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Donation – The Ladies Ancient Order of Hibernians of Ocean City donated $1,000 to the Macky & Pam Stansell
House of Coastal Hospice at the Ocean, now under construction in Ocean Pines. (Left to right) Front row: Lorraine
Taylor, Pat Fairbend, Mary Rosenhagen, Suzanne Lamont and Peggy Bennett. Back row: Cathy Bocci, Jackie
Choate, Mary Ann Welsh, and Coastal Hospice Vice President of Operations David Hanlin.

Craft club to meet
The Pine’eer Craft Club will meet Thursday, Feb-

ruary 15 in the Ocean Pines Community Center.
Refreshments will be served at 9:45 a.m.; the meet-
ing will begin at 10 a.m. Guests are welcome. For
more information contact Barb O’Connor at 410-
208-2944. The craft this monrth will be St. Patrick’s
Day Votive Lantern. The cost is $4.

AARP offers free tax prep
The AARP Foundation will offer free tax prepa-

ration for low-to moderate-income tax payers
through April 16 at several locations aroundWorces-
ter County. The locations and days are: Ocean Pines
library onMonday, Ocean City Senior Center on Sat-
urday, Pocomoke City library on Friday and Salis-
bury/Mac Center on Tuesday. Volunteers will assist
in e-filing returns but cannot prepare rental/busi-
ness income.
Appointments for Ocean Pines and Ocean City

locations may be made by calling 410-641-5036.
Appointments for Pocomoke may be made by call-
ing 410-957-0878. Appointments for Salisbury/Mac
Center may be made by calling 410-376-3662. Tax
assistance will be available from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. by
appointment only.

RWWC to meet
The Republican Women of Worcester County

will hold their February Luncheon Meeting on
Thursday, February 22, at the Ropewalk Restaurant,
located at 8203 Coastal Highway, Ocean City. The
guest speakers will be Patrick O’Keefe, political di-
rector of the Maryland Republican Party and Grant
Helvey, chairman of the Worcester County Central
Committee. The cost of the luncheon is $20 per per-
son. Doors open at 10:30 a.m.; the meeting begins
at 11 a.m. Tomake your reservation and/or formore
information, please contact Ann Lutz at
annlutz60@gmail.com or at 410-208-9767.

Free concert offered
Wor-Wic Community College will host a free

gospel music event featuring Kent Lee at 7 p.m. on
February 16 in Guerrieri Hall at the college campus
in Salisbury. This event is sponsored by Wor-Wic’s
Black Student Association, the “Echoes & Visions”
Editorial Board and the Student Government Asso-
ciation. For more information, call 410-334-2902.
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Monday
Ocean Pines Poker Club
Poker players wanted in Ocean Pines
area for Monday evenings. Call 410-
208-1928.

Sweet Adelines
The Delmarva Sweet Adeline Chorus
meets from 7 to 9 p.m. in the Ocean
Pines Community Center. Call 410-
641-6876.

Monday/Tuesday
Sanctioned Duplicate Bridge
Open bridge games Monday at 12
p.m., Tuesday at 10 a.m. at OP Com-
munity Center. Call Mary Stover 410-
726-1795.

Tuesday
Families Anonymous
From 7 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. at room 37 in
the the Community Church at Ocean
Pines on Rte. 589. For more informa-
tion call Carol at 410-208-4515.

Tuesday/Thursday
Poker Players wanted for Gental-
men's Poker in North Gate area
Ocean Pines.Game played every
Tuesday & Thursday evening 5:45
p.m. to 10:45 p.m.on Pinehurst
Rd.Ocean Pines. Call 410-208-0063
for more information.

Wednesday
Kiwanis Club Meeting
Weekly meetings at 8 a.m. on
Wednesdays in the Ocean Pines
Community Center. Doors open 7
a.m.

Elks Bingo
Ocean City Elks in Ocean City (behind
Fenwick Inn) open at 5:30 p.m. Early
birds at 6:30 and bingo at 7 p.m. Call
410-250-2645.

Rotary Club
Ocean City/Berlin Rotary Club meet-
ings are held at 5:45 p.m. at the Cap-
tains Table in Ocean City. Contact
Stan.Kahn@carouselhotel.com.

Square Dancing
The Pinesteppers have introduction to
square dancing at the OP Community
Center at 7 p.m. Call Bruce Barrett at
410-208-6777.

AL-Anon/OP-West OC-Berlin
Wednesday Night Bayside Begin-
nings Al-Anon family meetings are
held at the Ocean Pines Community
Center at 7:30 p.m.

Thursday
Story Time
Stories, music and crafts at 10:30 a.m.
for children ages 3-5 at Ocean Pines
library. Call 410-208-4014.

Beach Singles
Beach Singles 45 for Happy Hour at
Harpoon Hanna’s at 4 p.m. Call Ar-
lene at 302-436-9577 or Kate at 410-
524-0649 for more activities.
BeachSingles.org.

Legion Bingo
American Legion in Ocean City opens
doors at 5:30 p.m., games begin at 7.
For information call 410-289-3166.

Gamblers Anonymous
Group meets at 8 p.m. at the Atlantic
Club, 11827 Ocean Gateway, West
Ocean City. Call 888-424-3577 for
help.

Friday
Knights of Columbus Bingo
Bingo will be held behind St. Luke’s
Church, 100th St. in Ocean City.
Doors open at 5 p.m. and games
begin at 6:30 p.m. Refreshments
available. Call 410-524-7994.

First Saturday
Creative Writing Forum
Every first Saturday of the month at 10
a.m. at the Berlin Library. Novice and
established writers gather to share
their fiction, non-fiction, and creative
writing projects. Program includes cri-
tiques and appreciation, market leads,
and writing exercises.

MSO offers
Valentine’s concerts

The only professional symphony orchestra on Mary-
land’s Eastern Shore, the Mid-Atlantic Symphony Orches-
tra (MSO), is celebrating “Reaching Ever Higher,” 20 years
of bringing enchantment to audiences from Ocean City to
WyeMills, MD. On Saturday, February 10, at 7:30 p.m., the
MSOwill present “A RoaringMovies Valentine” at Commu-
nity Church at Ocean Pines. The concert will celebrate ro-
mance with silent movies and the music of the Roaring
Twenties, including Charlie Chaplin’s “The Rink” and Buster
Keaton’s “The Haunted House.” Musical selections include
“Alexander’s Ragtime Band,” “Forty Second Street, and
“Let’s Misbehave.” The concert will also feature guest jazz
vocalist Alexis Tantau from Baltimore’s jazz scene.
On Saturday, March 10 at 3 p.m. at Mariner’s Bethel in

Ocean View, DE and on Sunday, March 11 at 3 p.m., with a
pre-concert lecture at 2:15 p.m. at Community Church at
Ocean Pines, theMSOwill present “In Their Twenties.” The
first half of the concerts will feature Phil Munds on the
French Horn performing Mozart’s Horn Concerto No. 3, in
conjunction with a composition titled “Black Bend” by com-
poser Dan Visconti, which was originally commissioned by
the Cleveland Museum of Art and first presented in a ver-
sion for string quartet. The piece, which takes its inspiration
from an old ghost story about a train derailment and a sup-
posedly haunted stretch of Ohio’s Cuyahoga River, features
many special techniques in order for the unamplified
stringed instruments to produce a raw, distorted tone more
typical of electric guitars. “In Their Twenties,” will also fea-
ture George Bizet’s “Symphony No. 1” on the second half,
who along with Mozart, both composed when they were in
their twenties.
Tickets to all concerts are available online atmidatlantic-

symphony.org, or by telephone (888) 846-8600. For fur-
ther information, visit midatlanticsymphony.org.

