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The Walters Museum of Art in Baltimore commissioned Philadelphia-based ceramicist Robert Lugo to create works of art and to participate in programming for the re-
opening of the historic Mount Vernon building located 1 West Mount Vernon Place. Roberto Lugo’s handmade dishes and urns, which depict historical African-Ameri-
can figures such as Freddie Gray and Frederick Douglass, will be on display during the grand opening. His works are eye-catching, and when the museum opens on
Saturday, June 16, the pieces are certain to draw a lot of conversation. Lugo’s works combine the forms and traditions he previously observed in the Walters’ collection
with contemporary color and imagery. Lugo will be attending the free community opening celebration of 1 West on June 16. (See article on page 12) 

Courtesy Photo: The Walters Museum of Art

Artist Robert Lugo Discusses Walters Museum Collection, History



Baltimore— On Saturday, June 30,

2018, the Friends of Historical Cherry

Hill AUMP, Inc., a non-profit 501©3 or-

ganization will have it’s President and

Local Historian/Author Louis S. Diggs

make a presentation on the history of an

all-African American unit, which has

been part of the Maryland National

Guard (MDG) since the 1880s.

Diggs served with this unit when they

were the only Maryland National Guard

unit ordered to active duty during the

Korean War in August 1950. While con-

duction research for his last three books,

Diggs discovered several African Ameri-

cans from Baltimore County who partic-

ipated some of the four wars this African

American unit of the (MDG) played a

part in.

Diggs, whose ancestors were slaves in

the Piney Grove area of Baltimore

County has written about the history of

this unit when they were called “The

Monumental City Guards,” “The Sepa-

rate Company,” “The First Separate

Company,” and finally the “231st Trans-

portation Truck Battalion with three

Truck Companies. The name of his book

is: “Forgotten Road Warriors.”

This free program will be presented at

the “Diggs-Johnson Museum,” located

at 2426 Offutt Road, Granite, MD 21163

on Saturday, June 30, 2018, from

10:00am to 12:00pm.  Because of the

extremely limited parking at the mu-

seum, parking passes will be required.

To request your ticket to the program

and/or a parking pass at the Museum,

please contact Louis Diggs at louis-

diggs2@verizon.net.

Hopefully some veterans of the Ko-

rean War from Baltimore County, as

well as veterans of the 231st Transporta-

tion Truck Battalion will be present at

the presentation. 
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Local historian to talk about All African American Unit 

part of Maryland National Guard 

On the right is PFC Louis S. Diggs. truck driver and Company Clerk with Sgt.
Charles Gilmore, his Squad Leader. They were members of the 726th Trans-
portaion Truck Company in Korea in 1951. (From the book, The Forgotten Road
Warriors, authore Louis S. Diggs

L-R: 1st Sgt. Brooks, SFC Lloyd Scott and SFC Bradford setting up defense for
the 726th Transportation Truck Company. SFC Scott resided in Baltimore
County and retired from the Maryland National Guard.
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Guest Editorials/Commentary   
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The Free Market Is Curing Blindness
By Sandip Shah

The FDA recently approved a revolutionary drug that could restore sight to 2,000

nearly-blind Americans. 

Doctors inject the personalized "gene therapy," called Luxturna, directly into pa-

tients' eyes. The treatment overrides a rare genetic mutation that causes severe vi-

sion problems and ultimately leads to total blindness. In clinical trials, the treatment

not only halted vision loss but also significantly improved many patients' sight. 

However, the one-time therapy carries an eye-popping price tag: $850,000. The price

has sparked renewed debate about supposedly predatory pricing in the drug industry.

With very few exceptions, drug prices aren't predatory -- or even arbitrary. They

reflect the value of the innovation which came at colossal risk and expense inherent

to pharmaceutical innovation. Attempts to impose price controls would stifle re-

search and prevent the creation of medical miracles.

Creating these miracles is time-consuming and expensive. For instance, it took

nearly six years and $400 million to develop Luxturna. And Luxturna is one of just a few

success stories -- barely one in 10 drugs that enter human trials ever makes it to market. 

Gene therapy is in its infancy, and so it's riskier to pursue this research than it is to

pursue research for run-of-the-mill medications. But drug companies are diving in.

They're developing therapies to treat high-need diseases like hemophilia and

leukemia.  

Because of this immense risk, drug makers have to be able to charge prices that

provide a reasonable shot at recouping their huge expenses. Doing so is the only

way to encourage researchers to investigate and develop brand new pharmaceuticals

that target rare diseases, like Luxturna.

But if we don't give researchers the chance to recoup their investments, they

might stop pursuing this new, risky research. 

High prices don't last forever. Once a drug's patent expires, generic drug manufac-

turers can introduce cheap alternatives. About 90 percent of drugs dispensed in the

United States are low-cost generics. Over the next five years, roughly $100 billion

in brand name sales will start facing generic competition, forcing brand-name man-

ufacturers to cut their prices to remain competitive. 

Such competition also occurs when multiple companies introduce unique medi-

cines to treat the same disease.

Consider Sovaldi, a breakthrough hepatitis C cure that cost $1,000 per pill when

first introduced a few years ago. That price prompted a firestorm of condemnation. But it

plummeted by half after competitor drugs hit the market -- and it's still falling.  

Unfortunately, many politicians and pundits ignore how competition drives down

prices over time. They instead fixate on the initial prices of drugs. And they've

started calling for the government to regulate prices.

Such price controls would be hugely counterproductive. Price caps would shrink

or eliminate companies' projected returns on drug development projects. So drug

makers would stop investing in risky research. Many of the 7,000 medicines cur-

rently in development, over 500 of which are for rare diseases, would never reach

pharmacy shelves -- or patients' medicine cabinets.  

It'd be a tragedy to deprive patients of such transformative treatments. 

Drug makers need to be able to sell breakthrough drugs at market prices to earn

back their huge development costs and fund future research. Heavy-handed govern-

ment interventions would drive away research capital and stomp out the next gener-

ation of new treatments. 

Sandip Shah is the founder and president of Market Access Solutions, a global
market access consultancy, where he develops strategies to optimize patient access
to life-changing therapies.

Letter to the Editor
Editor:

Wells Fargo to buy homes for

black people
It is amazing how many educated

black people of today are so willing to

accept handouts from white institutions. 

In 1900, Booker T. Washington

launched the National Negro Business

League meeting for the first time in

Boston, Massachusetts. One hundred

and fifteen Delegates attended from 20

states in the South to promote black-

owned businesses, to do the same thing

that Wells Fargo, a white-owned institu-

tion wants to do for black people of

today. 

Washington believed that  black people

would succeed through industrial educa-

tion, self help, and business ownership

in our community— and it worked.

However, the Urban League and the

NAACP diverted the thinking of the

black community to that of how white

America thinks (brainwashing), which is

a method to systematically change atti-

tudes or altering beliefs from what

Booker T. Washington had for Black

America.

Leo A. Williams, 

Baltimore

When sending letters to the editor, your correct name, address 
and telephone number must be included with your submission. 

Your letter will not be published without the required information. 
Please send your letter by regular mail to: 
Letters to the Editor, The Annapolis Times

2513 N. Charles Street, Baltimore, MD. 21218 
email: btimes@btimes.com



By Rivera Sun

Pretty soon, we'll all be paying a

whole lot more money for Internet serv-

ice. A few days ago the FCC's repeal of

Net Neutrality went into effect. If noth-

ing is done, it easy to see the handwrit-

ing on the wall. After a waiting period of

no changes (intended to diffuse public

outrage), it's expected that the telecom

giants will broker deals with massive

companies like Google and Amazon,

giving them the virtual version of a bulk

shipping discount while the rest of us

pay premium rates to download, upload,

and stream. It's a death knell for strug-

gling small businesses. 

There's still hope for the supporters of

Net Neutrality, however, as a Congres-

sional Review Act in the House could

overturn the FCC's ruling. While the left

has mobilized repeatedly to defend Net

Neutrality, and many conservative citi-

zens have spoken up in earlier phases of

the campaign, Republican elected offi-

cials are dragging their feet. 

It's hard to figure out why. The attack

against Net Neutrality comes as a heavy-

handed act of good-ol’-boy crony capi-

talism that favors the profits of telecom

giants over small businesses' (and every-

one else's) need for fair Internet access

and affordability. Conservative voters

want Net Neutrality. Senate Republicans

have stepped up and helped the CRA

move through the Senate. Hundreds of

small to mid-size businesses across the

political spectrum have demanded Net

Neutrality.

One Net Neutrality advocate group is

keeping trackof officials' stances as peo-

ple struggle to get the House of Repre-

sentatives to use the Congressional

Review Act to overturn the repeal of Net

Neutrality. The Democrats are lined up

in a neat little row in defense of equal ac-

cess to the Internet. The Republicans, on

the other hand, seem strangely reluctant to

walk their talk and fight back against crony

capitalism that rewards Big Business at the

expense of John Q. Citizen.

