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UCB (Inspired by patients, driven
by science), a global biopharma-
ceutical company, along with

Rebuilding Together has donated free
home renovating for local San Jose resi-
dent, Marilyn.

Marilyn, a 74-year-old widow with no
relatives in the area, endured a hip frac-
ture six years ago and then suffered addi-
tional rib fractures three years ago when
she fell from standing position. In addi-
tion to these injuries, she has major hear-
ing loss and is often on oxygen for COPD.

Despite these several rather serious
health issues and use of a cane and walk-
er, Marilyn remains determined to be
independent and loves to volunteer in the
community. 

More about the Build & the Recipient 
Marilyn’s home underwent structural

repairs and maintenance, including replacing
steps and carpeting, roof repairs, bath-
room safety updates, power washing the
exterior of the home, painting and more. 

• UCB’s goal was not only to help “fall
proof” Marilyn’s home, but also to help
her stay active and independent in a safe
home she feels proud of. 

• The team consisting of 30 volunteers
from UCB and O’Connor Hospital per-

formed many duties including but not
limited to repairing and recovering front
steps, building a new back stair case, cre-
ating a walkway from driveway to front
steps, adding grab bars in bathroom,
removing carpet and replacing flooring
with hardwood are some of the tasks.
Before the projects were performed, an
occupational therapist volunteer from
O’Connor Hospital came by to assess and
recommend the myriad of changes.

Part of Verity Health System, O’Connor
Hospital is a nationally recognized, 358-
bed acute care facility offering a full range
of inpatient and outpatient medical, sur-
gical and specialty programs to the resi-
dents of San Jose.

In addition to UCB team members vol-
unteering for the day - long project, mem-
bers of the O’Connor community will also
join the Rebuilding Together efforts at
Marilyn’s home in the future. Together,
the teams look forward to having an
impact and raising the profile of living
with her osteoporosis post – fracture to
allow Marylyn to do well in her life!   The
motto of UCB is “Making lives better
every day.  The motto of Rebuilding
Together is “Repairing homes, revitalizing
communities, and rebuilding lives.”  The
motto of Verity Health is, “Compassion:
Care that makes you feel cared for.”

Independent 74-year old with health issues
gets a completely free home renovation 

UCB, a global biopharmaceutical company, along with Rebuilding Together has donated free home ren-
ovating for a San Jose resident.

By Lorraine Gabbert
Senior Staff Writer

“When it comes to the future,
there are three kinds of
people,” says retired Santa

Clara County Principal Planner Don
Weden: “Those who let it happen, those
who make it happen and those who
wonder what hap-pened. We have to be
proactive… in planning our county’s
future and guiding how it evolves.”

Santa Clara County is projected to add
300,000 people—the equivalent of two
Sunnyvales—by 2030. Rather than

immigration or soaring birth rates, the
majority of this population surge is due
to the longevity of Baby Boomers. In fact,
65 percent of the population growth in
Santa Clara County by 2030 will be from
people age 65 and older.

Due to this population surge, the
county is entering a new era in its growth
and development: Santa Clara 3.0,
featuring a hybrid of urban and
suburban landscapes. To meet the needs
of the aging population, taller, denser
buildings with convenient and walkable

See WEDEN, page 2

Santa Clara County Principal Planner Don Weden believes many residents are averse to dense, urban
development and are unprepared for coming changes.

BEING PROACTIVE

Embracing the future:
Santa Clara County 3.0



Weden
Continued from page 1
communities are re-commended within existing urban areas in
Cupertino, Palo Alto and San Jose. 

However, Weden believes many residents are averse to dense,
urban development and are inadequately prepared for the rapid
changes ahead. He recommends that these residents stay
optimistic and see this is an opportunity to design a better to-
morrow.

City planners view land use and transportation as
inseparable. “Afford-able housing and public transit won’t work

unless we build denser,” says Weden. “Density is a helpful tool
in the city’s tool kit if it’s used in the right places.” Weden
suggests res-idents think positively and help the county decide
where to place the units needed for an additional 300,000
people while keeping in mind that how and where future
growth occurs also determines its impact on traffic. 

“Things will be very different a decade from now if we like it
or not,” he says, “and we have the oppor-tunity to shape that.
We can’t run from the future. We need to embrace it.”

Quoting the Rolling Stones, he adds, “You can't always get
what you want. You can’t always get what you want. But if you
try sometimes, well you just might find, you get what you
need.”

Weden is hopeful that Santa Clara 3.0 can be even better than
its 2.0 version. He views Silicon Valley as “an extraordinary
place,” filled with creativity and vision. “Imagine better
transportation making it easier to walk places,” he says. “Think
of aging seniors who can’t drive.”

Acknowledging the tension between residents’ current wants
and the county’s future development needs, Weden asks that
residents be less selfish and think of teachers and others who
can’t find affordable housing. Weden notes that healthcare
workers needed for an aging population also require affordable
housing. “This isn’t only a future problem,” he says, “but one
that currently exists: A Sunnyvale nonprofit which offered
services to seniors for 40 years, recently closed as workers can’t
afford to live in Santa Clara County.” 

In the next 15 years, the world’s population is projected to
increase from 7.8 billion to 8.8 billion as people are living
longer. In 1900, life expectancy was only 30 years, but by the
year 2000, it increased to age 67 around the world and 77 in the
United States. 

In the next 15 years, California is projected to grow by five
million people. About ¾ of this growth will be in the Over 65
category. From 2000 to 2015, for every young person under age
18 in the United States, there were about eight senior citizens.
In 2030, for every young person under 18, there will be 24
seniors. In Santa Clara County, during the next 15 years, it’s
projected that 2/3 of the population growth will be age 65 or
older. By 2030, seniors will make up ¼ of the local population.

