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Bixby Teacher Impacts Technology Integration

By EMILY RAMSEY
Managing Editor

As Bixby Public Schools’ In-
structional Technology Integration 
Specialist, Cheryl Wilkinson’s 
role in overseeing the district’s 
Chromebook distribution and soft-
ware training was not something 
she admits that she foresaw in her 
future. 

Yet, her enjoyment of the job 
position continues to grow and 
combines everything she loves, 
namely, working with teachers 
and students and, as a math lover, 
spreadsheets, she smiles. 

Wilkinson, who was recent-
ly named Bixby Public Schools’ 
2017-18 District Teacher of the 
Year, earned her special and ele-
mentary education degree from 
Harding University.

She began her current position 
with Bixby in January 2017. She 
led the distribution of Chrome-
books to ninth grade students in 
August and is now mainly focused 
on providing student and teach-
er software training, she says. 
Wilkinson specifically works with 
teachers to educate them on the 
software’s many offerings and 
match those programs with each 
teacher’s individual classroom 
needs.

While Wilkinson was initially 
skeptical of Chromebooks enter-
ing the classroom, “I learned that 
it’s not about the Chromebooks 
replacing teachers as much as it is 
about the software and the teach-
er,” she says. “The results can be 

transformational if students have 
the right, effective teacher using 
the technology.”

As Wilkinson learned more 
about the software, she increasing-
ly became an advocate: “There’s a 
window of possibilities opening 
up that have never been possible 
before.”

For instance, the 9th Grade Cen-
ter biology department was re-
cently awarded a $27,000 grant to 
purchase microscope probes that 
plug into students’ Chromebooks.

Peer editing is one software 
offering that many teachers are 
utilizing, says Wilkinson. This 
allows students to anonymously 
share their writing with other stu-
dents to gain feedback but without 
fear of judgment.

Wilkinson, who came to Bixby 
Public Schools 11 years ago, start-
ed in the school district as a spe-
cial education reading teacher.

“That’s when I began to appre-
ciate the challenge that learning 

to read presents, that it’s really a 
code that kids have to decipher,” 
she says. 

Additionally, students’ reading 
and comprehension abilities affect 
everything else in their lives, she 
continues.

It was those realizations that 
moved Wilkinson to return to 
school and earn a master’s degree 
in reading from Northeastern State 
University.

“That fire grew inside of me; I 
saw the students with these huge 
gaps in their reading skills, and I 
wanted to change that,” she says.

Wilkinson then moved into the 
role of Instructional Specialist, 
where she worked with teachers, 
analyzing test score data and ob-
serving students to help determine 
strategies to improve their reading 
skills. 

Wilkinson spent three years in 
that position before transitioning 
to Reading Specialist at Central 
Intermediate before the opportu-

nity to take her current position 
came available.

“I have loved all of my different 
roles,” she says, because regard-
less of which role she is playing, 
“the core piece of teaching re-
mains, which is relationships.”

For Wilkinson, her aim has al-
ways been to develop healthy, 
safe, positive relationships with 
her students in order to help them 
be successful.

Similarly, in her current posi-
tion, she has been able to do the 
same thing with teachers: “Watch-
ing teachers be successful, seeing 
them accomplish a program to 
institute in their classrooms is so 
rewarding.”

For a teacher who feels her path 
has always been to teach, there ar-
en’t many things more fulfilling.

Soon, Wilkinson will shift her 
focus to training 10th grade teach-
ers who will be working with 
Chromebook software for the 
2018-19 school year.

PASSIONATE EDUCATOR: Cheryl Wilkinson, Bixby’s 2017-18 District Teacher of the Year, holds a 
Chromebook at the Bixby 9th Grade Center, where she serves as the Instructional Technology Integration 
Specialist. Wilkinson oversees the distribution of Chromebooks and software education.
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Girl Scouts is celebrating 105 

years as the leading leadership 
development organization for 
girls.

On March 12, 1912, in Savan-
nah, Georgia, Juliette Gordon 
“Daisy” Low organized the 
very first Girl Scout troop. 
G.I.R.L. stands for go-get-
ter, innovator, risk-taker 
and leader.

Girl Scouts of Eastern Oklaho-
ma serves approximately 13,000 
girls and volunteers in 30 east-
ern Oklahoma counties and is a 
United Way agency. The nation-
al organization as a whole is 2.6 
million strong—1.8 million girls 
and 800,000 adults.

The Girl Scout Leadership 
Experience is a one-of-a-kind 
leadership development pro-
gram for girls. It is based 
on time-tested methods and 
research-backed program-

ming that teaches girls lead-
ership skills through activities 
such as night-time hikes, mis-
sions on the International Space 
Station, lobbying the city coun-
cil, and running her own cookie 
business.

Research shows that girls learn 

best in an all-girl, girl-led and 
girl-friendly environment. 

Girl Scouts endeav-
ors to create an envi-
ronment where girls 
can practice different 
skills, explore their 
potential and take on 

leadership positions.
For more information on how 

to volunteer, donate, or join, vis-
it www.gseok.org. Girl Scouts 
of Eastern Oklahoma is a proud 
2013 recipient of the Oklahoma 
Business Ethics Consortium’s 
Community Impact Award 
and Alpha Kappa Alpha’s So-
cial Justice and Human Rights 
Award.

Courtesy photo
ROBOTICS ROCKSTARS: In 
2016, the Lego Queens Girl Scouts 
robotics team won first place in 
Core Values at the FIRST Lego 
League by the Oklahoma Science 
and Engineering Foundation. 

EMILY RAMSEY for Bixby Breeze
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To learn more visit windcatcherenergy.com

LOW COST
DELIVERING SAVINGS

Wind Catcher is an unprecedented renewable 
energy project that will provide an abundance 
of clean, affordable energy and benefits 
to customers.

• $2 BILLION in savings over 25 years

• 40% of energy will come from wind

• More stable fuel prices 

OKLAHOMA WIND

TO PSO CUSTOMERS

Donna’s Fashions Celebrates 20 Years at Shops of Seville
By RAEGAN DOUGHARTY
ContributingWriter

Donna Brollier is the owner of 
Donna’s Fashions, 10051 S. Yale 
Ave., located in the Shops of Se-
ville on the corner of 101st Street 
and Yale Avenue. The upscale retail 
shop is celebrating its 20th anniver-
sary in 2018. 

The store is tucked away in a 
tight-knit shopping center, offering 
customers a shopping experience 
that Brollier hopes weaves together 
multiple generations of shoppers. 

In addition to owning her own 
retail shop, Brollier, a Broken Bow 
native, is a jewelry designer and 
blogger and the mother of three 
children, Corey, Tristan and Ash-
tyn. Her son Corey Kent White is 
a country music singer who com-
peted on NBC’s The Voice in 2015, 
making it to the top eight. White, a 
Bixby High School graduate, went 
on to receive a publishing deal with 
Warner/Chappell Music. He lives 
in Nashville with his wife, and they 
are expecting their first child.

Brollier earned her undergraduate 
degree at Oklahoma State Univer-
sity in family and children’s ser-
vices, a path that emphasized retail 
and fell under the college of home 
economics. She earned her master’s 
degree at Oral Roberts University 
in Christian Counseling. 

“I think my two [degrees] have 
served me well in that they have 
helped me to improve my custom-
er-interaction skills and my ability 
to listen, which have helped me to 
build beautiful relationships with 
my customers over 20 years,” she 
says.

Brollier opened her store in Sep-
tember 1998 after spending four 
years in the counseling field. Brol-
lier says her hope was that the store 
would be an extension of the com-
munity’s neighborhoods and even 
homes. 

She credits GTR as a long-time 

supporter of her store, publishing 
the very first article and advertise-
ment for Donna’s Fashions after 
she opened her doors. 

With the ever-changing nature of 
the retail industry, Brollier has tak-
en a number of steps to set her shop 
apart over the past 20 years. With 
the growing popularity of online 
shopping, brick-and-mortar stores 
now more than ever must “con-
stantly evaluate inventory and real-
ize what’s moving and what isn’t,” 
she says.

Additionally, Brollier believes 
that her shop offers something that 
no online store can, a unique shop-
ping experience with unmatched 
customer service.

“Tulsa has been good to us, and 
our customers have been amazing to 
trust us for 20 years. I think we’ve 
built a relationship that they know 
when they come here, they’ll get 
honesty and quality,” Brollier says.  

Brollier’s belief in strong commu-
nity involvement has led Donna’s 
Fashions to support local projects, 
such as Oklahoma Project Wom-
an, Joy In The Cause, Dress for 
Success and The Salvation Army, 
among others. She encourages 
store guests to shop local and says 
that everyone wins when commu-
nity members help one another by 
supporting local businesses. Those 
businesses often give back to local 
causes and charities, which Brollier 
says benefits everyone involved. 

Brollier is also constantly evalu-
ating her store’s offerings, always 
on the hunt for on-trend versatile 
fashion pieces that can be shared 
by numerous generations, she says. 

Donna’s Fashions carries well-
known brands, including Joseph 
Ribkoff, Johnny Was and Tommy 
Bahama. Since beginning to carry 
Tommy Bahama in 2008, Donna’s 
Fashions has become one of the top 
100 best-selling stores for the brand 
in the country. 

To further set herself apart in 

unique offerings, Brollier launched 
her own line of jewelry in 2014, 
creating designs that she envi-
sioned but was unable to find any-
where on store shelves. She says 
her line, Steel Magnolia Jewelry, 
is based on sophistication, strength 
and southern charm. 

“I remember thinking at that point 
it seemed like the right time to try 
something new,” Brollier says. Her 
store provided her the opportunity 
to test out her jewelry designs and 
gain customer feedback. She says 
the positive feedback was encour-
aging. 

Brollier includes the Christian 
cross on many of her jewelry de-
signs as a way to share her faith 
and her belief in women’s strength, 
she says. 

“I think it goes back to that as 
women, we’re strong in our faith 
and in our values to raise our fam-
ilies, and together we can do just 
about anything.”

Another way that Brollier stays 
connected with her customers is 

through her blog, where she covers 
topics from closet organization to 
how to wear certain pieces. She says 
that the blog serves as a newsletter 
for the store and helps to bolster the 
relationship side of her business. 

As Brollier looks to the future and 
reflects on the past, she credits the 

success of her shop to “my amazing 
employees and loyal customers who 
have been with me for 20 years.”

To learn more, visit Donna’sFash-
ions.com. Donna’s Fashions is 
open Monday-Thursday 10 a.m.-
5:30 p.m. and Friday-Saturday 10 
a.m.-5 p.m.

HONORED INDIVIDUALS: Mackenzie Bechtold, left, was 
named The Salvation Army Boys & Girls Clubs of Metro Tulsa 2018 
Youth of the Year at a banquet held Feb. 1 at the University of Tul-
sa. Brian Jackson, a development manager for Junior Achievement, 
was awarded the Clay Satcher Volunteer Award.  Bechtold attends 
Charles Page High School and received a $5,000 scholarship for 
the local contest and now advances to state competition.

SHOP LOCAL: Donna Brollier, owner of Donna’s Fashions, displays a 
popular outfit currently available at her store. Donna’s Fashions carries 
well-known clothing brands, including Joseph Ribkoff, Johnny Was and 
Tommy Bahama, as well as one-of-a-kind jewelry items.

SUCCESSFUL OWNER: Don-
na Brollier sits in her shop, Don-
na’s Fashions, 10051 S. Yale Ave., 
located in the Shops of Seville on 
the corner of 101st Street and Yale 
Avenue. Donna’s Fashions is cele-
brating 20 years in 2018.
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Alison Anthony to Succeed
Mark Graham at United Way

When Mark Graham walked 
door-to-door to raise money for the 
Tulsa Area United Way as a young 
man, he never imagined he would 
eventually reach a quarter of a bil-
lion dollars.

As a young banker in his mid-
20s at Sooner Federal, Graham 
responded to a request for United 
Way volunteers.

That early volunteer experience 
was Graham’s introduction to com-
munity service and philanthropy. 
Through the next several decades 
of his career in banking and insur-
ance, he would serve on the Unit-
ed Way’s Campaign Cabinet, as 
well as other community volunteer 
roles.

 “I realized it was time to pursue 
a career in service - to give back to 
the community in a more signifi-
cant way.” 

Soon after, he was named pres-
ident and CEO of the Tulsa Area 
United Way. During his tenure, 
Graham has presided over com-
munity campaigns raising more 
than a quarter of a billion dollars: 
$252,759,483. Under his leader-
ship, the Tulsa Area United Way 
continued building on its reputation 
as one of the most successful Unit-
ed Way organizations in the U.S.

As a testament to his character, 
Graham is most proud of the help 
his family received from seven 
United Way agencies during his 
tenure. Remarked one volunteer, 
“For Mark, it has always been 
about service and helping those in 
need. That’s just who he is.”

Alison Anthony has been in-
volved in community service and 
philanthropy most of her life, but 
her heart has always been with the 
United Way.

“I really do think of this new role 
as a calling,” she says. “And I an-
swer that call with joy, knowing I 
will wake up each day focused on 
serving the people of our commu-
nity.”

Anthony will become the next 
president and CEO of the Tulsa 
Area United Way on April 1. 

She was named chief operating of-
ficer in August 2017 and has served 
alongside Graham ever since.

“Mark is a treasure in this com-
munity, and I am so grateful for 
his guidance and mentorship over 
these past months. What a legacy 
of impact and excellence he leaves. 
And I take the responsibility to 
honor and continue that legacy very 
seriously,” she says.

Previously, Anthony served as 
president of the Williams Foun-
dation and director of strategic 
outreach at Williams. She also led 
efforts in diversity, employee rela-

tions and leadership development, 
and organizational effectiveness at 
Williams. 

Anthony is no stranger to the lo-
cal United Way or the Tulsa com-
munity. She has served in numer-
ous roles for the United Way – as 
a member of its Board of Directors 
and Campaign Cabinet, a found-
ing member and former chair of 
its Women’s Leadership Council, 
and chair of the 2020 Strategic 
Planning Initiative, among many 
others. 

She has served on the board of 
countless non-profit organizations 

in the Tulsa area and state, including 
the Tulsa Community Foundation, 
Community Action Project, Com-
munity Service Council and more. 

She received master’s and bache-
lor’s degrees from Oklahoma State 
University and has completed sev-
eral leadership training programs, 
including the Harvard University 
Talent Pipeline Development Pro-
gram and senior human resources 
professional certification from 
the Society of Human Resources 
Management.

She is married to Mark Wilson 
and they have five children. 

LEADERSHIP DISCUSSION:  Alison Anthony and Mark Graham 
discuss the leadership role at the Tulsa Area United Way. Anthony was 
named TAUW Chief Operating Officer in August 2017 where she has 
served alongside retiring President and CEO Mark Graham.

Courtesy TAUW

http://www.GTRnews.com
mailto:info@gtrnews.com
http://www.facebook.com/gtrnewspapers
www.misshelens.com
www.viplimo.net


By RON PETERS
Tulsa County Commissioner

One of the government reforms 
recommended by the Step Up 
Oklahoma group is for county cit-
izens to be allowed to decide what 
form of county government best 
suits the needs of the county.

While the recommendation 
didn’t specifically endorse “coun-
ty home rule,”(CHR) it’s certain-
ly the direction inferred.

For over 20 years, the law in 
Oklahoma allowed for optional 
CHR. In the mid 1990s the then- 
eight elected Tulsa County offi-
cials started the statutory process 
for implementation of CHR when 
they each nominated two citizens, 
16 in all, to serve on a Charter   
Commission.

Once the 16 members of the 
Charter Commission were nomi-
nated, the next statutory step was 
to allow Tulsa County voters to 
approve or disapprove both the 
nominations and the creation of a 
Charter Commission. The voters 
did in fact approve the nominees 
and the creation of the Charter 
Commission 

The Commission had two 
charges: to study the pros and 

cons of CHR for Tulsa County 
and then to recommend to the 
Board of County Commissioners 
what version should be put to a 
vote of the people.

Unfortunate-
ly, before the 
Charter Com-
mission could 
conclude its 
work, the 
Oklahoma Su-
preme Court 
struck down 
the CHR stat-
utes as uncon-
stitutional, be-
cause it was a 
“special law” 
that only ap-
plied to Tulsa 
County.

During the 
time that the 
Charter Com-
mission was 
studying dif-
ferent forms 
of county 
governments, a great deal was 
learned that should be beneficial 
today to better understand what 
CHR could look like.

CHR does not ultimately mean, 
as some might suggest, the con-
solidations of city and county 
governments. It is not necessarily 
about county government getting 

either bigger or smaller. Home 
rule is, as the name suggests, 
about placing the power to govern 
at the county level as opposed to 
a legislature miles away. It allows 

local citizens to 
decide, not the 
legislature, how 
county govern-
ment should be 
structured, what 
services it can 
or may provide, 
and to control its 
own destiny. It 
would allow the 
county to pass 
ordinances, rules 
and regulations 
for orderly gov-
ernance and for 
citizens to have 
the rights of ini-
tiative and ref-
erendum actions 
on issues they 
want addressed, 
as long as they 
comply with 

state laws and the state constitu-
tion.

At its core, CHR allows local 
decisions to solve local problems 
with local funding as the citizens 
see fit. This is the primary pur-
pose of CHR. For example, coun-
ties could vote to establish public 
safety districts, fire districts, etc., 

where state law is silent on the 
matter.

Given recent events, most rea-
sonable thinking people would 
agree that decisions made by 
governments closer to the people 
being governed are more likely to 
produce the results desired by lo-
cal residents.

A CHR  charter is similar to a 
constitution, written by represen-
tatives of the people, approved 
by the people and followed by 
those elected to county govern-
ment.

While consolidation of some 
local government services is one 
form of county home rule, there 
are at least six other forms of 
CHR governance:
• Elected County Commission-

ers who appoint a cabinet 
to handle all administrative 
functions;

• Elected County Commission-
ers and an elected County 
Council made up of citizens 
elected from the cities within 
the county;

• Elected County Mayor who 
appoints a cabinet for all ad-
ministrative functions;

• Elected County Commission-
ers who appoint a professional 
county manager to run the day-
to-day operations of county 

government, similar to what a 
city manager does for cities;

• Elected County Mayor and 
County Council, establishing 
both an Executive and Legisla-
tive branches of government;

• Elected County Commission-
ers and a few other county 
positions, like Sheriff or 
Treasurer;

•Variations or combinations of 
any of these forms.

Once the Charter Commission 
had concluded its work it would 
make a recommendation to the 
Board of County Commissioner 
on what version of County Home 
Rule they would recommend be 
put to a vote of the people.

To move this process forward 
it would take amending the cur-
rent law so that it applies to more 
than just Tulsa County.  Only then 
would elected officials of Tulsa 
County be in a position to consid-
er CHR.

When you hear the term CHR, 
don’t consider this to be neces-
sarily synonymous with govern-
ment consolidation. As stated 
above, there are many forms 
of local county governments 
that the citizens of Tulsa Coun-
ty might eventually be asked to 
consider.

Tulsans are pulling together to 
address mental illness and suicide 
through a ground-
breaking program 
called the Com-
munity Response 
Team (CRT). 

CRT is an inno-
vative, first-re-
sponder collab-
oration project 
between the 
Mental Health 
Association OK 
(MHAO), Tulsa 
Police Depart-
ment (TPD), 
Tulsa Fire De-
partment (TFD), 
Family & Chil-
dren’s Services’ 
(F&CS) and 
Community Out-
reach Psychiatric 
Emergency Ser-
vices (COPES).