It's one of those awkward moments

when the populace on the right and left

shares a common protest chant: Don't

Raise Our Rates! None of us need to pay

more money for worse Internet service

just to satisfy telecom companies' greed.

And that's what this is all about. 

Whether you think of the Internet as a

commons-based resource or an equal-ac-

cess marketplace, both lovers of capital-

ism and the commons should know that

ending Net Neutrality is just plain unfair

business. The Internet is a vitally impor-

tant aspect of contemporary economies,

businesses, education, communication,

arts and culture, politics and so much

more. When fast and slow lanes (guess

which one you'll pay more for) let con-

centrated wealth buy Internet privileges,

the little guys (and that's the vast major-

ity of us) are going to have a harder and

harder time running our businesses, ac-

cessing information, and contributing to

our society, culture, and economy. Tele-

com companies' greed shouldn't be al-

lowed to aggravate the already horrific

inequalities in our country, especially

when doing so is flatly unjustified. 

Conservatives, this one's on you.

House Republicans are the ones that

need to move into action to stop this act

of crony capitalism. They've certainly

campaigned enough on that theme to

recognize it in action; now it's time to

stop it.  The Congressional Review Act

is the mechanism by which they could

act to ensure small businesses have a fair

chance. Whether you're on the right or

left of the political spectrum, take a mo-

ment to visit the Battle for the Net web-

siteand contact those representatives. 

Rivera Sun, syndicated by PeaceVoice,
is the author of The Dandelion Insurrec-
tion, The Roots of Resistance, and other
books, including a study guide to making
change with nonviolent action. She is the
cohost of Love (and Revolution) Radio,
and a trainer in strategy for nonviolent
movements.
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Stop Crony Capitalism: Protect the Net!

It's one of those awkward moments when the populace
on the right and left shares a common protest chant: 

Don't Raise Our Rates!



By Stacy M. Brown

For 40 years, Paul Coates has lived the highs and the

lows at the helm of Black Classic Press and BCP Digi-

tal Printing.

As usual, each day is viewed the same.

“It’s always a good day to print,” said Coates, who

founded the press and printing operation in 1978 not

long after his stint leading the Baltimore chapter of the

Black Panther Party.“Even more so than the publishing

company, one of the great accomplishments that comes

out of this 40 years is the printing company,” he said.

“There are many publishing companies, but there’s

still only one black book printing company in this

country that I know of and that’s Black Classic Press,”

he said, adding that, as a student of printing, he be-

lieves he would be aware if there were another black

printing company.

Having any conversation with Coates, it’s hard not to

pose at least one question about his son, Ta-Nehisi, the

decorated journalist and author who has earned global

acclaim for his work.

“I didn’t foresee it and I know he didn’t foresee him-

self having the success he’s had,” Coates said.

When reminded that he’s often referred to as “Ta-Ne-

hisi’s dad” rather than Ta-Nehisi being referred to as

his son, Coates laughed.“The moon has been eclipsed

by the sun, but it’s all good,” he said.

Coates has a lot on his plate as he celebrates the 40th

anniversary of his companies where books and uther

literature are available from such icons as W.E.B.

DuBois, Carter G. Woodson and Walter Mosley. Liter-

ary lovers can also find such gems like “Fidel & Mal-

colm X: Memories of a Meeting,” where they can read

the compelling account of the historic Harlem meeting

between Fidel Castro and Malcolm X and the revolu-

tionary movements they spawned.

Coates’ company has been devoted to publishing ob-

scure and significant works by and about individuals of

African descent. Black Classic Press specializes in re-

publishing works that are out of print.

“We began publishing because we wanted to extend

the memory of what we believe are important books

that have helped in meaningful ways to shape the black

diasporic experience and our understanding of the

world,” Coates said.

He owes his success to those who have “reached out

and lent a hand along the way.” Those include the “three

elders” who gave their support, John G. Jackson, John

Henrik Clarke and Yosef ben-Jochannan, Coates said.

However, it was another man named Deaver Smith  who

Coates said may have inspired him more than others.

“Dozens of people stand out, but the one person that

continues to really stand out for me is Deaver Smith,” 

Coates said. In 1906, Smith opened Deaver Smith &

Sons, a coffee, tea and spice shop along Pennsylvania

Avenue in Baltimore. Coates became a regular cus-

tomer.

“I used to pass by the shop all the time and get these

wonderful aromas of coffee, spices, teas. The man who

founded the company worked with his son and I went

in there and asked whether it was black owned, and the

son said yes.” 

Coates continued: “He founded the company in 1906

and it looked like it. It was dark with bags of spices all

over, the floors were wooden,

the cash register was old, the

phone was old and the man

who ran it was old. But, the

reason it became my biggest

inspiration was because, here

was this black-owned spice

business on Pennsylvania Av-

enue and he’d been there for so

long and he’d been successful

right in the middle of a city

that had one of the biggest

spice companies in the

world— McCormick. 

“He competed against McCormick in their own terri-

tory and he survived.”

Overcoming racism and oppression is as much a part

of business as it is of everyday life, Coates said. “Pretty

soon, you ignore it. I think you almost have to ignore it

because you must be in a space of doing what you do,”

he said. 

“At the same time, it can serve as fuel for you; you

know the conditions are not right, but I don’t know

how much of it you can focus on because it would

probably drive you crazy.”

Coates said he didn’t envision his own success, par-

ticularly in the publishing and printing business.

“I didn’t foresee it at all, although coming out of the

Black Panther Party led to this because what I did do in

the Black Panther Party was recognize the importance

of education and recognized the importance of commu-

nity being responsible for education,” he said.

“I recognized that we have the right to learn about

ourselves, the right to write about ourselves and read

about ourselves so it was a desire to continue that type

of work,” Coates said.

His foray into publishing and printing began with

working with imprisoned African-American men and

women. It was an effort to educate them, he said.

Today, publishing, printing and the Black Press re-

mains vital to the African-American community,

Coates said. “It’s just like Deaver Smith. We still have

to do our own thing and we should do our own thing,”

he said. 

“No matter how out-sized we are, we still have a re-

sponsibility to serve ourselves and we’ve got to figure

out a model that works for us.”

“We can’t listen to people who say this is no longer

relevant or whatever. Samuel Cornish said it was too

long that others had spoken for us. It was outsized and

impractical then. “The Black Press is still relevant, and

we have to keep pushing. Classic Black Press and BCP

Digital Printing were outsized and one of the smallest

printing companies, but we’re still here.”
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Paul Coates Celebrates 40 Years at Black Classic Press, BCP Digital Printing

Paul Coates, founder of Black Classic Press
Photo: Gioncario Valentine
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By Stacy M. Brown

Tommy Washington wasn’t thinking of

becoming an adoptive parent that day five

years ago when his daughters moved out of

his home and letters began crowding his

mailbox about foster care.

But, when he finally opened one of those

letters, Washington studied the two empty

rooms in his home and thought he could

help make a difference.

Now, 10 foster children and a half decade

later, Washington is prepared to celebrate

Father’s Day by keeping his doors open for

others who might need assistance.

“I just kept getting notifications, so I

looked into it,” he said.“I have enjoyed it

and I’m glad that I have been able to help

these children.”

Washington became a foster parent with

the help and guidance of the Woodbourne

Center, which is located on the former estate

of the Enoch Pratt and A.S. Abell Families.

The center opened more than 200 years

ago with a focus on treating children with

psychiatric and behavioral problems and

later expanded its programming to include

foster care treatment.

Center officials said they’ve been able to

call on Washington in emergencies, too.

“It’s not uncommon for Tommy to will-

ingly go to pick up boys in the middle of

night when Woodbourne has a need for an

emergency placement,” a spokesperson said. 

“Many of the boys are with Tommy for an

extended period of time – he even adopted

one of his foster children.”

Washington recently received a telephone

call at 1:30 a.m. from Woodbourne officials

who needed to place a young man into a

home.

“It’s never a problem. I just get up and an-

swer the call,” Washington said. “I just tell

them to make sure and wake me up in the

morning because I still have to go to work.”

Like other foster parents, Washington said

he can attest that it’s not always easy.

“It’s been some trying times considering

you’re taking in guys who haven’t had a

normal family,” Washington said. “I tell

them when they come in here, they’re fam-

ily and they’re treated like family,” he said.

However, the Woodbourne Center staff

works hard to make the transition as smooth

as possible, officials said.

The center provides psychiatric residential

treatment for boys, ages 12-18, who have

chronic mental health issues. 