“As we age, our needs change,” says Weden, “and as
communities change, housing, transportation and the economy
are affected.” While the suburbs were created for people able to
drive, statistics show that 1 out of 5 Americans over age 65 don’t
drive. “Life expectancy for women is another 21 years,” says
Widen, “so during their last 10 years they won’t be driving. Men
won’t be driving their last 6 years. This leaves seniors trapped
in suburbia.” 

For some seniors, Weden says, “the stairs look steeper every
year and a big house with many rooms and a yard to maintain
is no longer suitable, making a condo or apartment more
attractive than a house in the suburbs.” The aging Baby
Boomers are adding to the pressure of building walkable urban
neighborhoods. (Continued, next page)
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Interestingly, millennials (born 1980 to
2000) have much in common with seniors.
They also prefer a walkable urban lifestyle
versus a drivable suburban one. “The
millennials have the lowest percentage of
driver’s licenses of any generation since the
1960s,” says Weden. 

Weden suggests imagining letters from
both of these groups to realtors. A senior
might write, “We’ve lived in a nice family
home for the past 40 years, but now we want
to move to a neighborhood where we can live
an active lifestyle without driving. Does your
city have a neighborhood like that we can
move to?” In their letter, millennials might
say, “We’re young, Silicon Valley
professionals the hi-tech economy depends
upon. We prefer a vibrant, urban
neighborhood where we can live an active
lifestyle without driving a car. Does your city
have a neighborhood like that we can move
to?”  Weden believes that if the answer to
these questions isn’t “yes,” the city isn’t
prepared for the future and the changes
happening today.

Weden is in favor of creating livable mixed-
use neighborhoods quickly, as there is an
affordable housing crisis in California: The
median price for single-family homes in
Santa Clara County is $1.29 million, while
people pay $42,000 a year in rent. According
to the Department of Housing and
Development, this year an average of 180,000
units are needed statewide, while California
is only building about 80,000. “Every year we
add a shortfall of 100,000 units,” says Weden,
“New homes for middle-income families are
virtually non-existent. Where’s the workforce
going to live?” 

The state is beginning to step in. “A law
was passed last year allowing developers to
pull a permit from the building department
[without all red tape],” he says, “as long as
they meet the General Plan requirements. We
have to plan to be more urban ourselves, or
the state will do it for us.” 

Looking back
Santa Clara 1.0 was a pre-suburban,

agricultural age, while 2.0 was a suburban
era. In the 1930s, with its abundant orchards,
Santa Clara County was known as the “Valley
of Hearts Delight.” It was the also the time of
the Great Depression. Weden says that in
1939, something amazing happened: The

New York World’s Fair featuring “The World
of Tomorrow.” “It was a magical place,” he
says, “almost like Disneyland and there they
saw… a vision of what the U.S. could
become.” 

General Motors’ “Highways and Horizons”
exhibit featured a Futurama diorama of cars
driving on a highway between farmland. Ford
Cars Pavilion displayed a busy cross-street
with cars, trucks and buses resembling a
traffic jam. This was such a novelty, people
wore pins they received from General Motors
proclaiming: “I have seen the future.”

“People were presold on having a house in
the suburbs where they could drive wherever
they wanted,” says Weden. During the
transition from a wartime to a peacetime
economy, housing was needed housing, as
well as jobs. Land was plentiful and gasoline
was cheap, leading to the creation of the
suburbs and interstate highways. Many
WWII veterans came back to California as its
climate and landscape were alluring. Jobs
were available in the aerospace and
electronics industries, construction and real
estate. Santa Clara’s population grew rapidly.
In 1950, there were 290,000 people living in
the valley, but by 1970 there were more than
a million. The region changed from being the
agricultural “Valley of Heart’s Delight” to
suburban Silicon Valley. “We have a very
healthy economy,” says Weden. “About 7,000
more jobs were added in one month (April
2018) in Silicon Valley. Jobs are people
magnets and a healthy economy is key to our
quality of life.”

Weden urges residents to prepare for Santa
Clara County 3.0. “Vibrant urban
neighborhoods are needed,” he says. “How
can we be intelligently more urban? Urban is
about infill, convenience, livability and
complete neighborhoods where you can get
what you need without getting in the car.”

“Our world is changing. We have serious
challenges and great opportunities. We have
to act with a sense of urgency,” he says, “if we
want to guide our future and take charge of
the changes happening in our communities.
We need civic imagination to envision and
create something better than today. As Lewis
Mumford says, ‘Each generation writes its
own biography in the cities it creates.’ We
need to write ours responsibly for our own
sake and the sake of future generations.”
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ValleyCurrents
cur�rent (adj.) Present, topical, timely, newsworthy. (n.) Movement in a definite direction, a flow.
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By Sean Eastwood
Times Staff Writer

Mousetalgia, a San Jose-based audio pod-
cast team, has recently released their
500th episode, a monumental effort

that represents nearly ten years of regular
weekly broadcasts. Mousetalgia is a

Disneyland-themed show that is released
every Monday morning which includes trav-
el advice, news from the Disneyland Resort,
interviews with Disney cast members,
Imagineers and filmmakers, and a regular
dive into the history of the Disney company
and Walt Disney himself.

SAN JOSE PODCAST CELEBRATES ‘TENCENNIAL’

Mousetalgia releases 500th
Disney-themed podcast

Becky Breiland prepares to record an episode of the
Mousetalgia podcast. The team gathers in San Jose
around a table to record each show.

OP ED
Even one head injury from
loose baseballs is too many

Dear Editor, 
If even one more athlete (coach or specta-

tor) suffers a head injury from a baseball in a
high school track/football stadium that is one
too many.  We need our school boards to take
action for a higher barrier between the base-
ball field and stadium which are too close
together.  