The CRT is a 
great example of 
our approach to 
problem solving: 
We are breaking down the old pa-

rochial silos and bringing together 
the best experts in our community 

to address a spe-
cific need. This 
helps us deliver 
better service to 
the citizens we 
serve.

The three-per-
son Community 
Response Team 
consists of a Tul-
sa police officer, 
a Tulsa fire para-
medic and a men-
tal health thera-
pist who are able 
to address any 
security threats, 
healthcare needs 
and mental health 
crises going on 
in people’s lives. 
Last month the 
Tulsa Area United 
Way gave more 
than $100,000 in 
special commu-
nity collaboration 
funding, allowing 

the CRT to respond to calls two 

days each week.
I greatly appreciate the Tulsa 

Area United Way for its strong 
support of our innovative CRT pro-
gram and am eager for us to serve 
more Tulsans in need throughout 
the year. Community partnerships 
like this help strengthen our com-
munity policing efforts in Tulsa. 
TPD and TFD are removing barri-
ers between City departments and 
non-profit collaborators to deliver 
better service to the citizens we 
serve.

In 2017 alone, 13,000 911 calls 
were mental health crisis calls – 
each one taking time and effort 
from first responders and, ulti-
mately taking them away from 
crime-related calls. Now, the CRT 
can give expert care to a person 
suffering from mental illness, so 
our patrol officers and emergen-
cy personnel can get back on the 
streets. 

All CRT first responders undergo 
Crisis Intervention Training (CIT), 
and mental health professionals 
complete specialized training in 
mobile crisis response and crisis 
intervention through Family and 

Children’s Services COPES. CIT 
training is a model for our com-
munity policing efforts that bring 
together law enforcement, mental 
health providers, hospital emer-
gency departments and individuals 
with mental illness and their fam-
ilies to improve responses to peo-
ple in crisis. 

By collaborating with highly 
valued community partners on 
public safety endeavors, we’re 
building a safer Tulsa for all cit-
izens. 

For more information on Com-
munity Policing and to see the 
progress report dashboard, visit 
www.cityoftulsa.org/police.
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By G.T. BYNUM
Mayor of Tulsa
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RON PETERS

From Tulsa County

Seconds matter during a stroke.
Expert stroke care. Two locations.

The quality of medical care you receive in the first minutes and hours after a stroke can save your life and 
determine how well you recover. Oklahoma Stroke & Neurological Institute @ Hillcrest offers a multi-disciplinary 
team committed to providing the most complete neurological care in the region. If you experience signs of 
a stroke, please act fast and call 911.

Hillcrest Medical Center (11th & Utica) | Hillcrest South (91st & Hwy 169) 
OklahomaStroke.com

State of the City:

Community Response Team Addresses Mental Illness

Step Up Oklahoma Recommends County Home Rule

http://www.cityoftulsa.org/police
oklahomastroke.com
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PSO Employees Help to 
Restore Power in Puerto Rico

Twelve Public Service Company 
of Oklahoma (PSO) employees 
departed from Tulsa recently to 
fly to Puerto Rico to help restore 
power to the island.  They are part 
of a group of nearly 70 frontline 
employees from PSO and its sis-
ter companies across the AEP sys-
tem that are joining in the massive 
power restoration effort there.

The PSO employees are traveling 
to Caguas, a remote, mountain-
ous and heavily impacted region 
of Puerto Rico. Their trucks and 
equipment were shipped by barge 
and arrived there earlier this week.  
Two additional PSO employees 
arrived several days in advance to 
prepare for the arrival of the resto-
ration team.

Cliff Elliott, distribution system 
supervisor in Atoka, is leading 
PSO’s team. He says he expects 
they will work 12 to 15 hours a 
day, seven days a week for the next 
30-45 days.

“We’re honored to have the op-
portunity to help bring power back 
to the people of Puerto Rico,” says 
Elliott.  “We will miss our families 
and friends, but the conditions in 
Puerto Rico are dire, and they need 

power restored as quickly as pos-
sible. We have the expertise to do 
that, and we are happy to be able 
to help.” 

Hurricane Maria hit Puerto Rico 
Sept. 20, leaving 3.6 million peo-
ple without power. More than four 
months later, many homes and 
businesses are still without electri-
cal service.

The American Public Power 
Association, the Edison Electric 
Institute, the National Rural Elec-
tric Cooperative Association, and 
their member companies have 
been working together to support 
the mission of restoring power for 
the citizens of Puerto Rico, follow-
ing a request by the Puerto Rico 
Electric Power Authority (PRE-
PA). AEP and its subsidiaries are 
among several U.S. mainland en-
ergy companies providing resourc-
es and workers to PREPA.

PSO, a unit of American Electric 
Power (NYSE: AEP), is an electric 
utility company serving more than 
545,000 customers in eastern and 
southwestern Oklahoma.  Based 
in Tulsa, PSO has approximately 
3,800 megawatts of generating ca-
pacity and is a significant provider 

of wind energy in the state.  News 
releases and other information 
about PSO can be found at www.
PSOklahoma.com. 

LIGHTS ON:  PSO employees get 
ready to board a flight to Puerto 
Rico to help citizens restore power 
after Hurricane Maria hit Sept. 20.

Courtesy photo

Steve Bradshaw Aims to Raise Tulsa’s Profile
By EMILY RAMSEY
Managing Editor

Editor’s Note: Tulsa Regional 
Chamber 2018 Chair Steve Brad-
shaw is one of Greater Tulsa Re-
porter’s “10 to Watch in Greater 
Tulsa 2018,” as announced in its 
January 2018 issue. GTR was the 
first news group in Greater Tulsa 
to introduce “10 People to Watch,” 
which launched in January 2009. 

Throughout the year, GTR is 
publishing a series of articles, fea-
turing each of its “10 to Watch,” 
with next month’s issue to feature 
Anna America, executive director 
of the Child Abuse Network and 
Tulsa city councilor.

As BOK Financial President 
and CEO Steve Bradshaw 

takes the reins as 2018 Chairman 
for the Tulsa Regional Chamber, 
Bradshaw brings his unique vision 
to the leadership position based on 
over 25 years with one of the most 
reputable banks in the state.

Bradshaw is a Bartlesville native 
who joined Bank of Oklahoma in 
1991 after the bank purchased his 
seven-person investment firm.

Bradshaw’s interest in finance 
stretches far back into his teens: 
“I was the 15-year-old helping my 
father decide on his 401k invest-
ments,” he laughs.

His first bank job was in college 
as a part-time drive-up teller.

He holds a bachelor’s degree in 
business finance from the Univer-
sity of Central Oklahoma and his 
banking degree from the South-
western Graduate School of Bank-
ing at Southern Methodist Univer-
sity.

As chamber chair, Bradshaw’s 
three areas of focus this year re-
volve around specific barriers that 
he has seen firsthand in business: 
public education funding, new 
economy jobs and direct flights.

Inadequate public education 
funding is not new to Oklahoma 
nor to Tulsa; yet, the situation 
continues to grow more dire, espe-
cially after the Step Up Oklahoma 
budget plan failed to pass in Feb-
ruary.

“We need a more compelling 
voice,” says Bradshaw. “We are 
underinvested in public education, 
and that is directly related to eco-
nomic development.”

While’s Tulsa’s low cost of liv-
ing is a plus in luring companies 
to the region, when companies add 
in the cost of private education 
because of low public education 
funding, that drives cost of living 
up, he notes.

In addition, an underfunded pub-
lic education system raises ques-
tions as to the quality of our work-
force, Bradshaw continues.

The need for technology-driven 
jobs and the workforce to fill them 
is growing around the world—jobs 

involving information technology, 
research and development, and cy-
bersecurity. 

While Bradshaw realizes that 
this is a long-term aspiration, 
the need to think about emerging 
economies and then take positive 
action to grow local opportunities 
is essential for Tulsa to keep pace 
with other cities, he says.

He believes that plan involves 
both attracting technology-driv-
en businesses and working with 
educational institutions and com-
panies to develop internship pro-
grams, including the many area 
companies that already have large 
technology departments, such as 
ONEOK, Williams, QuikTrip and 
BOK—“Technology-driven jobs 
at BOK are the highest percentage 
of jobs being added.”

Although Tulsa has seen a num-
ber of recent direct flight an-
nouncements, including Dallas, 
Austin, San Jose, California, and 
the D.C. area, the need for daily 
direct flights to New York City 
and Los Angeles remains, Brad-
shaw says.

“If people can’t travel to areas 
of commerce quickly, companies’ 
views of an area are negative.”

In March, Bradshaw plans to ini-
tiate a FlyLocal campaign asking 
companies to pledge that their em-
ployees will fly in and out of the 
Tulsa airport unless it causes a fi-
nancial hardship. 

Perhaps surprisingly, Bradshaw 
has found that many travelers are 
choosing to bypass Tulsa as their 
airport of choice due not to cost 
concerns but to the possibility of 
missing connecting flights.

But that very practice only serves 
to decrease air traffic through Tul-
sa and keep direct flight dreams at 
bay, he says. “It’s in everyone’s 
best interest to use the Tulsa air-

port as long as it’s not an economic 
disadvantage.”

While Tulsa certainly has its hur-
dles to jump, though, the city also 
has much to brag about, adds Brad-
shaw, in the way of quality of life 
amenities, entertainment options 
and public/private partnerships.

“We just have to do a better job 
of telling people about it,” Brad-
shaw says.

BOKF PRESIDENT: Steve Bradshaw was inaugurated as the 2018 
chairman of the Tulsa Regional Chamber in January. Bradshaw’s three 
areas of focus for the year are public education funding, new economy 
jobs and direct flights. Bradshaw has served as president and CEO of 
BOK Financial since 2014.

Bama Supports 12 & 12
12 & 12 announced a gift 

of $700,000 from The Bama 
Companies, Inc., to support 
major renovations and the goals 
of the Transforming Recov-
ery campaign.  12 & 12 offers 
life-saving recovery tools for 
adults suffering with addiction 
or co-existing mental health 
and substance abuse disorders 
to achieve individualized re-
coveries.

This gift pushed 12 & 12’s 
$8.7 million Transforming Re-
covery campaign over the $5 
million mark. The campaign 
includes capital projects, major 
interior and exterior renova-
tions, and the expansion of 12 
& 12’s services.

Of the gift, Paula Marshall, 
CEO, said, “It is with great 
pride and humility that we have 
chosen to name the Bama Com-
mons and fund major renova-
tions at 12 & 12 with Bama’s 
resources. 12 & 12 serves a 
vital need in our community 
as one of the very few adult 
treatment centers. Addiction to 
opioids and other substances is 
a huge problem in Oklahoma 
today, and without treatment 
our state will not ever be pros-

perous and grow.” She added, 
“Thanks to 12 & 12 for helping 
people in our community re-
cover and become citizens who 
serve the state instead of those 
who detract from the growth of 
the state due to addiction.”

GRACIOUS GIFT:  Paula 
Marshall of Bama Companies 
recently announced the signifi-
cant gift of $700,000 at the 12 
& 12 Skelly Drive location.

Courtesy BOKF

GTR Newspapers photo

http://www.PSOklahoma.com
http://www.PSOklahoma.com
tulsazoo.org/bunny


The flu is relentless. Politics 
are mind-numbing. There’s more 
scandal in the news than we can 
process. Get away 
from it all and cel-
ebrate Valentine’s 
Day, and not just 
for one day. Let’s 
stretch the feel-
goods of Febru-
ary into a second 
month. You can’t 
have too much 
love or too much 
fun.

Guaranteed to 
brighten any day, 
country music 
heartthrob Blake 
Shelton comes to 
the BOK Center, 
Feb. 15. “People” 
magazine’s 2017 
“Sexiest Man 
Alive” is an Okla-
homan whom 
music fans of all 
stripes have come 
to know as the affable, quick-wit-
ted judge on “The Voice.” The 
producers of that show could not 
have anticipated how entertaining 
the barb-trading bromance be-
tween fellow judge Adam Levine 
and Shelton was going to be. Fre-
quent-flyer concertgoers rate Shel-
ton’s concerts near the top! 

If you didn’t know the Avett 
Brothers before, you may come 
across them now that Judd Ap-
atow has released his documen-
tary “May It Last” on HBO. Ap-
atow is known as a producer and 
writer of “40-Year-Old Virgin,” 
“Bridesmaids” and the recently 
Oscar-nominated “The Big Sick.” 
He found the Avett Brothers’ story 
to be uplifting and relatable. Cer-
tainly, their Mar. 2 concert at the 
BOK Center would make a killer 
date night. The group’s neo-folk 
songs are romantic, heartfelt and 
touching. 

Also upcoming at the BOK Cen-
ter Mar. 5 is an appearance by 
pop star Pink. She sang the “Star 
Spangled Banner” at Super Bowl 
2018 and was impressive with an 
understated, signed performance 
this year at the Grammys. I imag-
ine her “Beautiful Trauma” tour 
will incorporate some of the Phil-
adelphia native’s aerial acrobatics 
along with “Raise Your Glass,” 
“What About Us” and other me-
ga-hits.

A date on Valentine’s Day is not 
required to rock out Feb. 14 with 
Peter Cetera at the Hard Rock’s 
The Joint. Cetera made 10 al-
bums with the rock band Chicago 
and has eight of his own. “If You 
Leave Me Now” is one of his best-
known hits. I think it will be sweet 

to hear his “Glory of Love” on 
Valentine’s Day.

The Joint welcomes Nashville 
recording artist 
Easton Corbin, 
Mar. 2, and two 
bands, Los Lo-
bos and the Los 
Lonely Boys, 
Mar. 9. Los Lo-
bos has been 
around since the 
1970s. The lesser 
known Los Lone-
ly Boys (a band 
of true brothers) 
were mentored by 
Santana and Wil-
lie Nelson. Re-
views of the Los 
Lobos and the 
Los Lonely Boys 
combo concert 
mention a “gui-
ta r-shredding” 
that is worth the 
price of admis-
sion.

River Spirit’s Paradise Cove 
rescheduled Brothers Osborne 
for Feb. 23, followed by rapper 
Flo Rida Feb. 24. The R&B, soul 
and funk band, Earth, Wind and 
Fire, founded by the late Maurice 
White, performs March 2. 

Steve Winwood has enjoyed an 
astonishing career, whether he’s 
singing “Gimme Some Lovin” 
with the Spencer Davis Group, 
“The Low Spark of the High 
Heeled Boys” with Traffic or 
“Can’t Find My Way Home” with 
Blind Faith. In his solo career, 
he is known for “Higher Love” 
and “Valerie,” among many other 
tunes. His Greatest Hits Live Tour 
comes to River Spirit on March 3.

The Brady Theatre hosts St. Vin-
cent Feb 26. Singer/guitarist Annie 
Clark was born in Tulsa and has a 
big following here. She’s a Gram-
my winner for Best Alternative Al-
bum. Ellen DeGeneres hosted St. 
Vincent on “Ellen” late last year 
and is a huge fan.

“The stars align” at the Tulsa 
PAC Feb. 17, with a program by 
that name presented by Tulsa Op-
era. It’s a 70th season celebration 
featuring mezzo-soprano Susan 
Graham. Also performing a range 
of music are acclaimed tenors Aar-
on Blake and David Portillo and 
soprano Sarah Coburn. Tulsans 
have come to know and love Co-
burn through her many Tulsa Op-
era roles. She a world-class singer, 
and we’re lucky to have opportu-
nities to hear her perform. Tulsa 
Opera is, of course, an amazing 
asset to Tulsa and has been for 70 
years.

Among numerous events at the 
PAC in the upcoming weeks is 

“Four Chords and Gun” by Tulsa 
Project Theatre Feb. 16-25. This is 
an emotionally charged, dark com-
edy that covers a reported shocking 
incident that took place between 
music mogul Phil Spector and the 
punk band The Ramones. It’s great 
to see new work being presented.

Based on the Academy 
Award-winning film “Finding 
Neverland” and the play “The 
Man Who Was Peter Pan,” the mu-
sical “Finding Neverland” is about 
imagination and allowing it to 
take flight. The story follows play-
wright J.M. Barrie’s time with a 
family of four boys and their wid-
owed mother. The children’s in-
ventive games and made-up char-
acters inspired Barrie to write the 
fanciful tale we all know and love. 
A heartwarming story and Broad-
way magic combine in “Finding 
Neverland,” coming to the Tulsa 

PAC Mar. 6-11 as part of Celebrity 
Attractions’ Broadway season.

There’s a sweet variety of arts 

and entertainment to choose from 
over the next several weeks. Savor 
time together and enjoy!
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Show Buzz

By NANCY HERMANN

VARIETY
World Class Entertainment Headed to Tulsa

BLAKE SHELTON: Country 
music heartthrob and “People” 
magazine’s 2017 “Sexiest Man 
Alive” performs at the BOK Cen-
ter Feb. 15.

EASTON CORBIN: The Nash-
ville recording artist comes to the 
stage at The Joint inside the Hard 
Rock Hotel on Mar. 2.

PINK: The pop star brings her 
“Beautiful Trauma” tour to the 
BOK Center Mar. 5.

FINDING NEVERLAND: John 
Davidson stars as Captain James 
Hook in this heartwarming musical 
playing at the Tulsa PAC Mar. 6-11.

AVETT BROTHERS: Known for their relatable and romantic music, 
the neo-folk band perform at the BOK Center, Mar. 2.

THE STARS ALIGN: Tulsa Opera’s 70th anniversary season gala per-
formance will feature mezzo-soprano Susan Graham, among a star-stud-
ded cast of singers, Feb. 17 at the Tulsa PAC

ihloffspa.com
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Musicians, Fans Rally Around Red Dirt Legend

“This is art. This is trying to lift 
the spirits of people and trying to 
advance the cul-
ture a half step. 
Or a quarter step. 
Why not do it to-
gether?” 

That rhetori-
cal question was 
posed by John 
Cooper of Red 
Dirt Rangers in 
a recent conver-
sation I had with 
him about the 
unique nature of 
Tulsa’s music 
community.  

“Music is not 
a competition,” 
Cooper continues.  
“Our philosophy 
was always, all 
boats rise. If one 
of us does well, 
we all go up.”

As logical as 
that sounds, there 
are very few mu-
sic scenes across 
the country that truly live by that 
attitude and develop the fami-
ly-like community that Tulsa-area 
musicians have built.

They not only share and collab-
orate on music, they support each 
other like family. Recently, that 
family was called upon to rally 
around one of their own.

Hearts Beat for Jenkins
Tulsa native Brandon Jenkins 

writes songs with an insight and 
perspective that is rare and should 
be celebrated. You’re most likely 
to be familiar with his song “Feet 
Don’t Touch the Ground,” which 
has been covered numerous times, 
but his catalogue is vast and has 
recently grown with the release 
of his 17th album, Tail Lights in a 
Boomtown.

I wish that was the only news I 
had for you on Brandon Jenkins. 

On the day of the album’s release, 
Feb. 9, the Red Dirt icon was on 
bed rest at his home in Nashville 
awaiting surgery to replace a heart 
valve.   

Needless to say, this is a serious 
procedure.

“I ain’t gonna lie, they got me 
pretty scared,” Jenkins said on 
Feb. 2. 

