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* WEDDING CEREMONIES
& RECEPTIONS

* OUTDOOR WEDDING
CEREMONIES

°* ENGAGEMENT PARTIES
* ANNIVERSARY PARTIES
* REHEARSAL DINNERS

* EVENT PLANNING
ASSISTANCE

° COMPLIMENTARY GIFT
OPENING ROOM AND
MIMOSA BAR WITH
THE PURCHASE OF A
WEDDING PACKAGE.

* ONSITE CATERING WITH
CUSTOMIZED MENUS

* SET-UP, MAINTENANCE,
TEAR-DOWN AND
CLEAN-UP

* DECORATING SERVICES

* AUDIO/VISUAL
EQUIPMENT

* CHAIR COVERS
* PHOTO BOOTH
* CHOCOLATE FOUNTAIN

* COMPLIMENTARY
HONEYMOON SUITE

* REDUCED BLOCK
ROOM RATES AT
WILD ROSE HOTEL

PHOTO CREDIT:
Courtney Coo!
Photography

Call Frances Elbert at

(712) 852-5151

to make an appointment!

® the knst

10% OFF

ANY WEDDING PACKAGE!

USE CODE: FOREVERWILDROSE New Bookings Only. Expires 11/30/18.

JPWILD ROSE
\Y CASINO

EMMETSBURG, lowa
(712) 852-5151 | 777 Main Street | wildroseresorts.com

Must be 21 or older. If you or someone you know needs gambling treatment, call 1.800.BETS OFF.

& RESORT®

Find us on Pinterest and The Knot.

Make your
moment bheautiful,
confident, and
flawless.

e Hydrafacial
e coolsculpting
e Microneedling
e [PL Photofacial
e Laser Hair Removal

Call or Text 712.339.5894

beradiantlaserskin@gmail.com

SCHEDULE YOUR FREE CONSULTATION TODAY!

located in Lakes Dermatology | 2704 Enterprise Avenue | Spirit Lake
Dr. Abigail Drucker MD, FACOG | Cathy Thee, Laser Specialist



mailto:beradiantlaserskin@gmail.com

712.330.7812

BOJIBREEZE

SPRAY TAN

Experience

joy

S PIRLTELAKE

LVER

GREAT LAKES MALL - SPIRIT LAKE,

INT

GREAT LAKES MALL | SPIRIT LAKE | 712.336.1000

THE LAKES NEWS SHOPPER  Wedding Guide 2018 Tuesday, February 13,2018  Page 3C

| Employ Helping Hands During
Wedding Planning

bojibreezetan.com

712-336-5405 + SPIRITLAKESILVERANDGOLD.COM

~In Store Bridal Registry~

MONDAY-FRIDAY 9-6:30

SATURDAY 9-5:30
SUNDAY 12-5

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK Ki

Accepting the
i honor of being
in a friend or
family mem-
1 ber’s wedding
means more
than dressing
in the fancy
clothing and
showing up on
the designated date. The wedding party — particularly the
bridesmaids and groomsmen — should understand that stand-
ing alongside the happy couple generally means doing some
work during the planning period as well as on the big day.
It’s the wise wedding couple who can recognize the strengths
of their family and friends and put those attributes to work
in productive ways.

According to The Knot.com, the average wedding party
includes four people on each side. That means eight extra
people who can lend their eyes, ears and hands to the bounty
of tasks that comprise the wedding planning to-do list. Here’s
how to delegate with flair.

* Ask and ye shall receive. First off, it is never safe to assume
that the wedding party will be taking on extra work. Even if
tradition suggests wedding party members lend a hand, it’s
in the best interest of the couple to graciously ask for help.
This helps establish good will at the start.

* Be specific when assigning tasks. Rather than just asking for
generalized help, make a list of the tasks that seem the most
challenging and then delegate accordingly. If a member of the
bridal party is excellent at getting travel deals, have him or
her help arrange the honeymoon. Someone with an intimate
knowledge of cuisine can come along to food tastings and help
plan the reception menu. Friends with a flair for organization
can be in charge of disseminating information to the entire
wedding party or keeping a running list of gifts given at vari-
ous parties so thank-you notes can be sent.

* Make wardrobe suggestions. Couples can rely on their most
honest bridal party members when picking out wedding attire.
These no-holds-barred individuals can set them straight on fit,
look and comfort. Trust these people in helping to make the
entire wedding party look stylish and feel confident.

* Extend the host/hostess duties. It can be tiring for couples
to tend to the needs of all their wedding guests. Couples can
enlist the help of their wedding party to ensure that elderly
or disabled guests get the assistance they need. The wedding
party can also step up to serve as stand-in dance partners or
to help grab drinks or escort people as needed.

* Get the party started. Couples can usually count on their
wedding parties to help fill the dance floor at the wedding
reception — even when others have not yet built up the cour-
age to showcase their dancing skills. Those bold and loveable
friends and family members will help keep the energy up and
make the wedding a blast.

Planning and hosting a wedding is alarge undertaking. With the
help of the wedding party, it can be that much more enjoyable.
emetrocreativeconnection
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Factors to Consider Before Choosing a Wedding Venue

Once couples become engaged and share the
good news with their friends and families, the next
step is to begin planning their weddings. While
couples must make a myriad of decisions during
the wedding planning process, perhaps none is
more significant than where to tie the knot.

evenknow the exact date they hope to get married.
While that can help with the planning, it can also
limit couples with regard to their venue options.
Some venues may be booked for as much as a
year or more in advance during peak wedding
season. The Real Weddings Study found that
the most popular months to get

According to The _ _

Knot 2016 Real Wed- | |
dings Study, the average |
cost of a wedding for
couples who married
in 2016 was $35,329.
That’s asizable amount,
and a big portion of that
was spent on the wed-
ding venue. The Real
Weddings Study found §
that couples spent an
average of $16,107 on

Z

| married in 2016 were October
and September. Couples who
hope to follow in the footsteps
of many 2016 brides and grooms
may need to book their wed-
ding venues well in advance.
I Those who can be more flexible
| regarding their wedding dates
| may find it easier to book their
-1 dream venues.

Insurance: Ask about the ven-

3 e their wedding venues in ue’s insurance policies, includ-
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expense ($6,163 for the
engagement ring) for
couples tying the knot.
Because the wedding venue comes with such a
potentially high sticker price,couples should give
ample consideration to a host of factors before
choosing where to get married.

Size: Until they can agree on a guest list,
couples might want to delay even looking for
venues. However, some couples might want to
first look at some venues so they can determine
just how many guests they can afford to invite.
Whether they’re hosting small affairs or large
parties, couples should choose venues that can
comfortably accommodate all of their guests. If
possible, look for venues with multiple reception
areas, which might allow for some wiggle room
if the guest list grows or dwindles during the
planning process.

Availability: Some couples might have an
ideal time of year they hope to get married. Some

if the venue requires couples to
have their own wedding liability
insurance for protection in the event of injury,
property damage or incidents related to alcohol.
Couples may also want to make the investment in
cancellation/postponement insurance, and some
venues may even require it.