Specialized programming is offered for un-

healthy sexual behaviors and treatment fos-

ter care services are provided to boys and

girls, age birth to 21, and families in the Bal-

timore area.

The site utilizes a comprehensive, inte-

grated system of care to meet the individual

needs of each child.

“Every kid that I’ve had has come back

with the exception of one or two,” Washing-

ton said. 

“Just recently, I had one who is now in the

military, has a baby and is married. It made

me feel good. He had been talking about

getting himself together and I think he just

needed the guidance of a man. I just remem-

ber when he was in high school and playing

basketball.”

Still, other heart-warming examples Wash-

ington noted were of one of his former fos-

ter children calling him recently for a haircut

and another he said is simply doing well.

“It’s been a pretty good experience,”

Washington said. 

“It has its ups and downs and it’s not an

easy job because you have to recognize that

you’re dealing with someone else’s troubles

which are different from dealing with your

own children or relatives. You just don’t

know what they’ve been through and you

must take that into account.”
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Foster Dad Readies for Busy Father’s Day

Tommy Washington, foster dad
Courtesy Photo

WET BASEMENTS STINK !!
Mold, mildew and water leakage into your basement causes health 
and foundation damage. What can be done to  the problem?  
Allstate American W  is an honest, hardworking local company. 
We will give you a FREE evaluation and estimate and a fair price. We 
have repaired thousands of basements in the area; we can provide local  
references. When your neighbors needed  they called  
Allstate American. Why don’t you? Call now to receive a 20% discount with 
your FREE ESTIMATE. MHIC#36672

CALL 1 800 426 7783 NOW!
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WASHINGTON, DC – You may have

seen him at the Washington DC Veterans

Affairs Medical Center, he is the one

with an easy smile, a bounce in his step

and multiple award medallions around

his neck. Army Veteran Bernie Gibson,

82, is an athlete who has been compet-

ing in the National Veterans Golden Age

Games (NVGAG) since they began in

1985.

The NVGAG are part of the medical

center’s Recreational Therapy program,

an evidence-based program that helps

injured Veterans improve their func-

tional independence and quality of life.

According to the medical center’s

Recreation Therapy Supervisor Jon

Palks, Recreation Therapy may look like

all fun and games but it’s actually very

serious treatment. “Our therapists help

Veterans enhance or maintain their

motor, physical, social and cognitive

skills. It’s unconventional, but effective,

especially for those who resist other

types of treatment,” Palks said.

For Veteran Bernie Gibson, Recreation

Therapy helps give his life meaning.

“I’ve competed all over the place,

Maine, Hawaii, San Antonio, New York,

you name it,” he said. At the most recent

games in Biloxi, Mississippi, he earned

a gold medal in table tennis, and silver

medals in shot-put, discus and horse

shoes. Table tennis is his favorite he

says, he’s been playing since he was 12.

The games not only provide an athletic

venue but help him and other Veterans

form strong friendship bonds. “I now

have friends all over the nation, we keep

in touch throughout the year and can’t

wait to meet up again and compete with

each other,” Gibson said.

Mr. Gibson is no ordinary competitor;

he is also a coach and a mentor. “At the

games, I often host a mini-camp to help

Veterans hone their skills and to teach them

how to stretch and prepare properly so they

don’t injure themselves,” he said.

Jon Palks says one of the best aspects

of his job is watching Veterans take what

they learn in Recreation Therapy and ap-

plying it other aspects of their lives. For

instance, Bernie Gibson is not only

training for the next NVGAG to be held

in New Mexico in August; but is putting

together an exercise class for a senior

citizen center in Washington, D.C.

For more information about the Wash-

ington DC Veterans Affairs Medical

Center’s Recreation Therapy Program

contact the Office of Public Affairs, 

202-745-4037.

Recreation Therapy keeps 82-year-old veteran, athlete, coach, mentor on his feet

Army Veteran Bernie Gibson
Courtesy Photo
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By Stacy M. Brown

It’s nothing but a man thing at Ham-

mer & Nails. At least, that’s what the

owners of the grooming shop for men

have created at the Owings Mills-based

business that offers hand and foot care,

haircuts and shaves in what’s billed as a

man cave nirvana.

“Hammer & Nails is a shop for guys

who love their man caves, so we felt that

building an atmosphere where guys could

feel like it was designed and built for them

would be a successful shop,” co-owner

Bart Butler said.  

“Men for years have tired of going to

female-centric shops to get hand and

foot grooming. Where now we have our

own shop designed and built just for us

guys,” Butler said.

The shop’s founder, Michael Elliott,

helped kick things in motion when he ap-

peared on the hit CNBC show, Shark Tank.

He sought a $200,000 investment for a 20

percent stake, but the sharks rejected him.

“The show was and is huge for us as

we get a lot of name recognition because

of it,” Butler said.

In a later profile by Forbes Magazine,

it was noted that Elliott, who wrote

screenplays for movies that include

“Brown Sugar” and “Just Wright,”

raised the money anyway.

The first Hammer & Nails shop

opened in 2013 in Los Angeles. 

From the time customers walk in the

door, the custom-designed scented candles

are said to give off great aromas and clients

also are greeted by the unique design from

the shop’s lighting to its car door light fix-

tures and televisions that are encased inside

mirrors located in the barbering area.

“We focus on service and our staff are

trained to make this about an experience

not just services being delivered,” Butler

said.  

An added attraction is the shop’s com-

plimentary premium cocktails; and its

hand and foot area where each guy has

his own 43 inch flat screen, Bose noise

cancelling headphones and remote con-

trol in a low light atmosphere where

they are attended to by an all-female

staff. 

The shop also has nail technicians who

are trained in wellness so that they are able

to routinely alert clients of any medical is-

sues they should have looked at.

Butler said he had been looking at a

similar business model and when his

wife received an email about H&N, he

began “completing her every sentence

and we knew it was the one.” 

“Within one day I was on the phone

with the vice president of franchise de-

velopment and within one week we had a

conference call with [Elliott]. Two months

after my visit we closed the deal to pur-

chase development rights to develop 10

franchises in Maryland,” he said.

Butler said the name Hammer & Nails

certainly has a meaning.

“Nails, that’s pretty obvious because

we are the only male-centric shop that

does hand and foot grooming for guys

along with barbering services and old-

fashioned straight razor shaves,” he said,

Noting that on Tuesdays, they offer a

public safety promotion which gives a

10 percent discount to veterans, teach-

ers, police officers and medical and fire

personnel.

“The Hammer signifies the tough as

nails part which sets up the whole man

cave nirvana,” Butler said. “There’s

truly nothing like it in the region and our

clients have raved about us so far.”

New Salon for Men A ‘Man Cave Nirvana’ in Owings Mills

Do you or a loved one

CALL NOW FOR YOUR FREE INFORMATION KIT AND DVD!

1-855-841-2971
*Not valid on previous purchases. Not valid with any other offers or discounts. Not valid on refurbished models. Only valid 
towards purchase of a NEW Acorn Stairlift directly from the manufacturer. $250 discount will be applied to new orders. 
Please mention this ad when calling. AZ ROC 278722, CA 942619, MN LC670698, OK 50110, OR CCB 198506, RI 
88, WA ACORNSI894OB, WV WV049654, MA HIC169936, NJ 13VH07752300, PA PA101967, CT ELV 0425003-R5.

AN ACORN STAIRLIFT IS
A PERFECT SOLUTION FOR:

Anyone who struggles on the stairs

Those with mobility issues

Arthritis and COPD sufferers

THE PURCHASE OF A
NEW STAIRLIFT!

struggle on the stairs?

Michael Elliott, founder of Hammer& Nails.
Courtesy Photo (Hammer & Nails)
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By Stacy M. Brown

Roberto Lugo isn’t your ordinary

artist.

He’s a young professor of Puerto

Rican descent who proudly wears a

baseball cap — frontward, back-

ward and to the side — while don-

ning a slick dress jacket and a pair

of baggy jeans.

The Philadelphia-based cerami-

cist who the Walters Art Museum

in Baltimore commissioned to cre-

ate works of art and participate in

programming for the reopening of

the historic Mount Vernon build-

ing, waxed poetic in his artist state-

ment about his attire.

“I got my hat turned backwards be-

cause the sun don’t shine here,

loose jeans to fit all this baggage

that I carry … I am a potter, ac-

tivist, culture-maker, rapper, poet,

and educator,” he said.

His works are eye-catching, and

when the museum opens on Satur-

day, June 16, the pieces are certain

to draw a lot of conversation.

Lugo’s works combine the forms

and traditions he previously ob-

served in the Walters’ collection

with contemporary color and im-

agery. 

The elegant shapes of Sèvres

porcelain are echoed in vases that

also feature the “Fred Collection,”

with figures like Frederick Dou-

glass and Freddie Gray, the Balti-

more man who died in police

custody in 2015.

