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Wealaka Presents Bronze 
Medal to Bixby Cadet

The Wealaka Chapter of the Na-
tional Society of the Daughters 
of the American Revolution was 
pleased to present a bronze med-
al to deserving cadet SSgt Kylie 
Ishmael at the Bixby High School 
Marine Corps JROTC 2018 
Awards Ceremony. 

Recipients of the DAR award 
must have demonstrated loyalty 
and patriotism and earned a re-
cord of military and scholastic 

achievement during their partic-
ipation in the JROTC program. 
They must be in the upper 25 
percent of their JROTC classes 
and in academic subjects. They 
must have shown qualities of de-
pendability and good character, 
adherence to military discipline, 
leadership ability, and a funda-
mental and patriotic understand-
ing of the importance of JROTC 
training.  

FUTURE LEADER:  Helen Elaine Tittle, vice regent of the Wealaka Chap-
ter, proudly presented the DAR Bronze medal to Cadet SSgt Kylie Ishmael.

St. John Clinic Opens in Bixby

St. John Clinic held a commu-
nity grand opening May 9 

to celebrate its newest facility, 
which is located at 7333 E. 121st 
St. in Bixby. Community guests 
and local leaders attended the 
event to get a firsthand look at the 
24,900-square-foot facility that 
will provide primary care, urgent 
care and digital lab services to one 
of the state’s fastest-growing com-
munities. The clinic began seeing 
patients May 14.  

Guests also heard remarks pro-
vided by Mike Mullins, senior 
vice president, Ascension Health-
care, Ministry Market executive, 

St. John Health System; Todd 
Hoffman, MD, president, St. John 
Clinic and Clinical Dyad partner; 
Randy Mills, Ph.D., president, St. 
John Clinic and Administrative 
Dyad Partner; Jason Lepak, M.D., 
medical director of St. John Clin-
ic Urgent Care; Krystal Crockett, 
IOM, president/CEO of the Bixby 
Chamber of Commerce; and Rob-
in Decatur, Bixby City Council, 
Ward 5. Bishop David A. Konder-
la, bishop of the Diocese of Tulsa, 
led a blessing ceremony.  

“Access to healthcare when you 
need it and close to home are vi-
tal to the well-being of a growing 

community like Bixby,” Mullins 
said. “St. John and Ascension are 
pleased to bring this state-of-the-
art facility and a diverse team of 
medical professionals to serve the 
community and meet a wide vari-
ety of healthcare needs at a lower 
cost alternative to an emergency 
department visit.”  

The primary care clinic has 
space for nine providers and will 
offer services to advance the pri-
mary care experience including 
behavioral therapists and licensed 
care managers. A large confer-
ence room will host education 
and training on a variety of health 

topics for the community, patients 
and personnel.

The urgent care offers a full range 
of services including digital diag-
nostic radiology and expanded on-
site laboratory testing provided by 
Regional Medical Laboratory. Ex-
tended urgent care hours will allow 
patients greater access to care.

Primary care hours are Mon-
day-Friday, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Urgent 
care hours will be Monday-Friday, 
8 a.m. to 7:30 p.m., and Saturday 
– Sunday, 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. Patients 
may schedule appointments online 
for both primary and urgent care by 
visiting www.getstjohncare.org. 

RIBBON CUTTING: Bishop David A. Konderla, bishop of the Diocese of Tulsa, cuts the ribbon for the 
opening of the St. John Clinic in Bixby.  Joining the Bishop are, from left, Todd Hoffman, M.D., president, St. 
John Clinic and Clinical Dyad Partner; Mike Mullins, senior vice president, Ascension Healthcare, Ministry 
Market executive, St. John Health System; Robin Decatur, Bixby City Council, Ward 5; and Krystal Crockett, 
president/CEO of the Bixby Chamber of Commerce. Directly behind Hoffman at the left is Randy Mills, Ph.D., 
president, St. John Clinic and Administrative Dyad partner. 

MEDICAL ASSET:  The St. John 
Clinic in Bixby is located at 7333 E. 
121st St. The new clinic increases 
access to care for one of the state’s 
fastest-growing communities.
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KUDOS of the MONTH: TIA

CONGRATS SENIORS

VARIETY

ON ARCHITECTURE

BEST OF
Kudos to Tulsa International Airport for 

hosting Frontier Airlines and Via Airlines, 
who are providing direct flights to key 
cities from Tulsa.  In early April, Frontier 
announced direct flights from Tulsa to 
Orlando, San Diego, San Jose and Wash-
ington - Dulles. Frontier also offers direct 
flights to Denver. Via recently announced 
direct flights to Austin, Texas.  

The lack of direct flights to key cities 
from Tulsa has hurt the local economy, 
as some major corporations have moved 
partly due to the lack of direct flights.

“The Tulsa community has embraced 
our unique brand of Low Fares Done 
Right and we are happy to expand our 
service from Tulsa,” says Rick Zeni, 
chief information officer, Frontier Air-

lines “We are delighted to reduce the 
cost of flying to and from Tulsa and the 
surrounding area even more with new 
non-stop service to these four great desti-
nations. With new low fares to great des-
tinations, we look forward to enabling 
more people to fly to and from Tulsa.” 

Frontier flies one of the youngest fleets 
in the industry, consisting of nearly 80 
Airbus A320 Family aircraft. With near-
ly 200 new planes on order, Frontier will 
continue to grow to deliver on the mis-
sion of providing affordable travel across 
America. Frontier’s young fleet also en-
sures that the company will continue to 
keep fares low and that customers will 
enjoy a pleasant and reliable experience 
flying with the airline.

HEADED TO WASHINGTON: Tulsa International 
Airport’s Kim Kuehler, right, hosts a passenger ready 
to board the inaugural Frontier Airlines flight to Wash-
ington - Dulles Airport April 11.  
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Tulsa Botanic Garden Furthers Mission, Expands Education
By BLAKE AUSTYN
Contributing Writer

As Tulsa Botanic Garden, estab-
lished in 2002, continues to grow in 
the Osage Hills, just west of down-
town Tulsa, the organization is ex-
panding its upcoming events and 
programs and working towards the 
construction of its third and fourth 
gardens.

Since unveiling its master plan 
in 2012, Tulsa Botanic Garden has 
opened two gardens and an activity 
building, with future plans to con-
struct its third and fourth gardens: 
the Lotus Pool and All Season’s 
Garden. Fundraising is ongoing.

“As a young organization, we are 
continually growing and adding 
new ideas while always focused on 
holding true to our mission and re-
maining loyal to programs that our 
members look forward to year after 
year,” says Tulsa Botanic Garden 
CEO Todd Lasseigne.

“In an effort to further the gar-
den’s mission to provide nature 
and gardening education, the Ma-
bee Grange opened in December,” 
says Lasseigne. “This building 
helps the garden meet its primary 
mission to provide education, in-
cluding lectures, workshops and 
school activities.”

The building was constructed ad-
jacent to the Children’s Discovery 
Garden specifically due to the gar-
den’s focus on children’s education 
and programming, Lasseigne says. 
“Its purpose is to be an indoor learn-
ing space that works with the chil-
dren’s garden as the outdoor lab.”

The Grange recently welcomed 
Tulsa Public Schools second grade 
students for STEM (science, tech-
nology, engineering, mathemat-
ics) activities. Students dissected 
flowers and studied pollinators 
and observed them firsthand in the 

garden, says Maggie Regan, Tul-
sa Botanic Garden programs and 
events director.

“Horticulture and plant scienc-
es are a natural fit for STEM and 
STEAM, which includes the arts,” 
Lasseigne says. “Horticulture is the 
art and science of growing plants. 
People who are drawn to the arts 
are naturally drawn to gardens.”

In June, the garden will welcome 
its first group of summer camp 
students with the Tulsa Children’s 
Museum.

In addition to children’s activities, 
however, Lasseigne plans to grow 
the garden’s adult programming 
and workshop offerings. In the fu-
ture, he envisions a formal educa-
tion department with staff members 
who are specifically dedicated to 
garden education.

In April, the garden launched its 
first annual Botanical! fundraising 
event, with a French theme. The 
two-day event began on April 13 

with a nine-course Parisian dinner, 
held at the Mabee Grange and pre-
pared by French Chef Amélie Dar-
vas. A French-themed symposium 
was held the following morning 
with a French bazaar taking place 
all day on the garden grounds.

“Botanical! allows us an opportu-
nity to create a weekend of activities 
in order to appeal to many individ-
uals and interests,” Lasseigne says. 

Planning has already begun for 
next year’s event, to center on a dif-
ferent-themed country.

On May 12, the garden held one 
of its long-time events: the sixth an-
nual Day In the Garden (DIG).

“DIG began as a fundraising 
event for the Children’s Discovery 
Garden, which will turn two years 
old on May 15,” says Lasseigne. 
“The event continues to fund the 
operations and growth of the chil-
dren’s garden.

“Extending the family festivities 
of DIG this year was the garden’s 

first annual Mother’s Day Brunch, 
which sold out weeks before the 
event,” he continues.

Based on the brunch’s popular-
ity, Lasseigne feels confident the 
event will return in 2019, possibly 
expanded in size to accommodate 
the interest.

The Children’s Discovery Gar-
den Birthday Celebration included 
cupcakes for the first 100 children, 
crafts and other activities from 1 to 
3 p.m.

On the day that the children’s gar-
den opened in 2016, over 3,000 peo-
ple visited, says Lori Hutson, Tulsa 
Botanic Garden communications 
and outreach director. Therefore, 
they are expecting a large turnout 
for the anniversary festivities.

Another first-time endeavor for 
the garden is its Christopher Curtis 
“Lifting the Landscape” sculpture 
exhibit. 

The exhibit, which runs through 
Aug. 26, showcases Curtis’ large 

sculptures of stone that are in-
stalled throughout the garden 
grounds. The sculptures are also 
available for purchase. A portion 
of the sales benefits Tulsa Botanic 
Garden.

Curtis begins with raw stones as 
they are found in nature and of-
ten incorporates sculptural welded 
stainless steel or bronze into his 
pieces.

“The scale of his pieces and his 
theme work beautifully in the gar-
den,” says Lasseigne. 

“The focus of his work is on 
working with things that have been 
here long before us and will contin-
ue long after us.”

As Tulsa Botanic Garden contin-
ues to move toward the fruition of 
its master plan, garden administra-
tors hope to create a similarly last-
ing legacy.

To learn about all of the garden’s 
upcoming events, visit tulsabotan-
ic.org.

STUDENT EXPLORATION: Tulsa Botanic Garden recently wel-
comed Tulsa Public Schools second grade students for STEM (science, 
technology, engineering, mathematics) activities, including flower dis-
section, pollinator study and outdoor observation.

CHILDREN’S GARDEN BIRTHDAY: Individuals enjoy Tulsa Bo-
tanic Garden’s Children’s Discovery Garden. The Children’s Discovery 
Garden Birthday Celebration took place on May 20, 1-3 p.m., in honor 
of the children’s garden’s second birthday, with cupcakes for the first 100 
children, crafts and other activities.
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Local Partnership Highlights 
New Tulsa Pop Culture Expo

Tulsa Pop Kids, XPO Game Fes-
tival and OKPOP are partnering 
together to produce the new Tulsa 
Pop Culture Expo, Nov. 2-4, 2018 
at the Renaissance Hotel and 
Convention Center in Tulsa. 

The partnership between Tulsa 
Pop Kids, XPO Game Festival, 
and OKPOP derived from the 
intention of producing a success-
ful event that showcases the pop 
culture industry for northeast 
Oklahoma. Tulsa Pop Culture 
Expo is a community-based event 
bringing together multiple orga-
nizations for one unified mission: 
showcasing all facets of the pop 
culture industry.

Tulsa Pop Culture Expo will 
merge different components 
from the pop culture industry. 
Each organization is providing 
a different segment throughout 
the three-day event. Tulsa Pop 
Kids will entice attendees with 
nationally-known guest appear-
ances, cosplayers, panel sessions 
related to the comic book indus-
try, and a large kids area with 
activities geared towards their 
interests.

“One of the wonderful things 
about Tulsa Pop Culture Expo is 
that it is an event with more than 
one bottom line,” says Ronald 
Veit, president of Tulsa Pop Kids, 
Inc. “While the financial side is 
critical, other bottom lines are 
equally important, such as getting 
kids excited about reading, high-
lighting Tulsa as a gaming desti-
nation for developers and players, 
and educating our guests about 
Oklahoma’s important historical 
influence on pop culture.”

XPO Game Festival is slated to 
engage attendees with an eSports 
tournament, indie game compe-
tition, retro games, streaming 
lounge, gaming workshops, and 
panel sessions related to stream-
ing and game development. 

“On behalf of VisitTulsa, we are 
excited to join Tulsa Pop Kids 
and OKPOP to bring cutting edge 
technology and gaming to Tul-
sa’s emerging pop culture scene,” 
says Ray Hoyt, president of Tulsa 
Regional Tourism. “This partner-
ship highlights Tulsa’s brand as 
a cultural destination for innova-
tive thinkers and members of the 
creative class, and we are looking 
forward to welcoming gamers 
and developers from all over the 
world to Tulsa for this incredible 
experience.”

OKPOP plans to educate attend-
ees on the impact Oklahomans 
have had on pop culture. Multiple 
forms of pop culture, including 
movies, music, video games and 
comic books have had Oklaho-
mans contribute to them in mean-
ingful ways.

“OKPOP is dedicated to the cre-
ative spirit of Oklahoma’s people 
and the influence of Oklahoma 
artists on pop culture around the 
world,” says Jeff Moore, execu-
tive director of OKPOP.

Tulsa Pop Culture Expo will 
also feature a concert on the eve-
ning of Nov. 2 to help kick-off 
the event. Musical acts include 
Bit Brigade and video game hip-
hop star Mega Ran. Bit Brigade 
will perform the music from The 
Legend of Zelda while one of 
the band members completes the 
game on the big screen.  Bit Bri-
gade has been playing sold out 
shows across the country, and this 
special concert is included with a 
Tulsa Pop Culture Expo pass at no 
additional charge.

Tulsa Pop Culture Expo boasts 
over 46,000 square feet of space, 
including a kid’s area, gaming, 
panel sessions, cosplayers, artists, 
celebrities, pop culture and gam-

ing vendors, and a historical per-
spective on Oklahoma’s influence 
on pop culture. 

“When great organizations 
come together that are focused 
on the community, great things 
can happen,” says Arthur Greeno, 
fundraising chair for Tulsa Pop 
Kids, Inc. “There is no reason this 

convention cannot be the biggest 
one in the region.”

Tickets are on sale now. For a 
limited time, those purchasing 
tickets can take part in the loyal-
ty promotion at last year’s prices 
and receive a one-day pass for 
only $15. Visit www.tulsapopcul-
tureexpo.com to purchase tickets.

COSPLAY GROUP:  Tulsa Pop Kids cosplay group at the recent an-
nouncement of the Tulsa Pop Culture Expo 2018 at Woodland Hills 
Mall.  Pictured from left are Courtney Allen, Krystal Orpi, Tuck Davi-
on, Brittany Wardlow, Gabriella Frame, Charlie Rosenthal and Dexter 
Nelson. Tulsa Pop Culture Expo is a compilation of Tulsa Pop Kids, 
XPO gaming festival and OKPOP museum. See  purchase.growtix.
com/e/tulsa_pop_culture_expo_2018.
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Nearly a decade has passed since 
the City of Tulsa partnered with 
the University of Tulsa to preserve 
and advance the 
Gilcrease Muse-
um. Gilcrease, a 
proud member of 
the City of Tulsa 
family, is one of 
our national trea-
sures that gener-
ations of Tulsans 
are pleased to call 
their own. In just a 
couple of months, 
we will celebrate 
our historic part-
nership.

Since July 2008, 
TU has served 
as the steward of 
the museum and 
its collections. 
It has dedicated 
its efforts toward 
streamlining mu-
seum operations 
and leveraging its 
nationally recog-
nized academic 
expertise in west-
ern American history, art history, 
anthropology, and archaeology. I 
applaud TU for its work through-

out the years to make Gilcrease 
a destination place for art lovers 
around the country.

With the over-
whelming pas-
sage of Vision 
Tulsa in 2016 
by Tulsa voters, 
Gilcrease se-
cured $65 mil-
lion in funding 
to enhance the 
museum along 
with $27 million 
to support and 
sustain museum 
operations. Gil-
crease, one of 
Tulsa’s crown 
jewels, houses the 
greatest collec-
tion of Western 
art in the world, 
and the museum 
will greatly bene-
fit from a massive 
enhancement of 
its facility.

The plan to 
transform Gil-
crease Museum 

is in the early stages. We have 
brought in Gallagher & Associ-
ates, a nationally known muse-

um planning and design firm, to 
re-envision and enhance the vis-
itors’ experience at the museum. 
We want to make Gilcrease a top 
destination in our great city where 
Tulsans and visitors alike will re-
turn, time after time.

In 2014, Gilcrease added the 
Helmerich Center for American 
Research to provide a secure ar-
chival area for researchers to 
access more than 10,000 books, 
documents, maps and unpublished 
materials. One of the most excit-
ing things for me includes the lat-

est addition to its collection: the 
Bob Dylan Archive, one of the 
most anticipated opportunities 
for the study of American music 
in the history of our country. The 
Bob Dylan Center is set to open 
to tourists in 2019 and features a 
massive trove of artifacts, includ-
ing 84,000 audio, video, film, and 
photography files from the folk 
singer-songwriter’s career.

I’m grateful for TU’s amazing 
oversight of this treasured muse-
um and want to thank the follow-
ing Founders Council for their 

commitments to the museum: 
The Mervin Bovaird Foundation; 
H.A. & Mary K. Chapman Char-
itable Trust; The Helmerich Trust; 
George Kaiser Family Founda-
tion; The Anne and Henry Zarrow 
Foundation; and The Maxine and 
Jack Zarrow Family Foundation.

In the meantime, I invite you to 
discover all of the art works and 
wonders on display at Gilcrease in 
an upcoming family outing. Visit 
Gilcrease online – www.gilcrease.
org – for information on its hours 
and admission.

By RON PETERS
Tulsa County Commissioner

One of my first priorities when 
I was elected was to seek ap-
proval from Tulsa County voters 
to replace the Juvenile Justice 
Center which is very outdated 
and unequipped to help families 
or correct the behavior of delin-
quent youths.  Following many 
communitywide meetings with 
citizens from across Tulsa County 
I believed this was a project that 
is crucial to the health of families 
and the Tulsa community.

The current Juvenile Justice Cen-
ter is a community embarrassment 
with its cramped and outdated 
rooms. Jurors have nowhere to 
gather, lawyers and their clients 
have no place to meet and talk, 
privacy is almost non-existent, 
and keeping abused children out 
of sight of their abusers is impos-
sible. Given the fact the facilities 
are also in a flood zone, constant 
and repeated flooding was a regu-
lar occurrence. 

As a result of talking with and 
listening to the citizens at many 
community meetings, over 65 

percent of the voters approved the 
new Family Justice Center, which 
will be a hub for services centered 
on juvenile issues. When com-
pleted next year, it will be a facil-
ity where troubled youths can be 
counseled, adoptions are approved 
and child welfare cases are decid-
ed. It’s a place where kids get sec-
ond chances and where families 
are made whole. 

In the same election where the 
Family Justice Center was ap-
proved by the  voters, over 65 

percent also approved the county 
moving forward to build Oklaho-
ma’s first mental health pods at 
a county jail. County jails are by 
default the place where those with 
mental health issues are housed.  
The two largest mental health 
facilities in the U.S. are the Los 
Angeles and Cook County jails. 
The new pods in Tulsa County are 
designed to help these people get 
back on their meds, obtain appro-
priate treatment and get stabilized 
before they are released back into 
society. Hopefully this treatment 
will help them to also break the 
cycle of incarceration. 

Most recently, with widespread 
citizen’s support, the Vision Tul-
sa initiative passed, replacing the 
expiring Vision 2025 effort and 
will allow us to continue to build 
and maintain important county in-
frastructure projects without a tax 
increase. 

This package includes $30 mil-
lion of improvements at Expo 
Square. These dollars will be used 
to increase Expo’s competitive ad-
vantage over other cities that want 
to steal our events. Upgraded fa-
cilities are a must to retain clients 
who bring more than $300 million 
to the local economy annually. 
Without improving and maintain-
ing the facilities at Expo Square, 
we will lose our competitive ad-

vantage over other regional event 
centers that are more than willing 
to accommodate the growing de-
mand.

One of the more significant 
improvements coming to Expo 
Square is the new horse barn 
which will ensure we continue to 
have enough stable space to ac-
commodate the huge horse shows 
that come to Tulsa. 

The other major improvement is 
to upgrade our entertainment facil-
ities. 

Because Expo is also a hub of 
entertainment, there will be a new 
permanent outdoor stage to attract 
big name entertainers who need 
more stage space and give us the 
ability to have events year round, 
not just during the State Fair

The Vision package is also 
about improving quality of life 
by investing in the county parks 
systems. Work is currently under-
way to redo the LaFortune Park 
trail and Par 3 golf course along 
with adding splash pads at Coun-
ty parks and redoing the O’Brien 
Park recreation center

We also recognize the impor-
tance of the county roads and 
bridges which connect all of our 
communities in Tulsa County. 
This is especially important to the 
35,000 citizens who live in an un-
incorporated area of Tulsa County. 

With the Vision plan we will be 
investing $53 million to improve 
some of the 700 miles of county 
roads and 200 county bridges. 

As most know, the county court-
house has more than just court-
rooms. Each year, thousands of 
citizens come to the courthouse 
to take care of their business with 
the county clerk, county treasur-
er, county assessor or the county 
commissioners. Easy accessibil-
ity and parking has always been 
challenging to citizens. This year, 
we purchased the building across 
the street from the Courthouse that 
will provide over 600 additional 
parking spaces and make all of 
these county offices much more 
convenient and accessible.

Finally, citizens expect their lo-
cal governments to work togeth-
er for a common purpose: to de-
liver citizen friendly services as 
efficiently as possible.  Starting 
with the parks system, the City 
and County have been working 
together in 2018 to develop new 
opportunities for a partnership 
that can lower the cost of opera-
tions while increasing the level of 
quality services.  This is but the 
first joint initiative. 

Mayor Bynum and I are commit-
ted to continued collaboration on 
projects that will benefit the City/
County taxpayers. 

	 Page 4	 GREATER TULSA REPORTER NEWSPAPERS	 May 2018

		  CALL 918-254-1515 FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION

From Tulsa’s 
Mayor

By G.T. BYNUM
Mayor of Tulsa

COMMISSIONER
RON PETERS

From Tulsa County

CIVICS

CELEBRATING NATIONAL NURSES WEEK
MAY 6-12,  2018

Our nurses are changing lives 
for the better, together.

