
The C urier March
14

2018
Volume 18 Number 28

Guest speaker - (Pictured L-R) Susann Palamara, chair of Women’s Club of Ocean Pines, and John Bai-
ley, Ocean Pines general manager, are pictured during the club’s most recent meeting at the Community Center. Bai-
ley discussed the current state of Ocean Pines Association and answered questions.

St. John Neumann
to present
Tenebrae Service

Saint John Neumann Roman Catholic Church
in Ocean Pines will hold a Tenebrae service on
Sunday, March 25 at 5 p.m. This service provides
an opportunity for the Christian community to
meditate and reflect on the darkness of our Lord
Jesus Christ’s Passion. Traditionally, a Tenebrae
service takes place in a darkened church lit only
by candlelight. Each meditation revolves around
Christ’s suffering from the Last Supper to the
Crucifixion. The Tenebrae service at Saint John
Neumann will present periods of meditation and
music to commemorate these events. After each
period of meditation and music, a candle will be
extinguished, representing Jesus’ increasing sor-
row and fading life, until only the Christ candle
remains. When the Christ candle is extinguished
the church will be left in near total darkness; at-
tendants depart in contemplative silence.

This somber yet beautiful service recreates the
emotions of despair, sorrow, agony, humiliation,
and pain that Jesus experienced on the road to
Calvary. The service, entitled “Lamentations of
the Lamb: A Service for Tenebrae” written by
Pamela Stewart and John Purifoy will be offici-
ated by Rev. Joseph Cocucci, and music directed
by Josephine Cover. The Saint John Neumann
Adult Choir will perform alongsidemusicians Ca-
role Lohmann on piano, Sally Hendon on flute,
Kristi Friese on cello, and Kelly Johnson-Harvey
on oboe. A goodwill offering will be accepted at
the door.

Easter Service to be held
An Outdoor Sunrise Service will be held

Easter Sunday, April 1 at 6:30 a.m. at Assateague
Island State Park located at 6915 StephenDecatur
Hwy, Berlin, MD. Follow the directional signs to
the pavilion. Bring lawn chairs and dress warmly.
Breakfast follows the service at Bethany United
Methodist Church located at 8648 Stephen De-
catur Hwy. in Berlin. For more information,
call 410-641-2186.



Arts Council
seeks instructors

The Worcester County Arts
Council is once again planning
the annual Summer Arts
Camp. This program is de-
signed for children entering
grades three through eight.

At this time the Council is
looking for enthusiastic and cre-
ative teachers or art instructors
who are interested in conducting
art workshops during the week
of the program.

Interested instructors should
submit the Workshop Proposal,
available on the Arts Council’s
website no later than March 31.

For more information please
visit www.worcestercount-
yartscouncil.org or call Anna
Mullis, Executive Director
at 410-641-0809.
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Monday
Ocean Pines Poker Club
Poker players wanted in Ocean Pines
area for Monday evenings. Call 410-
208-1928.

Sweet Adelines
The Delmarva Sweet Adeline Chorus
meets from 7 to 9 p.m. in the Ocean
Pines Community Center. Call 410-
641-6876.

Monday/Tuesday
Sanctioned Duplicate Bridge
Open bridge games Monday at 12
p.m., Tuesday at 10 a.m. at OP Com-
munity Center. Call Mary Stover 410-
726-1795.

Tuesday
Families Anonymous
From 7 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. at room 37 in
the the Community Church at Ocean
Pines on Rte. 589. For more informa-
tion call Carol at 410-208-4515.

Tuesday/Thursday
Poker Players wanted for Gental-
men's Poker in North Gate area
Ocean Pines.Game played every
Tuesday & Thursday evening 5:45
p.m. to 10:45 p.m.on Pinehurst
Rd.Ocean Pines. Call 410-208-0063
for more information.

Wednesday
Kiwanis Club Meeting
Weekly meetings at 8 a.m. on
Wednesdays in the Ocean Pines
Community Center. Doors open 7
a.m.

Elks Bingo
Ocean City Elks in Ocean City (behind
Fenwick Inn) open at 5:30 p.m. Early
birds at 6:30 and bingo at 7 p.m. Call
410-250-2645.

Rotary Club
Ocean City/Berlin Rotary Club meet-
ings are held at 5:45 p.m. at the Cap-
tains Table in Ocean City. Contact
Stan.Kahn@carouselhotel.com.

Square Dancing
The Pinesteppers have introduction to
square dancing at the OP Community
Center at 7 p.m. Call Bruce Barrett at
410-208-6777.

AL-Anon/OP-West OC-Berlin
Wednesday Night Bayside Begin-
nings Al-Anon family meetings are
held at the Ocean Pines Community
Center at 7:30 p.m.

Thursday
Story Time
Stories, music and crafts at 10:30 a.m.
for children ages 3-5 at Ocean Pines
library. Call 410-208-4014.

Beach Singles
Beach Singles 45 for Happy Hour at
Harpoon Hanna’s at 4 p.m. Call Ar-
lene at 302-436-9577 or Kate at 410-
524-0649 for more activities.
BeachSingles.org.

Legion Bingo
American Legion in Ocean City opens
doors at 5:30 p.m., games begin at 7.
For information call 410-289-3166.

Gamblers Anonymous
Group meets at 8 p.m. at the Atlantic
Club, 11827 Ocean Gateway, West
Ocean City. Call 888-424-3577 for
help.

Friday
Knights of Columbus Bingo
Bingo will be held behind St. Luke’s
Church, 100th St. in Ocean City.
Doors open at 5 p.m. and games
begin at 6:30 p.m. Refreshments
available. Call 410-524-7994.

First Saturday
Creative Writing Forum
Every first Saturday of the month at 10
a.m. at the Berlin Library. Novice and
established writers gather to share
their fiction, non-fiction, and creative
writing projects. Program includes cri-
tiques and appreciation, market leads,
and writing exercises.

Women’s Club’s to
host fashion show

Celebrate Spring at a luncheon fashion show fundraiser
to be held on Thursday, April 5, from 11:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.
at The Bayside Skillet located at 7701 Coastal Highway in
Ocean City. For $35.00 per person, attendees will enjoy a
luncheon, fashions by Chico’s of West Ocean City, and raf-
fles. All proceeds will benefit theWomen’s Club scholarship
and community donations program.

Call 410-600-0552 or send email to soon-
erkay@gmail.com. Checks are payable toWCOP andmailed
to Kay Hickman, 82 Windjammer, Ocean Pines, MD 21811
no later than March 27. Indicate choice of entrée: (1)
Salmon with vegetable medley, (2) Caesar salad with grilled
chicken or (3) Tuna melt with side salad.

Fallen soldiers
to be honored

Vietnam Veterans Chapter #1091 located in Ocean City
is dedicating a memorial bench to the eight Worcester
County Veterans who gave their all during the VietnamWar.
The dedication is scheduled for March 30, at 11 a.m. at the
Worcester County VeteransMemorial in Ocean Pines. Fam-
ily, friends and the public are especially invited to attend this
dedication for these eight heroes.