In addition to being scary, it’s 
also very expensive and will be 
followed by more medical costs 
during recovery.  Jenkins’ drum-
mer Michael Fitch has set up the 
fundraiser, “Hearts Beat for Jen-
kins.”  Buy a shirt for $20 and 100 
percent of proceeds go directly to 
Jenkins.  The shirts are available at 
topcottonprinting.bigcartel.com.

There are many other ways to 
support Jenkins: buy his albums 

and merchandise 
from brandonjen-
kins.com, or road 
trip to Denton, 
Texas, and attend 
the Feb. 18 bene-
fit concert.  

If you’re not 
familiar with 
Jenkins’ music, 
check him out 
on a streaming 
service. Let it 
stream all day, 
you’ll love what 
you hear, it’ll cost 
you nothing, and 
while it doesn’t 
generate as much 
money for Jen-
kins as it should 
(I’ll stay off that 
soap box for 
now), everything 
helps.

Nobody has 
Red Dirt music 
and the Tulsa 

sound more ingrained in his soul 
than Brandon Jenkins. His father, 
Dean Jenkins, was a popular ra-
dio disc jockey on Tulsa radio 
stations KELI and KMOD, while 
his uncle, Gordon Shyrock, is a 
Grammy Award-winning bass 
player best known for his collab-
orations with J.J. Cale and Leon 
Russell. 

During his college years at Okla-
homa State University, Jenkins 
became part of Stillwater’s bur-
geoning Red Dirt music scene 
before moving to Austin in 2003.  
In 2016, he relocated to Nash-
ville, but he still makes frequent 
trips back to Tulsa for gigs, often 
to promote his independently re-
leased albums.   

On Feb 7, a post on Jenkins’ 
Facebook page read, “Thanks 
y’all for all the love, and help pay-
ing the mounting bills! Like most 
musicians I don’t have insurance.”

As we go to press, Jenkins is still 
confined to bed rest awaiting the 
open-heart proceedure. 

Hang in there Brandon. We’re 
thinking about you, we love you, 
and most importantly, the beard 
will grow back.

 
Spreading the Dirt in Key West

Did I bury the lead in that last 
section? Yes, it’s true. Brandon 
Jenkins’ iconic beard has to be 
shaved for the surgery. Hopefully 
by the time you read this, Jenkins 
will be far enough along in his 
recovery that the idea of a beard-
less Brandon Jenkins will be our 
biggest concern. It’s a shame the 
beard has to go, but given the sit-

uation, I can live with it. Without 
it… Whatever.

Also a shame, but in perspective 
something I can live with, is that 
Jenkins was unable to perform at 
the Mile 0 Festival in Key West, 
Florida, Feb. 7-10, where he was 
part of  a who’s who lineup of Red 
Dirt musicians that included Turn-
pike Troubadours, Jason Boland 
and the Stragglers, Red Dirt Rang-
ers, Cody Canada & the Departed, 
Stoney Larue,  The Great Divide 
and many others.  

This was the inaugural year for 
Mile 0 Fest and its success – more 
than 50 bands and several thousand 
in attendance – is a testament to the 
growing popularity of Stillwater’s 
number one export, Red Dirt music.  

Own a Priceless Piece of 
Tulsa Sound History

Question: How do you sustain 
the viability of a vibrant music 
scene like the one we enjoy here 
in Tulsa? If you answered, “By 
supporting youth music programs 
and putting instruments in the 
hands of young Tulsans,” you’re 
eligible for the grand prize, and 
it’s a big one.

The original dance floor from 
Cain’s Ballroom has been repur-
posed. Local craftsman Roger 
Cowan of Dog Tired Guitars has 
built four guitars out of planks 
from the 80+ year old, aptly named 
hard rock maple dance floor, and 
one of them is being auctioned off 
to raise money which will go di-
rectly toward buying instruments 
for Tulsa kids.  

Raffle tickets are $10 and can be 
found at tulsaband.com. Help en-
sure that the next J.J. Cale, Leon 
Russell or Wayman Tisdale will 
have the means to nurture and de-
velop his talent, and take a shot at 
winning the coolest Tulsa Sound 
relic and piece of rock and roll his-
tory you’ll ever have the opportu-
nity to own.  

Until Next Time
Please continue to send thoughts, 

prayers, and especially purchases 
Brandon Jenkins’ way. I’ll be back 

next month, hopefully with great 
news to report on the Red Dirt leg-
end’s recovery. Until then, keep 
searching, keep listening.

Brandon Jenkins to 
Undergo Heart Surgery

Searching for
The Sound

By BRYAN CANTRELL

FUNDRAISER: Hearts Beat for 
Jenkins shirts are available at 
topcottonprinting.bigcartel.com 
for $20 with 100 percent of pro-
ceeds going directly to Brandon 
Jenkins to help with mounting 
medical bills. I got mine!

BRANDON JENKINS: The Tulsa native released his 17th album, Tail 
Lights in a Boom Town, on Feb. 9. As we go to press, Jenkins is awaiting 
a heart valve replacement surgery at his home in Nashville.

Courtesy photo

BETH TURNER for GTR Newspapers

OVERTURE AT TCC:  Signature Symphony at TCC and the 
TCC Foundation will present Overture: A Speakeasy Experience. 
Looking forward to the event are, from left, Susan Harris, Signa-
ture Symphony Advisory Board chair; Andrés Franco, Signature 
Symphony music director; Marcia MacLeod, honorary chair; and 
Marcia Brueggenjohann, Overture chair. Overture, with presenting 
sponsors TTCU Federal Credit Union and Cox Communications, is 
Saturday, March 3 at the Bond Event Center in downtown Tulsa. The 
reception begins at 6 p.m. with dinner and program at 7 p.m. For 
information about the event and sponsorships, call the TCC Foun-
dation Office at 918-595-7836 or tccfoundation@tulsacc.edu.

Courtesy TCC

mailto:tccfoundation@tulsacc.edu
www.aircoservices.com


	 Page 8	 GREATER TULSA REPORTER NEWSPAPERS	 February 2018

		  CALL 918-254-1515 FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION

Parent Child Center Goes ‘Under the Sea’ for Toyland Ball
The Parent Child Center of Tul-

sa’s friends and donors went “Un-
der the Sea” for the Toyland Ball 
held Jan. 20 at the Cox Business 
Center in downtown Tulsa.  Toy-
land Ball is the signature event of 
the Parent Child Center of Tulsa. 
Ruth and R.D. Al Sowards received 
the Guardian Angel award hon-
oring them for the difference they 
have made in the Parent Child Cen-
ter of Tulsa’s mission to prevent 
child abuse and neglect. The black 
tie optional gala was a success with 
cocktails, dinner, live auction, and 
dancing to the band Drive. 

The mission of the Parent Child 
Center is to prevent child abuse 
and neglect through education, 
treatment, and advocacy.  The vi-
sion is that all parents have the 
knowledge and skills to protect, 
nurture, and provide for their chil-
dren.

CEO AND COMPANY:  Enjoying the Toyland Ball are, from left, Steve 
and Regina Moon and Barbara and David Merrill.  Regina Moon was 
recently appointed the Parent Child Center president and CEO.  

GUARDIAN ANGELS: From left at Toyland Ball are Guardian Angels 
R.D. Al and Ruth Sowards, Honorary Chairs Susan and Tulsa Mayor 
G.T. Bynum, and Co-Chairs Carey and Brett Baker.
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STATE OF THE NATION:  
The Muscogee (Creek) Na-
tion Principal Chief James R. 
Floyd delivered the State of 
the Nation Address during the 
MCN National Council Quar-
terly Session on Jan. 27.

Floyd highlighted the Na-
tion’s successes throughout 
the past year including health-
care, education and cultural 
preservation, as well as gave 
credit to the MCN employees 
and National Council for the 
overall improvements.

“Together we can say with 
renewed confidence that the 
State of our Nation is very 
strong and that we have put 
into place the plans to help 
continue to grow even stron-
ger,” Floyd said.

Principal Chief Floyd’s 
complete speech is online at 
www.mcn-nsn.gov/news.

Senior Star Employees Ride Oldest DC-3
Senior Star, a senior living com-

pany headquartered in Tulsa, has 
partnered with Flagship Detroit 
Foundation to provide Senior Star 
employees a memorable experi-
ence that connects them to those 
they serve. Senior Star associates 
took a special flight aboard that 
Flagship Detroit, the oldest flying 
DC-3 in the world, on Jan. 24 at 
the TCC Aviation Center. 

The Flagship Detroit, manufac-
tured in 1937, is one of the his-
torical aircrafts that began the 
passenger airline travel revolu-
tion. It was the 21st of American 
Airlines’ fleet of 84 Douglas DC-
3s, operated from 1936 to 1947. 
Flights on the Flagship have spe-
cial meaning for the Senior Star 
employees, who will be traveling 
to Tulsa from across the country 
to attend the annual Leadership 
Forum. 

“The average age of a Senior 
Star resident is 85 years old, so 
the Flagship Detroit is distinct 
to their era,” says Anja Rogers, 
chief executive officer of Senior 
Star. “We are thrilled to provide 
an opportunity for our associates 
to experience flight in this histor-
ic aircraft because it takes us to a 
place and time that remind us of 
the amazing lives led by those we 
serve in our communities.”

Senior Star payed homage to the 
era by throwing a hopping hangar 
shindig for its associates that eve-
ning, including an 18-piece band 
playing all the hits while profes-
sional swing dancers entertain 
and give lessons to guests.

“We look for opportunities to 
incorporate fun and surprise for 
the people who work diligently 
for Senior Star residents and fam-
ilies,” says Rogers.

Flagship Detroit Foundation is 
a non profit dedicated to preserv-
ing the legacy of the DC-3 with 
a goal of continuing to operate 
and maintain their namesake 
aircraft, the Flagship Detroit. 
The Flagship Detroit has flown 
at over 200 airshows throughout 
the country. 

About Senior Star
Senior Star is a nationally-rec-

ognized industry leader for pro-
viding quality and innovative 
services to aging seniors. The 
portfolio includes 14 senior liv-
ing communities in six states 
comprising 2,200 residences. 
Living options include indepen-
dent living, assisted living and 
memory support. For more in-
formation about Senior Star visit 
the website at www.seniorstar.
com.

CLASSIC PLANE:  The DC-3 Flagship Detroit is one of the few of its 
kind still taking to the airwaves.

FUN FLIGHT:  Senior Star Em-
ployees enjoyed their ride on the 
DC-3  Flagship Detroit.
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Irish Festival Coming to Guthrie Green
Saturday, March 17, Guthrie 

Green will be home to a new, 
family- friendly festival celebrat-
ing the music, culture and food of 
the Irish. 

For the very first offering of the 
Tulsa IrishFest, St. Patrick’s Day 
was chosen as the perfect inaugura-
tion day because of its occurrence 
on a Saturday in 2018. Tulsa Irish-
Fest will focus on music, culture 

and art in the Celtic tradition. For 
2018, the IrishFest will offer a fam-
ily-friendly alternative to the exist-
ing options. 

“Tulsans have always loved get-
ting out and celebrating St. Patrick’s 
Day. Our festival will complement 
the other celebrations around town 
with an event centered around au-
thentic Celtic music. This is a place 
to bring children, and because of 

the generosity of our Oklahoma Oil 
Patch sponsors, attendance is com-
pletely free!,” says Don Burdick, 
festival organizer. 

For more information, go to the 
event’s Facebook page at Tulsa 
IrishFest, website at www.tulsair-
ishfest.org or www.GuthrieGreen.
com. Also, contact Don Burdick, 
founder of the Tulsa IrishFest at 
Don.Burdick@cox.net. 

http://www.mcn-nsn.gov/news
http://www.seniorstar.com
http://www.seniorstar.com
http://www.tulsair�ishfest.org
http://www.tulsair�ishfest.org
http://www.tulsair�ishfest.org
http://www.GuthrieGreen.com
http://www.GuthrieGreen.com
mailto:Don.Burdick@cox.net
www.okmhm.org
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HEALTH & WELLNESS

Oklahoma Heart Institute Weight Loss Program Ranked Best
Trying to find a plan you can stick 

with to lose weight and get healthy 
in 2018? A program offered by 
Oklahoma Heart Institute (OHI) 
and created by HMR Weight Man-
agement Services (HMR) has been 
named a No.1 Best Fast Weight-
Loss Diet for 2018 by U.S. News 
& World Report. This is the third 
consecutive year in which HMR’s 
simple diet and high intensity life-
style intervention program has 
earned this honor.

“Successful weight loss is not 
only about losing pounds quickly; 
it’s about creating changes around 
eating and physical activity that 
you can sustain over the long 

term,” says Thomas Guhr, manag-
er of the Weight Loss & Wellness 
Center at Oklahoma Heart Insti-
tute. “By keeping the plan simple, 
people can lose weight quickly 
while building the skills they need 
for long-term weight manage-
ment.”

Unlike many commercial diet 
programs, HMR specializes in 
helping those with a lot of weight 
to lose. “Another key difference 
is that we’re able to offer medical 
oversight if needed. This is im-
portant if you have diabetes, high 
blood pressure, high cholesterol, 
or other weight-related conditions 
that may need monitoring during 

weight loss,” says Guhr. “There 
is such a need in the community 
for effective weight-loss options; 
we also offer the HMR plan as 
a self-guided option that people 
can do at home with online sup-
port. Whether you need to lose 20 
pounds or 200, the Weight Loss & 
Wellness Center has a solution for 
you.”

 How it Works
Nutritionally-complete plans are 

designed to simplify food deci-
sions by using only HMR foods 
(shakes, entrées, cereal, and nu-
trition bars), with the option of 
unlimited fruits and vegetables on 

some plans. The most popular plan 
follows a simple 3/2/5 structure 
designed to keep people feeling 
full throughout the day. This plan 
includes at least 3 shakes, 2 en-
trees, and 5 servings of fruits and 
vegetables. People are encouraged 
to eat as many of these foods as 
they like to avoid hunger.

While losing weight, people 
practice developing skills in three 
specific areas:
• How to eat more fruits and 

vegetables;
• How to increase physical 

activity;
• How to make healthier food 

choices.

These are the lifestyle skills that 
will help keep the weight off, as 
well as help reduce the risk factors 
for the development of heart dis-
ease, stroke, diabetes, some types 
of cancer and other chronic diseas-
es.

Established in 2014, the 
Weight Loss & Wellness Cen-
ter (WLWC) at Oklahoma Heart 
Institute (OHI) offers both med-
ically-supervised and at-home 
solutions for those seeking to 
reach a healthy weight in an 
effective, sustainable way. For 
more information on the WLWC 
at OHI, visit OklahomaHeart.
org

Cancer Treatment Center Stays Busy for Community

WELCOMING KOMEN:  Supporters of the Susan G. Komen Tulsa 
Chapter celebrated the opening of their new location on the campus 
of Cancer Treatment Centers of America with a ribbon-cutting ceremo-
ny Feb. 1. From left are, Justin McLaughlin, Tulsa Chambert; Dana 
Haynie, CTCA; LeAnn Taylor, News on 6/Komen Tulsa board member; 
Pam Ballard, Komen Tulsa, CEO; Pam Pugh, Komen Tulsa, Executive 
Assistant; Jeromee Scot, News on 6/Komen Tulsa board member; Abbi 
Lee, Komen Tulsa, Chief Officer of Public Health; Dawne Stafford, Se-
curity Bank, Komen Tulsa board member; and Barbara Edwards, Wis-
dom Ministries, Komen Tulsa board member.

VOLUNTEER COMMITTEE:  Above are members of the CTCA 
community involvement program committee who helped to organize the 
event, which connected the CTCA team members and more than 35 local 
charities as diverse as American Cancer Society to Tulsa Reading Part-
ners.  In 2017, the CTCA staff volunteered approximately 1,300 hours 
and donated more than $300,000 to local charities.  Tulsa is fortunate 
to be a home base for CTCA. From left are Lauren Bartlett, Kelsey Roe, 
Lauren Beach, Jessica Weeks, Maddie Jarred and Addie Allgood.

GTR Newspapers photo

Courtesy CTCA

Courtesy CTCA
READING PARTNERS:  CTCA 
held Community Day Feb. 1 with 
non-profit organizations to help 
match the CTCA employees’ pas-
sion with volunteer opportuni-
ties, according to CTCA VP of 
Hospital Growth and Marketing 
Dana Haynie.  Above, a Reading 
Partners volunteer is with Addie 
Allgood, a CTCA employee and 
Reading Buddy volunteer.

www.fostercare-ok.org
www.peteralanraomd.com
www.anagotulsa.com
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Rogers Hall of Fame 
To Honor Inductees

What do rock and roll legend 
Leon Russell and S. E. Hinton, 
author of The Outsiders, have 
in common? Both are members 
of the Will Rogers High School 
Hall of Fame in Tulsa.

They’ll be joined by a new 
class of Hall of Fame inductees 
during ceremonies April 6. 

Inductees include: Charles 
Bell, an artist regarded as one of 
the founders of the Photorealism 
movement, whose works are in 
the collections of Philbrook Mu-
seum of Art, the Guggenheim, 
and Museum of Modern Art; 
Jim Frasier, known as the attor-
ney of the working man, and for 
his work as Oklahoma Demo-
cratic Chairman; and Bill Hin-
kle, award-winning advertising 
creative director and educator; 
Dr. David James, gastroenterol-
ogist and researcher, who was 
an AAU champion wrestler; and 
Barbara Thompson, of Oklaho-
ma City, Mother of the Year and 
Honorary French Consul.

Members of the Rogers Hall 
of Fame are selected by the Will 
Rogers High School Communi-
ty Foundation, and they’re hon-
ored with a display in the hall-
ways of the school. Bell, Frasier, 
Hinkle, James, and Thompson 
will be formally inducted with 
a ceremony that is open to the 
public in the auditorium of the 
beautiful art deco Will Rogers 
College Junior and Senior High 
School on April 6. They’ll also 
be honored at a dinner that eve-
ning at the Renaissance Hotel in 
Tulsa.

Tickets are on sale at will-
rogersfoundation.net.

A few years ago, Will Rogers 
High School became a magnet 
school. It is now Will Rogers 
College Junior High and High 
School, where students who 
meet the entrance requirements 
can start in seventh grade and 
graduate with both a diploma 
and college credit.

The Will Rogers High School 
Community Foundation enhanc-
es educational opportunities for 
Will Rogers students and em-
powers their teachers, families, 
and the community through 
charitable contributions. Ac-
cording to Board Chairman Dar-
ryl DeBorde, “In these times of 
school funding issues, our help 
is vital to making certain Tul-
sa Will Rogers keeps its place 
among the best. The foundation 
is a community organization, 
including businesses and other 
neighbors of the school, and our 
Roper alums will always be at its 
heart.”

Working with the principal, 
Nicolette Dennis, the foundation 
provides thousands of dollars in 
academic grants, conducts tours 
of the historic building, and sup-
ports the arts and athletics. They 
fund such necessities as class-
room projects, student trips, and 
science, music, and art equip-
ment. There’s now a waiting list 
to enroll in Tulsa Will Rogers, 
and the foundation continues to 
promote “Will on the Hill” as 
Tulsa’s school of choice.

Spartan Names VP of Flight Operations
Spartan College of Aeronautics 

and Technology recently hired 
John Fitzpatrick as Vice President 
of Flight Operations for its pilot 
program.

