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Get FAA approved maintenance training at campuses 
coast to coast. Job placement assistance. 

Financial Aid for qualifying students. Military friendly. 

Call Aviation Institute of Maintenance
800-481-7894

AIRLINE 
CAREERS
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Miscellaneous Miscellaneous

Real Estate

Get FAA approved maintenance training at campuses 
coast to coast. Job placement assistance. 

Financial Aid for qualifying students. Military friendly. 

Call Aviation Institute of Maintenance
800-481-7894

AIRLINE 
CAREERS

25 TRUCK DRIVER 
TRAINEES NEEDED! 
Earn $1000 per week! 
Paid CDL Training!
Stevens Transport 
covers all costs! 
1 - 8 7 7 - 2 0 9 - 1 3 0 9 
drive4stevens.com

DENTAL Insurance
Physicians Mutual Insurance Company

A less expensive way to help get the dental care you deserve
If you’re over 50, you can get coverage for about 
$1 a day*

Keep your own dentist! You can go to any dentist 
you want

NO annual or lifetime cap on the cash benefi ts 
you can receive 

No wait for preventive care and no deductibles – 
you could get a checkup tomorrow

Coverage for over 350 procedures  including 
cleanings, exams, fi llings, crowns…even dentures

FREE Information Kit
1-877-308-2834
www.dental50plus.com/cadnet

 *Individual plan. Product not available in MN, MT, NH, NM, RI, VT, WA. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certificate of this type. Contact us for complete details 
about this insurance solicitation. This specific offer is not available in CO, NY; call 1-800-969-4781 or respond for similar offer. Certificate C250A (ID: C250E; PA: C250Q); 
Insurance Policy P150 (GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: P150OK; TN: P150TN)
6096E-0917                                MB17-NM008Ec

 *Individual plan. Product not available in MN, MT, NH, NM, RI, VT, WA. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certificate of this type. Contact us for complete details 

Free to great home. 
Hound dog - female, 
tri-color, beautiful, 
spayed, 2 years old, 
needs active happy 
home. Call 214-537-
5728

FOR SALE: $550 
DOWN! 2004 Chevy 
TrailBlazer LT. 4.2ltr 
6cyl. Automatic. We 
Finance. 903-454-9899 

Cars/Trucks Wanted!!! 
All makes/models 2002-
2018! Any Condition. 
Running or not. Top 
$$$ paid! Free towing! 
We’re Nationwide! Call 
Now: 1-888-985-1806

Education

AIRLINE MECHANIC 
TRAINING - Get FAA 
Technician certifi cation. 
Approved for military 
benefi ts. Financial Aid if 
qualifi ed. Job placement 
assistance. Call Aviation 
Institute of Maintenance 
866-453-6204

Employment

25 TRUCK DRIVER 
TRAINEES NEEDED! 
Earn $1000 per week! 
Paid CDL Training! 
Stevens Transport 
covers all costs! 1-877-
209-1309 drive4stevens.
com

Financial

IRS TAX DEBTS?$10k+? 
Tired of the calls? We 
can Help! $500 free 
consultation! We can 
STOP the garnishments! 
FREE Consultation Call 
Today 1-855-823-4189

Health/Fitness

GENERIC VIAGRA and 
CIALIS! 100 Pills $99.00 
FREE Shipping! 100% 
guaranteed. 24/7 CALL
NOW! 888-889-5515

Miscellaneous For Sale

KILL ROACHES-
GUARANTEED! Buy 
Harris Roach Tablets. 
Available: Hardware 
Stores, The Home 
Depot, homedepot.com

Miscellaneous

Lung Cancer? And Age 
60+? You And Your 
Family May Be Entitled 
To Signifi cant Cash 
Award. Call 866-428-
1639 for Information. 
No Risk. No Money Out 
Of Pocket

Were     you     an Indus-
trial Tradesman? 
(machinist/boilermaker/
pipefi tter etc) and 
recently diagnosed 
with LUNG CANCER? 
You may be entitled to 
a SIGNIFICANT CASH 
AWARD. Risk free 
consultation! 877-781-
1769