Film festival
coming to resort
After a successful first year, the

Ocean City Film Festival is return-
ing March 9 through 11 to bring 100
films and artists to the resort. The Art
League of Ocean City and the Town of
Ocean City are sponsors of the festi-
val.
One hundred films will be

screened over three days at three lo-
cations in the resort: Princess Royale
Hotel, Clarion Resort, and Fox Gold
Coast Theater. The Ocean City Center
for the Arts will also host the opening
night reception and several work-

shops on filmmaking.
The films come from local film-

makers as well as from across the
country and around the world. The
lineup includes feature-length films,
short films, documentaries, funny
films, films made by youth, horror
films, animation, music videos, and
social commentaries.

Tickets are $50 for an all-access
three-day pass that includes the open-
ing and closing parties, or $10 for a
one-day pass. Tickets plus a full
schedule of films and times of screen-
ings are available at ocmdfilmfesti-
val.com, by visiting the Arts Center on
94th St., or by calling 410-524-9433.
Tickets will also be available at the

film locations the day of the screen-
ings on a cash-only basis.
Hundreds of films were submitted

to the festival’s producers, William
Strang-Moya and Kristin Helf, who
selected the 100 best for the festival.
“We have curated our films on the

idea that each is both purposeful and
personal to their respective filmmak-
ers,” Strang-Moya said. “Film is our
way of engaging the community
through art and uniting the artists
with their audience through creative
vision.”

The OC Film Festival is the brain-
child of Stephen Decatur High School
graduate and 2017 Towson University
graduate Strang-Moya, fellow TU

graduate Helf, and Rina Thaler, exec-
utive director of the Art League of
Ocean City and festival supervisor.

“There’s a lot of interest in Ocean
City for this project from a tourism
point of view, from an artistic point of
view, and from a community point of
view,” Thaler said. “This is going to
jell into an event that we grow over
the years.”
The inaugural festival was held in

June 2017 and was the first of its kind
in Ocean City. The 2018 festival has
moved to the off-season to better ac-
commodate traveling filmmakers and
filmgoers and to stimulate the local

please see ffeessttiivvaall  on page 15 

NAACP to meet
The next meeting of the

Worcester County NAACP will
occur on Thursday, February 15
at 6:30 p.m. at the Germantown
School Community Heritage
Center located at 10223 Trappe
Rd. in Berlin.  The topic will be,
“Past, Present and Future
African American Community
Leaders.”  Local leaders will dis-
cuss their experiences.  Light re-
freshments will be served.
Phone 443-944-6701 for infor-
mation.

Former Prime Minister Margaret
Thatcher visited Former President
Ronald Reagan at his ranch on
February 7, 1993



By June Freeman
Local award-winning Ocean Pines

artist Marian Bickerstaff gives true
meaning to
the expression
‘Do what you
love.‘

Upon en-
tering Mar-
ian’s home
studio, the
brilliant col-
ors, seascapes,
l andscapes ,
mu l t imed i a
pieces and her

favorite acrylic
painting of a

rooster light up the room. Her artwork
fills the walls; piles of art rest in bins
placed throughout the room.

Along with her artwork are many
ribbons and awards. However, these
awards are not what matter to her.
What Marian really covets is the op-
portunity to enjoy being “crazy, exper-
imental and play with color.”

She considers art to be “a window
of the soul, an expression of feelings,
experiences, and emotions. It is cre-
ativity’s voice, an extension of one’s
personality.” Even as a young girl,
Marian had a fascination with the
power of color. As a reminder of her
childhood romance with color, on her
desk sits a glass carafe with multicol-
ored marbles which she spent her
early years arranging into color “fami-
lies.”

Marian has made many changes
during her years as an artist. In the
1970s, she was captivated with the art
of craft-making. Along the way, she
discovered the joys of painting and
learned an early, messy lesson about
the staining qualities of phthalo green
and blue.

One of her stories resonates with
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Law enforcement class graduates
Twenty-five law enforcement officers from Wicomico, Worcester, Dorchester, Talbot,

Caroline and Queen Anne’s counties graduated in the 79th entrance-level class of the
Eastern Shore Criminal Justice Academy (ESCJA) operated by Wor-Wic Community
College at the corner of Route 50 and Walston Switch Road in Salisbury.

Graduation exercises, which were held in Guerrieri Hall at the college campus, fea-
tured a commencement address by David C. Massey, chief of the Ocean Pines Police
Department.

Above are from left, Brian T. Nieto of the Ocean City Police Department and Kyle
S. Dalton of the Ocean Pines Police Department.

Local artist expresses herself 
with color, experimentation

800-427-0015

Over 4,000 New Natural Gas
Customers and Growing!

Advertising Sales 
Professionals

The Courier, a weekly community
newspaper seeks experienced ad-
vertising sales individuals with
strong interpersonal skills to build
advertising relationships and assist
in publication growth.  

You must be professional, well-spo-
ken, deadline and customer ori-
ented, and highly motivated with
strong communication and organi-
zational skills.  Work from home.
Must have vehicle and valid driver’s
license. 

Earn 30% sales commission.
Open sales territory in Worcester,
Wicomico and lower Sussex coun-
ties.  This is a key position with con-
siderable income growth potential.
Enjoy flexible schedule.  

EOE

Send cover letter and resume to 
Chip Bertino at 

chipbertino@delmarvacourier.com

Marian Bickerstaff



Page 4 The Courier February 7, 2018

Chip Bertino
Publisher/Editor

chipbertino@delmarvacourier.com

TThhee CCoouurriieerr is published Wednesday morning by
CMN Communications, Inc. Contents copyright
2018. News release items and calendar entries
should reach us Friday noon prior to publication
date. The advertising deadline is Friday at 5
p.m. Read TThhee  CCoouurriieerr online at delmarva-
courier.com

P.O. Box 1326
Ocean Pines, MD 21811

410-641-6695 • fax: 410-641-6688
thecourier@delmarvacourier.com

www.delmarvacourier.com

Mary Adair /Comptroller

CCoonnttrriibbuuttiinngg  WWrriitteerrss  
Ron Fisher, Douglas Hemmick, Jean Marx, 

Kelly Marx, and Bev Wisch

Robert B. Adair  1938-2007

2012 Business of the Year

The

Courier

Susan Bertino
General Manager

Toyota has long dominated the
North American automotive market.
With more than 40 million sold
across the globe, the Toyota Corolla,
introduced in 1966, has been
dubbed the best-selling car of all

time, according
to “Autoblog.”
By 1974, the
Corolla be-
came the
best-selling
car in the
world. “Car

and Driver” says
that other Toyota mod-

els, including the RAV4 and Camry,
also are consumer favorites. 

Did You 

Know...

Governor gives State of State message
Editors Note:  Governor Larry
Hogan gave his State of the State ad-
dress to the Maryland General As-
sembly on Wednesday, January 31.  It
is published here in its entirety.