Fitzpatrick is charged with im-
plementing Spartan’s competitive 
recruitment effort for certified 
flight instructors. Having spent 
over two decades in corporate 
management, Fitzpatrick served 
most recently as chief operating 
officer for ISACO Flight Training 
in Redding, California.

Fitzpatrick is a 1978 graduate 
of the University of Tulsa’s Elec-
trical Engineering College and 
served 12 years as a fighter pilot 
with Tulsa’s 125th Tactical Fight-
er Squadron, graduating Top Gun 
from the Fighter Weapons Instruc-
tor School in 1985. 

He has over 35 years of exec-
utive management experience 
in companies including Hewl-
ett-Packard, Harley-Davidson, 
and Indian Motorcycles. 

Fitzpatrick holds certificates in 
Commercial Pilot, Multiengine 
Land, Certified Flight Instrument 
Instructor, Certified Flight In-
structor, and Advanced Ground 
Instructor.

“Spartan College has a critical 
role to play in the future of air-
line services nationwide,” says 
Fitzpatrick. “I look forward to uti-
lizing my experience in aviation 
training to assist with Spartan’s 
exponential growth in the coming 
years.”

Fitzpatrick will receive his Mas-
ters in Criminal Justice (specializ-
ing in Cyber Security) from Bos-
ton College this May and holds 
a B.A. in Electrical Engineering 
from the University of Tulsa. 

He served as 2nd Lt., USAF Re-
serve Officer in the Air National 

Guard and valedictorian of his 
class for the Tulsa Police Reserve.

Currently, Spartan College has 
30 certified flight instructors with 
265 students enrolled in the pilot 
program. Through a series of in-
centives, such as a pay increase, 
a signing bonus, and free housing 
with paid utilities, Spartan hopes 
to increase the number of flight in-
structors to 75 in 2018.

“John is a tremendous addition 
to our leadership team and is a 
great asset for Spartan’s long- 
term, strategic growth plan,” says 
Spartan CEO Dan Peterson. “His 
management experience, coupled 
with his flight background, fits 
perfectly with Spartan’s needs as 
we focus on recruiting more certi-
fied flight instructors and building 
a sustainable pipeline of trained 
pilots ready to meet the demand in 
the aviation industry.”

Spartan is an aviation technology 
college offering student diplomas, 

associates programs in the areas of 
Aviation Flight, Aviation Mainte-
nance (Airframe and Powerplant), 
Aviation Electronics Technology, 
Nondestructive Testing, and Qual-
ity Control as well as a Bachelor 
of Science Degree completion 
program in Aviation Technology 
Management. 

Since 1928, Spartan College of 
Aeronautics and Technology has 
provided training to more than 
90,000 pilots and technicians 
throughout the United States and 
62 foreign countries.

It is accredited by the Accred-
iting Commission of Career 
Schools and Colleges (ACCSC) 
and has Federal Aviation Admin-
istration (FAA) approval for both 
the Flight and Aviation Mainte-
nance programs. Spartan Edu-
cation Group, LLC is the parent 
company of Spartan College with 
six campuses among Denver, Los 
Angeles and Tulsa.

NEW APPOINTMENT: John Fitzpatrick, left, has been named Vice 
President of Flight Operations for Spartan College of Aeronautics and 
Technology’s pilot program. With him are Spartan consultant Dave 
Blankenship and Spartan CEO Dan Peterson, right.

GTR Newspapers Photo

tulsacc.edu


As the oldest and largest tech-
nology center in Oklahoma’s na-
tionally-acclaimed CareerTech 
system, Tulsa Tech works hard to 
consistently set 
itself apart as a 
quality technical 
training school. 
Tulsa Tech offers 
affordable indus-
try-standard train-
ing in an engag-
ing, innovative 
learning environ-
ment where stu-
dents benefit from 
instructors with 
years of valuable 
industry experi-
ence.

Tulsa Tech of-
fers a range of 
opportunities to 
prepare students 
for career success. 
With six locations 
in the Tulsa met-
ro area, a campus 
is never too far 
away.

Tulsa Tech is a 
recognized contributor to region-
al economic prosperity with a 
sole vision based on leading the 
region’s career and technical ed-
ucation, resulting in a quality job 
for every Tulsa Tech student and 
a skilled workforce for all com-
panies. Therefore, Tulsa Tech’s 
mission is educating people for 
success in the workplace.

We take great pride in being a 
highly-diversified institution that 
rivals the complexities of many 
colleges and universities and 

serves as a link between students 
and the developing economy of 
the Tulsa region.

Tulsa Tech currently serves over 
5,500 high school 
and adult students 
with over 80 full-
time career major 
offerings; we also 
provide training 
for over 31,000 
customers in both 
part-time classes 
and customized 
business and in-
dustry training.

Programs in-
clude health sci-
ences, aerospace, 
pre-engineering, 
automotive, and 
information tech-
nology. Tuition 
is free for public, 
private and home-
schooled high 
school students 
with affordable 
tuition for adult 
learners. Class 
offerings are de-

signed to fit any schedule, with 
morning, afternoon, evening and 
all-day class options.

In addition, in order to aid indi-
viduals who are no longer in high 
school, Tulsa Tech offers the Ac-
celerating Independence Schol-
arship, which covers 100 percent 
of tuition and required fees for 
individuals age 18-23 with GED 
or high school degrees from any 
in-district, public, parochial or 
home school. The Accelerating 
Independence Scholarship was de-

veloped to help provide a pathway 
for this age group to acquire the 
skills that currently align with the 
industry needs of the region.

Increasing student education-
al access and career success are 
among Tulsa Tech’s top priorities. 
To facilitate this, Tulsa Tech offers 
many shorter courses aligned with 
overall career majors and industry 
certifications provided to our stu-
dents in a more business-friend-
ly way. Many of these part-time 
classes build upon larger career 
majors and ultimately offer stu-
dents optional pathways within a 
particular career field.

Tulsa Tech believes in providing 
students with resources for work-
based experience and placement, 
resources which are critical for 
making the transition from class-
room to workplace. Our strong 
partnerships with business and in-
dustry in the region create unique 
opportunities for student placement 
and work-based experiences. Stu-
dents who successfully complete 
training are referred to available 
and appropriate employers in their 
respective career fields. Career ad-
visement is also available for mid-
dle school, high school and adult 
students within the metro area.

If you fit into any of the above 
categories and are currently look-
ing for an opportunity to explore 
a challenging new career, quality 
customized business and industry 
training, or exciting evening and 
weekend classes, Tulsa Tech in-
vites you to visit today to Make 
Your Own Path. For more infor-
mation, please call 918-828-5000 
or visit tulsatech.edu.
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News From
Tulsa Tech

By DR. STEVE TIGER
Superintendent

T R A I N  F O R  A  C A R E E R  I N  
H E A T I N G ,  V E N T I L A T I O N 
&  A I R  C O N D I T I O N I N G

Broken Arrow Campus 
4000 W. Florence St.

Lemley Memorial Campus 
3420 S. Memorial Dr.

Owasso Campus 
10800 N. 140 E. Ave.

Peoria Campus 
3850 N. Peoria Ave.

Riverside Campus 
801 E. 91st St.

Sand Springs Campus 
924 E. Charles Page Blvd.

(918) 828-5000
info@tulsatech.edu

A T  T U L S A  T E C H ,  W E  H E L P  S T U D E N T S  G E T  
O N  T H E  P A T H  T O  A  S U C C E S S F U L  C A R E E R .
Prepare for your future and learn the skills to achieve your goals. Apply online  

at tulsatech.edu/apply or for more information, call (918) 828-5000.

» Over 90 Career Majors     » State-of-the-Art Classes & Labs      
» No Tuition for H.S. Students     » Affordable Tuition for Adults

Tulsa Tech Programs Create Qualified Workforce
Industry-Standard Training Prepares 

Students for Career Success

80 PROGRAM CHOICES: Programs at Tulsa Tech cover a wide vari-
ety of topics, with over 80 program offerings including aerospace, health 
sciences, pre-engineering, automotive and information technology.

Courtesy Tulsa Tech

Philanthropic Opportunity
The Oklahoma Medical Re-

search Foundation (OMRF) is 
now accepting applications for 
its sixth annual Teen Leaders in 
Philanthropy class. Applications 
are due March 1.

The program offers high school 
sophomores, juniors and seniors 
opportunity to gain a deeper un-
derstanding of the nonprofit sec-
tor, develop hands-on leadership 
skills and learn about different 
types of giving. Experienced 
professionals will also instruct 
students on how they can best 
implement these skills in their 
communities.

“We are trying to engage the 
next generation of philanthro-
pists and to initiate a positive re-
lationship with high-school-aged 
students to offer direction on 
how to be involved in their com-
munity and ways to give back 

and make a difference,” says 
OMRF Development Associate 
Caroline Allen. “This is a unique 
opportunity to develop and sus-
tain long-term relationships with 
like-minded people, gain useful 
skills and meet leaders from the 
nonprofit sector, charitable foun-
dations and corporate donors.”

Up to 45 students are selected 
annually and must be entering 
their sophomore, junior or se-
nior years of high school for the 
2018-19 school year. The cost is 
free for students; all expenses are 
covered by OMRF.

Group sessions will begin in 
September and continue through 
the 2018-19 school year. Stu-
dents chosen for the program 
must demonstrate good academ-
ic standing and attend school in 
Oklahoma. For more informa-
tion, visit omrf.org/teen-leaders.

tulsatech.edu
merlenorman.com
www.cartridge-smart.com
mailto:info@tulsatech.edu
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BIXBY NEWS
Bixby Students Receive NSU Honors

Northeastern State University 
recently announced the students 
named to its President’s and 
Dean’s honor rolls. 

To be included on the President’s 
Honor Roll, students must have 
held a 4.0 grade point average for 
the fall 2017 semester.

Nine of the students named to 
the President’s honor roll hail 
from Bixby. They are:

Serrin Galloway
Troy N. Hartje

Brandi N. Holloway
Shane K. Litterell
Joshua D. McCann
Emily A. Shiew
Kevin M. Struble
Joseph Urbon
Bryan Wright

To be included on the Dean’s 
Honor Roll, students must have 
held a 3.5 grade point average for 
the fall 2017 semester.

Eleven students from Bixby 

were named to the Dean’s Honor 
Roll. They are:

John Bengs
Sara Christian
Maci French
Blythe Guyer
Kennedy Hudson
Trevor Koss
Kasady Marshall
Sean Montgomery
Sarah Pilgrim
Ashley Richardson
Carmon Rudd

Bixby Library to Participate in 
Native American Celebration

On March 3, the Tulsa 
City-County Library will begin 
a monthlong celebration honor-
ing the achievements and accom-
plishments of Native Americans. 
Programs will be held throughout 
TCCL locations during March.  
All library events are free and 
open to the public.

The annual activities are present-
ed by the library system’s Ameri-
can Indian Resource Center with 
the focus of offering family events 
that celebrate the history, culture, 
arts and achievements of American 
Indians.

Kicking off the events will be the 
induction of Dr. Henrietta Mann 
into the Circle of Honor on March 
3 at 10:30 a.m. at Zarrow Regional 
Library, 2224 W. 51st St.

The Circle of Honor ceremony 
recognizes an American Indian for 
his/her achievements, including 
their action in the face of adversi-
ty and commitment to the preser-
vation of American Indian culture.

Mann is a full-blood Cheyenne 
of the Cheyenne-Arapaho Tribes 

of Oklahoma and was the found-
ing president of the Cheyenne and 
Arapaho Tribal College.

Additional March events are:
“Weaving Memories: A Day with 

a Kituwah-Cherokee Weaver” 
March 10, 11 a.m.–1 p.m. 
Collinsville Library, 1223 Main.

“Make and Take: Cherokee Pot-
tery” 

Join potter Crystal Hanna for 
native stories and hand-on pottery 
workshop. Materials provided.

March 15, 6:30–7:30 p.m. 
Bixby Library, 20 E. Brecken-

ridge.

“The Poison Puzzler Escape 
Room!” 

The puzzle-loving villain who 
calls himself The Puzzler plans 
to poison the city’s water supply. 
Teams of up to five people are in-
vited to search The Puzzler’s lair 
for an antidote. Visit or call Zarrow 
Regional Library at 918-549-7323 
to sign up.

March 16 and 17, 45-minute ses-
sions, 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 

“Fourth Annual Preserving Our 
Tribal Languages Forum” 

The Greater Tulsa Area Indian 
Affairs Commission and the Amer-
ican Indian Resource Center will 
showcase the rich culture of native 
languages while focusing on native 
youth and children.

March 24, 10 a.m.–noon 
Zarrow Regional Library, 2224 

W. 51st St.

“Make and Take: Beadwork for 
Youth” 

Join Stella Foster as she demon-
strates how to make key chains, 
chokers and necklaces.  Materials 
provided.

March 28, 4 p.m. 
Kendall-Whittier Library, 21 S. 

Lewis.

“Storytelling with Will Hill” 
March 31, noon 
Suburban Acres Library, 4606 N. 

Garrison.

BIXBY OUTREACH SERVICE: Natalie Kemmerly holds a rec-
ognition of her service as executive director of the Bixby Outreach 
Center (BOC), presented to her by Brian O’Hara, deputy district 
director for Congressman Bridenstine. Kemmerly was recognized 
by the Bixby community on Feb. 4 at a goodbye reception. The BOC 
is currently in the process of appointing a replacement director.

Community Goodbye

FOND FAREWELL: Community members at Natalie Kemmerly’s 
goodbye reception, held on Feb. 4, gather for a photo. Kemmerly 
is leaving the Bixby Outreach Center as executive director after 
eight years. The BOC is a nonprofit organization that provides food, 
clothing and other assistance to families in need.

Bixby Breeze photo

Bixby Breeze photo

lachemie.com
lachemie.com
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BIXBY SPORTS
Bixby’s Maddie Bittle Leading Team to Winning Season
By MIKE MOGUIN
Bixby Breeze Sports Writer

 While Maddie Bittle endured the 
tough times with Bixby girls’ bas-
ketball the last two seasons, she is 
now reaping the awards as part of 
a surging program.

During her sophomore and junior 
years, Bittle, a 5-9 senior, and the 
Lady Spartans struggled below 
.500. But, now, as of this writing, 
Bixby is 13-5 overall, 6-3 in the 
Frontier Conference and ranked 
10th in Class 6A heading into Feb-
ruary.

Bittle, daughter of Jay Bittle, the 
school’s athletic director, often 
leads the Lady Spartans in points. 
She believes staying healthy and 
cohesiveness are key reasons to 
the team’s success this year.

“We’ve had a lot of injuries and 
that really brought us down the 

past few years,” Bittle says. “My 
sophomore year, I broke my leg, 
and I was out for most of the sea-
son until the very end. Then last 
year, our point guard, Dariann 
(Myles), tore her ACL. But, this 
year, we’ve been healthy.

“We’ve also had the move-in 
Sydnee Schovanec thriving for 
us,” Bittle adds. “She really plays 
well with us and brings good min-
utes to our team. I think having 
everyone healthy this season, fi-
nally, and just playing together has 
helped us a lot.”

Another plus for Bixby is having 
the leadership of Tina Thomas, 
who coached Sapulpa to a 6A state 
championship 20 years ago. Bittle 
relishes learning under her.

“Coach Thomas has done a really 
good job of bringing the team to-
gether, setting up practices, scout-
ing people, watching film, actually 

preparing us for each game we 
play,” she says. “I love playing for 
her. She really knows what she’s 
talking about. She knows the game 
really well. I can trust her. She’s 
coached me for so long, we lean 
on each other,” Bittle says.  

The competition is what Bittle 
likes most about the game of bas-
ketball.

“It’s fun to fight back to the end,” 
she says. “I like being competitive, 
and I like to win.”

She believes defense to be her 
strength.  

“In my opinion, defense is so im-
portant,” Bittle says. “It’s always a 
good challenge to me individually 
to ask myself, ‘Okay, am I going 
to stop this girl tonight? Like, how 
many (points) am I going to let her 
have on me? Or is she going to 
outrebound me?’”

Her favorite NBA teams are 
the Golden State Warriors and 
the Oklahoma City Thunder. Al-
though he left the Thunder a few 
years ago, Bittle still likes Kevin 
Durant.

“I like his attitude,” she says. 
“He is confident and such a good 
and developed player. He can do 
anything, he can shoot, he has ev-
ery single part of his game - jump-
shots, layups - down.

Russell Westbrook and Stephen 
Curry are also favorites of Bittle’s.

Her favorite memory so far this 
season came when the Lady Spar-
tans beat Deer Creek in the Deer 
Creek tournament.

“That was a huge upset,” Bittle 
says. “They are a very good team 
and hard to beat. It showed how 
good we can be. Finally, we have 
a winning record this year and we 
actually have people who know 
basketball really well.”

Heading into February, the Lady 
Spartans were in the midst of an 
intense stretch of opponents. Un-
fortunately, that included losses 
to No. 2 and unbeaten Bartlesville 
and No. 13 Sand Springs. Games 
against No. 3 Owasso and No. 19 
Sapulpa were coming up.

Bixby led during most of its Jan. 
26 game against Bartlesville, but 
it could not hang on as the Lady 
Bruins rallied to send the game 
into overtime. Bartlesville went on 
to win 49-42.

“We played really good that 
game. We were really focused and 

determined to win,” Bittle says. 
“It wasn’t the outcome that we 
wanted, but I thought we played 
hard together and well as a team. 
If we hadn’t made a few silly turn-
overs, we definitely could have 
won.   But, that game right there 
shows us we can hang with anyone 
at the 6A level,” she adds.

“I would definitely say we are 
fighters. If things aren’t going 
our way, we still know how to 
fight back and try to get a win,” 
Bittle says. “I definitely think 
we have a great shot of going to 
state.”

LEADING SCORER:  Maddie Bittle has been the Lady Spartan’s lead-
ing scorer this season. 

Courtesy Bixby Athletic Department

Courtesy photo

FLYING TEE FOR SPECIAL OLYMPICS: FlyingTee in Jenks 
is holding a fundraiser for Special Olympics. The object is to hit the 
car, pictured above, with a golf shot drive.  Bob Hurley Ford and 
River Spirit Casino Resort have teamed up with FlyingTee to hit the 
2009 Ford 500. The event is held Mondays throughout winter and 
early spring.  Call 918-528-7717 for details.

wearestrongerthanms.org


By MIKE MOGUIN
GTR Sports Writer

In the winter, Clay Martin can be seen on 
the bench coaching the Jenks boys’ varsity 
basketball team in games during the week.

But when the season starts in Decem-
ber, he won’t always be there for a Satur-
day game because he’s somewhere, get-
ting ready to officiate a National Football 
League game on Sunday. 

Martin, a 1993 graduate of Hale who was 
inducted into the Tulsa Public Schools Ath-
letic Hall of Fame, was hired to be the head 
boys’ basketball coach at Jenks in 2003. 
He served in that position for 12 seasons 
before stepping down for his NFL officiat-
ing job in 2015. But he remained with the 
Jenks administration as an assistant princi-
pal.

However, he recently returned to the head 
coaching position and remains an NFL of-
ficial.

How did he get on an NFL crew?
“By the Grace of God, I think,” Martin 

says.
Martin began officiating football games 

in 2005 when he joined the Greater Tulsa 
Officials Association.

“Honestly, I started officiating just to 
make a little extra money to keep my wife 
at home when our kids were younger,” he 
says. “So, I was doing little kids football 
on Saturdays.”