“I think like most artists, you

kind of have a fear of being ex-

ploited or someone offering you an

opportunity just because you’re a

person of color,” Lugo said.

“I wanted to be myself and say

what was on my mind in an unfil-

tered way. What was great is that

the Walters Museum had a scholar

that worked with 19th century dec-

orative art and we were sitting

there one night looking at porcelain

and it was like an underground hip-

hop battle,” he said.

Among the end results were the

“Fred Collection,” and the “Seat at

the Table,” to honor Sybby Grant,

the enslaved but proud cook who

served at the very building, 1 West,

during the 19th century.

The “Fred” includes Frederick

Douglas, Freddie Gray, Fred San-

ford and others.

“Fred Sanford of course being

Red Foxx because that’s how I

knew Foxx, as Fred Sanford all of

my life. I was trying to connect

where we are today and when this

house was built,” Lugo said.

“I didn’t want to participate if I

couldn’t talk about Freddie Gray

and the part of Baltimore that

wouldn’t normally be included. I

started to think about people named

Fred and the folks that made a sig-

nificant impact in our culture and

those who carry one name and the

amount of people who went through

slavery and those who never had a

chance to make an impact.”

In his homage to Sybby Grant,

Lugo created a set of plates with a

monogram of her initials and visual

references to the dishes in which

she took pride.

At one time, porcelain was con-

sidered more expensive than gold

and only the wealthy and those

with prestige could own such

items, Lugo said.

“But, people like Sybby Grant

and the way she existed with grace,

allowed me to go to college and to

be able to make this work,” he said.

“We are owners of this museum.

This is our museum and not just the

folks who literally do own it. Be-

cause of the work of Sybby Grant

and Frederick Douglass and others,

I’m now able to make a set of

china with the little that I know

about Sybby Grant who was proud

of her craft in terms of her cooking

and I was careful not to contrive

anything or to speak on her behalf.  

“The china represents her seat at

the table and when I say her seat, I

mean all of ours because this is a

museum for all of us,” Lugo said.

Artist Robert Lugo Discusses Walters Museum Collection, History

Robert Lugo at work
Courtesy Photo: The Walters Art Museum

Left:Fred Sanford (Redd
Foxx) / Freddie Gray Urn
Photo: The Baltimore Times

Right: Frederick Douglass and I
Photo: The Baltimore Times



By Stacy M. Brown

Visitors will now have a unique oppor-

tunity to explore the Walters Art Mu-

seum’s stunning 19th century mansion at

1 West Mount Vernon Place, which opens

with a free community celebration on Sat-

urday, June 16.

Attendees will be able to learn of the of

the untold stories of enslaved and paid la-

borers through an enormous collection of

exhibits, vases, dishes, books, and other

artifacts that adorn the mansion.

The work of talented artist Roberto

Lugo is displayed as are those of the Wal-

ters collection that are clearly seen in the

Greek revival mansion that was con-

structed as the home of John Hanson

Thomas, the great-grandson of the Presi-

dent of the Continental Congress.

“There were probably a half-dozen en-

slaved people who lived in the house at

first,” said Eleanor Hughes, the museum’s

deputy director and project curator, as she

pointed to a door that once led to the

basement kitchen and quarters of the

house’s cook, Sybby Grant.

“The focus is to tell the stories of the

people who lived and worked here,”

Hughes said. 

Perhaps some of the most inspiring ex-

hibits are those that depict the life of Sybby

Grant, who cooked for the Thomas family.

On display is a letter to Dr. Thomas

while he was imprisoned during the

American Civil War. The letter is dis-

played in the dining area of the house

where Lugo’s “Seat at the Table” exhibit

pays homage to Grant.

On Dec. 6, 1861, Grant wrote to Dr.

Thomas. “My Friend,” is how she ad-

dressed her slave master.

In part the letter read, “I miss you very

much indeed. I hope the time will soon

come when you will be restored to your

family again for I will ever hold you as a

friend of mine.”

Historians noted that Grant was proud

of her superior cooking abilities and

noted it in the letter.

“Whenever I cook a good dinner I wish

you was here to enjoy it,” she wrote.

“Those terrapins I cooked, I done them in

style, for you know that no one can do

them like I can.”

Artist Robert Lugo said he was moved

by Grant’s story and decided to create a

set of glazed fine china emblazoned with

a black crest designed in her honor.

“This is Sybby Grant’s seat at the

table,” Lugo said. 

“It was students at the Baltimore School

for the Arts who first mentioned Grant’s

name to us,” Hughes said. “The students

learned of this letter from Baltimore Her-

itage, which is a historical preservation

group who included Grant’s story in a

tour they conducted,” she said. Hughes

said museum officials quickly moved to

obtain the letter, which they tracked to a

book dealer in Philadelphia. The museum

then began documenting Grant’s life. 

The museum’s collection spans more

than seven millennia, from 5,000 BCE to

the 21st century, and encompasses 36,000

objects from around the world, museum

officials said. 

Visitors will encounter a stunning

panorama of thousands of years of art,

from romantic 19th-century images of

French gardens to mesmerizing Ethiopian

icons, richly illuminated Qur’ans and

Gospel books, ancient roman sarcophagi,

and serene images of the Buddha. 

The history of the house is just as in-

triguing. 

“The Thomas family built 1 West; the

family of Francis Mankin Jencks lived

here the longest; and in the 1960s and

1970s, Harry Gladding brought the house

back to life,” Hughes said, noting that the

information is also available through a

new app that museum has created to give

visitors an interactive experience.  The

house was also known as the Hackerman

House after Baltimore philanthropist

Willard Hackerman bought it and donated

it to the City of Baltimore 

The app reveals that the Jencks family

had five children, two of who were born

at home in the northeast bedroom on the

second floor. Several paid servants also

lived in the house on the third floor and in

an apartment above the Carriage House.

During the Civil War, Maryland played

a key role as a border state between the

North and South and slavery was legal in

the state, dividing the population between

those who supported the Union and those

who were on the side of the Confederacy. 

Dr. John Hanson Thomas was a repre-

sentative in the Maryland Legislature and

voted for secession of the Confederate

states from the United States, while his wife

wrote letters that revealed her political activ-

ities. She collected donations and clothing

for both imprisoned Confederate soldiers

and civilians and helped raise money to

build a tomb for General Robert E. Lee.

The public is invited to visit the 1 Mount

Vernon Place, restored to it’s former glory

and interact with the exhibits in a un-mu-

seum like fashion.  Admission is free.
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Walters Art Museum 19th Century Mansion Ready for Visitors

The Walters Art Museum opens 1West Mount Vernon Place, an awe-inspiring
19th century mansion on Saturday, June 16, 2018 after a multi-year transformation.

Photo: Courtesy of The Walters Art Museum/Jeffrey Totaro Photography

Sybby Grant’s letter to Dr. John Hanson Thomas while he was in prison. Sybby
was an enslaved cook of the Thomas family. Photo: Walters Museum of Art
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By Ursula V. Battle

This is Part I of a two-part series on
Ramsey L. Harris, and the native 
Baltimorean’s ascension up the PNC
corporate ladder.  

Ramsey L. Harris is Vice President

and Territory CRA Business Advisor in

the Retail Lending Distribution Manage-

ment division at PNC Bank. Harris is re-

sponsible for overseeing and executing

strategic plans that enable the bank to

achieve specific Community Reinvest-

ment Act (CRA) focused goals and

measures of lending to businesses lo-

cated within designated, inner-city/Low-

to-Moderate Income (LMI) areas. These

areas include Greater Maryland, and

Greater Washington/D.C.

At just 36, Harris’ many accomplish-

ments read like a corporate success

story. He credits his grandfather —the

late Bishop Huey L. Harris, Sr. — with

his success. Bishop Harris, Sr. was the

founder and pastor of Abundant Life

Worship Center in Elkton, Maryland.

Harris believes that had it not been for

his grandfather, his story might have

played out much differently. 

“I was born in West Baltimore,” said

Harris. “We then moved to East Balti-

more, and then to Baltimore County. My

father was a chemist. He worked for

DuPont, but was relocated to Houston,

Texas. My grandparents stepped in to

help my mother. They wanted to make

sure I was not another young man in

Baltimore without guidance, or another

statistic, or involved in a life of crime..”

He added, “I began getting in trouble

and my grandfather stepped in. He had

me with my mom throughout the week

and with him in Delaware on the week-

ends. I accepted my call to ministry at

the age of 14 at my grandfather’s

church. I graduated from Eastern Tech

High School and really did well academ-

ically. I wanted to go to Morehouse Col-

lege, but my grandfather refused to let

me go to Morehouse.”