During National Nurses Week and throughout the year, 
Hillcrest HealthCare System is proud to celebrate the 
role our nurses play in delivering the highest level of 
quality care to our patients. Every day they contribute 
to our culture of compassion, positively impacting 
the health and well being of our communities.

Tulsa County Moves Forward with New Initiatives

City of Tulsa Celebrates Gilcrease, TU Partnership

HELMERICH CENTER FOR AMERICAN RESEARCH:  The University of Tulsa’s Helmerich Center 
for American Research houses the Gilcrease Library and Archive, containing more than 100,000 rare books, 
documents, maps and unpublished works. 

Courtesy The University of Tulsa



	 May 2018	 GREATER TULSA REPORTER NEWSPAPERS	 Page 5

		  GTR Newspapers: Oklahoma’s Largest Monthly News Group

SHOPPING:
Canterbury Gifts
Donna’s Fashions

Sweet Pea Couture

SERVICES:
AAA Oklahoma

ELAN by Dr. Hodges
Enrique’s Salon

Hunter Construction
Pür Lux Nails

Raymond James  
Financial Services, Inc.

Red Canyon Therapy
Sarah’s Tailor Shop
Spiffy’s Cleaners

State Farm Insurance
Wink Optique

The Winbury Group
Zeller Photography

DINING:
The Bistro at Seville

Levain Kitchen and Bakery

101st & Yale

Come enjoy the Music and visit the Shops of Seville, 
which will be open for you during those hours.

Call 918-299-7100 to check 
weather date changes

May 17 –Weather date May 24
June 21 – Weather date June 29
July 19 –  Weather date July 26
Aug. 16 –Weather date – Aug. 23
Sept. 13 – Weather date Sept. 20 
Oct.11 – Weather date Oct. 18    

LIVE MUSIC
at Shops of Seville
Thursdays, 7 – 9 p.m.

Upcoming Dates:

Mayfest an Annual Favorite Event in Tulsa
Mayfest is an annual favorite 

event in Tulsa.  A main aspect 
of the popularity is the yearly 
poster.  This year’s artwork, by 
artist John Hammer, was differ-
ent.  For the first time, the poster 
artist created two separate works 
of art.   Being a graphic design-
er, he then combined the two to 
create the final poster.   Spring-
time Melodies is a 40x30 
acrylic on canvas. The paint-
ing features tulips and guitars. 
A New Day Yesterday is a 40x30 
Acrylic on canvas. The painting 
features abstract colors that repre-
sent spring.

Hammer was born in Texas and 
grew up in Northfield, Minneso-
ta, and Okmulgee, Oklahoma. He 
now lives in Claremore and was 
one of the inaugural Studio Art-

ists at The Hardesty Arts Center 
in Tulsa.  He holds a degree in 
graphic design from OSUIT in 
Okmulgee.  As a young artist, he 
most enjoyed the art of pencil and 
ink drawings and used these hand 
skills in his early career before 
moving into the computer tech-
nology that took over the design 
field.  In 2012, he began paint-
ing. In a variety of subject matter, 
his design background and love 
of color stand out in a style de-
scribed as “pop impressionism.”  
As Hammer follows his fine art 
vision, the goals are to keep his 
art diverse and his expressions 
varied. He says, “I’ll always paint 
and pursue new mediums, but I 
won’t forget my first love...the 
pencil.”

Hammer says, “When I think 

of Mayfest, three things come to 
mind: springtime, music and art. 
‘Springtime Melodies’ is my way 
of capturing those three things. 
The tulips and swirling blue skies 
represent the beginnings of new 
life that spring brings. The gui-
tars are a big part of the sound of 
Mayfest. And all of these things 
being captured in a painting rep-
resent the art of Mayfest.

“I also wanted to highlight ab-
stract art this year. It is an art form 
that allows viewers to create their 
own interpretations and feelings 
about what the art represents.” 
“A New Day Yesterday” captures 
both the color of spring and the 
movement of music.  Both paint-
ings were combined along with 
custom type to create this year’s 
poster art. 

SPRINGTIME ART: Present at the unveiling of this year’s Mayfest art 
are, from left, Heather Pingry, Mayfest executive director; Carla Ham-
mer, wife of 2018 Mayfest poster artist John Hammer; Krystal Grizzle, 
Mayfest programs coordinator; Bruce Smith, Mayfest festival chair; and 
John Hammer, 2018 Mayfest poster artist.

Courtesy photo



Our Tulsa area enjoys its best 
weather in the spring and fall, 
prompting venues and promoters 
to come up with 
events that are en-
ticing enough to 
draw an audience 
inside. Are Willie 
Nelson and Tom 
Jones tempting 
enough? Perhaps 
ZZ Top and REO 
S p e e d w a g o n ? 
Maybe Jerry Sein-
feld on the comic 
side or a penetrat-
ing performance 
related to Black 
Wall Street. 

Those shows 
at local venues 
are likely to at-
tract concert and 
theatre fans, but 
there’s also su-
perb entertain-
ment offered un-
der the stars or a 
big tent, and the outdoor gigs are 
free!

Check out Summer’s Fifth 
Night at Utica Square beginning 
with Weston Horn and the Hush 
May 31, and continuing with the 
popular Mid-Life Crisis Band 
June 7. Get your groove on in 
downtown Tulsa with the Star-
light Band concert series at Guth-
rie Green. “Women of Music” is 
the featured event June 12, and 
various concerts are presented on 
the Green during First Friday. In 
South Tulsa, LaFortune Park has 
its own first Friday concert series 
held in The Garden, May through 
September. 

Jenks and Broken Arrow also 
offer free outdoor events over 
the spring and summer months. 
Attend family films at Jenks’ 
RiverWalk Crossing beginning 
with a showing of Disney/Pix-
ar’s “A Bug’s Life” May 28 and 
“Emperor’s New Groove” June 
4. Tuesdays in downtown Broken 
Arrow’s Central Park showcase a 
range of local talent.

For stimulation and enjoyment 
of a different kind, check out 
Chautauqua, June 5-9, under the 
tent and on the grounds of the 
Tulsa Historical Society. History 
is brought to life once again at the 
27th annual Chautauqua, show-
casing personalities and events 
that shaped post-World War I. 
Actors will portray General 
”Black Jack” Pershing, sculptor 
and collector Gertrude Vanderbilt 
Whitney, Native American artist 
Acee Blue Eagle, entertainer and 
French Resistance agent Jose-
phine Baker, and author Ernest 
Hemingway. The Chautauqua 

series includes noontime presen-
tations related to the evening’s 
featured program. 

You have to ad-
mire the stami-
na and staying 
power of a band 
or entertainer 
that has survived 
a competitive 
business for al-
most 50 years. 
River Spirit 
Casino Resort 
hosts ZZ Top, 
May 17; Tom 
Jones, May 19; 
and REO Speed-
wagon, June 1. 
Did you know 
that Gillette 
once offered 
ZZ Top’s sharp-
dressed band $1 
million to shave 
their beards? 
Band members 
Dusty Hill, Bil-

ly Gibbons and Frank Beard 
turned down the offer. Formed in 
1969, ZZ Top turns up the heat 
with tunes like “Tush” and “La 
Grange.”

Sir Tom Jones was recently fea-
tured at Queen Elizabeth’s birth-
day bash concert at Albert Hall. 
Her Majesty no doubt would be 
familiar with Jones’ “It’s Not Un-
usual,” What’s New Pussycat” 
and “Delilah,” among countless 
hits from the 1960s forward. I’ve 
always liked Jones’ “Thunder-
ball.”

REO Speedwagon, also from 
the ‘60s, had five U.S. Top 40 
hits in one year. You’ll remember 
their “Keep on Loving You,” “I 
Can’t Fight This Feeling,” and 
“Wheels Are Turnin’.”

The BOK Center has booked a 
phenomenal May lineup, leading 
with the back-to-back mega con-
certs of U2 and Justin Timberlake 
(both were fantastic) and con-
tinuing with Willie Nelson and 
Alison Krauss, May 16. Nelson 
is 85, but his concerts still deliv-
er. Joining him is bluegrass coun-
try singer and musician Alison 
Krauss, the most awarded singer 
and female in Grammy history. 
She has earned an astonishing 27 
Grammys!

On May 29, Depeche Mode 
brings its Global Spirit Tour to 
the BOK Center. An English 
electronic band formed in 1980, 
they released a new CD, “Spirit,” 
in 2017.

Prior to launching its annual 
SummerStage round of shows, 
the PAC hosts “Las Arpias” (The 
Harpies) May 17. This is a come-
dy, performed in Spanish, featur-

ing the Spanish-speaking world’s 
favorite telenovela stars. The plot 
involves eight women who are 
suspects in the murder of a mil-
lionaire.

Drama and music mesh with 
mezzo-soprano “Alicia Hall Mo-
ran – Black Wall Street,” present-
ed at the Tulsa PAC by Choregus 
Productions, May 24. Hall Mo-
ran lives in New York with her 
husband, acclaimed jazz pianist 
Jason Moran (Artistic Director 
of Jazz at the John F. Kennedy 
Center) and is the daughter of an 
Oklahoman. A native of Musk-
ogee, her father once worked 
on New York’s Wall Street. Hall 
Moran’s Black Wall Street cham-
ber piece reconsiders the greed, 
violence and rebirth connected 
to Tulsa’s 1921 Race Riot. Two 
guitarists, Jason Moran on piano, 
and an historian are part of the 
presentation. Jazz, rock, classical 
and Indian Carnatic music com-
bine with Hall Moran’s excep-
tional talent. She toured with the 
Broadway revival of “Porgy and 
Bess,” among her many credits.

Jerry Seinfeld returns to the 
PAC, June 1, with comic Mark 
Schiff as the warm-up act. Sein-
feld’s anti-talk-show talk show, 
“Comedians in Cars Getting Cof-
fee,” has become so popular that 
it is moving from the web-stream-
ing Crackle to Netflix. His come-
dy is tasteful, light-hearted and 
smart. Launch into summer with 
Seinfeld and a chuckle.

Enjoy the stars in the weeks 
ahead, either on stage or outdoors 
underneath a spring sky. It’s the 
perfect season to take advantage 
of all Greater Tulsa has to offer.
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VARIETY

Show Buzz

By NANCY HERMANN

Star-Studded Lineup Slated for Spring

CHAUTAUQUA: The 27th annual Chautauqua focuses on events and 
people post World War I, June 5-9 on the grounds of the Tulsa Histor-
ical Society.

SHARP-DRESSED MEN: On May 17, River Spirit Casino Resort 
welcomes ZZ Top.

JERRY SEINFELD: The come-
dian returns to the Tulsa PAC for 
an evening of comedy June 1.

WILLIE NELSON: Joined by 
27-time Grammy winner Alison 
Krauss, the legendary musician 
comes to the BOK Center for a 
May 16 concert.

BLACK WALL STREET: Known 
for her exquisite voice, Alicia Hall 
Moran stars in a chamber piece 
that reconsiders the greed, violence 
and rebirth connected to Tulsa’s 
1921 Race Riot, May 24 at the PAC.



As the temperatures begin to 
creep into the 90s, I’m reminded 
of the words of Jacob Tovar: “I got 
three good rea-
sons for leaving 
Tulsa: July, Au-
gust and you.”

If you’re not 
familiar with Ja-
cob Tovar, that’s 
a line from the 
song Three Good 
Reasons, from 
the 2014 self-ti-
tled album, Jacob 
Tovar and the 
Saddle Tramps 
(available at hor-
tonrecords.com). 

Like all good 
songwriters, To-
var seeks truth, 
and “the heat in 
July makes all 
the flowers die” 
is a painful truth 
that will soon 
confront all of us 
here in northeast-
ern Oklahoma.

The good news is, we still have 
a few weeks of spring, and they 
are packed with opportunities for 
great outdoor music. Here are a 
few highlights:

Mayfest
There is no better celebration of 

the arts in Tulsa than Mayfest. The 
annual Downtown Tulsa festival 
boasts more than 100 visual art-
ists and more than 100 musicians. 
The visual artists come in a wide 
range of disciplines and media: 
painting, drawing, photography, 
jewelry, metal, wood, glass, digi-
tal media… the list goes on. Like-
wise, the musical lineup represents 
many genres: Rock & Roll, Blue-
grass, Country, Funk, Jazz, Blues, 
Latin, Pop, Reggae, Folk, and, of 
course, Red Dirt.

Representing the Red Dirt Genre 
was scheduled to be the late Bran-
don Jenkins, who passed away 
in March. In his stead, Red Dirt 
Rangers will play a Brandon Jen-
kins tribute on Friday, May 18 
at 9:15 on the main stage at 3rd 
Street and Boston Avenue.  

The four-day festival features 

an impressive lineup of local tal-
ent, including Count Tutu, Steve 
Liddell, Susan Herndon, Sam and 

the Stylees, Leon 
Rollerson, Klond-
ike 5, Wanda Wat-
son Band, Henna 
Roso, BC and the 
Big Rig, Grass-
roots Radio… 
Way too many 
to list. Check 
out tulsamayfest.
org/music for the 
complete lineup. 

Guthrie Green 
Sunday Concerts

Free concerts, 
every Sunday, all 
ages are welcome. 
What a treasure 
we have in Guth-
rie Green.

In case you 
don’t get enough 
of the Red Dirt 
Rangers at May-
fest, head back 
downtown May 

27 for the Guthrie Green Sunday 
Concert Series and catch them 
again. Check out guthriegreen.
com for the list of upcoming Sun-
day concerts. There should still be 
some nice Sundays in store before 
the summer heat takes over, and 
there’s not a better outdoor venue 
in town.  

Soul City 
If you’ve read a few of my col-

umns, you probably know me well 
enough to know that the J.J. Cale 
mural on the side of the building 
is enough to draw me to Soul City 
(1621 E 11th St.) like a moth to a 
flame.

Neil Young once said, “Of all the 
players I ever heard, it’s gotta be 
Hendrix and J.J. Cale who are the 
best electric guitar players...musi-
cally, he’s actually more than my 
peer, because he’s got that thing. I 
don’t know what it is.”

If you’re wondering what that 
has to do with the topic at hand, 
the answer is, nothing, I just like 
J.J. Cale, alright? I saw an open-
ing, and I jumped in.

Now, getting back to Soul City, 
the mural is an obvious beacon to 
people like me, but there’s more 
to this book than the cover. The 
weekly resident shows offer great 
music four nights a week, and the 

back porch is a cozy outdoor ven-
ue with an impressive lineup over 
the next few weeks that includes 
Jimmy Markham and the Caretak-
ers May 19, Josh Yarbrough Band 
May 26, Dwight Twilley Birthday 
Bash June 2, and Levi Parham Al-
bum Release Party June 9. Check 
out tulsasoul.com for the full 
schedule.

Hunt Club
Live music has been filling the 

streets on the north side of down-
town Tulsa for nearly a century. It 
started with Bob Wills and his Tex-
as Playboys at Cains Ballroom on 
North Main in the 1920s and ‘30s, 
it continued through the 1950s 
with J.J. Cale sitting in with Flash 
Terry and his band at the Flamingo 
Lounge on North Greenwood, and 
it continues today with dozens of 
venues offering live music every 
night of the week.

Right in the middle of this vor-
tex of sound is Hunt Club (224 
N. Main), an indoor/outdoor bar 
and grill with a rooftop patio and 
an enticing schedule of upcoming 
live music which includes Randy 
Crouch June 3, Dustin Pittsley 
Band June 15 and Hosty June 23.

That should just about take us 
into the dog days of summer, 
so that’s where I’ll leave it this 
month. Next month, I’ll give you 
more than three good reasons to 
stay in Tulsa as I brave the heat to 
keep searching, keep listening.
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As Temperatures Rise, Local Music Heats Up

SeaBear.com    l    877-629-2578

Share the gift that 
becomes a

Tradition
Taste, compare, explore & enjoy

3 varieties of SeaBear’s smoked wild 
salmon - the legendary flavor

of the Pacific Northwest since 1957
Smoked Salmon Trio

Use offer code GIFT106 by 06/30/18 
during checkout online or when ordering by phone.
Product #1-03004-1     Limit 1, While Supplies Last.

SAVE $12
$42.00 Spring Special $30.00$42.00 

GUTHRIE GREEN: The land made for you and me hosts free concerts for the whole family every Sunday, 
2:30 – 6:30. Above, John Fullbright performs at a recent Sunday concert at Guthrie Green. 

HUNT CLUB: The indoor/outdoor bar and grill offers live music and 
great views of downtown Tulsa from its rooftop patio. Above, Randy 
Crouch and his band at a recent Hunt Club gig.

SOUL CITY: The back porch will make you feel like you’re at a neigh-
borhood cookout, if you had really good live music in your neighborhood.

Numerous Outdoor Concert 
Opportunities in May, June

soultulsa.com

BETH TURNER for GTR Newspapers

BETH TURNER for GTR Newspapers
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AW18-1013

We Cover What MEDICARE Does Not
At last! Affordable coverage1 for the important 
health services2 that Medicare does not cover.

Get more information at:  
www.WeCoverDVH.com/tulsa

1. Policy provisions and benefits may vary from state to state. Some benefits may not be 
available in all states. 2. Dental and Vision plans may be purchased individually. Hearing plan 
available as part of a Dental/Vision package.

Courtesy photo

PHILBROOK WINE EXPERIENCE:  The 2018 Philbrook Wine Experience, held in 
April, set a new revenue record of just over $3.2 million. The fundraising weekend featured 
50 top vintners from around the world including Williams Selyem, Boisset Collection, and 
Kamen Estate Wines, showcasing their wines to approximately 2,000 guests across multiple 
events. All proceeds benefit Philbrook Museum of Art, an 80-year-old, privately funded 
general art museum nationally known for its compelling and innovative public programs.

Courtesy photo

LIBRARIES ROCK:  The ongoing 2018 summer reading program for children and adults 
is filled with free programs and chances to earn great prizes. To sign up, children and 
teens, newborn to 17, and adults can register at any Tulsa City-County Library or online at 
www.TulsaLibrary.org/summer.  The summer reading program is a fun way to keep students 
reading throughout the summer to help retain and improve their reading skills. Parents and 
grandparents know that “Libraries Rock!” and by joining the summer reading program, 
children will acquire this same fondness for literacy. 

HEART OF ROUTE 66:   The Heart of 
Route 66 Auto Museum will officially ded-
icated its 66-foot tall visible gas pump May 
11. The huge award winning project, which 
took nearly two years to fully complete, is 
now a shining beacon attracting visitors to 
the museum. Present at the ceremony are, 
from left, State Representative Kyle Hil-
bert, State Senator James Leewirght, Muse-
um Founder and President Richard Holmes, 
Lt. Gov. Todd Lamb and State Representa-
tive Mark Lawson 

 “We are extremely grateful to American 
Heritage Bank for their contribution to this 
huge monument. Without them, we would 
never have been able to build it,” said Rich-
ard Holmes, founder and president of the 
not-for-profit museum. “That gas pump is 
one-of-a kind. There is nothing like it any-
where in the world and we are really proud 
of it.”

The Heart of Route 66 Auto Museum, a 
planned museum featuring vintage cars, 
opened to the public in August of 2016 and 
has since had visitors from 45 countries and 
36 U.S. states.

Along with vintage cars, the 12,000 square 
foot museum has the Jack E. Wachob Mili-
tary Hall, and an area designated for Route 
66 memorabilia. A large collection of car 
engines and artifacts from both Ford and 
Chevrolet collections are also on display.

Also in attendance were Sapulpa Cham-
ber President Suzanne Shirey, members of 
the museum’s Advisory Board of Directors 
including Steve Clark, Bryant Coffman, 
Jim Dilley, Rick Engleman, Ted Fisher, 
Robert Parker, Michael Pierce, Bill War-
nock, Ronnie Watson, Larry White, Ty 
Young, Director of Museum Operations 
Loretta Jones and Executive Director Lina 
Holmes. 

Heart of Route 66 Auto Museum, located 
at 13 Sahoma Lake Rd. in Sapulpa, is open 
Tuesday through Saturday, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
and on Sundays from Noon to 4 pm. It is 
closed each Monday. Admission is $5.50 
which includes tax for visitors 12 and old-
er. The phone is 918-216-1171. For more 
information, visit HeartofRoute66.org or 
on Facebook at .facebook.com/heartofrou-
te66automuseum

Route 66 Auto Museum
Dedicates 66-Foot Gas Pump

GTR Newspapers photo
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Assistance League of Tulsa Opens New Facility 
One of Tulsa’s most cherished 

non-profits, The Assistance League 
Tulsa (ALT), has moved to a new 
facility on 31st Street between Yale 
and Sheridan Avenues.

Thanks to the generosity of the 
Anne and Henry Zarrow Foundation 
and other generous Tulsa philan-
thropists, the new and larger facility 
was dedicated with a ribbon cutting 
Ceremony May 16.   Bargains Thrift 
Shop is now open to the public. The 
Foundation gifted the building to the 
ALT, which will also house two oth-
er non-profit organizations.

The Assistance League of Tulsa 
(ALT), an all-volunteer organization 
whose mission is to transform the 
lives of children and adults through 
community programs, relocated 
from its 11th and Harvard facility to 
Legacy Plaza, 5350 E. 31st Street.

Bargains Thrift Shop collects and 
sells affordable clothing and house-
hold items donated by Tulsans.

Sales proceeds help fund ALT pro-
grams.

Operation School Bell is ALT’s 
signature program, providing school 
uniforms, clothing and other essen-

tial items to thousands of Tulsa area 
school children.  

Last year ALT’s Operation School 
Bell initiative served more than 
26,000 students enrolled in 87 
schools from 14 Tulsa-area school 
districts.

“Adequate space was a limitation 
in our former building, but that has 

been resolved with this most incred-
ible gift from the Anne and Henry 
Zarrow Foundation,” said Sharon 
Atcheson, Assistance League pres-
ident. 

“In addition, a successful capital 
campaign chaired by Phyllis and 
George Dotson, allowed for reno-
vation of our new home,” Atcheson 

commented.  “With more space we 
can serve more people, helping ful-
fill our vision of meeting the needs 
of the most impoverished in our 
community.” 

  Last year Assistance League 
members contributed more than 
29,000 hours of service to the com-
munity; we are all volunteers with 

no paid staff.”
The ALT partners with several or-

ganizations to expand and enhance 
their services, including Mental 
Health Association of Oklahoma, 
Tulsa Advocates for the Protection 
of Children, LIFE Senior Services, 
Emergency Infant Services, and 
Tulsa Public Schools.