Those who will be honored are PFC Barry H. Berger USA,
LCPL Frederick W. Bivens USMC, SP4 Charles L. Briddle
USA, SGT Michael E. Gordy USMC, PFC Alphonso L. Har-
mon USMC, PFC Lewis M. Haywood USA, SP4 Freddie
Marshall Jr. USA and MAJ Nutter J. Wimbrow lll USAF

Following the dedication, all are invited to attend a
“Welcome Home” Vietnam Veterans celebration at Ameri-
can Legion Post #166, 24th St. in Ocean City. For further
information contact Nelson Kelly 410-213-5228.

Arts Council offers
development grants

The Worcester County Arts Coun-
cil Grants Review Committee is seek-
ing applicants for local art projects to
be held in Worcester County be-
tween July 1 and December 31. Orga-
nizations holding art projects
and activities year-around or in both
of the six-month periods (July 1 – De-
cember 31 and January 1 – June 30)
may request grants which cover the
entire fiscal year of July 2018 through
the following June of 2019.

Proposed project must be spon-
sored or presented by incorporated in
Maryland not-for-profit, tax-exempt

organization and be open to the pub-
lic. Grant amount requested must be
matched one-for-one by organization
funds. Last fiscal year the Arts Coun-
cil awarded more than $30,000 to
local organizations through this pro-
gram.

Funding will support a wide vari-
ety of creative and innovative projects
that are of outstanding artistic qual-
ity and demonstrate community ben-
efit enhancing the lives of everyone
living and visiting the Worcester
County.

Applications must be received no
later than 2 p.m. on April 16, at the
Arts Council’s office located at 6 Jef-
ferson Street in Berlin. Application

forms and guidelines are available on
the Arts Council’s
website: www.worcestercount-
yartscouncil.org.

TheWorcester County Arts Coun-
cil’s Community Arts Development
Grants program is designed to assist
local community based groups pro-
duce and present arts activities in
Worcester County and is funded and
supported by theMaryland State Arts
Council.

For further information or assis-
tance, please call Anna Mullis, Exec-
utive Director of WCAC
at: 410-641-0809 or e-
mail: anna@worcestercount-
yartscouncil.org.

School safety to
be discussed

Worcester County NAACP will
host a community forum, “Keeping
Our Kids Safe,” on Thursday, March
15 at 6:30 p.m. at the Ocean Pines li-
brary. Steve Price, assistant superin-
tendent ofWorcester County Schools,
and a Sheriff’s Office representative
will present information on safety
procedures and answer attendees
questions.

Please plan to attend the discus-
sion. Call 443-944-6701 for more in-
formation.



By June Freeman
What was once a land of chicken

farms, a pig farm, a trailer park, or-
chards, farmlands and woods is now a
multimillion dollar resort community
known as Ocean Pines. The late 1960s

was ripe for building as the economy
was thriving and a new interest in sec-
ond homes and boating was brewing.

The first hint that a change was
coming was when the Eastern Shore

Times newspaper published a state-
ment hinting that the “Hog Skull” area
had attracted the interest of a buyer.

In 1968, Boise Cascade entered the
arena and purchased 3,500 acres of
land for $4 million, considered at the

time to be a bargain
price. Boise Cascade
proved to be innovative
and adept at marketing
strategies. Dozens of
pretty girls strolled along
the Ocean City beaches
trying to recruit poten-
tial buyers to attend a
seminar about buying
property in Ocean Pines.
Additionally, sales pre-
sentations included
Hawaiian luaus on the
beach, lavish dinners,
free food, drinks. The

hype did not stop there; paddle wheel-
ers, motor boats, air-boats, double
decker buses, limousines and dis-
counted flights into Ocean City airport
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Finale - Ocean City Film Festival staff and judges gather at Squarz Pizza Pub on
Sunday night to close out the festival and present awards. Left to right: judge Dan
O’Hare; filmmaker Rudy Childs; Joan Chak who acted in the People’s Choice Award
film, “Sisters;” festival artistic director William Strang-Moya; co-director Kristin Helf;
and Rina Thaler, executive director of the Art League of Ocean City.

From concept to reality
Ocean Pines makes its mark

please see ppiinneess  on page 15

D.A. Kozma Jewelers

Custom Designs
Personalized Service
Bridal Consultation

Prompt, friendly & Affordable Service

441100--221133--77550055    441100--552244--GGOOLLDD
www.dakozmajewelers.com

on Route 611 at Route 50 
in the Food Lion Shopping Center MD #2294

We buy Gold 
and Silver
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Leaf spot is a term used to describe
various diseases that affect the fo-
liage of ornamentals and shade
trees. According to the Missouri
Botanical Garden, the majority of in-
stances of leaf spot are caused by

fungi, though
some are the
result of bac-
teria. While
leaf spot can
contribute to
some defolia-

tion in a plant,
the Missouri Botanical

Garden notes that established plants
can tolerate near-complete defolia-
tion if it occurs late in the season or
less frequently than every year. How-
ever, small trees or those that are
newly planted are more vulnerable to
damage resulting from defoliation
than established trees. Damage from
leaf spot tends to occur in the spring,
when wet weather and wind splashes
and blows spores from fungi onto
newly emerging leaves. The spores
then germinate in the wet leaves, ul-
timately infecting them.  

Did You 

Know...

Recognition - On March 6, the Worcester County Commissioners presented a
proclamation recognizing March as Women’s History Month to Commission for
Women co-chairs Michelle Bankert and Liz Mumford and Friends of the Commission
for Women chair Eloise Henry Gordy.

Deadline approaches for 
CO alarms in some rentals

The deadline for installation of car-
bon monoxide (CO) alarms in some
rental properties is April 1, and the
Coastal Association of Realtors (CAR) is
reminding the public that alarms are
only required in properties that contain
a carbon monoxide source.

In 2016, the Maryland General As-
sembly passed House Bill 849 and its
companion Senate Bill 182. These bills
require the installation of carbon
monoxide alarms for any new and ex-
isting rental units that contain any fuel
burning equipment or wood burning
appliance, or has an enclosed attached
garage. They are not required in rental
dwelling units that are powered solely
by an electric power supply, as con-
firmed by the Office of the State Fire
Marshal.  

“There is a misconception that car-
bon monoxide alarms are now required
in absolutely all rental units in Mary-
land, and that’s just not true,” said CAR
President Joel Maher. “Unless the unit
is located within a municipality that re-
quires alarms in all rentals, the law only
applies if said unit contains a carbon
monoxide source. We have confirmed
this with Sen. Jim Mathias, who spon-
sored the Senate bill, as well as the Fire
Marshal. If there is no source of carbon
monoxide, there is no need for a carbon
monoxide alarm.”

According to the State Fire Marshal,
CO alarms must be installed outside of
each sleeping area and on every level to
include the basement in a building that
contains a CO source. Alarms may be
hardwired with a battery backup, or
battery powered with a 10-year tamper

resistant battery.
“We urge our members and all

rental management companies and
landlords to abide by this new law and
install the alarms,” Maher said. “The ab-
sence of an alarm in a rental containing
a CO source can lead to serious illness
or death. We know the safety of tenants
is of the utmost concern to all of our
members who manage rental proper-
ties.”