Martin got a big break after his second 
year.

While working at the University of Tulsa 
spring scrimmage in 2007, he met Gerald 
Austin, the supervisor of officials for Con-
ference USA. Austin had been an official 
in the NFL for 25 seasons before retiring 
that same year, and also refereed two Super 
Bowls.

“I just happened to be (at TU) working a 
scrimmage, and he hired me to referee in 
Conference USA that year,” Martin says. 
“So, my big break came when I got hired to 
be a Division-I football official after only 
two years.”

After eight seasons of doing games in 
Conference USA, Martin got a call from 

the NFL to be part of a crew as a side 
judge.

Concerning traveling to the NFL games, 
Martin says,  “I typically fly out on a Sat-
urday morning,  In most of our games, we 
have that early kickoff on Sunday. I’m 
back home late Sunday night. While there 
is definitely more weekends involved in the 
NFL as compared to college, the amount 
of nights has decreased, which is really a 
blessing for me and my family because I’m 
home quicker, and I’m very thankful for 
that.”

In his first two seasons, Martin had the 
privilege of working a crew led by one of 
the most popular referees in the league.

“Not only do you get the joy of getting 
hired by the National Football League, 
but when I was told this icon named Ed 
Hochuli was going to be my referee, that 
just put the cherry on top,” Martin says. “I 
was so thankful to be with him in my first 
two years in the league. He is such a great 
teacher.”

This past season, Martin was on the staff 
of Carl Jeffers.

Martin says there is a bond that is formed 
with fellow game officials who come from 
all over the country due to working togeth-
er in regular games every weekend for 26 
weeks and attending meetings, training 
camps, and preseason games.  “The bond 
goes beyond just being together on the 
field,” Martin says. “You develop those 
friendships and you’re checking in on each 
other’s families. It’s just like any normal 
friendship. We’re just together almost half 
of the weekends each year.”

A typical Saturday during the season for 
Martin begins with him flying out to his 
destination. Once there, he meets with his 

crew for a pre-game meeting. In the eve-
ning, they go out to dinner. When Sunday 
morning comes, he wakes up, eats a crew 
breakfast, then leaves for the stadium by 
9:30 in the morning (generally for noon, 
central time, kickoffs).

Of course, there is plenty of mental prepa-
ration involved.

“I think all of us as officials have to be 
ready to communicate with players and 
coaches and provide any answer that they 
may want. With as many plays or snaps that 
go on in a football game, not everybody is 
always going to agree with your decision, 
period, but we have to be there, again, to 
let the coach or the player vent and try to 
answer any question they may have about 
what we saw or didn’t see.”

With the constant running up and down 
the field in order to keep up with the play-
ers’ action, officials run about five or six 
miles per game. Like the athletes they 
monitor, they have to stay in physical 
shape.

“For me, it’s just consistent exercise with 
weight training and cardio. Again, I have to 
be ready for August. I do my best to make 
it a year-round lifestyle, not just for being 
in shape for football, but also for my own 
quality of life as I continue to age,” Martin 
says. 

As for returning to coaching the hard-
wood, Martin is extremely grateful that 
Jenks allowed him to return to his post.

“They’ve been so good to me throughout 
this whole process,” Martin says. “They’re 
supportive and have worked with me on 
how to manage both ends of my careers. 
So, to get back to this program that I 
served for 12 years has been amazing, and 
I’m having a wonderful time at it.”
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SPORTS
Jenks Basketball Coach Clay Martin Also an NFL Ref

GTR Newspapers photo

HALL OF FAMER:  Clay Martin with has wife Shannon, left, 
and daughter McKenzie during the Tulsa Public Schools Athletic 
Hall of Fame event Jan. 25.  Martin was an All-State football and 
basketball star at Nathan Hale High School, where he graduated 
in 1993.  He is also a member of the Oklahoma Baptist University 
Hall of Fame, where he played basketball.

WATCHING THE ACTION:  Clay Martin lines up behind New York 
Giants’ quarterback Eli Manning (10), who attempts to throw to former 
OU star wide receiver Sterling Shepard (87) in their game against the 
Dallas Cowboys in Arlington, Texas, this past NFL season. 

TPS Athletic 
Hall of Famer 

Recently Returned 
To Trojan Bench

Courtesy photo

tulsahurricane.com
www.cajuned.com
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Racing World Has Eyes on Tulsa’s BMX
By GLENN HIBDON
GTR Sports Writer

 
   Millions of dollars are expected to flow 

into Tulsa when the city becomes the hub of 
BMX racing nationwide in June 2019.
  Already receiving a $15 million year-

ly economic impact thanks to hosting the 
Grand Nationals every Thanksgiving at 
Expo Square, T-Town and Vision Tulsa have 
lured the USA BMX headquarters to Green 
Country. The facility is expected to be up 
and running in less than 18 months.
  “We have always had a good relationship 

with the city of Tulsa and Tulsa County,’’ 
says Bernard Anderson, CEO of USA BMX. 
“We’re looking forward to making this proj-
ect a reality. With the passage of Vision Tul-
sa, planning for the new headquarters has 
begun in earnest.’’
 Making the sport’s home in Tulsa even 

more exciting is the building of a new na-
tional track stadium that will feature trials 
for the 2020 Olympic Team, and the site will 
also contain the Olympic Training Center 
and the BMX Hall of Fame.
  “Tulsa already has an incredible image 

among BMX people,’’ says Vince Trinidad, 
CEO of the Tulsa Sports Commission. “Ev-
erybody knows they have to come to Tul-
sa to be a champion, and we already have 
world-class athletes competing here. Mov-
ing the headquarters to Tulsa gives USA 
BMX a more central location, and during 
Thanksgiving many riders already consider 
Tulsa a home away from home.’’
 The Vision Tulsa vote approved $15 mil-

lion for the construction of the facility with 
the groundbreaking ceremony expected this 
spring. The original site was to be at 15th 
Street and Yale Avenue, the location of old 
Drillers Stadium. Due to sponsorship prob-
lems and other unforeseen hiccups, a new 
site has been chosen nearer to downtown 
Tulsa. 
  Trinidad says the facility will be locat-

ed east of OSU Tulsa and the Greenwood 

District where the old Fin-Tube factory was 
once located.
  “The location is in an area not being 

used,’’ Trinidad says. “BMX likes the site 
and the potential it has there. It will bring 
people to the Greenwood area and down-
town. Anyone coming to the national office 
can go to the restaurants around there or go 
catch a ball game (at ONEOK Field).’’     
 A part of the American Bicycle Associa-

tion, USA BMX is moving its headquarters 
from Chandler, Arizona, due to outgrowing 
its current operation, according to Trinidad. 
With the sport’s addition to the Olympic 
Games schedule, it seeks higher visibility 
and increased community support. Tulsa is 
anticipated to be the solution.
  “Tulsa has a history of working with 

BMX. This past Thanksgiving was the 20th 
Grand Nationals here with over 3,000 riders 
coming from 23 countries,’’ says Trinidad. 
“You want to take care of something near 
and dear to your heart, and the riders who 
have competed here over the last 20 years 
carry a lot of weight.
  “BMX appreciates the community and 

being a part of it. Some riders have come to 
Tulsa since they were five or six years old 
and they know Tulsa well. It’s a great credit 
to have the national office here. We’ve been 
working on it for four years and we’re a 
community who openly told them we want 
them here.’’
 With the passage of Vision Tulsa in April 

of 2016, Tulsa embraced bicycle moto-
cross (BMX), a sport that was born in 1969 
in Southern California. Kids were racing 
Schwinn Stingray bicycles around vacant 
lots and unknowingly created a sport of 
their own. By 1977 pockets of loosely or-
ganized BMX races dotted the nation from 
coast to coast. It was time for a reliable na-
tional sanctioning body, and from out of this 
need, the American Bicycle Association was 
created.
  “It’s a family sport. There are very few 

sports that mom, dad and the siblings can 

take part in,’’ Trinidad says. “It may start 
off with dad riding growing up and he then 
shares the joy with his son or daughter. They 
all want to ride and then the next child or 
mom wants to ride. It’s generational.
 “It doesn’t matter if you’re an elite level 

athlete or a beginner, you can compete. It 
takes all ages. We had a rider at the Grand 
Nationals who was 70 and we have kids as 
young as five or six in competition. In 2017, 
we had several Olympians here, and there 
was a good field of entries from across the 
entire world.’’
 Trinidad says all it takes to compete in 

BMX is the ability to keep the back wheel 
on the ground. If the back tire is not on 
the ground, a rider is not moving forward. 
And moving forward is what BMX is all 
about.
 Toward that end, the sport has developed 

the STEM program. It stands for science, 
technology, engineering and math. The 
purpose is to stimulate youngsters in their 
choice of career fields, and there are two 
programs available. One allows fifth and 
sixth graders to learn about the principles of 
science in how to build a bike. The second 
helps students learn track modeling. They 

can move dirt around and build one. Over 
30 schools in the Tulsa area take part.
  With current men’s Olympic champion 

Connor Fields and women’s silver medalist 
Alise Post hailing from the United States, in-
terest in BMX racing is increasing by leaps 
and bounds and all over the world. Post’s 
husband and Olympian Sam Willoughby is 
a native Australian.
 With the National Training Center coming 

to Tulsa, Fields and Post may become a fa-
miliar sight. No longer do Olympians have 
to go to Colorado Springs for fine tuning. 
The road to Tokyo 2020 goes through Tulsa. 
Trinidad summed it up succinctly: “ T-Town 
is the new home away from home for all 
who love BMX.”

  

BMX Hires Marketing Officer
USA BMX, the largest sanctioning 

body of BMX racing in the world, 
named Rob Gardenhire as its new chief 
marketing officer. As a Tulsan and the 
first employee of USA BMX based in 
Tulsa, site of the new $16 million USA 
BMX headquarters, Gardenhire comes 
to USA BMX after 10 years with the 
Tulsa Drillers and the Tulsa Rough-
necks.  In this role, among other things, 
Gardenhire will focus on strategic 
sponsorship planning for both the new 
Tulsa venue and USA BMX sanctioned 
events, marketing of the USA BMX 
Foundation and growing memberships.
“We couldn’t be more excited to have 

Rob join our team,” said USA BMX 
CEO Bernard Anderson. “With our 
new Tulsa facility in the planning stag-
es in the Greenwood District, having a 
person with Tulsa ties to serve as our 
local ambassador was a priority and 
important element in making the new 
facility the best it can be.”
Gardenhire has spent his life in 

sports, both personally and profession-

ally, having 
played foot-
ball in high 
school and 
at the colle-
giate level 
before later 
becoming a 
high school 
coach and 
athletic di-
rector in 
Texas. After 
earning his 
MBA, Gardenhire ran an independent 
baseball team in the Continental Base-
ball League that opened the door for 
his return to Tulsa with the Drillers in 
2008.
Gardenhire and his wife, Carrie, en-

joy raising their two girls, Emma (13) 
and Ainsley (11), in Tulsa. The family 
stays busy attending the girls’ sport-
ing events, golfing, and spending their 
weekends boating and fishing on near-
by Lake Skiatook.

ROB GARDENHIRE

BMX HUB: USA BMX is moving its headquarters from Arizona to Tulsa. The new facility, 
scheduled to break ground this spring near downtown Tulsa, will include a national track 
stadium, the Olympic Training Center and the BMX Hall of Fame.

Courtesy Tulsa Sports Commission

oruathletics.com
allstarsportscomplex.com
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TPS HALL OF FAME:  Tulsa Public Schools Athletic Director Gil Cloud, standing, 
greeted the media at a press conference in January to introduce members of the 2018 TPS 
Athletic Hall of Fame.  From left are Terrell Lester, Clint Hill, Ruth Ann Hudspeth for her 
husband Tommy, Master of Ceremonies Chris Lincoln, Joey Robinson, Danny Morgan, 
Clay Martin, Jonita Ford Criddle, Bill Goldberg, Gene Iba and Joey Grayson.

SPORTSCASTER OF THE YEAR:  The National Sports Media Association has named 
Voice of the Drillers, Dennis Higgins, the 2017 Oklahoma Sportscaster of the Year. Hig-
gins will be honored during the 59th annual NSMA Awards ceremony during the weekend 
of June 23-25 in Winston-Salem, North Carolina.  Past winners of the NSMA Oklahoma 
award include Tulsa’s John Holcomb, Al Jerkens and Bruce Howard. The upcoming sea-
son will be the ninth for Higgins as the Voice of the Drillers.  He also has spent time in the 
major leagues as a member of the San Francisco Giants broadcast team. 

HALL OF FAME FUN:  Enjoying TPS Hall of Fame festivities are, from left, Oklahoma 
Senator David Rader, Tommy Thompson, 2018 Hall of Fame inductee Terrell Lester and 
Larry Egge of EOOC.   The event was held at the Marriott Hotel Southern Hills.

GOLDEN GLOVES ACTION: The Oklahoma Golden Gloves State Championship took 
place Jan. 27 and 28 at Greenwood Cultural Center. Boxers from across the state com-
peted in front of an audience of over 700, including national boxing officials.  Fifteen 
Oklahoma amateur boxers will advance to the Kansas-Oklahoma Golden Gloves Regional 
Tournament March 31 in Wichita. GTR Newspapers was a sponsor of the event.

MASTER OF CEREMONIES AND TEAM:  Chris Lincoln, second from left, with at-
tendees before the Jan. 25 Tulsa Public Schools Hall of Fame Banquet.  From left are Do-
ris Smith, Lincoln, Cathey Dubin Barkley (TPS Hall of Fame Class of 2017), Mike Barkley, 
Becky Lincoln and Dr. George Mauerman of EOOC.

Courtesy Tulsa Drillers
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www.tulsaoilers.com
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THE ECONOMY

Craig Dietert
6528-G E. 101st St. S

Tulsa, OK 74133
918-298-2439

Drew Ackerman
24204 E Hwy 51

Broken Arrow, OK 74014
 918-251-0157

Liz Gore
12133 S. Yukon Ave.
Glenpool, Ok 74033 
918-518-5853

Greg Gaither
600 Emporia Suite D
Muskogee, OK 74401
918-687-4786

David Fleske
12338 E. 86th St. N
Owasso, OK 74055
918-272-7301

Dewayne Willis
2123 S Atlanta Pl Ste 201

Tulsa, OK 74114
918-745-0260

David H. McCollum
5801 E. 41st St., Ste 800

Tulsa, OK 74135
918-660-0639

Lance Lively
100 N. Main St.,

Sand Springs, OK 74063
918-245-3796

Leland Nissley
8116 S. Harvard Ave.,

Tulsa, OK 74137
918-481-3401

Joseph Kidwell
5314 S. Yale Ave., Ste. 415

Tulsa, OK 74135
918-477-7787

Cinamon Demuth
9309 S. Toledo Ave., Ste. B

Tulsa, OK 74137
918-794-1404

Bill Gordon
4252 S. Peoria Ave.,

Tulsa, OK 74105
918-712-9717

Actress Kim Coles, Cindy Morrison Headline
OSU Women’s Business Leadership Conference
Actress Kim Coles and Emmy 

Award-winning television journal-
ist Cindy Morrison are among the 
speakers highlighting this year’s 
27th Annual Women’s Business 
Leadership Conference March 7 at 
the Hyatt Regency Hotel in Tulsa.
Oklahoma State University’s 

Spears School of Business is part-
nering with the Oklahoma Interna-
tional Women’s Forum as well as 
the International Women’s Forum 
Leadership Foundation to present 
the conference. 
Coles is a multi-faceted actress, 

comedian, author and speaker who 
has delighted audiences all over 
the world for over 32 years, includ-
ing appearing in ground-breaking 
television shows like “In Living 
Color” and “Living Single.” Mor-
rison spent 20 years as a television 
news anchor and investigative re-
porter in Oklahoma City and Tulsa 
before starting SocialVention, a 
company that teaches brands how 
to strategically use social media. 
Participants will learn how to ef-

fectively move toward their career 

goals, how to develop themselves 
and others, as well as how to en-
hance leadership skills from ex-
pert women leaders. This day-long 
conference (8:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m.) 
will feature multiple speakers from 
different areas who have signifi-
cant experience within the business 
world. Each woman will bring a 
passion and insight to their specific 
topic. The moderator for the con-
ference will be Alexis Smith-Wash-
ington, assistant professor of man-
agement at Spears Business.

Sessions will be as follows:
“Authentic Connections: Your 

Secret Sauce to Business Success” 
– Ramunda Lark Young, CEO and 
Connections Strategist of Ramun-
da Young, Inc. 
“Mentoring – The Value of It, 

How Best to Do It, Benefits to 
the Mentor and Mentee” – Wanda 
Schiller, Managing Counsel for BP
“How to Become a Social Me-

dia Rockstar: Tips and Tricks that 
Work” – Cindy Morrison, Owner 
and Founder of SocialVention

Luncheon Speaker: “Live, Love 
and Laugh ... Outloud” – Kim 
Coles, actress, author, speaker
“Reaching a Balance Between 

Career and Life: Ways to Help You 
Succeed in Both Worlds” – Can-
dice Carlyon, Managing Attorney 
for FedEx Custom Critical
“The Critical Need to Reinvent: 

You Cannot Stay Complacent in 
this Rapidly Changing World” – 
Rebecca Armen Lyman, Principal/
Co-founder of The Garrigan Ly-
man Group
This year, Coles and Morrison 

will have a booth set up to give 
participants the option of purchas-
ing their books.
Early bird participant registra-

tion is $225 per person if regis-
tered before Feb. 23, increasing to 
$275 after that date. Registration 
fees include electronic materials, 
refreshments and lunch. Vegetari-
an options are available. 
Sponsorships are still available. 

Contact Kelle Scott for more de-
tails at kelle.scott@okstate.edu or 
call at 405-744-8679.

For more information or to regis-
ter for the conference, call 405-744-
5208 or visit business.okstate.edu.

About CEPD:
The OSU Center for Executive 

and Professional Development 
in the Spears School of Business 
fulfills compelling executive, 
management and professional 
educational needs to business 

and industry. For more than 60 
years, the CEPD has played a vi-
tal role in Oklahoma’s economic 
growth by offering 200 programs 
to more than 15,700 individuals 
each year. These programs in-
clude public and on-site execu-
tive and professional develop-
ment programs and conferences, 
and retreat and conference plan-
ning. 

CINDY MORRISON KIM COLES

Chamber Applauds Frontier Flights
By MIKE NEAL
President and CEO,
Tulsa Regional Chamber

The Tulsa Regional Chamber 
applauds Frontier Airlines’ addi-
tion of nonstop destinations from 
Tulsa International Airport to San 
José and Washington, D.C. Di-
rect flights not only give northeast 
Oklahoma residents additional op-

tions for travel, but they are a sig-
nificant business driver for the re-
gion. These two destinations open 
additional commercial opportu-
nities between the Tulsa region 
and the Bay Area and the nation’s 
capital.
 At the Chamber’s Annual Meet-

ing in January, Steve Bradshaw, 
2018 board chair and president 
and CEO of BOK Financial, made 

the case for an enhanced effort to 
recruit additional direct flights to 
Tulsa. Relocating or expanding 
companies regularly consider the 
number and frequency of nonstop 
destinations when evaluating pro-
spective cities. These additional 
flights will help the Chamber bet-
ter make the case for companies to 
build out their workforces in Tulsa 
rather than in other markets.
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Mayor Bynum Selects Kian Kamas to Lead 
Mayor’s Office of Economic Development

Mayor G.T. Bynum has an-
nounced that Kian Kamas will 
serve as the Chief of Economic 
Development for the City of Tul-
sa beginning March 1. Kamas has 
served as the Deputy Chief of Eco-
nomic Development since June 
2017.