Mr. Speaker, Mr. President, Mem-
bers of the General Assembly, distin-

guished guests, and my fellow
Marylanders:
Three years ago, when I first had

the honor of standing before this as-
sembly to report on the state of our
state, Maryland was at a critical turn-
ing point.
Our state economy was floundering

and lagging behind the rest of the na-
tion.
Maryland was losing businesses,

jobs and taxpayers at an alarming
rate.
Too many of our families and small

businesses were struggling just to
make ends meet.
The people of Maryland had be-

come frustrated with politics as usual.
Our state was at a crossroads, and

we faced a pivotal choice:
A choice between continuing in the

same direction or putting Maryland on
a new and better path.
And all of us had to make a choice

between serving a political party or
serving the people of Maryland.
One need only look to Washington

to see the destruction that is caused
when hyper-partisanship and inflam-
matory rhetoric permeate the debate
and erode our faith in the institutions
of government.
When I stood on the steps of this

historic State House three years ago to
give my inaugural address, I said that
“The politics that have divided our na-
tion need not divide our state.” And I

warned against “Wedge politics and
petty rhetoric used to belittle our ad-
versaries and to inflame partisan divi-
sions.”
I reminded Marylanders that our

state was better than that.
Our history proved that we were

better.
And for the past

three years we have
been.
We’ve worked

hard to usher in a
new spirit of biparti-
sanship in Annapo-
lis, and to create an
environment of trust
and cooperation
where the best ideas
rise to the top based
upon their merit, re-
gardless of which
side of the aisle they
come from.
Time and again,

we have chosen to
engage in thoughtful and civil debate.
We have risen above the fray of

partisan politics, and we have chosen
to seek common sense bi-
partisan solutions to the se-
rious problems that faced
us.
We are living up to the

great potential and promise
of our state, and together,
we are changing Maryland
for the better.
Because of that, I am

pleased to report that today
the state of our state is
stronger than it has been in
decades, and we are forging
an even stronger and
brighter future for Mary-
land.
Through internal strug-

gle and outward chaos, we
have not faltered.
We have made progress

with courage and with clar-
ity of purpose, and our citi-
zens are more pleased with
the job that we are doing
and the direction that we
are heading than they have
ever been before.
Together we have been

doing what Marylanders do
best: We are leading by our
actions and by our exam-
ple, and ladies and gentle-
men, we cannot afford to

turn back now.
Three years ago, our most pressing

task was to grow the private sector, put
more people to work, make Maryland
more competitive, and to turn our
economy around.
And that is exactly what we have

done.
The day after I was sworn in, we

submitted the first balanced budget in
a decade, which eliminated nearly all
of the $5.1 billion dollar structural
deficit which we inherited.
We did it while cutting taxes three

years in a row.
And we’ve put all that money back

into the pockets of hardworking Mary-
landers, retirees, and small businesses
and back into our growing economy,
which has helped us create an incred-
ible economic resurgence in our state.
Businesses are now returning to

and expanding in Maryland once
again.
We had the best year for business

in Maryland in 15 years and the best
year for job growth in a decade. We

1966 Corolla

2018 Corolla

Governor Larry Hogan (center) just before beginning his
speech.  Photo by Chip Bertino

Delegate Mary Beth Carozza talking with the media fol-
lowing the Governor’s address.  Photo by Chip Bertino

Senator Jim Mathias with Senator Addie Eckhart follow-
ing the Governor’s address.  Photo by Chip Bertino

please see aaddddrreessss  on page 14
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Sports and me? Not so much
It will come as no surprise to those

who know me that sports are not an
overwhelming passion forme. I am not
the most athletically inclined either in
body or interest, a fact which does not
embarrassme. It’s who I am. Long ago
I set free the insecurities associatedwith

being picked last at recess to play hand-
ball or dodgeball or any other ball-type
game.

Philadelphia, where I grewup, was a
sports town. The Eagles (or Iggles in
Philadelphia vernacular). The Phillies.
The Flyers. The 76ers. Jerseys, jackets,
caps and tee shirts emblazoned with
team logos were must wear attire for
many of the kids in the suburban neigh-
borhoods of Northeast Philadelphia.

Classmates could recite stats of their
favorite players and teams. They were
human computers processing and spit-
ting out all sorts of information like
RBIs, ERAs and TDs. Some of these
kidswere junior savants intently follow-
ing the standings, calculating the odds
for a Philly team to get into contention
for a playoff spot. And should one of the
teamsmake it to the playoffs, holymoly,
excitement and anticipation ratcheted
up to such a level it’s a wonder someone
didn’t suffer a nose bleed. They pored
over the sports pages of thePhiladelphia
Daily News andPhiladelphia Bulletin to
slake their thirst for the latest informa-
tion. Local sportscasters “Big” Al
Meltzer and Joe Pellegrino were
demigods whose utterances were ab-
sorbed as if they were dictates emanat-
ing fromMount Olympus.

I never paid much attention to such
things. Iwasmore interested inpolitical
events such as Nixon v.McGovern,Wa-
tergate and the like. I know this sounds
nerdy or worse, but I liked to follow the
weekly television ratings. I couldn’t
make heads or tails out of the National
LeagueEast standings but if youwanted
to know where “All in the Family” or
“Emergency” ranked in the Nielsen’s, I
was your guy. Is it any wonder I dated
so little in high school?

There was one time, actually two
times, when the progress of a Philadel-
phia team held my attention. It was

when the Flyersmade it into the Stanley
Cup finals in 1974 and 1975. The only
reasonmy interest was aroused was be-
cause should they win, wemight get the
day off from school to attend the parade
downtown. No such luck. Even though
they won the championship both years,

schoolwasn’t closed. In fact,
Sister Rosemary announced
each year over the public ad-
dress system, the day before
the parade, that under no
circumstances would an ab-
sence be excused for any-
thing other than dire illness
or death. She made clear
that a doctor’s note and a

Papal Dispensation were required be-
fore an absence would be excused.
Cards on the table, even if we had been
given the day off, I wouldn’t have gone
to the parade.

As I’vewritten,my involvement in all
things sports was limited at the very
best. However, there was one sports re-
lated activity that I enthusiastically em-
braced: trading and flipping baseball
cards. The cardswere a currency among
grade school boys. Itwas not unusual to
find groups of boys huddled in different
parts of the recess yard flipping cards.
“Flip ya colors last. Wins on first.
Everything in it but tops,” was the chal-
lenge to engage another kid to flip cards
with you. Tensions rose with the flip of
each card while the pile grew. To win
you had to top the preceding card
flipped by your opponent with a card of
the same team color. Sometimes all it
tookwas two or three flips. Other times
though, ten, twenty or more flips were
required. Andwhen therewas awinner,
a hue and cry would go up among the
spectators. After recess the winners
were easily identified by their pockets
bulging with cards. Although the nuns
didn’t sanction card flipping, they did
tolerate it.

With agemy interest in sports, espe-
cially football, has increased. Mywife is
an avid Washington Redskins fan so
through the years, I’ve become one as
well, enjoying and sometimes even an-
ticipating the Sunday games. It wasmy
wife whomademe understand the Dal-
las Cowboys are evil.

In the interest of full disclosure, I
very much enjoyed watching the Eagles
win over the Patriots in the Super Bowl.
Although it’s been a long time since I
lived in Philly, I’m still very happy that
the hometown team won. Fly, Eagles
fly!

It’s All About. . .
By Chip Bertino

chipbertino@delmarvacourier.com
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Flu prompts
visitation restrictions

With the traditional flu season at
high intensity in Maryland and very
active on the Delmarva Peninsula,
Peninsula Regional Medical Center
(PRMC) is asking members of the
community to please remember the
important role they play in protect-
ing both patients and other visitors
and hospital staff from contracting
or spreading the flu virus.

As a precaution and to be proac-
tive, PRMC reminds anyone with a
cold, cough, fever or other flu-like
symptoms to please remain at home
and not visit patients. Additionally,
and for the immediate future, the
Medical Center is restricting chil-
dren under the age of 12 from visit-
ing. People with appointments at
Peninsula Regional are asked to not
bring children under 12 to their ap-
pointments unless the appointment
is for the child. Exposure to the flu
virus can happen even in a waiting
room.