Visit www.coastalrealtors.org for
more information.

Sports Core Pool to 
close for maintenance

The indoor Sports Core Pool will be
closed March 25 through 29 for a
semi-annual full drain and cleaning as
well as to address routine maintenance
issues.

The closure, which occurs every
spring and fall, was originally sched-
uled to occur March 26 to 28, accord-
ing to Ocean Pines Aquatics Director
Colby Phillips. She said that the facility
will be closed two additional days to
allow for a recoating of the rubber
safety surfacing that surrounds the
pool to dry.

The Sports Core Pool will reopen
on Friday, March 30 at its regularly
scheduled time: at 6 a.m. for Ocean
Pines swim members and classes and
at 10 a.m. for the public. Aquatic
classes and programs are not sched-
uled to take place during the closure.

For more information, contact
Ocean Pines Aquatics at 410-641-
5255.

Aquatics to 
hold underwater 
egg hunt

Dozens of young divers and snorkel-
ers age 11 and under are expected to wade
into the indoor heated pool in Ocean
Pines on Friday, March 23 in search of
brightly colored “eggs-cellent” prizes dur-
ing the community’s annual Easter Egg-
stravaganza Dive and Pool Party.

“Who knew the Easter Bunny likes to
swim? Well, he does,” said Ocean Pines
Aquatics and Recreation Director Colby
Phillips. “Splash on in and gather up as
many Easter eggs as you can. This truly is
a fun event for all. We will also have a DJ
on hand spinning tunes, a jelly bean
counting contest and Easter themed col-
oring pages.”

The Sports Core Pool will be filled
with plastic Easter eggs for Ocean Pines
residents and guests to enjoy.

Swimmers will be divided into differ-
ent age groups to ensure everyone has a
chance to collect eggs.

Children under age six must have an
adult in the water with them. Life jackets
are available at no charge.

“The team has so much fun putting on
these types of events for the community
and seeing all the smiling faces,” said
Phillips.

The cost of the special event is $6 per
swimmer and $3 for non-swimmers. Pre-
registration is not required for the Easter
Egg-stravaganza Dive and Pool Party. For
more information, contact the Ocean
Pines Aquatics Department at 410-641-
5255.

RWWC to host 
dinner meeting

The Republican Women of Worcester
County will host a special March dinner
meeting on Thursday, March 22, at the
Atlantic Hotel in Berlin.  The speaker will
beNicolee Ambrose, a Republican grass-
roots activist, political commentator and
statewide elected Republican National
Committeewoman for Maryland.  Nicolee
represents Maryland to the Republican
National Committee (RNC), where she is
one of three votes from Maryland on is-
sues deciding the future of the national
Republican Party. The cost is $40 per
person and there is a choice of Crab Cake
or Filet Mignon.  Doors open at 5:30 p.m.
and dinner will be served at 6:30 p.m.
Limited seating.  To make your reserva-
tion and/or for more information, contact
Ann Lutz at annlutz60@gmail.com or at
410-208-9767.
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Subtle heritage
Saturday is St. Patrick’s Day, a

day of Irish pride enjoyed by those
of Celtic descent and those who want
to be, at least for the day.

Although I have an Italian last
name I grew up in an American fam-

ily where the traditions of the “Old
Country” were never a visible part of
daily life. Aside from the vowel at
the end of my last name, I didn’t
have an obvious connection with my
European ancestors. If I’ve counted
correctly, I am a third generation
American; my parents and grand-
parents were born in the United
States. It was my great-grandpar-
ents who emigrated from Italy and
France, traveling steerage to come to
the New World.

English was always spoken in our
home and the homes of my grand-
parents and friends. Ethnicity was
never an issue growing up. Looking
back there could be a not-so-
subtle reason for this,
having grown up with
friends who had
last names such
as Curcillo, Far-
done, Armellini,
Falcone, De-
Marco, Buonomo,
Covone and Mas-
tracco? And al-
though there
were a sprin-
kling of McDer-
motts, McDades
and Webers they
were a definite mi-
nority.

We ate a lot of spaghetti and
meatballs in my house as well as
chicken cacciatore and eggplant
parmesan, a dish made routinely by
my grandmother and disliked in-
tensely by my brother and me. Can-
nolis from Termini Brothers Bakery
were a special treat sometimes
brought to the house by my grandfa-
ther who lived in South Philly. Ravi-
oli (not the Chef Boyardee kind) was
a favorite as was Italian cream cake.
Italian hoagies and pepper and egg

sandwiches were mainstays. The
music of Tony Bennett, Dean Mar-
tin, Perry Como, Rosemary Clooney
and Frank Sinatra, especially Sina-
tra, was the soundtrack of my youth.

The first time I was aware that
ancestral differences was
a thing, I was about eight
or nine when I overheard
an older kid who didn’t
have a vowel-ending sur-
name at the bus stop tell a
joke, or at least what he
thought was a joke.
“What happens when an

Eye-talian turns around? A day go.”
I had no idea why he and the person
he told were laughing. It made no
sense to me. When I got home from
school I retold the joke to my mother
who understood it but didn’t find it
funny.

There were a couple of vowel-
ending Philadelphians who rose to
fame during the 1970s. In politics it
was Frank Rizzo, the mayor often re-
ferred to as “paisan” and even Uncle
Frank. I believe he got the votes of
many if not all his Vowel-Crowd
constituents each time he ran. The
other was “Rocky Balboa” an under-
dog Italian fighter portrayed by

Sylvester Stallone.
During the noon
broadcast of Ac-
tion News, there
was a regular seg-
ment by the Green
Grocer, Joe Carc-
cione who
talked about
produce. When
his face ap-
peared on the
screen, all talk-
ing stopped so

that Gramps could
hear what fruit or veg-

etable wisdom old Joe had to im-
part. It usually wasn’t very long
after that Joe’s suggestions appeared
on our dinner table.

Although it’s fun to swell with
pride about my heritage from time
to time, I consider myself first and
always an American … who happens
to be Italian who loves pasta and
watching The Godfather movies.

So, even though this Saturday I
can’t wear a shirt emblazoned with
the proposition, “Kiss Me, I’m Irish”
I’m satisfied to kiss my wife who is.

It’s All About. . .
By Chip Bertino

chipbertino@delmarvacourier.com
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Homeowners should check
tree contractors’ credentials
After the recent late winter storms

and high winds, property owners
across Maryland are learning the ex-
tent of damage to their property.
In cases where the cleanup requires

a professional to handle the work,
theMaryland Department of Natural
Resources has a few important sug-
gestions homeowners should follow
before bringing in a contractor to
clear tree branches, limbs and other
debris.
OnlyMaryland Licensed Tree Ex-

perts should be hired to trim
branches and remove damaged and
downed trees, they are the only tree
care professionals who lawfully can
perform this work in Maryland.
Before a contractor begins work,

homeowners can verify the company
has a licensed tree expert on staff by
asking to see their license. The depart-
ment’s website also allows anyone to
check for the license number.