Kathy Taylor, former Tulsa 
Mayor and Oklahoma secretary 
of commerce, served as the Chief 
of Economic Development for the 
past year with plans to return to 
her work in the community fol-
lowing Bynum’s first year in of-
fice. Bynum hired Taylor to renew 
relationships with the many City 
authorities, boards and commis-
sions while focusing on business 
development.   Under her tenure, 
the City adopted its first multi-de-
velopment tax increment finance 
(TIF) district leading to the launch 
of multiple downtown projects.

“When I asked Kathy to join my 
administration, I knew it would 
not be for the long-term as she had 

many other projects underway. 
Kathy agreed to defer her projects 
for a year to help our administra-
tion start out on the right foot,” 
Bynum says.

“In her short time here, the Eco-
nomic Development Commission 
is alive again. The City has reori-
ented our sites to national compe-
tition and we have landed major 
new employers while empowering 
more local entrepreneurs to build 
the next great Tulsa business,” By-
num says. “The Mayor’s Office for 
Economic Development has also 
been reorganized based on pro-
fessional guidance for optimum 
productivity. Kathy has done all 
of this work quietly and selflessly, 
because she loves Tulsa and I am 
tremendously grateful for her work 
to put our city in the best possible 
position to be successful.”

“I was honored to be a part of 
Mayor Bynum’s team and support 
the excitement and hope he has 
generated in Tulsa,” Taylor says. 

“I have completed the tasks I com-
mitted to the Mayor and the Eco-
nomic Development Department 
is in good hands with Kian Kamas 

as my successor and Jim Coles 
as executive director of the Tulsa 
Industrial Authority. Count on me 
to remain involved in other ways 
in the city I love. And you never 
know, I may finally take that trip 
down Route 66 I’ve planned for a 
decade!”

As chief of Economic Develop-
ment, Kamas will be responsible 
for leading the city’s comprehen-
sive economic development strat-
egies aimed at adding jobs and 
growing the workforce.

Bynum says, “Kian has been 
an able deputy to Kathy, leading 
many of our corporate recruit-
ment efforts. Before that, she led 
similar efforts on behalf of the 
Tulsa Chamber. As we continue 
our work to make Tulsa a global-
ly competitive city, Kian will be a 
great leader of those efforts.”

“It has been an honor working 
alongside Kathy and learning from 
someone who has such a depth of 
experience in local and state gov-

ernment, as well as in the private 
sector,” Kamas says. “At a time 
when Tulsa is seeing extensive 
growth and investment, the re-
sponsibility of leading the City’s 
economic development team is 
one which I don’t take lightly. I 
firmly believe that Tulsa’s bright-
est days are ahead of us, and re-
alizing our full potential will take 
the collective, concerted efforts of 
everyone within our organization 
and countless external partners. 
I am excited to continue to play 
a role in the dynamic team that 
Mayor Bynum has built, and to 
do so at such a pivotal time in our 
City’s history.”

Kamas holds a Master of Sci-
ence in Comparative Public Pol-
icy from the University of Ed-
inburgh in Scotland, a Bachelor 
of Arts in Political Science from 
the University of Oklahoma and 
is a graduate of the University of 
Oklahoma’s Economic Develop-
ment Institute.

KIAN KAMAS

America’s Energy Transformation: The Nation Accepts Challenges

By  MARK A. STANSBERRY 

“The elements of our strengths 
are many. They include our demo-
cratic government, our economic 
system, our great natural resourc-
es”, stated Ambassador Jeane 
Kirkpatrick in the 1980s about the 
United States. 

The business page headline, 
in the Nov. 3, 2001 Oklahoman, 
read “Terrorist attacks spur need 
for national energy policy.”  En-
ergy experts and government 
officials had attended, the day 
before, the 2001 International 
Energy Policy Conference, now 
National Energy Talk, which I 
founded in 1992. 

The message was clear as then 
Lt. Governor Mary Fallin said, 
“Sept. 11 has helped us come 
face-to-face with the issue of our 
energy policy.”  The conference 
included speakers/attendees from 
as far away as Venezuela, Japan 

and Korea.  It was interesting that 
one of the speakers, Mexico’s 
Consul General Ezequiel Padil-
la, projected today’s U.S. energy 
outcome.  He said, “We need your 
(U.S.) entrepreneurship.”

The U.S. Energy Information 
Administration (EIA) reported 
recently that the U.S. crude oil 
production exceeded 10 million 
barrels a day for the first time 
since 1970.  During the 1970s, 
U.S. consumption began to out-
strip production, and America 
started importing more oil than it 
produced.  The needed U.S. entre-
preneurship came along through 
the efforts of research and devel-
opment along with technological 
advances.  Twelve years ago, the 
U.S. was importing 12.9 million 
barrels a day of crude/petroleum 
products.  As of the fall 2017, the 
number of barrels a day was at 2.5 
million a day.

In 2008 when I published The 
Braking Point:  America’s Ener-
gy Dreams and Global Econom-
ic Realities, I expressed my view 
that America and the world were 
facing an energy crisis.  The good 
news was that America’s energy 

problems could be solved.  The 
bad news was that our country’s 
energy crisis did not exist in a 
vacuum, was not temporary, and 
would not fix itself.  At that time 
I stressed that failure to effective-
ly deal with this problem would 
threaten our nation’s economic 
prosperity and compromise our 

national security, and could radi-
cally alter our way of life.  The 
book’s title, The Braking Point, 
said it all:  America needed to put 
on the brakes, stop, and assess the 
entire energy picture to see where 
the country was headed.  

Especially the oil and gas indus-
try reassessed and stepped up to 
the energy challenge.  Through 
innovation, grit, determination, 
and ingenuity, energy solutions 
were found.

Energy education is more im-
portant than ever as we envision 
America’s energy transforma-
tion.  National Energy Talk is a 
platform engaging a national dia-
logue on energy issues, views and 
solutions.  We address the needs, 
plans and issues that all types of 
energy face today.  Through dis-
cussion, we can create a national 
energy vision.  

The American energy industry 
is up to the energy challenges 
ahead.  U.S. President George 
Washington stated, “A people…
who are possessed of the spirit 
of commerce, who see and who 
will pursue their advantages, may 
achieve almost anything.   

“Future generations are depend-
ing on us to keep the American 
dream alive.”   

It is time to take a stand, eval-
uate your own energy impact on 
our nation, and play your part in 
preserving our country.  Energy is 
the future of America and Ameri-
ca Needs America’s Energy!

What do you think?  It is time 
for National Energy Talk.  Visit 
www.nationalenergytalk.com. 

Mark A. Stansberry, an 
award-winning author, is an En-
ergy Advocate and Chairman of 
The GTD Group. 

	

MARK A. STANSBERRY

Arvest Mortgage Tops $1 Billion Mark 
Arvest Bank has announced 

its mortgage division originat-
ed more than $1 billion in pur-
chase-money mortgage loans in 
2017, the second year in a row it 
has done so.

Passing the $1 billion mark in 
purchase-money loans in 2016 
was a milestone for Arvest, so top-
ping the year-old record for perfor-
mance a year later is particularly 
rewarding, says Steven Plaisance, 
president and chief executive offi-
cer of the mortgage division.

“Arvest continues to show its 
commitment to home loan lend-
ing through its growing produc-
tion and service to its communi-
ties,” Plaisance says.  “Housing is 
healthy in our markets, and we are 
very privileged to be there for the 
customers that choose us. We have 
a dedicated team with experience 
and expertise ready to answer the 
call on these important financial 
transactions.  We thank our cus-
tomers and partners for the oppor-
tunity to be part of these important 
moments in their lives.”

As of Dec. 31, 2017, Arvest 
had closed a total of 6,684 pur-
chase-money loans with total loan 
value of $1,146,950,855. In 2016, 
Arvest closed a total of 6,222 pur-

chase-money loans with total loan 
value of $1,009,284,166.

“Mortgage rates continue to re-
main historically favorable even 
though the Fed has taken action 
to push short-term rates up,” Plai-
sance says.  “Mortgage rates are 
derived from longer-term matur-
ities (7-10 years), so mortgage 
rates do not always move in lock-
step with the Fed action on short-
term rates.

Arvest is unique among most 
local lenders in that it services 
99 percent of its mortgage loans, 
meaning that customers make 
their payments to Arvest and deal 
with Arvest for any needs after 
their loan closes.

About Arvest
Arvest Bank, named by Forbes 

magazine as one of “America’s Best 
Large Employers” for 2017, oper-
ates more than 250 bank branches in 
Arkansas, Oklahoma, Missouri and 
Kansas through a group of 15 local-
ly managed banks, each with its own 
board and management team. These 
banks serve customers in more than 
120 communities, with extended 
weekday banking hours at many lo-
cations. Arvest also provides a wide 
range of banking services including 
loans, deposits, treasury manage-
ment, credit cards, mortgage loans 
and mortgage servicing. Arvest is an 
Equal Housing Lender and Member 
FDIC.

 

http://www.nationalenergytalk.com
pawprintsltd.com
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		  CALL 918-254-1515 FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION

GTR CLASSIFIEDS
To place a GTR classified ad, please email advertising@gtrnews.com, or call 918-254-1515

Announcements

Beware of loan fraud. Please check 
with the Better Business Bureau or 
Consumer Protection Agency before 
sending any money to any loan com-
pany. SAPA

Autos Wanted 

GOT AN OLDER CAR, VAN OR 
SUV? Do the humane thing. Donate 
it to the Humane Society. Call 1-855-
558-3509 

CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All 
Makes/Models 2000-2016! Any Con-
dition. 

Running or Not. Top $$$ Paid! Free 
Towing! We’re Nationwide! Call Now: 
1-888-985-1806 

Books 

The Moment I Saw You: Poetry for 
Lovers, an internationally acclaimed 
collection of love poetry in a beauti-
fully bound 256 page book, can be 
purchased on Amazon.com.

Health/Fitness

GENERIC VIAGRA and CIALIS! 
100 Pills $99.00 FREE Shipping! 
100% guaranteed. 24/7 CALL NOW! 
888-889-5515

Health & Medical

OXYGEN - Anytime. Anywhere. 
No tanks to refill. No deliveries. The 
All-New Inogen One G4 is only 2.8 
pounds! FAA approved! FREE info 
kit: 866-732-9512

FDA-Registered Hearing Aids. 100% 
Risk-Free! 45-Day Home Trial. Com-
fort Fit. Crisp Clear Sound. If you de-
cide to keep it, PAY ONLY $299 per 
aid. FREE Shipping. Call Hearing 
Help Express 1- 866-744-6150

Bathe safely and stay in the home you 
love with the #1 selling Walk-in Tub 
in North America. For an in-home ap-
pointment, call: 844-294-5707

Miscellaneous 

Call Empire Today® to schedule a 
FREE in-home estimate on Carpeting 
& Flooring. Call Today! 1-800-508-
2824
 
Earthlink High Speed Internet. As 
Low As $14.95/month (for the first 3 
months.) Reliable High Speed Fiber 
Optic Technology. Stream Videos, 
Music and More! Call Earthlink Today 
1-855-520-7938 

Make a Connection. Real People, 
Flirty Chat. Meet singles right now! 
Call LiveLinks. Try it FREE. Call 
NOW: 1-888-909-9905 18+. 

Miscellaneous 

DISH Network. 190+ Channels. FREE 
Install. FREE Hopper HD-DVR. 
$49.99/month (24 months) Add High 
Speed Internet - $14.95 (where avail.) 
CALL Today & SAVE 25%! 1-855-
837-9146
 
Become a published author! Publica-
tions sold at all major secular & spe-
cialty Christian bookstores. CALL 
Christian Faith Publishing for your 
FREE author submission kit. 1-855-
548-5979
 
Lung Cancer? And Age 60+? You And 
Your Family May Be Entitled To Sig-
nificant Cash Award. Call 866-428-
1639 for Information. No Risk. No 
Money Out Of Pocket. 

A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s 
largest senior living referral service. 
Contact our trusted, local experts to-
day! Our service is FREE/no obliga-
tion. CALL 1-844-722-7993
 
TV INTERNET PHONE $29.99 each! 
We are Your LOCAL Installers! Bun-
dle Services and Save Huge! $29.99 
each! Hurry Call Now this Offer Ends 
Soon! 1-888-858-0262 

ENJOY 100% guaranteed, delivered 
to-the-door Omaha Steaks! SAVE 
75% PLUS ge t 4 more Burgers & 4 
more Kielbasa FREE! Order The Fam-
ily Gourmet Buffet - ONLY $49.99. 
Call 1-855-895-0358 mention code 
51689LCX or visit www.omahasteaks.
com/cook03
 
Cross Country Moving, Long distance 
Moving Company, out of state move 
$799 Long Distance Movers. Get Free 
quote on your Long distance move 
1-800-511-2181 

HughesNet Satellite Internet ? 25mbps 
for just $49.99/mo! Get More Data 
FREE Off-Peak Data. No phone line 
required! FAST download speeds. 
WiFi built in! FREE Standard Instal-
lation! Call 1-855-440-4911 

Spectrum Triple Play! TV, Internet 
& Voice for $29.99 ea. 60 MB per 
second speed No contract or commit-
ment. More Channels. Faster Internet. 
Unlimited Voice. Call 1-855-652-
9304 

Stop OVERPAYING for your pre-
scriptions! SAVE! Call our li-
censed Canadian and International 
pharmacy, compare prices and get 
$25.00 OFF your first prescription! 
CALL 1-855-541-5141 Promo Code 
CDC201725 

Cross Country Moving, Long distance 
Moving Company, out of state move 
$799 Long Distance Movers. Get Free 
quote on your Long distance move 
1-800-511-2181 

Miscellaneous 

DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARITY.  
Receive maximum value of write off 
for your taxes.   Running or not!   All 
conditions accepted.   Free pickup.  
Call for details. 855-972-0354

AUTO INSURANCE STARTING AT 
$49/ MONTH! Call for your fee rate 
comparison to see how much you can 
save!  Call:  855-970-1224

Need a WALK IN TUB? Getting in 
and out of the tub can be easier than 
ever before. Walk in Tubs are designed 
to prevent slipping with textured mats 
and hand rails. They also have and 
textured pads to keep your head above 
water. Call Today for More informa-
tion. 855-789-3291

Call Empire Today® to schedule a 
FREE in-home estimate on Carpeting 
& Flooring. Call Today! 1-855-929-
7756

A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s 
largest senior living referral service. 
Contact our trusted, local experts to-
day! Our service is FREE/no obliga-
tion. CALL 1-855-606-8069

A-1  DONATE YOUR CAR FOR 
BREAST CANCER!   Help  Unit-
ed  Breast Foundation educa-
tion,   prevention, & support pro-
grams.    FAST  FREE PICKUP - 24 
HR RESPONSE - TAX DEDUCTION 
855-701-6346

A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s 
largest senior living referral service. 
Contact our trusted, local experts to-
day! Our service is FREE. No obliga-
tion. CALL 844-432-3281

NEW AUTHORS WANTED!   Page 
Publishing will help you self-publish 
your own book. FREE author submis-
sion kit!   Limited offer!   Why wait?  
Call now: 844-660-6943

Misc. For Sale 

KILL BED BUGS! Harris Bed Bug 
Killers/KIT. Available: Hardwar
e Stores, The Home Depot, 
homedepot.com 

SATELLITE TV

DISH TV $59.99 For 190 Channels   
$14.95 High Speed Internet. Free In-
stallation, Smart HD DVR Included, 
Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions 
apply. Call 1-855-419-7188

SATELLITE TV

DIRECTV. Call & Switch Now - Get 
NFL Sunday Ticket for FREE! Ev-
ery Game. Every Sunday. CHOICE- 
All-Included Package. Over 185 
Channels. $60/month (for 12 Months.) 
CALL 1- 877-666-2821

Stop paying too much for cable and 
get DISH today. Call 1-844-879-
7279 to learn more about our special 
offers.

TV INTERNET Phone $29.99 each! 
No one beats our prices! Bundle and 
save huge now! We are your local in-
stallers! Call now offer ends soon. 
1-888-858-0262

DISH TV $59.99 For 190 Channels   
$14.95 High Speed Internet. Free In-
stallation, Smart HD DVR Included, 
Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions 
apply. Call 1-855-419-7188

Wanted to Buy 

Wants to purchase minerals and 
other oil and gas interests. Send de-
tails to P.O. Box 13557 Denver, Co. 
80201 

ADVERTISE to 10 Million Homes 
across the USA! Place your ad in over 
140 community newspapers, with 
circulation totaling over 10 million 
homes. Contact Independent Free 
Papers of America IFPA at danielle-
burnett-ifpa@live.com or visit our 
website cadnetads.com for more in-
formation.

Reader Advisory: The National Trade 
Association we belong to has pur-
chased the above classifieds. Deter-
mining the value of their service or 
product is advised by this publication. 
In order to avoid misunderstandings, 
some advertisers do not offer employ-
ment but rather supply the readers 
with manuals, directories and other 
materials designed to help their cli-
ents establish mail order selling and 
other businesses at home. Under NO 
circumstance should you send any 
money in advance or give the client 
your checking, license ID, or credit 
card numbers. Also beware of ads that 
claim to guarantee loans regardless of 
credit and note that if a credit repair 
company does business only over the 
phone it is illegal to request any money 
before delivering its service. All funds 
are based in US dollars. Toll free num-
bers may or may not reach Canada.

DENTAL Insurance
Physicians Mutual Insurance Company

A less expensive way to help get the dental care you deserve

If you’re over 50, you can get coverage for about 
$1 a day*

Keep your own dentist! NO networks to worry about

NO annual or lifetime cap on the cash benefi ts 
you can receive 

No wait for preventive care and no deductibles 
– you could get a checkup tomorrow

Coverage for over 350 procedures  including 
cleanings, exams, fi llings, crowns…even dentures

FREE Information Kit
1-877-308-2834
www.dental50plus.com/cadnet

*Individual plan. Product not available in MN, MT, NH, RI, VT, WA. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certificate of this type. Contact us for complete details 
about this insurance solicitation. This specific offer is not available in CO, NY; call 1-800-969-4781 or respond for similar offer. Certificate C250A (ID: C250E; PA: C250Q); 
Insurance Policy P150(GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: P150OK; TN: P150TN)  6096C                        MB16-NM001Gc  
                            

*Individual plan. Product not available in MN, MT, NH, RI, VT, WA. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certificate of this type. Contact us for complete details 

Looking for older resident who enjoys a 
quiet neighborhood. Brand new manu-
factured home, 2 br, 2 baths. Appliances, 
walk-in closet, washer-dryer connections, 
front deck, sheetrock construction.  Qual-
ified tenant has the potential to purchase 
home, owner financing. W/Landlord ap-
proval of plans tenant can build a carport. 
Easy access to Hwy 169. 918-298-8283

Lease/Purchase Home

DENTAL Insurance
Physicians Mutual Insurance Company

A less expensive way to help get
the dental care you deserve

If you’re over 50, you can get coverage for about $1 a day*

Keep your own dentist! NO networks to worry about

No wait for preventive care and no deductibles – you could get a checkup tomorrow

Coverage for over 350 procedures – including cleanings,exams, fi llings, crowns…even dentures

NO annual or lifetime cap on the cash benefi ts you can receive

FREE Information Kit
1-877-308-2834
www.dental50plus.com/cadnet

*Individual plan.Product not available in MN, MT, NH, RI, VT, WA. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certificate of thistype. Contact us for complete details about this insurance solicitation. This specific offer is not available in CO, NY;call 1-800-969-4781 or respond for similar offer. Certificate C250A (ID: C250E; PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy P150 (GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: P150OK; TN: P150TN)6096C                                                                MB16-NM001Gc

Product not available in MN, MT, NH, RI, VT, WA. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certificate of 

NOW HIRING!