Financials: It’s easy for couples to be focused

on the bottom line when choosing wedding
venues, but it’s also important that they get a
complete grasp of the financials before choosing
a wedding venue. Ask about the amount of the
initial deposit and if that deposit is refundable. In
addition, ask when the deposit is due and when
each subsequent payment is due until the balance
is paid in full. This can make budgeting easier
and planning less stressful.
Couples should have fun choosing their wedding
venues while recognizing thatcertain factors must
be given ample consideration before signing any
contracts. emetrocreativeconnection

WEe Have Your Housing SoLution!
HAVE YOUR ENTIRE
WEDDING/BACHELORETTE PARTY,
GOLF OUTING OR FAMILY REUNION
STAY TOGETHER!

Reserve on: OkohojiRentals.com or VRBO.com

| OFuII. Kitchéﬁ ePool Table eDining eMuch More

For Groups of 15-30
C E NTRAL Two night minimum stay.
STAY-CATION

Call 712.336.4967 to inquire about
our daily party room rentals for your
LARGE GROUP RENTAL bridal shower or special event.
ACCOMMODATIONS
712-336-49617 property managed by
L |RE/MAX | BEL);

LAKES REALTY
22| COM

Hours:
Mon.-Thurs. 10 to 6
Fri.10to 5
Sat.10to 4

Sun. 12to 4
(thru March)

BY SARAH RUHS
RU
FULL SERVICE BRIDAL & PROM-BOUTIQUE
Hwy. 71 - Okoboji ¢ 712-337-3112

(at Arrowwood Resort)

Please call for Bridal
Appointment.
www.elegancebysarah.com

249 Hwy. 71, Arnolds Park
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September 23, 2017, at the Waterfront Event Center on the
shores of beautiful East Lake Okoboji, Cali Duggan and Tyler
Solsma said their "I Dos" in the presence
of over 250 of their closest friends and
family. It was an extremely warm fall day
but it was the most wonderful day.

Tylerand Calimetin October of 2012, at
aUNTIfootball game. Introduced by mutual
friends, the relationship just seemed to be
a perfect fit from the moment they met.
While both enjoy a good game of golf, the
IowaHawkeyes,and professional football, |
itwas on the golf course where the surprise
proposal took place on July 15,2016.Tyler
and Cali were golfing with Cali’s family
at Bunker Hill Golf Course in Dubuque,
where Cali played many rounds of golf
growing up. It was on the 9th hole where
Tyler got down on one knee and asked for Cali to spend the
rest of their lives together.

With Tyler growing up in Spirit Lake,and Cali in Dubuque,
the decision had to be made as to where the wedding would
take place. It didn’t take long for them to decide that it would
be an Okoboji wedding as the colors of fall are just begin-
ning to show. Cali instantly fell in love with Okoboji when
she came back home with Tyler for the first time, and she
wanted all her friends and family from Dubuque to see for
themselves how awesome it is in Okoboji. Then the fun of
planning their special day began.

Cali purchased her wedding gown, at Brides and Wedding
in Manchester, lowa. The colors of black, ivory, gold with
a hint of blush pink set the tone for the wedding party. The
Maid of Honor and five of the bridesmaids wore long sequin
gold dresses, the 8th bridesmaid and sister of the groom, Elli
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Carney, wore a blush pink dress. The Groom and Grooms-
men wore classic black tuxedos with bowties and suspenders
rented from Evans Tuxedos in Spirit Lake.
v Classic and elegant shown throughout
a the ceremony. White ranunculus bouton-
fl nieres and bouquets made of the same
4 were the flowers of choice. Cali said that
Hy-Vee floral in Spirit Lake was an easy
decision as Amber and her team were so
easy to work with. Both Grand Occasions
' and Elements Design Studio did some of
4 the décor, but Laura Duggan, sister of the
bride and Maid of Honor was instrumental
in most of the decorating at the reception.
"I couldn’t have planned our special day
without the help of Laura", mentioned
Cali. She helped so much and kept me
calm throughout the 14 months leading
up to our wedding day.

Memories of their special day were very important to both
Tyler and Cali, as they heard from so many of their friends
that "the day seems to go by so fast, so slow down and take
time to enjoy it". So in addition to their photographer, Jen
Pruss, of Studio 1328 in Spirit Lake, they also hired Complete
Entertainment of Sioux Falls as their Videographer to capture
special moments throughout the day. They also provided the
music for the wedding and the DJ Service at the reception.

The Waterfront catered the meal which consisted of grilled
chicken breast with Parmesan garlic sauce, pork tenderloin,
roasted mixed vegetables, Parmesan garlic mashed potatoes,
and lettuce salad.

Instead of a traditional rehearsal, the bride and groom chose
to have the Grooms Dinner and rehearsal early Friday after-
noon. The dinner was at The Waterfront as well, where they
enjoyed the famous pizza from the Blue Water Flatbread Pizza
Co.Thatevening, the parents of the Groom, Jason and Jantina
Carney, entertained the wedding party and all who traveled in
to town for the wedding on The Kon Tiki which was rented
from Okoboji Boat Works. "It was a great way for all of them
to see the lakes and how beautiful it is in Okoboji", said Cali.

Cali had many favorite moments throughout the day, but
the father/daughter dance was one that will always remain.
Instead of one song, they danced to a combination of four
songs her dad had picked. It was a very special moment, very
special for the both of us, Cali said. As for Tyler, it was when
he could finally relax a bit, and enjoy their time with their
wedding party and closest friends after the ceremony aboard

the Barefoot Barge, where they spent an hour or so cruising
the lake, while those back at The Waterfront enjoyed happy
hour. For me, the mother of the groom, that was a wonderful
hour to have so we could say hello to all of our friends and
family and just mingle and unwind a little.

Tyler and Cali’s advice would be to "enjoy it, embrace it
and hey, if a little glitch happens, it’s okay. Don’t stress too
much about it".

As this goes to print, Tyler and Cali are enjoying their
honeymoon in Mexico. They decided to wait until it was
cold here and with Tyler being a landscaper, fall is a busy
time to try and get away. Tyler and Cali reside in Cedar Falls,
where Tyler works for Wapsie Pines Landscaping and Cali is
a RN at Covenant Medical Center in Waterloo. — by Jantina
Carney
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Did You Know?

Food can make or break a wedding reception. Couples
researching potential reception sites for their parties should
be sure to schedule tastings and confirm how the foods will
look upon being served. In addition to the taste of the food,
couples may want to consider which menu items are offered
— particularly those that align with the latest trends in wed-
ding reception catering. Based on data compiled by The Knot,
She Knows, Delish, and various food bloggers, the following
food trends are worthy of notice.