A baseball came hurtling down from over a
30-foot barrier and struck my track athlete in
the head while she was in the stadium. She
keeled over as pain exploded in her head.  

This is not a freak accident.  Our athletic
director estimates 10-12 baseballs per game
land in the stadium; athletes say balls fre-

quently come over, and I saw 3 baseballs rain
down during a track meet.  

A higher barrier would lower the risk of
another hit. My athlete was lucky but the next
athlete may not be so lucky.  In a TRACK-TBI
study*, 22 percent of concussion patients
remained functionally impaired after one
year.  Some people never fully recover. 

Please join us at One-Is-Too-Many@google-
groups.com.  Help urge the school board to
take action by attending the next school board
meeting, writing an email or calling.  

Janette Chock
Local High School Parent
One-Is-Too-Many@googlegroups.com
(also on behalf of other concerned athlete

parents)
*McMahon  P, Hricik  A, Yue  JK,  et al; TRACK-

TBI Investigators.  Symptomatology and functional
outcome in mild traumatic brain injury: results
from the prospective TRACK-TBI study. J Neuro-
trauma. 2014;31(1):26-33.

“It’s been a quick decade,” said Jeff Baham,
the founder of Mousetalgia (who may also be
familiar to readers of the Times Newspapers,
since he has been working for this newspaper
since before Mousetalgia began.) “It’s been a
pleasure to track the changes at the
Disneyland Resort over the past few years, as
they’ve built Cars Land, added the World of
Color spectacular and the Paint the Night
Parade, and generally grown from a popular
theme park into a ‘country club’ for southern
California millennials with annual passes
and quite a bit of spare cash.” Baham seemed
amazed at the park’s expansion over the past
ten years. “There really is no longer a ‘slow
season’ at the Disneyland Resort any more,”
Baham said. “But that doesn’t mean you can’t
have a fantastic time at the parks. It just takes
careful planning, and the ability to manage
your expectations.”

Never be completed
Tracking Disneyland’s changes has been one

of Mousetalgia’s missions over the years, and
listeners by the thousands tune in every week
to hear the team’s views on the latest updates
to the park, the latest new dish in one of the
park’s restaurants, or the new merchandise
on the shelves of the stores. “Walt Disney
himself said that Disneyland will never be
completed,” said Kristen Pfeifer, another of
the team of four co-hosts who record the
show each week. “Our show is living proof that
he was right.”

Baham and Pfeifer are joined by husband
and wife team Dave and Becky Breiland, who
bring their own areas of expertise to the
show. Dave, a technology project manager by
day, engineers the recording of the shows and
brings his love of trains and vinyl record col-
lecting to the show. Becky, a certified body
combat coach, hula dancer and travel agent,
brings her insider knowledge of the resort
and world travel to the table. Together, the
four Mousetalgia hosts do the following: reg-
ularly discuss news from the Disneyland
Resort; review recent Disney films; report on

See PODCAST, page 6

“Team Mousetalgia” includes (L-R) Becky Breiland, Kristen Pfeifer, Jeff Baham, and Dave Breiland, pictured
at the annual “Pacific Northwest Mouse Meet,” a fan convention in Seattle which the podcast sponsors.

Cirque Du Soleil
returns to San
Jose with VOLTA

Cirque du Soleil will re-turn
to the south bay in early
2019 with VOLTA, their

41st original production.  
According to a news release,

VOLTA “explores the themes of
celebrating differences and
unique qualities in a world
where technology often isolates
people from one another rather
than freeing them.” 

VOLTA will be presented
under the big top from Feb-ruary
13 through March 10, 2019, at
their new south bay home, the
Santa Clara County Fairgrounds.

“The Fairgrounds is honored to
have been selected to host this
world class show,” said Fair-
grounds Executive Director Abe
Andrade. He hinted that Cirque
du Soleil “is the first of a small
group of prestigious organiza-
tions and events that we soon
hope will be calling the Fair-
grounds home.”

Tickets for the general public
will go on sale beginning June
15, 2018 and be available at
cirquedusoleil.com/volta 

For more information, visit the-
fairgrounds.org.



By John L. Varela
Special to the Times

South County residents get
100 percent of their drink-
ing water from local ground-

water sources. 
The Santa Clara Valley Water

District knows how critical it is
to keep this key source reliable. A
new project under way in
Morgan Hill will help do just
that. 

Earlier this year,
the water district
broke ground on the
Main Avenue and
Madrone Pipeline
Restoration Project.
The project will
install 2.7 miles of
raw (untreated) water
pipeline. When com-
pleted, the project
will allow us to
replenish our ground-
water basin in South
Santa Clara County
with water from
Anderson Reservoir
via the Main Ave-
nue percolation ponds and
Madrone Channel. The water
district is working to ensure a
reliable water supply no matter
what extreme weather the chang-
ing climate brings. 

The pipeline portion that will
be replaced was originally built
in 1955. Over the years, the pipe
has deteriorated and overgrown
tree roots have made it unusable.
Restoring the damaged segment
will allow us to improve our
groundwater refilling operations.
Using water from local water
sources helps ensure our water
supply meets future needs. 

The project also improves dis-
trict green efforts by reducing our
carbon footprint. Currently, these
ponds are refilled with imported
water pumped through the
Pacheco Pumping Plant from the
San Luis Reservoir, nearly 40
miles away. When completed,
the project will save energy and
lessen operating costs by reduc-
ing the need to pump water from
San Luis. 