HughesNet Satellite 
Internet - 25mbps 
starting at $49.99/mo! 
FAST download speeds. 
WiFi built in! FREE 
Standard Installation 
for lease customers! 
Limited Time, Call 1-800-
610-4790

Cross Country Moving, 
Long distance Moving 
Company, out of state 
move $799 Long 
Distance Movers. Get 
Free quote on your 
Long distance move 
1-800-511-2181

Call Empire TodayÂ® 
to schedule a FREE 
in-home estimate on 
Carpeting & Flooring. 
Call Today! 1-800-508-
2824

DISH TV $59.99 For 190 
Channels $14.95 High 
Speed Internet. Free 
Installation, Smart HD
DVR Included, Free 
Voice Remote. Some 
restrictions apply. Call 
1-855-837-9146

A PLACE FOR MOM. 
The nation’s largest 
senior living referral 
service. Contact our 
trusted, local experts 
today! Our service is 
FREE/no obligation. 
CALL 1-844-722-7993

DIRECTV SELECT 
PACKAGE! Over 150 
Channels, ONLY $35/
month (for 12 mos.) 
Order Now! Get 
a $200 AT&T Visa 
Rewards Gift Card 
(some restrictions 
apply) CALL 1-1-855-
781-1565

Earthlink High Speed 
Internet. As Low As 
$14.95/month (for the 
fi rst 3 months.) Reliable 
High Speed Fiber Optic 
Technology. Stream 
Videos, Music and 
More! Call Earthlink 
Today 1-855-520-7938

Stop OVERPAYING for 
your prescriptions! 
SAVE! Call our 
licensed Canadian and 
International pharmacy, 
compare prices and get 
$25.00 OFF your fi rst 
prescription! CALL
1-855-541-5141 Promo 
Code CDC201725

Education

Employment

Financial

Health & Fitness

Miscellaneous For Sale

Miscellaneous

(Classifi ed Cont. Pg. 7)

FOR SALEL: $650 
DOWN! 2000 Jeep Grand 
Cherokee Laredo. 4.0ltr 
6cyl. Automatic. Leather. 
We Finance. 903-454-9899
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ObitsObits
Louise Yates
Private memorial service for Louise Yates, age 64, of Sulphur Springs,TX will be held at a later date.  Mrs. Yates passed away on Saturday, April 
28, 2018 at Carriage House, Sulphur Springs, Texas.
Louise Marie Long Yates was born on December 23, 1953 in Dallas, Texas, to Sammie and Irene (Maske) Long. She married Gary Yates on 
December 12, 1970 in Dallas, Texas.  Louise and Gary were the owners of G&L Truck Service. Louise served as a Texas Dixie Softball District 
Director 1994-2009. She was very instrumental in the growth of Dixie Softball in the state of Texas and was a Hall of Fame Member.
She is survived by her son, Danny Yates and wife, Bonnie; daughters, Denise Stephenson and husband, Robert, Diane Lawson and husband, Daniel 
of Charleston, SC; grandchildren, Amber Yates, Christopher Yates, Steven Daehn, Miranda Daehn, Dakota Stephenson, Logan Stephenson, Erica 
Lawson, Daniel Lawson, Jr; sister Nancy McKee of Roseburg, Oregon.
Louise was preceded in death by her husband Gary and her parents.

Francis “Frank” Joseph Stringfellow, Jr.
Francis “Frank” Joseph Stringfellow, Jr., age 64, of Point, passed away Monday, April 30, 2018, in Plano, at Medical City Plano. 
Frank was born in Shreveport, LA, Nov. 25, 1953, to Francis Joseph and Carmelita Andries Stringfellow, Sr. Frank fi nished high 
school and some college, as well as, serving his country in the U.S. Air Force. During his working career, Frank was employed 
as an aircraft mechanic at L-3.  He married Jo Ellen Johnson in Point, on Nov. 18, 1995.
Those left behind to enjoy his memories include: Wife:  Jo Ellen Stringfellow of Point, Step-son:  Sleman “Ray” Abu Salim 
of Point, Father-in-law:  Clifton Johnson of Point, Step-grandsons:  Sebastian Abu Salim and Elijah Abu Salim both of Point, 
.Numerous other loving family and friends

Frank was preceded in death by:  Parents, Aunts, Uncles and Cousins. Arrangements under the direction of  Wilson-Orwosky Funeral Home.