Licensed Tree Experts are required
to carry insurance that covers tree care
work. A company that states it
is “bonded and insured” but isn’t li-
censed is not only violating the law, it

may not have the proper coverage.
Other important recommendations

include:
-Obtainmore than one estimate for

the proposed work.
-Get a written contract that states

the work to be performed and the cost.
-Never pay the full amount before

all the work is completed as per the
written and signed contract.
Anyone who believes they’ve been

approached by an unlicensed business
advertising or practicing tree care
services in Maryland can contact
the Maryland Forest Service at 410-
260-8511 or file a complaint online.

Jill Ferrante, JAG president (center) presented the check along with members of the
JAG Executive Committee to Michael Franklin, FACHE, AGH president and CEO; Jack
Burbage, Campaign for the Future co-chair; Toni Keiser, AGH vice president of Public
Relations and Tammy Patrick, AGH development officer.

Advertising Sales
Professionals

The Courier, a weekly community newspaper seeks experienced advertising
sales individuals with strong interpersonal skills to build advertising relationships
and assist in publication growth.

You must be professional, well-spoken, deadline and customer oriented, and
highly motivated with strong communication and organizational skills. Work
from home. Must have vehicle and valid driver’s license.

Earn 30% sales commission. Open sales territory in Worcester, Wicomico
and lower Sussex counties. This is a key position with considerable income
growth potential. Enjoy flexible schedule.

Send cover letter and resume to
Chip Bertino at

chipbertino@delmarvacourier.com EOE

Auxiliary presents donation
The Hospital’s Junior Auxiliary

Group presented a check to Atlantic
General Hospital President and CEO
Michael Franklin at their recent
Bourbon and Bubbles fundraising
event as a pledge toward the Atlantic
General Hospital Foundation’s Cam-
paign for the Future. More than 80
members of the Junior Auxiliary
Group, along with family and
friends, joined together at restaurant
Rare and Rye to recognize the
group’s significant contribution to
the hospital’s $10 million philan-
thropic community support initia-
tive. This was the group’s second
installment towards their $25,000
pledge.
The Campaign for the Future will

allow Atlantic General Hospital to
complete $35 million in capital proj-
ects planned under the organiza-
tion’s 2020 Vision five-year strategic

plan. Among them is construction of
the new 18,000-square-foot full
service John H. “Jack” Burbage, Jr.
Regional Cancer Care Center, which
is set to be completed late spring of
2018, the completion of the women’s
health center in West Ocean City,
renovation of existing surgical facili-
ties and expansion of emergency
services within Atlantic General Hos-
pital as well as improvements to in-
patient care areas.

Club to hold fling
The public is invited to attend the

annual Ocean Pines Boat Club’s Spring
Fling dinner and dance on Sunday,
April 29, at BJ’s On theWater (75th St.
in Ocean City) at 6 p.m. Please contact
Nancy Engelke at 410/208-0314 for
information. The cost is $39 per per-
son for club members and $42 per
person for non-members.

EARLY BIRD SPECIAL
FOR TWO

$8 per entree
(dining in only)

Enjoy one of the following entrees between 3 - 5 p.m. Mon- Thurs.
Eggplant or Chicken Parmesan Spaghetti & Meatballs

Baked Cheese Ravioli
served with side of bread & a small salad

Present Coupon When Ordering Expires 3/31/18

Inside South Gate Ocean Pines 410-208-2782



March 14, 2018 The Courier Page 7

Cookie Platters Irish Soda Bread!
Homemade Soups

OOppeenn  aatt  66  aa..mm..  eevveerryyddaayy!!
SSeerrvviinngg  BBrreeaakkffaasstt  aanndd  LLuunncchh

11304 Manklin Creek Rd 
Southgate - Ocean Pines

(Manklin Creek & Ocean Pkwy)

Winter Hours: 
Open 6 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

Daily

RTE. 589
O.P. South
Gate Entrance

OCEAN PKWY
A Bagel
and.. Ma

nk
lin

 C
re

ek

AAAA    BBBBAAAAGGGGEEEELLLLaaaannnndddd ............
Free 

Wireless 
Internet

Annapolis visit - Nine members of the Republican Women of Worcester
County attended "Red Scarf Day" in Annapolis on February 20.  They were greeted by
Delegate Mary Beth Carozza (pictured, center) and were given a tour of the State
House.  

Italian festival scheduled
If you are a local resident or visiting

the area on Saturday, March 24, you
are invited to stop by St. Andrews
Catholic Church located at 144th St. in
Ocean City for Italian food, music and
fun. The festival runs from 11 a.m. to 6
p.m. Admission is free.
The Sons and Daughters of Italy

Ocean City Lodge 2474 created the an-
nual festival to raise money for local
charities and for scholarships to local
high school students.
In the past, the lodge has donated

monies to G.O.L.D of Worcester

County, The Justin House in Bethany
Beach, Diakonia, Home of the Brave
and St Luke’s Catholic Church. Also,
each year three students of Italian de-
cent receive $1,500 scholarships each.
Attendees can purchase authentic

Italian specialties of ravioli with meat-
balls or sausage, meatball and sausage
subs, homemade minestrone soup,
zeppole, cannoli, and homemade
desserts. 
While dining, attendees will be

treated to the music of the “Mario
Monaldi Band.”

Future panel to highlight historic 
African American community
Those traveling through the Flower

Street area will soon be greeted by a
new interpretive sign mapping the de-
velopment of the Briddletown com-
munity east of the Town of Berlin. 
After receiving a request from a

Briddell family descendant, Worcester
County Tourism Director Lisa Chal-
lenger enlisted the aid of Paul Touart,
local architectural historian and au-
thor of “Along the Seaboard Side: The
Architectural History of Worcester
County,” to develop the sign. This
panel will be part of a series of markers
that identify African American people
and places significant to Eastern Shore
history. The Briddletown panel will be
installed near two existing panels
erected east of Berlin that recount the
Germantown School Community Her-
itage Center and the home of Isaiah

“Uncle Zear” Fassett, a freed slave who
became the second to last living Civil
War soldier in Maryland. 
Sandra Briddell Dublin and Sharon

Bridell Fowlis, descendants of George
and Martha Briddell, initially pro-
posed the land marker in a June 2017
letter in which she recounted, “There
were numerous land purchases in the
area of Berlin post slavery by Briddell
descendants. The slave owners spelled
their name Bredell. The slave descen-
dants, however, spelled and continue
to spell their surname as Briddell.” 
Land records indicate that the his-

tory of Briddletown dates back to
1866, following the close of the Civil
War. Thirteen individual property ti-
tles – for parcels ranging in size from
one to four acres lined the main road

please see hhiigghhlliigghhtt on page 15
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Hospice asks community to make
‘twiddle muffs’ for their patients

Coastal Hospice is asking the com-
munity to pitch in and make “twiddle
muffs” to comfort hospice patients
with Alzheimer’s disease and demen-
tia.

A twiddle muff is a knitted, cro-
cheted, or fabric tube decorated with
accessories such as ribbons and but-
tons. Many people with dementia ex-
perience changes to their
personalities, one of which is to be-
come increasingly agitated. By keeping
patients’ hands and minds busy,
the muffs have a positive, calming ef-
fect and also encouragemovement and
brain stimulation.
A woman whose grandmother was

becoming increasingly frustrated
when she could no longer work with
her hands initially developed twiddle
muffs more than 20 years ago. Today,
twiddle muffs are being used effec-
tively in nursing homes, hospices, and
hospitals to soothe agitation and keep
dementia patients entertained.