* Food stations: Food stations encourage interaction between a
chef/server and the guests. Food stations can include a ceviche
bar, fondue cart, quesadilla maker, or custom sliders station.
¢ Colorful foods: Guests are often first tempted by the appear-
ance of foods, and bold colors can set dishes apart.

e Brunch items: Recognizing that daytime weddings can be
much less expensive than evening affairs, couples may want
to have brunch-themed weddings, featuring omelets, pancakes,
French toast, and other tasty breakfast foods.

e Fancier “ordinary” fare: Although chicken fingers and
meatballs aren’t normally given gourmet status, they can
be dressed up and repackaged for weddings. Whole-grain
breadings, Kobe beef meatballs and Asian dipping sauces
give foods some flair.

e Family feel: Some weddings are now served “family style”
where guests can share from larger passed plates. This serves
to connect everyone at the table and encourages conversation,
helping to establish a warm atmosphere.

e Food trucks: Trendy couples can treat guests to another
special component toward the end of the reception. A takeout
style food truck order can serve as a fourth or fifth course.
emetrocreativeconnection

Our floral designers would
love to help create the
wedding of your dreams!
. Whatever your theme, we'll

2(USONS
E@/FH L customize bouquets to fit ¢
your colors and style. i ’ .

3602 Hwy. 71 | Spirit Lake | 712.336.1319
fergusonsgardencenter.com | facebook.com/fergusons.garden

Birthdays ¢Corporate Picnics
eBachelor Bachelorette
eRehearsal Dinners ¢Ceremonies
*Receptions *Anniversaries
*Vow Renewals

*Weddings & Baby Showers
eJust For Fun!

Paits Boal (lub
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Ideal Venue For:

Rent privately or purchase tickets . .

for a scheduled public cruise. ‘@ B *Weddings & Receptions &.1983 JL
CRUISE OPTIONS: , OKOBOIJI «Conventions ARKS
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*Fish House - capacity 120 www.okobojiboatworks.com www.parksmarina.com
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Rachel Gerking grew up in Spirit Lake playing every sport she
could. The jockette excelled at playing softball, basketball and
tennis in high school. Rachel went on to play softball at the
University of Northern Iowa.

for her lifelong teammate.
Little did she know that An- [/,
drew Fisher was “ondeck” and |
living a parallel life in Blakes-
burg, lowa. He was also a jock §
playing baseball, basketball [z
and running cross country in
high school. Andrew went on =
to play basketball at William
Penn University.
Aftercollege,they both took
fitness oriented jobs in Spirit
Lake. Rachel became the Dis-
trict Office Athletic Assistant
and varsity softball coach. Andrew became the Physical
Director at the Bedell Family YMCA. Their circles of work
responsibilities and friends overlapped “off the field.”
Eventually the two bumped into each other and they hit it
off! Their first dating “line ups” included listening and danc-
ing to country music at his house and talking the night away.
“It was pretty unreal how well we connected from the begin-
ning,” Rachel said. They agreed the other was a “great catch!”
Andrew purchased the engagement ring during their trip
to Minneapolis, to watch a Twins game. But he was waiting
for the right moment to pop the question. He pulled off an
unexpected “change up” when he proposed to Rachel in his
hometown of Blakesburg. It felt like a “grand slam home
run” when Rachel said, “Yes!”
They set the wedding date of April 15,2017, and Rachel’s
mom, Jill, went to work planning the wedding. The theme
rustic chic was chosen along with yellow and gray as the

wedding team’s colors.
The “warm up,” rehearsal dinner was at the Oakwood Inn,
with food catered by Tweeter’s.
When the time came to
~ “go to bat,” Rachel chose a
Chantilly lace wedding dress
from Chrysalis Bridal Salon,
in Orange City,lowa.Hernails
N were done at Cali Nails, her
#/ hair at Bella Via Salon and her
¥ make-up at Okoboji Skin Care.

The champagne-colored
bridesmaids’ dresses also came
from Chrysalis, with each gal
- choosing her own style.

Andrew and his team of
groomsmen got their shirts,
pants, ties and suspenders from
Kohl’s.

Heart ‘n Home florist, in Laurens, lowa, provided the
flowers and decorated the Crosswinds Church wedding loca-
tion and the Rolling Oaks Barn (now the Barn at Okoboji)
reception location. “Thad a picture from Pinterest of abouquet
and the florist made mine look EXACTLY how I wanted it,”
Rachel said. “She also helped get a vision of what the barn
should look like and decorated it even more beautifully than
we envisioned.”

The reception’s music was done by DJ, Brett Groen. The
“concession stand” food included a taco, nacho and baked
potato bar by McKeen’s Pub and Grill. The cake was done
by Kim Ingwersen Cakes and dessert by Hey! Good Cookies.
The day was captured in photos by Studio. 1328 and in video
by Emma Dau Photography. The day went off without any
hitches or “extra innings.”

Rachel and her dad, Todd, danced to the song “Cinderella”
by Steven Curtis Chapman. “The only time I cried was dur-
ing the father/daughter dance when my dad was telling me
stories of when I was a little girl playing sports around the
house and being super competitive,” Rachel said.

Rachel and Andrew honeymooned in Cancun, Mexico, to
relax on the beach. They returned to their newly purchased
“home base” in Spirit Lake. Rachel is now the Athletic Direc-
tor at the high school and Andrew is the CEO at the YMCA.

Their love soon “doubled” when they found out they
were expecting identical twin girls. But their joy soon faded
when they found out the babies had Twin-to-twin Transfusion
Syndrome. Procedures were performed to correct this, but

life threw them a “curve ball.” Their daughters, Harper Carli
and Arrie Mykal Fisher, were born on December 29th, over
three months early. Unfortunately the girls did not survive.

With heavy hearts Rachel and Andrew returned to their
daily lives. But they look forward to growing team Fisher in
the future, knowing their angelic cheerleaders will be cheer-
ing them on from above.

Congratulations Rachel and Andrew! May your life together
be richly blessed with many innings of love and happiness
for years to come.

“Never let the fear of striking out keep you from playing
the game.”

— by Mary Meinking Chambers
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Planning Tricks The Professionals Use

Wedding planning can be an exciting undertaking, but
couples who have already walked down the aisle can attest
that wedding planning also can be stressful. Ensuring all of
the details come out right can prove overwhelming at times.
Hiring a wedding planner is one way to alleviate some of the
stress associated with wedding planning. Couples who do not
have the money to hire wedding planner can borrow some of the
tips and tricks professionals rely on when planning weddings.

Make guests the first priority: Even though it may seem
like weddings should be geared around couples tying the
knot, many wedding planners advise couples to focus on ac-
commodating their guests. Having a handle on the number
of people who will be attending, any of their specific needs
(allergies, mobility issues, etc.), providing a comfortable
environment (addressing bugs, weather, seating shortages),
and knowing how much space guests will require can make
choosing a venue that much easier.

Rent what you don’t have: Renting rather than purchas-
ing items can save couples money. Wedding planners do not
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Our grand Victorian estate, located

in the heart of Okoboji, features an
exclusive outdoor experience complete
with a picturesque backdrop for your
intimate outdoor wedding. Perfect for
accommodating out-of-town guests.

WWW.THEOAKWOODINNQOKOBOJI.COM

(712) 332-8057 | 2625 415t ST. SPIRIT LAKE, [OWA 51360

stockpile items such as tables, chairs
and decorations. Instead, they rely on
rental companies to provide what is
necessary. According to Minneapolis-
based professionals The Wedding
Guys, even couples working with
small budgets can enhance or elevate
their weddings by working with rental
companies.