RIBBON CUTTING:  Ready for the ribbon cutting are, from left, Phyllis 
Dotson and George Dotson, co-chairs of  the Capital Campaign, Sharon 
Atcheson, president, Assistance League Tulsa, Masha Darden, building lia-
son for Assistance League Tulsa, Judy Kishner, chairman of the board and 
Bill Major, executive director, of the Anne and Henry Zarrow Foundation.

BARGAINS THRIFT SHOP: Bargains Thrift Shop collects and sells 
affordable clothing and household items donated by Tulsans with sales 
proceeds helping to fund ALT programs. 
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Empty Bowls Hunger Awareness Dinner Held
With a goal of raising 2.8 mil-

lion meals to feed those in need in 
Oklahoma and raise awareness of 
the hunger issues in the state, the 
Empty Bowls Hunger Awareness 
Dinner and Auction was recently 
held.   This was the 22nd annual 
event presented by the Community 
Food Bank of Eastern Oklahoma, 
which was held at the Cox Busi-
ness Center ballroom.

The food bank is currently dis-
tributing 20 percent more food 
than last year. For that reason, this 
year’s goal was a 20 percent in-
crease in meals raised.

For ach dollar collected at Emp-
ty Bowls, the Food Bank distrib-

utes the equivalent of four meals. 
With administrative costs below 
four percent of the organization’s 
budget, donors can rest assured 
the Food Bank will provide a good 
return on investment with every 
dollar helping a family or child in 
need in eastern Oklahoma. 

“The recent school closures re-
mind us all how precarious the 
next meal is for many people in 
Oklahoma,” said Eileen Bradshaw, 
executive director of the Commu-
nity Food Bank of Eastern Okla-
homa. “Empty Bowls serves as 
a great moment to take notice of 
that need, and to affirm our com-
mitment of standing with those 

who need our help. With the need 
and distribution up 20 percent this 
year, the event was more important 
than ever.”

Honorary chair for the event was 
Katie Mabrey of Mabrey Bank. 
Guests to the event received a 
keepsake bowl, which serves as 
a reminder of the too many hun-
gry Oklahomans. The bowls serve 
as an event focal point each year, 
and to highlight the bowl potters, 
attendees had the chance to wit-
ness a live pottery demonstration.  
More than 1,000 guests attended 
this year’s event, which will also 
included a raffle, wine pull, mys-
tery box and a live auction. 

PARTNERING WITH EDUCATION:  The Food bank partners with 
educational institutions.  Guests at the Hunger Awareness Dinner, from 
William Penn Elementary, were, from left, Rachel Ericksen, Regan Da-
vis, Irving Peralta and Principal Shalise Jackson. 



Health food enthusiasts in Tulsa 
are rejoicing as Ediblend Super-
food Café proudly announced its 
fresh kiosk at the upcoming 27,000 
square foot food hall recently. The 
fresh kiosk will feature ediblend 
fan favorite items including its sig-
nature grab-and-go blends, salads, 
breakfast items and snacks. The 
upscale, modern ediblend concept 
promises to be a quick and conve-
nient way for Mother Road Mar-
ket-goers to fuel up with whole 
food options.

 Owned by sisters Piper Kacere 

and Amy Murray, Ediblend has 
been in business since 2014, in-
spiring Tulsans to live a healthier 
lifestyle by choosing restorative, 
plant-based foods and blends. Ed-
iblend focuses on making plant-
based, whole food undeniably 
delicious and accessible to the 
community of Tulsa.

“Our mission is to help our cli-
ents believe they can live a healthy 
lifestyle, empower them to make 
good choices and transform them 
with superfoods that will nourish 
from the inside out,” says Kacere. 

“As native Tulsans, we care about 
the health of our community. With 
the addition of the Ediblend fresh 
kiosk at the Mother Road Market, 
we’ll be providing plant-based, 
whole food options so Tulsans and 
tourists alike can have a healthy 
choice at their disposal.”

“Mother Road Market is proud 
to welcome another thriving wom-
en-owned business to our tenant 
mix,” says Lobeck Taylor Family 
Foundation CEO Elizabeth Frame 
Ellison. “Ediblend’s raw, vegan 
menu has been a favorite of our 
team since they brought samples to 
judges during their pitch at the Tul-
sa Startup Series in 2014! We are 
thrilled to work with this incredible 
company again to offer our custom-
ers a healthy, vegan and raw meal 
or snack.  Mother Road Market has 
an innovative, exploratory nature 
so we hope our visitors will enjoy 
trying a new blend or maybe a su-
perfood they haven’t otherwise had 
the opportunity to try!”

“We look forward to being part 
of this exciting food collective in 
Mother Road Market that is en-
gaged with the city of Tulsa and 
aims to be a destination for people 
looking to connect over wonderful 
meals and time spent together in a 
unique and vibrant marketplace,” 
says Murray.

Ediblend will continue to oper-
ate its two locations at 2050 Utica 
Square and 10115 S. Sheridan Rd., 
while opening the new space in 
Mother Road Market as their third 
location. They join previously an-
nounced tenants Andolini’s on the 
Mother Road, Bakeshop, Big Dip-
per Creamery, Bodhi’s Bowl, Me-
tropolis, OKCookieMomster and 
The Wurst, as the list of occupants 
continues to grow.

Project completion is expected 
in late summer 2018. The overall 
estimated economic impact for the 
first year of Mother Road Market 
is $23 million. There are just a few 
320 sq. ft. shops still available for 

lease. Benefits of opening at Moth-
er Road Market include affordable 
rent (including utilities), a fully 
programmed community space 
filled with seasonal, fun events, an 
ideal location along historic Route 
66, a dynamic network of innova-
tive business owners and entrepre-
neurs, and more. Interested parties 
should contact Jeff Thompson, 
General Manager at jeff@lobeck-
taylor.com.

By BLAKE AUSTYN
Contributing Writer

Dos Bandidos opened in March 
in the space that previously held 
Rusty Crane at 109 N. Detroit Ave. 
in downtown Tulsa’s Arts District.

I was sad to see Rusty Crane go. 
I know the owner, and I know how 
much of a dream that restaurant 
was for him. And the food was ex-
cellent and diverse.

Space in the Tulsa Arts District 
is in high demand, and the area 
around Detroit Avenue is seeing 
an even more pronounced uptick 
in traffic, with the start of Tul-
sa Drillers games and the recent 
opening of the Archer Building. 
In addition, the construction of a 
Holiday Inn Express, at the corner 
of Archer Street and Detroit Av-
enue, and the construction of the 
Flats on Archer, at the corner of 
Archer Street and Boston Avenue, 
will invite further density to the 
district. 

With all of this history and activ-
ity, therefore, I was curious to try 
Dos Bandidos, especially since it 

already has a successful restau-
rant, its flagship location, in Bix-
by, 13330 S. Memorial Dr.

The space has a lot going for 
it—besides its original renova-
tion by the owner of Rusty Crane, 
it boasts a very large outdoor 
patio. Additionally, our server 
mentioned that the owners are 
currently adding a stage to the 
outdoor area in order to bring in 
live entertainment.

On the Sunday afternoon that my 
group visited, it was a beautiful 
day, so we chose to sit outside and 
enjoy margaritas. I went with the 
24-ounce El Jefe margarita.

We began with the Mexican 
fries: French fries topped with 
carne asada, guacamole, cheese, 
sour cream and pico de gallo. The 
guacamole was to die for, adding 
a moistness and freshness to this 
dish and every dish it is included 
with. The steak was tender with 
barely any grizzle, which is a feat.

For our main courses, we chose 
the Combo Fajitas, with chicken 
and shrimp, and the Fish Tacos. 
The tacos came with two open-
face tacos plus rice and beans, 
guacamole, pico de gallo, and let-
tuce.

The fajitas came sizzling, as ex-

pected. The chicken and shrimp 
were both tender, juicy and flavor-
ful.

The Fish Tacos, on the other 
hand, I’m sorry to say, were quite 
opposite of that. While the tacos 
had a good amount of fish, the fla-
vor was lacking.

For those looking for deals, from 

2-5 p.m., seven days a week, the 
restaurant offers $1 tacos, with the 
choice of various meats. I made 
another special trip just to try these 
options, and I especially enjoyed 
the vegetarian taco with generous 
slices of zucchini. It was a great 
value and very tasty.

Other menu items include bur-

ritos, quesadillas, rice bowls, en-
chiladas and alambres—noted as a 
popular dish in Mexico City, made 
up of meat, bacon, onions, peppers 
and cheese.

Dos Bandidos opens seven days 
a week at 11 a.m., closing Sun-
day-Thursday at 10 p.m. and Fri-
days and Saturdays at 11 p.m.
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DINING IN GREATER TULSA

Local Dining

Dos Bandidos Expands Choices in Tulsa Arts District

DOWNTOWN NEWCOMER: Dos Bandidos sits in the former loca-
tion of Rusty Crane in the Tulsa Arts District at 109 N. Detroit Ave.

B
LA

K
E 

A
U

ST
Y

N
 fo

r G
TR

 N
ew

sp
ap

er
s

FAJITAS FABULOSO: The 
chicken and shrimp in Dos Bandi-
dos’ Combo Fajitas came out siz-
zling and were flavorful and tender.

Ediblend Superfood Joins Mother Road Mkt. 

HAPPY SISTERS:  Amy Murray 
and Piper Kacere are all smiles 
over their new location in the 
Mother Road Market.

EDIBLEND OFFERINGS
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HEALTH & WELLNESS

7600 S. LEWIS AVE • TULSA

918-493-2229 • UTICAPARKCLINIC.COM

SAME-DAY APPOINTMENTS

NEW PATIENTS WELCOME 

MOST INSURANCE PLANS ACCEPTED

Same-Day Appointments
at 76th & Lewis

North

UPC

E. 73rd St. S.

E. 75th St. S.

Oral Roberts University

S. Birm
ingham

 Ave.

S. Lew
is Ave.

E. 73rd St. S.

Dr. Nesbit has been caring for patients since 2006. 
“My patients have full access to my care,” he says. 
“When they are not feeling well, I work them in to 
my schedule so they can avoid urgent care facilities, 
emergency rooms and hospitalizations. If a higher 
level of care or a specialist is needed, I will direct 
them to a provider that I know and trust.” 

Close to home.

W. HUGH NESBIT, M.D.
Family Medicine

Hillcrest Donates Land
For Neighborhood Park

In 2009, after entering into a long-term 
lease of Benedict Park, Hillcrest Health-

care System representatives met with the 
Forest Orchard Neighborhood Association 
(FONA) to discuss the creation of an interi-
or park for the neighborhood.

The land where the park sits is a donation 
from Hillcrest to the City of Tulsa. Hillcrest 
purchased five dilapidated properties along 
South Rockford Avenue in May 2012 and, 
with the support of the neighborhood resi-
dents, razed the houses in June 2012, creat-
ing the space for Forest Orchard Park.

The development of Forest Orchard 
Park represents a continuing collabora-
tion among Hillcrest, the City of Tulsa 
and neighborhood leaders to enhance 
Forest Orchard neighborhood. Hillcrest 

is an active member of FONA.
A Small Area Plan has been created for 

the neighborhood and surrounding area and 
outlines potential future developments and 
enhancements.

Forest Orchard Park is owned by the City 
of Tulsa Park and Recreation Department. 
Hillcrest will provide ongoing maintenance 
of the park.

Hillcrest employees and the community 
participated in the naming of the park, ul-
timately selecting the name Forest Orchard 
Park.

Hillcrest is a strong supporter of the com-
munity through this and other public/pri-
vate partnerships. Hillcrest Medical Cen-
ter celebrates its centennial, 100 years of 
changing lives, in 2018.

FOREST ORCHARD OPENING:  Tulsa Mayor G.T. Bynum spoke along with Kevin Gross, 
Hillcrest HealthCare System CEO, and Kimberly Norman, a leader of the Forest Orchard 
Neighborhood Association, at the ribbon cutting of the Forest Orchard Park. The Forest Or-
chard neighborhood is located between 11th and 15th streets and Utica and Peoria avenues.

FOREST ORCHARD PARK 

Courtesy photo

Courtesy photo
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EDUCATION

T R A I N  F O R  A  C A R E E R  
I N  H E A L T H C A R E

Broken Arrow Campus 
4000 W. Florence St.

Lemley Memorial Campus 
3420 S. Memorial Dr.

Owasso Campus 
10800 N. 140 E. Ave.

Peoria Campus 
3850 N. Peoria Ave.

Riverside Campus 
801 E. 91st St.

Sand Springs Campus 
924 E. Charles Page Blvd.

(918) 828-5000
info@tulsatech.edu

Prepare for your future and learn the skills to achieve your goals. Apply online  

at tulsatech.edu/apply or for more information, call (918) 828-5000.

» Over 90 Career Majors     » State-of-the-Art Classes & Labs      
» No Tuition for H.S. Students     » Affordable Tuition for Adults

AT TULSA TECH,  WE 
HELP STUDENTS GET  

ON THE PATH TO A 
SUCCESSFUL CAREER

1st–12th Grade 

May 22–august 10
Join us on our 120-acre wooded campus complete 

with two gyms, athletic fields, barnyard, splash pad, 
hiking trails, and picnic areas.

2433 West 61st Street • 918.446.3553 • riverfield.org

Courtesy Oral Roberts University

EDUCATIONAL BLISS:  ORU students celebrate their graduation at the university’s May 5 commence-
ment. Author, entrepreneur, and president & CEO of The Freemount Corporation, Clifton Taulbert, delivered 
the commencement address. Taulbert is a 1971 graduate of ORU and serves on its Board of Reference.

Courtesy The University of Tulsa

TU MAKING A DIFFERENCE:  As part of their final capstone project, University of Tulsa mechanical en-
gineering seniors spent the past semester designing and building the above balance board project for students 
at the Little Light House.  The device uses magnets to support the platform and damp its motion as the children 
shift their balance forward and backward, left and right. The balance board can be used by children sitting or 
standing.  In addition to senior projects, many other TU students regularly participate in the university’s Make 
a Difference Engineering (MADE at TU) initiative, focusing their talents on projects that address the special 
needs of local residents with physical and developmental disabilities. This year, students also designed a fishing 
simulator to assist patients with therapy at Cancer Treatment Centers of America.  Behind the students is De-
partment Chair and Harry H. Rogers Endowed Chair in Mechanical Engineering John Henshaw.



Clayton Keith may have a new career, but 
his style is definitely classic, highlighted 
by the fact that he prefers 
to honor his craft working 
as a barber, as opposed to 
a stylist. One of the met-
ro-area’s newest members 
to join the grooming pro-
fession can be found at 
Blades Barbering, located 
at 3711 S. Harvard Ave. 
The Owasso and Collins-
ville area resident credits 
many special childhood 
memories for his initial at-
traction to the industry.  

“My interest in becoming 
a barber was influenced by 
some great memories of 
going to the barber shop 
with my grandfather,” 
Keith says. “And I was al-
ways drawn to the vintage 
part of the industry, the 
history of the business. It 
all goes together with my 
interests in classic hot rods 
and many other types of 
classic or vintage design in 
many other types of art.”

Barbering was not the first career path for 
the proud husband and father, and the pro-
gram was not the first he had completed at 
Tulsa Tech.

“Many years ago, not long after I gradu-
ated high school, I completed the Collision 
Refinishing program,” Keith says. “And I 
worked successfully in the industry for a 
few years before eventually working in 
manufacturing.”

However, neither a career in automotive 
refinishing or exploring later opportuni-
ties in the manufacturing sector provided 
the two qualities Keith sought; working 
for himself and utilizing his skills as an 
artist.

“Becoming a barber gives me the op-
portunity to work for myself,” Keith says. 
“And at the same time it provides another 
creative outlet I can explore as an artist.”

The barber says his new career choice 
has taken some adjustment, and he has had 

to work in order to im-
prove several workplace 
skills not often required in 
his past jobs.

“This career has chal-
lenged me to get out of 
some of my own comfort 
zones,” Keith says. “I 
have a unique opportunity 
to interact with customers 
in a more direct way than 
any of my previous jobs. I 
am listening to them, then 
able to make my clients 
happy and confident with 
their look.”

Although technically 
still one of Tulsa’s newest 
barbers, this Tulsa Tech 
alum already provides 
some sage advice for those 
wishing to work in the in-
dustry.

“The most challenging 
part of this career is that 
you are constantly trying 
to improve your skills 
in very different areas,” 

Keith says. “You want to improve your 
barber skills, while improving your in-
dividual brand or image, all while repre-
senting the shop well. My goal each day 
is simple; improve my customer service 
skills, my barbering skills, and my overall 
business skills.”

Tulsa entrepreneur Chuck Jones has 
owned and operated Blades Barbering for 
nearly a decade and believes that Keith em-
bodies all the skills necessary for success 
in the industry.

“There are some basic skills that make a 
good barber, Jones says. “Good commu-
nication skills, prompt problem-solving 
skills, and being committed to always 
being a lifelong learner. Clayton demon-
strates all of these skills and then some, 
which is why I feel he will be a great bar-
ber.”

When he is not spending time with his 
family, or admiring vintage rides, Clayton 
Keith admits he dreams of someday possi-
bly owning his own shop.

“I’m a simple man and certainly very 
happy with what I have,” Keith says. “But 
I think all barbers sometimes think about 
owning their own shop at one time or an-
other. I have always been interested in 
grooming products for men also, so who 
knows, maybe sometime in the future.”

Clayton Keith’s shop should be easy to 
spot, when he reaches that goal. It will be 
vintage design, plenty of classic stock, and 
will include a lowered, 1964 Chevy truck 
in the lobby.

If you’re currently looking for a new style 
of career, exciting classes for high school 
and adult students, or quality business and 
industry training, Tulsa Tech invites you to 
visit today.  For more information, please 
call 918-828-5000 or visit us online at tul-
satech.edu.
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News From
Tulsa Tech

By DR. STEVE TIGER
Superintendent

New Career, Classic Style for Tulsa Tech Alum

BLADES BARBERING: Tulsa Tech grad-
uate Clayton Keith in enjoying his second 
career as a barber at Blades Barbering, 
3711 S. Harvard Ave. 

Courtesy Tulsa Tech
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GTR SALUTES 2018 PRIVATE SCHOOL SENIORS
Augustine Christian 

Academy
Ian Applebaum
Katherine Bates
Kayla Bender

Ian Brandenburg 
Moriah Brewer

Micah Chambers 
Joshua Chasteen 
Michael Conroy 
Emilia Contreras 
Victoria Duntley 
Andrew Hastings 
Taralynn Hurdle 

Olivia Iwama 
Jordan LaGorce 

Ben Osborne 
Joel Pearson 
Adam Perry 
Olivia Taylor 
Mason Waller 

Abigail Williams 

Bishop Kelley
High School

Garrett Alexander
Avery Allen

Bryce Alonso
Yaquelin Adame

Caleb Alvez
Megan Ames

Ashlyn Armour
Grace Arnold

Nicholas Barone
Katherine Barton
Alisa Barzellone
Margaret Basso
Sadie Baumann
Mark Bautista
Carly Beets
Ian Benedict

Jack Berrey
Sophia Berry
Devin Bishop
David Bolton

William Bomprezzi
Zoe Boyle

Alexander Brainerd
Anna Brennan
Angela Brown

Nathaniel Bryce
Mitchell Bunkers

Lauren Bush
Zachary Butler

Ethan Cain
Kevin Callan

Rachel Carlson
Jayden Chapman

Joel Christner
Kathryn Clark

Maria Clay
Zachary Coffman

Hallie Cole
William Cook

Isabella Cooreman
Hannah Copsey

Lizette Cosio-Gonzalez
Hunter Couch
Leah Craddock

Macy Craig
John Culver

Zahra Cummings
Thomas Cunningham

Molly Cyr
Valentin Danescu

Taylor Davis
Kaylee Dawson

Ryan Dee
Isabella DesBarres
Kenton Dipiazzo

Jack Doan
Michael Douglas

Paul Dower
Clark-Zackary Driz

Elise Duffy
Catherine Easterling

Jacob Eggleston
McKenna Elias

Emily Ervin
Andrew Eschenheimer

Sarah Evans
Estefania Alvarez

Ann Flusché
Amy Foegelle

Charles Franczyk
Vincent Frisillo

Madison Galbraith
Madison Garrison
Kathryn Gasaway
Mary Gathright
Ryan Gendron

Matthew Gibson
Ryan Glenn

John Godfrey
Julio Gonzales
Davis Govrik

Cameron Greer
Jared Greif
Jack Griffin
Joshua Guirl
Monif Habib

Dalton Hallum
Miriam Hanisch
Cameryn Hart

Matthew Harter
Syed Hassany

Cameron Hawkins
Zakaryas Henderson

Gabrielle Henry
Chloe Julian Herron
Mariana Hightower
Quinton Hoagland

Ethan Hodgens
Morgan Hogner
Reese Holder
Katlyn Huber
Greer Hudkins
Andrew Hyman
Riley Hyroop