“Not only are twiddle muffs good
for patients with dementia, they are
also fun to make,” Sally Rankin, Man-
ager of Volunteer Services for Coastal

Hospice, said. “As a crafter myself, I
always have bits of leftover yarn
around, and making a muff is a great
way to use up those bits and pieces.
And you can get so creative decorating
them with buttons, bows, strings,
small bells, and other objects that can
be twiddled.”

Patterns for twiddle muffs are
available online at several sites includ-
ing www.ravelry.com/patterns/li-
brary/twiddle-muff or www.theyarnlo
op.com/article/knit-for-dementia-
patients-free-twiddlemuff-pattern.
Rankin points out the there are

specific ways that twiddle muffs
should bemade so they are useable for
dementia and Alzheimer’s patients.

“If anyone has any questions about
how to properly make twiddle muffs,
we encourage them to talk to us before
they start the project,” Rankin said.
“We will be happy to help or evenmeet
to show examples of what we need and
what works best for our patients. We
also have a Berlin crafters group that
is experienced in making twiddle

Secretary Dawn Hodge; Outgoing Social Chair Patricia Ilczuk-Lavanceau; President
Jill Ferrante; Vice President Bridget Desaulniers; Social Chair Rebecca Taylor; Mem-
bership Chair Sandy Gillis; Treasurer Madalaine How.

On February 6, the Atlantic Gen-
eral Hospital Junior Auxiliary Group
held a newmember recruitment social
and installation of officers at Touch of
Italy in Ocean City.
During the event, the group’s exec-

utive committee was recognized in
front of the potential new members
and former members for their hard
work and dedication to JAG and its
mission. The mission of JAG is to in-
crease community awareness of At-
lantic General Hospital and its
associates through fun, fellowship,
family-oriented activities and

fundraising. The group was formed in
1998 as a sub-group of the Atlantic
General Hospital Auxiliary.
If you are interested in joining or

learning more about JAG, please visit
our website at http://www.atlantic-
general.org/Volunteer/Junior-Auxil-
iary-Group.aspx or contact Toni
Keiser, Vice President of Public Rela-
tions at AGH, at tkeiser@altanticgen-
eral.org or call 410-641-9678.

AGH Aux. holds event

please see mmuuffffss  on page 15

Casino trip planned
The public invited to join members

of the Ocean Pines Boat Club on
their Thursday, April 19 bus trip to the
Harrington Casino. The cost is $20 per
person which includes $15 Slot Play
and a $7 food voucher good towards
the lunch buffet. The luxury bus will
leave from the Ocean Pines Yacht Club
parking lot at 10 a.m. and return at
about 5 p.m. Seating is limited to the
first 56 reservations.
If interested, please contact Tom or

Barbara Southwell at 410 / 641-5456.

Craft club to meet
The next meeting of the Pine’eer

Craft Club is Thursday, March 15 at the
Ocean Pines Community Center.  The
meeting begins at 10 a.m.  The craft for
the month is Eastern treat baskets for
Meals on Wheels.  Guests are welcome.
For more information call Barb at 410-
208-2944.

Safe boating 
course offered
Ocean City Power Squadron, a unit

of the United States Power Squadrons,
will present America’s Boating Course.
The boating course will be given at the
Ocean Pines Library. The first class
will begin on March 26.
This is a nine-hour course and will

be given on four consecutive days
starting on Monday, March 26 and
continuing on March 27, 28 and 29.
This includes a review and exam on the
last day.  On the first day registration
will be at 6 p.m., followed by the class
starting at 6:30 p.m. the same evening.
The course will be from 6:30 p.m. to
9p.m. each evening.  There is a mini-
mal $15 fee for the course and mate-
rial.  Middle School and High School
students are free.
Anyone born after July 1, 1972

must satisfactorily complete a safe
boating class to operate a recreational
vessel or personal watercraft in the
State of Maryland. Successfully taking

please see bbooaattiinngg  on page 15
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Ireland is a small island nation, but
its diminutive size does not mean it
does not have a storied history. Celtic
influences and Christianity have
played a strong role in helping Ireland
become what it is today.

Prior to the arrival of Christianity,
there was not much written history of
Ireland, as much information was
passed through rich but spoken tales.
It is believed the Celtic culture
began to evolve in Ireland be-
tween 800 and 400 BC. The an-
cient Celts were various tribes
living in several parts of Europe
north of the Mediterranean. Al-
though it is easy to imagine
Celtic warriors invading Ireland
like the Vikings and Normans
did many years later, historians
believe the Celts integrated their
customsmore gradually through
trade and travel. The last of the
Celts to arrive in Ireland, the
Goidelic and Gaelic, are perhaps
best known for their influences
on the country.

St. Patrick is revered and
celebrated for bringing Christi-
anity to Ireland, but in his book,
“The Story of Ireland,” Irish author
Neil Hegarty states that early Chris-
tians were most likely Britons who
were brought to Ireland as slaves. In
431 AD, Bishop Palladius arrived from
Rome to minister to any “Irish believ-
ing in Christ.” However, St. Patrick is
more widely credited with bringing
Christianity to Ireland.

Proximity to Britain put Ireland in
the eyes of the monarchy. In 1167,
Anglo-Normans under the direction of
England’s King Henry II were able to

take possession of the island. When
Henry VIII became king in 1541, Ire-
land became formally united under the
British crown.

The area that would eventually be
called Northern Ireland has seen its
share of conflict. In 1601, Scottish
farmers, craftsmen and other settlers
arrived at the port of Donaghadee to
create the Plantation of Ulster, a

British (Protestant) settlement. Gaelic
landowners were expelled, and this
area would be in turmoil for a century
to come.

An effort to regain an Irish-con-
trolled country and one that supported
Catholicism became a common theme
in Irish history. The Irish Catholic
Confederation was one attempt to do
just that, as was the Irish Rebellion of
1798. In 1829, Daniel O’Connell’s
Catholic Association frightened the

please see iirriisshh on page 15

STEVEN W. RAKOW
A t t o r n e y  a t  L a w

General Practice / Civil Litigation / Criminal Defense
Contracts / Construction Law / Traffic

441100--660000--33007755
www.STEVERAKOWLAW.COM

All Major Credit Cards Accepted
STEVE@STEVERAKOWLAW.COM

� Past President, Worcester County Bar Association
� Former Assistant State’s Attorney, Worcester County
� Retired Marine Officer  � 21 Years Legal Experience

Events that helped 
shape Ireland 

Answers for Mar. 7
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Getting into character - The second grade students in Abby Harrison’s
class at Ocean City Elementary researched a famous American on which to write a bi-
ography report. They dressed as their famous American during their class biography pre-
sentations.