Flush outfoliage: Wedding planners
know that flowers cost a great deal of
money, especially flowers that are not
native to the region where couples are
getting married. The process of making
arrangements can be time-consuming.
Also, many flowers no longer produce
strong scents because they’re bred for
longer stems and a lengthy vase life.
Interspersing potted plants with ar-

rangements that are lighter on blooms and heavier on filler
can help cost-conscious couple stick to budget.

one another and can be good sources of
information. A wedding photographer, for
example, may be able to tell couples which
reception venues photograph particularly
well, and a reception manager may know
which DJs or bands are best at getting
guests on the dance floor.

Negotiate before signing the contract:
Wedding planners understand that ven-
dors may be more willing to offer perks
or extras rather than adding up a la carte
| pricing before the contract is signed. This
way they secure the reservation on good
will. Negotiating for more later on may
be difficult.

Get organized: Organization is key.
Brides- and grooms-to-be may want to
enlist friends or relatives with a flair for

organization to help with details.
Borrowing tricks from wedding planners can help couples
save money and avoid stress. emetrocreativeconnection

Trust vendors’ advice: Wedding vendors tend to know

L
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All Occasion Rental
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Weddings * Family Reunions * Graduation Parties
Birthday Parties ®* Backyard BBQs * Etc.

912 Okoboji Ave ® Milford ® 719-759-1960

classg sassgconsignmenfs@gmail.com
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Paige Krause and Tyler Lynn first met and fell in love when
they were in high school. Their story began as “young love,”
with dinners and movies, and double dating with mutual
friends. As Paige and Tyler grew, so did their love for each
other. Fast forward 6 1/2 years, to June 3, 2017, when they
said their “I dos”.

One evening in December 2015, the couple decided to go
out for dinner and exchange Christmas gifts. After dinner,
Tyler “remembered” he had to do farm chores on the family
farm.

After Tyler and Paige got to the farm, Tyler disappeared
and was gone a very long time. After finally returning, Tyler
told Paige, “Alright, let’s go. Bring the gifts.” Tyler walked
Paige down into the grove of evergreens that were beautifully
lit with lights, a fire burning and hay bales and blankets to
sit on. After exchanging gifts, Tyler got down on one knee,

po
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with an engagement ring in hand, and asked for Paige’s hand
in marriage. “The proposal was Tyler to a T,” stated Paige.

When planning the wedding,
Paige’s mother was a huge help. v
Paige remarked, “My mother was
a saint. She remembered all the
little things I still needed to do
and would send me reminders
on what we needed to get done. \
We focused on vendors that were
local.”

After meticulous planning
down to the very last detail, Tyler
and Paige were marriedinabeau-
tiful ceremony at First Lutheran
Church, in Milford, Iowa.

The rehearsal dinner was held
at Arrowwood Resort and consisted of a delicious pasta bar.
Arrowwood’s entire staff was a pleasure to work with.

Paige chose their wedding colors of plum, blush and ivory.
She wore a strapless, drop waist gown, which she purchased
from Elegance Bridal, in Okoboji. Paige carried a bouquet
of blush and ivory colored peonies and garden roses. She
wrapped a handkerchief, made from her grandmother’s wed-
ding dress, around her bouquet. All the flowers came from
Ferguson’s Floral and Garden Center, in Spirit Lake. Paige
remarked, “They were all just beautiful.” Her six bridesmaids
wore long plum gowns with keyhole backs, which were also
from Elegance.

Tyler, the six groomsmen and ushers all wore dark grey
tuxs with plum accents.

Paige and her bridemaid’s hair were styled at Aspasia Sa-
lon. Paige’s makeup was done at Boji Breeze, in Spirit Lake.

The reception took place at The Roof Garden, in Arnolds
Park, and was beautifully decorated. Each table featured dif-
ferent and unique centerpieces. They were of various sizes
and types of vases, placed on silver platters, with different
types of flowers and greenery. The backdrop for the head
table, from Grand Occasions in Spirit Lake, and was just
beautiful!

Hi-Lo Club out of Lakefield, Minnesota, catered the deli-
cious food.Owner Nadine Malchow was “basically a wedding
planner as well as a caterer and she made our day worry-free
when it came to food.” The wedding cake and cupcakes were
from Playful Cupcaketions. Paige remarked, “they were the
best cupcakes I have ever had!”

The wedding photography was done by Rachael Wester-

i CW@M @rm@[ OPOSGII

gard and Emma Dau, both of whom grew up with Paige.
They kept things moving and took wonderful photos. Their
DJs were Stovetop Productions,
of Sheldon, who kept the guests
on the dance floor all night long.
They also provided a photo booth
that added to the celebration.

The couple honeymooned in
Breckenridge, Colorado, for 11
days, where they enjoyed the
scenery and relaxed. Tyler works
for Beck Engineering and Paige is
a second grade teacher at Sibley-
Ocheyedan Schools. They make
their home in Spirit Lake.

— by Janie Eick
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eWe can host your actual ceremony on our beautiful 19" hole

Y

Spring
Fall
Winter
Weddings

e We have great facilities to host your reception
e Fully remodeled bar and restaurant with delicious food

e NEW kitchen, deck, dining room and restrooms

e Picturesque views of the golf course
Hwy. 86, West Lake Okoboji  712.337.3372 www.okobojiview.net

\What To Consider When Shopping For Rings

Engagements precede wedding dresses,
flower arrangements, limousines, and even a
couple’s wedding vows. And no proposal is
complete without a ring. Knowledge of rings
and stones is essential for those who plan to
propose in the near future.

Arecent survey from the wedding resource
The Knot in which 12,000 brides and 1,200
grooms in the United States were asked about
theirrings, found that people spend an average,
of $5,978 on engagement rings. Recognizing
the potential cost of engagementrings can help
ring shoppers prepare for their purchases.

In addition to considering costs, couples
can employ the following tips to shop with
confidence.

e Cut costs with style. Engagement rings can
be costly, but many couples feel they are
worthwhile investments. According to In Style
magazine, a ring with a classic solitaire of one
carat weightcan costthousands of dollars, while
a band covered in just under one carat of tiny
pavé diamonds will offer plenty of sparkle for
a lot less money.

e Know your settings. How the diamond is
framed can affect how big it looks and even
how much it sparkles. Gems framed with a
bezel can give the illusion of a larger stone.
¢ Get the desired cut. A skilled jeweler knows
how to properly cut a stone to bring out its best

Did You Know?

radiance. From round to princess to emerald
to marquise cut, cut styles can affect how the
stone looks as well as the price.

e Know ring metals. Platinum and gold are
some of the most popular ring setting metals.
Platinum costs considerably more than gold
or silver, but is long-lasting. Couples should
weigh the cost versus benefit of splurging on a
more expensive metal, or speak with a jeweler
about a suitable substitute.

e Investigate personal style. Men should pay
attention to the jewelry their girlfriends wear so
the engagement rings complement their style.
Some women love modern jewelry, while oth-
ers gravitate toward vintage pieces.

e Come in under carat. Buying just shy of the
next carat weight can save between 20 and
30 percent, offers The Knot. Plus, the size
discrepancy probably will not be visible to
the naked eye.