Siblings under 12 may visit
PRMC’s Mother-Baby unit or Labor
& Delivery after a screening by the
patient’s nurse. Parent must be sure
siblings are not ill before bringing
them to visit the Mother-Baby or
Labor & Delivery units. For babies’
safety, children with upper respira-
tory infections or symptoms of the
flu will not be permitted to visit.

“Everyone understands this may
cause an inconvenience, but we must
continuously safeguard everyone
visiting here or staying with us for
care,” said Karen Mihalik, RN, In-
fection Preventionist. “That includes
taking extra precautions to protect
our young visitors themselves from
possibly contracting or spreading a
virus at Peninsula Regional.”

During the flu season, visitation
may be further limited throughout
the entire Medical Center depending
upon the level of flu activity occur-
ring in the community or within the
facility. Anyone experiencing any
emergency-related healthcare need
is still encouraged to visit the PRMC
Emergency Department for care.

Peninsula Regional Medical Cen-
ter expects these restrictions to be in
place through March, and will be ex-
tended depending on flu activity. We
will keep Delmarva residents up-
dated on any changes in visitation
during the current flu season.

Change of Watch - The Ocean Pines Boat Club Change of Watch was held
at Adolfo’s Italian Restaurant in Ocean City. Left to right: Joan and Tom Mullin, Past
Commodore and current Republican Central Committee Chair Grant Helvey and Emma
Helvey, Fred and Kay Heinlen and other members.

Advertising Sales
Professionals

The Courier, a weekly community newspaper seeks experienced advertising
sales individuals with strong interpersonal skills to build advertising relationships
and assist in publication growth.

You must be professional, well-spoken, deadline and customer oriented, and
highly motivated with strong communication and organizational skills. Work
from home. Must have vehicle and valid driver’s license.

Earn 30% sales commission. Open sales territory in Worcester, Wicomico
and lower Sussex counties. This is a key position with considerable income
growth potential. Enjoy flexible schedule.

Send cover letter and resume to
Chip Bertino at

chipbertino@delmarvacourier.com EOE

STEVEN W. RAKOW
A t t o r n e y a t L a w

General Practice / Civil Litigation / Criminal Defense
Contracts / Construction Law

441100--660000--33007755
www.STEVERAKOWLAW.COM

All Major Credit Cards Accepted
STEVE@STEVERAKOWLAW.COM

� President, Worcester County Bar Association
� Former Assistant State’s Attorney, Worcester County
� Retired Marine Officer  � 19 Years Legal Experience

Literacy - Jaimie Ridgely’s Phoenix class at Stephen Decatur Middle School is a
writing intensive literacy enrichment class for advanced readers and writers. Students (l
to r) Jack Greenwood, Kendahl Parsons, and Kiersen Thorne entered their work in
the Young Authors’ Contest, sponsored by the Eastern Shore Reading Council. These
talented students were recently selected as contest finalists. The contest winners will be
announced at the Children’s Literacy Festival to be held at Salisbury University in April.
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Free 
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Boar’s Head Meats 

Open 6 a.m. - 2 p.m. Daily

Pastries and Cookie Trays
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the fulfillment she finds in painting.
The story began with her working in a
bank near her hometown of Telford,
PA.  One of her customers asked if she
would consider accepting a commis-
sion to paint a picture of
him and his father drag-
ging home a Christmas
tree in a snowy street
scene.  Her initial concern
was that she could not cap-
ture the moment.  But al-
ways attracted to a
challenge, she agreed to do
the painting.  When she
presented the finished
painting to the man, he
broke down and cried at
the beauty and essence of
her work.   Twenty years
later, the man’s children
somehow tracked her
down and asked her to do
another painting of him
dragging a tree with his
dog and grandchildren.

In 2007 Marian retired from her
job as senior vice president of a bank
in Pennsylvania.  She moved to Ocean
Pines where she began a new chapter

in her life.  Her new life included vol-
unteering at the Community Church
and becoming a member of P.E.O.
Her volunteer work would never be
complete without her finding a con-
nection to art. Thus she has spent her
last five years and many hours of her
time as the president of the board of

directors for the Ocean City Art
League. Marian’s move to the Eastern
Shore has provided her with the per-

please see aarrttiisstt  on page 11

OP Chief Massey speaks to Kiwanis Club
Chief David Massey (left) receives a Kiwanis from Kiwanis Club of Greater Ocean
Pines – Ocean City President Ralph Chinn.
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Saying thank you - For the past eighteen years, the Republican Women of
Worcester County (RWWC) have collected Valentine cards to be sent to our local veter-
ans, thanking them for their service. This year, Vera Beck, RWWC chair of “Caring for
America” program, collected over 1,200 cards from area schools, businesses and or-
ganizations. Through the generosity of Linda Dearing of Copy Central and remember-
ing her father, who was a patient at a VA Hospital, the cards will be mailed to Veteran
Rehab Medical Centers in Maryland. Above is Linda Dearing with some of the cards that
were collected.

How to manage time
more effectively
Hectic schedules canmakemanag-

ing time seem like a riddle wrapped in-
side an enigma.Many people feel there
are not enough hours in the day. But
busy men and women need not look
for extra hours in the day to manage
their time more effectively.

Examine your existing time man-
agement. Before creating strategies for
changing the way you manage your
time, you first need to understand how
you are currently spending it. Jot
down what you do
during an average
week. Include how
long you spend
conversing, when
you start working,
how often you
check your email,
etc. Analyze this
time in an effort to
determine how
much of it is being
spent doing something productive and
how much is getting in the way of get-
ting things done.

Complete crucial tasks first. Figure
out which of your daily tasks are most
important and take care of those first
before moving on to less important
tasks. This can reduce stress andmake
you feel more confident that you can
accomplish the smaller tasks.

Write things down. It is easy to feel
overwhelmed when there are many
things swimming around in your head.
Put your to-do list on paper. Seeing it

in black and white can help you sepa-
rate the important tasks from other
things that can be put off for the time
being or delegated to someone else. If
necessary, use a day planner or set no-
tifications on your smartphone.

Turn off email notifications. Email
notifications can be very distracting
when you are trying to get work done.
Turn these off so you can concentrate
more on the tasks at hand.

Recharge with downtime. Physical
and mental fatigue can
contribute to procrasti-
nation. Plan periodic
breaks throughout your
day. These breaks can
help you be more pro-
ductive by reenergizing
you.

Avoid instant ac-
cess. Schedule a time to
return phone calls and
instant messages rather

than thinking you need to reply right
away. Some notes may require imme-
diate attention, but many likely do not.

Block out distractions. Turn off
your television and phone and steer
clear of social media while trying to get
things done. Come back to them later
when you have completed your tasks.

Be flexible.What works for another
person may not work for you. There-
fore, try a variety of strategies to get a
better handle on time management
until you discover one that works best
for you.

Dual enrollment
information night set

A free dual enrollment information session for parents of current high
school sophomores and juniors will be held on Thursday, February 15, at 6
p.m., in Room 101 of Guerrieri Hall at Wor-Wic Community College in Salis-
bury. High school sophomores and juniors are also invited to attend.

Presentations will be given by a former dual enrollment student and par-
ent. Wor-Wic employees will provide information about how high school stu-
dents can earn college credits while they are juniors and seniors in high
school. Participants will have the opportunity to start the enrollment process
and go on a campus tour.

“Wor-Wic’s dual enrollment program is an excellent opportunity for high
school students to begin their college education early at a highly-reduced
cost,” said Bryan Newton, vice president for enrollment management and
student services at Wor-Wic. “Students can start early on their college edu-
cation, save thousands of dollars on college costs and begin to learn how to
succeed in a college setting.”

For more information or to reserve a seat, contact Richard C.Webster, di-
rector of admissions, at
rwebster@worwic.edu<mailto:rwebster@worwic.edu> or 410-334-2896.