New Maryland business
express website unveiled

Inspired by Governor Larry Hogan’s
RegulatoryReformCommission recom-
mendations, theMarylandStateDepart-
ment of Assessments and Taxation
(SDAT)hasunveiledMarylandBusiness
Express, a new website that will make it
easier for Maryland’s small business
owners and entrepreneurs to plan, start,
manage, andgrow their business.Acces-
sible at businessexpress.maryland.gov,
the new site combines information pre-
viously spread across many state agen-
cies into one, easy-to-navigate site,while
alsoproviding a clear outline of the steps
involved in starting a business.

Maryland Business Express also fea-
tures adigital assistant designed to com-
municate with and deliver guidance to
Marylanders 24 hours a day, 7 days a
week. This “Chatbot” is the first of its
kind to be used by any state government
specifically for business purposes.

“Since taking office, our administra-
tion has been committed to ensuring
Maryland isOpen forBusiness, andsince
that time,wehavebecomeoneof the top
states in the country for entrepreneurial
business growth,” said Governor Larry
Hogan. “Now, Maryland Business Ex-
presswillmake it easier thanever to start
a business, andwill provide quick access
to the many tools and resources that
Maryland agencies have to offer to sup-
port our small business job creators.”

The site’s layout is basedon theques-
tions most commonly asked by existing
business owners and aspiring entrepre-
neurs, and contains four main sections:
Plan, Start,Manage, andGrow.ThePlan
and Start sections list orderly steps that
guide entrepreneurs through theprocess
of developing a business plan, register-
ing a business, and applying for tax ac-
counts and licenses. The Manage and

Grow sections help business owners re-
main in good standing, make legal
changes to their business, and find addi-
tional programs that best fit their needs.

“Our Department’s goal is to allow
Marylanders to interact with the state
any time it’s convenient for them, and
the newMarylandBusiness Expresswill
move us closer to that goal than ever be-
fore,” saidSDATDirectorMichaelHiggs.
“This new website will be a tremendous
benefit to Maryland’s business commu-
nity, and the feedback we receive will
allowus to continually update content to
better suit their needs.”

The new site was officially unveiled
today at the Hogan administration’s
public cabinet meeting in Calvert
County.

Over thepast fewyears, SDAThas fo-
cused on making government services
more accessible to thehundredsof thou-
sandsofMarylandbusinesses that inter-
act with the Department annually.
Recent efforts to provide more services
online have resulted in dramatic im-
provements in processing times, includ-
ing a reduction from 10 to four weeks to
start a business. Today, more than 50
percent of all documents are filedonline,
40percent ofwhichoccuroutsideofnor-
mal business hours and 20 percent of
which are done through amobile device.
SDAT’s online services process more
than 250,000 transactions annually.

The newMarylandBusiness Express
is another step toward allowing cus-
tomers to interactwith the state any time
it’s convenient for them. The site and
Chatbot are currently in betamode, and
as users type in questions and submit
feedback through the customer experi-
ence survey,Marylandagencieswill con-
tinue to improve the content.

Hill named Crafter of the Month
The Pine’eer Craft Club has rec-

ognized Kathy Hill as its Crafter of
the Month for March. Kathy cur-
rently lives in
Sykesville, MD. with
her husband. They are
part time residents of
Ocean Pines. She is a
high school Family and
Consumer Sciences
teacher at Winters Mill
High School in West-
minster, MD.

As a hobby Kathy
started a business
called “Kathy’s Cre-
ations,” where she has
created a wide variety of artistic de-
signs including painting interior
home pieces, mosaic mirrors, floral
arrangements, jewelry, and her per-
sonal creation the “Twirley,” for her
infinity scarves. Kathy says design-

ing jewelry for wedding parties, per-
sonalized “Thank You” cards, as well
as personalized home interior de-

sign is also something
she enjoys. Another
hobby she enjoys is
teaching fitness
classes and golf.

A wide variety of
Kathy’s creations may
be found on display in
the gift shop opposite
the Community Cen-
ter.

The Pine’eer Artisan
and Gift Shop is

opened throughout the
year, Saturdays 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. and
Sundays 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. The shop
features jewelry, stitchery, doll
clothes, baby items, shell creations,
glass and a potpourri of hand
crafted items for purchase.

Kathy Hill

Professional Plan ConsultantTM

Investment Advisor Representative

CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER T

Securities and advisory services offered through National Planning Corporation (NPC), Member FINRA/SIPC, a Registered Investment Advisor.
M and H, Phyllis R. Mitchell Financial Services, Inc. and NPC are separate and unrelated companies.

**  ttiiddee  iiss  ffoorr  OOcceeaann  CCiittyy  FFiisshhiinngg  PPiieerr..  AAdddd  ttwwoo  hhoouurrss  ffoorr  IIssllee  ooff  WWiigghhtt  ttiiddee
TTTTiiiiddddeeee     aaaannnndddd    SSSSuuuunnnn    CCCChhhhaaaarrrrtttt

Wed., Mar. 21

Thur., Mar. 15

Fri., Mar. 16

Sat., Mar. 17

Sun., Mar. 18

Mon., Mar. 19

Tues., Mar. 20

DDAATTEE HHIIGGHH  TTIIDDEE
6:59 a.m.
7:12 p.m.
7:40 a.m.
7:54 p.m.

8:20 a.m.
8:35 p.m.

9 a.m.
9:17 p.m.

3:30 a.m.
3:49 p.m.
4:15 a.m.
4:30 p.m.
5:04 a.m.
5:16 p.m.

12:40 a.m.
1:16 p.m.

2:05 a.m.
2:32 p.m.      

2:47 a.m.
3:09 p.m. 

9:42 a.m.
9:59 p.m.
10:23 a.m.
10:43 p.m.
11:07 a.m.
11:32 p.m.

7:11 a.m. 7:07 p.m.

7:10 a.m. 7:08 p.m.

7:08 a.m. 7:09 p.m.

7:07 a.m. 7:10 p.m.

7:05 a.m. 7:11 p.m.

7:04 a.m. 7:12 p.m.

7:02 a.m. 7:13 p.m.

LLOOWW  TTIIDDEE SSUUNNRRIISSEE SSUUNNSSEETT

1:23 a.m.
1:54 p.m.         
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800-427-0015

Over 4,000 New Natural Gas
Customers and Growing!

Countries with the largest Irish populations
Irish roots grow strong and wide

beyond the Emerald Isle. Emigration
has been a key component of Irish his-
tory, not only shaping the homeland
itself, but impacting the development
of the countries in which the Irish have
settled.

St. Patrick’s Day is such a global af-
fair thanks to the millions of people of
Irish descent who have brought their
culture to various areas around the
world.

Outside of Ireland, there are many
countries that boast large percentages
of their population who can trace their
lineage back to Ireland. Since 1800, it
is estimated some 10million Irish em-
igrated from Ireland. The Irish gov-
ernment says that 70 million people
across the globe can claim Irish her-
itage or ancestry, a mighty accom-
plishment for an island that boasts
only six million people.

This Irish diaspora has interested
historians for decades. Perhaps one of

the largest emigrations of Irish people
occurred during The Great Hunger,
also known as The Great Potato
Famine, when disease and starvation
decimated the Irish population. Many
left Ireland between 1845 and 1849 as
a result of this famine. During this
time, it is believed that Ireland’s pop-
ulation decreased by 20 to 25 percent
due to mortality and emigration.