* Think about trading up. Some couples like to
replace engagementrings with amore elaborate
ring for a big anniversary. Some jewelers will
accept the purchase of the engagement ring
toward the price of a future ring.

Jewelry stores are in the business of develop-
ing relationships with their customers. When
purchasing engagement rings, couples can
discuss their desires in regard to a ring, as
well as their budgets. emetrocreativeconnection

In adherence to traditional wedding wardrobes, brides wear white and veils to complete their

ensembles. While many people may view veils as a symbol of purity and chastity, various sources
indicate veils had a more prominent purpose. Cosmopolitan magazine indicates that veils first be-
came popular in ancient Roman times, when brides were covered head-to-toe in a red sheet called
a flammeum. The sheet was intended to scare off any evil spirits that might ruin the wedding. Veils
eventually replaced the flammeum to disguise the bride from those naughty spirits. Veils also were
used to hide brides’ faces from grooms in an era of arranged marriages when grooms had never
seen their brides before their wedding days. Thankfully, today’s veils are more about fashion than

function. emetrocreativeconnection

C/%w %at chou're ((;ngaged...
QLe)t's %lk q.iowers

We Will Make Your Wedding Day
Spectacular & True To Your Vision
& Personal Love Story!

your free

™ consultation

today!

9
Qﬁﬁ%@m heartnhomeonline.com
d, - 140 North 3rd St.,
Laurens, IA

712-841-2546

Heart 'n Home

Homemade Delicious Foods
Create Your Own Menu

Bridal Showers ® Rehearsal Dinners
Receptions ® And All Occasions

712.240.0298 or 712.240.0299

www.mccrearyscreativecatering.com
email: cassie@mccrearyscreativecatering.com

cCreary’s
Creative
Catering

605 N. Grand Ave.
SPENCER, IOWA



http://www.mccrearyscreativecatering.com
mailto:cassie@mccrearyscreativecatering.com
http://www.okobojiview.net

FROM OUR FILES

We appresiate the
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71 Years
Dale & Helen Sturgeon of Arnolds Park
Married June 7, 1946

Chuck & Dorothy Ross of Spencer
Married June 24, 1957

75 Years
Ed & Vergene Donovan of Spirit Lake
Married August 24, 1942

60 Years
Tom & Lois Crane of Milford
Married October 28, 1957
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60 Years
Lawrence & Janice Gath of Spirit Lake
Married May 5, 1957

60 Years
Don & Wilma Clauson of Spirit Lake
Married June 14, 1957

62 Years
Ronald & Annette Potter of Fostoria
Married June 26, 1955

Jon & Lois Rute of Arnolds Park
Married September 1, 1957

S

65 Years
Tom & Peggy Muhlbauer of Arnolds Park
Married November 20, 1952

70 Years
Joe & Betty Lehman of Spirit Lake
Married May 23, 1947

Milton & Phyllis Madsen of Ringsted
Married June 15, 1952

60 Years
Pat & Terry Rosene of Sioux Rapids
Married August 18, 1957

60 Years
Jim & Judy Taylor of Spencer
Married September 22, 1957

71 Years
Robert & Barbara Beemer of Spirit Lake
Married January 18, 1947
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Your-Wedding“Day

) Letus make it the/ day of your dreams!

FLORAL: Whether you want seasonal centerpieces or
on-trend bouquet, our professional florist designers are
here to help chose the perfect flowers to accent your
wedding colors and theme.

BAKERY: Our award
winning decorators and
bakery pros are waiting ,
to design your dream cake, f38
dessert station and more. gl

CATERING: From back-

yard wedding to black tie

., affairs, let us take care of
_ the details.

DISCOUNT when you order
from all 3 departments

HyVee. can 7123366135

empLove OwNED {0 gt up your private consultation.

1500 18th St. * Spirit Lake

Did You Know?

Engagementrings can be quite expensive. Online wedding resource The Knot says the average
ring costs more than $5,000. To protect their purchases, consumers can listen to experts and ask
their jewelers to mark stones with an identification number so lost or stolen rings can be identi-
fied and potentially returned. The diamond can be laser-inscribed with the diamond’s certificate
number or a jeweler’s designation. Such inscriptions are only visible under magnification and
can cost between $40 and $200. Some insurance carriers also will offer discounts on policies
insuring inscribed diamonds, so it can be well worth the extra investment cmerrocreativeconnection
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336-4302

Southwest Minnesota
& Northwest lowa's Premier DJ
Entertainment

e Award Winning Customer Service
e Master of Ceremony
e Ceremony Sound

e Slide Show Services
e Personal Monogram
e Up-lighting

LET US PERSONALIZE YOUR
WEDDING PRINTING NEEDS!

RS P

Vot love and friealiiphar
Felped s Become who we are.

e Head Table Backdrop
e LED Crystal Columns

Together with our parents
Due o Jessica Miner
E4
Dure oL b Jolinson

A

Kpistina L Rpb.

W it you o clbrare x&mi‘. =

together with theic parents
Maria Constolis
o Scott Tigger

invits Tebrate

e Online Planning Tools
e Karaoke

AS A BRIDE & GROOM TO BE...
Recognizing the right DJ makes all the difference!

DJ Jeff Stephens

COUPLES' CHOICE

Jackson, MN 56143 Awards
507.841.0900
www.blueridgeroadshow.com 2018

on Surdz, vtober 10,2015t 00
at Pekes Point |

Spirit Lake, 1A

Reception e Dunce o fillow

SAVE THE DATES 4 INVITATIONS + PROGRAMS
THANK YOUS < CUSTOM GRAPHIC DESIGN

712.336.5012
1823 18" Street 4 Spirit Lake
Open Mon. through Fri. 8:30am-5pm 4 or by appointment
www.businesstodayusa.com
info@businesstodayusa.com

Business
Today,

“Tomorrow’s Solutions”


http://www.businesstodayusa.com
mailto:info@businesstodayusa.com
http://www.blueridgeroadshow.com

DREAM WEDDING
TO DREAM HOME

Start your new life together in your dream home.
Choose Central Bank to help you make it happen.