Harris explained:  “We agreed that if I

went away for four or five years to At-

lanta, I would miss his tutelage,” said

Harris. “I went to the University of

Delaware, which allowed me to be close

to him and active in his church. While I

was at the University of Delaware, I did

work study at Bank of America to make

money while I was in school. I found

that banking was applicable in ministry.

I was working in the finance department

at my grandfather’s church as a trustee

and assistant treasurer and was always

around money. It was a natural fit.”

He added, “I also majored in English

at the University of Delaware because I

wanted to have a good handle on com-

munications. I also knew it would help

me in ministry. I decided I wanted to get

into banking because I heard there were

good programs for college graduates to

make money. I thought I would do this

through Bank of America. But, a re-

cruiter from PNC reached out to me. She

made sure I got into PNC’s leadership

program, and the rest is history.”

Harris has over 18 years of manage-

ment, consultation, small business bank-

ing and lending, community

development, and financial services ex-

perience. Prior to joining PNC, Harris

started his banking career as a Sales

Consultant at Bank of America.  He

holds a Bachelor of Arts degree in Eng-

lish with a concentration in Business &

Technical Writing from the University of

Delaware. 

He is a third generation Pentecostal

minister. For over 20 years, he served in

ministry at the Abundant Life Worship

Center, Inc., under Bishop Harris, Sr. 

“My grandfather was my pastor,

bishop, coach and cheerleader,” said

Harris. “Young men have to connect

with mentors early in their lives. When

my grandfather told me not to go to

Morehouse, I did not like it. But I came

to appreciate having a mentor that saw

the bright future God had for me.”

He added, “He wanted me to take

advantage of the time he knew I

couldn’t get back if I went away. It

helped me to understand the power of

mentorship and having a strong father

figure in my life.”

Ramsey Harris also was his grandfa-

ther’s “Ram in the bush”

“I was on his pastoral staff and interim

pastor for his church when he was ill for

two years,” said Harris. “That on the job

training would have never happened had

I gone away to school. He had a grand-

son he had groomed all these years

while he recovered. That put the stamp

of approval on my pastoral calling and

gave me a greater vision for what the

next chapter in my life would look like.”

He added, “I knew God had called me

to Baltimore City. I know my calling is

unique and specific to Baltimore City.”

Coming next week - Baltimore City:
The setting for Harris’ newest chapter
with PNC Bank and the launch of a new
church.

PNC’s Ramsey L. Harris

Grandfather Helped Write His Success Story

Ramsey L. Harris, Vice President and Territory CRA Business Advisor in the Re-
tail Lending Distribution Management division at PNC Bank, and his grandfa-
ther, the late grandfather Bishop Huey L. Harris, Sr.   Courtesy Photos

Bishop Harris holding his grandson
Ramsey L. Harris.
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Hello everyone! Happy Father’s Day

to all my “Daddies” out there in the

sound of my words! I am hoping that the

ladies show off and give the guys the

best day they have ever had. Their day is

just as important as Mother’s Day,

ladies, so show them how it is done! I

am going to give you a little help. I have

a few ideas you can choose from. De-

pending on your man’s taste, I have jazz

shows; blues shows; gospel shows; crab

feasts; and outdoor and indoor concerts.

This is one of my favorites: A “Fa-

ther’s Day Celebration” featuring Dar-

rell McFadden & The Disciples; Willis

Pittman & The Burden Lifters; Kenny

Davis & The Melodyaires; Lil’ David &

The Bells of Joy; The Sheppard Voices;

The New Ebony Gospel Singers. The

emcee is Minister Robert Wilson and

they are giving the “Best Dressed Man”

$100.00. This event will be Sunday June

17, at 4 p.m. at Brown’s Memorial Bap-

tist Church, 3215 W. Belvedere Avenue

in Baltimore and it is handicap accessi-

ble. They will have food on sale. For

ticket information, call 358-9661 or

443-610-7583, I will see you there.

Now if you like some down-home

blues, then this is a perfect show to take

that guy in your live to. The “Bluesman”

Reggie Wayne Morris and his band will

be performing at the Baltimore Wine

Fest at the Canton Waterfront Park,

3001 Boston Street in Baltimore on Sat-

urday, June 16, 1 p.m.

How about a little jazz? Well check

this out! The Brotherhood of St. Andrew

of Historic St. James’ Episcopal Church,

1020 W. Lafayette Avenue will have a

“Jazz Vespers Concert” featuring Balti-

more’s own, international recording artist,

Cyrus Chestnut on keyboards and his trio

on Sunday, June 17 from 5-7 p.m.

Okay, if you just want to dress casual,

get-down comfortable, then I believe

“Richard Callaway’s Annual Father’s

Day Crab Feast” on Sunday, June 17

from 5-9 p.m. at the Personality Hall,

2014 Harford Road. There will be an

open buffet, music, BYOB, free set-ups

and lots of crabs. For ticket information,

call 410-366-3342.

Oh, I am not done yet! My dear friend,

renowned drummer, music educator and

bandleader, Dr. Phill Butts invites you to

a “Porgy and Bess” Concert featuring

his Big Band and vocalist Larzine Talley,

Raynard Simms on Saturday, June 16 start-

ing at 5 p.m. at the Wiley H. Bates Her-

itage Park , 1101 Smithville Street in

Annapolis, Maryland. All are welcome;

open to the public and it is free!

As many of you know, or don’t know,

I have been an Eastern Star and a

Daughter of the Elks for the past 30 plus

years and sometimes my Sisters and

Brothers of the Masons give events that

you come to. I will be giving you a list

of those events coming up this summer

in my next column.

Well my dear friends, it is about that

time for the “Fat Lady” to sing, I am out of

space and time. Remember, if you need

me, call me at 410-833-9474 or email me

at; rosapryor@aol.com. UNTIL THEN,

I’M MUSICALLY YOURS.
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Rosa Pryor Trusty

Rambling
Rose

Father’s Day Weekend 
brings jazz, blues, gospel

.“Bluesman” Reggie Wayne Morris, renowned Blues guitarist will be performing
with his band at the Baltimore Wine Fest, Canton Waterfront Park, 3001 Boston
Street in Baltimore on Saturday, June 16 at 1 p.m

Cyrus Chestnut Trio will be performing at the Brotherhood of St. Andrew of
Historic St. James’ Episcopal Church located at1020 W, Lafayette Avenue with a
“Jazz Vespers Concert on Sunday, June 17m from 5-9 p.m. For more informa-
tion, call 410-523-4588.

Richard Calloway, renowned R&B guitarist and vo-
calist and owner of the Personality Hall located 2014
Harford Road will present his “Annual Father’s Day
Crab Feast” on Sunday, June 17 from 5-9 p.m. Free set-
ups, BYOB. For more information call 410-366-3342.

Willis Pittman &
The Burden
Lifters is just one
of many gospel
acts performing
for “Lonnie
Parker’s Big Fa-
ther’s Day Cele-
bration” on
Sunday, June 17, 4
p.m. at Brown’s
Memorial Baptist
Church, 3215 W.
Belvedere Avenue
in Baltimore.

<
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The University of Maryland, Balti-

more’s (UMB) Live Near Your Work

Program received a cash infusion this

year — $1.5 million to be exact — in an

effort to get more employees to buy

homes in seven neighborhoods that bor-

der the campus. University President Jay

A. Perman, MD, said he expected the

money to be a “game-changer” in

spurring UMB employees to take the

plunge into homeownership and help re-

vitalize the Southwest Baltimore com-

munity. Perman’s prediction was on the

mark.

In five short months, the game has

changed in a major way — and more

than a half-dozen UMB employees have

used the University’s $16,000 subsidy,

coupled with a $2,500 grant from the

city of Baltimore, to help buy homes

amid the seven targeted neighborhoods

of Barre Circle, Franklin Square, Hollins

Market, Mount Clare, Pigtown/Washing-

ton Village, Poppleton, and Union

Square.

Even better, there is a steady stream of

prospects in the home-purchasing

pipeline.

“This is a great program, and it pro-

pelled me from thinking about purchas-

ing a home to actually doing it,” said

Vonetta Edwards, PhD, a postdoctoral

fellow at the Institute for Genome Sci-

ences at the University of Maryland

School of Medicine. She used the grant

to move out of an apartment in Mount

Vernon and buy a home in Hollins Mar-

ket. “Especially for first-time homebuy-

ers, the amount that covers both closing

costs and the down payment is almost

too good to leave on the table.”

Edwards joins C. Steven Douglas,

MA, MLS, head of collection strategies

and management at UMB’s Health Sci-

ences and Human Services Library, and

Robin Boston, a UMB disbursements

accountant, as Hollins Market residents.

Douglas, who had been renting in

Hollins Market, used the grant to help

buy a house in the neighborhood. “Its

proximity to campus, downtown, and

the harbor first attracted me,” he said.