John Jarboe, III
Nicolas Jolin
James Jones

Kathryn Jones
Kimberly Jones

Reese Jones
Kevin Kaiser

Erin Kane
Erin Kirk

Gabriela Lara
Lance Lehman

Danielle Lewallen
Isabella Lieberman

Peyton Lissau
Gabriel Litteer

Elizabeth MacKenna
Kathryn Major

Christian Maldonado
Chloe Marouk
Lauren Martin
James Mathis

Hannah Matuszak
Cade McCoy

Riley McDonald
Mary McGough
Cecilia McHugh
Jake McMurray

Allison McMurry
Matthew Mires
Ana Moazami

Emanuel Montanez
Christopher Moore

Dierdre Moore
Giovanni Mora
Emily Murphy
Sydney Murrah
Addison Neel

Claire O’Meilia
Michael Pagano

Lane Parham
Nicolle Parker
Robert Pearce

William Phenicie, II
Braden Stockton Pitts
Steven Plaisance, II

Halle Poleman
Murisa Polk

Ryan Rafferty
Declan Ralson
Kendall Reed

Miranda Resser
Luke Revard

Jacob Rice
Christopher Ritchie

Kiley Ritchie
Meredith Ritchie

Bridger Rives
Madeline Roberts
Mary Robertson

Tyler Roepke
Shannon Rose
Nathan Rosiere

Grace Roy
John Rucker

Nicholas Ryan
Garrett Salyer
Abby Scalet

Abigail Schell
Paige Schockemoehl

Andrew Seely
Mackenzie Sena

Rafael Serrano- Me-
neses

Alexis Sheely
Brooke Shugart

Gracie Sicka
Baylor Simmons

Ike Slayton
Elizabeth Smith

Remmington Smith
Samuel Smith
Turner Snapp
Bailey Soukup

Carter Stansbarger
Dalton Staurovsky

Kirstyn Stecker
Maris Susman

Harrison Tapper
Ashleigh Tey-

gong-Wade
Baylor Thomas

Emma Ryan Thomas
Sydney Thorpe

Sydney Tran
Isabella Turner

Kylie Uy
Juanpablo Vazquez
Nelson Walker III

Olivia Wells
Ryan Wheeler

Victoria Wierzchowski
William Wilkening

Anna Williams
Matthew Williams

Stuart Wire
Eileen Young

Miles Zeligson
Mary Ziegler

Kira Ziola

Cascia Hall  
Prepatory School

Dalton Abney
Minna Apostolova

Gabrielle Armstrong
Claude Baluh

Gabriella Bernal
Victoria Bonham
Bennett Boone
Elena Boyaci

Matthew Braley
Epadajah Brooks

Riley Conner
Johnathan Cowen

Kylie D’Alessandro
Conner Day

Sommer DeSelms
John Donatucci
Trinity Douglas

Julia Elias
Lydia Elias

George Enterline
Geoffrey Escandor
Charles Freeman

Andrew Goldsmith
Celyn Grigson
Lewis Guillory

Taylor Gunn
Logan Guthrie

Gavin Hannagan
Harrison Hardman
Anne Hornibrook

Wilson Hoyt
Claudia Kelly
Da’Veon Lee

Yuetian Li
Diamond Monique 

Demery Mack
Jacob Mailot

Conrad Markert
Benjamin Mathers

Lauren McCay
Harrison McCormick
Emily Bliss McDonie

John Milanowski
Erin Milsten

Jonah Mitchell
Joseph Morrell

Catherine Murphy
KeAnna Nelson
Peter Nguyen

Amanda Outlaw
Jordan Owens
Chloe Phillips
Emma Powers

Xinlin Pu
Anne Quint

Erika Ravitch
Samuel Reed

Matthew Reiners
Payton Rhodes

Anne Stagg
Katelyn Stevens

Tanner Swab
Chase Taylor

Michael Thetford
Ethan Tidmore

Jack Tims
Anton Uhren
Avery Videll

Jackson Wagner
Grant Warthan
Raielle Watkins

Teriza West
Andrew Wilson
Paxton Wright 

Christian Heritage 
Education Center 

Tyler Dameron 
Dylan Smith

Faith Central  
Christian Academy

Sabrina Rickner

Lincoln Christian 
High School 

Lilliana Acosta
Nathan Albro

Victoria Augusta
Katie Barnes

Rebekah Calloway
Carmen Caver
Jenna Clothier
Jenna Curlee
Luke Dewan

Tristan Donnelly
Grace Emerick

Roy Evans
Ashley Feeley
Micah Gardner
Addison Gaut
Hadlee Gill

Dalton Grauer
Paige Grossi

Aidan Hatfield
Alyssa Hawk

Peiton Heineman
Nathan Howard

Chandler Hudson
Alyssa Huneryager

Samuel Hurd
Adler Isbell

Mariah Katsis
Rachel Lanoue

Emily Legg
Carter McCullough
Madelyn McMurray

Sadie McPherson
Harison Michael

Wyatt Miller
Zakery Moore
Julia Moriarty
David Murphy
Megan Parris
Lucas Patuto
Richard Reed
Chase Ritchey

Noah Ross
James Rott
Sean Rubin

Bailey Sartain
Hannah Sedgwick

Gabriel Seiler
Benjamin Self
Brock Sherwin
Chloe Stefanov

Chaselynn Stephens
Reagan Streck
Emma Suter

Addison Thornton
Jensen Turner
Preston Turner
Isaac Villarreal

Jenna Vogt
Emily Welch

Ian Whitmarsh
Christopher Wiland

Molly Worley

Holland Hall  
Prepatory School

Darin Arnold
Nabeel Ayub

Grant Bagwell
Mariah Battle

Allison Bovasso
Colin Broermann

Daniel Carter 
Jonathan Connor

Olivia Cooper
Blake Curlee

Corbin Daniels
Katherine Darden

Madalyn Davidson
Taryn Davis-Booker

Alexandria Doyle
Andrew Draheim
Sydney Edwards
Emily Elmburg
Sophie Fears

Grant Freeman
Nadia Geer

Jacqueline Gibson
Julita Gross

Jack Grossman
Ryen Guthrie

Katherine Hawkins
Edward Herndon

Olivia Hicks
Robert Hughes
Jared Isaacson
Lucy Johnson
Ryan Johnson

Ryan Jones
Max Kazarian
Brendan Kiely

Vaishnavi Kumar
Edward Lawson
Blake Mabrey

Spencer Makhani
Laura Marshall

Alexander Martucci
Kellen Mayberry
Bryce McConnell
Graham Nelson
David Neumaier
Jackson Ostroski

Nikhil BPatel
Tejal Patel

Micah Patrick
Matthew Pearson
Sarah Redmond
Asha Richardson
Ireland Rowan
Salehe Saidi

Gracie Schiffmacher
Megan Self

Liam Shingleton
Jacob Simmons
Joseph Smith
Thomas Smith
Sarah Stinnett

Olivia Studebaker
Kobi Thompson

Samantha Todhunter
Addison Wallace

Nathan Washecheck
Zoe Weinstein

Keegan Whisman
Jonas Yona Ludomya

Metro Christian  
Academy

Eleanor Anderson 
Roman Bandy
Samuel Barber
Dylan Bierman
Annie Birney
Aiden Black
Jake Brown

Matthew Burchard
Katarina Caldwell

Sophia Clark
Coleman Davis

Christian DeMaio
Rachel Dick
Olivia Duke

Lindsey Dunlap
James Eagleton

Jonathan Fennell
John Ferrell

Zackary Fields
David Fisher

Brenna Folkers
Matthew Fossett
Meredith Francis
Nicole Frankamp

Bailey French
Isabella Garagusi
Broderick Gibson

Olivia Gordon
Hannah Gray
Chloe Griffin

Hannah Griffin
Ashlyn Groves
Scott Gudgel
Breelyn Hale

Nichole Harrell
Samuel Hatley

Elizabeth Heinecke
Leighton Hopkins
Madison Horton
Emilee Hudson

Cooper Hunting-
ton-Bugg

William Huston
Malory Jackson
Ashlee Jenkins

Elizabeth Johnson
Robert Johnson

Colin Joski

Ryan Killingsworth
Elisabeth King
Martin Knapp
John Landers
Griffin Lane
Jaehyun Lee

Alexander MacLean
David Mattax

Carissa Mazzei
Katherine McKee
Nicholas McKee

Grace Merrill
Lauren Meyer

Katherine Miller
Mary Mills

Cameron Mitchell
Timothy Mitchell
Moriah Moody
Sierra Munoz

John Mutersbaugh
Ashley Nelson
Stuart Nelson

Donovan Nicholson
Kevin Oler

Bradyn Papke
Herriot Robards
Megan Roberts

Jack Roe
Logan Rogers

Timothy Rogers
Diego Rojas

Lindsey Ronk
Zoe Rose

Riley Roth
Tucker Row
Foster Roy

Kyla Saurino
Emily Savage

Charlotte Serage
Adrian Severino
Blake Shannon
William Shaw

Dalton Smallwood
Addison Smith

Jenna Smith
Dawson Sorrels

Kara Speer
Rachel Stacy
Ote Staton

Carly Stewart
Parker Strickland
Landon Tedford

Cara Thoene
Emily Thomas

Elaina Thurman
Madison Underhill

Chaney Wagner
Samuel Wales
Parker Wilson
Blaire Wyrrick   

Mingo Valley  
Christian

  Andrew Abernathie
Sydney Blackburn
Peyton Buchanan

Sarah Clay
Jonathan Coleman

Jillian Darden
Abby Downing
Molly Dudley

Jensen Gressett
Lydia Hall

Meredith Hall
Jesse Isaacs-Boyett
Makenzie Johnson

Ethan Jones
Brady Mayfield

Seth McKee
Zachary Pulay
Nathan Reisner
Maxwell Steele

Regent Christian 
Academy

 Benjamin Bayless
Brially Borden
Zack Fincher

Joshua Garrett
Steven Erik Hjelm

Grant Martin
Tyler McPheeters
Tanner Muckey
Luke Norvell
Austin Ogden
Reilly Peace

Evan Shapleigh
Dawson Smith
Parker Smith
Matthew Stitt
Abigail Toler

Rejoice Christian 
School

Holly Beers
Holly Blakemore
Bailey Brennan

Kaleb Brim
William Brown

Kelsey Campbell
Clara Cox

Grant Custer
Jonathan Deitrick
Clayton Dimick

Katy Fischer
Nicholas Flinchum

Kendall Freeman
Evan Gordon
Amy Gower
Gage Griffin
April Hiatt

Taytum Hickey
Daniel Holden, Jr.

Clayton Hurst
Garrett Hutchinson
Stephen Johnston

Corbin Kelley
Brent Kerr

Zachary Kilpatrick
Zachary Larkin

Garrett Lenamond
Brooke Mangold
Madison Meyer

Avery Miller
Matthew Nicholson

Aubri Palmer
Jacob Parker

Timothy Payne
Chapman Pennington

Jordan Plumlee
Kaleigh Revard
Bryce Sanchez
Lauren Smither

Anna Sobol
Joseph Speer

Taryn Thompson
Garrett Tredway

Anna Tucker
Madison Wells

Christopher White
Carson York  

Riverfield Country  
Day School

 Brett Anderson  
  Andrew Bates  

  Matt Bogle  
  Grace Clark  
  Altug Delen  

  Kip Derryberry  
  Aidan Doyle  
  Drew Dozier  

  Drew Dreiling  
  Jackson Eagle  
  Braxton Gore  

  Julia Hale  
  Eilyn Hammer  

  Matthew Hawkins  
  Grant Heinig  

  Charlie Heldebrandt  
  Jad Jaafar  

  Evan Keely  
  Connor Keesling  
  Karsten Knutsen  
  Noah Laubach  
  Ryan Lenard  
  Alexis Lipe  

  Brenna Maxey  
  Alex Milton  

  James Morley  
  Meredith Peters  

  Tollie Pugh  
  Katy Redmond  

  Adaira Reid  
  Drew Richardson  

  Syd Rideout  
  Zach Rudd  
  Hana Saad  

  Hannah Sage  
  Carter Smith  

  Loren Standley  
  James Taylor  
  Ben Violett  
  Rachel Wolf

Summit Christian 
Academy

Noah  Allen 
Tristan  Atkinson 
Chloe Baucom 
Bethany Betru 

Abigail Brumbaugh 
Abby Cooper 
Emma Davis 

Aliyah Dawson
Grant Edgeller 

Luke Fieker 
Bradley Fritch 
Jacob Gerber 

Daniel Giddens 
Tyler Gordon 
Anthony Han 

Allie Hitchcock 
Chandler Hotchkies 

Briar Jennings 
Isaac Jones 
Erin Lazio 
Talli Lynch 

Abby Mashburn 
Kyle Mason 

Nguyen Nguyen 
Tori Ozment 
Lijah Smith 

Kieren Tabor 
Sara Taylor 

Amaya Wright

Town and Country
Byron Alexander         

Isaiah Burris                 
Claire Caldwell           
Alec Dinkins               

Dominic Feickert        
Hunter Hathaway             
Katie Hendricks           

Elayne Hoar                 
John David Layne       
Ryan McBurnett         

Ireyon Nevels            
Christina Oskey         
Kelly Riddick            

Sarah Scott                
Brandon Sneed         
Caleb Trotter    

Victory Christian 
Academy

Victoria Acevedo 
Joseph Anderson 
Avery Atkinson 
Michael Barber 
Josiah Barnes 

Zachary Beasley 
Benjamin Beckham 
Brandon Benjamin 

Brianne Bolks 
Jack Bradley 
Sarah Brock 

Cassidy Brown 
Sydni Brown 

Dakota Brownfield 
Logan Bruhn 
Lingpu Bu 

Caleb Calhoon 
Lisa Calix Pires 
Wanxuan Chen 
Lyndsay Cherry 

Kevin Cox 
Hong Dang 

Mercy Dappa 
MacKenzie Decker 

Beichen Fan 
Kassidy Farquhar 

Cameron Fenimore 
Lauren Fleming 

Jaden Foster 
Evan Fujikawa 
Patience Garrett 
Jordan Graham 
Sophia Gravato 

Elisabeth Greenwood 
Anna Hamby 
Rhema Harris 
Tyler Hicks 

Michaelen Hill 
Chloe Hockaday 
Hunter Holmes 
Jaeden Hook 

Halley Huffman 
Joshua Hunt 

Nathaniel Hunter 
Tong Jin 

Logan Johnson 
Samuel Khai 
Violet Knull 

Nathanael Lamb 
Hoang Le 

Lingwei Lyu 
Yilin Lyu 

Hannah Marshall 
Terry Massingill 

Kristoffer Matsson 
Matthew Mayberry 

Aleah Meuniot 
Miguel Meuniot 
Hunter Mitchell 
Kaitlyn Muratet 
Maison Myers 
Jewellia Nance 

Deana Newberry 
Noah Norris 

Blonia Nshime 
Jessica Orth 
Sung Park 

Elese Parker 
Michaela Phippen 

Ryan Pittman 
Hannah Raymer 
Sarah Raymer 
Paul Rector 

Braeden Richardson 
Kimonyo Rwema 

Maysa Sanders 
Taylor Sanders 
Blake Schwier 
April Sellers 
Heejo Sim 
Onjo Sim 

LaTrey Spivey-Colbert 
Madalynn Sprik 
Olivia Stenzel 

Cassandra Sutka 
Camden Swan 

Sean Tiffee 
Hien Tran 

Natalie Valverde 
Georgina Vilchis 

Ryan Wakley 
Michael Walker 
Tress Wedman 
Logan Wilkie 
Kaeley Wilson 
Sydney Wilson 

Abby Woodward 
Jae Hee Yun 

Yiming Zhang 
YuRu Zhou 
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GTR SALUTES BIXBY HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS
Denise Aguayo

Zachariah Albert
Madison Aleman

Dillion Allen
Samuel Ammons
Autumn Andrews
Holden Ashford

Brendon Ashmore
Monica Ayala
Nathan Baber
Daniel Baker
Joshua Baker

Cade Baldridge
Noah Barney
Colby Bartz
Haden Bartz

Averee Bassett
Madison Beard
Hunter Begin
Blake Behrens

Tylan Bell
Bailey Benton
Caleb Besmer
Kylee Beuttel

Steven Bighorse
Maddie Bittle

Zachary Bohbrink
Jordyn Bolles

Zachary Bolles
Ethan Bolton
Karli Boshers

Hannah Bowlin
Elizabeth Bradley
Victoria Bradshaw

Kaileigh Brady
Baylee Branham
Keiran Branson
Olivia Brantley

Bryce Bray
Madelynn Briggs
Isabella Briscoe
Brody Brown

Claudia Brown
Cameron Bruce

Skylar Bury
Mitchell Buxton
Alannah Byers

Dylan Cady
Eric CaltonWatkins

Paden Campbell
Tanner Campbell
Dakota Cannon
Spencer Carlin

Caroline Carson
Nicholas Carson

Blaine Carter
Whitley Cary

Tatum Chambers
Brayden Cherrington

Alexis Christian
John Christy

Kassie Churchill
Emma Clark

Cameron Clay
Aleecia Close
Vanessa Close

Gabrielle Colley
Parker Conway

Madison Cooper
Claire Copeland

Natalie Copenhaver
Brenna Crow
Kaden Crow

Samantha Crowell
Kali Cue

Tayler Cummings
Haylee Curtis
Callie Davis
Jack Davis

Madalynn Dees
Madelyn Deevers
Morgan Delancy

Brandon DeLaRosa
Xavier DesChamp
Katarina DeSpain
Vaishvi Diwanji

Karlee Doak
Daniel Doan
Melissa Dosh

Hanna Doudican
Cale Dowler

Kimberly Draeger
Sarah Duiveman

Mia Dunagan
Hope Dunn
Ezrie Dyer

Walker Dykes
Brook Dyson
Rachel Eckert
Brett Edens

Lanceton Edwards
Tristan Edwards

Derek Egede
Kenissa Elliott

Chase Ellis
Cody Ellis

Steven Epperson
Alma Espino

KyleJordan Evans
Colyn Farley

Zachary Fekkers
Jade Fernandez

Sara Fiser
Trinity Fisher

Cayden Fivecoats
Ragan Fletcher

Anjellina FloresAceves
Skylar Fogerty
Jeffrey Foster
Lauren Fox
Nina Fox

Hailey Freeman
Lastin Freeman

Josie Friend
Lindsey Fulbright
Morgan Gaebel
Addy Gaines

Lauren Gallien
Jayson Galvan
Jake Garman

Jessica Garman
Alexis Garrett

Alexis Garrison
Alissa Garrison
Conner Gaszak
Chase George

Jasmine Ghavami
Claire Gibson
Ethen Gibson

Nicholas Gibson
Zoe Gillett

Makenzie Gipson
Kamryn Good

Kaitlyn Goodroe
Natalie Gough
Jeremy Graham
Luke Graham

Alexis Greathouse
Caitlin Green
Isabella Green

MaxwellReece Green
Jacob Griffin
Abbie Griffith
Stoney Grogan
Carter Guretzki
Maxwell Guyer

Elizabeth Gwartney
Raina Hahn

Kellen Hamilton
Madison Hamilton
Hayden Hamrick
Joseph Handley

Seth Harjo
Zachary Harris
Tyler Haughn

Mycah Haynes
Mason Hazel
Parker Head
Mason Hearn
Kalie Helms

Matthew Henderson
Bryce Hendrix
Jenna Henson
Anna Hermes

Isac Hernandez
Samuel Herrold
Lauryn Hicks
Hamish Hill
Samuel Hink
Trevor Hock

Tanner Holden
Austin Hollingsworth

Spencer Holmes
Jeter Hood

Sydney Hooper
Ruth Howard
Jordan Howell

Carley Huffaker
Connor Hughes
Tiernan Hughes
Kaitlin Hurley
Alexis Ibrik

Meredith Iden
Nazar Ignatev

Forrest Jackson
Evan Jiles
Nolan Jobe
Anna Johns

Kylee Johnson
Levi Johnson

Alec Jones
Austin Jones

Michael Jones
Gabrielle Justus

Carrington Keithline
Michael Kemmerly
Brandon Kendrick

Hannah Kerr
Kiara Kincaid
Staton King

Benjamin Kinkaid
Kristian Kirkland

Brian Klein
Kelcie Knight
John Krueger

McKinzey LaBiche
Brennon Lacy
Travis LaFever
Samuel Lakin

Kamren Lambdin
Bailey LaValley

Lillian Lavendusky
Joseph Lay

Spencer Leavitt
Melissa Ledesma

Caroline Lee
Christifer Lee
Zachary Legg

Allison Lindsey
Sean Lindsey

Joshua Littlehead
Noah Love

Zachary Luko
Carson Lund
Dylan Lund

Mackenzie Lynch
Savannah Maddox

Jacob Mallery
Brooke Manasco
Emma Marquette
Isabel Martinez

Thomas Martinez
Brock Masters

Rebecca Mathis
Cody McAllister
Kaitlyn McCaig

Madison McCorkel
Kaitlyn McCully

Jacob McGee
Luke McGlothlin
Brianna McKay
Luke McKenney

Alexandra McManus
Elizabeth McNally
Kathryn McNally
Michael McNally
Joshua McNeiland

Sailor Meier
Cameron Mendoza
Jessica Mendoza

Jacob Meyer
Savannah Meyer
Andrew Miller
Tanner Minick

Marharyta Mironava
Cameron Mitchell

Cole Mitchell
Haleigh Mixon

Allison Modglin
Cally Molton

Alex Montgomery
Parker Moore

Camryn Morales
Jacob Morgan

Maria MorinNunez
Aavier Mouton
Jerred Mulkey
Evan Mumma
Andrea Munoz
Michael Musso
Bailey Neasby
Jacob Newman

Alexander Nunley
Abel Olivas
Ally Olsen

Heather ONeal
Joshua Owens
Steve Owings
Patrick Parenti
Kylie Parker

GraceAnn Partain
Brendan Paul

Tucker Pawley
Isabella Pearcy
Taylor Pease

Giovanni Pedretti
Christopher Pepek

Josefa Perez
Cali Peters

Dalton Peters

Preston Peters
Blake Phillips

Terea Pickering
Mirra Platner
Jade Plunkett

Nicholas Polito
Alyson Porter
Alexa Powers

Brandee Presley
Savannah Price

Bridgette Puckett
Cassidy Pyles
Nicholas Rake

Guillermo RamirezOrtiz
Heather Randolph
Rheagan Raynor

Ethan Rayon
Rebecca Rayon
Lora Redding
Cassidy Reed

Sara Reed
Taylor Reimer

Benjamin Reinholz
Wyatt Richardson
Zachary Riddle

Grace Riggenbach
Lauren Riggs

Quinn Roberson
Andrew Robertson
Emilee Robertson

Charles Rogall
Heather Rogers
Kaitlyn Rollo
Addison Ronk

Tyler Ross
Alejandra Ruiz
Samantha Rule
Luca Russell
Lindsay Saul

Caitlin Sawatzky
Lauren Scavezze

Ryan Schmidt
Gabriel Schnare

Abbigail Schoolfield
Evan Schoppel

Benjamin Seaman
Mason Sebastian

Devin Self
Bryan Sellers
Tyler Shaw

Samantha Shay
Samuel Sherman

Tyler Sides
Isaac Simmons
Macy Simmons
Kyle Simpson

Elizabeth Sinnett
Gary Smith

Hayley Smith
Kaitlyn Smith
Kory Soendker
Ashley Spears
Ally Spriggs

Jordan St. Onge
Justice Stacy

Reed Stallsmith
Orelious Steele

Cameron Stephens
Ryan Stetler

Drew Stieben
Aileen Stogsdill

David Stone
Deante Strickland
Lawson Sumler

Alexandria Tafoya
Colton Tafoya
Cole Taubel

Arielle Taylor
Zachary Taylor

Mija Telles
Nathan Thao

Sarah Thomas
Zachary Thomas

Deanna Thompson
Trinity Thurmond

Coby Tillman

Cooper Timmons
Bret Trahan
John Tulloch
Aurora Turley
Jessica Turney
Kordel Tyler
Sarah Tyree

Rebekah Underwood
Zeke Upshaw
Evyn Upton

Tyler VanDecar
Benjamin Vick

Eduardo Villasenor
Jadon Waffle
Carlie Walker
Luke Wallace

Rebecca Walters
Bryan Warren

Nicholas Warren
Jacob Webb

McKinlie Webber
Kaleigh Webster
Brooklyn Welch

Terra Wells
McKenna Whalen

Logan Wheeler
Autumn White
Ireland White

Cheyenne Wigger
Natalie Wilkinson
Miles Willhoite

Christian Williams
Jesse Williams
Lily Williams

Victoria Williams
Courtney Winters
Erica Wisniewski
Brooke Woltjer
Joshua Womack
Chloe Woodson

Britney Worthington
Logan York

Annie Young
Michael Young
Brandon Yulee

Congratulations
Class 0f 2018!

