perfect
balance of personal service
and tech convenience?
Progress Bank has all the
digital features of a big bank
but with the local connections
and welcoming service of
the local bank we are.

You’ll find:

• no-fee ATMs worldwide*

• mobile deposit

• email or text money
and gift cards

• bill pay and more

myprogressbank.com
*Foreign currency exchange charges at customer’s expense.

256.280.9150 • 255 Grant Street SE • Decatur

Morningside
GIVES

SENIORS MORE

2115 Point Mallard Drive SE • Decatur, AL 35601
256-350-0089

www.MorningsideOfDecatur.com
©2012 Five Star Quality Care, Inc.Pet

Friendly

• Five Star Assisted Living –
Assissted living is all we do

• Exceeptional Food –
Fromm our signature
Hummingbird Cake, to
the chance to get in the
kitchen and “Cook with
Carolyn”

• Creative Progrg ams – From
fitness, to concerts, to
educational programs and
fantastic family fun nights!

• Location, location,
location – Just 3 minutes
to Decatur General
Hospital and physician
offices and close to Point
Mallard Water Park,
where the grandkids love
to play

• Part of the Five Star
Senior Living family, a
name to knknow and trust

Call today to schedule your personal tour
and lunch to learn more.

Morningside of Decatur giving seniors
and families more since 1999!

TO P 5 RE A S O N S T O LOV E
MMO R N I N G S I D E O F DE C AT U R
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http://www.MorningsideOfDecatur.com
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Support for the event was also made possible by corporate sponsors Ascend 
Performance Materials, Calhoun Community College, Indorama Ventures Xylenes 
& PTA LLC, J.M. Smucker Company, Nucor Steel Decatur, Redstone Federal 
Credit Union, Robin Rents, LLC, and United Launch Alliance.

Endless Opportunities continued

Basics in electrical systems were on full display for the nearly 
3,000 Endless Opportunities attendees.

Students from across the region had the chance to visit with 
more than 20 exhibitors from a variety of fields during the annual 
Endless Opportunities event.

Presenting Sponsor

The Chamber’s Young Professionals (YP) 
group and the Junior Chamber gathered 
in November for an after-hours networking 
social in downtown. Presented and hosted 
by The RailYard, the event welcomed more 
than 45 during the open house event. We 
are thankful for the generosity and hospital-
ity of The RailYard staff for hosting another 
great event. 

YP-Junior Chamber social visits The Railyard

Presenting Sponsor
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Morning A Flight
1st 
58 - Cintas
Travis Womack 
John Wynn 
Jon Anderson 
Jeff Davis

2nd 
58 - 3M
Kyle Taggert 
Steve Johnson 
Marc Wallace 
Shannon McCormick

Morning B Flight
1st 
68 - United Launch Alliance
Greg Richardson 
Jason Conley 
Shannon Carlton 
Todd Rose

2nd 
69 - Morgan County 
Commission
Ray Long 
Jeff Clark 
Randy Vest 
Darren Tucker

Closest to the pin winner 
Todd Schrimsher
Longest drive winner 
Kyle Taggert

Afternoon A Flight
1st 
52 - Wilson Machine
Nick Sparks 
Erik Aviles 
Ray Brown 
Sam Murphy

2nd 
55 - Fite Building
J. Robert Fite 
Chuck Reep 
Bryan Askew 
Mark Hightower

Afternoon B Flight 
1st 
67 - Decatur Morgan 
County Chamber
John Seymour 
Jeremy Seymour 
Rick Roden 
Allen Roden

2nd 
67 - I.C.E.
Russell Casey 
Austin Smith 
Justin Bedwell 
Jeremy Latham

Closest to the pin winner
Buddy Carden
Longest drive winner
Sam Murphy

Fall Golf Classic continues tradition of networking, 
perfect weather

On Oct. 13, the Chamber held our annual Fall Golf 
Classic, presented by Valley Budweiser, along with gold 
sponsors Window World of Huntsville and Burningtree 
Country Club. More than 120 golfers took part in the 
day-long event, and we are thankful for everyone who 
joined us for this great networking event.

Presenting Sponsor



Directions  |  December 201720

Networking events continue to connect community 
leaders

October and November featured two morning events 
that welcomed more than 100 members combined to 
connect and network in our community. On Oct. 24, 
our friends at City Center Village in Decatur hosted 
Coffee & Cards at their Bank Street NE location in 
downtown, while on Nov. 14, our friends at Alabama 
Credit Union did the same at their Sixth Ave. branch 
location. Networking opportunities are a member ben-
efit with the Chamber, and we encourage our mem-
bers to take advantage of the opportunity. A healthy 
business community is built on developing relation-
ships in our area, and we’re thankful for the hospital-
ity of City Center Village and Alabama Credit Union to 
help make events like these possible.  

October Presenting Sponsor

November Presenting Sponsor

Nearly 50 people attended the November Coffee & Cards network-
ing event, hosted by Alabama Credit Union.