Construction began in Feb-
ruary and will happen in three
phases to minimize impacts to
the community. Approximately
2,200 linear feet of pipeline have
been installed as part of the first
phase. This consists of pipeline
installation along Cochrane Road
from the Ander-son Reservoir
outlet. In addition to restoring
the damaged pipe-lines, the proj-
ect will improve our capacity to
refill ponds by replacing them
with larger diameter ones; in
some cases, more than double the
size. 

The Main Avenue and
Madrone Pipe-line Restoration
Project is just one of 61 capital
projects the water district has in
store to maintain and preserve
our critical infrastructure. This
month we observe National In-
frastructure Week during May 14
- May 21. It’s an important time
to highlight the significance of
investing in our country’s frame-
work. 

Throughout our
country, the roads,
bridges, airports and
pipeline systems that
support everyday
life, need mainte-
nance. According to
the American So-
ciety of Civil Engi-
neers, most of the
nation’s water sys-
tems have been in
operation for 75-100
years, far exceeding
their intended lifes-
pans. The average
age of water
pipelines in Santa

Clara County is 40 years, with
our oldest pipelines installed in
the 1950s. Aware that these are
quickly approaching their lifes-
pan, the water district is invest-
ing in maintaining and restoring
these critical pieces of infrastruc-
ture. With restoration and mod-
ernization projects like this one,
the water district is building now
for a reliable future. 

Learn more about the district’s
projects capital projects by fol-
lowing our news blog at
www.valleywater.news.org. 

For further information, contact
your elected district representa-
tive, John L. Varela at jvarela@
valleywater.org.

Water
District

John L. Varela,
SCVWD Representative

Ensuring a reliable water
supply in South County
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Podcast
Continued from page 4
events at the Walt Disney Family Museum
in San Francisco; and interview people
with intimate involvement with the histo-
ry of the Disneyland Resort and the Walt
Disney Company.

“The number of topics and potential sto-
ries we could cover is staggering,” said
Baham. “The Disney Company touches
almost every part of popular culture.
Disneyland is just the tip of the iceberg.
We pride ourselves on making people’s
trips to the parks better by introducing
them to some of the history behind the
creativity that they will be witnessing
when they walk through the park. People
are always thanking us for giving them
that extra layer of insight.”

“There’s just something unique about
Disneyland,” said Pfeifer. “It’s like no-
where else on earth. Sure, there are other
Disney parks. But Walt Disney himself
walked on Disneyland’s avenues, and
stayed overnight in his private apartment
on Main Street. A visit to Disneyland is
like a walk through the history of the mod-
ern theme park. You can feel Walt in the
five-eighths scale buildings, in the busy
streets. His spirit pervades the place.”

Favorite episodes
Baham points out a few of Mousetalgia’s

highlights from the past decade. “Well, it’s
always fun to talk to people who were
instrumental to our collective Disney
memories. We talked to Bill Farmer
(episode 231), who is the voice of Goofy,
and it was a joy to hear about how he
found that role. We also had the pleasure
of speaking with Tony Baxter (episode
298), the Imagineer responsible for attrac-
tions like Big Thunder Mountain Railroad,
and he has offered a lot of insight into
what it takes to create these incredible
experiences. And of course, the in-park
shows are always very popular. We report-
ed from Disneyland’s big 60th anniversary
in 2015 (episode 353), and that show was
a fun look at a very special day in the park.”

The Mousetalgia podcast is a weekly
audio broadcast – similar to a radio show
– which can be listened to on any device
connected to the internet. On an iPhone,
search for Mousetalgia in Apple Podcasts;
on other smartphones, you can find
Mousetalgia via the Stitcher Radio or
Castbox apps, or just visit Mousetalgia.
com for more listening options.

“It’s been a quick and crazy decade,”
Baham said. “But Disneyland has so much
coming down the pike - they’ve recently
opened Pixar Pier, and next year ‘Galaxy’s
Edge: Black Spire Outpost’ — a.k.a. ‘Star
Wars Land’ — is opening. As far as
Mousetalgia is concerned, well, it feels
like we’re just getting started.”

Mousetalgia’s top 
five ways to enjoy
Disneyland at home

1. Have a youtube ride-along party:
There are hundreds of first-person point-
of-view Disneyland attraction videos post-
ed to YouTube by fans that brave holding
their cameras in front of them as they ride
the rides in the park. You can build little
ride vehicles out of chairs, pillows, sofas
and sheets, and get settled in front of your
smart television or computer screen and
host your own “ride-along” party. (Bonus
points awarded for wearing mouse ears or
spritzing other riders with a mist of water
when you go over the edge of Splash
Mountain’s waterfall.)

2. Eat a Disney treat. You’ll find hun-
dreds of Disneyland-inspired recipes
online that will allow you to bring some of
the flavors of the park into your home.
Some are actual recipes from the park —
you are allowed to ask at City Hall in Town
Square for recipes from the Disneyland
restaurants, and for the most part, you’ll
find them there — and some are recipes
that are inspired by the park’s flavors.
Search around, and make yourself a tasty
Disney dinner tonight. Personally, I like
the Bengal Barbecue’s Banyan Beef
Skewers, a recipe for which is easily found
via a quick Google search. 

3. Those Dole Whips, though. Let’s
hone in on one specific Disney treat - the
pineapple-flavored Dole Whip. While
associated with Walt Disney’s Enchanted
Tiki Room by just about everybody, Dole
Whips are actually licensed treats made
with a non-dairy premade commercial
mix that can be found in treat shops
nationwide. In San Jose, the Willow Glen
Creamery is known for offering the Dole
Whip floats so familiar to Disneyland fans.
(And as of last year, you can now buy a

Dole Whip float with an added splash of
rum over at the Disneyland Hotel. Just
sayin’!)