Donna Joslin
Donna Joslin of the Tira Community in Hopkins County passed away at her residence on May 3, 2018.
Donna was born February 20, 1952, in Trinidad, Texas, the daughter of James Elgen White and Cordi Joyce Clay White.
She married Stanley Frank Joslin on April 17, 1985, in Enloe, Texas. He preceded her in death on January 7, 2016, after nearly 
31 years of marriage.
One of her favorite past times was fi shing and she would fi sh as often as she could.
Donna is survived by her daughter Nickie Robertson of Tira, a stepson, Greg Joslin, and a step daughter Tammy Williams, a 
granddaughter Heather Brown of Sulphur Springs and a grandson Dakota Robertson of Sulphur Springs. She is also survived by 
four great grandsons: Aiden Brown, Brayden Brown, Chandlyn Brown and Brantley Robertson and one great granddaughters: 

Starr Robertson and Chandlyn Brown. Survivors also include sisters: Paula Jones, and Sharon Akerhielm of Sulphur Springs, and brothers: Jimmy 
White, Larry White, and Bob White all of Sulphur Springs.
Mrs. Joslin was preceded in death by her parents, Joyce and James White, her husband Frank Joslin, and a brother Ronny White.
Graveside services were held Sunday May 6, 2018 at 3:00p.m. at the Tira Cemetery on CR 4615 in the Tira community of Hopkins County. 
Visitation was one hour prior to the service. Tami Joslin offi ciated.
Pallbearers were Mark Davenport, Weldon White, Joe Vicars, Phillip Reed, Bobby Brown, and Jason Robertson. Honorary pallbearers were Robert 
White, Ryan Reed, Rustin Reed, Matthew Howard, Chris White, Andrew Akerhielm, and Josh Roberson.
Arrangements were under the care of Jones-Walker and Son Funeral Home and Crematory Service of Commerce, Texas.

Wendell Grimes
Graveside services for Wendell Grimes, age 79, of Sulphur Springs, were held at 2:00 p.m., Sunday, May 6, 2018 at Sulphur 
Springs City Cemetery with Jamie Sonnen offi ciating. There was no formal visitation. Pallbearers were  Chase Doyle, Hunter 
Potts, Bailey Potts, Kyle Tate, Romen Webb, Bobby Buford, Ryan Grimes, Adam Grimes, and Britten Johnson. Honorary 
pallbearer were Camden Rodriguez. Wendell passed away on Wednesday, May 2, 2018 at his residence. He was born on January 
31, 1939 in Clovis, NM, the son of Chancy and Velma Dell Smith Grimes. Wendell worked as a troubleshooter for AT&T for 
many years. He married Sherri Tosh on March 1, 1958 in Clovis, NM. She survives. In addition to his wife, he is also survived 
by daughter, Kelly Doyle and husband Mark of Sulphur Springs, son, Wendell C. Grimes and wife Shelley of Sulphur Springs, 
daughter, Kim Potts and husband Doyle of Sulphur Springs, 9 grandchildren, Ryan Grimes, Chaney Doyle, Adam Grimes, Chase 

Doyle, Hunter Potts, Bailey Potts, Hope Cordova, Kaitlyn Potts, and Charleigh Potts, and 10 great-grandchildren. He is preceded in death by his 
parents, brother, Wilber Grimes, and sister, Thelda Poor. In lieu of fl owers, memorials may be made to St. Jude Children’s Research at www.stjude.
org. Arrangements were under the direction of West Oaks Funeral Home. www.westoaksfuneralhome.com