11134 S Memorial Drive   BTCBroadband.com

Fiber Makes It Possible

11134 S Memorial Drive   BTCBroadband.com

Gigabit Internet
For 3
Months!*

 (918)366-8000

FREE

*Limited time offer. Free gig for  ber residents; call for free
non--ber resident offer.

What Are You Waiting For?
Switch Today!
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SPORTS

DRILLERS HAT GIVEAWAY

Thu, May 31
7:05PM
Presented by:

US Army Corps of Engineers
MICKEY MANTLE RING GIVEAWAY

Sat, June 16
7:05PM
Presented by:

Central Bank of Oklahoma

FAITH AND FAMILY NIGHT
FEAT. MICAH TYLER

Fri, May 18
7:05PM

Presented by: Southern Nazarene University

FIREWORKS NIGHTS
MAY 18

Presented By: 
Arvest 1,000,000 Meals

MAY 19
Presented By: 

AAutism Oklahoma

JUNE 1
Presented By: 
U.S. Cellular

JUNE 2
Presented By: 

Hard Rock Hotel & Casino

JUNE 15JUNE 15
Presented By: 

PSO

 918.744.5901TICKETS AVAILABLE NOW: R O U G H N E C K S F C . C O M  |  9 1 8 . 7 4 4 . 5 9 0 1
TICKETS AVAILABLE NOW

SAT. JUNE 9
|| 7:30PM ||
ONEOK Field
TRFC Kit Giveaway

SAT. MAY 26
|| 7:00PM ||
ONEOK Field
Fireworks Show

Upcom ing
  Ma t c h e s

Dirt Track Legends Remember Great Times
By GLENN HIBDON
GTR Sports Writer

 
  Smiles, hugs and handshakes were as 

numerous as hot laps at an open wheel 
race car track. Old time weekend warriors 
warmly greeted each other, ready to again 
reminisce about their glory days. Bench 
racing took center stage as memories of 
bygone victories became more impressive 
with the passage of time.   

 The Oklahoma Dirt Track Legends were 
meeting again. Competition, feuds and ri-
valries were long forgotten, giving way to 
friendships formed during decades of rac-
ing at tracks like Tulsa Speedway, State 
Fair Speedway in Oklahoma City and a 
bevy of smaller venues across the state.

  The retired drivers meet on the third 
Wednesday of every month at Hard Rock 
Hotel and Casino in Catoosa, sharing 
lunch and camaraderie with their families 
and friends. With Tulsa Speedway closing 
in 2005 and life’s checkered flag claiming 
more and more of them, it’s the last gasp 
for many drivers in a fading way of life.    

  The monthly meetings began 20 years 
ago, the brainchild of familiar dirt track 
veterans Mike Pogue, Chief Eaton and 
Don Bucy. There were perhaps five drivers 
attending the first event. Now 70 or more 
show up each month to renew racing re-
lationships, including Shane Carson, Len 
Larkin and Jerry Stone.       

  “I like the people. The people haven’t 
changed a whole lot in 50 years,’’ said 
Larkin, who still races at the age of 72. 
“It’s still the same thing. You run hot laps, 
the heat race and then the feature. You go 
home and work on your car and come back 
the next week.

 “There are good hearted, hard-working, 
honest people here. They’re kind of special 
people. About 20 Tulsa Speedway champi-
ons come here and I can look out and see 
six or seven right now. I’ve never won an 
A feature (in 52 years), but I just go racing 
and do the best I can.’’

 While Larkin is still chasing his elusive A 
feature victory, Stone retired from the sport 
13 years ago and now runs a machine shop 
in Bixby. Remembered as the mainstay 
of Ofixco’s team in the 1980s, Stone has 
many varied recollections from the sport. 
And some that have slipped his mind.

 “The people I met are the best part of rac-
ing,’’ said Stone, whose career highlight was 
winning a World of Outlaws event in 1992. 
“I’ve also found out that a lot of things I re-
member aren’t always how they were.

 “I’ve run 1,500 to 1,800 races and a fel-
low came down from Pennsylvania and 
stayed with me during the Chili Bowl. He 
brought some videos from when I raced in 
Pennsylvania and I ran well. I still abso-
lutely don’t remember it.’’

   Meanwhile, Carson is carrying on his 
families’ tradition. His father, Bud Carson, 
was a long-time promoter at State Fairway 
Speedway, leading to Shane’s involvement 
in dirt track driving.

 “I guess I had no choice. I was born into 
it,’’ said Carson, now the chairman of the 

Oklahoma Dirt Track Legends. “All of our 
parents were involved as drivers and our 
racing families kept us going. They gave us 
the confidence to do what we did.

 “So many of our people are passing and 
that’s the down side. Mike Peters died in 
February, but there are still a lot of good 
guys left in racing.  Ray Crawford, Jerry 
Stone and Derrill Brazeal come out to our 
meetings and our slogan is ‘Promoting the 
Future by Preserving the Past.’”

 Larkin has a past and still looks to the fu-
ture. Best known for his green No. 13 car, 
Larkin tempted fate during a time when the 
color green and the number 13 were both 
omens of bad luck. Maybe that’s the reason 
he never won a main event.

  “I did have some good finishes against 
the top drivers,’’ insisted Larkin, whose 
sons Roy and Joe also raced. “I made some 
life-long friends and I’ve found out the 
older you get, the faster you were. I just 
love going to be with the people. Being out 
there is the biggest part of it for me. I want 
to race as long as I can afford it.’’

  Larkin has worn many hats in open 
wheel competition, including announcer, 
president of the OCRA, official with the 
NCRA and a brief stint as promoter of Tul-
sa Speedway. Carson also has an impres-
sive resume. He was Rookie of the Year at 
Oklahoma City in 1973, Knoxville track 
champion in 1978, NCRA titlist in 1986 
and inducted into the National Sprint Car 
Hall of Fame in 2007.

 “I believe the draw of the families was 
the best part of racing,’’ Carson said. “I 
grew up at the perfect time because of the 
(driver’s) kids were my age and now I can 
see it continue in new generations. We’re 
watching second and third generation driv-
ers. The kids followed their dad like I did.’’

 Carson is now more involved in the so-
cial aspect of dirt track racing and “making 
people happy.’’ Meanwhile, Stone may not 
recall all of his important open wheel suc-
cesses, but he can reflect on incidents that 
seemed infuriating at the time

  “Some racers hold grudges, but we let 
them go,’’ said Stone, who began his career 
as a national go-kart champion. “I still owe 
Mike Peters, but I guess I won’t get to pay 
him back now. Back in the 1980s, I was 
leading in Wichita, and he knocked me off 

the track on the last lap.
 “I forgave him, but I never forgot. I re-

ally didn’t dislike Mike. He was a strong 
racer. But nobody likes Sammy Swindell. 
He runs over people.’’         

  Such is life in the world of dirt track 
racing. Both good memories and bad are 
slowing evaporating in the dust and the 
ghostly pits of tracks now gone. The mem-
bers of the Oklahoma Dirt Track Legends 
will try and hold on to them until the final 
driver has crossed the finish line.

SHANE CARSON:  He signs an autograph 
for a fan in the 1970s.

JERRY STONE:  With his race car in the 1970s.

RACING TEAM TODAY:  Getting together to reminisce about racing times are, from left, 
Jerry Stone with his wife Judy and Shane Carson with his wife Debbie. A group of retired 
drivers with their families and friends meet on the third Wednesday of every month at Hard 
Rock Hotel and Casino in Catoosa for lunch and fun.

Courtesy photo
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Metro Christian Swimmer Adds to State Medals

By MIKE MOGUIN
GTR Sports Writer

Isabelle Packard of Metro Chris-
tian added two more state medals 
to her prep swimming career when 
she won the 200 and 500-yard 
freestyle events in February at the 
Class 5A state meet in Edmond.

Packard won the 500-freestyle 
swim in a time of 5:13.05, nearly 
two seconds ahead of runner-up 
Abby Mink of Bishop Kelley 
(5:15.03). It marked the third con-
secutive year Packard placed first 
in that event.

Interestingly, her win in the 
200-freestyle was more special. 
Packard finished with a time of 
1:53.33, edging Stillwater’s Sa-
vannah Barth (1:54.46) by 1.13 
seconds. The time was a new per-
sonal record and the gold medal 
was her second in the event. Pack-
ard won the 200 free as a freshman 
in 2016 but was runner-up to Barth 
last year as a junior.

“It was really meaningful,” 
Packard says. “I worked hard to 
overcome some challenges I had 
last year. It was nice, especially, 
because Savannah is a fierce com-
petitor and is fun to race. It’s like 
an accomplishment to beat her.

“Because I didn’t win (200 free) 
last year, it was kind of hard for 
me knowing that the next year was 
going to be more of a challenge,” 
Packard says. “Since it was a hard 
race, getting a new best time was 
meaningful because I had to work 
harder to drop three seconds.”

Packard, who has been involved 

in competitive swimming since 
age 7, is also friends with Barth.  

“We’ve known each other for 
several years through club swim-
ming,” she says. “We get to see 
each other a lot while swimming 
on the same team for Oklahoma.”

Packard also competed in relay 
events at state, swimming as the 
third leg with teammates Lauren 
Steudtner, Phoebie Robinson and 
Avery Etheridge in the 200-yard 
medley. They took sixth with 
a time of 2:02.42. The quartet 
placed ninth in the 200-yard free-
style with a time of 1:49.70.

Through the offseason, Packard 
worked hard on perfecting differ-
ent techniques and pushed herself 
to different limits, she says.

“It was pretty challenging be-
cause you have to have a strong 
mentality to push yourself every-
day to your limits,” she says. “I 
knew I had to work to win.”

Packard also benefited in club 
swimming as she competed on a 
new team, having been put through 

a different training program that 
focused on small details.

The super competitive nature of 
swimming is what Packard likes 
most about the aquatic sport.

“I get to swim for myself and 
know that I’ve earned my accom-
plishments,” Packard says. “You 
also get to swim on a relay for 
your team and your school, and 
you all get to come together. We 
all are like really close, but we all 
like to push ourselves,” she says.

Swimming can also be a good 
cardio workout that you don’t get 
in other sports, she says.

Packard is now beginning prepa-
rations for a quest to take state for 
a fourth season in her senior cam-
paign next year. She knows it will 
be tougher.

“I think I’m going to have to step 
up my training of working harder 
than I have before,” she says. “I’ll 
just be working on perfecting the 
flip turns, along with a lot of fine 
details to keep moving forward 
and not plateau.”

Isabelle Packard
Places First for

Third Straight Year

Courtesy Madison Bates 

MEDALS WINNER:  Metro Christian junior swimmer Isabelle Pack-
ard shows the state swim medals she has earned while in high school, 
including two golds she won in February. 

FREESTYLE WINNER:  Metro junior Isabelle Packard is in front as 
she approaches the finish line while racing in one of her freestyle events 
at the Class 5A state swim meet in February in Edmond.

Courtesy Belinda Packard



For the first time, two women will be the 
female recipients of the Henry P. Iba Citizen 
Athlete Award at the 25th anniversary event 
in June – a dynamic mother/daughter duo 
– Dale McNamara and Melissa McNamara 
Luellen.

There was no women’s golf team at the 
University of Tulsa when Dale McNamara 
attended college, so she entered tourna-
ments on her own as an individual and be-
came the first woman to win an athletic let-
ter at TU. As an amateur player, she won a 
record seven Oklahoma State Amateur golf 
titles. She was inducted into the Women’s 
Golf Association Hall of Fame in 2006. 

In 1974, when TU decided to start a wom-
en’s golf team, McNamara volunteered to 
coach it. They had no money, no support and 
no players, but they did have an energized 
and determined coach. McNamara was the 
head coach of The University of Tulsa wom-
en’s golf program for 26 years and devel-
oped Golden Hurricane women’s golf into 
a national powerhouse. In just her second 
season, McNamara led the Hurricane wom-
en to a second-place finish at the AIAW Na-
tional Championship. Under McNamara’s 
guidance, the TU women golfers annual-
ly ranked among the nation’s elite teams. 
She led Tulsa to 22 national tournament 
appearances and won four national titles. 
McNamara’s teams won 81 tournaments 
and placed second better than 30 times. She 
coached 28 first or second-team All-Ameri-
cans and produced numerous LPGA golfers, 
including golfing great Nancy Lopez.

McNamara led TU to both the NCAA and 
AIAW titles in 1982, as well as the 1980 

AIAW title and the 1988 NCAA champion-
ship. Three of her golfers also won national 
individual titles. The ‘88 championship was 
extra special for McNamara, as her daugh-
ter, Melissa, was the individual medalist. 
In addition to her four national titles, Mc-
Namara’s teams finished as the national run-
ner-up five times.

In 1985, McNamara was named the Na-
tional Coach of the Year, as her team won 
eight of 13 tournaments and finished second 
at the NCAA tournament that season. In 
1988, McNamara won perhaps the highest 
honor for a coach as she was inducted into 
the National Collegiate Golf Coaches Hall 
of Fame. She was also selected as the Mis-
souri Valley Conference Coach of the Year 
twice and the Western Athletic Conference 
Coach of the Year in 1999.

McNamara closed out her coaching ca-
reer in the 1999-2000 season as the Golden 
Hurricane women won the Western Athlet-
ic Conference Championship and made yet 
another NCAA Championship appearance. 
She became one of the most legendary and 
successful collegiate women’s golf coaches 
in history.

After retirement, McNamara accepted the 
chair position of the Tulsa Park and Rec-
reation Board in 2009 and still serves as a 
member. Its mission is to provide and pre-
serve quality parks and recreation opportu-
nities for all Tulsa citizens. 

She has also participated in numerous 
charity golf events and was honored when 
The University of Tulsa named its annual 
golf tournament, the Dale McNamara Invi-
tational.

Melissa McNamara Luellen will also be a 
female recipient of the Iba Award this year. 
Prior to college, she was a 3-time Oklahoma 
high school champion, a 2-time Women’s 
Oklahoma Golf Association Girls’ Junior 
Champion, the 1983 WOGA State Amateur 
and the 1983 AJGA Player of the Year.

As a player at TU, she won medalist hon-
ors at four tournaments and recorded 22 top-

10 finishes in 41 career events. After gradu-
ating Luellen competed on the Futures and 
Ladies European Tours in 1988 and 1989 
before qualifying for the LPGA Tour in Oc-
tober 1989. She spent 11 years on the LPGA 
Tour, winning the 1991 Stratton Moun-
tain LPGA Classic and teamed with Mike 
Springer to win the 1993 JC Penney Classic. 

In 2000, Luellen succeeded her moth-
er as head women’s golf coach at TU. In 
her two seasons, she led her team to seven 
tournament titles including back-to-back 
Western Athletic Conference and NCAA 
Central Regional championships each 
year. The 2001-02 season saw her team 
win five tournaments, including the 2002 
PING/ASU Championship at Karsten Golf 
Course, earn a No. 3 national ranking for 
most of the season, and finish 12th at the 
2002 NCAA Championships. Luellen was 
named the Western Athletic Conference 
Coach of the Year in each of her two sea-
sons and was the 2002 Central Regional 
Coach of the Year.

During her very successful tenure at Ari-
zona State, Luellen led the program to an 
NCAA team title, 10 NCAA Top 10 finish-
es, two conference championships and 25 
team titles. She also coached one NCAA 
Individual Champion, three Pac-12 Golfers 
of the Year, three NGCA Freshmen of the 
Year, 14 All-Americans and 21 individual 
tournament medalists.

Luellen’s coaching accomplishments have 
earned her several personal coaching hon-
ors. After the Sun Devils’ NCAA Champi-
onship run in 2009, she was named Sky-
Caddie NGCA National Coach of the Year. 
Luellen was also named Pac-10 Coach of 
the Year three times (2006, 2007, 2009) and 
West Regional Coach of the Year four times 
(2005, 2006, 2007, 2009). While at Tulsa, 
Luellen was named Central Regional Coach 
of the Year in 2002 and WAC Coach of the 
Year in 2001 and 2002.

Now as head coach at Auburn, her team 
made a return trip to the NCAA Regionals 
and saw players earn 3 individual tourna-
ment wins. 

Off the course, Luellen is involved in 
several charitable projects. She created 

G.I.V.E.H.O.P.E. (Get Involved Volunteer, 
Educate, Help Other People Excel) cards 
that she passes out at tournaments and spe-
cial events where participants write an in-
spirational message or quote to Give Hope 
to others. She posts them on Instagram dai-
ly.  She participates in a sport life coaching 
clinic for Haddies Home for Girls, reads to 
underprivileged children, created a skit with 
the golf team and performed it at an elemen-
tary school to teach making good choices, 
volunteers for Stamp Out Hunger, partic-
ipates in numerous golf outings to raise 
funds for charities, and hosted golf clinics 
for the First Tee/LPGA Girls Golf Club in 
Phoenix.

The Iba Awards were created in 1994 by 
the Rotary Club of Tulsa to recognize an 
influential male and a female premier ath-
lete for their success in their sport and more 
importantly, for being positive role models 
who give back to their communities – not 
only by donating to worthy causes, but by 
being personally dedicated and involved in 
their chosen charities.

The awards are named after Henry P. Iba, 
former Oklahoma State University basket-
ball coach and coach of three U.S. Olympic 
basketball teams. He was an unparalleled 
success as a coach, a leader and a citizen 
and these awards recognize and honor ath-
letes who best exemplify a high degree of 
citizenship in his image.

The keynote speaker will be Doug Gottli-
eb, with Fox Sports Radio and former OSU 
basketball player. The master of ceremonies 
will be Dave Hunziker, the “Voice of the 
Cowboys” on the Oklahoma State Cowboy 
Radio Network. This year’s male recipient 
will be announced at a later date. 

The prestigious black-tie-optional event 
will be held at the Hard Rock Hotel & Casi-
no Tulsa on June 18. Its presenting sponsor 
is Tom Rinehart. Proceeds benefit the Ro-
tary Club of Tulsa Foundation, which sup-
ports local and area nonprofits benefitting 
young people and the club’s International 
Projects Committee.

For table sponsorship information, contact 
the Rotary Club of Tulsa at 918-584-7642 or 
online at ibaawards.com.

	 Page 18	 GREATER TULSA REPORTER NEWSPAPERS	 May 2018

		  CALL 918-254-1515 FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION

Dale McNamara, Melissa McNamara Luellen
To be Honored at Iba Citizen Athlete Awards

MOTHER/DAUGHTER TEAM:  Melissa Luellen, left, and her mom, Dale McNamara, 
won individual and team NCAA championships in 1988 at Tulsa. 

Courtesy The University of Tulsa and Auburn University
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www.fnbba.com/growgetter

Earning your  
first paycheck?

5%
on Balances of 

$0.01 to $1,000

APY

THE NEW FNBBA 

GROWGETTER ACCOUNT  

IS FOR YOU!

The NEW GrowGetter checking account 

from First National is the perfect solution 

for individuals 13 to 30 who want their 

own money to start making money!

Advisory Services offered through  
Northpoint Wealth Financial Services, LLC. 

CHIEFCHIEF  

FAMILY FAMILY   
FUNFUN  

TIMES HAVE CHANGED.  RETIREMENT HAS CHANGED  
How have your income investing needs changed? 

 

Previous generations spent their retirement in a rocking chair, but you will spend them at rock 
concerts.  Will you have the income to support the retirement you’re hoping for?  

To learn about investment strategies that can help you generate dependable income,  
Call me today, 918-518-5910. 

Raska’s Business and Reputation Keep Growing
By BOB LEWIS
Contributing Writer

As it moves ahead into yet anoth-
er year of operation, a landmark 
Broken Arrow business just keeps 
growing… literally.

Charles E. Raska, along with his 
wife and partner Shirley, found-
ed the operation in 1953 to pro-
vide lawnmowing and landscape 
services, primarily to homes and 
businesses in Tulsa. Expansion 
came in the mid-1960s with the 
opening of Raska’s Nursery at 824 
S. Main St. in Broken Arrow.

To call that location remote 
would be an understatement. “We 
were alone out here,” he says. 
There was nothing much around 
us.”

That situation changed dramat-
ically with the opening of the 
Broken Arrow Expressway which 
helped transform the once sleepy 
little town into one of the South-
west’s fastest growing metropoli-
tan areas. And there, eager to help 
newcomers sink their roots in his 
hometown, was Charlie Raska.

The business still provides 
landscape services but at the age 
of 84, Raska devotes his time to 
overseeing the nursery that fea-
tures trees, shrubs, bushes, vege-
table plants and a dazzling array 
of flowers along with gardening 
chemicals. He says he enjoys 
visiting with and serving several 
generations of Broken Arrow-
ans but admits he gave serious 
thought to retiring and closing the 
business at the end of this year’s 
growing season. The death of his 

wife, however, led to a reconsid-
eration of that decision.

“I was going to retire so we 
could spend more time together,” 
he says. “With her gone, I would 
have been sitting home alone. I 
sure didn’t want to do that.” Then, 
with a wink, he adds, “Actually, I 
am just following doctor’s orders. 
He told me to keep working and I 
would last a lot longer.”

The reasons for Raska’s long-
time success are almost as varied 
as the plants and flowers his nurs-
ery has for sale. He gives much of 
the credit to his employees who 
“do a hard job and are really good 
people who have been around 
quite a while.”

Minnie Dub offers another rea-
son. She is quoted on the Inter-
net as saying, “Tons of options, 
friendly staff, and they even insist-
ed on helping me carry my flowers 
to the car and helped me load up. 
Wonderful, old-fashioned service 
that even made paying a nice ex-
perience.”

Jon Lewis  echoed the feelings 
of many when he said, “Their 
plants and vegetables are as good 
as you can hope to find. But, even 
more valuable is their knowledge 
of what grows best around here. 
If they don’t have something you 
need, they don’t hesitate to tell you 
where to get it.”

Carol Hanewinkel pointed to the 
number of unique plants the nurs-
ery offers saying, “Every flower 
and plant was beautiful. I found 
some unique flowers I’ve never 
seen before. My nieces and I loved 
it!”