4. Build a Haunted Mansion. Ray Keim,
a dimensional designer who has worked
for Universal theme parks, created a near-
exact 3-D likeness of Disneyland’s Haunt-
ed Mansion which he has converted into a
paper model, and you can download and
build one for free. The highly-detailed
model may prove to be a daunting task at
first, but the clear instructions and incred-
ible sculpture you’ll be left with at the end
make this project one worth undertaking
(see what I did there?) Just visit www.
bit.ly/papermansion to get started.

5. When in doubt, ask the Mouse: of
course, the Walt Disney Company itself
has compiled hundreds of ways to allow
you to experience the magic of the parks
any day and every day. Whether you want
theming ideas for an upcoming summer
party, or just a few coloring pages to while
away a hot afternoon, Disney has you cov-
ered. Just visit family.disney.com/activities
for a list of all sorts of ideas, plans, and
assorted magical memory-making mo-
ments.

Disneyland is famous for their Dole Whip Floats,
but you can also find them in San Jose. Photo:
flashphase (via flickr.com / cc)
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By Kevin Larsen
Times staff writer

Located at the Village Square in Evergreen
Valley you will find a new restaurant,
Village Grill. 

Village Grill is an increasingly popular restau-
rant, with 25 indoor tables and seven outdoor
patio tables open every day for breakfast lunch
and dinner. 

As you walk into Village Grill you will begin
to learn that workers are actually part of the fam-
ily and those who are not, become family in the
way they are treated, including the guests.  It’s
just the way the restaurant works in generating
its friendly atmosphere.  Chefs Andres and Jorge
share their culinary secrets.

“A strong caring heart is the secret,” said Chef
Andres as he explained the success they obtain
in making great plates of food for each customer.
“I just think it and it is made.  We keep getting
better and better and refining our presentations
over time.  Also, we like everything that has to
do with the kitchen and have been at it for over
20 years.” Chef Jorge said, “We make our pan-
cakes from scratch and all ingredients are fresh
too!”

Dreams come true 
“Our dream came true,” said both chefs,

because the entire family (of many relatives) all
came together to work long hours over many
years to create Village Square restaurant.  Our
big dream was for someday to look out the
kitchen where we work and see the entire
restaurant full on a regular basis.  It had nothing
to do with the money; instead it is a fulfillment
of the dream called success.”  They stated, “We
climbed hard to achieve this wonderful dream.
In the beginning we worked extra hours and
dedicated ourselves to it.”  This kind of drive
and determination has made Village Grill the go
to place for all in Evergreen due to its consisten-
cy with serving quality food during breakfast,
lunch and dinner, seven days a week.  “It’s a
dream come true for we never thought when we
were starting out making a name for ourselves
that someday the Village Grill would on a daily
basis consistently get such a grand following of
people,” they said.

Both chefs are always smiling and positive in
their work because they love what they do.
When asked for more secrets about how the food
is created they say that experience plays an
important part in what they do and the pride
they feel inside when they see people happy and
coming back, because they had a nice experi-
ence at Village Grill.  That is their motivation.

Clean and cozy atmosphere
They take cleanliness very seriously both

where you dine and also with the food prepara-
tion.  The entire environment is very clean, well-
lit and inviting. 

The servings are so large that when orders
arrive at the tables often the response is that of
“Oh my, what a fabulous portion of food you
serve here.”  This restaurant really aims to please
and make your visit something special, a good
place to make business deals and have conver-
sations to match the high quality food experi-
ence you’ll have.

The staff is good with faces and names too for
often when people come through the door and
are regulars; the staff greets them by name and
even will take a nod instead of a menu to create
an order without any words.  The plate arrives
graciously in front of the person and no menu
was even used.  

Incredible menu
This is their second anniversary and that

means they have achieved a high level of suc-
cess.  They make the running of an establish-
ment look effortless. Doors open at 8 a.m.
Breakfast and lunch are served all day long.
Dinner entries are served after 4 p.m.    

The Village Grill is one big, fantastic, restau-
rant that San Jose can be very proud to have. It

doesn’t get better.  Also, it is a bit hidden so once
you see the fountain know you’re just a few feet
away. 

It is very clear upon looking at the selections
that great care has been taken to build a very
popular menu. It is a masterful menu of deli-
cious items that bring smiles to those who share
a table; everything is delicious.  

Breakfast 
Nine specialties are shown and a build your

own option too.  The quality is five-star just as
you might find in a famous hotel.  They have fit-
ness omelets and also they do not discriminate
with your taste buds for they also offer chicken
and waffle breakfast too. The most celebrated
items on the breakfast menu are the benedicts.
The soufflé omelets, crab cakes, Swedish crepes,
French toast, Belgian waffles, are also popular. 

Lunch 
Oh my goodness, you can order lunch for

breakfast too!  The family has created the items
to meet the wants and desires of the Evergreen
residents of all ages. For example, they offer hot
sandwiches such as “The Ruben,” which has
sauerkraut, Swiss cheese and corned beef grilled
on rye bread. Notice the traditional way they
present each entree to what you would expect
only from the very best eateries in the world.
Moving through the menu reveals: bacon turkey
melts, triple decker grilled 
cheese, Pesto chicken sandwiches, and more.
Cold sandwiches include: Tuna Veggie,” corned
beef, BLT, veggie sandwich, chicken salad sand-
wich, and more.

Dinner
The dinner selections include pasta, sizzling

fajitas, specialty chicken choices, choice beef
entries and fresh fish dinners.  The servings are
grand.

Conclusion
Decades ago, the family decided to refine

many successful dining operations.  Relatives
worked side by side with deep conviction and
successful business acumen, which produced
new establishments and success.  The Village
Grill is part of that American Dream which
evolved from all their experience in running
other restaurants too.  