“Dooley” Thomas Melton
Funeral services for “Dooley” Thomas Lee Melton, age 59, of Sulphur Springs, were conducted at 4:00 p.m., Monday, May 
7, 2018 at League Street Church of Christ with Rev. Mike Eason and Rev. Brian Wright offi ciating. Interment followed at Old 
Tarrant Cemetery with Randy Melton, Bruce Melton, Brian Melton, Scott Melton, Jeremy Melton, Dalton Littrell, Mark Estes 
and Cody Williams serving as pallbearers.  Honorary pallbearers were Casey Janway, Wes Jordan, Zane Wilhite, Tyrel Anders, 
Kenny Turnipseed and Dane Workman. Visitation was from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m., Sunday, May 6, 2018 at West Oaks Funeral 
Home. Dooley passed away on Wednesday, May 2, 2018 at his residence surrounded by his wife and children. Dooley was born 
on January 3, 1959 in Poteau, OK, the son of Paul Titus Melton and Wanda June Prather Melton.  He married Carolyn Leah 
Wright on June 12, 1984 in Rockwall.  She survives.  Dooley owned and operated Melton Painting and was a member of Cross 

Spur Cowboy Church.  In addition to his wife he is survived by one son, Jeremy Melton and wife Kattie of Miller Grove, daughters, Brandy Estes 
and husband Mark, Leslie Littrell and husband Dalton both of Sulphur Springs, grandchildren, Montana Hatley, Faith Hatley, Caiden Lewis, Jaylee 
Miller, Abbie Melton, Ace Estes, Caroline Melton, Lynlee Littrell, Andyn Estes, brothers, Randy Melton and wife Dana of Cumby, Bruce Melton of 
Cedar Creek Lake, Brian Melton and wife Karen of Point and Scott Melton of Austin, sisters, Kay Douglas of Kissme, FL, and Linda Workman and 
husband Dane of Kemp, sister and brother-in-laws, Teresa Melton Strader and husband Bobby, Alvin and Pat Hammond and Ray Wright, mother-
in-law, Virginia Berney.  He was preceded in death by his parents, daughter, Melissa Nicole Melton, brother, Terry Don Melton, and baby sister, 
Carol Melton. Memorials may be made to Cross Spur Cowboy Church Arena Fund, 458 CR 4759, Sulphur Springs, TX  75482.  Arrangements were 
under the direction of West Oaks Funeral Home. www.westoaksfuneralhome.com
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Spectrum Triple 
Play! TV, Internet & 
Voice for $29.99 ea. 
60 MB per second 
speed No contract or 
commitment. More 
Channels. Faster 
Internet. Unlimited 
Voice. Call 1-855-652-
9304

Daily Ads

Bead Jewelry Business 
for Sale Box’s of pre-
made handmade 
necklace and earring 
sets. 100’s of earrings 
already made. Lots of 
strands and lot of loose 
beads. Must see to 
appreciate. Call Kathy 
972-489-1568

2014 Black 8X5 Mesh 
Bottom Trailer with 
Jack. For Sale. Used 
only 3 times Please call 
972-489-1568

CLASSIFIED ADS
CASH PAID- for unexpired, 
sealed DIABETIC TEST 
STRIPS. Highest Prices! 
1-DAY PAYMENT. 1-800-
371-1136

Want to purchase 
minerals and other 
oil and gas interests. 
Send details to P.O. 
Box 13557, Denver, Co. 
80201.

For Sale

MiscellaneousObitsObits
Louise Yates
Private memorial service for Louise Yates, age 64, of Sulphur Springs,TX will be held at a later date.  Mrs. Yates passed away on Saturday, April 
28, 2018 at Carriage House, Sulphur Springs, Texas.
Louise Marie Long Yates was born on December 23, 1953 in Dallas, Texas, to Sammie and Irene (Maske) Long. She married Gary Yates on 
December 12, 1970 in Dallas, Texas.  Louise and Gary were the owners of G&L Truck Service. Louise served as a Texas Dixie Softball District 
Director 1994-2009. She was very instrumental in the growth of Dixie Softball in the state of Texas and was a Hall of Fame Member.
She is survived by her son, Danny Yates and wife, Bonnie; daughters, Denise Stephenson and husband, Robert, Diane Lawson and husband, Daniel 
of Charleston, SC; grandchildren, Amber Yates, Christopher Yates, Steven Daehn, Miranda Daehn, Dakota Stephenson, Logan Stephenson, Erica 
Lawson, Daniel Lawson, Jr; sister Nancy McKee of Roseburg, Oregon.
Louise was preceded in death by her husband Gary and her parents.