The Department of Foreign Affairs
as well as individual countries’ census
bureaus have tracked fluctuations in
populations, including Irish immi-
grants. Here is a look at the countries
that boast the largest Irish populations
as of 2015, courtesy of the United Na-
tional Department of Economic and
Social Affairs. These figures account
for Irish citizens and foreign-born of
Irish ancestry.

1. United Kingdom: With around
500,000 people of Irish descent, the
UK, Ireland’s closest neighbor, is
home to more people of Irish heritage
than any country other than Ireland it-
self. Most live in Northern Island and
surrounding British Isles.

2. United States: The United States

has long been and remains a
popular destination for Irish
immigrants. Around
130,000 people claim Irish
heritage across the United
States. The U.S. Census Bu-
reau’s 2014 American Com-
munity Survey reveals
details on where the Irish
tend to congregate in Amer-
ica, with the largest pockets
in the Northeast. Massachu-
setts is by far the most Irish
state in the nation. How-
ever, the community of
Breezy Point/Rockaways in
Queens, NY, is the neighborhood with
the highest percentage of Irish Ameri-
cans.

3. Australia: Australia is home to
the third largest population of people
of Irish descent not living in Ireland,
with roughly 10 percent of the popula-
tion tracing their heritage back to the
Emerald Isle. The Sydney Opera
House becomes illuminated in green
each year in honor of St. Patrick’s Day.

4. Canada: This North American
country also has its fair share of peo-

ple with Irish ancestry. Canada boasts
33,530 people who trace their heritage
back to Ireland.

5. Spain: Rounding out the top five,
Spain has a considerable Irish popula-
tion, with around 14,000 people
claiming Irish heritage. In fact, a re-
gion of Spain that becamemodern day
Galicia is considered the seventh of the
original Celtic nations.

Those of Irish heritage have settled
all across the world, helping to spread
the culture of Ireland far and wide. the
Irish have settled.

Advertising Sales
Professionals

The Courier, a weekly community
newspaper seeks experienced ad-
vertising sales individuals with
strong interpersonal skills to build
advertising relationships and assist
in publication growth.

You must be professional, well-spo-
ken, deadline and customer ori-
ented, and highly motivated with
strong communication and organi-
zational skills. Work from home.
Must have vehicle and valid driver’s
license.

Earn 30% sales commission.
Open sales territory in Worcester,
Wicomico and lower Sussex coun-
ties. This is a key position with con-
siderable income growth potential.
Enjoy flexible schedule.

EOE

Send cover letter and resume to
Chip Bertino at

chipbertino@delmarvacourier.com
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To place your business card call
410-641-6695

E L E C T R I C I A N

D E N T I S T R Y J E W E L E R T I T L E S E R V I C E S

H O M E I M P R O V E M E N T

W R I T I N G S E R V I C E S

A T T O R N E Y S
Waterfront Electrical Service � Hot Tubs & Spas

Residential � Commercial � Interior & Exterior Lighting
Service Upgrades � Phone/Data/TV Lines � Ceiling Fans

J.T. Novak, LLC
Electrical Contracting

Prompt Service at Reasonable Rates
P.O. Box 1464
Berlin, MD 21811

Phone: 410-208-3052
Mobile: 443-235-5544

Master Electrician MD � VA � DE � PA

STEVEN W. RAKOW
A t t o r n e y a t L a w

441100--660000--33007755
www.STEVERAKOWLAW.COM

STEVE@STEVERAKOWLAW.COM

DDDD IIII RRRR EEEE CCCC TTTTOOOO RRRR YYYY
Service

Jean Marx
443-880-0045
jmarx.timeflys@gmail.com
www.timeflysbooks.com

Publishing, Memoirs & More!

PAUL’S HOME IMPROVEMENTS
AAllll  pphhaasseess  ooff  hhoommee  iimmpprroovveemmeennttss

No job too small - No job too large
Handyman Home Services
Over 40 years experience

410-641-7548
Free Estimates

MHIC #83501

Gerard Ott, D.M.D., PA
Jeremy Masenior, D.D.S.

FFaammiillyy  DDeennttiissttrryy
1 Pitts Street

Berlin, Maryland 21811

(410) 641-3490

D.A. Kozma Jewelers

Custom Designs
Personalized Service
Bridal Consultation

441100--221133--77550055    
441100--552244--GGOOLLDD

www.dakozmajewelers.com
on Route 611 at Route 50 in the Food Lion Shopping Center

The sights of Ireland: 
The monastic city of Clonmacnoise 

Ireland is home to many breathtaking sights and places of historical import.
Visitors to the country often lament upon leaving that they simply did not have
enough time to see all that Ireland has to offer.

One place of historical significance and stunning beauty
that first-time visitors to the Emerald Isle may overlook is
the monastic city of Clonmacnoise. Located in the
Midlands region of Ireland, and therefore lacking the
coastal views of popular tourist attractions such as
the Cliffs of Moher and the Ring of Kerry, Clonmac-
noise nonetheless attracts visitors impressed by its
stone ruins and rich history.

Clonmacnoise was founded by St. Ciaron in the
mid-sixth century. Though Ciaron would succumb
to a plague within five years of founding the Clon-
macnoise, the site would become renowned as a place
of culture and learning. Situated along the River Shannon,
Clonmacnoise was ideally located and drew visiting scholars from all over the
world. 

Clonmacnoise was attacked frequently between the 8th and 12th centuries.
In addition, the growth of nearby Athlone as a center of commerce contributed
to the decline of the once-prominent city of Clonmacnoise.

But travelers who visit Clonmacnoise today will no doubt be impressed by
the ruins, which included well-preserved structures of Clonmacnoise Cathedral,
Temple Doolin, Temple Hurpan, and Temple Melaghlin.  

Volunteers needed 
for local nonprofit

Are you interested in volunteering
at a local non-profit that conserves the
Lower Eastern Shore’s open spaces,
natural heritage, and economy? Do
you love being outside and exploring
the beautiful landscapes? Join the
Lower Shore Land Trust on March 17
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Hazel
Outdoor Discovery Center to learn
about the volunteer stewardship pro-
gram and how Best Management Prac-
tices (BMPs) help to protect our
waterways and natural wildlife.

This information and training ses-
sion will provide you with information
on our organization, beneficial land
management practices, our monitor-
ing program and how you can be in-
volved. The day will be split up
between a presentation in the morning
followed by field training in the after-
noon. The training will teach you how

to be a volunteer monitor and what to
expect when you are in the field. This
training will also teach you about
BMPs used on our lands here on the
Eastern Shore and how they help keep
our waterways clean.

The Lower Shore Land Trust has
conserved over 20,000 acres of work-
ing farms, wildlife habitat and scenic
landscapes. As a small non-profit, the
organization relies on dedicated vol-
unteers and is looking for people to
help

Lunch and refreshments will be
provided. Sign up is required and you
can do so by calling the Lower Shore
Land Trust at (443) 234-5587 or by
e m a i l i n g
info@lowershorelandtrust.org.