Boston, who moved from Reservoir

Hill, near Druid Lake, said, “I take pride

in owning my own home.”

That trio followed Shea Lawson, re-

search project coordinator at the Brain

and Tissue Bank at the School of Medi-

cine. She was the first UMB employee

to take advantage of the improved grant,

buying a rowhouse in Pigtown this

spring. The employees all touted the

benefits of living near their workplace,

with Lawson happy to cut down on her

commute from Charles Village and Ed-

wards pleased to continue without car

expenses.

To ease and demystify the homebuy-

ing process, the program incorporates

community partners such as Live Balti-

more, the Southwest Partnership, and

GO Northwest Housing Center to facili-

tate neighborhood tours, housing fairs,

workshops, and counseling sessions.

Homebuyers  offered kudos to these

partners and the city’s Homeownership

Office.

All are working toward the goal of

community revitalization by placing

more UMB employees in the Univer-

sity’s surrounding neighborhoods. 

“I hope that these grants will help

many of our employees who are first-

time homebuyers and I hope it will

make a difference in the community,”

Perman said in January. “It is a vibrant,

shared community where there are mul-

tiple stakeholders. My dream is to see

many of you walking to and from work

and to see you out at local restaurants

and local shops.”

Dawn Rhodes, MBA, the University’s

chief business and finance officer and

vice president, is thrilled with the pro-

gram’s results nearly a half-year in. “We

are very pleased with the progress of the

improved Live Near Your Work

[LNYW] Program,” she said. “It is help-

ing very deserving individuals become

homeowners.”

Emily Kordish, UMB benefits man-

ager and coordinator of the LNYW Pro-

gram, has been helping guide employees

through the process. She’s equally

thrilled. 

“I’m extremely excited and honored to

be a part of a program that has been

making such a big impact in our em-

ployees’ lives,” Kordish said. “Employ-

ees have been contacting me not only to

take advantage of this benefit, but to

also take the steps so they can be ready

to buy. This has truly been a rewarding

experience.”

UMB Recruitment 

Open Houses 

at the CEC

Open houses with 
employers are 
held for specific 
jobs such as 
public safety and 
housekeeping.

Workforce 

Wednesdays 

One-on-one 
job readiness 
counseling is 
offered every 
Wednesday from 
2 to 5 p.m.

Career Training 

Programs

The CEC connects 
area residents 
to various job 
training programs 
throughout the 
city.

YouthWorks

and HireOne

UMB, through the 
Mayor’s Office 
of Employment 
Development, 
offers a five-
week summer 
employment 
program for 
youth.

The Community Engagement Center (CEC) at the University of 
Maryland, Baltimore (UMB) works hard to offer our neighbors in West 
Baltimore the tools they need to get jobs — especially jobs at UMB and 
the University of Maryland Medical Center. Those efforts include:

umaryland.edu/oce

UMB HELPS THE COMMUNITY GET JOBS

UMB’s Live Near Your Work Program hits home as more employees buy houses

Shea Lawson proudly poses in her new rowhouse, which was purchased with the
help of UMB's Live Near Your Work Program. 

Photo: University of Maryland, Baltimore
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MISCELLANEOUS

CLASSIFIEDS 

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Playmates or Soulmates you'll find them 

on MegaMates. Gay or Straight call in.

START CHATTING TODAY. Always

FREE to Listen & Reply to ads. 800-982-

8665

Were you an INDUSTRIAL or CONSTRU

CTION TRADESMAN and recently diag-

nosed with LUNG CANCER? You and your

family may be entitled to a SIGNIFICANT

CASH AWARD. Call 1-844-522-0818 for

your risk-free consultation.

EDUCATION/CAREER TRAINING

LOTS & ACREAGE

BUSINESS TO BUSINESS

MEDICAL

SIZZLING SUMMER SPECIAL! 

ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS in over 

3 Million homes in the Mid-Atlantic States 

of Pennsylvania, Ohio, New York, New

Jersey, Delaware, Maryland, West Virginia,

Virginia, and Washington, DC in publica-

tions like this one and many more. Visit:

macnetonline.com or call 800-450-6631 

for more details.

OXYGEN - Anytime. Anywhere. No tanks

to refill. No deliveries. The All-New Inogen

One G4 is only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved!

FREE info kit: 844-558-7482

AIRLINES ARE HIRING - Get FAA approved hands on Aviation training. Financial 

aid for qualified students Career placement assistance. CALL Aviation Institute of 

Maintenance 888-686-1704

AUTOS WANTED

CASH FOR CARS: We Buy Any Condi-
tion Vehicle, 2000 and Newer. Nation’s
Top Car Buyer! Free Towing From Any-
where! Call Now: 1- 800-864-5960.

NEW AUTHORS WANTED! Page 
Publishing will help you selfpublish your
own book. FREE author submission kit!
Limited offer! Why wait? Call now: 866-
951-7214

Make a Connection. Real People, Flirty
Chat. Meet singles right now! Call
LiveLinks. Try it FREE. Call NOW: 

Call 1-877-737-9447 18+

LIVING WITH KNEE OR BACK PAIN?
Medicare recipients that suffer with pain
may qualify for a low or no cost knee or
back brace. Call 844-308-4307

INVENTORS - FREE INFORMATION
PACKAGE Have your product idea 
developed affordably by the Research 
& Development pros and presented to
manufacturers. Call 1-888-501-0236 for a
Free Idea Starter Guide. Submit your idea
for a free consultation.

SAVE YOUR HOME! Are you behind 

paying your MORTGAGE? Denied a

Loan Modification? Is the bank threaten-

ing foreclosure? CALL Homeowner's 

Relief Line now for Help! 855-794-7358

DISH TV $59.99 For 190 Channels +
$14.95 High Speed Internet. Free Installa-
tion, Smart HD DVR Included, Free
Voice Remote. Some restrictions apply 
1-800-718-1593

A PLACE FOR MOM has helped over a
million families find senior living. Our
trusted, local advisors help find solutions
to your unique needs at no cost to you.
Call 855-741-7459

BATHROOM RENOVATIONS. EASY,
ONE DAY updates! We specialize in safe
bathing. Grab bars, no slip flooring &
seated showers. Call for a free in-home
consultation: 888-912-4745

HERO MILES - to find out more about
how you can help our service members,
veterans and their families in their time of
need, visit the Fisher House website at
www.fisherhouse.org

CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All Make

/Models 2000-2015! Any Condition. Run-

ning or Not. Competitive Offer! Free Tow-

ing! We’re Nationwide! Call Now:

1-888-416-2330.

HOME SERVICES

FOR SALE BUILDING MATERIALS

HEALTH/MEDICAL

Dealing with water damage requires 

immediate action. Local professionals

that respond immediately. Nationwide 

and 24/7. No mold calls. Call today! 

1-800-730-9790

FINANCIAL

Over $10K in debt? Be debt free in 24-48

months. Pay nothing to enroll. Call 

National Debt Relief at 866-243-0510.

MISCELLANEOUS  FOR SALE

Dish Network-Satellite Television Services. Now Over 190 channels for ONLY

$49.99/mo  HBO-FREE for one year, FREE Installation, FREE Streaming,  FREE HD.

Add Internet for $14.95 a month. 1-800-219-1271

IRS TAX DEBTS?10k+? Tired of the calls? We can HELP! $500 free consultation! We

can STOP the garnishments! FREE Consultation Call Today 1-855-900-5594

VIAGRA & CIALIS! 60 pills for $99. 100

pills for $150 FREE shipping. Money back

guaranteed! 1-800-503-7846

VIAGRA & CIALIS! 60 pills for $99. 100

pills for $150 FREE shipping. NO prescrip-

tions needed. Money back guaranteed! 1-

888-278-6168 Se habla espanol.

HEALTH & FITNESS

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 100

Generic Pills SPECIAL $99.00 FREE

Shipping! 100% guaranteed. 24/7 CALL

NOW! 888-445-5928 Hablamos Espanol

Generic VIAGRA 100mg Generic
CIALIS 20mg. 80 for $99 GREAT
DEAL!!!! FAST FREE SHIPPING!
100% money back GUARANTEE! 
CALL NOW 888-669-9343. Se habla 
espanol.

Metal Roofing- A real roof for your house, garage, barn. Roof, ceiling, siding. Also,

1x10 & 1x12 Pine Barn Siding Discount Prices slateroadsupply.com 717-445-5222

Reach over 20 million homes nationwide with one easy buy! 

Only $2,395 per week for a 25 word classified! 