Francis “Frank” Joseph Stringfellow, Jr.
Francis “Frank” Joseph Stringfellow, Jr., age 64, of Point, passed away Monday, April 30, 2018, in Plano, at Medical City Plano. 
Frank was born in Shreveport, LA, Nov. 25, 1953, to Francis Joseph and Carmelita Andries Stringfellow, Sr. Frank fi nished high 
school and some college, as well as, serving his country in the U.S. Air Force. During his working career, Frank was employed 
as an aircraft mechanic at L-3.  He married Jo Ellen Johnson in Point, on Nov. 18, 1995.
Those left behind to enjoy his memories include: Wife:  Jo Ellen Stringfellow of Point, Step-son:  Sleman “Ray” Abu Salim 
of Point, Father-in-law:  Clifton Johnson of Point, Step-grandsons:  Sebastian Abu Salim and Elijah Abu Salim both of Point, 
.Numerous other loving family and friends

Frank was preceded in death by:  Parents, Aunts, Uncles and Cousins. Arrangements under the direction of  Wilson-Orwosky Funeral Home.

Donna Joslin
Donna Joslin of the Tira Community in Hopkins County passed away at her residence on May 3, 2018.
Donna was born February 20, 1952, in Trinidad, Texas, the daughter of James Elgen White and Cordi Joyce Clay White.
She married Stanley Frank Joslin on April 17, 1985, in Enloe, Texas. He preceded her in death on January 7, 2016, after nearly 
31 years of marriage.
One of her favorite past times was fi shing and she would fi sh as often as she could.
Donna is survived by her daughter Nickie Robertson of Tira, a stepson, Greg Joslin, and a step daughter Tammy Williams, a 
granddaughter Heather Brown of Sulphur Springs and a grandson Dakota Robertson of Sulphur Springs. She is also survived by 
four great grandsons: Aiden Brown, Brayden Brown, Chandlyn Brown and Brantley Robertson and one great granddaughters: 

Starr Robertson and Chandlyn Brown. Survivors also include sisters: Paula Jones, and Sharon Akerhielm of Sulphur Springs, and brothers: Jimmy 
White, Larry White, and Bob White all of Sulphur Springs.
Mrs. Joslin was preceded in death by her parents, Joyce and James White, her husband Frank Joslin, and a brother Ronny White.
Graveside services were held Sunday May 6, 2018 at 3:00p.m. at the Tira Cemetery on CR 4615 in the Tira community of Hopkins County. 
Visitation was one hour prior to the service. Tami Joslin offi ciated.
Pallbearers were Mark Davenport, Weldon White, Joe Vicars, Phillip Reed, Bobby Brown, and Jason Robertson. Honorary pallbearers were Robert 
White, Ryan Reed, Rustin Reed, Matthew Howard, Chris White, Andrew Akerhielm, and Josh Roberson.
Arrangements were under the care of Jones-Walker and Son Funeral Home and Crematory Service of Commerce, Texas.

Wendell Grimes
Graveside services for Wendell Grimes, age 79, of Sulphur Springs, were held at 2:00 p.m., Sunday, May 6, 2018 at Sulphur 
Springs City Cemetery with Jamie Sonnen offi ciating. There was no formal visitation. Pallbearers were  Chase Doyle, Hunter 
Potts, Bailey Potts, Kyle Tate, Romen Webb, Bobby Buford, Ryan Grimes, Adam Grimes, and Britten Johnson. Honorary 
pallbearer were Camden Rodriguez. Wendell passed away on Wednesday, May 2, 2018 at his residence. He was born on January 
31, 1939 in Clovis, NM, the son of Chancy and Velma Dell Smith Grimes. Wendell worked as a troubleshooter for AT&T for 
many years. He married Sherri Tosh on March 1, 1958 in Clovis, NM. She survives. In addition to his wife, he is also survived 
by daughter, Kelly Doyle and husband Mark of Sulphur Springs, son, Wendell C. Grimes and wife Shelley of Sulphur Springs, 
daughter, Kim Potts and husband Doyle of Sulphur Springs, 9 grandchildren, Ryan Grimes, Chaney Doyle, Adam Grimes, Chase 