Long-time friend and fellow 
Broken Arrow icon, Dr. Clarence 
G. Oliver, Jr., called Raska a leg-
end.

“How I became acquainted with 
Charlie and his business is a sto-
ry of its own,” Oliver notes. “The 
new nursery, with its displays of 
trees, beautiful green plants, hang-
ing baskets and flowering shrubs 
was especially important to me 
because that place of beauty was 
a bright spot in my day during a 
very critical time in my life. The 
garden-like atmosphere was a 
healing stop for me as I went by 
the location on my twice-daily 
one-mile walk from home to office 
and office to home while recover-
ing from a serious heart attack at 
age 35.”

Oliver says he had been advised 
by a cardiology team that it was 
unlikely he would live to be 40 
years old.

“I convinced myself that an early 
death was not going to happen and 
I began an exercise program that 
initially included walking as much 
as time and circumstances would 
permit. That regimen took me by 
the very spot where the Raskas 
chose to open their new business,” 
he says. “If he was in sight, I knew 
I could expect ‘Hello, Buddy!’ and 
‘How are you doing today?’ greet-
ing and question.

“That personal touch is simply 
how Charlie did business. He still 
does so,” Oliver notes. “My fami-
ly and I have been very blessed to 
have known Charlie and his family 
for five decades. He is a treasured 
friend.”

B.A. Nursery Still Going Strong After 65 Years

STILL ON THE JOB:  Charlie Raska at his Raska’s Nursery in Broken 
Arrow. Now at 84 years old, he continues to provide excellent service to 
his customers.

REMEMBERING HIS PARTNER: Charlie Raska decided to keep 
working after the recent death of his wife, Shirley.  He says he would 
rather keep busy and concentrate on his customers instead of retiring. 

GTR Newspapers photo

GTR Newspapers photo
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www.edwardjones.com
Craig M Dietert, AAMS®
Financial Advisor
.

6528-G East 101st St South
Tulsa, OK 74133
918-298-2439

 Life insurance is an essential 
 part of caring for your family.

Your Edward Jones fi nancial advisor can help 
you fi nd a life insurance policy that best suits 
your family’s needs. Call today.

Edward Jones is a licensed insurance producer in all states and 
Washington, D.C., through Edward D. Jones & Co., L.P., and in California, 
New Mexico and Massachusetts through Edward Jones Insurance Agency 
of California, L.L.C.; Edward Jones Insurance Agency of New Mexico, 
L.L.C.; and Edward Jones Insurance Agency of Massachusetts, L.L.C.

Craig Dietert
6528-G E. 101st St. S

Tulsa, OK 74133
918-298-2439

Drew Ackerman
24204 E Hwy 51

Broken Arrow, OK 74014
 918-251-0157

Liz Gore
12133 S. Yukon Ave.
Glenpool, Ok 74033 
918-518-5853

Greg Gaither
600 Emporia Suite D
Muskogee, OK 74401
918-687-4786

David Fleske
12338 E. 86th St. N
Owasso, OK 74055
918-272-7301

Dewayne Willis
2123 S Atlanta Pl Ste 201

Tulsa, OK 74114
918-745-0260

David H. McCollum
5801 E. 41st St., Ste 800

Tulsa, OK 74135
918-660-0639

Lance Lively
100 N. Main St.,

Sand Springs, OK 74063
918-245-3796

Leland Nissley
8116 S. Harvard Ave.,

Tulsa, OK 74137
918-481-3401

Joseph Kidwell
5314 S. Yale Ave., Ste. 415

Tulsa, OK 74135
918-477-7787

Cinamon Demuth
9309 S. Toledo Ave., Ste. B

Tulsa, OK 74137
918-794-1404

Bill Gordon
4252 S. Peoria Ave.,

Tulsa, OK 74105
918-712-9717

Jackie Cooper Showcases 3rd Tulsa Location
Tulsa auto group, Jackie Cooper, 

has opened a third Tulsa location 
at 88th Street and South Memorial 
Drive. Construction of the 36,000 
square foot Jackie Cooper Infiniti 
retail and service facility on a five-
and-a-half-acre site began Febru-
ary 14, 2017. To commemorate the 
recent grand opening, Jackie Coo-
per hosted a “Fun Under the Big 
Top” festive circus-theme open 
house for Infiniti customers and 
Tulsa community and business 
leaders. Also in attendance were 
representatives of Infiniti USA.

Locally-owned and operated, 
Jackie Cooper began doing busi-
ness in Tulsa in August 1991 and 
is now an authorized dealership for 
Infiniti, Mercedes-Benz, Nissan 
and Porsche, selling and servicing 
each of these lines. Jackie Cooper 
is also an authorized smart service 
center. The Infiniti franchise was 
acquired in late 1998 and opened 
in 1999.  Other Jackie Cooper 
dealership locations include Jack-
ie Cooper Imports at 9393 S. Me-
morial Dr. (opened in 1999) and 
Jackie Cooper Nissan at 9898 S. 
Memorial Dr. (opened in 2005). 
Previously, Jackie Cooper Infiniti 
retail and service operations were 
located in the multi-franchise au-
tomotive complex at 9393 S. Me-
morial Dr. The Tulsa dealership 
currently employs about 250 team 
members. Infiniti management in-
cludes general manager Tim Hens-
ley and Mark Lorentz, director of 
fixed operations.

The Infiniti retail, service, ad-
ministrative and warehouse com-
plex was designed by architect 
Michael Dwyer. Stava Building 
Corporation of Tulsa provided 
construction services.

“The continued growth of our 
Infiniti sales, the manufacturer’s 
model expansion and concept cars 
in development made this the op-

portune time to expand our Infiniti 
facility so we may continue to of-
fer exceptional service to our In-
finiti customers,” says Jackie Coo-
per Auto Group Managing Partner 
Greg Kach. 

The space previously occupied 
by Infiniti, prior to completion of 
the new stand-alone facility will 
allow the dealership to expand 
Mercedes-Benz and Porsche op-
erations. “It has always been vital 
to our team that we continually be 
moving forward to serve the needs 
of our customers and our commu-
nity,” says Kach.

Jackie Cooper is Tulsa’s exclu-
sive Infiniti dealership. The Infin-
iti full line of 10 luxury perfor-
mance vehicles includes the Q50, 
Q50 Hybrid, Q70, Q70 Hybrid 
and Q70L Sedans, the Q60 Coupe, 
the QX30, QX50, QX60, QX70 
Crossovers and the full-size SUV, 
the QX80. 

The new facility provides ap-
proximately a 300 percent increase 
in overall space compared to the 
previous area dedicated to the In-
finiti showroom, customer amen-
ity areas, service department and 
parts inventory. 

Hall Estill Receives Top National Ranking
Hall Estill, a leading law firm, 

with offices in Tulsa, Oklahoma 
City, Denver and Northwest Ar-
kansas, has once again received 
high marks from the respected law 
firm and attorney ranking guide, 
Chambers USA. The publication 
annually ranks law firms and indi-
vidual attorneys across the country 
for their legal knowledge and ex-
cellence.

For the eleventh straight year, 

Hall Estill was ranked in the fol-
lowing practice areas: Corporate/
Commercial, Energy and Natural 
Resources, General Commercial 
Litigation, Intellectual Proper-
ty, Labor and Employment, and 
Real Estate.

“It is an honor to have so many 
of our attorneys and practice 
areas recognized by Chambers 
USA,” said Mike Cooke, manag-
ing partner for Hall Estill. “The 

level of representation speaks to 
our continued progress as a firm 
and steadfast commitment to pro-
vide the best level of counsel and 
service to our clients.”

Individual Hall Estill attorneys 
recognized for excellence include: 
Molly A. Aspan, Steven A. Brous-
sard, J. Patrick Cremin and Elaine 
R. Turner for Labor and Employ-
ment; Mark Banner, James C.T. 
Hardwick, J. Kevin Hayes, James 

D. Satrom and Michael E. Smith 
for Energy and Natural Resourc-
es; Philip L. Free Jr., Randall K. 
McCarthy and Michael H. Smith 
for Intellectual Property;  James 
C. Milton and Robert D. Nelon 
for General Commercial Litiga-
tion; Gregory W. Alberty and S. 
Richard Levin for Real Estate; 
Stephen W. Ray for Corporate/
Commercial; and Timothy S. 
Posey for Native American Law.

SHINING BRIGHT:  Jackie Cooper Infiniti’s new facility at 88th Street 
and South Memorial Drive. 

FUN TIMES:  Guests enjoyed the circus-themed festivities at the Jackie 
Cooper Infiniti grand opening.

WELCOMING GUESTS:  From left, Mark Lorentz, director of fixed op-
erations, Architect Michael Dwyer, Connie Kach and her husband and Jack-
ie Cooper Managing Partner Greg Kach, and Infiniti General Manager Tim 
Hensley greet guests at the dealership’s recent grand opening. 

GTR Newspapers photoPhoto by JASON NORWOOD
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PO Box 13557

Denver, CO 80201

U.S. Energy Development in Korea

By MARK A. STANSBERRY

In the fall of 2013, only five years ago, U.S. 
Congressman Pompeo addressed a crowd 
gathered at the International Energy Policy 
Conference held in Tulsa. 

I founded the ener-
gy conference and have 
chaired it since 1992.  
Now, U.S. Secretary of 
State Pompeo is highly 
involved in the recent de-
velopments in Korea.  

There was a point in my 
life that I thought there 
would never be peace be-
tween East and West Ger-
many.  I could not imagine 
the Berlin Wall coming 
down.  

Now, we are facing a 
similar point in history 
where North and South 
Korea at least in appear-
ance seem to be closing in 
on peace.

On April 27, following 
70 years in a state of war 
between the two coun-
tries, North Korea under 
Kim Jong Un and South Korean Leader 
Moon Jae-in shook hands at the military de-
marcation line and planted a tree along with 
other activities.   Mr. Kim stated after the 
signing of a joint declaration, “We will work 
towards preventing another horrible war.  

With one language, one culture, and one his-
tory, North and South Korea will be joined as 
one nation.”

As an editorial entitled “Korea Summit 
Hype” in the Wall Street Journal, April 27-
28, stated “North Korea has so far offered 
no tangible sign of dismantling its nuclear 
program.”   At the time of my writing, we 
can only hope peace comes from the North 
and South Korea initiatives.  John Bolton, 
President Trump’s national-security adviser 
stated, “No one in the Trump Administration 

is starry eyed about what’s 
happening here.”  By the 
time you read this column 
things could be developing 
positively or otherwise.  It 
is a story developing day 
by day.  

In 2012, there was an ar-
ticle published in The Ko-
rea Times entitled “PTPI 
(People to People Inter-
national) seeks to open 
chapter in North Korea.”   
At that time, I was serving 
as chairman of the board 
of directors of world-wide 
operations of People to 
People International based 
in Kansas City, Missouri, 
founded by U.S. President 
Eisenhower in 1956.  

Kim Seung-nam, chair-
man of PTPI Korea at the 
time, proposed the concept 
of a North Korea chapter 

during the worldwide conference.   In my 
mind and as most of us were asking our-
selves, is this really achievable?  At the con-
ference, we supported the proposal but we, 
of course, did not know that there would be 
such a possibility six years later.  

Peace between North and South Korea 
would bring economic development oppor-
tunities for the U.S. especially for the energy 
industry.  North Korea’s infrastructure is in 
poor condition.  North and South Korea have 
together around 75 million people.

North Korea’s economic conditions are 
poor as South Korea’s economic conditions 
are strong.  South Korea is looking to the 
U.S. for liquefied natural gas (LNG).  In fact, 
South Korea is the second-largest importer of 
LNG in the world.  The U.S. energy industry 
could have a vital economic role to play. 

Mark A. Stansberry is chairman of the GTD 
Group, an award winning author and energy 
advocate

MARK A. STANSBERRY

Tulsa Regional Chamber Concludes D.C. Fly-in
The Tulsa Regional Chamber has 

concluded its 2018 Tulsa Region-
al Washington D.C. Fly-In. This 
three-day event, May 9-11, is the 
Chamber’s signature federal advo-
cacy trip on behalf of the regional 
business community.

Among a number of distin-
guished guests to address trip at-
tendees, the most prominent was 
Scott Pruitt, administrator of the 
U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency. Mr. Pruitt discussed the 
current presidential administra-
tion’s approach to environmental 
policy and rulemaking, along with 
how northeast Oklahoma stands 
to benefit from federal Superfund 
site cleanup and the EPA’s Brown-
fields Program.

“Scott Pruitt has dedicated years 
of service to Oklahoma, both as a 
state senator and as our attorney 
general,” said Mike Neal, pres-
ident and CEO of the Tulsa Re-
gional Chamber. “We were hon-

ored to hear from Mr. Pruitt during 
the trip and are most grateful for 
the time he dedicated to his fellow 
Oklahomans.”

More than 70 elected officials, 
city managers, and business and 
chamber leaders from Tulsa, Bix-
by, Broken Arrow, Claremore, 
Jenks, Muskogee, Owasso, Sand 
Springs, Tulsa County and Rogers 
County attended the fly-in. At-
tendees met with Oklahoma Sens. 
Inhofe and Lankford and Reps. 
Lucas, Cole and Mullin, as well 
as Oklahoma native Rep. Francis 
Rooney from Florida. The group 
also met with Alex Herrgott, as-
sociate director for infrastructure 
at the White House’s Council on 
Environmental Quality, and poli-
cy experts from the U.S. Chamber 
of Commerce, the International 
Economic Development Council, 
the Committee for a Responsible 
Federal Budget and the Tax Foun-
dation.

“The trip is valuable for the busi-
ness community for a number of 
reasons,” said Steve Bradshaw, 
president and CEO of BOK Finan-
cial Corporation and 2018 chair 
of the Tulsa Regional Chamber. 
“One of the most under-appreci-
ated benefits is the opportunity to 
meet with the staffers of Oklaho-
ma’s congressional delegation. 
These individuals are on the front 
lines of policymaking and appro-
priations decisions, and building 
relationships with them is essen-
tial to advancing our legislative 
priorities.”

These legislative priorities are 
contained in the annual OneVoice 
Regional Legislative Agenda, de-
veloped collaboratively by more 
than 400 northeast Oklahomans 
over a four-month period. More 
than 75 entities have endorsed the 
2018 agenda, which is now in its 
eleventh year. The document has 
become a well-respected resource 

for state and federal policymakers.
Key federal priorities of the 2018 

agenda discussed during the trip 
include funding for infrastructure 
construction and rehabilitation, 
workforce training and develop-
ment, the collection of online sales 
taxes, and Pell Grant funding. Oth-
er issues important to the Tulsa-ar-

ea business community discussed 
with lawmakers included reform-
ing the Waters of the United States 
(WOTUS) rule, reauthorization of 
the Higher Education Act and fuel 
taxes. 

To view the 2018 OneVoice Re-
gional Legislative Agenda, visit 
bit.ly/2018OneVoiceAgenda.

DISCUSSING THE ENVIRONMENT:  Scott Pruitt, administrator of 
the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, spoke to the Tulsa-area visi-
tors in Washington about his perspective of environmental issues relating 
to northeastern Oklahoma.

More than 70 Area Leaders Attend Event

Courtesy Tulsa Regional Chamber
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GTR CLASSIFIEDS
To place a GTR classified ad, please email advertising@gtrnews.com, or call 918-254-1515

Announcements

Beware of loan fraud. Please check with 
the Better Business Bureau or Consum-
er Protection Agency before sending 
any money to any loan company. SAPA

Autos Wanted 

CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All 
Makes/Models 2000-2016! Any Con-
dition. Running or Not. Top $$$ Paid! 
Free Towing! We’re Nationwide! Call 
Now: 1-888-985-1806 

Education 

AIRLINE MECHANIC TRAINING - 
Get FAA Technician certification. Ap-
proved for military benefits. Financial 
Aid if qualified. Job placement assis-
tance. Call Aviation Institute of Main-
tenance 866-453-6204 

Employment 

25 TRUCK DRIVER TRAINEES 
NEEDED! Earn $1000 per week! 
Paid CDL Training! Stevens Transport 
covers all costs! 1-877-209-1309 dri-
ve4stevens.com 

Financial 

IRS TAX DEBTS? $10k+? Tired of 
the calls? We can Help! $500 free con-
sultation! We can STOP the garnish-
ments! FREE Consultation Call Today 
1-855-823-4189 

For Sale 

Lung  Cancer?   And Age 60+?   You 
And Your Family May Be Entitled To 
Significant Cash Award.   Call  866-
590-3140  for Information.   No Risk.  
No Money Out Of Pocket.

Struggling with DRUGS or ALCHO-
HOL? Addicted to PILLS? Talk to 
someone who cares. Call The Addic-
tion Hope & Help Line for a free as-
sessment. 800-511-6075

Medicare doesn’t cover all of your 
medical expenses. A Medicare Supple-
mental Plan can help cover costs that 
Medicare does not.  Get a free quote 
today by calling now. 1-855-801-1324.

DIATOMACEOUS EARTH-FOOD 
GRADE 100% OMRI Listed-Meets 
Organic Use Standards. BUY ON-
LINE ONLY: homedepot.com 

KILL BED BUGS! Harris Bed Bug 
Killers/KIT. Available: Hardware Stores, 
The Home Depot, homedepot.com 

KILL ROACHES-GUARANTEED! 
Buy Harris Roach Tablets. Available: 
Hardware Stores, The Home Depot, 
homedepot.com

Health & Fitness 

GENERIC VIAGRA and CIALIS! 
100 Pills $99.00 FREE Shipping! 
100% guaranteed. 24/7 CALL NOW! 
888-889-5515 

Internet Services

HughesNet Satellite Internet - 25mbps 
starting at $49.99/mo! Get More Data   
FREE Off-Peak Data. FAST download 
speeds. WiFi built in!  FREE Standard 
Installation for lease customers! Lim-
ited Time, Call 1-800-916-7609
 

Miscellaneous 

Earthlink High Speed Internet. As 
Low As $14.95/month (for the first 3 
months.) Reliable High Speed Fiber 
Optic Technology. Stream Videos, 
Music and More! Call Earthlink Today 
1-855-520-7938 

DIRECTV SELECT PACKAGE! 
Over 150 Channels, ONLY $35/month 
(for 12 mos.) Order Now! Get a $100 
AT&T Visa Rewards Gift Card (some 
restrictions apply) CALL 1- 855-781-
1565 

Cross Country Moving, Long distance 
Moving Company, out of state move 
$799 Long Distance Movers. Get Free 
quote on your Long distance move 
1-800-511-2181 

Spectrum Triple Play! TV, Internet & 
Voice for $29.99 ea. 60 MB per sec-
ond speed No contract or commitment. 
More Channels. Faster Internet. Un-
limited Voice. Call 1-855-652-9304 

HughesNet Satellite Internet - 25mbps 
starting at $49.99/mo! FAST down-
load speeds. WiFi built in! FREE Stan-
dard Installation for lease customers! 
Limited Time, Call 1-800-610-4790 

Lung Cancer? And Age 60+? You And 
Your Family May Be Entitled To Sig-
nificant Cash Award. Call 866-428-
1639 for Information. No Risk. No 
Money Out Of Pocket. 

Make a Connection. Real People, 
Flirty Chat. Meet singles right now! 
Call LiveLinks. Try it FREE. Call 
NOW: 1-888-909-9905 18+. 

A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s 
largest senior living referral service. 
Contact our trusted, local experts to-
day! Our service is FREE/no obliga-
tion. CALL 1-844-722-7993 

Stop OVERPAYING for your prescrip-
tions! SAVE! Call our licensed Cana-
dian and International pharmacy, com-
pare prices and get $25.00 OFF your 
first prescription! CALL 1-855-541-
5141 Promo Code CDC201725 

DISH TV $59.99 For 190 Channels 
$14.95 High Speed Internet. Free In-
stallation, SmartHD DVR Included, 
Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions 
apply. Call 1-855-837-9146 

Were you an INDUSTRIAL TRADES-
MAN (machinist/boilermaker/pipefit-
ter etc) and recently diagnosed with 
LUNG CANCER? You may be entitled 
to a SIGNIFICANT CASH AWARD. 
Risk free consultation! 877-781-1769 

Miscellaneous 

Call Empire TodayÂ® to schedule a 
FREE in-home estimate on Carpeting & 
Flooring. Call Today! 1-800-508-2824

SAVE YOUR HOME! Are you behind 
paying your MORTGAGE?   Denied a 
Loan Modification? Is the bank  threat-
ening foreclosure? CALL Homeowner’s 
Relief Line now! FREE CONSULTA-
TION 844-359-4330

A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s 
largest senior living referral service. 
Contact our trusted, local experts to-
day! Our service is FREE/no obligation. 
CALL 1-855-401-6444.

A PLACE FOR MOM has helped over 
a million families find senior living. Our 
trusted, local advisors help find solutions 
to your unique needs at no cost to you. 
Call 844-432-3281

NEW AUTHORS WANTED!   Page 
Publishing will help you self-publish 
your own book. FREE author submis-
sion kit!  Limited offer!  Why wait?  Call 
now: 844-660-6943

MAKE A Connection. Real People, 
Flirty Chat. Meet singles right now! 
Call LiveLinks. Try it FREE. Call now 
1-888-909-9978 18+. SAPA

Have an idea for an invention/new prod-
uct?  We help everyday inventors try to 
patent and submit their ideas to compa-
nies! Call InventHelp®, FREE INFOR-
MATION! 866-783-0557

Always Protect Your Family! Final Ex-
pense/Burial Insurance $30,000 Cov-
erage Only $1per day! No Med Exam! 
Free Consult Call Today 1-877-920-
7576

IRS TAX DEBTS?$10k+! Tired of the 
calls? We can Help! $500 free consul-
tation! We can STOP the garnishments! 
FREE Consultation Call Today 1-855-
970-2963

BATHROOM RENOVATIONS.  EASY, 
ONE DAY updates!   We specialize in 
safe bathing.   Grab bars, no slip floor-
ing & seated showers.  Call for a free in-
home consultation:  877-661-6587

DRINKING PROBLEM? DRUG 
ABUSE? Take control of your life today. 
Find out the Addiction Treatment option 
that’s right for you. Take the first step 
toward recovery & call now 1-866-943-
7748.