For more information, go to: www.naninetwork.com 

ADJACENT TO STATE LAND 50 ACRES

- $89,900 Hardwoods, brook, trophy deer &

turkey. Term avail! 888-431-7214 for loca-

tion & photos, go to NewYorkLandand-

Lakes.com

ATTN: HUNTERS - 35 acres - $54,900

Hardwoods & evergreens, spring, brook.

Great hunting. Owner terms! 888-738-6994

For location & photos, go to NewYorkLan-

dandLakes.com

WANTED

AMERICAN & FOREIGN CARS $$ 

PAYING CASH $$ For Classic & Collector 

Cars 717-577-8206

HARRIS 5 MINUTE BED BUG KILLER!

Professional Formula Used By Extermina-

tors!! Available: Hardware Stores BUY 

ONLINE: homedepot.com

TRUCKS & CARS WANTED!!! All

Makes/Models 2002-2018! Any Condition.

Running or Not. Competitive Offer! Free

Towing! We’re Nationwide! Call Now: 

1-888-368-1016
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Legal Notice

CITY OF BALTIMORE 

DEPARTMENT OF 

TRANSPORTATION

NOTICE OF LETTING

Sealed Bids or Proposals, in duplicate addressed to the Board of Estimates of the Mayor and

City Council of Baltimore and marked for FAP NO. NHPP-83-1(179)E; SHA NO.

BC420006; BALTIMORE CITY NO. TR13301R; INSTALLATION OF I-83 MEDIAN

GATE NORTH OF COLD SPRING LANE AND BRIDGE JOINT REPAIRS will be re-

ceived at the Office of the Comptroller, Room 204 City Hall, Baltimore, Maryland until

11:00 A.M.  August 8, 2018.  Positively no bids will be received after 11:00 A.M. Bids will

be publicly opened by the Board of Estimates in Room 215, City Hall at Noon. The Contract

Documents may be examined, without charge, at the Department of Public Works Service

Center located on the first floor of the Abel Wolman Municipal Building, 200 N. Holliday

Street, Baltimore, Maryland 21202 as of  June 15, 2018 and copies may be purchased for a

non-refundable cost of $300.00.  Conditions and requirements of the Bid are found in the

bid package. All contractors bidding on this Contract must first be prequalified by the City

of Baltimore Contractors Qualification Committee. Interested parties should call (410) 396-

6883 or contact the Committee at 4 South Frederick Street, 4th Floor, Baltimore, Maryland

21202. If a bid is submitted by a joint venture (“JV”), then in that event, the document

that established the JV shall be submitted with the bid for verification purposes. The

BCDOT in accordance with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 (78 Stat. 252, 42

U.S.C. 2000d to 2000d-4) and the Regulations, hereby notifies all bidders that it will af-

firmatively ensure that any contract entered into pursuant to this advertisement, disad-

vantage or minority business enterprises will be afforded full and fair opportunity to

submit bids in response to this invitation and will not be discriminated against on the

grounds of race, color, or national origin in consideration for an award. The Prequalifi-

cation Category required for bidding on this project are C03300 (Concrete Construction) and

C05100 (Structural Steel Erection).  Cost Qualification Range for this work shall be

$4,000,000.00 to $6,000,000.00.  A “Pre-Bidding Information” session will be conducted at

10:00 A.M. on June 22, 2018 at 417 E. Fayette Street, Charles L. Benton Building, 724.

Principal Items of work for this project are Type II Deck Repair – 10,000 SF, Replace Exist.

Joint Extrusions – 1,000 LF, and Reset Exist. Joint Extrusions – 1,000 LF.  The DBE goal is

16%. 

APPROVED:   Bernice H. Taylor, Clerk  

Board of Estimates   

Legal Notice

Darlington, Md.— Hosanna School

Museum will hold its second annual

Juneteenth celebration festival on Satur-

day, June 23, 2018 from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m.

at the museum, 2424 Castleton Road in

Darlington. The festival is open to the

public, free of charge, and takes place

rain or shine.

Juneteenth is a nationally recognized

day that commemorates the ending of slav-

ery in the United States and celebrates

African American history and culture. 

This year’s celebration features Buffalo

Soldiers in addition to living history pre-

sentations featuring re-enactors portray-

ing Harriet Tubman, Frederick Douglass

and Edmonia Highgate, the first teacher at

Hosanna School; lectures and book sign-

ings; African dancers and drummers with

audience participation; liturgical dancers; a

variety of musical performances; craft ven-

dors; displays from community organiza-

tions and more. 

Special activities for children includes

griots (storytellers); visits from Ferrous

and Ripcord from the Aberdeen IronBirds

and Miss Juneteenth of Delaware; horse

rides and photos with the Buffalo Soldiers;

and crafts organized by Jerusalem Mill. 

The day will also feature a variety of

food trucks. Hosanna AME Church's fa-

mous fish dinners will also be available. 

Other special features at the celebration

include a money tree raffle and silent auc-

tion (including an overnight hotel stay

and dinner package at Courtyard Ab-

erdeen at Ripken Stadium). All proceeds

go toward educational and interpretive

programming and continued preservation

of the historic buildings owned by

Hosanna School Museum, including Mc-

Comas Institute and Mt. Zion Church in

Joppa. 

Hosanna is partnering on the celebra-

tion with the Harford County Alumni

Council, Hosanna AME Church and

Havre de Grace Rotary Club. Sponsors of

Juneteenth, include Harford County Gov-

ernment and the Office of Community

and Economic Development. 

“Last year’s Juneteenth exceeded our

expectations," said Dr. Iris Leigh Barnes,

executive director of Hosanna School

Museum. "This year we have included

more performers and activities for youth.

We want to see whole families celebrat-

ing with us.” 

At the Juneteenth celebration, living

history re-enactor Brittany Martin will

portray Edmonia Highgate, the first

teacher at Darlington School, later called

Hosanna School. Highgate is a historical

figure who worked alongside nationally

recognized abolitionists such as Frederick

Douglass, Jermain Loguen and Frances

Ellen Watkins Harper. While preparing

for this living history presentation, histo-

rians and volunteers at Hosanna have dis-

covered new information about Highgate

and her role at Hosanna.

"Education, culture and achievement

are just as important today as it was when

Hosanna School was first built more than

150 years ago," added Roxann Redd-Wal-

lace, education coordinator and June-

teenth committee chair. "We welcome

everyone on June 23 to help us cele-

brate—in grand festival style—the an-

niversary of the ending of slavery and to

honor our ancestors while maintaining a

legacy for future generations.” 

Businesses and individuals interested in

sponsorship of the Juneteenth celebration

or in donating an item for the silent auc-

tion should contact Roxann Redd-Wal-

lace at 410-457-4161.  

Hosanna School Museum was the first

of three Freedmen's Bureau schoolhouses

erected in Harford County. Also known

as the Darlington School or Berkley

School, Hosanna was built on land owned

by James Paca, the son of Cupid Paca, a

free African American who bought 50

acres of land from Berkley to Darlington.

Hosanna School Museum Hosts Second 

Annual Juneteenth Celebration

Photo: Donna Lewis

Happy Fathers Day!! 

A good father is one
of the most unsung,
unpraised, unnoticed,
and yet one of the most
valuable assets in our
society.

Billy Graham



The Baltimore Times, June 15 - 21, 2018 (www.baltimoretimes-online.com) Positive stories about positive people!Page 22

Specializing in Concrete &
Masonry Construction Since 1977

Driveways
Sidewalks
Patios
Steps
Custom Design

(o) 410.663.1224

(c) 443.562.7589
MHIC #3802

WWW.LSCMD.COM

Brick
Stone
Stucco
Chimneys
Basements

Professional Services  To Place Your Ad Call 410-884-4600 Today!

L CM R T

Call: 410-884-4600 or visit www.placeanad.baltimoresun.com

Selling, buying, hiring?

ADVERTISE HERE!

PAINTING SERVICE

THE BEST QUALITY PAINTING

Chris & Mike Levero

410-661-4050
410-744-7799

FIVE STAR HOME SERVICE

Interior/Exterior Starting at:
Rooms - $175 • Windows - $35

Work Done by Owners
Licensed in MD for 30 years

MHIC# 10138
www.fivestarmaryland.com

Bonded & Insured

Free Estimates

Vacuum Cleaners serviced • All makes & models
Free estimates, free pickup & delivery

�� ����� 	
 �����
�
���������

Our showroom & service dept.

1702 Joan Ave, Balto 21234
410-882-1027 • Anyvac.com

Get one room of carpet deep cleaned
& shampooed circular dry foam

Your Carpet Will look Great Again!