APPLY TODAY! 
JENKSPS.ORG  |  (918) 299-4415 EXT 2306

Child nutrition is 
seeking part time help.

6 Hours Per Day, 9 Month Positions, Friendly 
Environment, Some Paid Benefits, and 

Off Most Non-School Days

Sulzer Chemtech USA Inc. in Tulsa, OK seeks a Key 
Applications Specialist to assist in the preparation 

of quotes to customer for mass transfer equip-
ment for chemical and natural gas industries. Up 
to 10% domestic travel required. Apply at https://

career5.successfactors.eu/sfcareer/jobreqcareer?jo-
bId=48414&company=Sulzer&username. 

Reference Job Code 48414. No recruiters. EOE.

mailto:advertising@gtrnews.com
http://www.omahasteaks
mailto:danielle-burnett-ifpa@live.com
mailto:danielle-burnett-ifpa@live.com
http://www.dental50plus.com/cadnet
http://www.dental50plus.com/cadnet
https://career5.successfactors.eu/sfcareer/jobreqcareer?jo-bId=48414&company=Sulzer&username
https://career5.successfactors.eu/sfcareer/jobreqcareer?jo-bId=48414&company=Sulzer&username
https://career5.successfactors.eu/sfcareer/jobreqcareer?jo-bId=48414&company=Sulzer&username
https://career5.successfactors.eu/sfcareer/jobreqcareer?jo-bId=48414&company=Sulzer&username
jenksps.org
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Boat, Sport and Travel Show
A Success at River Spirit Expo

SHANGRI-LA RESORT:  This year’s Tulsa Boat, Sport and Trav-
el Show was again a well-attended and popular event.  Above are 
exhibitors from Oklahoma’s Shangri-La.  In the photo are Mike 
Williams, director of communications and government relations, 
and Dana Able, director of sales. Shangri-La, located at the tip of 
Monkey Island on Grand Lake, offers 119 guest rooms, a large re-
sort pool and children’s splash pad area, a luxury spa, a 120-seat 
casual-style restaurant, a bar with rooftop patio overlooking the 
lake and 8,000 square feet of conference space with a ballroom.

The National 
Association of 
Home Builders 
(NAHB) honored 
Peter Grant, 
CGR, CAPS, as 
the 2017 Remod-
eler Designee of 
the Year at the 
2018 Internation-
al Builders‘ Show (IBS) in Janu-
ary in Orlando.  

NAHB Education recognizes 
housing professionals as Designee 
of the Year for their outstanding 
service in advancing the signifi-
cance of NAHB designations.

Grant, president of Grant Homes 
Remodel & Restoration, is a pro-
fessional remodeler with over 
two decades of remodeling expe-
rience.   As a Certified Graduate 
Remodeler (CGR) and a Certified 
Aging-in-Place Specialist (CAPS) 
designation graduate, Grant’s cus-
tomers are assured of the special-
ized training, practical experience, 
and in-depth knowledge required 
for successful project completion.

“Education is not only essential 
to one’s success and happiness, it 
is the determining factor at being 
good at what you do or being great 
at it.   NAHB designation instruc-
tion and examination provides the 
resources to improve one’s profes-
sional skills and to promote indus-
try excellence to colleagues and 
clients,” says Grant.   

Grant is immediate past presi-
dent of the Home Builders Associ-
ation of Greater Tulsa (HBA) and 
the HBA Charitable Foundation, 
and he is a member of the Tulsa 
Preservation Commission.   He is 
a member of the NAHB board of 
directors and serves as a trustee on 
the NAHB Remodelers (NAHBR) 
Board.  For more information, vis-
it  www.TulsaHBA.com.

Hall Estill, with 
law offices in 
Tulsa, Oklahoma 
City, Denver and 
Northwest Ar-
kansas, announc-
es that Kristen 
Pence Evans 
has been elected 
shareholder in the 
Tulsa office and Matthew R. Gile 
and Moira C.G. Watson have been 
elected shareholders in the Okla-
homa City office. 

Evans joined Hall Estill in 2013 
and concentrates her practice in 
the areas of business and com-
mercial litigation, labor and em-
ployment, and tort defense. She 
has represented, counseled and 
advised clients ranging from local, 
family-owned companies to na-
tional, Fortune 500 companies in a 
wide array of industries, including 
energy and energy services, man-
ufacturing, construction, logistics 
and heavy haul, financial services 
and healthcare. 

“All three of these attorneys have 
earned this accomplishment through 
both their talent and their commit-
ment to their respective communi-
ties,” says Mike Cooke, managing 
partner for Hall Estill. “Kristen, 
Matt and Moira are all great repre-
sentatives of our firm and we could 
not be prouder of them.”

Evans received her J.D. with hon-
ors from the University of Oklaho-
ma College of Law. Since 2015, 
she has been named an Oklahoma 
Rising Star by Super Lawyers. She 
also devotes time to improving op-
portunities for youth in Tulsa, serv-
ing as a member of the board of 
directors for Street School.

Women’s justice 
advocate Steph-
anie Horten has 
been appointed di-
rector of Criminal 
Justice Collabo-
rative for Tulsa’s 
Family and Chil-
dren’s Services.

In the new role, 
Horten is being charged with work-
ing with criminal justice partners in 
the community to help move for-
ward with recommendations from 
the Vera Institute of Justice and 
identifying additional areas for re-
form.

“I have been working closely 
with criminal justice community 
partners in Tulsa since 2014, and 
I’m excited about bringing my ex-
perience as both an attorney and an 
advocate to improve the justice sys-
tem across the continuum,” Horten 
says. “Many great organizations 
are working on the issue, and I look 
forward to continuing our work to-
gether.”

Horten has a law degree from 
Northwestern University School 
of Law and a Bachelor of Arts in 
English from Westminster College.

Prior to her time in Oklahoma, 
Horten helped wrongfully convict-
ed individuals as part of the Center 
on Wrongful Convictions at North-
western University and represented 
indigent defendants in appellate 
and post-conviction proceedings. 
Prior to law school, she worked in 
public policy in Washington, D.C.

The Associ-
ation of Okla-
homa Nurse 
Practitioners of-
ficially seated its 
2018 board offi-
cers at its January 
meeting. Mar-
garet Rosales, a 
nurse practitioner 
from Tulsa, was sworn in as the or-
ganization’s new president.

“I’m excited about the upcoming 
year and the opportunities we have 
to move our profession forward in 
Oklahoma,” Rosales says. 

Other officers sworn in at the recent 
board meeting were President-Elect 
Leah Melton, Norman; Secretary 
Cene’ Livingston, Oklahoma City; 
Treasurer Tracy Langley, Ada; Im-
mediate Past President Toni Pratt-Re-
id, Piedmont; Legislative Chair Min-
dy Whitten, Tulsa; and Historian 
Tricia Butner, Waynoka.

The officers were selected by 
AONP members during the associa-
tion’s annual conference in October.

The Museum Broken Arrow 
has announced the appointment of 
three new board members for 2018. 

Newly appointed members in-
clude Lynn Palmer; vice president, 
S. Matt Condry; director and Coo-
per Rash; presidential appointee. 

Lynn Palmer is a builder and de-
veloper in the Broken Arrow Com-
munity. In addition to being an ac-
tive member of the Broken Arrow 
community, she owns the local store 
“Simplicity” in the Rose District. 

S. Matt Condry is a 1998 gradu-
ate of Broken Arrow Senior High 
School and currently serves as vice 
president of commercial banking 
for Arvest Bank in Tulsa. 

Cooper Rash grew up in and 
around Broken Arrow and has been 
with AVB Bank for two years, serv-
ing as the marketing and public re-
lations research specialist. “Each of 
these individuals will add great ex-
pertise and knowledge to our board 
of directors,” said Lori Lewis, ex-
ecutive director of The Museum 
Broken Arrow. 

The Museum is open Tuesday 
through Friday from 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m. and Saturday 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
For more information, call 918-
258-2616 or visit BrokenArrow-
Museum.org.

Mark Stanley, 
founder of Stan-
ley Myers Mor-
gan Law Firm, 
has been selected 
among America’s 
Top 100 High 
Stakes Litigators 
for 2017.  Selec-
tion to America’s 
Top 100 High Stakes Litigators  is 
by invitation  only and is reserved 
to identify the nation’s most excep-
tional trial attorneys in high value, 
high stakes legal matters.  

To be considered for selection, an 
attorney must have litigated (for ei-
ther plaintiff or defendant) a matter 
(1) with at least $2 million in al-
leged damages at stake or (2) with 
the fate of a business worth at least 
$2 million at stake. These mini-
mum qualifications are required for 
initial consideration.  Thereafter, 
candidates are carefully screened 
through comprehensive Qualitative 
Comparative Analysis based on a 
broad array of criteria, including 
the candidate’s professional expe-
rience, litigation experience, sig-
nificant case results, representative 
high stakes matters, peer reputa-
tion, and community impact in or-
der to rank the candidates through-
out the state.  

Only the top 100 qualifying at-
torneys in each state receive this 
honor and are selected for mem-
bership among America’s Top 100 
High Stakes Litigators.  With these 
extremely high standards for se-
lection to America’s Top 100 High 
Stakes Litigators, less than one-
half percent of active attorneys 
in the United States receive this 
honor, truly the most exclusive 
and elite level of attorneys in the 
community.

Rachelle Park-
er has been named 
Rotary District 
Administrator 
for District 6110.  
She was recent-
ly marketing and 
membership co-
ordinator for the 
Rotary Club of 
Tulsa. 

Parker is an Oklahoma native 
from Cleveland. In 1996, she 
moved to Atlanta, Georgia, where 
she worked as an assistant manag-
er for Kroger Co. from 1997-2006.

In 2012, after finishing her de-
gree in H.S.D.A., she returned to 
Oklahoma and began work as a 
Child Support caseworker for the 
Oklahoma Department of Hu-
man Services. In addition, Parker 
worked part time as an Adoption 
Counselor for Adoption Affiliates 
before accepting the Rotary Club 
of Tulsa position

KKT Archi-
tects announces 
Carolyn Back 
as its director of 
planning. Back 
brings more than 
17 years of na-
tional experience 
in the industry, 
and this addition 
will allow KKT Architects to add 
land planning services and pre-de-
velopment research through site 
analysis and due diligence reports.

The new services areas will assist 
KKT Architect clients through the 
entitlement and permitting phases 
of their projects. These additions 
complement the award-winning 
architectural, interior design and 
structural/civil engineering ser-
vices currently offered.

“This is a monumental moment 
for KKT as this new service will 
allow us to work with municipali-
ties to help them foresee and pre-
pare for long-range development 
within their communities,” says 
Sarah Gould, partner.

BUSINESS & PEOPLE NOTES

GRANT HORTEN STANLEY

PARKER

BACK

EVANS

ROSALES

GTR Newspapers photos

http://www.TulsaHBA.com
mailto:clsquiers@gmail.com
www.isthywilldone.com
www.gtrnews.com
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NOW TAKING 
RESERVATIONS
at WOODLAND 

HILLS

918-518-0705 | CedarhurstLiving.com | 7345 S. 99th E. Avenue | Tulsa | OK | 74133

Features Include:
- Private Gated Community
- Billards Room
- Movie Theater
- Heated Saltwater Pool 
- Dog Park -  Pets Welcome!

Come visit us soon and learn about the new 
enhancements coming to Cedarhurst of 

Woodland Hills, an Independent Living Community.

Coming Soon:
- Brand New Wellness Center 
- Beautiful Dining Room with 
   Chef Prepared  Meals
- And so much more...

Unique Church Towers Bring Distinction to Tulsa
For a city of its moderate size, 

Tulsa has a large number of church-
es. Three of its 
med ium-s ized 
churches are par-
ticularly fine in 
their proportions 
and enhance-
ments and share 
two major com-
monalities: they 
are all excellent 
examples of co-
lonial revival 
architecture, and 
all include beau-
tifully designed 
bell towers.  

Most of us vi-
sualize colonial 
churches as sim-
ple white build-
ings with spires 
dominating the 
skyline of small 
New England 
towns. In the 16th and 17th centu-
ries, this was often the case.  

To trace this distinctive look, we 
can return to London, England, 
following the great fire of 1666. 
The damage caused by the disaster 
resulted in the building of over 60 
churches in the neo-classical style 
of the day.

The prolific British architect Sir 
Christopher Wren was responsible 
for over 50 of these.  Another no-
table architect was James Gibbs, 
the designer of Saint Martin-in-

the-Fields, a church that inspired 
imitation in southern cities such 

as Charleston, South 
Carolina.  These 
British churches 
differed from their 
American counter-
parts in size and 
amount of ornamen-
tation.  

British bell towers, 
normally located at 
the main entrance, 
were taller (by at 
least 50 percent) 
and more massive 
in scale. In addition, 
these British an-
cestors were heav-
ily festooned with 
classic columns, 
urns and swaged 
garlands. The Amer-
ican versions tend to 
be smaller and sim-
pler.

Returning to the three Tulsa 
churches, the architecture of their 
exterior focal points – especially 
their bell towers – is worth dis-
cussing.

A church bell tower that pene-
trates a pitched roof begins with a 
large rectangular or octagonal ele-
ment called a base. Seated on it is 
often an octagonal open chamber 
called a belfry. From that ascends 
a tall, slender shaft known as a 
spire.

Today, church towers are often 

built on steel frames, unlike their 
heavy timber forebears.  Spires 
are usually clad in metal, often 
copper. Catalogue bell towers 
are available but lack the design 
quality of custom work. In Tulsa, 
few church towers have working 
bells, as they have been replaced 
with more easily maintained elec-
tronic carillons.  

The oldest of the three bell tow-
ers of concern here belongs to 
Southminster Presbyterian Church 
at 3500 S. Peoria Ave. The sanctu-
ary wing and bell tower were built 
in 1949, designed by architect Joe 
Koberling. Its tower is the largest 
of the three. The base is octagonal, 
while the belfry is an octagonal 
space enclosed by louvered arches, 

which are separated by columns. 
The spire rises from a low octag-
onal band above the belfry, which 
displays finial urns and terminates 
in a Latin cross.

The next tower is on the Sixth 
Church of Christ Scientist at 
3620 S. Lewis Ave. It was built in 
1954 and is attributed to architect 
Charles Faulkner. This is the most 
delicate of the three towers. Its 
base is a rectangle that terminates 
in an open steel railing. From the 
platform within this railing rises a 
tall, open-arched octagonal belfry. 
Above the belfry is a slender spire 
faced with metal and articulated 
with horizontal banding.

The last of the three towers is 
incorporated in the All Souls Uni-

tarian Church at 2952 S. Peoria 
Ave. One of the largest Unitarian 
churches in America, the sanctu-
ary wing and bell tower were de-
signed by architect John Duncan 
Forsyth in 1957. This tower also 
has a rectangular base, augment-
ed with a single round window on 
each side. A steel railing caps the 
base and surrounds an octagonal 
belfry with louvered panes at quar-
ter points.  Above is an arcaded 
octagonal drum from which rises 
a massive spire.

Although similar, each of these 
towers has its own personality and 
would be out of place in any other 
setting. There is a special quality to 
them that delights the eye and com-
pletes Tulsa’s residential landscape.

On Architecture

By ROGER COFFEY, AIA

Tis the Season to Green Up Green Country
I realized this year that Valen-

tine’s Day marks 
the end of my 
feelings of hiber-
nation. A scat-
tering of warmer 
days inspires me 
to get up, go out-
side and recon-
nect with other 
humans, especial-
ly my sweetie, 
after months of 
burrowing into 
my winter’s nest 
in the ugliest jam-
mies you’ve ever 
seen.  

Not only do 
warmer days in-
spire me to recon-
nect with people, 
it also inspires me 
to reconnect with 
my environment, 
with nature…now 
that I’m ready to 
stop being bitter about the cold. 

Get Eco-Inspired
We still face some days of low 

temperatures, so find some eco-in-
spiration inside with TCC’s Fourth 
Sustainability Conference. This 
event will be Feb. 22 at the Center 
for Creativity located downtown on 

the TCC Metro Campus. 
This day-long 
event is sure to 
inspire. The focus 
is to discuss issues 
and offer practi-
cal ways to move 
our community 
towards sustain-
ability, specifical-
ly in the areas of 
food and food sys-
tems. This event is 
free and open to 
the public. Learn 
more at tulsacc.
edu/sustainabili-
ty-conference. 

Eco Meet-and-
Greet

Sustainable Tul-
sa offers several 
ways to stay en-
gaged and on the 
cutting edge of 
sustainability in 

Green Country, thanks to B2B, or 
Business-to-Business, and First 
Thursdays. 

B2B is a breakfast meet-and-
greet. The next event will be at 
OU-Tulsa May 10th. 

Meeting at TCC’s Center for 
Creativity, First Thursdays is held, 
well, the first Thursday of each 

month at 11:30 a.m., providing 
lunch and networking as well as 
information about those in our area 
working for a greener Tulsa Coun-
ty. Can’t be there? Watch meetings 
online at www.SustainableTulsa.
org. 

Eco-Teacher Needed
The Metropolitan Environmental 

Trust (The MET) has an opening 
for a part time educator. The prima-
ry responsibility will be to continue 
to develop and manage their Green 
STEM program along with other 
various educational opportunities 
including school clubs, scouts, 
and event booths. For more infor-
mation, email Graham Brannin at 
greengraham@metrecycle.com. 

Spring Cleanup
It’s always an incredible trip to 

clean up the Mulberry River in 
Ozark, Arkansas. This year’s annu-
al river cleanup event will be Satur-
day, March 3. There’s a pretty nice 
canoe being offered for the raffle, 
too.  Learn more at www.Turner-
Bend.com. 

Inspired by Next Generation
Working at Union Public Schools 

continually brings me good news 
for the future of recycling, upcy-
cling and sustainability. Recent-

ly, students at Union Alternative 
School got to work dismantling a 
retired school bus to turn it into a 
fully-functional camper. As a girl 
who grew up taking trips in an old 
upcycled school bus, this is the 
thing eco-dreams are made of. 

Union Board Members honored 
its 12 National Merit Finalists at 
the February board meeting and 
gave each the chance to talk about 
their future plans, and wow, was I 
inspired by each of them. 

Sometimes I get down and won-
der who will take up the mantra 
for a greener Earth when I’m gone. 
Morbid, but true. Well, I was very 
inspired by merit finalist Madeline 
McTigue. She told the audience she 
wasn’t excited to take AP Environ-
mental Science in the beginning but 
then found it to inspire her towards 
an exciting career.

 “I want to study the relationship 
between environmental health and 
people’s health, she said. “I want to 
help people understand that what is 
healthy for the environment is ben-
eficial to our bodies as well.”