The Chamber is thankful for the hospitality of Alabama Credit 
Union for hosting the November networking event, Coffee & Cards.

City Center Village, located on Bank Street in downtown Decatur, 
hosted the October networking event, Coffee & Cards.

Thanks to member City Center Village of Decatur for hosting nearly 
50 people at our October networking event.
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Diveristy, inclusion good for business affirms local 
workforce professional

On Nov. 30, Mary Ila Ward, president of Horizon Point 
Consulting, Inc. of Decatur, discussed what diversity and 
inclusion really is, the business case for diversity and 
inclusion, and how to foster diversity and inclusion in 
your workplace. The Breakfast & Biz business develop-
ment session, hosted by The Magnolia Room in down-
town Decatur, presented by Redstone Federal Credit 
Union with breakfast made possible by Morningside of 
Decatur, served as an opportunity to discuss the ben-
efits of diversity of thought, work/life experience, race, 
gender, education, age and the benefits of fostering a 
workplace environment where differences are valued. 
 
Ward, who has a rich history of working with businesses 
around the world to help implement diversity program-
ming and improve their organization’s business culture, 
involved the audience of more than 30 local business 
owners and leaders in several activities to highlight key 
issues related to diversity and inclusion. One activity, known 
as the “Privilege Walk,” included a group of seven attendees 
standing in a line and moved forwards or backwards based on 
their answers to life experience questions asked during the 
exercise. The end result showed how issues like having access 
to transportation, a two-parent household, English as a second 
language, healthcare availability and much more impact one’s 
ability to achieve success.  
 
We are thankful for everyone who attended Breakfast & Biz, 
which is an ongoing business development training and net-
working opportunity for our local business partners. Look for 
the next session in winter 2018.

Presenting Sponsor

Breakfast Sponsor

Mary Ila Ward, president of Horizon Point Consulting, Inc. of 
Decatur, discussed the business case for diversity and inclusion at 
the November gathering of Breakfast & Biz.

More than 30 business and community leaders attended the Chamber’s Breakfast & Biz development session, presented by Redstone 
Federal Credit Union.
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YP Leadership Luncheon features networking  
strategies

On Oct. 31, more than 40 young professionals 
gathered at Community Action Partnership of 
North Alabama for the Chamber’s bi-monthly 
YP Leadership Luncheon series, presented 
by Ascend Performance Materials of Decatur. 
Keynote speaker Claire Geno - business devel-
opment representative for Abacus IT Solutions 
in Birmingham - discussed strategies and 
techniques for effective career networking. 
Geno shared stories of her own experience 
coupled with “lessons learned” from mentors 
to focus on how to connect with your commu-
nity. The Chamber is thankful for her insight 
and her expertise in a field vital to young pro-
fessionals looking to develop their careers.

Presenting Sponsor

More than 40 people turned out to hear from Claire Geno during the October 
YP Leadership Luncheon, presented by Ascend Performance Materials.

Claire Geno, business development representative for Abacus IT Solutions, spoke 
during the October gathering of the Chamber’s YP Leadership Luncheon.

Claire Geno of Abacas IT Solutions spoke to more than 40 people during the 
Chamber’s YP Leadership Luncheon.



from all of us 
to you

Happy Holidays
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www.daikin-america.com

Merry Christmas 200 Terrace Lane, Priceville
(256) 260-0400

www.TerraceAtPriceville.com

Wishing you a  
Merry Christmas and  

a Happy New Year

Pest Control Service
502 14th St SE, Decatur, AL 35601 

(256) 353-4672 
Specializing in Pest Control Service  

in Decatur, AL since 1958

Happy Holidays &  
A Happy New Year!

Home Pest 
Control Co.

Decatur, AL



We are adding another 
Pediatrician!

Call us! 256.973.6175
For An Appointment

Tanya de la Vergne, MD Robyn Johnson, MD David Parmer, MD

Laura Williams, MD Kimberly Dudley, MD Sugantha Krishnan, MD

Jennifer Menon, MD


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Grant Thompson 
Editorial Coordinator/Writer

Stephen V. Johnson 
Graphic Design

John Godbey
Jeronimo Nisa Luna
Crystal Vanderweit
Grant Thompson 

Photographers

(256) 353-5312 
Fax: (256) 353-2384 
http://www.dcc.org

PO Box 2003 
Decatur, Alabama 

35602-2003

Published for the Decatur-Morgan County
Chamber of Commerce by

Tennessee Valley Printing Company, Inc.
P.O. Box 2213 • Decatur, Alabama 35609-2213

The information in this newsletter is gathered in such a way to ensure maximum accuracy.
Tennessee Valley Printing Company and the Decatur-Morgan County Chamber of  

Commerce cannot and do not guarantee the accuracy of all information furnished to it,  
nor the complete absence of errors and omissions; hence  
no responsibility for the same can be, nor is, assumed.

http://www.dcc.org
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