Manager Ashley said it best when she said,
“We’re going to care more because we’re family.”
She wanted to make sure that all of those who
pulled together to originally start Village Grill
and over many years gained experience from
other restaurant ventures, would be proud of the
way the family all pulls together and pitches in.
They deeply care about all that goes on in the
family restaurant to provide the best dining
experience around. It is about building a family
legacy.

This is one great restaurant that Evergreen res-
idents can be proud of.  Great food and a family
friendly experience consistently found here
every day of the week. 

Editor’s Note:  Village Square is located at 4075
Evergreen Village Square, San Jose. The phone
number for call ahead pick up orders is: (408)
270-1000. Hours of operation are:  Monday 8
a.m.-8 p.m., Tuesday-Friday 8 a.m.-9 p.m.,
Saturday 8 a.m.-8 p.m. and Sunday 8 a.m.-4
p.m.  Visit Village Grill’s website for more infor-
mation: villagegrillevergreen.com.

Village Grill Restaurant 
A fun family restaurant with friendly service and tasty food 
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CAMPBELL UNITED
CHURCH OF CHRIST
400 W. Campbell Ave.
Campbell, CA 95008
(408) 378-4418
No Matter Where You Are
On Life’s Journey, You Are
Welcome Here!
We are an Open and
Affirming Congregation.
Some of our recent min-
istries/activities include:
• Joy-filled worship every
Sunday at 10:00 AM that
includes communion for
all.
• Bible study on the sec-
ond and fourth Wednesday
of every month, at 6PM.
• A Food Pantry serving
anyone in need--open T/
Th 11:00 AM to 1:00 PM
and Sat 10:00 AM to
Noon.
• Lighted Window
Productions featuring
uplifting concerts, thought-
provoking theater produc-
tions, informative lectures,
and even an occasional
karaoke night--all in a
wholesome environment.  
• Drive-through free coffee
on Saturday and Sunday
mornings 7- 9AM. 
• Our facilities also pro-
vide rental space for com-
munity based groups that
promote understanding,
wholeness, growth, and
education.  Some of these
include the Old Orchard
School, Orchard City
Indivisible, AA, etc.  
Our activities flow from our
most important values:
• Extravagant Joy - John
15:9, 11
• Passionate Faith - James
2:17
• Loving Respect - John
13:34
• Deep Connectedness -
John 15:5
• Intentional Growth - Acts
2:46-47
• Shared Laughter - I Peter

1:8
Visit us at our web site at:
church@campbellucc.org
or better yet, visit us at our
worship services on
Sundays at 10:00 a.m.
Coffee, refreshments, and
conversation always, right
after service.

CONGREGATIONAL
CHURCH OF ALMADEN
VALLEY, UCC
6581 Camden Ave., San
Jose, CA 95120. Pastor,
Rev. Marty Williams, 408
268 0243.
www.ccavucc.org.
We are a welcoming
church with a progressive
approach to faith, worship
and giving to our local
community. We are proud
to be UCC, Open and
Affirming (O&A) and wel-
come members of the
LGBT community. We sup-
port local LifeMoves (for-
merly InnVision) Shelter
Feedings once a month,
San Francisco Night
Ministry, Second Harvest
Food Bank, Church World
Service, and Communities
Responding to End
Poverty.
Worship Sunday, 9:00 AM
followed by fellowship and
refreshments. 1st Sunday
in Worship: Holy
Communion
2nd Sunday in Worship:
Folks Choir and Potluck
Sunday.
Tuesdays, AA Meetings,
8:15 - 9:15 PM.
Wednesdays, 9:30 AM,
Women’s Study Group.

CHURCH OF CHRIST
5351 Carter Ave., San
Jose 95118
408.265.5837
www.bibleroad.org
We strive to be a group of
Christians that love and
honor God and Jesus
Christ in our daily lives. We
assemble each Sunday to
encourage each other
through singing, studying,
praying and sharing in the
Lord’s supper. Simple—

just like what one reads
about in the New
Testament.
Bible class at 9:30 AM
Worship at 10:30 AM
Located in south San
Jose near Kooser Rd. and
Camden Ave. (behind the
Almaden Valley Athletic
Club).
Come make new Christian
friends!

EAST VALLEY CHURCH
We are a Multicultural
Christian Community
committed to making
Christ known to our
Neighbors, Community
and World. 
Sunday Schedule: Coffee
and Conversation 9:15am
Worship 9:45am, Sunday
School for all ages
11:15am
Childcare is provided for
all our Sunday Services.
Our NEW Children’s
Building is Open!
Uplifting music, Biblical
teaching, ministries for
Children, Youth, College &
Career, Small Groups for
all adults, Ministries to
Men, Women, Seniors,
Celebrate Recovery
Please see website for
details and meeting times
www.eastvalleychurch.com
Senior Pastor – Pastor
Ron Johnson,
Community-Life Pastor -
Pastor Patrick Boyd,
Children’s Ministry Co-
Directors – Alyssa Friend
and Kristen Pearson
We are located at 2827
Flint Ave (Between Tully &
Norwood) San Jose, CA
95148, Phone 408-238-
0231, e-mail info@east-
valleychurch.com
We are associated with
Converge Worldwide
www.convergeworld-
wide.org

THE EPISCOPAL
CHURCH IN ALMADEN 
6581 Camden Ave. San
Jose, CA 95120.  The
Rev. Shelley Booth
Denney, Rector

Phone:408-268-0243
Web:www.eca-sj.org 
At the Episcopal Church
in Almaden (ECA), we are
joyful followers of Jesus
Christ. Through worship,
study, fellowship and out-
reach, we strive to nur-
ture and grow a strong
faith community of believ-
ers, a family of all ages,
where each member feels
welcomed, loved, valued
and empowered to serve.
Children are especially
welcomed and cherished
as an important part of
God's family. All junior
high and senior high stu-
dents are welcome to par-
ticipate in our Youth
Groups. During the school
year we have joint
Sunday School with our
sister church, the
Congregational Church of
Almaden Valley, UCC. The
Episcopal Church in
Almaden offers the fol-
lowing regular opportuni-
ties for worship: Sunday
at 7:30AM and 10:45AM,
Holy Communion service.
Each Sunday service is
followed by a coffee hour
for friendship and conver-
sation.