Changing parenting
roles for dads

Parenting roles continue to evolve
as families look for solutions that meet
all of their needs. In an effort to meet
the financial demands of raising a fam-
ily, parents may be taking on less tra-
ditional roles. For example,
many fathers are now stay-at-
home dads.

The number of stay-at-home
fathers continues to climb. The
Pew Research Center indicates
that roughly 550,000 men have
become full-time stay-at-home
parents in the previous 10 years.

Economics have forced
many couples tomake less tradi-
tional decisions for their fami-
lies. The National At-Home Dad
Network says the stay-at-home
dad is a growing trend because men
want to be more involved with their
kids.

The following factors may give
families pause to consider swapping
parental stereotypes in favor of stay-
at-home fathers.

Earning potential: Money is very
often a factor in deciding that Mom
will be the breadwinner and Dad will
be the caregiver. In the event one par-
ent earns considerably more money
than the other, and paying for child-
care so both parents can work would
be a detriment to the family, it can
make sense to have the higher earner

be the sole breadwinner.
Personalities: Some women simply

see themselves thriving more in the
workforce than as a primary caregiver
at home, while some dads want to be

home with their children and do not
measure success in job titles or in-
come. These scenarios make the stay-
at-home dad model more plausible.

Open-mindedness: If the situation
does not affect the children, and
grandparents and other supportive
people in the kids’ lives are amenable
to the idea, then accepting less tradi-
tional roles can be successful.

Traditional family roles are in-
creasingly falling by the wayside as
both men and women put their fami-
lies first and make decisions based on
what is best for all members of the
family.
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D.A. Kozma Jewelers

Custom Designs
Personalized Service
Bridal Consultation

Prompt, friendly & Affordable Service

441100--221133--77550055    441100--552244--GGOOLLDD
www.dakozmajewelers.com

on Route 611 at Route 50 
in the Food Lion Shopping Center MD #2294

We buy Gold 
and Silver

Shockley donation
Greg Shockley, owner of Shenanigan’s Irish Pub, in Ocean City at 4th and the Board-

walk, presented a check to the Ocean City Lions Club for $1,000. These funds support
the Lions’ Wounded Troops Fund and the Lions’ Annual “Wounded Troops ” Golf Tour-
nament, which takes place every October at the Ocean City Golf Club. Mr. Shockley has
financially supported the fundraiser and tournament for many years.

Above left to right: Lion Ben Dawson and Greg Shockley.

Safety renovations 
for seniors’ homes

Feeling safe and secure at home is a
priority for any homeowner. But safety
is of particular concern for aging men
and women who are at greater risk of
being involved in acci-
dents at home than
younger men and
women.

Harvard Health Pub-
lishing says that acci-
dents at home are among
the leading causes of in-
jury and death in the
United States. The
chances for fatalities in-
creases as one ages, and
by age 75 and older, men
and women are almost
four times as likely to die
in a home accident as
people a decade younger.

As people age, their
balance, eyesight and general physical
abilities can begin to diminish. Fur-
thermore, a fall or incident that may
only bruise a younger individual can
cause more serious breaks or damage

for seniors, resulting in potentially
lengthy recovery times.

The Home Care Assistance organi-
zation says that one million elderly

people are admit-
ted to the emer-
gency room for
injuries every
year. People con-
cerned about the
safety of their
homes or the
homes of their
aging loved ones
can retrofit such
properties to
make them safer.

Falls.  Accord-
ing to The Senior
Social Club,
which offers care
and community

services to seniors, falls are the most
common accidents affecting seniors.
One out of every three seniors aged 65

please see rreennoovvaattiioonnss  page 11
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February’s column will focus on
two binocular targets – the Orion Neb-
ula and the M35 star cluster. The
Orion Nebula is one of the better
known targets for astronomy hobby-
ists, and is easy to locate within its well
known, prominent winter constella-
tion. M35 is an open star cluster, lo-
cated in Gemini the Twins.

The Orion Nebula (also known as
M42) is a popular target both
for professionals and back-
yard astronomy buffs. The
nebula is one of the brightest
and easiest to locate in the
night sky. Early astronomers
in the 1600s and 1700s called
this elaborate formation the
Great Orion Nebula.

For the average binocular
viewer, Orion Nebula will ap-
pear as a ghostly glowing
patch, looking almost like an
area of fog. Professional as-
tronomers know that M42
spans more than one degree
of sky and is therefore one of
the largest nebula.Within the
nebula is a star known as
Theta Orionis, which might
be spotted with binos. Expe-
rienced telescope users can
see that the star is actually a
“quadruple,” a four-star for-
mation known as the Trape-
zium. This interesting quartet was
originally discovered by Galileo in
1617.

More recently, professional ob-
servers with high-powered telescopes
have discovered fascinating insights
into the stellar life-cycle – seeing
“nurseries” of new stars born in M42.
Near the Trapezium, more than
2,000 stars have been observed, all
less than one million years old, mere
“babies” by astronomical standards.
And the Hubble Space Telescope has
revealed over 150 of these young stars
featuring disks of darker surrounding
material, fertile ground for later plan-
etary formation.

Technically speaking the M42
Orion Nebula is a vast complex con-
taining a variety of differing regions.
Some areas contain large, high-tem-

perature stars. Intense radiation from
these stars stimulates surrounding
gases of the nebula to emit visible pho-
tons. The resulting glow places these
regions into the “emission” nebulae
category. Other M42 locations con-
tain an abundance of dust and gases,
forming enormous clouds where the
light from nearby stars bounces off
and is reflected towards Earth. Thus,

the name “reflection” nebulae is ap-
plied. These regional differences
have put M42 into the dual classifica-
tion of “reflection/emission” a rela-
tively rare kind of nebula.

Binocular stargazers are greeted
with a simple white foggy object when
looking at M42, but there is much
more than meets the eye. Many elab-
orate features remain hidden and the
viewer’s imaginationmay add the rest.

February’s second target is the
open star cluster M35 in Gemini the
Twins. The constellation Gemini is lo-
cated northeast of Orion the Hunter.
The Swiss astronomer and mathe-
matician Philippe Loys de Chéseaux is
credited with discoveringM35 in 1774,
as well as four other star clusters.
With binoculars a stargazer may be re-

Answers for Jan. 31

Eyes on the Skies

By Douglas Hemmick, Ph.D.

Binocular highlights

please see eeyyeess on page 11
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fect canvas for her goal to “try to capture the wonders of nature.”  It was in
Ocean Pines that she found the freedom and time to begin experimenting
with water soluble oils, acrylics, mixed media and pastels.  When Marian ex-
plained how she loves playing and experimenting with different mediums,
she certainly was not exaggerating.  The drawers, tables and closets of her
studio are filled with knives, mesh, wine corks, thread, pieces of fabric, tissue
paper, aluminum foil, screens and countless other items.  All of which she
uses to create astonishing and imaginative works of art.

The diversity of her collection is impressive.  Her artwork can be found
on exhibit at the Ocean City Center for the Arts and at the Worcester County
Arts Center in Berlin. One of her newer pieces, “Nautilus III,” is on display in
this month’s “Red” member exhibit held at Ocean City Center for the Arts.
Marian’s work is recognizable by her vibrant colors, glowing sunsets and her
signature which reads “MB” in heart-shaped letters.

Marian is constantly evolving with her artwork.  She dedicates a lot of time
and energy into learning and experimenting with new techniques.  One con-
stant about Marian is that she finds inspiration in just about anything she
sees.  Marian’s passion for art can be summed up with her words that “some-
where you get a taste of something and you want more.”

rreennoovvaattiioonnss
from page 9

and older falls at least once a year. 
In addition to working with doc-

tors to improve mobility and modify
medications that may cause un-
steadiness, changes around the
home can help. Grab bars placed in
bathrooms and high-traffic areas
can help seniors get stay more sta-
ble when changing from sitting to
standing positions.