Doyle, Hunter Potts, Bailey Potts, Hope Cordova, Kaitlyn Potts, and Charleigh Potts, and 10 great-grandchildren. He is preceded in death by his 
parents, brother, Wilber Grimes, and sister, Thelda Poor. In lieu of fl owers, memorials may be made to St. Jude Children’s Research at www.stjude.
org. Arrangements were under the direction of West Oaks Funeral Home. www.westoaksfuneralhome.com

“Dooley” Thomas Melton
Funeral services for “Dooley” Thomas Lee Melton, age 59, of Sulphur Springs, were conducted at 4:00 p.m., Monday, May 
7, 2018 at League Street Church of Christ with Rev. Mike Eason and Rev. Brian Wright offi ciating. Interment followed at Old 
Tarrant Cemetery with Randy Melton, Bruce Melton, Brian Melton, Scott Melton, Jeremy Melton, Dalton Littrell, Mark Estes 
and Cody Williams serving as pallbearers.  Honorary pallbearers were Casey Janway, Wes Jordan, Zane Wilhite, Tyrel Anders, 
Kenny Turnipseed and Dane Workman. Visitation was from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m., Sunday, May 6, 2018 at West Oaks Funeral 
Home. Dooley passed away on Wednesday, May 2, 2018 at his residence surrounded by his wife and children. Dooley was born 
on January 3, 1959 in Poteau, OK, the son of Paul Titus Melton and Wanda June Prather Melton.  He married Carolyn Leah 
Wright on June 12, 1984 in Rockwall.  She survives.  Dooley owned and operated Melton Painting and was a member of Cross 

Spur Cowboy Church.  In addition to his wife he is survived by one son, Jeremy Melton and wife Kattie of Miller Grove, daughters, Brandy Estes 
and husband Mark, Leslie Littrell and husband Dalton both of Sulphur Springs, grandchildren, Montana Hatley, Faith Hatley, Caiden Lewis, Jaylee 
Miller, Abbie Melton, Ace Estes, Caroline Melton, Lynlee Littrell, Andyn Estes, brothers, Randy Melton and wife Dana of Cumby, Bruce Melton of 
Cedar Creek Lake, Brian Melton and wife Karen of Point and Scott Melton of Austin, sisters, Kay Douglas of Kissme, FL, and Linda Workman and 
husband Dane of Kemp, sister and brother-in-laws, Teresa Melton Strader and husband Bobby, Alvin and Pat Hammond and Ray Wright, mother-
in-law, Virginia Berney.  He was preceded in death by his parents, daughter, Melissa Nicole Melton, brother, Terry Don Melton, and baby sister, 
Carol Melton. Memorials may be made to Cross Spur Cowboy Church Arena Fund, 458 CR 4759, Sulphur Springs, TX  75482.  Arrangements were 
under the direction of West Oaks Funeral Home. www.westoaksfuneralhome.com

THE IDLE AMERICAN

 Tomorrows and Yesterdays…
Commentary by Dr. Don Newbury

   In his 40-year career as a 
National Weather Service 
meteorologist, he spent 
most of his time predicting 
the near future. As a retiree, 
he’s studying “the far back,” 
immersed now in learning of 
a much-ballyhooed highway 
a century ago.
   Genesis of the latter of Fort 
Worth’s Dan Smith began 
with a bike ride on aban-
doned pavement between 
Aledo and Weatherford, and 
discovery of an old “Bank-
head Highway” street sign.
   His head swimming with 
questions, Smith began his 
research, fascinated by one 
Asa Rountree, an Alabaman. 
Rountree pushed for con-
struction of the nation’s first 
coast-to-coast, all-weather 
highway. By both “hook” 
and “crook,” he slithered 
into gatherings he organized 
in many states. He managed 
to “keep the pot bubbling” 
for a southern highway from 
Washington, D. C., to San 
Diego, California….