McTigue says she also found ca-
reer inspiration through AP Biolo-
gy. “I am also interested in genetic 
sequencing and how to personalize 
medicine.” 

Hearing from McTigue and her 
fellow finalists makes me feel that 

a sustainable future is brighter than 
it sometimes appears. 

Stay Connected
There’s been a lot of negative 

news out there, and as you know, 
here at Trash Talk we like to keep 
our sights on the positive. What are 
you finding to inspire you? Tell us 
your thoughts @TrashTalkTulsa or 
email bethturner@me.com. 

Trash Talk

By BETH TURNER
Tulsa Master Recyclers Association

SOUTHMINSTER 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

SIXTH CHURCH OF 
CHRIST SCIENTIST

ALL SOULS 
UNITARIAN CHURCH

UPCYCLING INSPIRATION: 
Community support makes all 
things possible. Thanks to Union 
Transportation, students at Union 
Alternative School are turning a 
retired school bus into a fully func-
tional camper. 
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Courtesy Union Public Schools

http://www.SustainableTulsa
mailto:greengraham@metrecycle.com
http://www.Turner-Bend.com
http://www.Turner-Bend.com
mailto:bethturner@me.com
cedarhurstliving.com
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TAKE A NEW LOOK AT WHAT’S  
POSSIBLE WITH CENTRAL BANK. 
From personal checking to commercial banking and the smallest loan to 

the largest investment, Central Bank helps you turn what’s possible into 

what’s real. Discover the world of possibilities at centralbank.net or stop 

by to talk to a local Central Bank representative today.

Member FDIC

CENTRAL BANK OF OKLAHOMA CALENDAR • FEB. 18 TO MARCH 24

Avett Brothers, Pink, Steve Winwood, Lorde Among the Top Acts Coming to Tulsa in March
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More Bank for Your Buck

Free Small Business Checking

New Name. Same Bank.

Ask us about fraud ID protection

Cooking Class: Cook-
ing with Vegetables

Cancer Treatment Centers 
of America 
5:30 p.m.
Visit cancercenter.com 
for more information.

Drawing on Memories
Philbrook Museum of Art 
10 a.m.
Visit alz.org for more info.

Magic Men Live
BOK Center
7 p.m.
Visit bokcenter.com for more 
information.

Easton Corbin
Hard Rock Hotel & Casino
7 p.m.
Visit hardrocktulsa.com for 
more information.

Alanis Morissette
Hard Rock Hotel & Casino
7 p.m.
Visit hardrocktulsa.com for 
more information.

Olivia Newton-John
Hard Rock Hotel & Casino
7 p.m.
Visit hardrocktulsa.com for 
more information.

Spring Break Movie
Owasso Library
2 – 3:30 p.m.
 Visit tulsalibrary.org for more 
information.

The Avett Brothers
Cox Business Center
8 p.m.
Visit coxcentertulsa.com for 
more information.

Earth, Wind & Fire
River Spirit Casino
8 p.m.

Visit riverspirittulsa.com for 
more information.

Johnny Mathis
River Spirit Casino
8 p.m.
Visit riverspirittulsa.com for 
more information.

Chicago
River Spirit Casino
8 p.m.
Visit riverspirittulsa.
com for more infor-
mation.

Steve Winwood
River Spirit Casino
8 p.m.
Visit riverspirittulsa.com for 
more information.

Pink 
BOK Center
7:30 p.m.
Visit bokcenter.com for more 
information.

WWE Live
BOK Center
7:30 p.m.
Visit bokcenter.com for more 
information.

Toby Mac
BOK Center
7 p.m.
Visit bokcenter.com for more 
information.

Lorde
BOK Center
7 p.m.

Visit bokcenter.com for more 
information.

Drawing on Memories
Gilcrease Museum
10 a.m.
Visit alz.org for more info.

Jazz Night featuring 
Leon Rollerson
Gilcrease Museum
5:30 – 7:30 p.m.
Visit gilcrease.org for more 
information.

Funday Sunday
Gilcrease Museum
12 – 4 p.m.
Visit gilcrease.org for more 
information.

Spring Break Family 
Drop In Days
Gilcrease Museum
1 – 4 p.m.
Visit gilcrease.org for more 

information.
Meeting of the 
Oklahoma 
Striped Bass 
Association
Zebco Cafeteria
7 – 9 p.m.
Visit facebook.
com/oklahomas-
tripedbass for 
more information.

Big 12 Wrestling 
Championship
BOK Center
Visit bokcenter.com for more 
information.

Big 12 Wrestling 
Championship
BOK Center
Visit bokcenter.com for more 
information.

Puttin’ on the Dog
Cox Business Center
6 – 9 p.m.
Visit coxcentertulsa.com for 
more information.

Travels With Tulsans: 
The Natural 

Beauty of 
Tallgrass 
Prairie Pre-
serve
Central Library

6 – 9 p.m.
Visit tulsalibrary.org 

for more information.

Idea Box: Illuminated 
Paper 
Central Library
All day
Visit tulsalibrary.org for info.

STEAM Workshop 
Central Library
2 – 3 p.m.
Visit tulsalibrary.org for more 
information.

Open Draw-
ing Studio 
Central Library
3 – 7 p.m.
Visit tulsalibrary.
org for 
more infor-
mation.

Books Sandwiched In: 
“Magpie Murders” 
Central Library
12:10 – 12:50 p.m.
Connie Cronley, author and 
commentator for KWGS 89.5 
Public Radio Tulsa, reviews 
“Magpie Murders” by Anthony 
Horowitz. Visit tulsalibrary.org 
for more information.

Idea Box: Historical 
Tulsa Escape Room
Central Library
All day
 Visit tulsalibrary.org for more 
information.

Robots in the 
Library
Central Library
4 – 5 p.m.
 Visit tulsali-
brary.org for more 
information.

Game Development for 
Teens
Central Library
2:30 – 4 p.m.
 Visit tulsalibrary.org for more 
information.

Minecraft Gaming
Central Library
2 – 3 p.m.

 Visit tulsalibrary.org for 
more information.

Teen Tech Escape 
Room: An Inventor 
Investigation
South Broken Arrow Library
6 – 7:30 p.m.
 Visit tulsalibrary.org for more 
information.

Healthy Brain, Healthy 
Mind for Seniors 
Bixby Library
1 – 2 p.m.
Visit tulsalibrary.org for more 
information.

Intro to Laser 
Engraving  
Central Library
1 – 2 p.m.
Visit tulsalibrary.org for more 
information.

Holy Family Cathe-
dral School Open 
House
Holy Family Cathedral 
School 
6 – 7 p.m.
Visit holyfamily-
cathedralschool.
org for more 
information.

Caregiving 101
LIFE Senior Services 
5:30 –7:30 p.m.
Visit  lifeseniorservices.org for 
more information.

Sharks Feed 
Show
Oklahoma Aquarium
11 a.m.
Visit okaquarium.org 
for more information.

Seth Lee Jones
The Colony
10 p.m.
Visit thecolony-
tulsa.com for more 
information.

St. Vincent Fear the 
Future Tour
Brady Theater
7 p.m.
Visit bradytheater.com for 
more information.

Darci Lynne and Friends
Brady Theater
7 p.m.
Visit bradytheater.com for 
more information.

Steve Aoki
Brady Theater
7 p.m.
Visit bradythe-
ater.com for more 
information.

Ganja White 
Night
Cain’s Ballroom
8 p.m.
Visit cainsball-
room.com for more informa-
tion.

Laughter Yoga
LaFortune Community Center 
1 – 2p.m.
Visit ifeseniorservices.org for 
more information.

Josh Abbott Band
Cain’s Ballroom
7 p.m.
Visit cainsballroom.com for 
more information.

Jeezy - Cold Summer 
Tour
Cain’s Ballroom
7 p.m.
Visit cainsballroom.com for 
more information.

Bob Wills Birthday 
Celebration
Cain’s Ballroom
6 p.m.
Visit cainsballroom.com for 
more information.

George Orwell’s 1984
Kendall Hall Chapman Stage 
2 p.m.
Visit artsandsciences.utulsa.edu 
for more information.

Golden Hurricane vs.
USF • 2 p.m.
Men’s Basketball
tulsahurricane.com for tickets.

Golden Hurricane vs.
UCF • 8 p.m.
Men’s Basketball
tulsahurricane.com for tickets.

Golden Hurricane vs.
Temple • 2 p.m.
Men’s Basketball
tulsahurricane.com for tickets.

Ignite Conference
Word of Life Church 
7 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

Four Chords and  
A Gun
Tulsa Project Theatre
8 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

Four Chords and  
A Gun
Tulsa Project Theatre
2 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

Four Chords and  
A Gun
Tulsa Project Theatre
2 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

Horszowski Trio with 
Masumi Per Rostad
Chamber Music Tulsa
3 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

Carnegie Hall Link 
Up: The Orchestra 
Sings Family Concert
Tulsa Symphony
3 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

The Road to Ellington
Sheridan Road
7:30 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

Finding Neverland
Celebrity Attractions
7:30 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

Author Brad Meltzer
Magic City Books
7 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

Finding Neverland
Celebrity Attractions
7:30 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

Brown Bag It: The 
Bart Center for 
Music
PAC Trust
12:10 p.m.
FREE event.

Finding Neverland
Celebrity Attractions
7:30 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

Finding Neverland
Celebrity Attractions
8 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

Into the Woods
Theatre Tulsa
8 p.m. • March 9-10
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

A Steady Rain
American Theatre Co.
8 p.m. • March 9-10
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

A Steady Rain
American Theatre Co.
2 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

A Steady Rain
American Theatre Co.
8 p.m. • March 15-16
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

Cinderella
Tulsa Ballet
8 p.m. • March 16-17
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

Rudy Maxa
Tulsa Town Hall
10:30 a.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

Mahler’s Symphony 
No. 4
Tulsa Symphony Classics
7:30 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.Cinderella

Tulsa Ballet
3 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

A Steady Rain
American Theatre Co.
8 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

Into the Woods
Theatre Tulsa
8 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

Into the Woods
Theatre Tulsa
2 & 8 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

Into the Woods
Theatre Tulsa
2 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

Finding Neverland
Celebrity Attractions
2 & 8 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

Finding Neverland
Celebrity Attractions
2 & 7 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

The Roots of Art
PAC Gallery
March 2-29
FREE exhibit.

Four Chords and  
A Gun
Tulsa Project Theatre
2 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

Four Chords and  
A Gun
Tulsa Project Theatre
8 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

Daniel Tiger’s Neigh-
borhood LIVE:  
King for a Day
Mills Entertainment
2 & 6 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

17

Tulsa Oilers
vs. Colorado
7:05 p.m. 
Visit tulsaoilers.com for more 
information.

Tulsa Oilers
vs. Wichita
7:05 p.m. 
Visit tulsaoilers.com for more 
information.

Tulsa Oilers
vs. Kansas City
7:05 p.m. 
Visit tulsaoilers.com for more 
information.

Tulsa Oilers
vs. Quad City
7:05 p.m. 
Visit tulsaoilers.com for more 
information.

Tulsa Oilers
vs. Quad City
7:05 p.m. 
Visit tulsaoilers.com for more 
information.

Tulsa Oilers
vs. Colorado
7:05 p.m.
Visit tulsaoilers.com for more 
information.

Tulsa Oilers
vs. Indy
4:05 p.m. 
Visit tulsaoilers.com for more 
information.

We Offer Health 
Savings Accounts

centralbank.net


	 Page 24	 BIXBY BREEZE	 February 2018

		  CALL 918-254-1515 FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION

AREA NEWS

Downtown Tulsa    918-GET-HERE

PREPARING TULSA’SPREPARING TULSA’S
TEACHERS

With qualified, well-prepared teachers in high demand, Oklahoma State 
University-Tulsa’s elementary education program is ready to meet the 
challenge. Our nationally-accredited program is guided by experienced 
faculty who are invested in the success of their students. Students learn 
research-based teaching strategies and apply them in extensive field 
experiences with mentorship by faculty and K-12 educators, so they 
graduate with the confidence and skills needed to step into any classroom. 
OSU-Tulsa offers: 

   • Scholarships for elementary education majors that may allow them 
      to graduate debt-free
   • Hybrid classes, a combination of on-campus and online, to 
      accommodate busy schedules while providing crucial interactive 
      learning engagements both online and in person.
   • Personal academic advising support from pre-admission to graduation

For more information about earning an OSU elementary education degree 
in Tulsa, visit OSUinTulsa.com/education. 

B.A. Names Citizen of the Year
By EMILY RAMSEY
Managing Editor

On Feb. 10, Broken Arrow Chamber of 
Commerce President and CEO Wes Smith-
wick was named Citizen of the Year at the 
Broken Arrow Chamber’s Awards Banquet.

“Wes was chosen due to his tireless efforts 
in advocating for the city of Broken Arrow,” 
says Eric Kehmeier, Broken Arrow Cham-
ber 2017 board chair. “He has also been a 
driving force in the partnership of the cham-
ber, city and school district to make sure our 
city is moving forward.”

That mentality of working together for the 
good of the city and “leaving our egos at the 
door and working together as a team,” has 
allowed the city to continue its upward tra-
jectory, says Smithwick. “We work hard to 
support each other in affecting change.”

One example of that “change” is the 
planned creation of an Innovation District 
that will involve partnerships with educa-
tional institutions and industries to help cre-
ate a skilled workforce, says Smithwick.

The district will be designed to bring to-
gether education with internship and job 
training programs and employment oppor-
tunities.

Smithwick, an Alabama native, has been 
president of the chamber since 2010.

Among Smithwick’s many accolades is 
that he is credited for leading the charge in 
the revitalization of downtown Broken Ar-
row, which began nearly seven years ago.

In April 2011, Smithwick chartered a bus 
to take 30 B.A. leaders and stakeholders to 
visit Dallas, Plano, Texas, and other cities 
that have successfully created thriving main 
streets and downtown areas, says Smith-
wick.

On the ride home, Smithwick led a discus-
sion on what the city’s vision should be for 
downtown.

“At the time, we had numerous disparate 
groups all wanting to help downtown move 
forward,” he recalls. 

However, the only way that downtown 
could successfully do that would be through 
the creation of a shared vision.

That discussion allowed all groups in-
volved to get on the same page, and “now, 
everything we saw on that trip is unfolding 
in the Rose District,” Smithwick says, such 
as mixed-use buildings, including the $18 
million, 120,000-square-foot development 
that will be constructed along Main Street, 

widened sidewalks, outside dining, land-
scaping, and a water feature.

“The Rose District has been the most ful-
filling thing in my career,” he says.

“To be so intimately involved in a project 
from inception to reality and to continue to 
be involved in where it’s going has been a 
privilege.”

In order to learn from other cities’ success-
es, Smithwick leads an annual Best Practic-
es trip for community leaders and stakehold-
ers. Last year, city members visited Carmel, 
Indiana, which was ranked the Most Livable 
City in the United States by USA Today. 
(Broken Arrow was No. 29.) 

Recently, the city has experienced a series 
of job expansion announcements, particu-
larly in the manufacturing sector, companies 
including Dover Artificial Lift ESP Systems, 
Russelectric, Alfa Laval and CymSTAR.

These announcements, far from coming 
about by happenstance, are due to strategic 
efforts to keep job growth happening, says 
Smithwick.

Most of these strategic efforts are focused 
on business expansion and retention, contin-
ues Smithwick, which are largely centered 
on building relationships and connecting 
them with needed resources.

“What many people don’t realize is that 
Wes has been behind the scenes in many of 
our economic development projects,” says 
Kehmeier. 

Most recently, that has included the down-
town mixed-use project as well as the 
Stoney Creek Hotel & Conference Center, 
which will grow area tourism and sales tax 
revenue, he says.

After an unsuccessful attempt by city of-
ficials to develop a conference center in the 
early-2000s, Smithwick and chamber staff 
focused their attention in 2012 on reviving 
the project.

The hotel and conference center opened in 
November.

The chamber saw the conference center as 
something the city needed, Smithwick says.

As Smithwick reflects on the development 
explosion that has taken place in north Bro-
ken Arrow, his future plans include continu-
ing to advocate for growth in south B.A.

Currently, 2,000 residential lots, mostly 
in south B.A., are under construction or are 
ready for construction; in addition, 45 per-
cent of Broken Arrow is still undeveloped. 

“My focus is to make sure that we continue 
our growth and build out the city.”

Miller Swim School to Expand

By RAEGAN DOUGHARTY
Contributing Writer 

The sun shined on rows of parked cars 
lining nearby neighborhood streets 

as community members gathered at the 
ground-breaking ceremony for the second 
location of Miller Swim School. The event 
was held in January by the Jenks Chamber 
of Commerce near the intersection of El-
wood Avenue and 91st Street in Jenks.

The second location will allow over 
2,000 students to be accommodated in the 
new facility, which is expected to open in 
October. The building will be 8,200 square 
feet and will house a 50,000-gallon pool.

Larry and Rita Miller, former Tulsa Pub-
lic Schools teachers and coaches, began 
teaching area children to swim in 1960 as 
a side job. Holding classes in a neighbor-
hood pool, the Millers quickly outgrew the 
available space, and the number of swim 
students snowballed until the couple ulti-
mately decided to move to a new facility. 

“We started teaching swimming lessons 
at an outdoor pool, and it filled up so fast, 
they didn’t want us to be there,” Larry said 
at the ceremony. 

The Millers used several different venues 
for three years before the number of stu-
dents became too great. The Millers con-
tinued to experience student growth until 

“One day, we woke up and said, ‘We’re 
going to build a swim school,’” said Larry.

The couple, who have been married for 
over 60 years, stood at the podium while 
machinery hummed in the background, 
preparing the site for building construc-
tion to begin. 

“We’re celebrating not just welcoming 
a new business into the Jenks communi-
ty but celebrating their investment in our 
community. Celebrating new jobs and 
opportunities for people closer to home,” 
said Jenks Chamber of Commerce Presi-
dent Josh Driskell.

Miller family members and Miller Swim 
School staff turned dirt as community 
members watched. The school’s mascot, 
Herbie the Hippo, was present as well. 

“We opened 22 years ago out on Mingo 
Road, and we’re excited to expand into 
southwest Tulsa and the Jenks communi-
ty,” Larry said. “Our current location does 
not allow us to adequately serve the peo-
ple of the Tulsa community as we should.”

Located at 6415 S. Mingo Rd. in Tulsa, 
the first Miller Swim School has been a 
part of the community since its construc-
tion in 1995. According to its website, the 
Tulsa location employs 35 people year 
round and trains approximately 200 life-
guards annually. The Millers say they have 
taught around 200,000 Tulsans to swim. 

GROUND-BREAKING DAY: Miller Swim School owners and staff turn the inaugu-
ral dirt with Jenks chamber and city officials and Herbie the Hippo, the Miller Swim 
School mascot, at the ground-breaking ceremony for the school’s second location. 

Gathering Place Welcomes Kids

INAUGURAL VISITORS: A Eugene Field Elementary student enjoys his trip down a 
slide in the Chapman Foundations Adventure Playground on Jan. 26. This visit marked the 
beginning of the student field trips that will take place through March.

ADVENTURE PLAYGROUND: A view of the eastern end of the Chapman Foundations 
Adventure Playground. The area includes a Richter playground, built by Richter Spielger-
ate in Germany. A total of 34,000 Tulsa-area elementary students will be welcomed to the 
playground through March.
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