Regular $39.99

SPECIAL
$1999

Aerus, Your Original Manufacturer & Authorized Provider of

Parts & Services for all 1924-2003 Electrolux Vacuums.
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INCREASE YOUR PRESENCE

by advertising on FACEBOOK; 
TWITTER AND GOGGLE-ADS; 
Call our Multi-Media Specialists 
to experience the success of
social media advertising today

;CALL 410-212-0616

INCREASE YOUR PRESENCE

by advertising on FACEBOOK; 
TWITTER AND GOGGLE-ADS; 
Call our Multi-Media Specialists 
to experience the success of
social media advertising today

;CALL 410-212-0616

INCREASE YOUR CUSTOMER 

BASE

and get great results by placing
your ads in the MDDC – Classi-
fied Advertising network! Call
today 410-212-0616 Ask for
Multi-Media Specialist -Wanda 

& watch your results grow.  

BULK ADVERTISING AT ITS 

BEST:

 advertise in over 70 news-
papers and reach millions of
readers with ONE call.  Broaden
your reach and get results for 
pennies per reader.  Call Wan-
da at 410-212-0616 or email

wsmith@mddcpress.com.

BUSINESS        

SERVICES

DONATE AUTOS, TRUCKS, 
RV’S. LUTHERAN MISSION
SOCIETY Your donation helps
local families with food, cloth-
ing, shelter, counseling. Tax de-
ductible. MVA License #W1044. 
410-636-0123 or www.Lu-
theranMissionSociety.org

VEHICLES        

WANTED

WET BASEMENTS STINK !!

Mold, mildew and water leakage into your basement causes health

and foundation damage. What can be done to fix the problem?

Allstate American Waterproofing is an honest, hardworking local company.

We will give you a FREE evaluation and estimate and a fair price. We

have repaired thousands of basements in the area; we can provide local

references. When your neighbors needed waterproofing, they called

Allstate American. Why don’t you? Call now to receive a 20% discount with

your FREE ESTIMATE. MHIC#36672

CALL 1 800 426 7783 NOW!

"

LEGAL

SERVICES

Do you or a loved one

CALL NOW FOR YOUR FREE INFORMATION KIT AND DVD!

1-855-841-2971

*Not valid on previous purchases. Not valid with any other offers or discounts. Not valid on refurbished models. Only valid

towards purchase of a NEW Acorn Stairlift directly from the manufacturer. $250 discount will be applied to new orders.

Please mention this ad when calling. AZ ROC 278722, CA 942619, MN LC670698, OK 50110, OR CCB 198506, RI

88, WA ACORNSI894OB, WV WV049654, MA HIC169936, NJ 13VH07752300, PA PA101967, CT ELV 0425003-R5.

AN ACORN STAIRLIFT IS

A PERFECT SOLUTION FOR:

Anyone who struggles on the stairs

ü

ü

ü

Those with mobility issues

Arthritis and COPD sufferers

THE PURCHASE OF A

NEW STAIRLIFT!

struggle on the stairs?

ELDER CARE 

0001+11123 AAA ABC

 Attics, Bsmt, Garage, Yards. 
25 yrs of honest hauling. 

Same Day.  Aim to satisfy.
 Call Mike: 410-446-1163.

HAULING

PLACE YOUR AD ON 

FACEBOOK;TWITTER; 

LinkedIN and Google Ads Words 
through MDDC’s Social Media 
Ad Network; Call today to find
out maximize your presence on 
Social Media; 410-212-0616; or
email Wanda Smith @ wsmith@

mddcpress.com 

PLACE A BUSINESS CARD 

AD IN THE REGIONAL SMALL 

DISPLAY 2X2/2X4 ADVERTIS-

ING NETWORK 

– Let MDDC help you grow
your business! Call TODAY at
410-212-0616 to increase your
customer base and get results.

LET THE MULTI-MEDIA SPE-

CIALISTS of MDDC Advertising
Network assist you in growing 
your business and increasing
your customer base.  Call today 
at 410-212-0616 and starting 
seeing results  NOW.
www.mddcpress.com

JOIN OTHER ADVERTISERS

of the MDDC Small Display
Advertising Network.   Grow 
your Revenue with a business 
size ad in this network; Let the 
Multi-Media Specialists help
you increase your customer
base; CALL TODAY 410-212-
0616 – See your results NOW

BUSINESS        

SERVICES

LEGAL

SERVICES

ELDER CARE 

LINK UP WITH

YOUR

MARKET

Join the many

who advertise

in Patuxent’s

classifieds

Join the many 
who advertise 

in BSMG’s 
classifieds.

ELECTRICAL                             

APPRENTICESHIP 

HCECA is accepting Appls. for 
Classes Starting Aug. 2018. 
Employment Assistant avail. 
High School Diploma/GED Req.  
          For application call
              443-412-2800.

AIRLINE MECHANIC                

TRAINING 

Get FAA certification to fix 
planes. Financial Aid if qualified. 
Approved for military benefits. 
Call Aviation Institute of Mainte-

nance 866-823-6729

CAREER           

TRAINING

ABM’S HAULING

Clean Houses
Basements, Yards & Attics

Haul unwanted cars
Match Any Price!!!!!

443-250-6703

00123 4 ALL YOUR             

HAULING/TRASH NEEDS

Attics, bsmts, yards & demos. 
Small to large. Free est. MIKE 

SUSSAN 410-294-8404. 

HAULING

LEGAL

SERVICES

ELDER CARE 

SAVE LOADS OF MONEY 

WITH YOUR ADVERTISING 

BUDGETS; 

CONNECT with the Multi-Media 
Specialists of the MDDC Ad-
vertising Networks; GET Bulk 
Advertising Opportunities 
NOW; CALL TODAY; With One 
Call; With One Ad Placement & 
One Bill; You’ll Reach the Entire 
Mid-Atlantic Region; Call 410-

212-0616

PLACE A BUSINESS CARD AD

in the Regional Small Display 
2x2/2x4 Advertising Network -
Reach 3.6 Million readers with 
just one call, one bill and one
ad placement in 71 newspapers
in Maryland, Delaware and DC 
TODAY! For just $1450.00, Get
the reach, Get the results and
for Just Pennies on the Dollars
Now...call 1-855-721-6332 x 6 
or email wsmith@mddcpress.

com

MISCELLANEOUS

ACCOUNTANT   Professional 
Tax & Accounting Svcs, Inc. 
seeks an Accountant to pre-
pare and review tax returns, 
perform accounting functions, 
prepare financial reports to 
maintain record of assets, li-
abilities, perform audits and 
verify audit findings, assist 
the clients in tax planning and 
preparation of budgets. Associ-
ate’s degree or equivalent in 
Accounting or Busi. Admin. and 
two yrs. of training required. 
Job Location: Catonsville, MD. 
Mail resume to: Satish Walia 
at 6120 Baltimore National 
Pike, Suite 1C, Catonsville, MD 
21228

HELP WANTED, 
GENERAL

LEGAL

SERVICES

ELDER CARE 

The BSMG 

classifieds allows 

you to design the 

market you want 

to reach. 

Convenience is 

yours. The BSMG 

classifieds 

accepts Mastercard 

or Visa by phone

DELAWARE NEW MOVE-IN 

READY HOMES!

Low Taxes! Close to Beaches, 
Gated, Olympic pool. New 
Homes from low $100’s. No 
HOA Fees. Brochures Available 
1-866-629-0770 or  www.cool-

branch.com.

REAL ESTATE 

FREON R12 WANTED:  CERTI-
FIED BUYER will PAY CA$H FOR 
R12 cylinders or cases of cans 
(312) 291-9169; www.refriger-
antfinders.com

WANTED TO BUY 

MISCELLANEOUS

AARP AUTO INSURANCE
FROM THE HARTFORD

TO SPEAK WITH AN AGENT AND REQUEST A
FREE QUOTE CALL THE HARTFORD TO SEE

HOW MUCH YOU COULD SAVE:

1-877-579-9788

BUSINESS        

SERVICES

MISCELLANEOUS

BUSINESS        

SERVICES

MISCELLANEOUS

BUSINESS        

SERVICES

MISCELLANEOUS

BUSINESS        

SERVICES
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The National Newspaper Publishers Association (NNPA) is excited to partner 
with the all-new 2018 Chevrolet Equinox to present Discover the Unexpected 
(DTU) – an amazing journalism fellowship.

Selected DTU Fellows from Historically Black Colleges and Universities earn a 
$10,000 scholarship, $5,000 stipend and an exciting summer road trip in the 
all-new 2018 Chevrolet Equinox.

Join our DTU Fellows on this multi-city journey as they discover unsung heroes 
and share stories from African-American communities that will surprise and 
inspire. DTU is back and better than ever! Are you ready to ride?

 #ChevyEquinox, #Chevy, #NNPA

CHEVROLET AND NNPA JOIN TOGETHER TO OFFER
HISTORICALLY BLACK COLLEGE AND UNIVERSITY 
STUDENTS A $15K FELLOWSHIP!

#DTU2018
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