Potential tripping hazards
should be assessed. Area rugs with-
out nonskid backings, clutter on
floors, extension cords that extend
into walking areas, and uneven
flooring pose tripping hazards. Anti-
slip coatings can be added to floors
to reduce the risk of tripping.

Poorly lit staircases and entry-
ways also can contribute to falls.
Consider the installation of motion-
activated lighting so that dim areas
can be automatically brightened
when necessary. A nightlight or LED
lights placed near molding can help
guide seniors to the bathroom dur-
ing midnight visits.

Physical limitations.  Arthritis

can impede seniors’ ability to turn
on and off appliances, water faucets
or handle certain kitchen tools.
Kitchen and bathroom modifica-
tions can include the installation of
ergonomic and user-friendly han-
dles and spigots. 

Task lighting can make it easier
to prepare meals, and appliances
that automatically turn off after a
certain period of time can be a
safety feature for forgetful individu-
als. 

Reorganize kitchen cabinets to
make commonly used items as ac-
cessible as possible.

Smart Homes.  Friends or family
members can have greater control
over seniors’ homes by installing
smart home systems. This way they
can remotely adjust thermostats,
control lights, view cameras, engage
locks or alarm systems, and much
more without having to be at the
home. This can allow seniors to
maintain their independence while
offering peace of mind to their loved
ones.

Certain home modifications can
reduce seniors’ injury risk.  

eeyyeess  
from page 10

warded by spotting five or six of
M35’s brightest stars stretching
across a hazy background glow, cre-
ated by its several hundred stars.

Star clusters and nebula are
known as deep sky objects due to
their enormous distances from
Earth— M35 is 2,800 light-years
distant and M42 is
1,300 light-years
away.   Such dis-
tances may boggle
the mind. Even
light itself - with
its enormous
speed - requires
thousands of years
to reach Earth. For
comparison, light
from the dwarf
planet Pluto
reaches here in
about 5 hours.   

For stargazers
venturing outside
this month the
stars become visi-
ble at about 7 p.m.
Familiar winter constellations will
appear, including Orion the Hunter,
Taurus the Bull, and Gemini the
Twins.  Sirius is located to the
south-east of Orion, in the constel-
lation Canis Major.  

Orion is identified by bright stars
marking the knees and shoulders, as
well as his famous three-starred
belt.  The Orion Nebula appears

about four degrees south of the belt,
near the star Nair al Saif.

The constellation Gemini ap-
pears fairly high overhead and is
easily identified by the “twins” of
Greek legend, Castor and Pollux.
The star cluster M35 is located to
the west-northwest of the pair’s feet,
about four degrees away. Finding it
in binoculars calls for making a few

slow sweeps of this region. 
Bundling up for February

stargazing may be a challenge.  But
this month’s skies can be among the
best of the year.  And binoculars
offer the shortest set-up time out-
doors, a distinct advantage over tel-
escopes, especially in the winter
cold. Wishing the best of luck to all
intrepid stargazers.

African American history 
presentation set

In celebration of African-Ameri-
can history month, Dr. Clara Small,
Salisbury University (SU) history
professor emeritus, and Dr. Stephen
Gehnrich, SU professor of biological
sciences, will present “African
Americans in Times of War”
on Wednesday, February 21, at 7
p.m., in Guerrieri Hall at Wor-Wic
Community College in Salisbury.

Dr. Small will discuss the Civil

War with an emphasis on African-
American soldiers from Worcester
and Dorchester counties.

Dr. Gehnrich will discuss
African-American soldiers during
World War I, with a focus on those
from the Eastern Shore.

This event is sponsored by Wor-
Wic’s cultural diversity committee.
For more information, call 410-334-
2850.

**  ttiiddee  iiss  ffoorr  OOcceeaann  CCiittyy  FFiisshhiinngg  PPiieerr..  AAdddd  ttwwoo  hhoouurrss  ffoorr  IIssllee  ooff  WWiigghhtt  ttiiddee
TTTTiiiiddddeeee     aaaannnndddd    SSSSuuuunnnn    CCCChhhhaaaarrrrtttt

Wed., Feb. 14

Thur., Feb. 8

Fri., Feb. 9

Sat., Feb.10

Sun., Feb. 11

Mon., Feb. 12

Tues., Feb. 13

DDAATTEE HHIIGGHH  TTIIDDEE
1:28 a.m.
1:45 p.m.
2:29 a.m.
2:44 p.m.

3:28 a.m.
3:40 p.m.
4:20 a.m.
4:30 p.m.

11:36 a.m.
11:24 p.m.
12:15 p.m.

12:07 a.m.
12:52 p.m.

7:55 a.m.
8:01 p.m.

9:57 a.m.
9:46 p.m.      

10:51 a.m.
10:37 p.m. 

5:06 a.m.
5:15 p.m.
5:49 a.m.
5:59 p.m.
6:31 a.m.
6:41 p.m.

6:58 a.m. 5:31 p.m.

6:57 a.m. 5:32 p.m.

6:56 a.m. 5:33 p.m.

6:55 a.m. 5:34 p.m.

6:54 a.m. 5:35 p.m.

6:53 a.m. 5:36 p.m.

6:52 a.m. 5:37 p.m.

LLOOWW  TTIIDDEE SSUUNNRRIISSEE SSUUNNSSEETT

8:57 a.m.
8:53 p.m.         
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II  LLoovvee  ttoo  CCooookk!!

bbyy  BBeevv  WWiisscchh

Valentine Day is just around the
corner and think about making some
homemade candies for your valen-
tines.  Children especially enjoy mak-
ing candy as they get to eat all the
results.  I have made candy with my
kids and also grands and great-grands.
Little ones love to stir and it is a great
way to teach them to measure.  We
made chocolate covered strawberries
not too long ago and I looked at them
and they were covered in more choco-
late than the berries.  
Try these easy recipes and the kids

will thank you.

Chocolate Fudge 
2 squares baking chocolate
¼ lb. butter
2 cups sugar
¾ cup water
Pinch salt
1 T. Karo syrup
1 t. vanilla

Mix all ingredients except vanilla
and boil until a soft Ball forms in cold
water.  Add vanilla and let cool. Beat
with wooden spoon until thick.  Pour
into a square pan and cut into equal
pieces.

Peanut Butter Fudge  
2 cups sugar
1/8 lb. butter
½ cup milk
1 t. vanilla
2 T. peanut butter

Cook first 4 ingredients to soft ball
stage.  Remove from heat.  Add peanut

butter.  Put pan in cold water and beat
for a few minutes.  Pour into buttered
pan.  Cool just a little and cut into
squares.

Chocolate Covered Cherries   
One 8 oz. jar Maraschino cherries

with stems
5 squares semi-sweet chocolate

Cover a cookie sheet with a large
piece of wax paper.  Heat chocolate in
double boiler until melted.  Dip each
cherry into chocolate holding by the
stem.  Place on wax paper and let set
until hard.

White Chocolate 
Peppermint Crunch  

1 lb. white candy coating, coarsely
chopped
1 T. butter
1 T. canola oil
1 cup chopped peppermint candies

or candy canes

Line a baking sheet with parch-
ment paper or wax paper.  In mi-
crowave melt candy coating, stir until
smooth.  Stir in butter and oil until
blended.  Stir in candies.  Spread to de-
sired thickness on prepared pan.  Re-
frigerate until firm.  Break into pieces
and store in an air-tight container in
refrigerator.
Note:  When cooking with children,

always be cautious when handing hot
food.  They are so quick.  