52

Calculate monthly payments,
compare lending scenarios and
apply using your smartphone.

http://mtgpro.co/juqop

Cindy Mart, Vice President

s e CENTRALBANK
cmart@centralbankonline.com Member FDIC

@ Equal Housing Lender

1400 18th St. | Spirit Lake, IA | (712) 336-4100

timeless

%CLASSIC
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*Air Brush ~ +Manicure  + Spray Tan » OPI & Shellac Available
Make-up

+Pedicure  +Body Wraps  +Bare Minerals Makeup

STORE HOURS:
Sat. 10-2; Mon.-Wed.9-6; Thurs.
9-7; Fri. 9-6
4th & Grand
Downtown Spencer
712.262.2280

www.dermusskincare.com
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Tying the Knot 1@5)} )

The phrase “tying the knot” is synony- LN F
mous with getting married. Although the m\“"'
words can represent the symbolic joining
of two lives together, in some cultures,

getting married actually requires tying a P b
knot. The custom traces its origins to an s =
ancient Babylonian tradition in which L SN
threads from the clothes of both the bride L )

and groom were tied in aknot to represent
the couple’s union. Other cultures have
embraced this tradition, and couples tie
ceremonial knots during their wedding
ceremonies. emetrocreativeconnection.com

We'Are Located at:

1405 Hwy 71 N, Okoboji, I1A
(inside"Arrowwood Resort)

712.332.7875

The'Mostimportant Day of Your Life
Should Start with Us...

INotiJustifor-Bride:..

SIMother,of the Bride o Flower.Girls
SWBridesmaids e Last:Minute'Men's Haircuts

osa or.coffee exclusively foryour bridal party.

MR, p

TARAL KRk SO mmulthn JOC e Fok
RBARYCS e Dur SREDA du! Teey, ook
QUEOMIATLY TRINARW T- TERUBAY, ARl
DO T 1S Tl WE T RS &
A B, R (RREWRE (i, TOERUmRONS
TN oF oo KOWRS. BOU el T WY
ORI R fnerey Halk B A v WS
e t{\‘y\\k&m\w&}\'\s WA (o Thines

B Luek\ v Bt

T
3 L Ms, Mo(?fe’,.’
> Thonk you 0 much Yo
v Your hovd ot on ovr”
Fowrers ! e
bearti@ot ! U many
@mpdmmfs,' We agpreciote.
Youor work! —rhmb\/ou!

\ | Trevorv Abiy

9 Your Wedding, Have i£ Youn Way!
1412 Hill Avenue e Spirit Lake ¢ 712-759-1004
Ms. Margies Flower Shoppe ¢ msmargiesflowers@hotmail.com

e We Host Weddings &
Receptions

e Seating up to 250 People

¢ Beautiful Views of the
Golf Course

A~

ESTHERVILL
GOLF COURS

PRO SHOP « RESTAURANT * LOUNGE

Open to public ® www.nwiagolf.com
3625 170™ Street » Estherville
712-362-4349



http://www.dermusskincare.com
mailto:cmart@centralbankonline.com
http://www.nwiagolf.com
mailto:msmargiesflowers@hotmail.com
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Unique Groomsmen Gift Ideas

Weddings are steeped in tradition, and one of the more
enjoyable ones is the custom of gifting members of the bridal
party. With regard to picking out tuxedos and planning the
wedding, grooms may not spend as much time with their
groomsmen as brides do with their bridesmaids. But that
does not mean grooms don’t want to go above and beyond
when gifting their groomsmen. The following are a handful
of unique groomsmen gift ideas.

* Guys’ day out: While it’s customary to gift groomsmen with
mementos of the wedding that they can keep for years to come,
there’s no law forbidding grooms from gifting an experience.
Grooms can book a guys’day or night out for after the wedding,
buying each groomsmen a ticket to a ballgame and paying for
dinner for the whole crew. Or consider a more adventurous
outing, such as a group bungee jump or whitewater rafting
trip. Provide a memento by ordering a handful of specially
designed commemorative T-shirts.

e Commemorative photo: Many grooms ask relatives and
friends they have known for much of their lives to be their
groomsmen. So it’s not uncommon for groomsmen to know
each other very well. If each member of the party has known
one another for years, grooms can try to find a photo of all
of them together when they were much younger. Have the
photo professionally framed, noting the date of the wedding

Let Us Host Your with an engraving on the frame. If each groomsman is from

- adifferent period in the groom’s life, then the groom can find
Groom's Dlnner a photo from early in each relationship to present as a gift.

* Commemorative beer: Many grooms and groomsmen bond
| n the Of the |Owa G reat La keS! over beer, so grooms who have raised many a pint with their
groomsmen might want to create their own commemorative

beers to show their love and appreciation for their best guy
°Large & Small G'I.'O'IIPS friends. Many craft breweries offer brewing classes that teach

°Variety of Menu Choices beer afficionados the finer points of making beer.. Grooms can
attend such classes on their own and create their own batch

Great PCII."IY Room! ® Stug e for Live specific(&llllﬁ/ folr their gr(ilomsmen or pay for the whole group
Great Location! Entertainment E()1\2/llt(§flrilf: [t)oiti:r?SSG?())(g)ise;ith a creative side and a love of
Great Parking! eParties for all Occasions movies can create movie posters that mimic those of iconic

guy films like “Goodfellas” or “Animal House,” swapping out
Open 7 Days a Week at 3:16 ¢ 712-332-6090 thes roomsmen. Have the finished products frimed before
US Hwy 71  Arnolds Park, IA . ' b

presenting one to each groomsman. emetrocreativeconnection

MAJESTIC PAVILION RESTORATION

COMPLETION SCHEDULED FOR JUNE 2018

||l 1 nhn'h .

., 1%
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; }l T S $5i5ntry Fee | ‘ 'Wi_n_s:-’ iﬁi):e[:i%:;uvél

Complimentary Bags ; The Travel Advantuge
to all brides

”/ e = © Register for Semmars by
L @= 4 lucky brides will : callifg 712.336-2759
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Big Changes, Big Thrills, Bigger Memories

Our historic and beautiful facilities are available for rent on z Al"l"OWWOOd onferenCe Centér

the shores of Lake Okoboji at affordable prices. The newly s W|mb’ don Room

renovated Majestic Pavilion now holds up to 300 guests. 7
Call 712-332-2183 for more details.

el

Sunduy, February 2018 Noon - 4pm

v f & (o FoG w? (S/Jo/am/?d

Sy
ADVANT GE

MORE DETAILS AT

ARNOLDSPARK.COM




“Emily Mitton Photagraphy

ANNIVERSARY DINNERS -
YOUR PERFECT WEDDING DESTINATION LOCATION

Whether your wedding is intimate or grand we can help make it memorable. Offering locations indoors and outdoors for parties of 2 to 550!
excellent hospitality, delicious cuisine, exceptional surroundings, and attention to detail.

Ar C'T‘Dvood inewias—

RE

Located in

Visit our website for more information: arrowwoodokoboji.com 0Okoboiji, IA
Contact: Brenda Jones, Catering Manager 712-332-2161
Minervascatering2@arrowwoodokoboji.com
Call Toll Free: 800-727-4561

- ENGAGEMENT PARTIES « REHEARSAL DINNERS - BRIDAL SHOWERS -

—
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Skin and Vein Clinic

beautifiil

Botox®, Laser Genesis, Fillers,
Breast Surgery,
Liposuection, i
Laser Peels, Coolsculpting®
and Much el

— Dr. Ronald Kolegraff, MD, FACS
Nicole Stall, NP-C, DCNP Dermatology Certified

rebeyou.com

1 rebe skin and vein

Specializing in making your

day yours.