EVERGREEN VALLEY
CHURCH
Visit our Web Site at
wwww.evcsj.com
2750 Yerba Buena Rd. San
Jose, CA 95121. Phone:
408-274-7422. Saturday
worship is at 5 pm. Sunday
worship services at 9 am
and 11 am.. Excellent con-
temporary Christian music
and Bible-based teaching.
Nursery care and
Children’s Sunday School
programs at 9 am and 11
am. Junior High students
meet at 9am and High
School students meet at
11am. Nuevo Comienzo:
Servicio en espanol,
Domingo 4pm.

FIRST CHURCH
DOWNTOWN
Worshipping at 55 N. 7th

Street, in downtown San
Jose.  (Horace Mann
school) firstchurchdown-
town.com
Telephone: (408) 294-
7254 x310. We are a
community serving the
Christ from the heart of
the City, working to know
Jesus and make Jesus
known by serving, wor-
shipping, and learning
together.  Worship servic-
es are at 10:00 AM at the
Horace Mann Community
Center (7th and Santa
Clara Streets). Worship
includes both contempo-
rary and traditional music,
a message that is relevant
to real life, based in the
Bible, and meaningful to
people of all ages and
backgrounds.  We work in
our community to provide
real assistance and long-
term, life-saving solu-
tions: food, housing,
counseling, and spiritual
direction.  Our children's
& families' ministries
include Sunday classes,
outdoor family activities
such as bike rides and
fishing trips.  Come,
Make a Difference and
feel the difference God
can make in your life!

GRACE CHURCH OF
EVERGREEN
www.GraceChurchSJ.net
See you on Facebook
2650 ABORN ROAD at
Kettmann, across from
Evergreen Public Library.
Serving Evergreen for
over 50 Years. John S
Goldstein, Pastor
Christian Worship every
Sunday at 11.00 am
Together let us build
lives toward excellence!
Music Institute
(408)791 7772
After School lessons on
Piano, Violin, Viola, Flute
PreSchool, Age 2-6
years. Caring for your 
child with God’s love
and affection
(408) 791 7772

HOLY SPIRIT CATHOLIC
CHURCH
Faith.Knowledge.
Community - this is our
promise to our members.
If you are looking for an
active Christian faith com-
munity, we invite you to
experience Holy Spirit
Parish Community. All are
welcome! We are located
at 1200 Redmond
Avenue, San Jose, CA
95120. Mass is celebrat-
ed at 8:30 a.m. Monday -
Friday. Our weekend Mass
schedule is Saturday 5
p.m., Sunday 8 a.m.,
9:30 a.m., 11:30 a.m.
and 6 p.m. Rite of
Reconciliation is every
Saturday at 4 p.m. or by
appointment. Our Parish
Office is open Monday -
Thursday 8:30 a.m. -
4:30 p.m. and Friday 9:00
a.m. - 3:00 p.m. Call
408-997-5100 for record-
ed information or 408-
997-5101 to speak with
someone in our parish
office. Information on
Faith Formation for chil-
dren and adults can be
obtained by calling our
Catechetical Office at
408-997-5115. Get in the
loop with our 3sixty High
School Youth Ministry by
calling 408-997-5106.
Holy Spirit School serves
grades Pre-K through 8th,
and is located at 1198
Redmond Avenue. You
can reach the school
office at 408-268-0794.

THE POINT CHURCH
3695 Rose Terrasse Cir  
San Jose, CA 95148
(408) 270-7646 
English Service:
Sundays at 9:30 & 11:00
AM
Spanish Service:
11:00 AM
Cambodian Service:
11:00 AM
Cantonese Service:
11:00 AM
Mandarin Service:
11:00AM
Youth Extreme Point (7th-
12th grade):
Every Saturday at 6:30
PM - 8:30 PM

SAINT ANTHONY
CATHOLIC CHURCH
We invite you to become
a part of our hospitable,
intimate Catholic parish.
We are a caring commu-
nity, promoting spiritual
growth, reaching out to
people in need and where
you get to know people
by name.  We offer chil-
dren's religious education
(CREATE); Youth Ministry
(BLAST & X-STATIC);
Scripture Study (day &
evening); Senior's Group

and many other adult
ministries as well.  Saint
Anthony parish is located
in Almaden Valley at
20101 McKean Road,
San Jose, 95120.  Our
weekend Masses are at 4
p.m. on Saturday at our
historic church at 21800
Bertram Road in New
Almaden, CA  95042 and
on Sunday at 8:30 a.m.,
10:30 a.m., and 5:30
p.m. at the McKean Road
location.   Our Parish
Office is open Monday 9
a.m. - 12 p.m. and
Tuesday thru Thursday, 9
a.m. - 12 p.m. and 1 - 4
p.m.  For more informa-
tion, stop by the Parish
Office or call 1+ (408)
997-4800, or visit our
website at www.church-
stanthony.com. Fr. Larry
Hendel, Pastor.