The Discovery Center is located at
4025 Cooper Rd. in Eden, MD.
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transported potential clients from
Ocean City to the emerging commu-
nity of Ocean Pines.  
Boise Cascade circulated a

newsletter with the logo of a sailboat
and a slogan describing Ocean Pines
as “A New Private Ocean World of
Fun near Ocean City.”
The 1970s proved to be a lucra-

tive and busy time in the Pines. By
1971, four thousand two hundred
lots had been sold to eager buyers
from twenty-four states.  New build-
ings, amenities and social clubs
made it an attractive place to live.
During the span of the ten years, the
Beach Club, Swim and Racquet

Club, Equestrian Center, an eight-
een-hole golf course, a community
hall, the Yacht Club and Marina, the
Sports Core Pool and tennis courts
were constructed.
Ocean Pines’ growing pains esca-

lated as the population mush-
roomed.   In 1984, Chase Bank
purchased 800 acres of undevel-
oped land in Ocean Pines.  Ed
Moran who was hired by Chase
Bank as an independent contractor,
and worked with Ocean Pines for
ten years, described this time period
as a very complicated one.  
According to Moran, builders

had to overcome many hurdles in-
cluding doubling the size of the
water treatment facilities, modifying
pumping stations, contending with

the spiraling  cost and complexities
associated with wetlands. Continual
negotiations, turnover agreements,
amended agreements, and pressure
from people who did not want
change made for a difficult process. 
Moran explains that the positive

outcome from this turmoil was that
Ocean Pines expanded naturally and
found its own level of growth.
Then in 1985 building in Ocean

Pines came to a screeching halt.  A
moratorium was put in place on all
new building. It took three years
and four months before building
could resume.
At the turn of the century,

growth within the community con-
tinued with the construction of a
new playground, the Worcester

County Veterans Memorial Park, a
skate park, a farmers market, a dog
park, a new Yacht Club, new pickle-
ball and platform tennis courts.
Ocean Pines’ journey has been a

long and exciting one. It has grown
from being little more than a hand-
ful of houses in 1968 to being a com-
munity with approximately 8,450
houses as of this year.  Today Ocean
Pines is the largest residential com-
munity in Worcester County.  Hav-
ing received countless awards and
recognitions, it has earned the title
of “a premier resort community.” 

Editor’s Note:  Some material
for this article was gleaned from
Bud Rogner’s book, “History of
Ocean Pines 30th Anniversary Edi-
tion.”

hhiigghhlliigghhtt
from page 7

along Flower Street in and around the
Kitts Branch tributary of Trappe Creek
– make it possible to track the commu-
nity’s development. 
“Typically folks in the tourism indus-

try are considered storytellers, and we
think this is a chance to tell an important
story and also make some connections
between the existing historic sites in the
vicinity,” Challenger said. “I asked Paul
Touart to help us research the history
and develop a marker that will identify
this historic development.”
Both oral and written histories make

it possible to develop a factual narrative
for the panel. 
“This is very important work in our

community because all too often the his-
tory of African Americans on the shore
is lost,” Commissioner President Diana

Purnell said. The new Briddletown
marker should be completed and ready
for installation near the community cen-
ter on Flower Street by summer 2018.
“Historic markers identify heritage

sites of significance, such as the birth-
place of Reverend Dr. Charles Albert
Tindley, who penned ‘Stand By Me,’
which Ben E. King later made famous,
and ‘We Shall Overcome,’which became
the civil rights anthem,” Challenger said.
“Worcester County is home to coura-
geous individuals. Their contributions
are part of the fabric of our community.
These panels document segments of
Worcester County history that might
have gone untold and make that history
readily available to us today.”
On February 20, the Commissioners

approved the use of Tourism dollars of
up to $2,000 to fund the project. Learn
more about heritage sites in Worcester
County at http://visitworcester.org. 

bbooaattiinngg
from page 8

this class also satisfies the require-
ments for Delaware, Virginia and
Pennsylvania.
This course covers basic boat han-

dling, navigation, Federal and State
regulations, rules of the road, aids to
navigation, required equipment and
much more.
The importance of safe boating ed-

ucation is emphasized by the U.S.
Coast Guard Recreational Boating Sta-
tistics, which reveal that nationwide
between 2015 to 2016 deaths have in-
creased by 12% to 701 and the number
of accidents increased by 7.3% to
4,463.
For more information and a recom-

mended early registration call 410-
641-6535 or 410-641-8040.

mmuuffffss
from page 8

muffs, and anyone who is interested is
welcome to attend.”

Coastal Hospice’s knitting and cro-
chet group meets every otherWednes-
day at 1 p.m. in the upstairs room at A
Little Bit Sheepish, 2 S. Main St. in
Berlin. The next meetings are March
21 and April 4.
Information is also available by

phone from Coastal Hospice Volunteer
Services at 410-742-8732.

Twiddle muffs may be dropped off
during regular business hours at the
Coastal Hospice main office at 2604
Old Ocean City Road in Salisbury or at
Coastal Hospice at the Ocean at 10441
Racetrack Road, Taylorville Center, in
Berlin.

iirriisshh
from page 10

British with the threat of anarchy in
Ireland.  
The Easter Rising in 1916, which

seized key government buildings in
Dublin, would help set the course for
the Irish War of Independence. In this
uprising, the Irish Republican Army
fought against British security forces.
As a result of this uprising, Northern
Ireland, a small area of the island, was
partitioned to become a British-con-
trolled area. 
From 1916 to 1937, Ireland held

the status of a dominion. In 1937, a
new constitution was adopted and Ire-
land became a republic, though
Northern Ireland remained under

British control. Northern Ireland con-
tinued to be a conflict-driven portion
of the island, and tensions boiled over
when British soldiers shot 28 un-
armed civilians during a peaceful
protest on January 30, 1972, in Derry.
Known as “Bloody Sunday,” or the
“Bogside Massacre,” this incident was
just one of many significant events
that were ultimately referred to as
“The Troubles.”

More peaceful interactions have
occurred in recent years thanks in part
to the Good Friday Agreement signed
in 1998. Today, Ireland ranks among
the 25 wealthiest countries in the
world. Though Irish history has its fair
share of turmoil, the country has en-
dured and is today among the most in-
fluential nations in the world.  

Donation - The Republi-
can Women of Worcester
County (RWWC) have donated
$300 to the Friends of the
Worcester County Commission
for Women in support of the
Commission’s McGuffey Book-
worm Project. Each year, as part
of the RWWC’s focus on literacy
programs in Worcester County,
an annual donation is made to
support the McGuffey program
for younger readers in the
county. L-R Liz Mumford,
RWWC Literacy chair; Eloise
Henry-Gordy, Friends of the
Worcester County Commission
for Women Chair; and Michelle
Bankert, Worcester County
Commission for Women Chair.
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Lower Back
Pain Workshop

Find Out The Answers
To The Following:

� Single Biggest Mistake
Pain Sufferers Make

� How Back Pain Problems Can Cause
Pain, Numbness, Tingling in Legs

� 3 Most Common Causes Of Back Pain

� A Sure Way To Pick The
Right Treatment

Call 410-641-2900 To Reserve Your Spot

FREE Workshop
For The First 25 People

Saturday, March 24 10 a.m.
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