Enjoy,
bevwisch@aol.com

Flower show trip planned
The Junior Auxiliary Group of Atlantic

General Hospital will take a spring bus
trip on Saturday, March 10 to
Philadelphia for the Flower Show,
“Wonders of Water,” and the com-
munity is invited. Tickets for the
trip are $68 per person, which in-
cludes the cost of the Flower Show
ticket.  The bus departs Berlin at 8 a.m., re-
turning at approximately at 9:30 p.m. RSVP to Ashley at aafurbay@aol.com
or 410-213-0823.

Personalization - Clients at the Berlin Senior Center spent a morning creat-
ing Valentines for Veterans. Notes were added to the cards to thank Veterans for their
service and each was signed to personalize the cards. The Valentines will be sent to Vet-
erans hospitals and other locations by Linda Dearing, owner of Copy Central. Pictured
are Mary Deshol, Jackie Savage and Cathy Willey, regular participants at the Senior
Center.

Prevent stairway injuries 
Stairs are a necessity in many homes.

While stairs serve a practical purpose,
they also have the potential to be danger-
ous. 
According to the National Safety

Council, more than one million injuries
result each year from stairway falls. Stair-
case and stairway accidents constitute the
second leading cause of accidental injury,
second only to motor vehicle accidents.
Each year, there are 12,000 stairway ac-
cident deaths. The Canadian Mortgage
and Housing Corporation states that a
large portion of Canadians who visit hos-
pitals after a fall on or from stairs or steps
in their homes are seniors (men and
women age 65 years or older).
However, many stairway falls can be

prevented with some simple planning.
Install sturdy handrails. A common con-
tributor to stairway falls is a failure to use
handrails. Sturdy handrails can decrease
fall rates. Even if a person slips, he or she
may be able to prevent the fall by grab-
bing on to the handrails and regaining
some of his or her balance.
Rely on highlighters or friction strips. Ac-
cording to a study titled “Safety on stairs:
Influence of a tread edge highlighter and
its position,” by Richard J. Foster, fall risk
may be reduced by using a highlighter
positioned flush with the tread edge. This
helps make stairs more visible, particu-
larly for those with impaired vision.

Improve lighting on staircases. Fail-
ure to see steps may contribute to falls as
well. Staircases should be well lit so that
residents and guests know where to step.
Subtle foot-level lighting can be installed
to make it easier for people who fre-
quently use steps at night.
Use slip-resistant materials. Slip-re-

sistant surface material acceptable for
normal floors should work on stair
treads. Loose rugs should not be placed
at the top or bottom of the landing. Out-
doors, rough finishes are recommended,
particularly on stairs that are subject to
getting wet.
Improve step geometry. If slips and

falls frequently occur on a particular
staircase, consider the relationship be-
tween the rise and the run, advises the
Canadian Centre for Occupational Health
and Safety. The National Building Code
of Canada says that, within a staircase,
treads should have a uniform run and
tread depth that does not vary more than
0.5 to 1 cm. Steep steps with high risers
and/or short treads can increase the risk
of falls.
Clear away clutter. One easy way to

prevent falls is to keep stairs free of clut-
ter. This means removing shoes, toys and
other belongings that may be left on stairs
or landings.
Many falls on stairs can be prevented

by being mindful of certain risk factors.  
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To place your business card call
410-641-6695

E L E C T R I C I A N

D E N T I S T R Y J E W E L E R T I T L E S E R V I C E S

H O M E I M P R O V E M E N T

W R I T I N G S E R V I C E S

A T T O R N E Y S
Waterfront Electrical Service � Hot Tubs & Spas

Residential � Commercial � Interior & Exterior Lighting
Service Upgrades � Phone/Data/TV Lines � Ceiling Fans

J.T. Novak, LLC
Electrical Contracting

Prompt Service at Reasonable Rates
P.O. Box 1464
Berlin, MD 21811

Phone: 410-208-3052
Mobile: 443-235-5544

Master Electrician MD � VA � DE � PA

STEVEN W. RAKOW
A t t o r n e y a t L a w

441100--660000--33007755
www.STEVERAKOWLAW.COM

STEVE@STEVERAKOWLAW.COM

DDDD IIII RRRR EEEE CCCC TTTTOOOO RRRR YYYY
Service

Jean Marx
443-880-0045
jmarx.timeflys@gmail.com
www.timeflysbooks.com

Publishing, Memoirs & More!

PAUL’S HOME IMPROVEMENTS
AAllll  pphhaasseess  ooff  hhoommee  iimmpprroovveemmeennttss

No job too small - No job too large
Handyman Home Services
Over 40 years experience

410-641-7548
Free Estimates

MHIC #83501

Gerard Ott, D.M.D., PA
Jeremy Masenior, D.D.S.

FFaammiillyy  DDeennttiissttrryy
1 Pitts Street

Berlin, Maryland 21811

(410) 641-3490

D.A. Kozma Jewelers

Custom Designs
Personalized Service
Bridal Consultation

441100--221133--77550055    
441100--552244--GGOOLLDD

www.dakozmajewelers.com
on Route 611 at Route 50 in the Food Lion Shopping Center

aaddddrreessss
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went from losing 100,000 jobs to gain-
ing more than 110,000 jobs.

We’ve had the fastest job growth in
the mid-Atlantic region and one of the
strongest economic turnarounds in
America.

Maryland truly is open for busi-
ness.

We are fourth among all 50 states
for entrepreneurial business growth.
We have the second lowest percentage
of people living below the poverty level
in the nation, and we have the highest
median household income in Amer-
ica.

On growing jobs and our state
economy, Maryland is leading by ac-
tion and by example, and we cannot
afford to turn back now.

This year, let’s work together to
protect hardworking Marylanders
from the impact that the federal tax
overhaul will have on Maryland’s state

and local taxes.
We may not be able to control what

they do in Washington, but we cer-
tainly can come together in Annapolis
to ensure that this money remains in
the pockets of Maryland citizens
where it belongs.

And we can protect Marylanders
from health insurance rate increases
caused by the failures in Washington.
Let’s develop bipartisan solutions to
stabilize rates.

Last year we worked together with
you to enact the More Jobs for Mary-
landers Act, which has encouraged
and incentivized manufacturers to cre-
ate more jobs where we needed them
the most.

And we worked together to enact
the Hometown Heroes Act of 2017.

This year, let’s work to pass the
More Jobs for Marylanders Act 2.0 to
expand the reach of this successful
program to additional jurisdictions
and to other business sectors.

Let’s expand the Hometown He-

roes Act to include our correctional of-
ficers, and this year, let’s finally move
forward on our bill to eliminate taxes
on the retirement income of our mili-
tary veterans.

We agree on providing paid sick
leave to more Marylanders.

But let’s put aside the politics and
work together to fix this flawed legis-
lation. Don’t let a bad bill kill good
small businesses and jobs.

Pass our proposal to provide tax in-
centives for our small businesses to
help offset the costs of providing these
benefits to their employees.

We don’t want Annapolis to be-
come like Washington, where bad pol-
icy is passed with a promise that a fix
will come later.

This issue is much too important
and the impact is too far-reaching for
us to risk getting it wrong.

For three straight years we have
delivered record investments in edu-
cation.

This year, let’s continue that his-

toric trend and do it for the fourth
straight year.

Our budget provides an unprece-
dented $6.5 billion for K-12 education,
which is more than the legislative
funding formulas call for.

We ensured that every single
school system in Maryland will receive
increased funding from the state.

Our capital budget invests an addi-
tional $365 million for school con-
struction funding, the largest
investment in school construction in a
decade.