712-320-7804 « diane.chaplin@mchsi.com

Various Ways to Preserve Wedding Memories

Couples’ wedding days are momentous occasions, and
couples want their memories of the day they tied the knot to
endure long after the final guest has departed.

m Weddings can be
amazing, but they
only last a few
hours. Memories
can be forever if
they are effectively
documented. The
following are some
| ways for couples to
permanently memo-
rialize their wed-
ding days.

* Dry the bouquet. Wedding bouquets can be freeze-dried and/
or chemically preserved so that the colors, textures and the
volume of the blooms can appear just as vibrant as they were
on couples’ wedding days. After preservation, the bouquet
can be displayed in a vase or in a specially prepared shadow
box with other mementos.

* Create a custom locket. Brides can wear a piece of their
wedding gown day after day with a custom necklace or locket.
All they need to do is trim a small piece of the lace or other
embellishment from the gown and enclose it in the locket.
Jewelry designers also may be able to convert a section of the
gown pattern into metal through a casting process.

* Have guests sign the label. Purchase a special bottle of
wine or champagne and ask guests to sign the label or the
bottle itself. Store the bottle until a special occasion, such as
amemorable anniversary, and then toast to a happy marriage.
* Make a cake replica. Ask an artist to make a miniature replica
of the wedding cake out of pottery. Put the clay cake out for
display or ask for it to be made small enough to serve as a
Christmas tree ornament.

* Teddy bear transformation: Have tuxedo fabric or wedding
gown material turned into a keepsake teddy bear. Bowman
Bears produces such bears, which can be passed down to
future generations.

¢ Create bouquet jewelry. Encapsulate favorite wedding flow-
ers into a resin pendant, bracelet or earrings.

e Frame the invitation. Display the wedding invitation in a
beautiful frame with custom matting.

¢ Revisit the site. On their anniversaries, couples can visit their
ceremony site or have brunch or dinner at the venue where
the reception took place. Take an “after” picture to display
with the “before” shot from the wedding day.

e Make an invitation ornament. Cut the wedding invitation
into strips and place it inside of a hollow glass ornament. Seal
the top and hang with a ribbon.

* Design a greeting card scrapbook. Turn all of those special
handwritten messages and well-wishes into a scrapbook so
that memories can be revisited time and again.

The planning may take months and the wedding mere
hours, but well-documented wedding day memories can last
forever. emetrocreativeconnection
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The rings you've both been
[

OKOBOJI COMMONS

o dloody folitows fotel

OKOBOJI'S NEWEST PLACE TO STAY!

5
JEWELRY

—SINCE 1928 -

70 SPACIOUS GUEST ROOMS
ONLY KING BEDS IN EVERY ROOM
LUXURY AND EXECUTIVE SUITES

HOST INDOOR & OUTDOOR BUSINESS
MEETINGS, WEDDINGS, FAMILY
GATHERINGS, REHEARSAL DINNERS AND MORE

Outdoor Event Space « Gazebo « Large Outdoor Green Space -« Fire Pits « Hammocks + Outdoor Games
w Sun Deck with Awnings overlooking East Lake « Steps from the Bike Path « Large Dock on East Lake
Fresh Donuts and Coffee every weekend - Saturday Yoga in the Greenspace

VISIT OUR ONSITE FOOD & COCKTAIL ESTABLISHMENTS =

wwwe OKOBOJIC OMMONS., con
302 wwy 71N | 712.332.2222 | oxosor, 1owa 409 Grand Ave, Spencer lowa | 712.2621309 | NelsonJewelry.com
. Mon-Fri 9-5:30 | Th9-7 | Sat 9-5

-

I | O ] 11

Recently Engaged? Just Married? Kegp s in mind for your big day/

Minervas Restaurant & Bar

or Pel'hapS YOU.'I'C Celebl'atil‘lg will soon be offering off-site catering.
an AnniversaI'Y! MINERVAS RESTAURANT & BAR |

OFFERS OUTSTANDING FOOD
THAT WE WILL BRING TO YOU!

*Select Locations Only*

Ofriny

BuFFets
+ Grand Displays
- Appetizers
« & Much More!

~
‘4

_~

Shout it out with an Announcement in
The Lakes News Shopper

Give us a call for more information! !

THE % y / e
ﬂh LAKES NEWS SHOPPER | Eeilh
712.338.2232 c;etzr.igwfiager

712-332-2161-ext 5
minervascatering2@arrowwoodokoboji.com Arrowwood

|
|
|

1009 W. 22 Street » P0. Box 192 « Milford, IA 51351 * sales@lakesnewsshopper.com
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Tips for Choosing a Honeymoon Destination

Once couples have tied the knot, hit the
reception dance floor and thanked their friends
and family for joining them, their thoughts
might startlooking ahead to their honeymoons.
Statistics vary in regard to how much couples
spend on their

throughout their honeymoons, while others
may want to stay at the same resort for the
duration of their trips. Couples who want to
travel may find a backpacking trip to Europe
is aromantic way to indulge their sense of ad-
venture, while those who

honeymoons, but
those heading
overseas can ex-
pect to pay thou-
sands of dollars on
such getaways.

Couples plan-
ning their honey-
moons want to get
the most for their
money while also
ensuring their first trip together as newlyweds
is as memorable as possible. The destination
couples choose can go a long way toward
making that happen, and couples can consider
various factors as they work together to choose
a locale for their honeymoons.

Activity level: Some couples might want
their honeymoons to be filled with activities,
while others might prefer more low-key trips
spent relaxing at seaside resorts. Couples can
discuss which types of trips they prefer and be
willing to compromise if their desires differ.

Travel: Some couples may prefer to travel

., | prefer something more
/7| quiet may find a beach
=l resort more to their liking.

| Budget: Budgetis astrong
consideration for many
couples as they plan their
honeymoons. Because
honeymoons can be ex-
pensive, couples who
don’t want to sacrifice on
their first trip together as a married couple can
begin planning their trips early, even looking
for ways to cut costs on their ceremonies and
receptions if their honeymoons are a bigger
priority.

When planning their honeymoons, couples
also can take steps to save money. Forexample,
delaying a trip until a few months after the
wedding can help covers get back on their
financial feet and enjoy their dream getaways.
Couples visiting resorts also may want to opt
for all-inclusive packages, which can provide
great value, particularly on food and beverages.
emetrocreativeconnection

Little Swan Lake Winery
1350 320th Ave | Estherville
- 712-858-4592 | Islwinery.com

@ Ded & Breal({asl: Lmlging
Wine Discount PacLages Available! @@

Weddings @
¥ Recepﬁons
Grooms [1) — ¥

Now Ial(ing P)OOldngs For Summer 18 & '19

Ca“ Us TO Plan Your Special Dag

: o

AUl Occasions
| Bridal and /Saby
‘Regést'zl(
Stidal Gowns
Syecial Occasion

Dresses
Sridesmaids

L uxedo / Suit
‘Rental
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CONMMIUNITRY GEHWEQ
Qecep’lion Depfec’lion

An Ideal Place For
'Weddmg Receptions
* eGraduation Parties
% e Family Reumons
~ *Birthday Partles
" Banquets o Meetmgs

CaII 338- 274‘1 (C|ty

For Reservation Information
Se hnq Up 10 350 ® We Awalf Voup

‘lﬂ,',\

4388 a.

ttong’uda( c% :


http://www.milford.ia.us
http://www.aheavenlycelebrationbridal.com
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ureWe d»
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Personallze your event and enjoy
- a complimentary ltght breakfast

r Thank You for Includmg _
¥ Us in Your Special Dayv

‘.’ 18 Lake Street..Splrlt Lake .

o¢ =
/iﬁw//l" W\“\(‘Igyhalrte

Our Semi-private upper deck
will seat up to 50 people for a
nice sit down meal with no fee
charged for the room!