SAN JOSE GURDWARA
3636 Gurdwara Ave.
San Jose, CA 95148 The
word Sikh (see-kh) means
"disciple" or "student." A
Sikh is a practitioner of the
faith founded in the 15th
century by Guru Nanak in
Punjab of old British India.
A Guru who is a "teacher"
or "enlightener" completes
the relationship of teaching
and learning.  Sikhism is
monotheistic and stresses
the equality of all men and
women. Sikhs believe in
three basic principles;
meditating on the name of
God (praying), earning a
living by honest means
and sharing the fruits of
one's labor with others.
Currently there  are close
to one million Sikhs living
in the USA and Canada
and 25 million Sikhs living
around the world. Sikhism
is the 5th largest religion in
the world.  At the
Gurdwara (House of God)
in San Jose we welcome
all. We pray daily for peace
and prosperity for every-
body in the world.  Come
to visit and enjoy Langer
(food) in our kitchen which
is open 365 days of the
year and serves comple-
mentary vegetarian meals.
We also encourage you to
enter our history room on
site and walk the beautiful
grounds. Learn more about
us and community events
we sponsor by visiting our
website; http://www.
SanJoseGurdwara.org

ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI
CATHOLIC CHURCH
5111 San Felipe Rd., San
Jose, CA 95135
408-223-1562.
www.stfrancisofassisi.
com or www.stfrancis

ofassisipreschool.org
We invite you to join our
community of faith located
in the Evergreen area of
San Jose. We are an inclu-
sive diverse community
striving to serve as
Disciples of Jesus Christ in
the footsteps of St.
Francis, offering prayerful
and joyful liturgies; evan-
gelization, fellowship, and
service opportunities to
the community. We offer
spiritual opportunities for
all ages, including chil-
dren's liturgy, dynamic
E.C.H.O - Jr. High, IGNITE
- High School and North
Star -Young Adult
Ministries, along with small
faith communities and
opportunities to help the
poor and marginalized of
San Jose. Our Preschool is
the only Catholic Preschool
offering quality family ori-
ented service in the
Evergreen and Silver Creek
areas. Our Chapel,
Gathering Hall, Parish
Office, Mission Center,
Parish Gift Shop, Memorial
Garden and Preschool are
all located at 5111 San
Felipe Rd. 
Please come join us to
worship at one of the fol-
lowing times and loca-
tions: 
St. Francis of Assisi
Chapel
Saturday 5:00PM, Sunday
8:30 AM, 10:30 AM,
12:30 PM, 4:00 PM (Mass
in Vietnamese), 6:00 PM
Youth Mass
St. Francis of Assisi
Gathering Hall 
Sunday 9:00 AM,
Sunday11:00AM, Igbo
Mass - Second Sunday of
the month 12:30 PM
Mt. Hamilton Grange -
2840 Aborn Road
Sunday 9:30 AM 
The Villages Gated
Community (Cribari
Auditorium)
Sunday 8:15 AM
For more information,
please call or visit us at the
Parish Mission Center
open M-F 9:00 AM -12:00
PM; 1:00 PM - 4:00 PM.
Come join us and share
your presence with us so
that together we may grow
and share our gifts to help
build God's Kingdom!

For Worship listing 
ads, call 

408.250.5242

The Secret
is Out!

“Reach your friends
and your community

with your number
one neighborhood 
news source - the
Evergreen Times!”
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DAVID & VICKI
HARRIS

2921 Villages Parkway,
San Jose

(408) 754-1572

DAN
WALKER

Realtor® CalBRE #00758244

(408) 892-4813 
Dan.Walker@cbnorcal.com

KRAIG 
CONSTANTINO

kcreteam@gmail.com
www.KraigsListings.com

(408) 219-9122

Open Sat & Sun
1:30 pm-4pm
1452 Bullion
Circle
$ 1,388,000
3 Beds | 2.5 Ba
2,964 +/- sq. ft.
Therese Swan
408.656.8240

95120
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Real Estate

PAT 
O’CONNOR

(408) 691-7322
poconnor@kw.com

CAROL CAMILLI-
MONTGOMERY

www.camillihomes.com
carolcamilli@kw.com

(408) 209-7809

SUSAN
BOERNER

(408) 921-7619
www.apr.com/sboerner

sboerner@apr.com

MEGHA
JOSHI

2921 Villages Parkway, San Jose
mjoshi@apr.com

(408) 960-9933

GET LISTED
TODAY!

(408) 898-7534
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Phone: (408) 363-1690 

Dining

Shoe RepairKitchen/Bath

Psst! 
Have you heard the news?

The Times Classifieds—Your Best Bet for
Community Advertising! 

Call to place your ad today!  (408) 898-7534

YOGALITE!
Classes with Robin Pickel.

Light, mindful stretching, 
deep breathing, visualization 

and meditation.

Enroll at www.sjregistration.com.
Type “Yogalite” in the search box.

Almaden, Evergreen and Southside
Community Centers in San Jose.

(408) 270-2220
(Evergreen Community Ctr.)

Driving School

Mind Body Spirit

Advantage Driving School is the premier driving school in northern
California. Advantage Driving School has trained more than 

300,000 students to drive safely since 1994. We offer complete 
programs for both traditional classroom and online courses. 

Driver Training is the behind the wheel training which prepares your 
child to pass the driving test at the DMV. We also offer complete programs
for adults and senior citizens. If you have never driven or just need some

supplemental instruction to improve your driving skills, we are just the
school for you! We believe Advantage Driving School offers a great 

combination of experienced driving instructors and affordable prices! 
Location: 5440 Thornwood Drive, Suite F; 

Hours: 9 am-5 pm M-F 9 am–12 noon S-S; Phone: 408.363.4182; Email:
info@advantagedriversed.com | Website: advantagedriversed.com

The Secret
is Out!

“Reach your friends 
and your community

with your number one
neighborhood 

news source - the
Willow Glen Times!”

Caregiver

TimesClassifieds Call to place your 
ad today!  

(408) 898-7534

Repairs / Painting

Property Management
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