Fully 70 percent of our capital
budget is dedicated to education.

Let’s ensure that every single child
in Maryland has access to a world-
class education, regardless of what
neighborhood they happen to grow up
in.

Maryland is home to America’s
most educated workforce, with the
highest concentration of doctoral sci-
entists and engineers in the nation.

please see aaddddrreessss  on page 15
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We are third in the nation for re-
search and development intensity, sec-
ond among all 50 states for
concentration of STEM employment,
and we were recently named the most
innovative state in America.

On education, Maryland is leading by
action and by example, and we cannot
afford to turn back now.

Let’s work together to pass the Pro-
tect Our Students Act of 2018, because
the status quo is simply not good enough
for Maryland’s children.

Let’s work together to make our
schools more accountable by passing the
Accountability in Education Act of 2018.

No child should have to pay the price
for the mistakes of adults who have
failed them.

This is too important to play politics.
This is about our children and their fu-
tures. It’s about giving every Maryland
child opportunities and a hope for a bet-
ter future.

When it comes to rebuilding Mary-
land’s transportation infrastructure, we
are moving forward with nearly all of the
highest priority transportation projects
in every single jurisdiction all across
Maryland.

We are making record investments
for innovative traffic relief with major
improvements to the Baltimore Beltway,
I-95, the Capital Beltway, Route 270,
and the Baltimore-Washington Park-
way.

We have nearly 1,000 projects total-
ing $9 billion currently under construc-
tion from one corner of the state to the
other, and we have already repaved
8,000 lane-miles – more than one-third

of the entire state highway system.
Construction of the long-anticipated

Purple Line is underway, which repre-
sents the largest public-private transit
project in the nation.

We have been breaking records at
the Port of Baltimore for three straight
years, and BWI Marshall has become the
number one airport in the region and
one of the most thriving airports in the
nation.

On transportation infrastructure,
Maryland is leading by action and by ex-
ample, and we cannot afford to turn
back now.

We have fully funded the Chesapeake
and Atlantic Coastal Bays Trust Fund
and Program Open Space.

We brought all the stakeholders to-
gether and hammered out a compromise
phosphorus management solution that
is one of the most significant initiatives
to clean up the Bay in a generation.

As chairman of the six-state Chesa-
peake Executive Council, I have been
leading the fight to protect and restore
federal funding for the Bay, and our ad-
ministration has committed $4 billion
dollars toward wide-ranging initiatives
to protect the Bay.

On its latest annual report card the
Chesapeake Bay received its highest
score in a quarter century.

We pushed for landmark legislation
to cement our state’s position as a na-
tional and international leader in com-
bating greenhouse gas emissions.

We expanded the Climate Change
Commission.

We enacted the Clean Water Com-
merce Act, the Clean Cars Act, and sev-
eral other bills to protect our
environment and to grow clean energy

investment and green jobs.
And we enacted clean air standards

which are stronger than 48 other states
and nearly twice as strong as the Paris
accord recommendations.

When it comes to safeguarding our
environment, Maryland is leading by ac-
tion and by example, and we cannot af-
ford to turn back now.

Last year opioid-related deaths ex-
ceeded deaths from both firearms and
motor vehicle fatalities combined.

Last March, we became the first state
in the nation to declare a State of Emer-
gency in response to this crisis.

We have committed half a billion
dollars toward fighting the heroin and
opioid epidemic and substance use dis-
orders, with a four-pronged approach
focused on education, prevention, treat-
ment, and enforcement.

Yet this problem is continuing to de-
stroy lives and tear apart families and
communities in our state and all across
America.

Two weeks ago, I got a letter from
Karen Dolch, a mom from Salisbury.

She wrote about her son, Chad, a 4-
year veteran of the United States Army
who served a 15-month tour in Iraq.

When Chad returned home, he
struggled with PTSD and addiction.

He went through some difficult
times, but then Karen says he got clean
and was turning his life around. I had the
opportunity to meet Chad when I spoke
at his graduation from welding school.

Karen sent a picture from that day of
the three of us. I have it here with me
today.

In her letter, Karen wrote that onDe-
cember 17th, Chad tragically died at the
age of 29 after overdosing on heroin that
was mixed with morphine and fentanyl.

Chad’s mom, Karen, is here with us
today.

She wanted to honor Chad by show-
ing us that, when we talk about this cri-
sis, we are really talking about fighting
for all the Chads and the Karens out
there – for all the lives cut too short and
all the families that will never be the
same.

That’s why no matter how hard it is,
we cannot ever give up this fight.

We enacted tough anti-gang legisla-
tion, including a new Maryland RICO
statute.

We formed a new Maryland Crimi-
nal Intelligence Network to assist police
and prosecutors in going after and tak-
ing down the people who are responsi-
ble for so much of the violence in our
state.

This year, let’s crack down on those

violent criminals who use guns to com-
mit crimes by passing tougher minimum
sentences.

And pass truth-in-sentencing legisla-
tion to require that repeat violent crimi-
nals serve their full sentences without
the possibility of suspension, parole, or
probation.

Let’s strengthen Maryland’s gang
statutes and RICO law to help take down
these drug dealing criminal gang enter-
prises.

Work with us to classify felony
human trafficking as a violent crime and
to finally pass the Repeat Sexual Preda-
tor Prevention Act.

And no rapist should be allowed to
maintain parental rights and no victim
should be forced to interact with her at-
tacker. I commend you for finally pass-
ing the Rape Survivor Family Protection
Act, and I will sign it into law the mo-
ment it reaches my desk.

This year, pass the Legislative Trans-
parency Act of 2018 so that Maryland
can join the 43 other states across Amer-
ica that require legislative deliberations
to be livestreamed to the public.

And help us put the issue of term
limits on the ballot this year for the peo-
ple of Maryland to decide this issue for
themselves in November.

And in order to uphold the public
trust and to truly represent the interests
of all the people we were elected to serve,
let’s put partisanship and self-interest
aside and join together with the over-
whelming majority of Marylanders to
end the practice of partisan gerryman-
dering in Maryland.

Instead of becoming more like
Washington, let’s send a message to
Washington by putting the politics aside
and coming together for all Marylan-
ders.

On that snowy day three years ago
just after I took the oath of office I said,
“To those who would drive us to the ex-
tremes of either party, let me remind you
that Maryland has always been a state of
middle temperament.”

I asked that “we seek that middle
ground where we can all stand to-
gether.”

And ladies and gentlemen, over the
past three years we have.

Together, we have put Maryland on
a new and better path, and we cannot af-
ford to turn back now.

Let’s keep moving forward.
Let’s continue changing Maryland

for the better.
Thank you. God bless you. May God

continue to bless the great State of Mary-
land.

ffeessttiivvaall
from page 2

economy in a shoulder-season month.
Screenings will begin on Friday, March 9, and an opening reception will

take place that evening at the Arts Center on 94th that will include hors d’oeu-
vres, a cash bar, and an opportunity to meet the attending filmmakers.

The Film Festival will continue through the weekend with screenings run-
ning from morning until evening at the three locations. A panel of judges will
review the films and present awards including The Damn Fine Film Award
(judge’s choice), The Pink Flamingo (most reflective of Maryland life), and
The People’s Film (audience choice).

More information about the Film Festival is available at ocmdfilmfesti-
val.com and also at artleagueofoceancity.org.

The films that will be shown have not been rated, and viewer discretion is
advised.

The Ocean City Center for the Arts at 502 94th Street is the home of the Art
League of Ocean City, a non-profit organization dedicated to bringing the vi-
sual arts to the community through education, exhibits, scholarship, pro-
grams and community art projects.
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