*****
   With buddies in D. C. and 
community leaders along the 
proposed road who didn’t 
want to be left out, Rountree 
survived schemes that often 
promoted the highway, but 
always fattened his personal 
coffers.
   Riding the coattails of 
Alabama Senator John H. 
Bankhead--author of 1916 
legislation promoting “good 
roads”--Rountree was re-
lentless and tireless. He 
promoted good roads when 
many thought they could 
“make do” with trails, since 
few folks owned automo-
biles, anyway.
   Opponents pointed out 
that even Henry Ford op-
posed federal involvement 
in road construction. Adver-
saries never “ponied up” to 
the idea that mountains of 
moolah should be expended 
to benefit postal delivery, the 
military and bicyclists….

*****
   A newspaperman, Roun-
tree was undaunted; he 
knew how to draw a crowd.
   At the 1919 gathering to 
promote what later would 
be called the “Broadway 
of America,” 2,000 people 
gathered in Mineral Wells, 
TX. This meeting provided 
a big “push” for Texas’ 900-
mile stretch of the 3,000-
mile route. (Much of the 
Texas portion of the Bank-
head now constitutes parts 
of Interstate Highways 10, 
20 and 30.)
   At the time, country 
roads morphed into “high-
ways” when they were even 
slightly improved from dirt. 

The addition of gravel was 
an upgrade, since for many 
miles in West Texas, asphalt 
and concrete would not be 
used in Bankhead highway 
construction until the 1930s. 
Back then, the usual width 
was eight feet….

*****
   A Floridian, Smith is a 
graduate of Florida State 
University. Even as a 7th 
grader, he was fascinated by 
the weather. As a high school 
student in Miami, he always 
managed to undertake sci-
ence projects involving the 
weather.
   He credits mentors--as well 
as great strides in weather 
forecasting technology--for 
his ongoing keen interest in 
meteorology. 
   When he contacted Wash-
ington figures concerning the 
early national highway sys-
tem, Smith was sent a box 
with hundreds of documents. 
He seemed to have an “inter-
est shift,” from the weather 
out there to construction of 
an historic highway “back 
there.”…

*****
   Now, he welcomes opportu-
nities to speak at civic clubs, 
churches, universities, muse-
ums and other venues. He’s a 
fan of town and county muse-
ums, having spoken at many 
of them. He considers the 
W. K. Gordon Center, near 
Thurber, as one of the best. 
He describes these museums 
as “jewels in the necklace of 
what was once the Bankhead 
highway.” 
   In 2013, he published The 
Bankhead Highway in Texas. 
It has been heralded for its 
authenticity and old maps, as 

well as substantial humor, 
some likely unintended. 
   When assigned to the Na-
tional Weather Service in 
Birmingham, he forecast the 
first snow storm he had ever 
seen. He remembers color-
ful descriptions of tornados. 
One excited woman said, “It 
‘flang’ pigs out of that truck, 
and they went flip/flopping 
through the air.” One guy 
exclaimed, “If a tornado hits 
Tuscaloosa, look out Bir-
mingham!”…

*****
   I’ll be privileged to hear 
Smith when he addresses 
senior adults at our church. 
We’ll learn more about the 
highway that used to be.
   He’ll speak of tourist 
courts and service station 
billboards bragging about 
“comfortable restrooms for 
women.”
   Oh, well. At least there 
was no issue about which 
comfort stations should be 
used by whom….

*****
   Dr. Newbury is a former 
educator who still “com-
mits” speeches round about. 
Comments/inquiries to: 
newbury@speakerdoc.com. 
Phone: 817-447-3872. Web 
site: www.speakerdoc.com. 
Twitter: @donnewbury; 
Facebook, don newbury.
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