Were you an INDUSTRIAL TRADES-
MAN (machinist/boilermaker/pipefitter 
etc) and recently diagnosed with LUNG 
CANCER? You may be entitled to a 
SIGNIFICANT CASH AWARD. Risk 
free consultation!  855-677-0507

Fed Up With CREDIT CARD DEBT? 
CONSOLIDATED CREDIT  Can Help 
Reduce Interest Rates   &  Get you out 
of DEBT FAST… FREE Consultation.   
24/7 Call Now: 855-977-7398

Miscellaneous 

Call Empire Today® to schedule a 
FREE in-home estimate on Carpeting 
& Flooring. Call Today! 1-855-929-
7756

FREE AUTO INSURANCE 
QUOTES.   See how much you can 
save!   High risk SR22 driver policies 
available!  Call 855-970-1224

SAVE on internet and TV bundles! 
Order the best exclusive cable and sat-
ellite deals in your area! If eligible, get 
up to $300 in Visa Gift Cards. CALL 
NOW! 1-800-791-0713

Satellite TV

DISH TV $59.99 For 190 Channels   
$14.95 High Speed Internet. Free In-
stallation, Smart HD DVR Included, 
Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions 
apply. Call 1-855-419-7188

DIRECTV SELECT PACKAGE! 
Over 150 Channels, ONLY $35/month 
(for 12 mos.) Order Now! Get a $100 
AT&T Visa Rewards Gift Card (some 
restrictions apply) CALL 1- 877-666-
2821

DIRECTV $35 month! 150+ Chan-
nels! Includes HD DVR! Stream 
Live TV on 5 devices! Free Movie 
Channels! FREE Installation! We 
are Your Local Installers!   1-855-
422-2153

Wanted to Buy 

CASH PAID- for unexpired, sealed 
DIABETIC TEST STRIPS. Highest 
Prices! 1-DAY PAYMENT. 1-800-
371-1136 

Wants to purchase minerals and other 
oil and gas interests. Send details to 
P.O. Box 13557 Denver, Co. 80201 

ADVERTISE to 10 Million Homes 
across the USA! Place your ad in over 
140 community newspapers, with 
circulation totaling over 10 million 
homes. Contact Independent Free 
Papers of America IFPA at danielle-
burnett-ifpa@live.com or visit our 
website cadnetads.com for more In-
formation

Reader Advisory: The National Trade As-
sociation we belong to has purchased the 
above classifieds. Determining the value of 
their service or product is advised by this 
publication. In order to avoid misunder-
standings, some advertisers do not offer 
employment but rather supply the readers 
with manuals, directories and other ma-
terials designed to help their clients es-
tablish mail order selling and other busi-
nesses at home. Under NO circumstance 
should you send any money in advance or 
give the client your checking, license ID, 
or credit card numbers. Also beware of ads 
that claim to guarantee loans regardless of 
credit and note that if a credit repair com-
pany does business only over the phone it 
is illegal to request any money before de-
livering its service. All funds are based in 
US dollars. Toll free numbers may or may 
not reach Canada.

DENTAL Insurance
Physicians Mutual Insurance Company

A less expensive way to help get
the dental care you deserve

If you’re over 50, you can get coverage for about $1 a day*

Keep your own dentist! NO networks to worry about

No wait for preventive care and no deductibles – you could get a checkup tomorrow

Coverage for over 350 procedures – including cleanings,exams, fi llings, crowns…even dentures

NO annual or lifetime cap on the cash benefi ts you can receive

FREE Information Kit
1-877-308-2834
www.dental50plus.com/cadnet

*Individual plan.Product not available in MN, MT, NH, RI, VT, WA. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certificate of thistype. Contact us for complete details about this insurance solicitation. This specific offer is not available in CO, NY;call 1-800-969-4781 or respond for similar offer. Certificate C250A (ID: C250E; PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy P150 (GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: P150OK; TN: P150TN)6096C                                                                MB16-NM001Gc

Product not available in MN, MT, NH, RI, VT, WA. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certificate of 

Your Family Deserves The 

BEST Technology...
Value...
TV!...

1-855-677-6915CALL TODAY
Save 20%!

190 Channels

$14./mo.
95

Add High Speed Internet

Subject to availability. Restrictions apply. 
Internet not provided by DISH and will be billed separately.190 Channels

$
Add High Speed Internet

190 Channels

$
Add High Speed Internet

Upgrade to the Hopper® 3 
Smart HD DVR

• Watch and record 16 shows at once
• Get built-in Net�ix and YouTube
• Watch TV on your mobile devices

Hopper upgrade fee $5/mo.

Smart HD DVRSmart HD DVRSmart HD DVR

O�er ends 7/11/18. Savings with 2 year price guarantee with AT120 starting at $59.99 compared to everyday price. All o�ers require credit quali�cation, 2 year commitment with early termination fee and eAutoPay. Prices include Hopper Duo for qualifying customers. 
Hopper, Hopper w/ Sling or Hopper 3 $5/mo. more. Upfront fees may apply based on credit quali�cation. Fees apply for additional TVs: Hopper $15/mo., Joey $5/mo., Super Joey $10/mo.  All new customers are subject to a one-time, nonrefundable processing fee.

DENTAL Insurance
Physicians Mutual Insurance Company

A less expensive way to help get the dental care you deserve

If you’re over 50, you can get coverage for about 
$1 a day*

Keep your own dentist! NO networks to worry about

NO annual or lifetime cap on the cash benefi ts 
you can receive 

No wait for preventive care and no deductibles 
– you could get a checkup tomorrow

Coverage for over 350 procedures  including 
cleanings, exams, fi llings, crowns…even dentures

FREE Information Kit
1-877-308-2834
www.dental50plus.com/cadnet

*Individual plan. Product not available in MN, MT, NH, RI, VT, WA. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certificate of this type. Contact us for complete details 
about this insurance solicitation. This specific offer is not available in CO, NY; call 1-800-969-4781 or respond for similar offer. Certificate C250A (ID: C250E; PA: C250Q); 
Insurance Policy P150(GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: P150OK; TN: P150TN)  6096C                        MB16-NM001Gc  
                            

*Individual plan. Product not available in MN, MT, NH, RI, VT, WA. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certificate of this type. Contact us for complete details 

 
 

W/ 24-mo. agreement. Redemption required.
 

 

IV SUPPORT HOLDINGS LLC
Ask me how to Bundle and save. CALL TODAY!

   877-625-0069   

Get a $200 AT&T Visa® Reward Card† when 
you sign up for DIRECTV SELECT™ Package 

or above.

OUT WITH CABLE.
IN WITH SAVINGS.

†$200 Reward Card for purchase of qualifying DIRECTV SELECT and above; O�er not available in select locations. For new residential customers in the U.S. (excludes Puerto Rico and U.S.V.I.). Residents of select multi-dwelling units are not eligible for this o�er. Reward Card: Will be sent letter with redemption requirements. 
Redemption req’d w/in 75 days from reward noti�cation mail date. Reward Card delivered within 3-4 weeks after redemption to customers who maintain qualifying service from installation date and through reward ful�llment. Card expires at month-end, 6 mos. after issuance. No cash access. For cardholder agreement, go to 
rewardcenter.att.com/myrewardcard/agreement_FSV.pdf. AT&T Reward Card issued by U.S. Bank National Association, pursuant to license from Visa. U.S.A Inc. May not be combined with other promotional o�ers on same services. O�er ends 3/31/18. DIRECTV SVC TERMS: Subject to Equipment Lease & Customer 
Agreements. Must maintain a min. base TV pkg of $29.99/mo. Programming, pricing, terms and conditions subject to change at any time. Visit directv.com/legal or call for details. ©2018 AT&T Intellectual Property. All Rights Reserved. AT&T, Globe logo, DIRECTV, and all other DIRECTV marks contained herein are trademarks of AT&T 
Intellectual Property and/or AT&T a�liated companies. All other marks are the property of their respective owners.

EARLY TERMINATION FEE OF $20/MO. FOR EACH MONTH REMAINING ON AGMT., $35 ACTIVATION, EQUIP. NON-RETURN & ADD’L FEES APPLY. 
New approved residential customers only (equipment lease req’d). Credit card req’d (except MA & PA).

DESPERATE 
For HAY!

Need Hay – Round Bales
Western Oklahoma
No Rain – No Hay
Call: Tom Watkins
580-541-8844



Cancer Treat-
ment Centers of 
America (CTCA) 
in Tulsa recent-
ly announced the 
addition of Mi-
chael W. Yates 
as vice president 
of finance. Yates 
will oversee the 
hospital’s financial functions, with 
a specific focus on revenue cycle, 
service line development, business 
analytics and managing the reim-
bursement portfolio. In addition, he 
will work closely with the CTCA 
financial executive leadership team 
on enterprise-wide financial man-
agement and policies. 

After graduating from Marshall 
University in Huntington, West Vir-
ginia, with his Bachelor of Business 
Administration degree, Yates earned 
his Master of Business Administra-
tion from Christian Brothers Uni-
versity in Memphis, Tennessee. 

During his career, Yates has 
served as chief financial officer 
(CFO) for health care organiza-
tions and has executive leadership 
experience in the insurance field. 
He most recently served as the 
CFO for another Tulsa cancer in-
stitute, where he oversaw all finan-
cial aspects of the center, includ-
ing leading contract negotiations, 
renegotiating debt to increase cash 
flow, and financing building and 
technology acquisitions. Prior to 
that role, he served as CFO and 
chief operating officer for Kissito 
Healthcare in Roanoke, Virginia, 
and as vice president of finance 
at a Top 100 national independent 
insurance broker in Tennessee. In 
addition, Yates was a practicing 
certified public accountant for sev-
eral years prior to accepting his 
first corporate financial position.

Ken Saltink of 
all American Re-
model in Tulsa 
was named the 
National Asso-
ciation of Home 
Builders (NAHB) 
Remodeler of 
the Month for 
May. Saltink was 
selected for his leadership, quality 
craftsmanship, customer service, 
and community involvement; as his 
company exemplifies the best in the 
remodeling industry. Approximate-
ly 140,000 builders and remodelers 
across the country are eligible for 
consideration of this monthly award. 

Saltink with has been serving the 
Tulsa area for over 30 years doing 
everything from kitchen, bath and 
home remodels. He has been hon-
ored as Remodeler of the Year two 
separate times. 

From the moment he joined the 
Remodelers Council,  Saltink 
was immediately asked to join 
the leadership ladder. He current-
ly serves as the 2018 Remodelers 
Council president. Saltink’s em-
phasis on community involve-
ment has been expressed through 
the many charitable projects that 
he has been involved in. Saltink 
with the Remodelers Council has 
headed a ramp build for a woman 
who lost her leg in a motorcycle 
accident, helped restore windows 
at the Lindsey House and recent-
ly helped build a pergola and bike 
rack for the Launch Outreach or-
ganization. Saltink continues to 
see ways that the Tulsa community 
needs assistance and this has driv-
en his motivation to stay involved 
in the Association. 

The purpose of the NAHB Re-
modeler of the Month award pro-
gram is to celebrate local, active 
remodelers who stand out because 
of recent quality work, customer 
service, community involvement, 
and dedication to furthering the 
industry. 

The Tulsa Re-
gional Chamber 
recently promoted 
Angie Zaricor to 
the new role of di-
rector of regional 
partnerships and 
special projects.

The position is 
dedicated to en-
hancing economic development 
efforts, focusing on regional re-
lationships within Tulsa’s Future, 
the Chamber-led economic devel-
opment plan for northeast Okla-
homa. Zaricor will assist nearly 
three dozen Tulsa’s Future region-
al partners with their unique eco-
nomic development endeavors.

Increasing interest in the region 
through Tulsa’s Future necessitat-
ed Zaricor’s new position.

 Zaricor’s career at the Tulsa Re-
gional Chamber began in February 
2007 as the economic develop-
ment coordinator. In 2012, she be-
came the executive assistant to the 
senior vice president of economic 
development. 

Saint Simeon’s, 
a senior living 
community in 
Tulsa, welcomes 
a new president 
and CEO, Tam-
my Schafer. 
Schafer comes to 
Saint Simeon’s 
from Abilene, 
Texas, where she served as se-
nior vice president for Evergreen 
Senior Living, with oversight of 
seven communities located in Col-
orado, Texas and Oklahoma. 

Schafer previously served as se-
nior executive director for Bradford 
Village Retirement Community in 
Edmond, Oklahoma., executive 
director for The Fountains at Can-
terbury, also in Edmond, owner/
manager of Tender Touch Home 
Services, LLC, and executive ad-
ministrator for Spanish Cove Retire-
ment Village in Yukon, Oklahoma.

Mark Stanley, founder of Stan-
ley Myers Morgan Law Firm and 
among America’s Top 100 High 
Stakes Litigators for 2017 has 
been selection to America’s Top 
100 High Stakes Litigators, which 
is  reserved to identify the nation’s 
most exceptional trial attorneys in 
high value, high stakes legal mat-
ters.  

Candidates are carefully 
screened through comprehensive 
qualitative comparative analysis 
based on a broad array of criteria, 
including the candidate’s profes-
sional experience, litigation ex-
perience, significant case results, 
representative high stakes matters, 
peer reputation, and community 
impact in order to rank the candi-
dates throughout the state.  

Only the top 100 qualifying at-
torneys in each state receive this 
honor and are selected for mem-
bership among America’s Top 
100 High Stakes Litigators.  With 
these extremely high standards for 
selection to America’s Top 100 
High Stakes Litigators, less than 
one-half percent of active attor-
neys in the United States receive 
this honor.

To learn more, visit  www.
Top100HighStakesLitigators.com.

Oral Roberts 
University Presi-
dent Dr. William 
M. Wilson has 
announced glob-
a l ly - renowned 
scholar Dr. Won-
suk Ma as ORU’s 
new dean of the 
College of The-
ology and Ministry. Dr. Ma joined 
ORU’s faculty nearly two years ago 
as the Distinguished Professor of 
Global Christianity for the Graduate 
School. He has also been working to 
create and sustain a Ph.D. program 
in theology at ORU.

Dr. Ma, along with his wife Julie, 
who is also an ORU faculty mem-
ber, spent 10 years as executive 
director of the Oxford Center for 
Mission Studies, which has become 
Europe’s largest Ph.D. program in 
Mission Studies. Before this time, 
the couple lived in the Philippines 
for 27 years, where Dr. Ma served 
as a pastor and church planter.

In addition to his time at the Ox-
ford Center for Mission Studies, Dr. 
Ma’s academic experience includes 
serving as vice president and teach-
ing at Asia Pacific Theological Sem-
inary in the Philippines and Hansei 
University in Goonpo, Korea. 

Five Tulsa attorneys were among 
the 22 future leaders of Okla-
homa’s legal community who 
graduated from 
the Oklahoma 
Bar Association 
2017-2018 Lead-
ership Acade-
my. Graduates 
completed the 
academy’s train-
ing in leadership, 
motivation and 
communication. 
This is the sixth 
class to graduate 
since the acade-
my’s origination 
in 2007.

OBA President 
Kimberly Hays of 
Tulsa says, “Se-
lection to partici-
pate in the acad-
emy is an honor 
and with the lead-
ership skills they 
have learned, the 
graduates will 
become even 
stronger leaders 
in both their com-
munities and the 
legal profession.”

Tulsa graduates 
in the academy 
were Grayson 
Barnes, Barnes 
Law PLLC; 
C h r i s t o p h e r 
Brecht, Per-
rine, Redemann, 
Berry, Taylor & 
Sloan PLLC; Ruth Calvillo, Fry 
& Elder; Melissa East, McDaniel 
Acord PLLC; and Alexis Gard-
ner, Gardner Law Firm PLLC.
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Home Builders Donates
To Non-Profits Through
Charitable Foundation

Every hand opened for the 
sake of giving has helped 

make greater Tulsa a better 
place.  This is exactly what 
happened last Thursday at the 
annual fundraiser held by the 
HBA Charitable Foundation, 
Appetite for Construction. This 
year was a record year for the 
gala as $87,000 was raised to 
support our community. 

Generosity started the mo-
ment Metro Appliances and 
More graciously donated the 
use of their facility for the 8th 
year in a row to raise money for 
the HBA Charitable Founda-
tion, which supports local char-
ities focused on housing and 
education. The evening includ-
ed 10 of Tulsa’s local favorite 
chefs cooking some of their 
recipes and serving attendees 
in different kitchens through-
out the evening. The evening 
also included a live auction, 
silent auction, raffles and enter-
tainment by the Barrett Lewis 
Band.

Since its inception in 2013 the 

HBA Charitable Foundation 
has funded and completed proj-
ects with a total value exceed-
ing $700,000. To rganizations 
such as Lindsey House,  Tulsa 
Habitat for Humanity and Fam-
ily and Children Services. 

BUSINESS & PEOPLE NOTES

YATES ZARICOR WILSON

BRECHT

GARDNER

BARNES

EAST

SCHAFER

SALTINK

ONE OF MANY:  Lucia Carballo, left, with the  HBA Charitable 
Foundation, and Xan Black of the Tulsa Regional Stem Alliance, 
display a donated check of $3,000 during the recent “Appetite for 
Construction” charitable.  The event raised $87,000 for non-profits 
in the community. 

Courtesy HBA

EVENT CHAIR:  Carrie De-
Weese served as the chair of the 
Appetite for Construction event.  
With her is Brian Sanders, news 
anchor at Channel 2.

GTR Newspapers photo
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		  CALL 918-254-1515 FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION

Downtown Tulsa    918-594-8000

OSU DEGREEOSU DEGREE
IN TULSA

OSU DEGREEOSU DEGREEOSU DEGREE
YOU CAN GET AN

Students attend Oklahoma State University in Tulsa for a variety of reasons. 
Some want more opportunities and increased earning power that come 
from earning an OSU degree. Others want to make connections and 
create a better quality of life for themselves and their community 
through learning, service and research. Whatever your goals, OSU-Tulsa 
can help you get there, from here:
 
   Undergraduate and graduate degree programs and graduate certificates

   In-demand majors in areas like business, engineering, education, 
   aviation and computer science

   World-class research facilities with faculty who are renowned in 
   their fields

   Academic counselors who provide one-on-one guidance from 
   pre-admission to graduation

   Seamless transfer process from local two-year colleges

•

•

•

•

•

Tulsa Press Club Hosts Great Plains Awards
The Tulsa Press Club hosted its 

annual Great Plains Journalism 
Awards May 4 at Tulsa’s Mayo 
Hotel.

The Great Plains Journalism 
Awards is a regional contest hon-
oring print, web, TV and magazine 
journalists for outstanding stories, 
photography and design. The 
eight-state competition includes 
Oklahoma, Arkansas, Kansas, 
Missouri, Nebraska, Iowa, North 
Dakota and South Dakota.

The event welcomed CBS News 
correspondent  Omar Villafranca 
as its distinguished lecturer.  Join-
ing Villafranca as featured speak-
ers were  ProPublica Illinois Edi-
tor-in-Chief Louise Kiernan, Tulsa 
attorney S. Douglas “Doug” Dodd 
and National Geographic’s Senior 
Director of Travel and Adventure 
Andrea Leitch.  All four speakers 
presented workshops to confer-
ence attendees. 

Both Villafranca and Leitch have 

Tulsa ties, as Villafranca was a 
KOTV Channel 6 correspondent 
from 2004-2008 and Leitch, who 
graduated from Booker T. Wash-
ington High School in 2003, 
served as online editor at Tulsa 
People Magazine until 2010.
The top nine overall winners 
are: 
• Great Plains Newspaper of the 

Year: Tulsa World
• Great Plains Magazine of the 

Year: Omaha Magazine
• Great Plains Website of the 

Year: Omaha World-Herald
• Great Plains Designer of the 

Year: Tim Parks, Omaha 
World-Herald

• Great Plains Newspaper Writer 
of the Year: Josh Dulaney, The 
Oklahoman

• Great Plains Newspaper 
Photographer/Portfolio of the 
Year: Sarah Hoffman, Omaha 
World-Herald

• Great Plains Magazine Photog-
rapher/Portfolio of the Year: Liz 
Painter, 605 Magazine

• Great Plains Magazine Writer 
of the Year: Wyndham Wyeth, 
Arkansas Life

• Great Plains Student Newspa-
per of the Year: The University 
Daily Kansan

More than 600 entries were re-
ceived this year, with winners and 
finalists named in 72 profession-
al and student categories. Four 
student journalists were awarded 
$1,500 scholarships named after 
former Tulsa Press Club president 
and ONEOK executive Dan Har-
rison.

Meagan Farley of Tulsa’s 
KOTV News On 6 was the emcee 
for the awards luncheon, which 
included presentation of the Dan 
Harrison Memorial Scholarships. 
The keynote speech was from 
Villafranca.

JOURNALISTIC SMILES:  Enjoying Tulsa and the Mayo Hotel 
during the 2018 Great Plains Journalism Awards are, from left, Event 
Chair Anne Brockman of TulsaPeople Magazine, Omar Villafranca of 
CBS News and Andrea Leitch of National Geographic.  

Marshall Brewing Company Celebrates 10 Years
Marshall Brewing Company, 

Tulsa’s first production brewery, 
celebrated its tenth anniversary 
April 22 at its brewery located at 
618 S. Wheeling Ave. in Tulsa. 

Marshall Brewing Director of 
Marketing and Sales, Wes Al-
exander, says, “Ten years have 
provided many memories here at 
Marshall Brewing. In those ten 
years, craft beer drinkers have 
loyally followed us on a journey 
that has transformed our state. As 
we enter our tenth year, we are im-
mensely thankful for the activism, 
countless words of encourage-
ment, smiles…and shared beers 
at a myriad of events and festivals 
crossing the entire landscape of 
Oklahoma, Arkansas and Kansas.  

“Marshall Turns Ten!” marks 
only the second anniversary cele-

bration the brewery has undertak-
en, with the first celebration being 
a street party hosted by McNellie’s 
Public House, May 18, 2013 that 
featured the launch of Marshall 
Brewing’s barrel-aging program. 
“5,” an Imperial Red Ale aged in 
Bourbon barrels was not only the 
first barrel-aged beer offered by 
Marshall, but the first anniversary 
beer made commercially avail-
able. “10,” a barrel-aged Old Ale 
continues the tradition and high-
lights Marshall Brewing’s  contin-
ued growth and experimentation 
with barrel-aging.

Marshall Brewing was founded 
in April of 2008 by fourth gener-
ation Tulsan Eric Marshall. Eric 
learned the art of brewing while at-
tending the World Brewing Acad-
emy in Munich Germany, before 

apprenticing throughout Germany 
for three years. For a decade, Eric 
has been brewing, educating con-
sumers and changing the cultural 
landscape of Oklahoma. Marshall 
Brewing offers a wide range of 
ales and lagers across distribution 
in Arkansas, Kansas, and Oklaho-
ma.

While beer was be the central 
feature of Marshall’s tenth anni-
versary, Tulsa’s own Horton Re-
cords featured local artists Dustin 
Pittsley, Beau Roberson and Chris 
Blevins performing during Session 
One. Paul Benjamin and Combsy 
performed during Session Two.