L

* Bridal ﬂ{eﬁearsaf * Pre-wedding
Luncheons Dinners get-togetﬁers

Iowa Great Lakes' Best Value in Casual Dining
Book Now for Spring & Fall!

Seating to Accommodate Large Groups
Great Lakes Mall ¢ Spirit Lake * Phone 336-9956

Large Selection

110-*130

Additional Early Bird

discounts available.

Perfecthux...

Uptown Spll‘lt Lake
Phone 712-336-2862

Mon.-Fri. 9:30am to 5:30pm
Sat. 9:30am to 4:30pm

www.evanstuxedos.com
Perfect Fit... Guaranteed

Linen Rentals for
Weddings & all your
Special Occasions!

AMPUS
CLEANERS
& LAUNDERERS

e Table Linens e Drapes

¢ Napkins ¢ Runners
¢ Chair Covers ¢ FElegant

¢ Sashes ¢ Overlays

Check out our rental options
www.werentlinens.com

After Your Big Day

Preserve Your Memories!

Professional

’ BRIDAL GOWN

Cleaning and Preservation

Beautifully boxed into a
timeless treasured keepsake.

4 ﬂi
1710 Ithaca Ave., Spirit Lake « 336-3391

Sunshine Foods in Milford is now a dry cleaning pick up and drop off site.



http://www.myhairteam.com
http://www.evanstuxedos.com
http://www.werentlinens.com

Get A Grip On Your Guest List

Cooperation is key for couples planning their weddings.
Compiling the guest list is one area of wedding planning
where couples oftentimes must embrace both cooperation
and compromise.

Putting together a wedding guest list can cause some ten-
sion. That tension may be confined to couples, but it may even
occur between couples and their families. Getting a grip on
their guest lists may be one of the more difficult tasks couples
encounter when planning their weddings, but there are ways
to make creating the guest list go smoothly.

* Recognize the need to compromise. Couples who recognize
the need to compromise in advance of compiling their guest
lists may find it easier to pare down that list if the initial number
of guests is too high. Couples can create lists of people they
want to invite, breaking these initial lists down into categories
suchas “friends,” “family,” “acquaintances,” and “coworkers.”
Couples may not want to compromise on inviting friends and
family, but each person should be willing to remove some
coworkers and acquaintances from their final lists.

* Don’t succumb to parental pressure if mom and dad are not
paying the bills. Couples who are financing theirown weddings

Let them shower you with Lingerie!
Lace Private Parties-Call and schedule yours today.

1015 Hwy. 71 South - Okoboji
(south of Okoboji Post Office) * 111.331.1711
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should not feel beholden to their parents’ wishes when
compiling their wedding guest lists. Politely explain
to parents you're working on a budget and that you
have a predetermined number of guests you’re capable
of inviting. Couples can appease their parents by en-
couraging them to compile a list of people they hope
to invite, and then telling them these people will be
invited if other guests are unable to make it. Couples
whose parents are footing some or all of the bill must
be more receptive to their parents’ wishes than those
paying for their own weddings.

* Agree on a kids policy. A policy regarding kids may
help couples as they create their guest lists. Couples
working with tight budgets may decide that the only
children who will be invited are their nieces and
nephews. Young cousins likely won’t feel slighted if
they don’t make the cut, and their parents may even [
appreciate a night out without the kids in tow.

* Employ the “future versus past” formula when paring gets
tough. When all else has failed, couples faced with difficult
decisions regarding their wedding guest lists can ask them-
selves if prospective guests are people they expect to see again
in the future or if they are people from their past. Including

the former might be a good idea, while removing the latter
may also make sense, especially if it’s been a long time since
couples have seen people who fall into the “past” category.
Creating the guest list is one of the more difficult parts of
planning a wedding. But couples willing to compromise may
find the process goes smoothly. emetrocreativeconnection

Helping , you find the

errect first home!

1306 18th St., Suite C Spirit Lake
Office: 712-336-3405

Round Lsake

VINEYARDS & WINERY

Round Lake Vineyards & Winery
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Tracey Radcliffe

Broker Associate/GRI, CRS,
SFR, SRS - Realtor®

712-330-0887
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www.ExitRealtyMidwest.com EXIT REALTY MIDWEST tracey@spiritlakehomes.com

Pl e dinga ~ Keeptiond ~ Crroomd innerrd

~Seats 250 comfortably
~ Lakeside patio dance floor
& - Sound system & projector

~ Space for outside activity

The Cellar at Round Lake Vineyards is the dream destination
wedding location. The lakeside wedding arbor is just steps away
from the 3,000 sq foot patio. The ballroom’s 12-foot glass doors
let the rustic elegance of nature pour in. Whether you dance

the night away on the moonlit patio outdoors or under the
chandelier indoors, it will surely be a night to remember.

&

...just minutes from Okoboji

30124 St. Hwy. 264 Round Lake, MN 56167 * 507-945-1100 www.roundlakevineyards.com


http://www.laceokoboji.com
mailto:LaceOkoboji@gmail.com
http://www.roundlakevineyards.com
http://www.ExitRealtyMidwest.com
mailto:tracey@spiritlakehomes.com
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REIDNEGKS ENTERTAINMENT

DJ & KARAOKE SERVIGES
Nn2-336-2296

YOU NAME IT. WE'LL DO IT!

We Have the Largest Selection of Music in the Area and Affordable Pricing!
For Reliable, Professional Services Book Us Now!

Email: Rednecksentertainment@gmail.com - www.rednecksentertainment.com - 712-336-2296 - RDNK Entertainment

i Swiss Acres Features Two Newly Restored Barns
Situated on Nearly 8 Acres, Minutes Fromt
the‘Heatt of Okoboji

ottonwood Cé’l"é?ﬁaﬁy “Outdoor Cerémonyv B
Area featuring two 100+ year old cottonwoods,
= prowdlng a plcturesque country backdrop

e % P»—

~ Red Receptlon“Barn - with capacny of
275 guests, includes a glass garage door, -
= satellite TV, Wifi, Patio & Restrooms.

== 2828 220th St. Terril, 1A 513 61;
: (515)851-8680 = =5

: sw1ssacresokobo]1 com . 1



mailto:Rednecksentertainment@gmail.com
http://www.rednecksentertainment.com
http://www.swissacresokoboji.com
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