Local vendors Mythic Press, 
BeerisOK, CRAVE Nuts, Chizel, 
and Horton Records provided an 
array of locally produced goods to 
complete the local theme.

ANNIVERSARY CHEERS:  Eric Marshall, center, celebrates his 
company’s 10th anniversary with customers and supporters at the 618 
S. Wheeling Ave. location. 

GTR Newspapers photo

GTR Newspapers photo
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At the southwest corner of 5th 
Street and Boston Avenue, one 
of Tulsa’s early multi-story office 
buildings rises 15 
stories to a height 
of 215 feet. With 
a square footprint, 
its total footage is 
142,668 square 
feet, making it 
one of the largest 
office buildings in 
Tulsa built in the 
1920s – 1930s.

In 1924, the 
Thompson Build-
ing (as it is known 
today) was 
opened by its 
owners, brothers 
William, Jay, and 
Rob Thompson, 
who needed a 
Tulsa office loca-
tion for their three 
eastern Oklaho-
ma ranches. The 
original square 
tower at ten stories was named 
the Mid-Continent Building and 
was designed by architect Frank 

Michael Olston. Capping the ten 
stories was a large projecting 
limestone cornice. The brothers 

chose their loca-
tion wisely. Fifth 
Street and Boston 
Avenue was then 
and is now one of 
the most import-
ant intersections 
in downtown Tul-
sa and was a pop-
ular address.

In 1929, boom-
ing Tulsa attract-
ed the Tidewater 
Oil Company, 
which was look-
ing for space for 
a major region-
al office. Tide-
water struck a 
deal with the 
Thompsons. The 
brothers hired 
R u c k s - B r a n d t 
C o n s t r u c t i o n 
Company to add 

five more floors. The addition 
preceded a similar expansion at 
the neighboring (across the street) 
Philcade building a year later.

We don’t know if the Thomp-
son’s architect had designed for 
five more floors or not (certainly 
the building structure could han-
dle it), but the addition is almost 
seamless. Only a little awkward-
ness, the tenth floor cornice pro-
vides a subtle hint at the expan-
sion.

The Thompsons did not stop 
with five more floors. Atop the 
fifteenth floor, the brothers add-
ed a copper tiled steeple reach-
ing another five stories. This 

gave the building a stately pent-
house, matching similar quarters 
in competing structures as well 
as a lighthouse-styled cover for 
its rooftop water tanks and other 
systems, providing, among other 
things, gravity-flow plumbing.

Over the years, the Thompson 
Building housed a number of 
well-known law firms, and for 
many years (until 1970), its first 
two floors were occupied by the 
Vandevers Department Store with 
the Charmont restaurant in a first 
floor loft. In its waning years, 
Sooner Federal Saving and Loan 
occupied much of the building. 
Today, the Thompson Building is 
carefully maintained and accom-
modates a number of different of-
fice tenants.

The exterior of the Thompson 
Building is clad in the dark red 
brick and light gray limestone 
prevalent in Tulsa office buildings 
in the 1920s – 1930s. The main 
entrance is at the north elevation, 
which a traditional projection 
steel canopy identifies. The first 
two floors are faced in limestone, 
which rises off a low granite base. 
The high first floor is divided into 
bays by square pilaster columns, 
which utilize egg and dart detail 
and garland plaques all worked 
in stone. At the third, sixth, and 
fifteenth floors the dark brick be-
tween windows is framed in lime-
stone trim. The window openings 
(fenestration) is a pattern of single 
windows alternating with pairs.

The Thompson Building is one 
of the grand old buildings that 
Tulsa is lucky to have. Its address 
is still a prime location in our 
downtown.

On Architecture

By ROGER COFFEY, AIA

Thompson Building One of the 
Largest from Boomtown Era

THE THOMPSON BUILDING
5TH STREET AND BOSTON AVENUE

Photo by DOUGLAS HENDERSON
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REMEMBERING
Journalist David L. Jones
Of the Tulsa Tribune Family
Will be Missed, Remembered

David Lloyd Jones, a member of 
the iconic Tulsa Tribune family, 
died Monday, May 14  at St. Fran-
cis Hospital following complica-
tions from leukemia.. He was 79.

David was the son of longtime 
Tribune editor and publisher Jen-
kin Lloyd Jones and Juanita Carl-
son Lloyd Jones. 

David grew up in the “family 
business” of the Tulsa Tribune, the 
former Tulsa evening newspaper, 
after a stint in the Army, serving 
variously as a Washington D.C. 
correspondent, arts critic and gen-
eral reporter before beginning a 
decades-long career as “The Ram-
bler” one of the Tribune’s most 
popular columns, a feature started 
by his father more than half a cen-
tury earlier.

David was an avid sports enthu-
siast, a lover of the classics—be 
they written, heard, viewed or 
danced—and a great comrade to 
struggling kids via Little League, 
Big Brothers and Sisters, and as a 
mentor to fledgling readers at Ce-
lia Clinton Elementary School.

After serving as president of 
Theater Tulsa, he exchanged his 
gavel for a script and took great 
pride in treading the boards as an 
amateur actor.  Never an outstand-
ing sportsman, he loved finding 
the talent in others and for many 
years served as a Little League 
coach, often keeping up connec-
tions through his players’ adult-
hoods.

He was an expert on movie his-
tory, very knowledgeable about 

classical music and books (he 
once owed The Happy Griffin 
bookstore) and a theater buff who 
performed in local plays. 

  A fervent Sherlock Holmes fan, 
he also loved most sports, espe-
cially University of Tulsa football 
and any team that had “Washing-
ton” on its uniforms. During his 
seven years of covering the U.S. 
Capitol and environs he happily 
coached the baseball Little League 
Reston (Va.) Cobras. Politics fas-
cinated him and triggered many a 
conversation about those seeking 
or holding public office.

  He went to Tulsa Public Schools 
through his sophomore year, 
then graduated from The Choate 
School in Wallingford, Connecti-

cut. Dave earned a bachelor’s de-
gree from Denison University in 
Ohio before serving in the U.S. 
Army in Ethiopia.

   Although he could handle 
“hard” news well, his special tal-
ent was in lighthearted columns 
and movie or theater reviews. 
Friends upon hearing of his death 
messaged about his kindness, hu-
mor and generosity. He was a spe-
cial and sweet person in the best 
meaning of those words.

Several years after the Tulsa Tri-
bune ceased publishing, David be-
gan writing and editing for Great-
er Tulsa Reporter Newspapers. A 
born raconteur, he loved sharing 
stories and opinions—talents that 
he shared with GTR readers.

Those who knew David often 
cited the same three attributes, a 
vast reservoir of puns and humor, 
an astonishing command of the 
English language, and an innate, 
radiant kindness.   We at GTR 
Newspapers miss him.

David is survived by his wife 
Martha, children Alicia (Lisa), 
Melissa (Mimi) and Matthew; 
his sister, former Tribune colum-
nist Georgia Snoke, and her hus-
band Ken; his brother, former Tri-
bune editor Jenkin Lloyd Jones Jr., 
and several nieces and nephews. 
He was preceded in death by his 
parents.

   In a time of much squabbling 
and intolerance in our national life, 
Dave would offer a smile, a pleas-
ant word, even a laugh. Those are 
precious gifts to bequest.

DAVID LLOYD JONES

NEWSPAPER FAMILY:  David Lloyd Jones, left, with his brother Jenkin Lloyd Jones Jr. and his sister 
Georgia Snoke during a Rotary Club of Tulsa meeting earlier this year.  Jenkin Lloyd Jones Jr. was the fea-
tured speaker that day, and David Lloyd Jones was a former member of the club.  

GTR Newspapers photo
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CENTRAL BANK OF OKLAHOMA CALENDAR • MAY 13 TO JUNE 16

Tulsa Drillers Are Home May 29 – June 3. Visit tulsadrillers.com for Tickets
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More Bank for Your Buck

Free Small Business Checking

New Name. Same Bank.

Ask about fraud ID protection

Tulsa Drillers
vs. Springfield
7:05 p.m.  
Visit tulsadrillers.com for 
more information.

Tulsa Drillers
vs. Springfield
7:05 p.m.  
Visit tulsadrillers.com for 
more information.

Tulsa Drillers
vs. Springfield
11:05 a.m.  
Visit tulsadrillers.com for 
more information.

Tulsa Drillers
vs. Springfield
7:05 p.m.  
Visit tulsadrillers.com for 
more information.

Tulsa Drillers
vs. Arkansas
7:05 p.m. • May 18-19  
Visit tulsadrillers.com for 
more information.

Tulsa Drillers
vs. Arkansas
1:05 p.m.   
Visit tulsadrillers.com for 
more information.

Tulsa Drillers
vs. Arkansas
12:05 p.m.   

Visit tulsadrillers.com for 
more information.

Tulsa Drillers
vs. San Antonio
7:05 p.m.  
Visit tulsadrillers.com for 
more information.

Tulsa Drillers
vs. San Antonio
7:05 p.m.  
Visit tulsadrillers.com for 
more information.

Tulsa Drillers
vs. San Antonio
7:05 p.m.  
Visit tulsadrillers.com for 
more information.

Tulsa Drillers
vs. Corpus Christi
7:05 p.m.  
Visit tulsadrillers.com for 
more information.

Tulsa Drillers
vs. Corpus Christi
7:05 p.m.  
Visit tulsadrillers.com for 
more information.

Tulsa Drillers
vs. NW Arkansas
7:05 p.m.  
Visit tulsadrillers.com for 
more information.

Tulsa Drillers
vs. NW Arkansas
7:05 p.m. • June 14-16 
Visit tulsadrillers.com for 
more information.

Tulsa Drillers
vs. Corpus Christi
1:05 p.m.  
Visit tulsadrillers.com for 
more information.

Cajun Ed’s Crawfest
Hebert’s Specialty Meats
11 a.m. – 7  p.m.
Visit hebertsmeats.com for 
more information.

Monster Jam
BOK Center
2  p.m.
Visit bokcenter.com 
for more information.

Depeche Mode
BOK Center
7:30  p.m.
Visit bokcenter.com for more 
information.

Animal Aid of 
Tulsa Putting 
for Pups
Mohawk Park Golf 
Course 
8 a.m. – 1 p.m.
Visit ani-
malaid.org for 
more information.

George Strait
BOK Center
8 p.m.
Visit bokcenter.com for more 
information.

Willie Nelson and 
Allison Krauss
BOK Center
7:30 p.m.
Visit bokcenter.com for more 
information.

Idea Box: German Ex-
pressionism in Film
Central Library
All day
Visit tulsalibrary.org for more 
information.

Idea Box: German Ex-
pressionism in Film
Central Library
All day
Visit tulsalibrary.org for more 
information.

Fitness on the 
Green: Yoga
Guthrie Green
5:30 – 6:30 p.m.
Visit guthriegreen.
com for more 
information.
Monday Me-
lee Gaming
Inner Circle Vodka Bar 
6:30 – 10 p.m.
Visit meleeworld.org for 
more information.

Sunday Concert
Guthrie Green
2:30 – 6:30 p.m.
Visit guthriegreen.com for 
more information.

Garden Play Thursday
Central Library
10 – 11 a.m.
Visit tulsalibrary.org for more 
information.

Tommy Terrific’s Wacky 
Magic - Jazz Pioneer 
Louis Armstrong
Broken Arrow Library
1 – 2 p.m.
Visit tulsalibrary.org for more 
information.

Vaudeville Folk Duo: 
Jack and Kitty Norton
Bixby Library
1 – 2 p.m.
Visit tulsalibrary.org for more 
information.

PAWS for Reading
Bixby Library
1 – 2 p.m.

Visit tulsalibrary.org for 
more information.

Garden Play Thursday
Central Library
10 – 11 a.m.
Visit tulsalibrary.org for more 
information.

Is Your Child Kinder-
garten Ready?
Bixby Library
6:30 – 8 p.m.
Visit tulsalibrary.org for more 
information.

Hop Jam
Tulsa Arts District 
12 – 9:30 p.m.
Visit tulsalibrary.org for more 
information.

Tulsa Healthcare Cov-
erage Project (THCP)
Martin Regional Library
9 a.m. – 12 p.m.
Visit tulsalibrary.org for more 
information.
Food Truck Wednesday
Guthrie Green
11:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m.
Visit guth-
riegreen.
com for 
more in-
forma-
tion.

12th Annual Taste of 
Bixby
Charley Young Event Park 
5:30 – 8 p.m.
Visit bit.ly/2018TasteofBixby 
for more information.

Rocklahoma
Prior, Okla.
May 25-27
Visit travelok.com for more 
information.
Film Friday: The 
Goonies
Philbrook Museum of Art
6 p.m.
Visit philbrook.org for more 
information.

Studio Saturday
Philbrook Museum of Art
12:30 – 3:30 p.m.
Visit philbrook.org for more 
information.

David Crosby and 
Friends
Brady Theater
7:30 p.m.
Visit bradytheater.com for 
more information.

ZZ Top
River Spirit Casino
8 p.m.
Visit riverspirittulsa.com for 
more information.

REO Speedwagon
River Spirit Casino
8 p.m. • June 1
Visit riverspirittulsa.com for 
more information.

Brian Setzer
River Spirit Casino
8 p.m. 
Visit riverspirittulsa.com for 
more information.

Fleet Foxes 
Cain’s Ballroom
7 p.m.
Visit cainsballroom.com for 
more information.

Minus The Bear
Cain’s Ballroom
7 p.m.
Visit cainsballroom.com for 
more information.

Music Sandwiched In
Central Library
12 – 12:50 p.m.
Visit tulsalibrary.com for more 
information.

Movies in the Garden: 
“School of Rock”
Central Library
7 – 9  p.m.
Visit tulsalibrary.com for more 
information.

Turner & Boggs Sui-
cide Awareness Concert
Cain’s Ballroom
3 – 5 p.m.
Visit cainsballroom.com for 
more information.
An Evening of  
Symphonic Praise
Asbury United Methodist 
Church 
6 p.m.
Visit asburytulsa.org for more 
information.

Shinyribs
Cain’s Ballroom
7 p.m.
Visit cainsballroom.com for 
more information.

Robert Earl Keen
Cain’s Ballroom
7 p.m.
Visit cainsballroom.com for 
more information.

The Charlie Daniels 
Band
Hard Rock Hotel & Casino
7 p.m.
Visithardrockcasinotulsa.com 
for more information.

John Fogerty
Hard Rock Hotel & Casino
7 p.m.
Visithardrockcasinotulsa.com 
for more information.

Tulsa Area 
Photographic 
Society  Month-
ly Meeting
Martin Regional Library 
7 p.m.
Visit Tulsa Area 
Photographic Society 
on Facebook for more 
information.

Roaring ‘20s Jazz 
Dance Party - Sum-
mer Reading Program 
Kickoff
Jenks Library 
2 – 3 p.m.
Visit tulsalibrary.org for more 
information.

Holland Hall 
Golf Tourna-
ment
The Patriot Golf 

Club 
All day
Visit hollandhall.
edu for more 
information.

Drawing on 
Memories
Gilcrease Museum 
10 a.m. – 12 p.m.

Visit gilcrease.org for more 
information.

The Melvins 
Cain’s Ballroom
7 p.m.
Visit cainsballroom.com for 
more information.

American Aquarium 
Cain’s Ballroom
7 p.m.
Visit cainsballroom.com for info.

Drawing on Memories 
Philbrook Museum
10 a.m. – 12 p.m.
Visit alz.org for more info.
Cooking Class: Season 
Vegetables 
Cancer Treatment Centers of 
America
5:30 – 6:30 p.m.
Visit cancercenter.com for info.

Jimmy Eat World
Cain’s Ballroom
6:30 p.m.
Visit cainsballroom.com for info.

Mother’s Day Brunch
Oklahoma Aquarium
11 a.m. –2 p.m.
Visit tulsaballet.com.com for 
more information.

Mr. Burns: A 
Post-Electric Play
Theatre Tulsa Next Stage
2 p.m. 
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

Beatles vs. Stones: A 
Musical Showdown
La Jolla Booking Agency
7 p.m. 
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

Las Arpias
LJ Productions, LLC
8 p.m. 
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

The Lion King Jr.
Theatre Tulsa Family
7:30 p.m. 
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

The Lion King Jr.
Theatre Tulsa Family
2 & 7:30 p.m. 
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

Jerry Seinfeld
JS Touring
7 p.m. 
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

Wo
Portico Dans Theatre
8 p.m. 
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

Some Like it Hot
PAC Gallery
June 8 – 28 
FREE exhibit.

Janet Rutland Sings 
Gershwin
SummerStage
7:30 p.m. • June 14-15
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

Miró Quartet 
OKM Music
12:10 p.m. 
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

Onward
SummerStage
7:30 p.m. 
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

Pinocchio
Tulsa Youth Opera
7:30 p.m. 
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

Little Old Ladies in 
Tennis Shoes
Sand Springs  
Community Theatre
8 p.m. 
myticketoffice.com for tickets. Little Old Ladies in 

Tennis Shoes
Sand Springs  
Community Theatre
8 p.m. 
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

Boogle Wonderland: 
An Earth, Wind and 
Fire Tribute
Tulsa Jazz
8 p.m. 
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

Boogle Wonderland: 
An Earth, Wind and 
Fire Tribute
Tulsa Jazz
8 p.m. 
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

Tulsa Youth Cabaret: 
One Perfect Moment 
SummerStage
7 p.m. 
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

Tulsa Youth Cabaret: 
One Perfect Moment 
SummerStage
7 p.m. 
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

Brown Bag It:  
Luis-Eduardo 
PAC Trust
12:10 – 12:50 p.m. 

FREE event.

Biological  
Determinism
PAC Gallery
Through May 30 
FREE e xhibit.

Alicia Hall Moran: 
Black Wall Street
Choregus Productions
7 p.m. 
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

Zooman and the Sign
Theatre North
8 p.m. 
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

9

We Offer Health 
Savings Accounts

Tulsa Roughnecks vs. 
OKC Energy FC
ONEOK Field
7 p.m.
Visit roughnecksfc.com for 
more information.

Tulsa Rough-
necks vs. Saint 
Louis FC
ONEOK Field

7 p.m.
Visit roughnecks-
fc.com for more 
information.
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AREA NEWS
Utica Square Presents Summer’s Fifth Night
By CHET GREGORY
Contributing Writer

The year was 1991, and the mer-
chants of Utica Square were about 
to launch what would turn out to 
be a favorite Tulsa tradition.  No 
one would have guessed it then.  
In the beginning, production was 
very rudimentary and depended 
on what sound equipment the band 
had or could borrow.  It worked for 
those early crowds.

Names like the late Earl Clark 
and Debbie Campbell played in 
those early days, and the genre 
was mostly jazz.  The atmosphere 
in Tulsa’s most fashionable shop-
ping center melded well with the 
entertainment, and people just 
kept coming.

As the years progressed, the 
line-ups started, including more 
musical styles.  Bands such as 
Mid Life Crisis (Classic Rock), 
Grady Nichols (Jazz/Pop),  Mary 
Cogan (Country Rock),  Red Dirt 
Rangers (Red Dirt Americana), 
Starr Fisher (R&B), Admiral Twin 
(Rock) started making annual ap-
pearances as crowd favorites.  

The unique blend of shopping 
and dining establishments has 
always made something special 
and unique about a Utica Square 
experience and Summer’s Fifth 
Night is truly a great additional 
reason to be there.   It has joined 
other favorite traditional Utica 
Square annual events like, Lights 
On, Art in the Square and Fashion 
in the Square, to provide many 
memorable experiences through-
out the year.  

Starting in 1993, local book-
ing agency SRO Productions was 
brought in to organize and pro-
duce the shows under the direction 

of the Merchants Association and 
its property manager and has pro-
duced all the shows since.  Says 
SRO President Jon Terry, “It is 
always a joy to see the great turn-
out all through the summer for 
this event.  Tulsa musicians love 
the opportunity to showcase their 
wonderful talents to such large 
crowds and are grateful to the 
Merchants Association for making 
this happen and supporting live 
music in Tulsa.”  

The crowds grew in size, some-
times as many as 4,000 in esti-
mated attendance.  Some come to 
dance (and many do), some just 
to listen and many others to be 
with friends and family at a free 
happening that has always had 
mass appeal.  It’s casual, it’s en-
tertaining, and it’s easy and free to 
attend. Chairs are supplied closer 
to the stage but many bring their 
own, plus tables, food, drinks, 
blankets and whatever makes their 
night special.  

Yes, there have been sightings 
over the years of people with fine 
dishes, glasses and food with peo-
ple serving them, but they are right 
next to people that brought noth-
ing but a friendly attitude and are 
having just as good a time.   

Always presented on Thursday 
evenings during June, July and 
August (with some last-week-of-
May dates thrown in), the summer 
series has hosted so many of Tul-
sa’s very best.  You never know 
who might show up and sit in as a 
special guest with featured bands.    

Shows always start right at 7 p.m. 
thanks to the dedicated work of 
many including the Utica Square 
Landscape and Maintenance crew 
and Security that turns a shopping 
center parking lot into a concert 

venue for thousands in a matter of 
a few hours.  The team then returns 
it back that night ready for the next 
day’s business.

The 2018 Summer’s Fifth 
Night schedule includes:
• May 31– Weston Horn & the 

Hush – Power Funk Rock
• June 7 –Mid Life Crisis Band 

- Classic Rock from a classic 
band

• June 14 – Retro Rocket – Early 

rock on a mission
• June 21 – Zodiac – Pop Rock
• June 28 – Bradio – Music of the 

Beatles 
• July 5 – Starlight Band – Best 

of the Big Band Era / Patriotic
• July 12 – Eldredge Jackson - 

Contemporary Jazz Sax
• July 19 – Red Dirt Rangers – 

Red Dirt music royalty
• July 26 – Mary Cogan – Alt 

Country Rock 

• August 2 – Usual Suspects – 
Classic Rock

• August 9 – Doctors of Replay – 
Rock for dancing

• August 16 – Chris Hyde Band – 
Rock / Blues / Funk

• August 30 – Grady Nichols – 
Jazz Pop

For weather updates on the day 
of shows, visit www.facebook.
com/UticaSquare.

GRADY NICHOLS AND FRIENDS:  Tulsan Grady Nichols and band members entertain the lively Uti-
ca Square Summer’s Fifth Night crowd last year.  Nichols is scheduled to appear Aug. 30.  Summer’s Fifth 
Night will begin on May 31 with Horn & the Hush, which offers power funk rock.  All dates and acts are 
listed on page 14.

Courtesy SRO Productions


